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The largest selection of 
Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.

In Highlands ...on the hill
242 S. 4th St. • 828-526-4407

Open 7 days a week
www.mcculleys.com

MM ccCULLEY’SCULLEY’S
• See SIDEWALK page 25

Brian StiehlerKay Craig John Dotson Jeff Weller Rachel Wilson

• See WRECK page 24

Five candidates are vying for 
three seats on the Town Board - 
two incumbents and three new-
comers. 

This is week 5 of the Candidate Q&A
This is the fifth week of  the 

6-week Q&A leading up to the 
Nov. 7 election. Candidates are 
listed alphabetically.

Question #5: 
What relationship do you think the 

Town should have with the K-12 Highlands 
School? • See Q&A page 30

 
 
 Unparalleled Living within The Old Edwards Club at Highlands Cove

 

308 Double Branch Road

114 N. 4th Street | (828) 526.8300    1371 Cullasaja Club Drive | (828) 526.4104

Picturesque yard with Pond  
Home Built in 2023

• See PINNED page 12

At Thursday night’s Town Board meeting, the five, full-time HF&R officers were pinned. Flanked by Asst. Chief Rob-
bie Forrester and Chief Ryan Gearhart from left are: Lt. Jeff Burnette, FF Clay Gibson, LT Matt Pruett, FF Jacob 
Pressler and LT Travis Brooks.						           - Photo by Kim Lewicki

The workshop session at 6 
p.m., prior to the October Town 
Board meeting set up agenda 
items for the November Town 
Board meeting.

Discussed was the need for 
a street light policy - where they 
should be erected, basically on 
town streets and where people 
walk. A policy is needed because 
where they have been erected 
on private roads in the past has 
caused dissent in neighborhoods. 

Also discussed were two is-
sues on which the Planning Board 
has been working.

The Planning Board’s pro-
posed amendment to the Unified 
Development Ordinance regard-
ing string lighting has been final-
ized – basically only to be allowed 
over dining areas, not walkways or 
parking lots. It is proposed they 
also be commercial grade and 
hard wired so they can be turned 

Town Board OK’s NC 106 
sidewalk on the right side 

The Highlands Fire & Res-
cue’s recently hired five, full-time 
employees were introduced and 
pinned at the October Town 

Board meeting.
Chief  Ryan Gearhart intro-

duced each of  them, outlining 
their credentials, their past work 

history and families.
After the ceremony, Mayor 

Pat Taylor reiterated the impor-

HF&R new full-time, paid firefighters 
are pinned at Town Board meeting

In the wee hours of  Thursday, 
Oct. 19, residents in the vicinity of  
Satulah Ridge and Wilson roads 
were awakened by the sounds of  
an accident.

At about 1 a.m., Highlands 
Fire & Rescue, the Highlands Po-
lice Department and Macon Coun-
ty EMS responded to a call of  an 
accident when a vehicle traveling 
above the posted speed limit on 
Satulah Ridge Road ran off  the 

roadway, struck a tree and pro-
ceeded to Wilson Road where it 
came to rest.

According to Police Chief  
Andrea Holland, five people were 
in the vehicle. Two individuals 
were taken to area hospitals, and 
one passenger was airlifted for 
medical treatment. The driver of  
the vehicle, Steijn Pieter Drijver, 
19, and another passenger were 

Multiple agencies 
respond to recent wreck
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•Weather•

•Correction•
In last week’s edition, the obituary for Marie Ann Van Huss Marion, 87, of  Charles-

ton, SC and Highlands, NC, was accompanied by a picture of  her daughter Rebecca 
“Becky” Marion Blakeney not Marie.

Marie was buried in the family plot at Highlands Cemetery on Monday, Oct. 23.
Memorials may be made to Highlands Biological Station, 265 N 6th St, Highlands, 

NC 28741.
We regret the error and are happy to set the record straight.

The decision on the pro-
posed sidewalk on NC 
106 was made Thursday 

night. It will not be located on 
the side of  the road where the 
Shelby Place Homeowners As-
sociation land is situated. The 
board decided to locate the 
sidewalk on the opposite, north 
side.

Unlike the original design, 
the new sidewalk route will not 
require private property permis-
sions; it will be located on the 
existing NCDOT right-of-way. The pro-
posed sidewalk will meet all ADA and en-
vironmental requirements. It will tie into 
the existing sidewalk by the post office and 
go to Cobb Road. Our staff  will continue 
to work with the folks from the South-
western Regional Planning Commission 
to secure grant funds for the sidewalk.

This sidewalk project illustrates the 
challenges facing the town in building side-
walks on our major corridor roads. Ad-
mittedly, we had a jump start and change 
of  plans that cost the town some money 
and staff  time. But these kinds of  situa-
tions go hand-in-hand in creating some 
public facilities. I want to thank the Shelby 

Place Homeowners Association 
for their willingness to consider 
the town’s easement request. The 
Shelby HOA Board also put time 
and energy into deciding that the 
easement was just not feasible 
from their perspective.

Like several other projects in 
process that are funded by exter-
nal grants, this sidewalk project 
will take time to get underway. In 
the coming months, town staff  
will address the grant program’s 
administrative requirements.

The Poplar Street waterline installa-
tion is close to completion. The lion’s share 
of  the funds for this project, as well as the 
Gibson Street water and sewer line project, 
were secured from the Covid ARP federal 
funds. It took over a year to complete all the 
reports and approval signatures. A similar 
process impacted the Gibson Street project. 
That project, too, is now underway.

A state/federal grant also funded the 
Dog Mountain water project. Our town 
engineer and a consulting firm have been 
working all this year on design specifications 
and reports that state officials must ap-
prove. That process should come to an end 
at the beginning of  2024, and construction 
will begin at some point during the year.

The town received state funding for re-
placing the pre-clarifier tank at the water de-
partment and another grant to dredge Mir-
ror Lake. Funds were allocated in this year’s 
budget to do the design work for the pre-
clarifier tank. That design phase should be 
completed by the end of  the year. That first 
step will help move the project forward.

As for Mirror Lake, people are already 
asking me why there isn’t dredging equip-
ment at the lake. I respond, not so fast; 
we haven’t even gotten official notification 
from the state for both the pre-clarifier 
and Mirror Lake Project. The state budget 
was approved only a few weeks ago. Now, 
state administrators will begin the process 
of  formally notifying towns and counties 
about the grants they have been awarded. 
That notification process might take several 
months. Our staff  will have to go through 
the initial planning and administrative pro-
cess before any work can get underway on 
these major projects.

See you at the Community Coffee to-
morrow at 11 am at the Hudson Library.

The money has been granted by still takes time
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COMFORT & JOY
An Old Edwards Gift Card

Give the Gift of

shop now



• See INVESTING page 15
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L O U N G E

Located on the second floor
of Old Edwards Inn

DINNER & COCKTAILS

View Menu

•Investing At 4,118 Ft.•

Monday - Friday, 11 am - 3 pm 
226 South 4th Street • Highlands, NC 

Highlandsburrito.com

NOW OPEN

When it comes to real 
estate, there is so 
much to talk about: 

land, residential, commercial, 
contracts, due diligence and 
everything else through clos-
ing and finally, possession.  So 
much has been written on the 
subject and there is certainly 
something to learn from each 
and every article.  I decided to 
approach it a bit differently 
for this week’s editorial fea-
ture, Investing at 4,118 FT.

One of  the most impor-
tant parts of  the real estate 
process is the people, the buy-
ers and sellers, for it is them 
that make our real estate world 
go round and round. To that 
end, this article introduces 
you to your new neighbors, 
Brittany and David Guren, a 
young couple who I recently 
worked with from Florida 
who decided to purchase a 
home in Highlands this year. The following 
gives you a glimpse into their lives and why 
they ultimately decided on Highlands to 
create a second home for themselves. 

Tell me a little bit about yourselves: What do 
the two of  you do for a living and what are your pas-
sions outside of  your career and as a couple?

We are David and Brittany Guren, cur-
rent residents of  Tierra Verde, FL and now 
splitting time in Highlands, NC to escape 
the Florida summer heat. David was raised 
in Coral Springs, FL until he moved to 
Tampa, FL as a sophomore in high school 
and later attended college at the University 
of  South Florida where he received his de-
gree in International Relations. Brittany was 
born and raised in Columbus, Ohio and re-
located to Saint Petersburg, FL where she 
attended University of  South Florida and 
received a bachelor’s degree in finance. 

David is a founding member and cur-
rent partner at Brundage Workforce Solu-
tions, where they focus on providing rev-
enue staffing for Health care systems. The 
company is in their fifth year of  business 
and recently received awards for being the 
2nd fastest growing company in Tampa Bay 
and best place to work. After a 9-year ca-
reer with a global management consulting 
firm, Brittany has recently joined a start-up 
company where she will be helping to create 
scalable processes for a company providing 
stop-loss insurance to health care systems. 

As a couple we really enjoy spending 
time traveling, trying new restaurants, and 

outdoor adventure. As Flor-
ida residents, we spend a lot 
of  our time inshore fishing 
on our flats boat, boating 
with friends, and enjoying 
time at the beach with our 
dog Charlie. 

What inspired you to find 
a second home and how you se-
lected the North Carolina moun-
tains and how you came to decide 
on the Highlands-Cashiers pla-
teau and specifically settling on 
Highlands itself?

As each of  our ca-
reers became more flex-
ible to work remotely, we 
started to explore the idea 
of  finding a second home 
that we could drive to in 
one day that would provide 
a reprieve from the Florida 
summer heat. We started 
to consider N.C. as David’s 
mother snowbirds between 
Hobe Sound, FL and Bre-

vard, NC, and we knew we wanted to be 
close to the Asheville Airport. 

