Brian Stiehler Rachel Wilson

Kay Craig

This is week two of the Candidate Q&A

John Dotson Jeff Weller

This is the second week of
the 6-week Q&A leading up to
the Now. 7 election. Candidates ate
listed alphabetically.

Question #2:
Are you for STRs in High-
lands as they stand now? Do you
* See Q&A page 21

Five candidates are vying for
three seats on the Town Board
-- two incumbents and three new-

comets.

A preliminary rendition of one part of a proposed all-inclusive, nature-themed playground at the Rec Park.

Expanded playground planned for Rec Park

What started almost a year
ago with an anonymous $50,000
donation to upgrade the High-
lands Rec Park playground has

grown into something more — an
extensive playground for children
up to 12-years-old.

Instead of just replacing

components and adding new
ones, what is envisioned is an
all-inclusive, nature-themed play-

* See PLAYGROUND page 7
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other materials) will be repurposed.

All the rock from the chimney and other areas of the structure (as well as

- Photo by Kim Lewicki

An eulogy for the
Cleaveland family home

By Ran Shaffner

Concealed behind a great
maple and a simple loafer’s bench
in the middle of Highlands was
an old family home that died last
week. Few Highlanders today will
remember the family that once
lived there and the profound im-
pact its members had on the eatly
growth and development of High-
lands.

This house was old, very old,
and deteriorated to the state it

couldn’t be saved. But in its youth,
it blossomed with New England-
ers secking restoration of health

and children playing in the yard.
William  Bliss Cleaveland,
known as WB., and his wife Ida
Estelle Bailey, known as “Stell,”
had arrived from Connecticut in
1884, among the first settlers of
Highlands. W.B. established a gro-
cery on Main Street and in 1888

built his home across the street.
* See CLEAVELAND page 8

Mountain Contemporary Home on Lake Glenville

56 Stone Pointe Lane
5 BEDROOMS | / BATHROOMS | MLS# 102929
* Builtin 2023 - 400’ of Lake Frontage
Highlands | Sotheby’s
114 N. 4th Street | (828) 526.8300 1371 Cullasaja Club Drive | (828) 526.4104

M<CULLEY’S

The largest selection of
Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...on the hill
242 S. 4th St.* 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week

www.mcculleys.com
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«MAYOR ON DUTYe

Commission discusses the state of Western North Carolina

Planning Organization meet-

ing last week, where elected
officials from towns and counties
met to address regional concerns.
It was a celebration of sorts in that
the state budget had just been ap-
proved. Our legislators, Represen-
tative Karl Gillespie and Senator
Kevin Cotbin, have obtained a lot
of support for the counties and
towns of Western Carolina. The
items in the budget that our legis-
lators secured were much needed
and essential for this area. Those funds will
directly impact the citizens and the quality of
life in WNC.

At the meeting, Tommy Long, a com-
missioner from Haywood County and a di-
rector of the North Carolina Association of
County Commissioners, gave a sobering re-
port of major challenges facing this mountain
region. For that matter, his assessments apply
not only to local governments but to the state
and the nation as a whole.

His remarks centered around several
critical priorities: of course, economic devel-
opment, but also education, aging popula-
tions, health and medical cate, and national
defense. He ended his remark with national
defense because failure to address those other

Iwas at a Southwest Regional

Highlands Newspaper
www.highlandsinfo.com

Phone: (828) 200-1371
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HighlandsEditor@aol.com
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Reporters: Brittney Lofthouse

Brian O’Shea
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Letter Policy:
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Views expressed are not necessarily those
of Highlands Newspaper.

Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor

issues does have implications for
the national welfare, security, and
defense.

Everyone at the meeting was
celebrating the funds in the new
North Carolina budget that will
impact the region. Leaders are so
grateful to Senator Corbin and
Representative Gillespie for their
work in making sure we all got a
fair share. That is not an easy feat
when the population numbers do
not favor Western Carolina, at least
not yet.

Commissioner Long and others at the
meeting stressed that North Carolina is the
ninth most populous state and soon to be
number eight. A whole lot of North Caro-
lina’s new residents will be located in Western
Carolina. We have challenges in meeting these
impending demographic shifts.

Commissioner Long had a distinguished
career as an electrical engineer at the now-
closed paper mill in Canton. With his skill and
training, moving to another position will be
possible. But he, along with Mayor Smathers
of Canton, continues to work to help those
skilled and trained workers retrain for new
careets.

Tommy stressed that all elected officials
need to make education for our young people
and career workers a number one priority. Yes,
education is an expensive proposition, but we
can’t afford to neglect this important aspect
of a functional, dynamic, and civilized society.

He, along with staff for the Southwest-
ern Commission, reminded the group that we
have a growing population of senior citizens.
Many of our new residents will be retirees
requiring healthcare and related services. The
commissioner also stressed we need programs
promoting healthy lifestyles, mental health
resources, and programs to break the vicious
cycle of alcohol and drug addiction.

Commissioner Long stressed these chal-
lenges translate into national security and
defense issues. He reminded us that veter-
ans compose 6% of the population but 20%
of the national suicide rate. We can’t let that
stand. He also pointed out that recruiting quo-
tas for the military are continuing to fall about
15% to 20% short each year; about 25% of
the prospective recruits can’t pass the basic lit-
eracy and math proficiency tests, i.c., they are
poortly educated. Another 25% cannot pass
the physical screening tests due to obesity and
poor health. These problems stress our social

services, schools, and certainly our health and
medical systems. Furthermore, it boils down
to lifestyle problems that are exacerbated
by addiction issues. The basic solutions be-
gin with a comprehensive education in our

homes, towns, and counties.

While we were all upbeat about the fu-
ture at the meeting, Commissioner Long re-
minded us there is much more work to be
done.

eHic's ViIEwe
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"Well this year we're ready, for town politics
and STRs. Whats for lunch?"
-WEATHER
Thu, 5-Oct Fri, 6-Oct Sat, 7-Oct Sun, 8-Oct
NP N NP, .
_® 69°F 60°F _(ED 63°F _Q_ 57°F
P 49°F 777 46°F | N 35°F A 36°F
Mostly cloudy with a
shower .
Partly sunny Mostly sunny Plenty of sunshine
RealFeel® RealFeel® RealFeel® RealFeel®
High 73° Low: 50° High: 70° Low 52° High 66° Low: 42° High 61° Low 34°

For Real-time Weather and the Extended Forecast,
go to www.highlandsinfo.com and click on Weather

HIGHLANDER

ROOFING SERVICES

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt * Cedar » Metal * Synthetic Materials

Showroom: 1511 Highlands Rd * Franklin ¢ O: 828-524-7773
info@highlandernc.com * www.highlandernc.com
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Highlands | Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Nominated for ‘America’s Best’
Top 5% of Brokers in 2022* HCMLS
Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742
AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

20 years experience

Read Highlands Newspaper for free from everywhere ...
on the street or on the web.
Go to www.highlandsinfo.com.
Click on Local News.
Delivered and uploaded every Thurs.AM

Monday - Friday, 11am -3 pm
226 South 4th Street - Highlands, NC
Highlandsburrito.com

* CORRECTION ®

People, property and psychology

he wotld of real estate
involves the three Ps:
people, property, and

psychology. The psychology
of buying a home involves
many different motivations
and aspirations. Here are [
some observations after sell- |
ing real estate on the High- |
lands/Cashiers Plateau for
the last 23 years:

1. Emotion matters more
than logic. Buyers are invest-
ing in more than just houses
when they buy them. They
are buying a lifestyle, a dream,
and a sense of community.
Especially in resort communities such
as this area, the decision to buy a second
home triggers longing for family get-to-
gethers, chilly nights by the fireplace, and a
sense of belonging. Rational factors such as
practicality and financial constraints often
take a backseat to emotions.

2. Aspirations dominate the decision.
A house is a canvas on which people paint
their dreams; it is more than bricks and
mortar. Buyers are drawn to homes that
fit their aspirations whether that is becom-
ing a noteworthy chef, a better golfer or a
master gardener. You are more motivated
to pursue hobbies or goals if you can pic-
ture yourself succeeding in a certain envi-
ronment. Personal development frequently
acts as a motivating factor in real estate de-
cisions.