It was important to us to find a moun-
tain town that had access to great hiking and 
also offered amenities like great restaurants, 
arts, and community activities. As we re-
searched different areas of  North Carolina, 
we kept coming across articles about High-
lands, and everything we read was exactly 
what we were looking for but we needed 
to see it first-hand. We began working with 
a local realtor, Lorna Alexander with Berk-
shire Hathaway HomeServices Meadow 
Mountain Realty.  Lorna, who considers 
herself  a Highlands Brand Ambassador, 
did an outstanding job of  showing us all of  
the amenities Highlands has to offer from 
the Bascom Center for the Visual Arts to 
the Highlands Performing Arts Center, and 
all of  the other town attractions in between.  
Lorna helped us find the perfect place that 
checked off  all of  our needs all for a sec-
ond home.

How are you enjoying your new home in 
Highlands and how is it enhancing/transforming 
your lives together. What do you like about it?

This is our first season in Highlands, 
and we have loved every second of  being 
here! The entire community was very wel-
coming, and we really enjoyed getting to 
experience the different summer events the 
community hosts. 

Our first season has been full of  fam-
ily and friends coming to visit and tackling 

Lorna Alexander
828-200-2463  

Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices

Meadows Mountain Realty

The reasons we sell and the reasons they buy
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•Highlands Dining•

highlandermountainhouse.com

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House 

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

WED.-FRI. 
Lunch and Dinner

SATURDAY
Brunch and Dinner

SUN.
Brunch and Supper

BRUNCH:10a to 3p
LUNCH: 11a to 3p

DINNER: 5-9p
BRUNCH:

Sat & Sun 10a - 3p

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

Asia HouseAsia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Open for 
Take-out only

Open noon-9p
Closed Wednesdays

� , lwoLFGANG'S l w RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRO 

Celebrating 29 years 

American Cuisine with a 
German Twist and Creole Flair 

474 Main Street I 828.526.3807 
wolfgangs.net 

TUES – SAT
DINNER STARTS

@ 5:30 PM

DINE IN AND CARRY OUT : LAKESSIDERESTAURANT.INFO

Open for our 29th season
Wed.-Sun. 

Bistro opens at 4 p.m. 
Dinner begins at 5:30

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

41 Years of Fine Dining

Open
nightly
5:30-9p

Homemade Ice CreamHomemade Ice Cream  
featuring all time Favorite Flavors 

P L U S :P L U S :

 Tequila • Fruity Pebbles • Corn • Bubble Gum 
Dragon Fruit & more! 

Cups

Cones

Milkshakes

Sundaes

Smoothies

173 Main Street 
in Wright Square

828-567-7443
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Highlands Oldest Family Grocery 
70 years of making hungry people smile! 

Wonderful Steaks cut-to- order 
Prepared ready to heat sides and dimers 

Fresh produce, specialty foods and wine, homemade deli 
salads, sandwiches and salads homemade pies, cakes, 

cookies and so much more! 
OPEN

Wed.-Fri.- 9a-5:30p 
Sat.: 9a-5p

493 Dillard Road  828-526-2762



Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar

Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open 
7 days 
a week

Lunch: 11a-3:30p 
Dinner: 

5:30p - until

 •Dining•

The Secret Garden is in The Village Square 
behind K-H Founders Park. 

Hot & cold sandwiches, a variety of salads, bakery items, and 
SECRET daily specials. Freshly made & ready for pick up. 
208 N. 5th St. • Village Square • (828) 305-7509

Modern Fast Food & 
Courtyard Market

Mon.-Fri. • 11:30a to 5p 
Sat.• noon to 8p
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•Letters•
Vote by Nov. 7th for the  

TWO candidates who are:

Paid for by Highlands Neighborhood  
Coalition, Inc. Not authorized by a candidate.

2023 Election

Good for 
NEIGHBORHOODS

Good for 
RESIDENTS

Good for 
HIGHLANDS

SAMPLE BALLOT

Town of Highlands 
Board of 

Commissioners

John “Buz”  

Dotson
Brian J. 

Stiehler
This ad was funded by Residents, 

Neighbors and Neighborhoods. 
Join us:  

HighlandsNeighborhoodCoalition.com

Dear Editor,
Commissioner Shearl made a public misstatement at 

the last commissioners meeting that the citizens of  High-
lands were prepared to privately raise the money for the 
school. There has never been a commitment to raise the 
funds privately for the pre-k. We are looking to the county 
to support our school as it becomes clearer moving for-
ward how funding will be put into place for the Franklin 
and Highlands’ school projects. 

If  there was any confusion it was because we told 
Mr. Shearl that Highlands couldn’t move forward without 
a set of  plans to price the project accurately. If  Mr. Shearl 
would like to come up to Highlands and lead a fund-rais-
ing process to bring private money to our school, then 
please come to Highlands and lead the effort. 

Also Mr. Higdon’s statement that, “I feel like we’re the 
funding arm for the board of  education a lot of  the time,” 
is a bit shocking. 

Mr. Higdon has been a county commissioner for sev-
eral years and knows education is approximately 30-40% 
of  the budget and that the Board of  Education has no 
authority to raise revenue. By default, it is the county’s 
job through our commissioners to fund the schools. Be-
ing 30-40% of  the budget, school funding will come up a 
lot at the commissioner meetings. Why the surprise? I as-
sume when someone runs for county commissioner, they 
are committing to the job of  taking care of  our county 
schools. 

Derek Taylor 
Highlands

It’s the county’s job to support Highlands School

• See “Macon commissioners get creative to 
complete Highlands School renovations” on pg 10

Dear Editor,
Highlands School enrollment has decreased almost 13%, 

the largest percentage in Macon County since 2019 based on 
data provided by the Macon County Board of  Education. 

Declining enrollment results in less funding, certainly 
from the State. This may also explain why Macon County 
hasn’t funded the necessary capital improvements sorely need-
ed at our local school or shown any willingness to fund a pre-k 
program. “Let the locals pay for it” seems to be the prevailing 
message. HOW? 

We believe the proliferation of  Short-Term Rentals in our 
residential neighborhoods is negatively affecting school enroll-
ment. The estimated number of  short-term rentals in High-
lands is between 275-400. It is hard to get solid data on this. 
We received information this week that the Town has identified 
276 Short-term Rentals so far. If  true, that would be over 10% 
of  the housing based on the number of  housing units identi-
fied by the Highlands Community Plan. 

It is our belief  that fewer single-family homes for long-
term rent or sale means fewer affordable homes for young 
families to rent or purchase and that is correlated with declining 
school enrollment. Other communities have reached this same 
conclusion and used it as a reason to decrease the number of  
STRs in their communities. 

Residents support schools, and we need more of  them 
with school-aged children. Every STR is a house, not a home 
for families with children. Once a community loses its neigh-
borhoods and then its schools, it dies and simply becomes a 
destination for tourists. 

In the upcoming election, we urge you to vote for the 
candidates who support you, your neighborhood and our local 
schools. Without these, Highlands will no longer be Highlands. 

The Board of  Highlands Neighborhood Coalition: 
Tom Coley, Carol Gable, Cathy Henson, Lila  

Howland, James Worrell

Highlands School 
enrollment is declining - 
What does that mean for 

our town?
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323 Franklin Road | Highlands, NC
TheBascom.org | 828.526.4949

Holiday Arts 
& Crafts Show 

Nov 4
Saturday
10 am - 4 pm

�he Bascom's Holiday Arts & Crafts Show provides a unique 
shopping experience on the plateau, showcasing a selection of 
high-quality handmade works by local and regional artists. 
Additional work by Bascom Studio Members will be on 
display in the Bascom Studio Barn. 

Three Opportunities to Shop

The Bascom Terrace1
Participating local artists:
Carla Henriquez, Stephen King, Christine and Jim Smith, 
Martha Sutherland-Wright, Cath Connelly Hudson, April 
McNiff, Linda Norman, Barbara Sallows, Deborah Bryant, 
Madison Dunaway, Annell Metsker, and Olga King

Bascom Studio Barn2

�he Bascom Shop showcases a wealth of local and regional 
artistic talent, representing over 150 artists each year.  

Enjoy handmade pottery including both functional wares 
and sculpture. All work is made by Studio Members. 

The Bascom Shop3

Kathy Manos Penn

•Ink Penn•
Airplane reading for a trip to England

Of course, I had to 
load my Kindle with 
geographically ap-

propriate mysteries for my 
summer trip to England. 
Heaven forbid I run out of  
reading material. I started the 
plane ride with one set in my 
destination, the Lake District. 
It was a long flight, so I fin-
ished that one and moved on 
to another, set in 1920s Lon-
don.

Murder in Adland 
by Bruce Beckham

Believe it or not, it was a newspa-
per reader who told me about this series. 
The short blurb made me laugh: MEET 
MAVERICK BRITISH DETECTIVE DI 
SKELGILL... “MAD, BAD AND JUST A 
LITTLE BIT COZY.” How could I resist? 

DI Skelgill investigating a murder at an 
upscale resort proved to be an entertaining 
and informative introduction to local life. 
We see him fishing on Basenthwaite Lake, 
a lake I saw from a distance on my trip and 
learned is the only true lake in the Lake Dis-
trict. Locals love to stump visitors with the 
question “How many lakes are there in the 
Lake District?”

The glossary of  local terms the author 
includes is a tad overwhelming, but very 
helpful. As DI Skelgill investigates, the ac-
tion shifts back and forth between London, 
Edinburgh, and the Lake District. The de-
scriptions make you feel as though you’re 
right there with the inspector and his team. 

There are plenty of  suspects and red 
herrings in this well plotted mystery, and 
I’m delighted that there are another nine-
teen books in the series. If  you like British 

mysteries, I recommend you 
add the DI Skelgill mysteries 
to your TBR list.
Murder I Spy: A Rex and 

Dora Mystery 
by Lynn Morrison
Imagine 1920s Eng-

land trying to shake off  the 
horror of  WWI. The up-
per class indulge in drinking 
and dancing the nights away, 
though some have more se-
rious matters to attend to. 