3. Extension of identity. Your house is
a physical representation of your identity.
The homes we select from rustic lodges to
contemporary condos reflect our person-
alities, values, and taste. Searching for the
right home is like searching for the right
soul mate: you want a home that fills your
sense of self. A nature lover might want
lots of windows bringing the outdoor in

Jody Lovell
Highlands and Cashiers
Sotheby’s International Realty
828.526.4104

while a social butterfly may
gravitate toward the open
floor plan to facilitate en-
tertaining.

4. A next chapter. Sig-
nificant life changes often
precipitate home purchas-
ing. In a second home
community, retirement,
empty nesters ot a grow-
ing family all may initiate
the search for a mountain
home. This is more than
just a real estate purchase;
it involves the desire to
have a new chapter of life
experience.

5. Community connection. The search
for a mountain home involves determining
not only that the general area fits your per-
sonality, but searching for the right club or
neighborhood that is comfortable for you
and your family. Taking time to evaluate
the different vibes of various communities
is key to contentment with your decision.

6. Timing. Some people delay mak-
ing a home purchase waiting on the per-
fect time in the market or their life. Covid
seemed to infect buyers with more than
germs. It created a greater sense of urgen-
cy to live your life and to create memories
now instead of waiting for a perfect time
that may never come.

7. Obsessive Biases. Some buyers fix-
ate on certain issues instead of focusing on
the big picture: purchasing a home for your
and your family’s future. The process can
get bogged down with repair issues and
frustration with negotiations. My advice is
always to keep your eye on the prize and to
calmly work through the process.

* The end of this Investing at 4,118 Ft., col-
umn was lost in translation last week. We apolo-
gize and are happy to run it in ifs entirety.

In-Person Early Voting begins
Thurs., Oct. 19 and ends Sat. Nov. 4

The one-stop eatly voting period for the Nov. 2023 municipal election begins Oc-

tober 19.

The in-person eatly voting period ends at 3 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 4.

During the early voting period, voters may cast a ballot at any one-stop site in their
county. Eligible individuals may register and vote at the same time.

When voting, early or on Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 7, voters will be asked to show
photo ID. Most voters will simply show their NC driver’s license, but many other types

of photo ID will be accepted.

Voters without an acceptable ID can get a free photo ID from their county board of
elections. Voters can also get a “No Fee ID Card” from the NCDMV.



HIGHLANDS COUNTRY CLUB

MLS# 101619 | $3,495,000 @ @ @

Nothing was overlooked when the owners designed this custom dream home on a
cul de sac in Highlands Country Club! The kitchen boasts Bosch, Sub Zero, and
Kitchen Aid appliances, plus beautiful custom cabinetry with Taj Mahal granite
countertops. An oversized island has plenty of seating for everyone to enjoy lively
conversation. The adjoining pantry contains a built-in desk, plus another refrigerator/
freezer. The dining room and living room flow to the large sun room and out to the
inviting stone patio with an outdoor kitchen. The living room has cathedral ceilings
and a beautiful fireplace. The oversized garage also has a cart barn and a workshop.

THE MICHAUD/RAUERS GROUP

. JUDY MICHAUD: (828) 371-0730 | MITZIRAUERS: (404) 218-9123
TOM GOLDACKER: (828) 200-9045 | JOHN MUIR: (404) 245-7027
BROOKS KITTRELL: (828) 230-4453

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

HOMESERVICES

Highlands Newspaper -Thurs., Oct. 5, 2023 - 828-200-1371 - Page 5

sl ”"".
e e—

103044 | $499,000

Located on the “Atlanta side” of Highlands in the exclusive Rocky Knob gated
community, and just a short drive away from the shops and dining options of downtown
Highlands. On the main level is the primary suite with a spacious bathroom and walk-in
closet, a laundry area, and a well-appointed kitchen that opens to the covered back
patio, which is perfect for outdoor dining. Upstairs are two additional bedrooms and
an another generously sized full bathroom. The lower level provides an ideal setting for
family movie nights or game gatherings. Additionally, it features a dedicated workshop
area, extra sleeping space, and another full bathroom. Offered partially furnished.

THE MICHAUD/RAUERS GROUP

~ JUDY MICHAUD: (828) 371-0730 | MITZI RAUERS: (404) 218-9123
TOM GOLDACKER: (828) 200-9045 | JOHN MUIR: (404) 245-7027
BROOKS KITTRELL: (828) 230-4453

MEADOWS MOUNTAIN REALTY

WWW.MEADOWSMOUNTAINREALTY.COM | (828) 526-1717 | 488 MAIN ST, HIGHLANDS | 2334 CASHIERS RD, HIGHLANDS | 196 BURNS ST, CASHIERS

©2023 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are
registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity. &
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IGHL ANDS DINING ®
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WOLFGANG'S

RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRO

Celebrating 29 years

American Cuisine with a
German Twist and Creole Flair
Open for our 29th season
Wed.-Sun.

Bistro opens at 4 p.m.
Dinner begins at 5:30

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807
wolfgangs.net

Japanese ¢ Asian® Thai Cuisine

Open for
Take-out only

Open noon-9p
Closed Wednesdays

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p ¢ Sun. 11ato 7p
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

= TUES - SAT
" DINNER STARTS
@5:30 PM

RESTAURANT
DINE INAND CARRY OUT : LAKESSIDERESTAURANT.INFO
531 SMALLWOOD AVE | 828-526-9419 | HIGHLANDS

Highlands Oldest Family Grocery
70 years of making hungry people smile!
Wonderful Steaks cut—to— order
Prepared ready to heat sides and dinners
Fresh produce, specialty foods and wine, homemade defi
salads, sandwiches and salads homemade pies, cakes,
cookies and so much more!

OPEN
Wed. —Fri.— 9a—5:30p
Sat.: 9a—5p
493 Dillard Road 828-526-2762

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Hzghlunder Mountain House

WED.-FRI.
Lunch and Dinner
SATURDAY
Brunch and Dinner
SUN.
Brunch and Supper
BRUNCH:I0a to 3p
LUNCH: | la to 3p
DINNER: 5-9p
BRUNCH:

Sat & Sun 10a - 3p
290 Main Street * Highlands ¢ 828-526-2590
highlandermountainhouse.com

..on the Verandah
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
41 Years of Fine Dining
Open
Tues.-Sat.
5:30-9p

828-526-2338

US 64w ¢ Highlands
www.ontheverandah.com

"ty

Homemade Ice Cream
featuring all time Favorite Flavors
PLUS:

Tequila ° Fruity Pebbles * Corn * Bubble Gum
Dragon Fruit & more!

Cups

Cone®
Milkshakes

S
11100t111 es

ce Erea y o 173 Main Street
in Wright Square

828-567-7443




| FTTERS®

Highlands Newspaper -Thurs., Oct. 5, 2023 - 828-200-1371 - Page 7

The most naked of naked
power grabs

Dear Editor,

The passage of SB 749 in the North Carolina House
of Representatives on Tuesday, September 19, 2023, iron-
ically called “No Partisan Advantage in Elections,” re-
moves the selection of local county election boards, from
the counties, and gives that authority to the General As-
sembly in Raleigh, which at the present time is controlled
by the Republican party.

This is the nakedness of naked power grabs.

Despite there having been no proven evidence of sig-
nificant voter fraud anywhere in the US in 2020, Republi-
cans in Raleigh are trying to convince voters that only they
can save the country, and the counties (and by inference,

odern Fast Fog)a"&x\
 Courtyard Market "\\

\ =N : /
“Mon.-Fri. - n:30a to 5]0//
\“S%t‘.- noon to 8p -~

The Secret Garden is in The Village Square
behind K-H Founders Park.
Hot & cold sandwiches, a variety of salads, bakery items, and
SECRET daily specials. Freshly made & ready for pick up.
208 N. 5th St. « Village Square * (828) 305-7509

828-526-4035

YME GOURMET

R a N T

T a W

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round

Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. * Highlands

Open
7 days a week

Lunch: 11a-3:30p
Dinner:
5:30p - until

Democrats) are not qualified. These are people who are
more interested in staying in power than doing what’s right
for the country. I would hope that NC counties would file
a mass action lawsuit to repeal this legislation. Writing to
your elected representative (katl.gillespie@ncleg.gov) does
no good anymore. Their campaign donors get what they
want. Wake up, Republicans, your party has deserted you.
David Stearns
Otto

Way to out the white

supremacists!