Meet Dora and Rex. 
“When a bright young man teams up 

with a glamorous femme fatale, the iden-
tity of  a murderer won’t be the only secret 
they’ll unmask.” Theodora Laurent, the 
femme fatale, and Lord Reginald “Rex” 
Bankes-Fernsby, both of  whom served in 
the war, are the unlikely duo who set out to 
find the killer. 

Author Lynn Morrison serves up a 
perfect mix of  glamor and danger in this 
first installment of  the Dora and Rex 1920s 
Mystery series. When you reach the last 
page, you’ll be dying to know more about 
these two likeable--dare I say “enchanting”-
-characters and how their work and their 
relationship will evolve. 

If  you’re like me, you’ll find Book II in 
the series, “The Missing Agent,” and dive 
in. Thankfully, Book III is already out, and 
Book IV arrives in October.  

• Award-winning author Kathy Manos Penn 
is a Georgia resident. Find her cozy mysteries at 
Shakespeare & Co. in Highlands, Franklin Of-
fice Supply & Gifts, and on Amazon. Contact 
her at inkpenn119@gmail.com, and follow her on 
Facebook, www.facebook.com/KathyManosPen-
nAuthor/. 

FOi' 38 years, Shiraz has offered wholesale prices to the public on their entire inventOl'y of genuinely hand woven oriental rugs.1housands of antique and contemporary pieces from around the world. HAND CLEANING• RESTORATION• APPRAISALS 

FALL 25% off 
cleaning 

& repairs!SPECIAL!45% to
 55% 

Off 
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UNR I VA L ED

261 Mirrormont
Highlands, NC 28741 | $2,199,000 | MLS #103182 

Holly Falls | 828-508-1530

TBD Spike Moss Road
Sapphire, NC 28774 | $2,200,000 | MLS #103103 
Ken Fernandez & Nancy Warriner | 828-507-3156

HIGHLANDS-DOWNTOWN OFFICE  |  828.526.8784

#1 in the Carolinas#1 in the Carolinas

WILDCAT CLIFFS OFFICE  |  828.526.4525

SAPPHIRE OFFICE  |  828.507.3165
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Nominated for ‘America’s Best’
Top 5% of Brokers in 2022* HCMLS

20 years experience
Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

• See RENOVATIONS page 18

Walk-in 
closet and 
balcony. 
One year 
minimum 

lease.
$3,800.

(unfurnished)

Call 
828-200-0044.

New 
1-bedroom 
downtown 
Highlands 
apartment 
in Village 
Square.

Macon commissioners get creative to 
complete Highlands School renovations

By Brittney Lofthouse
The Macon County Board of  Commis-

sioners have had little to no luck soliciting 
bids from companies willing to complete 
renovations and repairs to Highlands School, 
further delaying the project. The one and 
only bid the county received for the proj-
ect came in much higher than anticipated, 
leading commissioners to reject the bid and 
send the project back out for consideration. 
However, the county’s second attempt didn’t 

garner any different results, sending county 
leaders back to the drawing board. 

During the October meeting of  the 
Macon County Board of  Commissioners, 
after a lengthy discussion, the board unani-
mously voted to combine the two pending 
Highlands School renovations projects – 
the middle school renovations which has 
already been partially funded and the High-
lands expansion and PreK addition whose 

Highlands boys soccer finished undefeated in conference when Highlands hosted Blue Ridge 
Early College on Monday and earned a hard-fought win with a final of 2-1. The school also cel-
ebrated Senior Night on Monday and recognized senior players from left: JD Head, Inman Ahrens, 
Cooper Hall, Henry Lopez, Landon Green, and Peyton Naron.                       - Photo by Brian O’Shea

•Highlands School•
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Connecting people, property and community

Enjoy the ultimate peace of mind while on vacation and for your vacation home investment in Western North Carolina. 
Since 2012 our local, dedicated team has delivered unmatched service to both owners and guests.

L A N D M A R K V A C A T I O N S . C O M

HIGHLANDS OFFICE

225 MAIN STREET 

HIGHLANDS, NC 28741 

828-526-4663

CASHIERS OFFICE

17 HIGHWAY 64 EAST 

CASHIERS,  NC 28717

828-743-9234
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I’m baaaaaack again!
With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!

Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a fresh Gyro! 

Salads • Pitas • Burgers • Philly Cheese Steak • Shrimp Pita • Susan’s Rueben • Italian Sausage • Chicken Wings 
Appalachian Fries • Onion Rings • Fried Shrimp • Fish n’ Chips • Chicken Fingers and more!

Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! • 828-482-1513 • 462 Dillard Road (across from Dusty’s)
Highlands

Lunch
Tues. - Sat.

11a to 3p
828-482-1513

highlandsaerialpark.com 
Experience the best views in the state while enjo�ng 

some of the best ziplining in the country. We also 
offer challenge courses, Giant Mountain Swin g, scenic 
glided UTV tour s and more on our 96 acre p-operty. 

828-759-5146

JACKSON HOLE GEM MINE 
jacksonholcgcmminc.com 

A family-owned gem mine good for all ages. 
Our s tore offers thousands of dazzing gem s & 
minerals and a covered flume to search for your 

treasures rain or snne! 
828-524-5850

mtntours.com 
Come on an adventure in Highlands & cashiers NC!!! 

Our sightseeing, open-air vehicle and hiking tours are 
great fun for all ages. Visit spectacular waterfalls and 
mountain vistas. Featured in the Wall Street Journal. 

864-373-4022

skyvalleycountryclub.com 

A championship course layout with 
beaut iful views & challenging holes 

for a great day of golf. 

highlandsoutpost.com 
A family fun destination. Ride the Scaly 

Mountain Screamer, extreme tubing slide, 
gem mine, trout fishing & more! 

828-526-3737

fall Cruises 
ff,�1 !'f �t k

enic Boat Tours 
WorldClassWaterfalls.com 

Take a scenic waterfall cruise on 
Lake Glenville aboard our luxury 
pontoon yacht with an officially 

licensed Master Sea Captain! 

di1lardhousestables.com 
Guided Horseback Riding 

in Dillard Georgia 
Experienced guides take }OU, }{)Ur family, 

ror group along scenic tails, offering you 
breathtaking views, lush forests and the 

most amazing opportunity to splash down 
a cool mountain stream aboard your very 

own well trained equine partner. 

...PINNED continued from page 1
tance of  having full-time firefighters.  

“You full-time firefighters are critical 
concerning all you do and have had to do 
and how you respond, including your re-
sponse to the terrible situation last night,” 
said the mayor referring to the early morn-

ing Oct. 19 accident on Satulah Ridge and 
Wilson roads. (See story on page 1.)

Gearhart said the full-time, paid fire-
fighters are on three shifts – A, B, and C 
– which designate the time of  day or night 
they are on duty.

On A-shift is Lt. Travis Brooks who 
hails from Staten Island, NY and is the son 
of  a retired Staten Island firefighter. He 
moved to Highlands eight years ago.

Brooks was a volunteer with HF&R for 
six years, holding the rank of  lieutenant two 
of  those years. He was also a paid employee 

of  the Sylva Fire Department for a year af-
ter completing the Cleaveland County fire 
academy earning his Level 2 Firefighter and 
Haz Mat certification. He has also complet-
ed the Basic EMT program at SCC.

Also, on the A-shift is firefighter Jacob 
Pressler who grew up in Cashiers. He has 
five years of  fire service under his belt and 
will soon be a Level 2 Firefighter and plans 
to complete EMT basic training soon.

On the B-shift is Matt Pruett who 
grew up in Franklin. He has 15 years of  
fire service both as a volunteer and a paid 
employee.

He is a Level 1 Fire Instructor, a Level 
2 Firefighter, has been a paramedic for five 
years and has worked with Macon County 
EMS since 2011.

Also, on the B-shift is firefighter Clay 
Gibson who was born and raised in Frank-
lin. He has tallied eight years of  fire service 
work and will soon be a Level 2 Firefighter. 
He plans on completing EMT basic train-
ing, soon.

On the C-shift is Lt. Jeff  Burnette. 
He was born in Highlands and grew up in 
Glenville. He has 17 years in fire service be-
tween NC and GA. He was a paramedic for 
Glenville-Cashiers Rescue from 1998-2006.

He is a Level 1 and Level 2 Firefighter, 
a Fire Officer 1, and completed EMT basic 
training. 

Chief  Ryan Gearhart said the depart-
ment can’t do without and is lucky to have 
its volunteers and now paid, full-time fire-
fighters.

- Kim Lewicki

Read Highlands Newspaper for free 
from everywhere ... 

on the street or on the web.
Go to www.highlandsinfo.com. 

Click on Local News. 
Delivered and uploaded every 

Thurs. AM
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[We] could not have been more pleased with 

the service you provided in helping us find our 

“Highlands home”. From adjusting to our changing 

priorities to promptly answering all our questions to 

providing treats for our dogs, you always met and 

exceeded our expectations. You treated us 

like a friend and not just a client. Thank you.

— MIKE & SHARON TALBERT
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Congratulations Congratulations 
to our graduates of Leadership Highlands 2023! to our graduates of Leadership Highlands 2023! 

William Beck, Joshua Bryson, Michelle Davis, Timothy Dearth William Beck, Joshua Bryson, Michelle Davis, Timothy Dearth 
Christopher Duffy, Johanna Fein, Keith Gilbert, Daryl GriswoldChristopher Duffy, Johanna Fein, Keith Gilbert, Daryl Griswold

Jane Jerry, James Spencer, Margaret Shutze, Carol Taylor, Jerry WilsonJane Jerry, James Spencer, Margaret Shutze, Carol Taylor, Jerry Wilson

We can’t wait to see what you’ll do next!We can’t wait to see what you’ll do next!

highlandschamber.org 
828-526-5841

events@highlandschamber.org
Now taking applications for 
Leadership Highlands 2023! 

L E A D E R S H I P  H I G H L A N D S
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...INVESTING continued from page 4

Loretta Peake Newton still believes 
that personal care and attention to 
your property is what you want.