Dear Editor,

Kudos to Mr. Eberz, and you for printing it his letter-
to-the-editor in the Sept. 28 edition entitled, “The real end-
game.” It was one of the most eloquent explanations of an
incredibly perplexing anomaly in this country today. Undy-
ing political support for a despicable person and choosing
NOT to believe anything disparaging, illegal or unethical,
he has said or done, in the hope that it couldn’t be true.

(I picture little children with their fingers in their ears
singing la-la-la-la-la-la-la) I never considered the fact that
those people could be “closet white supremacists.” Makes
so much sense... Thank you!

Carole Stork
Highlands

PS: T also think his slogan should be changed to
“Make America White Again” (Might get him lots more
votes!)

..PLAYGROUND continued

- W A R R AL T e I R

Various spinners will be easily accessible by all.

ground accessible to children 2-12 and constructed to

address all levels of ability — mobility, sensory disorders

or visual and hearing impairments, as well as able-bodied
children.

A committee made up of Commissioner Brian

* See PLAYGROUND page 24

CLASSIC GOLF VIEWS
IN HIGHLANDS COUNTRY CLUB
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HIGHLANDS COUNTRY CLUB
MLS# TBD | $3,750,000

This charming 4BR/4BA cottage that overlooks
the historic Donald Ross golf course will capture
your heart! Sensitive renovations preserve the
historic footprint while creating spaces that
cater to contemporary living. The heart of this
home is the grand double-sided stone fireplace,
which creates a warm, inviting atmosphere. The
vaulted living room is ultra-cozy with its wormy
chestnut paneling, and a serving bar makes it
the perfect place to entertain. The dining room,
lined with windows, overlooks the garden. The
kitchen showcases exquisite antique Belgian
tile, complemented by stainless appliances and
countertops, blending vintage elegance with
modern convenience. The primary bedroom
looks over the 17th tee and fairway down to the
iconic gazebo, bridge, and lake. Don't miss the
opportunity to own this exceptional property!

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

HOMESERVICES

MEADOWS MOUNTAIN
REALTY

DINAH DAVIS

C: (828) 200-2486 | O: (828) 526-1717
DINAH.DAVIS@BHHSMMR.COM

2334 CASHIERS RD, HIGHLANDS, NC 28741

©2023 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and
operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire
Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway
HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of
Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway
affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity. @
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presents a
Fine and Estate Jewelry Extravaganza
by Mike Booth,former auctioneer at
Scudders Auction Gallery, Main St.
You do not want to miss this event!
Unbeatable prices!

Fri Oct 13 and Sat Oct 14 » 11-5
Let’s bring in the Holiday cheer!

782 Dillard Road, Highlands, NC
770.815.2696
Plenty of parking in back!

Al Scudder, still enjoying jewelry, will be
here to help you find that special piece.

Celebrating Highlands’ Heritage

Listen for the call of the Highlands Bagpipers as they
perform from a different location the first Saturday of each

month through October.

‘g'wm/ ﬁ@@mx& % ym//,/

Between Highlands Mountain House &

Highlands Wine Shoppe
Saturday, October 7
4:30 -5 p.m.

HicurLanNnDS

?~l NORTH CAROLINA
i

THE HEIGHT OF HAPPINESS | ELEV. 4118

..CLEAVELAND continued from page 1

The Highlands Biological Station owes
its founding to the collection of Native
American artifacts that Cleaveland, a miner-
alogist, had bargained in his store for gro-
ceries. It was known nationally among col-
lectors and ethnologists as one of the most
complete in North Carolina and is preserved
today in the Nature Center.

W.B. lived in his Main Street home only
five years before succumbing in 1893 to
pneumonia. It was W.Bs wife, Stell, whom
Walter Reese claimed converted him to
Christianity and inspired him to become a
deacon in the Baptist Church.

Of WB. and Stell’s eight children, Eva
never married and remained in Bridgeport,
CT but, she vacationed in Highlands. She
donated the land for the Highlands Com-
munity Hospital (the current Peggy Crosby
Center) and left money in her will for the
clinic named in honor of her sister Mabel.

Mabel married Dr. G.W. Hays, whose
sons Willie and Joe were especially known
for their Tom Thumb Golf Course on Main
Street.

Will “W.M” Cleaveland was an excep-
tional carpenter and built many homes and
shops in Highlands, including current stores
on Main Street and 4th Street Hill and the
1925 additions to Central House, today’s
OEL Jamie Cleaveland, who married Helen

828-526-2112
visithighlandsnc.com

McKinney, was also an outstanding carpen-
tet.

It was Nellie Cleaveland, whom
some Highlanders remember as the apple-
cheeked, bright-eyed, jovial postmistress
for the Town of Highlands, who rang the
bell perched atop a high pole every day
when the mail was up. She served as Macon
County Representative to the N.C. General
Assembly.

The family home remained with the
Cleavelands until Harvey Talley bought it
in 1945 and the deVilles in 1968. Although
the deVilles have demolished the home,
they are saving the giant maple and the trea-
sured Loafer’s Bench, which Ralph deVille
(who owned The Stone Lantern now Oak-
leaf Flower & Garden) commissioned in
1974 to replace the six loafer’s benches that
Will Cleaveland had built there in 1922.

The red Torii Gate, on the prop-
erty behind Loafers Bench was made by
Ron Weston in honor of deVille after his
death. A Torii signifies entrance onto sa-
cred ground.

Over the years many a resident or visi-
tor has relaxed peacefully on that Loafer’s
Bench beneath the broad-shouldered ma-
ple fronting the Cleaveland family home,
all of which gave downtown Highlands its
unique tone.
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21 Mountaln Laurel Drive : 253 Kestrel Court

Highlands, NC 28741 | $1,695,000 | MLS #101846  F&a Sapphire, NC 28774 | $1,100,000 | MLS #103001
Pat Allen & Julie Osborn | 828-200-9179 oy Holly Falls | 828-508-1530
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Highlands Chamber of Commerce/Visit Highlands, NC
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CELEBRATING HIGHLANDS" HERITAGE
FEATURING TRADITIONAL MUSIC.
DANCING & MORE!

PERFORMANCES BY THE RENOWNED
BAILY MOUNTAIN CLOGGERS.
HIGHLANDS BAGPIPERS
& FOX FIRE BOYS

Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park
Saturday, October 14
3:30-7:30 p.m.

Foin us!
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visithighlandsnc.com

* INVESTING AT A 118 ET1.

Facts about vacation home markets

ast week, I took a course
to earn a Resort and
Second-Home Property

Specialist Certification. There
were a number of things that
I already was aware of and nu-
merous items that were quite
surprising. The course was able
to put it all together in a format
that will help any Realtor in a
second-home market, whether
it is a coastal, mountain, lake
or river front property. With
some of the resources offered, I thought I
would share some general information that
I learned.

The National Association of Realtors
(NAR) defines a vacation home county as
a county where vacant seasonal, occasional
or recreational use housing account for at
least 20% of the housing stock. Based on
information from 2020, 323 of the 3143
counties in the US are considered vacation
home counties (10.3%). Of these, the top
1% are located in 16 states with four being
in North Carolina. They rank these using 4
factors: 1) the number of seasonal homes;
2) year ovet year (y/y) change in the num-
ber of sales; 3) y/y change in the median
sales price; and 4) y/y change in the days
on market. Macon County is not only in the
top 1% but ranked number 10 in the na-
tion! It indicates that 29% of the housing
stock is considered a vacation home.

Some national statistics on vacation
home purchases are that 53% are all cash
purchases with the remaining 77% having a
down payment of 20% or more. There are
more condo or co-op buyers (21%) as com-
pated to non-vacation home buyers (12%).
Only 4% of vacation home buyers are first-
time home buyers.

Existing home sales typically rose by
24.2% in vacation home counties, more
than twice the 11.2% increase in non-va-
cation home counties. The change in the
median sales price was greater in vacation
home counties and the y/y change in days
on matket had a larger decrease than in
non-vacation home counties.

So, what motivates buyers to purchase
a second home? In general, there are three
reasons: investment goals, lifestyle interests
and life-stage. Investment goals are for in-
come and value appreciation. Many times,

Carl Romberg
Landmark Realty

the owner still wants the ability
to use the property and some
times it is shared ownership
with friends or family. Income
can be from vacation or long-
term rentals. It is important
to know that there are regula-
tions on personal usage of in-
vestment properties. Lifestyle
interests would include nature
lovers, adventure  seeckers,
snowbirds, sports fans and peo-
ple who split time between an
urban home and a getaway, possibly work-
ing from each. Life-stage reasons would
include retirement or pre-retirement, be-
coming an empty nester or purchasing a
property for a child going to college.

I looked back at my buyer sales over
the past few years and they were equally
split between investment properties and
second-homes for personal use. The in-
vestment properties included sales to be
flipped, rented some and used some, or
purely a rental. The recreational activities
that bring buyers to the area are the same
activities that bring renters, many that
eventually buy.

Vacation home markets are unique
markets and vary greatly from state to
state. The differences in beach-front and
mountain properties are great. However,
almost all vacation home markets in the
country (and the world) are experiencing
the same burdens as we are. These include
work-force housing, issues with short-
term rentals, traffic and infrastructure
growth. It is most important that the full-
time residents and the seasonal residents
work together to maintain the uniqueness
of the area. Luckily, this is something that
does occur in Highlands. Just take a mo-
ment to look at the many non-profits,
churches, festivals and events to see the
different groups working together. Most
recently, the progress the Mirror Lake Im-
provement Association and Town have
made is a fine example. I highly recom-
mend life in a vacation home community.

* Carl Romberg is the Broker-in-Charge
of Landmark Realty Group’s Highlands Of-
Sice. Stop by bis office on Main Street to say hello
or reach him at 678-936-9309 or carl@land-
markrg.com
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HIGHLANDS OFFICE

225 MAIN STREET
HIGHLANDS, NC 28741
828-526-4663

CASHIERS OFFICE

17 HIGHWAY 64 EAST
CASHIERS, NC 28717
828-743-9234

Enjoy the ultimate peace of mind while on vacation and for your vacation home investment in Western North Carolina.
Since 2012 our local, dedicated team has delivered unmatched service to both owners and guests.

@ LANDMARK

REAL ESTATE SALES & VACATION RENTALS
LANDMARKVACATIONS.COM
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e INK PENN®

ook chatter is what you get
Bwhen you join a group of

avid readers. Believe it or
not, it can be hard to get a word
in edgewise.

In August, I met with a Mys-
tery Book Club in Highlands, NC.
What a fun time. Not only did
Shakespeare & Company book-
store host the group, manager
Stuart Ferguson also provided a
tasty charcuterie board to fortify

us for the meeting.

I gave an informal presenta-
tion about my serendipitous path
to becoming an author, and a free-
wheeling back and forth ensued.
Imagine a group of avid readers
offering their opinions not only
on mysteries but on all kinds of
books. Picture all of us sharing the
names of our favorite authors —
from Agatha Christie to Rita Mae
Brown. From Dorothy Sayers to

Nancy’s & The Exchange

Fancys

for Men

828-526-5029
2060 Dillard Rd, Highlands
2 miles south of Main, Highlands

Book Chatter

Sophie Hannah. Their eyes lit up
when they heatd that the books in
my series all include either a book
club meeting or a literary festival.
We reflected on the joy
that reading brings us. We were
all lifelong bookworms. Some-
one mentioned Anna Quindlen’s
book, “How Reading Changed
My Life,” and I was the only one
in the room who hadn’t read it. If
there’d been a copy available in the
shop, 1 would have bought it on

¥
SCAL'Y MOVNTAIN

CRAFTERS
Family Classes at
Scaly Mountain Crafters

Pen Turning Class
Learn how to make your own
wooden pen!

Choose from 5 different pen
styles. Cost: $40-50 per person
and includes laser engraving.
Bird House/Bird Feeder
& Bat House Classes
Learn how to make a Bird House,
Bird Feeder or Bat House!
Choose from 5 different Bird
House styles, 2 different Bird
Feeder styles or a Bat House.
Cost: $20-$45 per person
Call 828-526-8800 or email
scalymtncrafters@gmail.com to
schedule a class!

Each class lasts approximately 90
minutes and provides 25 meals
locally for each item made.

the spot. Instead,
I went right home
and reserved it at
the library.

We even had
a conversation
about  grammar
when one reader
bemoaned the mis-
takes in a newslet-
ter at a senior living
facility.  Laughter
greeted the story
of the residents circling the er-
rors and bringing them to the
front desk. The group was aghast
but not surprised that the college
grad who composed the publica-
tion seemed unable to produce an
error-free product.

That launched a discus-
sion of our favorite books about
grammar. I had to come home
and scan my bookshelf and fire
off an email with a list of my fa-
vorites:

* Dreyer’s English — An Ut-
tetly Cotrect Guide to Clarity and
Style

* Between You & Me —
Confessions of a Comma Queen

* Lapsing into a Comma —
A Curmudgeon’s Guide to the
many things that can go wrong in
print—and how to avoid them

* Eats, Shoots, & Leaves

Ten days later, I met with
a Dunwoody book club to dis-
cuss the first book in my mystery
series. This group of women
formed their club in 1997 and are
still going strong, 1 smiled when
one member walked in with a clip-
ping from the column in which

Kathy Manos Penn

I'd recommended
“The White Lady,”
a novel by one of
my favorite au-
thors. In her other
hand, she cartied a
copy of the book.

Once  again,
I shared the tale
of how I came to
write my first work
of fiction after I
retired. This group
had read “Bells, Tails & Murder,”
book one in my series, so there
were plenty of questions about
the plot, the characters, and the
setting. As I described the many
Cotswolds sights and facts that
appear in my books, 1 felt as
though I were reliving my 2018
bucket list trip to England.

My heroine lives in a school-
house cottage we drove by, but
the village where she lives is fic-
tional. A waterwheel we saw in
Upper Slaughter inspired the
imaginary Olde Mill Inn in the
book. It’s true that J.M. Barrie
summered in Stanway and donat-
ed a cricket pavilion to the village,
but the literary mystery in the
book exists only in my imagina-
tion. The spunky octogenarian in
the book? The inspiration for that
character comes not from the
Cotswolds trip, but from closer to
home. She’s the embodiment of a
93-year-old friend.

You can always count on a
group of avid readers to share the
names of their favorite authors.
Mine, of course, were all British

* See INK PENN page 14

Lunch
Tue‘. - sato
11a to 3p

L)ON[ EON S Eeers

I’'m baaaaaack again!

With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!
Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a fresh Gyro!

Salads e Pitas ¢ Burgers ® Philly Cheese Steak e Shrimp Pita ® Susan’s Rueben e Italian Sausage ® Chicken Wings
Appalachian Fries ® Onion Rings e Fried Shrimp e Fish n’ Chips ¢ Chicken Fingers and more!

Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! e 828-482-1513 @ 462 Dillard Road (across from Dusty’s)

Highlands

DoN[EON'S
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Serving Highlands

REDEFINING Y REAL ESTATE

LUXUR
MARKETING
537 MAIN STREET | 828-526-2999 | NCLIVING.COM
Next to Mountain Fresh Grocery

Jjoc DAN ALLEN
President/Broker Broker

JULIA BANNER
Broker

CHRIS DUFFY ‘EBBY HALL
Broker Broker

{
BAMBI FAMdUS
Broker

EDDY MCDONALD
Broker

Il i
Jobl MOO E"- J CASSIE NEAL
Broker Broker

AVAOL 301440 SANVIHDIH d4N0O A9 dO1S

S’iﬁve)v C)wek

REAL ESTATE GROUP

KATIE NICHOLSON LINDA PRIDGEN

Broker Broker

4 CHUCK SELF RAY TRINE
Broker Broker
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..JNK PENN continued from page 12

— Kate Ellis, Colleen Cambridge, and Jac-
queline Winspear. The list changes depend-
ing on when I'm asked, though there are a
few constants.