828-421-4744
MountainHomeMinders@gmail.com 

MountainHomeMinders.com

Peace of Mind in the Mountains
HomeWatch and Home Management Services 

for Seasonal/Absentee Homeowners.
Proudly serving the communities of Franklin,  

Highlands, and Cashiers.
a variety of  home projects. Since moving in 
we have had our crawlspace encapsulated, 
added a water filtration system, had shiplap 
installed to our master bedroom ceiling, and 
various DIY projects completed by Brit-
tany.  By far one of  the biggest DIY proj-
ect Brittany tackled was the addition of  a 
custom bunk bed to our guest room, where 
the top bunk is a twin and bottom bunk is 
a queen, outfitted with cubbies and outlets.

Highlands as been a great addition for 
us and we can’t wait to spend next summer 
here with more family, friends and our dog 
Charlie.

If  you see Brittany, David and Charlie 
around town, and you will, please be sure to 
give them a nice warm welcome with a wave 
of  the hand, something that Highlanders are 
so good at.

David, Brittany, and Charlie Guren.
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828-526-0229 I 2820 Dillard Road I Highlands, NC

(Across from Town Hall)
(828) 526-8390 

207 N 4th St., Highlands

Come dress yourself 
and your home for 

Fall at 
The Molly Grace! 

322 Main Street, Highlands • 828-482-0818

Highlands Mercantile is OPEN!Highlands Mercantile is OPEN!

Fine goods for your family and home.
Books • Chocolates • Coffee • Guy Gifts • Home • Skincare

8106 Dillard Road • Scaly Mtn, NC • 828-526-8800
pens.dstm@gmail.com

Featuring more than 90 local artists offering 
hand-crafted items for sale with a percentage of every 
item sold goes to provide non-perishable food boxes to 
distribution sites in Highlands and Scaly Mountain, NC  

as well as in Rabun County, GA. 

BIGBIG
FallFall

SALESALE

It’s Leaf-looker time in Highlands!It’s Leaf-looker time in Highlands!

338 Main St.
526-4777
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PLA 
N::T 

by Lauren G 

rth2�; 

DRlfTWOQD 

JOHNNY WAS ft XC\/1 
J?uL t8tew � 

326 Main St. 
828-482-4375

Check out our new store in Cashiers! Order online at www.
Lulu & You - 142 HWY 107 facebook.com/LuluB/euNC 

(828)421-3546
361 Main St 
Highlands

(Next to Annawear)

(828) 526-5226 
450 Main St. 
Highlands

• Cookware 
• Bakeware 

• Cutlery 
• Gadgets 
• Tabletop 
• Stemware 

• Small Appliances

Gourmet Kitchenware

• Free People • THML 
	 • Z Supply 

• Michael Stars 
 	 • Vintage Havana
	  Jeans by:
 	 Joes • AG 
 	  	 • Citizens 	
	  • Hudson 	
	  • Mother
	  Shoes by:
	  • ShuSh 
		  • Diba 		
	  • Blowfish 
		  • Matisse

355 Main Street
(in The Galax Theatre

526-4660

 	

Come see our Come see our 
Fall arrivals!Fall arrivals!

A Highlands tradition since 1940
Our 83rd season on Main Street

Mon.-Sat.10a-5p • Sunday 12-5p
828-526-3160

Open 10am Daily
828-482-1920
221 N. 4th St.

(Across from Town Hall)

Stylish hats at affordable 
prices!

Visit The Highlands Hatter
To get your 

Hattitude adjusted!

Seasonal 
changes are 
“natural!”

Come in and 
find your new 

favorite sweater!

It’s Leaf-looker time in Highlands!It’s Leaf-looker time in Highlands!

Don’t miss our 
upstairs SALE room!
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...RENOVATIONS continued from page 10

THE 
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!
Here, There and Everywhere ... 

the Atlanta area, too!

828.200.3050 
bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net 142 HWY 107, Cashiers, NC 28717 • 828-482-5011 • Open Year Round

Brazilian Cowhides

design phase is in the works – in 
hopes of  making the project more 
appealing to bidders. As part of  
the vote taken by commissioners, 
the board also decided to take a 
less conventional approach to the 
process by soliciting bids from eli-
gible Construction Managers At-
Risk (CMAR).

According to North Caro-
lina General Statute, a CMAR 
may perform a portion of  the 
work only if  (i) bidding produces 
no responsible, responsive bid-
der for that portion of  the work, 
the lowest responsible, responsive 
bidder will not execute a contract 
for the bid portion of  the work, 
or the subcontractor defaults and 
a prequalified replacement cannot 
be obtained in a timely manner, 
and the public entity approves of  
the construction manager at risk’s 
performance of  the work.

The board’s decision to move 
forward with the CMAR rather 
than the traditional route taken 
for capital projects was largely 
supported by the need to move 
forward with ordering materi-
als such as the HVAC unit and 
new windows for the renovations 

to the Highlands middle school 
wing. Lead time on those materi-
als are getting longer each week 
and according to project architect 
Paul Boney, Senior Vice President 
of  LS3P, a CMAR will help the 
school district avoid further cost 
escalation due to the rise in mate-
rial costs. 

Commissioner John Shearl 
expressed concern surrounding 
combining the projects consider-
ing the fact that at this juncture, 
the county has expressed no intent 
of  moving forward with the High-
lands expansion and PreK portion 
of  renovations.

According to Boney, the bid 
package specifically states that 
while the two phases are com-
bined, the county reserves the right 
to separate the projects at any time 
and terminate the contract prior to 
the second phase beginning.

 “You’re not committing to 
the larger project, we’re just trying 
to move it forward,” Boney said. 
“It’s the fastest way to do that.”

Commissioner Paul Higdon 
shared his frustration with ongo-
ing funding discussions with the 
school system saying, “I feel like 

we’re just the funding arm for the 
Board of  Education a lot of  the 
time, and that schools make up the 
majority of  the county’s budget.” 

Although Commissioner Hig-
don expressed displeasure in being 
used as the school system’s “fund-
ing arm” statutorily, by definition, 
the county is obligated to serve as 
the school system’s funding arm, 
as North Carolina does not allow 
school districts to levy a tax to gen-
erate revenue themselves. 

Commissioner Shearl also 
shared his hesitancy to move for-
ward with combing the projects 
because following meetings with 
residents in Highlands, he said 
private citizens were working to 
secure funding for the expansion 
of  the school. Highlands Board of  
Education representative Hilary 
Wilkes noted that Shearl’s assump-
tion was incorrect and must have 
resulted from miscommunication, 
because while residents requested 
the design phase to be completed 
so funding could be secured for 
the project, it was never the inten-
tion for the funding to be secured 
privately.
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WWW.JEFFWELLERHIGHLANDS.COM

VOTE
Community - Responsible Planning – LeadershipCommunity - Responsible Planning – Leadership

“I’m asking for your vote this election for the Town of 
Highlands Board of Commissioners.  I’d like to bring fresh 
ideas and some new vision to the Board.  I would be 
honored to be your Commissioner and  would appreciate  
your support.” - Jeff Weller

KEY ELECTION DATES

OCTOBER

6
Absentee Mail-in

Voting Begins

OCTOBER

19
Early Voting

Period

NOVEMBER

4to

NOVEMBER

7
Election Day

- Paid for by the Committee to Elect jeff Weller -

we’re just the funding arm for the 
Board of  Education a lot of  the 
time, and that schools make up the 
majority of  the county’s budget.” 

Although Commissioner Hig-
don expressed displeasure in being 
used as the school system’s “fund-
ing arm” statutorily, by definition, 
the county is obligated to serve as 
the school system’s funding arm, 
as North Carolina does not allow 
school districts to levy a tax to gen-
erate revenue themselves. 

Commissioner Shearl also 
shared his hesitancy to move for-
ward with combing the projects 
because following meetings with 
residents in Highlands, he said 
private citizens were working to 
secure funding for the expansion 
of  the school. Highlands Board of  
Education representative Hilary 
Wilkes noted that Shearl’s assump-
tion was incorrect and must have 
resulted from miscommunication, 
because while residents requested 
the design phase to be completed 
so funding could be secured for 
the project, it was never the inten-
tion for the funding to be secured 
privately.
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• See BUDGET page 25

Free! Trick-or-Treating

Kid Zone
 

Hot Dogs, Popcorn

& Hot Chocolate 

Live Music by 

The Foxfire Boys,
The High Five

and DJ Mike Murphy

visithighlandsnc.com

Made possible by the Highlands Chamber of Commerce/Visit Highlands, NC with special thanks to Highlands School PTO, Highlands School 
Booster Club, Highlands School Interact Club, Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Plateau, MountainTop Rotary and Highlands Rotary.

Halloween on Main
Tuesday, October 31, 6 – 8 p.m.
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Highlands' Taxpayers Are 
Talking About 3 Things: 

Fiscal Responsibility 
You work hard for your money, and I'll work to 
ensure each tax dollar provides you a return on your 
investment, asking for input and creating 
transparency. 

Better Collaboration 
Our best path forward is for the Town to work with 
other entities, helping collaborate for the best to 
protect and preserve our Town while ensuring a 
future that will support small businesses and future 
generations. 

While growth is inevitable, I'll work to proactively 
find fair solutions to challenges before they become 
problems. 

The 7th Annual Highlands Food & Wine Festival set for Thursday, Nov. 9 through 
Sunday, Nov. 12 is locked and ready with a waitlist for two of  the five events – the opening 
Grand Tasting Thursday night sponsored by Allen Tate Realtors- Pat Allen Realty and Sat-
urday’s Main Event sponsored by Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Meadows Mountain 
Realty.

This year all ticket prices include a charitable donation ranging from $25-$125 plus 
taxes and fees.

The Grand Tasting, to be held on The Bascom terrace is Thurs. Nov. 9, 7-10 p.m., fea-
turing Southern Avenue. Tickets are $295 per person. It is sold out but there is a waiting list.