When one person commented that
it must take lots of imagination to write
a novel, I had to think. As someone who
writes what she knows, I pluck characters
and situations from my life. Describing bi-
cycling, reading, or tossing together a Greek
meal comes easily to me. How much imagi-
nation does it take to weave stoties around

5P

those elements? I’'m not sure. What I knov
is that I get immense joy from writing, Talk
ing books with groups like these is an unex
pected bonus. Who knew retired life coul
be so rewarding?

o Award-winning anthor Kathy Manos Pen
is a Georgia resident. Find ber cogy mysteries ¢
Shakespeare & Company in Highlands, Frankls
Office Supply & Gifts, and on Amazon. Conta
ber at inkpenn1 19 @gmail.con, and follow her o
Facebook,  wwm.facebook.com/ KathyManosPe
nAuthor/.

FALL

** SPECIAL!"

For 38 years, Shiraz hasof fered wholesale prices to the public on their entire inventory of genuinely
hand woven oriental rugs. Thousands of antique and contemporary pieces from around the world.

HAND CLEANING « RESTORATION - APPRAISALS

view Letails

Food & Beverage Features | Seasonal Spa Treatments

Public Welcome 70 =
ui_‘l'/-r:‘l,."ﬁ.r/
P ey .

* X

RE-ELECT
BRIAN

Main Street - Oak Square - Highlands, NC 28741
www.shirazruggalleries.com

g

Caude o SAECRE A Copd
OTHER SHOW RDDIMES:
TAMPA, NAPLES, SARASOTA

1

TOWN CONMISSIONER

brianstiehler.org

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Brian Stiehler
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Here’s what your neighbors think about
Short-term rentals in our neighborhoocls:

“Peace and quiet is a luxury only those in gated
communities with restrictive covenants can afford.
Everyone else is forced to live next door to the nonstop
wedding party/birthday party/graduation party house.

Satulah Resident

“So, my house is worth LESS with an STR next door
but the STR next door is worth MORE because it is
allowed to operate as an income-producing business
and mine is not. The current “no new STRs” is not

King f .
working forme Full-Time Resident

“l used to know my neighbors. Now I dread each
weekend with the never-ending revolving door of
one-and-done transient guests.”

Holt Knob Resident

“Who goes to Main Street anymore? It is a tourist trap
with hawkers at store fronts, five or six visitors walking
abreast blocking the sidewalks, and restaurants packed
weeks in advance. This is not the Highlands we used

to know and love. Bowery Resident

Vote Now. 7{:"1

for the candidates who
say “NO” to STRs

AN

“Why should | be expected to forgo my property rights

and quality of life in favor of the destination wedding

industry and unsustainable over-tourism?”
Webbmont Resident

“Short-term rentals make it impossible for young
families and local workers to live here.

Highlands Resident

“With the proliferation of STRs over the past several
years, the family-oriented culture that has historically
defined Highlands has been eroded. Today, people
say ‘let’s avoid town’ on a regular basis.”

Big Bearpen Mountain Resident

“Don’t tell me | should have known! When we retired
here there were no STRs and now we are surrounded
by them. This is a nightmare.”

Little Bearpen Mountain Resident

“The paper had a great article about this and it said
“Tourism is like fire. It can warm our houses and cook
our food. It can also burn down our village.” STRs

have burnt down our village.”
Mirror Lake Resident

——— ey

These are quotes taken from a
recent survey of 125+ residents.
§

This ad was Paid
for b{g High[ands Ncighborhood Coalition, Inc.

nour Rl & R2
neighborhoocls

HIGHLANDS
NEIGHBORHOOD COALITION

(made up of neighbors and neighborhoods).
Not authorized by a candidate.

FRESERVE | FROTECT | ADVOCATLE

www.HighlandsNeighborhoodCoalition.com
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It’s Leaf-looker time in Highlands!

MENE RATURAL S04E

PINETA

aRmais & Sims EOITEEITE ® o7 sa

WESTMAN ATELIER

Highlands Mercantile is OPEN!

Augustinus Bader

Fine goods for your family and home.

Books ¢ Chocolates » Coffee * Guy Gifts e Home ¢ Skincare
322 Main Street, Highlands ¢ 828-482-0818

O O

BIG

Falll

5. 4th Street

338 Main St.
526-4473

526-4777

Fine American
Handcrafts
including Pottery,
Jewelry, Fun Gifts
and More!
[ PEAK <&
EXPERIENCE

GALLERY OF FINI
HANDURAFTS & ANTIQUES

£1©)

828-526-0229 | 2820 Dillard Road | Highlands,NC

.;‘_:f:_f:.THE MOLLY GRACE

- .‘L\K‘_

-

Come dress yourself
and your home for
Fall at

The Molly Grace!

(Across from Town Hall)
(828) 526-8390
207 N 4th St., Highlands

SCACY MOVNTAIN
8106 Dillard Road * Scaly Min, NC - 828-526-8800
pens.dstm@gmail.com

Featuring more than 90 local artists offering
hand-crafted items for sale with a percentage of every
item sold goes to provide non-perishable food boxes to
distribution sites in Highlands and Scaly Mountain, NC

as well as in Rabun County, GA.
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It’s Leaf-looker time in Highlands!

PLA
N=T

by Lauren G

o,

I hon

SURROUND YOURSELF IN SOFTNESS

DOLCECABO

JOHNNY WAS
JULIE VOS ,[‘Z,,&V 6&%«

326 Main St.
828-482-4375

g

@ XC\V/I

Order online at www.
facebook.com/LuluBleuNC

Check out our new store in Cashiers!
Lulu & You - 142 HWY 107

\ 4. Dy SivK

et HIGHLANDS, NC

Gourmet Kitchenware

» Cookware
» Bakeware
o Cutlery
« Gadgets
o Tabletop
» Stemware
« Small Appliances

(828) 526-5226
450 Main St.

Come in and
find your new
favorite sweater!

A Highlands tradition since 1940
Our 83rd season on Main Street

% NATuRAL SELECTON FALL

Seasonal ?fﬁf.;,p (imﬁ%é—
changes are . [l [
“natural!”

(828)421-3546

H ighlands Mon.-Sat.10a-5p ¢ Sunday 12-5p
828-526-3160
Come OUF

Fall arrivalss

* Free People * THML
* Z Supply
* Michael Stars
*Vintage Havana

A

Jeans by:
Joes « AG
Citizens

* Blowfish
* Matisse

e 9
Stylish hats at affordable
prices!
Visit The Highlands Hatter

To get your
Hattitude adjusted!

. Open 10am Daily
361 Main St 355 Main Street 828-482-1920
Highlands (in The Galax Theatre 221 N. 4th St.
(Next to Annawear) 526-4660 (Across from Town Hall)
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Mountain HomeMinders

HOME WATCH = HOME MA| ENT

Peace of Mind in the Mountains
HomeWatch and Home Management Services
for Seasonal/Absentee Homeowners.
Proudly serving the communities of Franklin,
Highlands, and Cashiers.

Loretta Peake Newton still believes
that personal care and attention to
your property is what you want.

828-421-4744
MountainHomeMinders@gmail.com
MountainHomeMinders.com

HicarLANDS

ELEV. 4118 | THE HEART OF HAPPINESS

71;09 Cor [own

Join us!

Saturday, November 4
8:30 a.m.

Photo by Kim Lewicki

Porchfest had the town hopping on
Sunday, Sept. 17!

With a little help from his friends, Spalding McIntosh performed at The Bascom on that
perfect Porchfest Sunday, Sept. 17. The 3rd annual Highlands Porchfest packed audiences
into 14 hosting venues to revel in live music from local and regional musicians. This
free-to-attend music festival is organized and presented by local, non-profit, Center for
Life Enrichment, and made possible by generous community sponsors. The 4th annual
Highlands Porchfest is already in the works. Stay tuned!

It is time to tidy up our town!
And we need a little help
from our friends.

We'll begin at
Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park,
Pine Street, Highlands.