Truckin’ presented by Wilson Gas is to be held in K-H Founders Park on Pine Street, 
Fri., 1-4:30 p.m. headlines End of  the Line and features Matt Koziol. Tickets at $295 are 
still available.

Saturday’s Main Event is on Main Street from noon-3:30 p.m. headlining: Grace Potter 
and Features Katie Pruitt. Tickets are $350 per person. It is sold out but there is a waiting 
list.

Saturday’s A Generous Pour presented by Highlands Vacation Rentals and Tarpon 
Cellars is at the Highlands Performing Arts Center from 8-10 p.m. featuring Chuck Leavell. 
Tickets are $500 per person and are still available for this seated event.

On Sunday, Nov. 12 Lupoli Construction presents A Shot at Redemption at the K-H 
Founders Park from noon to 3p.m. headlining The War and Treaty and featuring: Harlem 
Gospel Travelers. Tickets at $295 are still available.

There are also wine dinners and specialty events at …on the Verandah, Flat Mountain 
Farm, The Farm at Old Edwards, Wolfgang’s, and 4118 Kitchen + Bar.

Tickets for the VIP Weekender Plus, which includes tickets to all the events, are $2,100 
per person ($125 charitable donation included) + taxes & fees. These tickets are sold out, 
but there is a waitlist.

VIP Weekender Pass that does not include A Generous Pour is $1,600 per person with 
a $100 charitable donation included + taxes & fees.

For more information and to buy tickets go to https://highlandsfoodandwine.com.

Highlands Food & Wine is almost here!
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•Highlands Events•
NEW POOL SCHEDULE

• Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri., 6.-9:45a, and 
Sat.,10a-11p - 6 lanes. Water Aerobics: 18 
yrs plus, Mon.-Fri. 10 -11am with Karen 
Chambers. Adult Swim: 18 years old+, 
Mon.-Thurs 11a-1:30p; Public Swim Mon. 
thru Thurs. 3:30-7p; Sat. 11a-6p and Sun. 
1-6p. For info, call 828-526-1595.

Oct. 6-28
• “The Rocky Horror Show” at Moun-

tain Theatre Company now in residence at 
the Performing Arts Center on Chestnut 
Street. For tickets www.mountaintheatre.
com.

Thurs., Oct. 26
• Elected local officials, including the 

Mayor of Highlands, as well as the High-
lands Chamber of Commerce and local 
Hotwire Communications leadership, 
unveil the Highlands Fision Experience 
Center for residents and businesses to 
experience the cutting-edge technology 
and innovative Fision products powered 
by our multi-Gigabit fiber-optic network 
at 670 N. 4th St. Check in is 1:45-2p and 
the program begins at 2.

• Highlands Parks and Recreation will 
have a Halloween Spooktacular Event on 
Thursday night from 5:30-7:30pm. The 

pital Drive in Highlands, 10 –11 a.m.
Sat. Oct. 28 
• At The Bascom, Cynthia Strain 

book signing from 3 – 5 pm. Free to at-
tend• Free Fall Concert with the H-C 
Chamber Music Festival, 5 p.m., at First 
Presbyterian Church. Sponsored by the 
Cullasaja Women’s Outreach. 

Sun., Oct. 29
• Aura Photography Readings at Ho-

listic, 11:30a-4:30p. Reservations required. 
828-487-5597.

Tues., Oct. 31
• Halloween on Main (from 2nd to 

5th streets) will be open to pedestrians 
from 6-8 p.m. on Tuesday, Participating 
merchants will distribute candy. Musical 
performances include the Foxfire Boys 
in front of Reeves Hardware, High Five in 
front of Berkshire Hathaway and DJ Mike 
Murphy next to Kilwins. The Kid’s Zone 
will be on Fourth St.

Wed., Nov 1
• Hudson Library, in partnership 

with VAYA Health, is hosting an educa-
tional series on adult mental health top-
ics, held on the first Wednesday of each 
month at 11 AM. This series is aimed 
particularly at older adults and will focus 
on mental health topics of particular in-
terest to them, but all ages are welcome 
to attend. The November 1 program is 
Dementia: A Deeper Understanding. 
Reservations are required for this free 
event. To register, stop by the library or 
call 828-526-3031. 

• The Bascom: A Center for the Visual 
Arts Invites You to “Wine Wednesdays” – 
A New Holiday Tradition. This festive holi-
day offering will occur each Wednesday 
leading up to Thanksgiving, from 3:30-5 
pm. “Wine Wednesdays” offer a unique 
opportunity for visitors to explore The 
Shop and Studio Barn, all while enjoying 
a glass of wine and browsing the work of 
local and regional artists.

Wed.-Sun., Nov. 1-5
At PAC, the Highlands-Cashiers Play-

ers present “Parallel Lives” 7:30 p.m. and 
2:30 p.m., Sundays. For tickets go to high-
landsperformingarts.com 

Sat., Nov. 4
• Volunteers are needed to help 

Tidy Our Town on Saturday beginning at 
8:30 a.m., weather permitting. Volunteers 
will begin at K-H Founders Park on Pine 
Street, to get geographic assignments be-
fore collecting trash. Volunteers will get a 
light breakfast, a safety vest, gloves, pick-up 

Wine Wednesdays
Each Wednesday through Thanksgiving

Spread the season’s joy with hand-
crafted treasures! Discover unique 
finds at The Shop and Studio Barn: 
sculpture, pottery, paintings, textiles, 
glass, photography, books, & more. 
Your purchase supports regional 
artists and our creative economy. Plus, 
savor a glass of wine while you shop 
every “Wine Wednesday” through 
Thanksgiving at The Bascom.

323 Franklin Road | Highlands, NC 
TheBascom.org | 828.526.4949

Wednesdays
3:30 pm - 5 pm

event will include pumpkin decorating, 
apple bobbing and other games geared to 
ages 5-10, but everyone is welcome. Wear 
your spookiest costume or come as you 
are. We look forward to a fun event for the 
whole family.

Fri., Oct. 27
• At Hudson Library, Community Cof-

fee with the Mayor Friday at 11a in the 
Hudson Library Meeting Room for the 
final Community Coffee with the Mayor 
of 2023. The topic will be: “What is Ahead 
for Highlands: An Idea Discussion with the 
Mayor.”

• Let’s bring baseball back to High-
lands School!. On Friday at 5:30-7:30 pm at 
the town field we will be hosting a family 
fun night. We will do some hitting, fielding 
and throwing. This night is to gauge inter-
est in starting a middle school team this 
coming spring. 

Sat., Oct. 28
• Mission Health is partnering with 

local law enforcement agencies on Satur-
day to host our 5th annual Crush the Cri-
sis, a prescription drug take-back event. 
In Highlands unused prescription drugs 
can be turned in at the front entrance of 
Highlands-Cashiers Hospital at 190 Hos-

tools and garbage bags. Only areas within 
the town limits will be covered. To partici-
pate please email events@highlandscham-
ber.org or call 828-526-5841. 

• At The Bascom, Holiday Arts & 
Crafts Show on The Bascom Terrace and 
in the Bascom Studio Barn and in The Bas-
com Shop. It’s free 10a to 4p.

Thurs.-Sun., Nov. 9-12
• The 7th Annual Highlands Food & 

Wine Festival featuring the Grand Tasting, 
Truckin’, the Main Event, A Generous Pour 
and A Shot at Redemption. For more in-
formation and to buy tickets go to https://
highlandsfoodandwine.com.

Fri., Nov 10-26
• At Acorn’s Trunk Shows Pop-Up 

10a-5p. 
Fri., Nov. 10
• Garrison Keillor, Tonight! at PAC-

HPAC at 7:30 p.m. $80 per person. Call 
828-526-9060 for tickets or go online at 
h-cmusicfestival.org. 

Nov. 16-19
• At PAC, the Highlands-Cashiers 

Players present “Parallel Lives” 7:30 p.m. 
and 2:30 p.m., Sundays. For tickets go to 
highlandsperformingarts.com

Thurs., Nov 30
• At The Bascom, ceramic artist talk 

with Christine Kosiba from 4-5 p.m. Free.
Fri.- Sun., Dec. 1-3
• Half-Mile Farm is thrilled to wel-

come Rebecca Lang, author of Y’all Come 
Over and Judge on the Food Network’s 
Chopped Junior for a weekend of South-
ern Foodie fun. Hosted events are for 
Half-Mile Farm guests only.To attend this 
complimentary event at Half-Mile Farm 
Dec. 1-3 book your stay today.

Dec. 8-24
• “Home of the Holidays” at Moun-

tain Theatre Company now in residence at 
the Performing Arts Center on Chestnut 
Street. Tickets go to www.mountainthe-
atre.com

Sat. Dec. 16
• Wreaths across America Day is Sat-

urday The ceremony will be at 12 noon at 
Highlands Rec. Park, 600 North 4th Street. 
Volunteers are needed to place wreaths. 
Volunteers will be shuttled to and from 
Highlands Cemetery afterwards.

Sat.-Sun., May 11-12
• The 4th annual Bear Shadow will be 

held again at Winfield Farm in Scaly Moun-
tain. Ticket prices, talent lineup and times 
are yet to be announced. Stay tuned.
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#1 in the Carolinas

mot
her

s
THERE’S SOMETHING SPECIAL ABOUT

Mothers & Daughters

PAT ALLEN JULIE OSBORN

SPLASH ZIGGY

daughters
LET US SHOW YOU HOW SPECIAL YOU ARE!

#1 Small Team 2022 | Allen Tate Company Wide (out of 2,200 Brokers)

Happy Halloween NO TRICKS...JUST TREATS!
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Nancy’s & The Exchange
Fancys for Men

Pen Turning Class
Learn how to make your own 

wooden pen! 
Choose from 5 different pen 

styles. Cost: $40-50 per person 
and includes laser engraving. 
Bird House/Bird Feeder 

& Bat House Classes
Learn how to make a Bird House, 

Bird Feeder or Bat House! 
Choose from 5 different Bird 
House styles, 2 different Bird 
Feeder styles or a Bat House. 