To participate, send an emadil to
events@highlandschamber.org

This event is hosted by the
Highlands Chamber of Commerce/ Visit Highlands, NC.

For more information: highlandschamber.org or 828-526-5841
visithighlandsnc.com
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2023 Qutthor Concert Gories

Each Friday and Saturday night from May through
October, the Highlands Chamber of Commerce/
Visit Highlands, NC hosts live music downtown.

o s for oue Qetloer concert!

All shows take place from 6 - 8:30 p.m.

Town Square | 343 Main St. Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park
Pine St.
Showcasing traditional mountain Featuring a variety of popular,

music and local talent regional bands and musicians
OCTOBER 6 OCTOBER 7

Ol’ Dirty Bathtub Outlaw Whiskey
OCTOBER 13 OCTOBER 14

The Foxfire Boys The Foxfire Boys

HIGHLANDS

NORTH CAROLINA " --__,-:"
.«-' =

=— ELEV. 4118 —

visithighlandsnc.com
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TUESDAY, OCTOBER 31, 6 — 8 P.M.

%:ee./TRIC K-OR-TREATING
KID ZONE

HOT DOGS, POPCORN
& HOT CHOCOLATE

LIVE MUSIC BY
THE FOXFIRE BOYS,
THE HIGH FIVE
AND DJ MIKE MURPHY

NORTH CAROLINA

ELEV. 4118

visithighlandsnc.com

S o e e e e A — "

Made possible by the Highlands Chamber of Commerce/Visit Highlands, NC with special thanks to Highlands School PTO, Highlands School

Booster Club, Highlands School Interact Club, Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Plateau, MountainTop Rotary and Highlands Rotary.



..Q&A continued from page 1

think more or less regulations should be
considered?

Kay Craig

Iam for STRs as they stand now — no
new STRs in R1 and R2 as of Sept. 15,
2022 - with the vested interest of all home-
owners protected. STRs are to be regulated
like any other home and follow the town
ordinances.

The two sides seem to have a mote
harmonious relationship and the town has
done what was needed. The complaints are
very low according to those at Town Hall.

The town has other issues that require
the energy, focus and resources of the
board.

John Dotson

Short-term rentals, as they have come
to be known, have multiplied exponentially
across the country and around the world.
In many cities and towns they have been
a dynamic that has unexpectedly changed
communities. Many of those cities and
towns have put in place ordinances that fit
their particular circumstances.

According to the Wall Street Journal,
even Venice, Italy is losing its permanent
population - under 50,000 for the first time
in 300 years - due to displacement by rent-
als and their effects.

Since the eatly ‘80s Highlands has had
zoning districts. Each of those districts

came/comes with guidelines for allowed us-
age.

Highlands has always had homes that
owners chose to tent/loan out duting the
time they were not in residence - mainly
to family and friends. In the past we have
also had properties used as Bed and Break-
fasts - state regulated and health department

* See Q&A page 30

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

Bronze sculpture ¢ Paintings
Vintage & Antique Collectables &
Furniture + Costume Jewelry

and much more

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring
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GANDIDATE
FORUM

[f!_]

HIGHLANDS TOWN BOARD CANDIDATE FORUM:

JOIN US FOR A 2-HOUR DISCUSSION
DATE: 10/17/23

TIME: 7-9 PM

LOCATION: HIGHLANDS COMMUNITY BUILDING (BY BALLFIELD)
869 N 4TH ST., HIGHLANDS

HELP SHAPE THE CONVERSATION! PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR
QUESTIONS IN ADVANGE. WE'LL BE COVERING 6 KEY SUBJECTS,
AS A REMINDER, THERE WON'T BE A LIVE Q&A DURING THE EVENT
NIGHT! EMAIL QUESTIONS TO

INFO@HIGHLANDERSFORGOODGOVERNMENT.COM

PAID FOR BY HIGHLANDERS FOR GOOD GOVERNMENT

SOUTHERN
KETAMINE

WE CAN

CLINICS

BREAK THE CYCLE

828-407-6631

HELP

i

"

www.southernketamineclinics.com

Depression, PTSD,
Anxiety, BiPolar.... g
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MERRITT SHAW

828.421.7593
MERRITT@HIGHLANDSCOVEREALTY.COM

828 526 8128
www HighlandsCoveRealty,com

175 Highlands Cove Drive, Highlands, NC 28741

Highlands %

CoveRealty

* HIGHLANDS EVENTS ®

NEW POOL SCHEDULE

* Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri., 6.
9:453, and Sat.,10a-11p - 6 lanes.
Water Aerobics: 18 yrs plus,
Mon.-Fri. 10 -1lam with Karen
Chambers. Adult Swim: 18 years
old+,Mon.-Thurs | la-1:30p; Pub-
lic Swim Mon. thruThurs. 3:30-7p;
Sat. | la-6p and Sun. |-6p. For info,
call 828-526-1595.

Fri.-Sat., through Octo-
ber

* At the Nature Center, ev-
ery Friday and Saturday in Octo-
ber — weather depending - at 4
p-m. come for FREE guided leaf
tours open to the public. Oct.
6-28

*“The Rocky Horror Show”
at Mountain Theatre Company
now in residence at the Perform-
ing Arts Center on Chestnut
Street. For tickets www.moun-
taintheatre.com.

Fri.-Sun., Oct. 6-8

* Cashiers Valley Leaf Fes-
tival at The Village Green. A free
3-day festival featuring 90 artisan
vendors spread throughout The
Village Green park. 10am - 5pm
on Fri. and Sat., and 10am - 3pm
on Sun.

Fri.,Oct. 6

* At Hudson Library, south-
ern author Susan Zurenda will be
at Hudson Library on Friday at 4
pm for a wine and cheese Books
& Bites event. She'll talk about
her latest novel, The Girl from
the Red Rose Motel. Books will
be available for purchase at this

free event.

* Friday Night Live — Town
Square, 343 Main Street, 6 — 8:30
p.m. Silly Ridge

* The Smoky Mountain
Pregnancy Care Center’s annual
fundraising banquet will be held
Friday in the Faith & Fellowship
Center of the Highlands United
Methodist Church, 315 Main St,
Highlands, NC. Guest speaker is
author and recording artist Ste-
venthen Holland, who will share
his unusual and inspiring life story.
Doors open at 4:30 p.m. to view
raffle items donated from busi-
nesses in Highlands, dinner at 6.
Please pre-register by October
I. Call 828-349-3200, or go to
SmokyPartners.com.

Sat.,Oct.7

* The Highlands Bagpipers
will perform between Highlander
Mountain House and the High-
lands Wine Shoppe from 4:30 - 5
p-m.

* Saturdays on Pine — K-H
Founders Park, Pine Street, 6 —
8:30 p.m. Outlaw Whiskey

Mon.-Wed.,Oct. 9-11

* At Estate Jewelers of High-
lands at 360 Main Street, BUY-
ING EVENT. Call 828-526-1960
for details. No appt. necessary.
Immediate Payment. 20% bonus
when traded for store credit..

Wed.,, Oct. | |

* The Highlands Biological
Foundation (HBF) signature fall
event — its 2nd-ever Carpenter
Lecture. Established in honor of

Sonya Carpenter; former director
of HBF, the Carpenter Lecture
series aims to educate our com-
munity about the environment
while inspiring stewardship of
the natural world.This year’s pro-
gram is in partnership with The
Bascom: and will feature Florence
Williams, acclaimed author of The
Nature Fix, as she presents “Your
Brain on Nature: Why Being
Outside Makes Us Feel Happier,
Healthier,and More Creative.” | |
a.m.at The Bascom’s covered ter-
race. Space is limited. To register
go to www.highlandsbiological.
org.

Thurs.,Oct. 12

* At Holistic Spirit Mind
Body, Group Mediumship by Kelly
Palmatier - Asheville Psychic Me-
dium -from noon to 3p. $45. Lim-
ited Seats. Reservations required.
Call 828-487-5579.