Cost: $20-$45 per person 
Call 828-526-8800 or email 

scalymtncrafters@gmail.com to 
schedule a class! 

Each class lasts approximately 90 
minutes and provides 25 meals 

locally for each item made.

Family Classes at
Scaly Mountain Crafters 

828-526-5029 
2060 Dillard Rd, Highlands

2 miles south of Main, Highlands

Select from a Select from a 
BOO-tiful BOO-tiful 
Selection of Selection of 
BOO JeansBOO Jeans

Men & Women’s at Men & Women’s at 
GHOSTLY PricesGHOSTLY Prices

uninjured. 
Officers on the scene deter-

mined through an investigation 
that Drijver was impaired. 

“We take these cases very seri-
ously and are dedicated to the safe-
ty of  our residents and visitors. We 

commend the Highlands Fire and 
Rescue and Macon County EMS’s 
quick response,” said Holland.

HF&R Chief  Ryan Gear-
hart said the department was dis-
patched to the scene of  a motor 
vehicle accident with unknown in-
juries or number of  occupants at 
the intersection of  Satulah Ridge 
and Wilson Road intersection. 

“Upon our arrival, and after 
talking with Highlands PD offi-
cers, it was determined that there 
were three people injured, with 
two people trapped in the front 
seat, unable to get the door open. 

“HF&R units assisted Macon 
County EMS to remove one male 
patient from the rear seat, and 
then opened the front door with 
the jaws-of-life. 

“HF&R units then assisted 
the EMS crew to get the two 
people (1 male, 1 female) out of  
the front seat. “Three people were 
transported to area medical facili-
ties - two by ground to Harris Re-
gional in Sylva and one by air to 
Greenville, SC via Lifenet 10 Me-
divac,” he said.

Gearhart said Macon County 
EMS used both ambulances from 
the Highlands base and one from 
Franklin, as well as one from 
Glenville-Cashiers Rescue.

“It was a critical joint effort 
between multiple agencies and we 
appreciate each of  them and what 

they do for, and with us for our 
community,” said Gearhart.

The Highlands Police De-
partment charged Steijn Pieter 
Drijver, 19, with Driving While 
Impaired, 2 Felony Serious Injury 
by Vehicle counts, and Reckless 
Driving-Wanton Disregard. 

On Friday, Oct. 20, an agent 
with the Alcohol Law Enforce-
ment (ALE) agency assisted with 
the follow-up investigation. 

Through the course of  the 
ALE investigation, special agents 
verified the driver purchased nu-
merous mixed beverages from 
4118 Kitchen + Bar, in Highlands 
Plaza, Highlands. 

The bartender, Ryan Patrick 
Henry, 41, of  Cashiers failed to 
verify the age of  the underage 
individual. ALE cited Henry for 
selling alcohol to someone under 
the age of  21 and one count of  
allowing violations to occur at an 
ABC-licensed business.  

ALE will submit violation 
reports to the ABC Commission 
documenting the investigative 
findings. The ABC Commission 
may choose to sanction 4118 
Kitchen + Bar through a fine, 
suspension, or revocation of  the 
business’ ABC permits.   

“We would like to thank 
the ALE for joining our quest to 
keep Highlands safe,” said Chief  
Holland.              - Kim Lewicki

...WRECK continued from page 1
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Read Highlands Newspaper for free from everywhere ... 
on the street or on the web.

Go to www.highlandsinfo.com. Click on Local News. 
Delivered and uploaded every Thurs. AM

...SIDEWALK continued from page 1

24B CANOE POINT • CASHIERS, NC

ADORtherapy
Store from Asheville

Reservations • 828-487-5597

Sunday, Oct. 29 • 11:30a-4:30p
$65

AURA PHOTOGRAPHY READINGS/14 pg report

steele.holistics@gmail.com

It is time to tidy up our town! 
And we need a little help 

from our friends.

We’ll begin at 
Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park,

Pine Street, Highlands.

Tidy Our Town
Join us!

Saturday, November 4
8:30 a.m. This event is hosted by the

Highlands Chamber of Commerce/Visit Highlands, NC.
 For more information: highlandschamber.org or 828-526-5841

visithighlandsnc.com

To participate, send an email to
events@highlandschamber.org

off  at closing time.
Michael Mathis, planning director, 

also introduced a commercial color chart 
suggested by the Planning Board. The col-
ors are for main commercial business’s, 
base, trim and accent colors.  

Mayor Pat Taylor brought up the 
need to discuss weekend work regulations 
regarding weed whackers and other noisy 
tools used by commercial entities on the 
weekend.

With winter approaching the mayor 
also suggested the town and its citizens be 
prepared for winter weather.

The hot topic discussed at the Town 
Board meeting that began at 7 p.m., was 
the NC 106 sidewalk.

Shelby Place homeowners said they 
didn’t want an elevated sidewalk running 
across their property. They were initially 
OK with the walk descending the embank-
ment along the road to ascend and rejoin 
the walk further south, but they didn’t 
want to see the sidewalk, which would 
have been the case if  elevated.

“Sometimes things just don’t work 
out and that’s the case here,” said Mayor 
Pat Taylor.

With the Shelby Place decision and 
after meeting again with DOT engineers, it 

was decided that running the sidewalk down 
the right side of  NC 106 was the way to go. 
No crosswalk is proposed at this time.

The town has right-of-way easements 
down the road so the only obstacle will be 
the need to construct and back-fill a retain-
ing wall in one area.

Commissioner John Dotson, who 
wanted the sidewalk to go down the left side 
of  the road due to potential of  future devel-
opment said that should areas be developed, 
the developers would be responsible for a 
sidewalk.

“So, maybe this is the way we do want 
to go,” he said.

According to Town Manager Josh Ward 
an exact quote isn’t yet available for the con-
struction of  the sidewalk on the north side 
of  Hwy 106.  

But an early projection for the sidewalk 
on the south side – which has been nixed – 
was around $1.6 million. 

“If  awarded, the Carbon Reduction 
Grant would cover 80% of  the construction 
cost,” said Ward.

Private donations are also in the mix.
Staff  was instructed to move ahead 

with estimating the cost and applying for the 
grant.

- Kim Lewicki
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•Spiritually Speaking•

Sr. Pastor 
Gary Hewins
Community Bible Church
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Proverbs 3:5 • Places to Worship • John 3:16
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315

Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m. Worship; Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Rev’d Dr. Michael Matlock, Rector 
464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717

CAC@christanglicancashers.org & 828-743-1701
Sundays: 9:30 am Adult Christian Formation;

10:30 am Holy Eucharist Worship
Wednesdays: 6 pm Bible Study, Prayer, Potluck

Thursdays: 10 am Healing Eucharist
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS

Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470
www.cashiers.church

Sun.10:45am. S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals 10am.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.

Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sundays: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am

Wednesdays: Youth 5:30-7pm; Women’s Bible Study: Mondays 
4:30pm, Tuesdays 10am; Men’s Bible Study: Wednesdays & 

Thursdays 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY

706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org

Sunday: Rite I, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite II with Choir 10:30 
am in Sanctuary, Wed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, Morn-

ing Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Women’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Emily Wilmarth, pastor 
828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org

Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.
Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m. Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376

In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
 909a Bluegrass and 11a Traditional

 www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdorf

Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

Franklin • 828-634-1312 • mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: 1st /Fri. and 3rd Sat. 

and Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur. 
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.  

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Tues. - 9:30am; Thurs. - 9:30am; Sat. 4pm; Sun. - 11am 
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon; 
Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

Sunday Services: 8a. 9:30 & 11a
Visit our website www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com for 

schedules of activities. 
Our Bazaar Barn supports outreach in the community. 

Open Thurs., Fri. Sat. 10a -2p.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers

Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

Highlands, 
NC: Distinct 
Seasons and 

Distinct 
Purposes

The Byrds produced a song entitled, Turn! Turn! 
Turn!, which became a huge hit in 1965. The lyr-
ics were in large part 1,000s of  years old, the song 

was based on the third chapter of  a book written by King 
Solomon.  To everything there is a season, A time for ev-
ery purpose under heaven. (Ecclesiastes 3:1)

Solomon was right to understand life in the context 
of  seasons. We all experience seasons in relationships, 
business and of  course in life and even dying. Seasons are 
inevitable. People have seasons and even towns like High-
lands, have seasons. 

Winters here on the plateau are for many a season 
of  rest. Many “full-timers” have worked hard in the 
other seasons, saved up their acorns, in large part to rest 
and ready themselves for spring. The harsher the winter 
weather, perhaps the more deserved rest. Winters are for 
friends and family, putting on a few pounds and enjoying 
a lot less road traffic. The rhythm of  winter appeals to the 
many who perhaps came to the mountains for a quieter 
ambience. Winters can be a season of  warm coziness, rich 
in reflective preparation, not to mention holiday cheer.

Spring in our mountains announces the coming of  a 
new rhythm. Landscapers prep equipment to prep lawns 
for houses being prepped for sale. Merchants and clubs 
welcome international workers for a new season of  recre-
ation and camaraderie. Our beautiful vistas prepare to woo 
harried, city dwellers wanting a break from the “monox-
ized, concrete jungles” they navigate daily. Our mountains 
come alive with new life as our farmer’s markets and nurs-
eries open with the fragrance of  a new season.

Summers are filled with the sounds of  weddings, 
community concerts and new plays that entertain vaca-
tioners and remind them of  their need to slow down and 
enjoy life. Summer traditions are rich and nostalgic for 
many, our inns are near full, our sidewalks too, and we 
become hosts to people who seems to want to be tempo-
rarily enveloped by a beautiful vista, a thundering water-
fall or meandering hiking trail. If  only for an elusive mo-
ment, something in nature can deeply touch their nature 
in hopes of  transcending all that they left behind. 

Fall, if  timed right, can mesmerize one with a kalei-
doscope of  yellows and golds and that majestic red maple. 
Fall screams from a higher altitude and says, “y’all come 
back one more time before we nearly shut down for a 
while. Come back one more time, it will be worth it, then 
leave us be.”    

Yes, we do experience seasons as a community and 
the nuances of  such have only been touched on here. 
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•Police & Fire Reports•
Highlands Police entries from 

Oct. 13. Only the names of persons ar-
rested, issued a summons/citation, is-
sued a Class-3 misdemeanor or those 
of public officials have been used. 

Oct. 13
• At 3:14 p.m., officers responded to 

a call of someone in possession of a small 
amount of marijuana.

• At 3:14 p.m., Raymond Earl Adams, 
39, of Franklin, was issued a summons cita-
tion for drug/narcotic violations.

Oct. 17
• At 7:20 a.m., officers responded to a 

one-vehicle accident on NC 28 south.
Oct. 19
• A little past midnight, the dept. re-

sponded to a one-vehicle accident on Wil-
son Road.

• At 1:20 a.m., Steijn Willem, Pieter, 19, 
of Highlands, was arrested for DUI, 2 feloni-
ous serious injury by vehicle and reckless 
driving wanton disregard. He was issued 
at $15,000 secured bond. His trial date is 
Nov. 8.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue log 
from Oct. 17.

Oct. 17
• At 7:31 a.m., the dept. responded to 

a motor vehicle accident on S. 4th Street.
Oct. 18
• At 6:12 a.m., the dept. responded to a 

motor vehicle accident on the Dillard Road.
• At 8:18 p.m., the dept. responded to a 

call of a possible gas leak at a residence on 

Pierson Drive.
Oct. 19
• A little past midnight, the dept. re-

sponded to a motor vehicle accident on 
Wilson Road.

• At 2:18 p.m., the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a location on Main Street.

• At 5:31 p.m., the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a location on Oak Street.

Oct. 20
• At 8:21 p.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on Happoldt Drive.
• At 9:12 p.m., the dept. responded to 

a call of a possible structure fire on Wilson 
Road.

Oct. 21
• A little past midnight, the dept. re-

sponded to a motor vehicle accident on the 
Franklin Road.

• At 4:19 p.m., the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Spruce Lane.

• At 7:22 p.m., the dept. responded to a 
fire alarm on Country Club Drive.

Oct. 22
• At 12:28 p.m., the dept. responded to 

a Co2 alarm at a residence on Holt Knob.
• At 1:42 p.m., the dept. responded to 

a motor vehicle accident on the Cashiers 
Road.

Oct. 23
• At 2:28 p.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a location on Main Street.
• At 8:41 p.m., the dept. was called to 

conduct an investigation at N. 4th Street and 
Carolina Way.

Chestnut Hill, 
a residential retirement community on a quiet 
mountain top in Highlands, NC, has spacious 

Assisted Living Apartments.
It is a full-service, Medicaid Certified community. 

For further information call Linda Tiffany at 
828-526-5251 or 904-514-4896
www.chestnuthillofhighlands.com

Read Highlands Newspaper for free from everywhere ... 
on the street or on the web.

Go to www.highlandsinfo.com. Click on Local News. 
Delivered and uploaded every Thurs. AM

We too experience seasons as individu-
als. What season are you in?  Are you in 
the winter of  your life? If  so, may your 
rest not be idleness but active, purposeful 
investment in others. Are you in an excit-
ing spring-like season of  life. Perhaps new 
possibilities, new places, new perspec-
tives? May your adventure be exciting, in-
spiring and captivating. Are you in a sum-
mer season of  life right now?  Are you 
working both hard and smart?  Are you 
prioritizing, reaching goals, accumulating 
acorns and enjoying what it is you do?  
May your time and your sweat equity pay 
off  but not cost you love. Are you in the 
fall of  life? Perhaps you are winding down 
and now really appreciating the beauty of  
who and what really matters. May your life 
be a multi-dimensional, colorful reflection 
of  experiences rather than a one-dimen-
sional monochrome version.

	 What was King Solomon try-
ing to say?  What were the Byrds trying 
to convey through song?  Wherever you 
are, fully be there. Know, too, that you 

are in an ordained season with a specific 
purpose. Your season and purpose is not 
random or serendipitous. Whether you re-
alize it or not, your seasons and purposes 
take place “under heaven.”  You were cre-
ated to appreciate this creation, but more 
so its Creator. During times of  rest and 
reflection, or during seasons of  newness, 
He longs for a connection between you 
and Him. Call on His Name. He patiently 
waits during all seasons. Call on Him in 
the winters of  your marriage or business. 
Call on Him during your seasons of  peak 
production. You can be enveloped by His 
astounding grace and love. Some look to 
the sun, moon and stars for direction and 
the diversity of  seasons. If  you have yet to 
do so, look not to the sun, nor to the moon 
or stars but to the One who delicately put 
them in place. He has for you an inexhaust-
ible reservoir of  goodness and purpose in 
whatever season of  life you find yourself.  
Call on His Name, the Bible says.  For 
“whoever calls on the name of  the Lord 
(Jesus) shall be saved.” (Romans 10:13)

...SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING from page 26
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Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 log cabins nestled in 
the hemlocks 

on 25 acres at the base 
of Whiteside 
Mountain.

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Mendoza Tree Expert
& Crane Service

Quality Tree Care & Removal 
18+ years

828-200-9217 • fully insured

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

We accept al l  credit cards

Grading • Lot Clearing • Retaining Wall
Driveways • Septic Placement

Call Raul 
706-982-3803 
706-970-7638
828-347-0255

valenciagrading@gmail.com

GARY GARREN
Cell: (828) 482-2370

gsgarren@gmail.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com

33

Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

ryan.bears@allentate.com

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

JUNK
WE HAUL IT AWAY

House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate

 828 - 421 - 5188

• Septic Installation
• Land Clearing/Clean Up
• Driveway Install/Repair
• Gravel/Dirt/Mulch/Delivery

• Pressure Washing
• Culvert/Drainage Installs
• Sod Installation

…We Love Small Jobs!
828-655-7733

www.blueridgelandservices.com

Life is better connected.
Join us this Sunday

(new series)
8:40am - Coffee/Nibbles

9am - Live Stream 
w/Andy Stanley

For directions call Bee at 404-307-1415.
8/31

Paul Corbin
Owner

A&O LANDSCAPING SERVICES, LLC

828-371-2240
pcorbin1631@aol.com

Founding Member
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Cody Hervey • 828-200-6926

Desimir 
Petrovic

Broker

Cell: 646-315-0048
Office: 828-526-8784

desimir.petrovic@allentate.com

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

• Income Property Investments 
• Southeastern U.S. and beyond
• 36 Years of Satisfied Clientele
• Affiliate of KW Commercial 
 Peachtree Road, Atlanta, GA

Steve Massell
CCIM 

(404) 255-6810 • realty@massell.com

FOR SALE
NEW CROP GA PECANS - Harvesting now. Order 

from PEO. Pound packages (halves or pieces) Expected about 
Nov. 1. Order now. Call 828-200-1598. or 828-787-1387.

3 RV CLASS A SITES at Wildflower Creek RV Resort. 
A small, secluded, mature luxury resort. Call for more informa-
tion. 828-421-1709. (st. 10/13)

FOR LEASE
BRAND NEW TRAILERS FOR RENT. 2 bedrooms/2 

baths $1700/month and 3 bedrooms/2 baths $2250/month. Be-
tween Highlands & Cashiers. Includes hi-speed internet, water, 
& washer/dryer. No dogs. Inquires, Marcy - (706) 982-0444. (st. 
5/4) 

HELP WANTED
WADE HAMPTON GOLF CLUB is currently seek-

ing an administrative manager to join the team. The position 
can be full-time with benefits or part-time without benefits 
and offers competitive pay and flexible hours. The administra-
tive manager is responsible for clerical tasks including track-
ing labor, invoices, and supplies. This position assists with the 
distribution of inventory, running errands as needed, updating 
spreadsheets, word and excel a plus, and is responsible for 
welcoming guests to the golf course operations department. 
Please contact Eric Shomaker at #828-743-5653 or email 
your resume to golfcourse@wadehamptongc.com to apply. 
(st. 10/12)

SERVICES 
GUTTER CLEANING and roof repair. Call 828-371-1103. 

(9/28)
20-FT ROLL BACK AVAILABLE for hauling, local or 

long distance. Call Danny at 828-200-2855. (st. 9/28)
MURPHY’S PAINT CO. - interior/exterior painting/

sheetrock repair/wallpaper removal/log homes/decks. Insured. 
Free estimates. 828-332-0525 or 828-421-8600 (11/2)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN VINSON: scan-
ning photos, slides & negatives to CD or DVD for easier viewing. 
Video transfer to DVD. Everything done in house. Leave message 
at 828-526-5208.

2460 Cashiers Road • Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com

Kiln dried 
FIREWOODFIREWOOD
Delivery or pickup

•Classifieds•Cosmos Flowers

Store: 828-526-0044
Cell: 828-200-6101

cosmosflowersnc@gmail.com
95 Highlands Plaza

Follow us
Instagram and facebook

@cosmosflowersnc

Full Service Florist

HOME REMODELING • NEW CONSTRUCTION 
INTERIOR 6 EXTERIOR• REPAIR • DRYWALL i=. -� 

SHOWER REMODEL • PAINT 6 STAIN 
REPAIR • DRYWALL • CARPENTRY 

828.332.2520 
828.371.2189 

MENDOZAPAINT17@GMAIL.COM 0 



Upstairs and Across the 
Walkway at Falls on Main 

Highlands

Owner/Stylist: 
Lacy Jane Villardo

Stylists: 
Heather Escandon

Maggie Barden 
Desiray Schmitt 
Lauren Buckely
Valarie Welch

Nail Tech: 
Jenna Schmitt

Massage Therapist:
Brenda Lopez

Hair • Nails • Waxing 
Tanning • Facials • Massages 

Walk-ins Welcome!
Open at 9a Tues.-Sat.