* The Nantahala Hiking Club
will meet in the Macon County
Library, on Siler Road in Frank-
lin at 6 p.m. Norm & Rochelle
Morris tell the true story of his
(Jingles) AT hike from GA to
ME while Rochelle (SherpaShell)
provides her support from the
backroads in their camper van.
All are welcome to participate
in a FREE raffle! This program is
co-sponsored by the library and
NHC.  https://wildmansbooks.
com/product/jingles-promise/

Fri. & Sat., Oct. 13-14

* At The Bascom, Fall Pottery
Show and Sale 10a to 5p. Featur-

ESTATE JEWELERS OF
HIGHLANDS

360 Main Street * 828-526-1960

No Appointment Necessary
Immediate Payment

BUYING EVENT

October 9ch - October 1ich




 HiGHL ANDS EVENTS ®

ing work by Studio Members.

* At M&CO, 782 Dillard Road, Fine and
Estate Jewelry Extravaganza by Mike Booth,
former auctioneer at Scudders. Unbeatable
prices.

Fri.,Oct. 13

* At Hudson Lilbrary, local author
Bruce Katz will appear at Hudson Library
on Friday at 2 PM to talk about his new
novel The Family Jewels. Books will be
available for purchase and signing at this
free event.

* The LAST Friday Night Live —Town
Square, 343 Main Street, 6 — 8:30 p.m.The
Foxfire Boys

Sat., Oct. 14

* Highlands Heritage Jamboree will
celebrate and honor the town’s history
with traditional music, dancing and more
on Saturday, Residents and visitors will
enjoy bluegrass, clogging and bagpipe per-
formances. Performances at K-H Found-
ers Park will include: Highlands Bagpipers,
3:30-4 p.m.; Bailey Mountain Cloggers,
a championship dance team from Mars
Hill University, 4-5 p.m.;The Foxfire Boys,
5-7:30 p.m.

* The LAST Saturdays on Pine — K-H
Founders Park, Pine Street.The Foxfire
Boys (5 - 7:30 p.m. as part of Highlands
Heritage Jamboree)

* A Hike on the Historic Kelsey Trail.
The public is invited to join one of three
groups of hikers, 25 in each, on the morn-
ing of Saturday. Shuttles to Whiteside will
leave from Founders Park at 8:30, 9, and
9:30. The walk is mostly downhill from
Whiteside, taking 4 hours, at a casual
pace. Water and snack bars will be pro-
vided along the trail. As a fundraiser for
the Highlands Plateau Greenway, a $75
donation is requested from each hiker
in support of the Greenway trail system.
Register at www.highlandsgreenway.com.

Tues, Oct. 17

* Highlanders for Good Government
is sponsoring a Candidate Forum in the
Community Building at 7 p.m. It will be
two hours long will have six subjects to
be asked by moderators. Pulbic can send
their questions, to info@highlandersfor-
goodgovernment.com.

Thurs.,Oct. 19

* |7th Annual Chili Cook-Off spon-
sored by Landmark Realty Group iin Ca-
shiers, NC at the Lewis Hall Center at
The Village Green 5-7 p.m.

Tues.,Oct. 31

* Halloween on Main (from 2nd to
5th streets) will be open to pedestrians
from 6-8 p.m. on Tuesday, Participating
merchants will distribute candy, some
of which is purchased by the Highlands

Chamber of Commerce/Visit Highlands,
NC and delivered to them by the Inter-
act Club. Musical performances include the
Foxfire Boys in front of Reeves Hardware,
High Five in front of Berkshire Hathaway
and D] Mike Murphy next to Kilwins. The
Kid’s Zone will be on Fourth Street

Sat.,Nov. 4

* Volunteers are needed to help Tidy
Our Town on Saturday beginning at 8:30
a.m., weather permitting. Volunteers will
begin at K-H Founders Park on Pine Street,
to get geographic assignment before col-
lecting trash. Volunteers will get a light
breakfast, a safety vest, gloves, pick-up tools
and garbage bags. Only areas within the
town limits will be covered. To participate
please email events@highlandschamber.
org or call 828-526-5841.
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The Coolest Golf Course
in Georgia

Sky%Valle

COUINTRY CLUB

* Incredible Views
e Par 72 Championship Course
stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
* Open Daily, ® Year-Round e Public Golf
2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta ¢ 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC

For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals,
please call 706-746-5302
www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

GETUPI GET OUT !
PARTNERS IN RECREATION

We have something for everyvyone!
Go to web pages for information & registration

“Al best in class, licensed & insured™

highlandsaerialpark.com

Experience the best views in the state while enjoying

some of the best ziplining in the country. We also

offer challenge courses, Giant Mountain Swing, scenic
guided UTV toursand more on our 96 acre property.

828-759-5146

JACKSON HOLE GEM MINE
Jjacksonholcgemminc.com

A family-owned gem mine good for all ages.
Our store offers thousands of dazzling gems &
minerals and a covered flume to search for your

treasures rain or shine!

828-524-5850

ALt Hieeh

higrhalanmdhike oo
Fly Salting gulthe pandce.
Cutiitter for Fikers, fnherefen,

mtntours.com
Come on an adventure in Highlands & Cashiers NC!f!
Our sightseeing, open-air vehicle and hiking tours are
great fun for all ages. Visit spectacular waterfalls and
mountain vistas. Featured in the Wall Street Journal.

864-373-4022

highlandsoutpost.com
A family fun destination. Ride the Scaly
Mountain Screamer, extreme tubing slide,
gem mine, trout fishing & more!

828-526-3737

Walerfall Cruises
oz Capfait Wk s

= Scenic Boat Tours
WorldClassWaterfalls.com

oL Trr ERY CLLIR

Sk)(_#\/al ley

intryclub com

Take a scenic waterfall cruise on
Lake Glenville aboard our luxury
pontoon yacht with an officially
licensed Master Sea Caprain!

828-526-6300

A championship course layout with
beautiful views & challenging holes
for a great day of golf.

dillardhousestables.com

Guided Horseback Riding
in Dillard Georgia

. Experienced guides take you, your family,
or group along scenic trails, offering you
breathtaking views, lush forests and the

most amazing opportunity to splash down

acool mountain stream aboardyour very
own well trained equine partner.

camgiry], adhveniune ravel, and mo

B18-526-5298

T06-746-2038
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Modern MTN Life

£

142 HWY 107, Cashiers, NC 28717 - 828-482-501 | « Open Year Round

..PLAYGROUND continued from pg 7

Stiehler, Jeff Weller of Summit
Architecture, Chamber Director
Kaye McHan, Chartlotte Muir
executive director of the High-
lands Biological Foundation, and
others has been collaborating in
hopes of making the playground
a reality.

The plan is to replace and ex-
pand the playground area from its
current location down to the ten-
nis courts and situated near the
skate park. The playground will
be constructed with the topogra-
phy of the land in mind - for in-
stance, a roller slide is envisioned
for the hilly area - with different
areas designated for ages 2-5 and
5-12.

All components will be age
appropriately labeled so use will
be at parents’ discretion. The
motif will be nature-themed with
blues and greens and browns
while celebrating creatures that
inhabit the Highlands Plateau
with stenciled renditions, signage
and more.

The committee has enlisted

the help of Carolina Parks and
Play which will ultimately design
the space with a general contrac-
tor hired and sub-contractors
used to pour and construct the
groundwork and footprint on
which components will be af-
fixed.

The project is expected to
cost $1-$1.5 million but the ul-
timate plan will depend on the
amount of money raised.

“If we can raise money for
things having to do with the kids,
and if we spend $1 million, I think
we would have far exceeded any-
one’s expectations,” said Weller.

Stichler and Weller are hop-
ing the town and the county will
get behind the project with a fun-
draising campaign taking care of
the rest. If all goes as planned the
playground could be a reality in
2025.