828-526-3939
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...Q&A continued from page 1
Kay Craig
The Town of  Highlands should sup-

port our school, however, the funding of  
our school falls 100% on Macon County 
and to a smaller extent the State.

County funding for all the schools 
comes from property tax and a small per-

centage of  sales tax to which Highlands con-
tributes a large portion. 

The Town should be an advocate for the 
school and continue supporting the students 
with programs like the scholarship fund. We 
can also explore new ways to partner with 
the community to support our students.

John Dotson
Both of  my daughters attended High-

lands School from Kindergarten through 
graduation. They both received a well-
rounded primary education that supported 
their acceptance into a number of  presti-
gious colleges and universities.

My support of  the Highlands School is 
unwavering.

Even though Highlands School falls 
completely under the purview of  the Macon 
County Commissioners, I think The Town 
of  Highlands should stand as supporter, ad-
vocate and enabler for the school.

We should bring to bear any and all le-
verage available to help elevate our children 
and provide the absolute best education and 
facilities possible.

In 1975 The Town of  Highlands Schol-
arship Fund was established by the North 
Carolina General Assembly. It was set up to 
help assist graduates of  Highlands School in 
their post-high school educational endeav-
ors.

We are extraordinarily lucky to have this 
resource for our graduates and is one way 
the Town of  Highlands can continue to con-
tribute to their success. Go Highlanders!!

Brian Stiehler
We are so fortunate to have a first-class 

institution, the Highlands School, as part 
of  our community. My daughter, Anna, is a 
2023 graduate of  the school so I can speak 
firsthand about the quality of  the education 
and the wonderful faculty that makes it what 
it is. I wish the town had more financial in-
terest in the school, but that is the responsi-
bility of  the county, where county property 
tax is what funds the Macon County School 
system. 

Highlands is unique, and our needs dif-
fer from those of  the rest of  the county. This 
doesn’t mean the town can’t be involved in 
the school and the lives of  the young folks. 
When you look at such things as the School 
Resource Officer (a Highlands Police Offi-
cer), our support of  several 5K fundraisers, 
the Scholarship fund, and the DARE pro-
gram, you can see there is a lot of  support 
that the Town is providing to the school.

That said, I think after-school care and 
summer youth programs have a tremendous 
need in this community and while it isn’t di-
rect support to the Highlands School, it’s an 
area the town can be a major player in filling 
in the gaps that are desperately needed.

A conversation that I’ve been a part 

of  recently, and I am a huge advocate for, 
is the establishment of  a Boys and Girls 
Club in Highlands. I am 100% behind this 
and look forward to helping make this a 
reality. In Cashiers, 55% of  the students at 
the two schools are actively involved in their 
Boys and Girls Club. It’s an incredible facil-
ity that has great leadership. Since losing the 
Houston House, I think that parcel of  land 
should be dedicated for this purpose alone. 
The organization is establishing a temporary 
location near the Hospital until they can do 
something more permanent in Highlands. 
The Town needs to step up and be a major 
player here and that could mean helping to 
fund/fundraise the initiative or donating the 
land or a combination of  both that is yet to 
be determined.

The other key link between the High-
lands School and the Town that is near and 
dear to me, is the Town Scholarship Fund. 
Since I have been involved with fundraising 
and chairing the annual golf  tournament 
(which was just held on October 23rd), 
we’ve raised over $210,000 since 2010. I’m 
very committed to this in to the future, as 
a commissioner. This is such a unique and 
wonderful program, benefiting graduates of  
the Highlands School. As one of  your com-
missioners, young people in the community 
will be a priority for me. 

Jeff  Weller
The Town of  Highlands should be an 

Advocate and Supporter of  the Highlands 
School. Highlands School itself  from a 
Funding and Operations standpoint relies 
on the Macon County Commissioners and 
the Macon County School Board. With 
that said, The Town of  Highlands Board 
of  Commissioners should continue their 
support through the School Resource Of-
ficer out of  the Town of  Highlands Police 
Department. Understand that the Town of  
Highlands is reimbursed by the County for 
the cost of  the SRO, but the connection of  
the SRO to the Highlands Police Depart-
ment is an important one. 

In addition, the Town should be a 
strong and vocal Advocate for Highlands 
School at every level. I have spent years 
advocating for the Youth and Highlands 
School to the County Commission and 
School Board. From the Design and Over-
sight as a Volunteer to see the Highland 
Soccer Field to be relocated and built at the 
school to the Renovation and Construction 
of  the Highlands Track and Fieldhouse. I 
also spent many years on the Board of  the 
Booster Club and served as President for 4 
years as well. I coached soccer at Highlands 
School for 14 years. My focus has leaned 
heavily toward the Youth in Highlands and 
especially Highlands School and Highlands 
Recreation. If  elected, I would personally 
plan to continue that Advocacy and Support 
of  Highlands School and would encourage 

the Town Board to as well. Our Youth are 
one of  the most important parts of  our 
Community. 

Rachel Wilson
Our family is fortunate to have been a 

part of  Highlands School for the past five 
years. Many teachers, administrators and 
coaches have poured into our children and 
contributed to their growth. We have been 
welcomed and encouraged to become a 
part of  the school. Joey and I participate as 
coaches and club volunteers; our children 
participate as team members and are in-
volved in other organizations and activities 
that help them learn outside of  the class-
room. Having this incredible resource in 
such a small town is rare and not something 
we take for granted. 

Financially speaking Highlands School 
is the responsibility of  Macon County and 
should receive the same priority and fund-
ing as other schools within Macon County. 
Lack of  support for the Highlands School 
expansion from county leadership is dis-
graceful to our students, teachers, faculty 
and administration. The planned expansion 
has been well thought out and ensures the 
school can continue to meet the needs of  
our community for years to come. I do not 
think the town should step in monetarily to 
make up for this deficit, but our mayor has 
been very vocal on our behalf  in advocat-
ing for Highlands School and I think he and 
other town leaders should continue to do 
so. 

The Highlands police force has done 
an amazing job of  training and preparing 
for emergency situations that could arise at 
the school -- I appreciate the presence they 
have had on campus -- and this is a rela-
tionship we should continue to cultivate. 
This helps students to build a good rapport 
with law enforcement officers and creates a 
familiarity that would be crucial should an 
emergency arise. The responsibility does 
not rest solely on our police officers, it is 
also the county’s responsibility, but the real-
ity is that someone from the town would 
likely be closest should help be needed so I 
appreciate all they are doing to be prepared. 

Finally, our town government could be 
a very useful learning tool for the students 
at Highlands School and I would like to see 
involvement at the school sharing about 
how our town operates and what each role 
is responsible for. This could be a great 
learning opportunity and might encourage 
students to get involved in their local gov-
ernment wherever they decide to call home. 

• The final question in our 6-part series is: 
Should there be term limits for Town Board Com-
missioners and Mayor? Is there anything else you 
would like to address?

To see the entire series, go to highland-
sinfo.com click on Local News and start 
with the Sept. 28 edition. 

Bronze sculpture • Paintings 
Vintage & Antique Collectables & 

Furniture • Costume Jewelry
 and much more

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring
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401 N. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com

info@highlandsiscalling.com
 https://www.facebook.com/CRVRHighlandsiscalling/
 https://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals

 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

11

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery
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K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

3

Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

DARLENE CONLEYDARLENE CONLEY
404.427.2448

MOUNTAIN MOUNTAIN LUXURYLUXURY
Dedicated to finding the 

home you’ve always wanted.

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522

www.highlandsproperties.com

Wei chert. 
REALTORS 

Highlands Properties 

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 2”

Trusted advisors 
providing impeccable 
personalized service

PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORSPAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORS

(404) 219-1349 (404) 219-1349 •• HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC

����Thi*!�
5 Offices across the plateau! 

HIGHLANDS OFFICE 225 MAIN STREET 

PAM NELLIS CELL:828-787-1895
BROKER PAMELA.NELLIS@YAHOO.COM 

Top 5% of 
Brokers on MLS
in 2022 (HCBOR)

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA

HATHAWAY 
BERKSHIRE 

I REALTY 
MEADOWS MOUNTAIN 

HOMESEAVICES 

MITZI RAUERS 
Broker / Luxury Collection 
Specialist 
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

Andrea Gabbard
20 Years Experience

c: 828.200.6742 
AndreaGabbard@

gmail.com

4.22+/- Sloping acres on 
Whiteside Mountain Rd, 

Highlands
Mountain masterpiece. 

Unparalleled blend 
of sophistication and 

comfort. 
Up-close and long-range 

views. 4 BD suites. 
Gated entrance

MLS #: R103071. 
Offered for $5.3M



Pat Allen 
Broker in Charge 

#1 in the Carolinas #1 in the Country for Independent Firms #1 Small Team Company-wide 2022

Stronger together!
Sr;UT(t HCMLS (.:J R,afTrmd, 

pat@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.9179 
Main Office 
295 Dillard Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828.526.8784 
Julie Osborn 
Broker in Charge 
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co 
m 828.200.6165 
Wildcat Cliffs Office 
5121 Cashiers Road Highlands, NC 28741 828.526.4525 

patallenrealtygroup.com 

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

Open Year-Round • 7 days a week
343-D Main Street • 526-4035

Open for 
Lunch & 
Dinner

11a-3:30p 
&

5:30-til?

8

9

www.wildthymegourmet.com

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

 5

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

41 Years of Fine Dining

Open for our 
29th season
Wed.-Sun.

Bistro opens at 4p
Dinner begins at 5:30p 

Taste the difference, Always fresh.

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Open Tues.-Sat.
5:30-9p

HIGHLANDS CASHIERS

Every home ... 
has a story. 

Let us tell yours.

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com
210 North Fifth Street, 
Highlands, NC 28731

 Deborah “Bee” Gleeson 
404.307.1415 

BeeGlee4@Gmail.com 
and

Pat Gleeson
828.782.0472 

PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.