“So, planning began the
spring of 2023 and now that we
know what we would like to see,
we are looking at fundraising to

* See PLAYGROUND page 25

REJUVENATE

LASER CEN TER
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BE Awg Rz

ok your free consultation:
Highlands: 828-482-4430
Franklin: 828-349-1280
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Facials,
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www.rejuvenatelasercenter.com
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..PLAYGROUND continued from page 24

THERASCOM

A CENTER FOR THE VISUAL ARTS

323 Franklin Road | Highlands, NC
TheBascom.org | 828.526.4949

12th Annual
Fall Pottery Show

Featuring work by Studio Members

Euilan - -

There are various swing designs available.

start the spring of 2024, said Stichler.  and tactile play elements - so that will deter- I

“And then hopefully, depending on how  mine an opening date as well.

fundraising goes, we can pull the trigger Anyone interested in helping out fi-

on construction the fall of 2024 with a  nancially is encouraged to contact the The fall installment of our 12th
completion date sometime in 2025.” town’s current representative Commission-

Stiehler and Weller said they have no  er Stiehler at bstiehler@highlandscountry- C T annual pottery show will be held
idea how long it will take to get the com-  club.com. on Friday, October 13th and
ponents — spinners, slides, swings, sensory - Kim Lewicki Saturday. October 14th from 10

13-14 oo b
am - 5 pm. Enjoy beautiful
handmade pottery while

Friday & Saturday  supporting local artists in our
10 am -5 pm community!

HOLISTIC

SPIRIT MIND BODY

BE STILL MEDITATION

24B CANOE POINT e CASHIERS, NC

GROUP MEDIUMSHIP
by
Kelly Palmatier
Asheville Psychic Medium
October 12 « noon-3p
$45
Limited Seats
Reservations . 828-487-5579
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Pursuing a
Humble Spirit

Ken Langsdorf
Lutheran Church of the
Holy Family

“road rage,” consider the ancient and very practical

teaching of pursuing a humble spirit.

We very easily get caught up in pursuing our own in-
terests and desires and see other people as interrupting our
pursuit of what we want. Our lives can get so busy that we
get absorbed with what we have to do and just see others as
getting in the way. We don’t like to have our busy lives inter-
rupted by someone else, especially when we are in a hurry
to get somewhere. This often leads to conflict with others,
even road rage.

It takes a lot of practice and intentionality, but pursuing
a humble spirit brings great peace and joy to our lives.

A helpful quote from Bordon B. Hinckley says, Being
humble means recognizing that we are not on earth to see
how important we can become, but to see how much differ-
ence we can make in the lives of others.

As we pursue a humble spirit, we will practice treating
others with respect and dignity. We will work on a perspective
of seeing others as more important than ourselves.

Try it. The next time you go to the grocery store, prac-
tice seeing others as more important than yourself. Even as
you are driving your car, go out of your way to be polite and
considerate of others.

As we practice pursuing a humble spirit, we may feel
ourselves overcome with a renewed joy and peace in life. We
might find that we enjoy making a positive difference in other
people’s lives.

One of the greatest teachers on pursuing a humble spir-
it was Jesus. And not only did he teach it, but he also lived it.

The Apostle Paul shatres an ancient hymn about Jesus in
his letter to the Philippians (2:5-11) as he writes:

51t the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who,
though be was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as
something to be w{p/oz'ted 7but emptied himself; taking the form of a
slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form,
8he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death — even
death on a cross. 9T herefore God also highly exalted him and gave him
the name that is above every name, 10s0 that at the name of ]mts every
knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of
God the Father.

Jesus shows us that true greatness is not found in forc-
ing our own will by oppressing or belittling others but in
showing mercy, compassion and even serving others.

As we pursue a humble spirit, we are not showing weak-
ness but rather self-control and gentleness.

An anonymous writer said, Being a gentle person means
that though you have the power and potential to be devastat-
ing through your attitudes and actions, you control them so
that you have a calming and soothing effect on othets.

Joy and peace will be yours as you pursue a humble
spirit.

I f you are interested in living a life that is opposite of

e Pl acEs 10 WORSHIP ®

BLUEVALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315
Sundays: School: 10 a.m. ,Worship:1 |
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 ¢ Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| |
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev.Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30
CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA « 706-746-2999
Sundays: 10 a.m.Worship; Holy Communion Ist & 3rd Sundays
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
828-743-1701+ 464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717
www.christanglicancashiers.com
9:30am Sunday School; 10:30am Worship Service. Mon. Night
Bible Study & Dinner, 6pm, call for details.
CHRIST CHURCH OF THEVALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf » 743-5470
www.cashiers.church
Sun.10:45am. S.S 9:30am.Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals |0am.
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.
Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| a.m.

I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com * 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC ¢ Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins
Sundays: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am
Wednesdays: Youth 5:30-7pm;Women’s Bible Study: Mondays
4:30pm, Tuesdays |0am; Men’s Bible Study:Wednesdays &
Thursdays 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144 + 696 Sky Valley Way #447
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas
Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev.W. Bentley Manning, Rector * 526-2968
5th and Main streets * www.incarnationwnc.org
Sunday: Rite |, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite Il with Choir 10:30
am in Sanctuary, VWed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel,
Morning Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 « www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor ¢ 220 Main Street, Highlands
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am;Women’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Emily Wilmarth, pastor
828-526-3175 + fpchighlands.org
Sun.:Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.;Worship || a.m.
Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m.Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:| | am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814

Services: Sundays |0am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm
HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. « Glenville. NC ¢+ 743-2729 * Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a.Worship | la & 7p. Bible Study 6p
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.;Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 « 165 S. Sixth Street
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays:Worship:|
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson * 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily
sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a.VWWednesday Worship is 6:30p
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376
In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
909a Bluegrass and | la Traditional
www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
2152 Dillard Road * 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdrof
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| |. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin « 828-634-1312 « mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: |Ist /Fri.and 3rd Sat.
and Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur.
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583  Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107)
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;Youth Group 6 p.m.
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone — 526-2418
Tues. - 9:30am; Thurs. - 9:30am; Sat. 4pm; Sun. - | lam
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship —I | am.& 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates * 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev.Andy Cloer
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:1 | a.m.
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m.
ST.JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass:Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon;

Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: * 743-2359 * Rev. Rob Wood
Sunday Services:8a.9:30 & | la
Visit our website www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com for
schedules of activities.

Our Bazaar Barn is open Fri. & Sat. 10a -2p.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin * uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - | | a.m.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:| | am




s PolLicE & FIRE REPORTS ®

Highlands Police en-
tries from Sept. 25. Only the
names of persons arrested,
issued a summons/citation,
issued a Class-3 misdemean-
or or those of public officials
have been used.

Sept. 25

e At 11:18 p.m,, officers re-
sponded to a report of a motor
vehicle theft from Highlands Plaza
where someone took a vehicle
and hit a trailer while being im-
paired.

e At | 1:19 p.m,, officers re-
sponded to a one-vehicle acci-
dent in the lower parking lot of
Highlands Plaza.

e At 11:33 p.m., Robert Alex
Mawnis, 58, of Cashiers, was ar-
rested for motor vehicle theft,
possession of a stolen motor
vehicle and DUI. He was issued
a $6,000 secured bond. His trial
date is Oct. 5.

Sept. 26

* At 2:15 am, officers re-

sponded to a report of a larceny
at an apartment on N. 4th Street
where photographic and optical
equipment valued at $200 was
taken.

Sept. 27

* At 433 p.m., officers re-
sponded to a report of a larceny
at 200 Main where $12,750 in jew-
elry was reportedly missing.

Sept. 29

¢ At 453 am, officers re-
sponded to a 2-vehicle accident in
Highlands Plaza.

The Highlands Fire &
Rescue log from Sept. 28

Sept. 28

* At 8:43 a.m,, the dept. pro-
vided public assistance at a resi-
dence on View Point Road.

* At 10:56 a.m., the dept. was
first-responders to a residence on
Hedden Lane.

Sept. 29

* At 3:01 p.m,, the dept. pro-

vided public assistance at a location
on Horse Cove Road.

* At 3:26 p.m,, the dept. was
first-responders to a residence on
Apple Mountain Lane.

Sept. 30

* At 7:57 a.m.,, the dept. was
first-responders to a residence on
Hedden Lane.

* At 12:08 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a call of a possible gas
leak at a location on N. 5th Street.

* At 7:30 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a location
on Skyline Lodge Road.

* At 10:40 p.m,, the dept. was
first-responders to a residence on
Arnold Road.

Oct.2

* At 6:53 p.m., the dept. provid-
ed public assistance at a residence
on Barney Road.

Oct.3

* At 2:14 a.m,, the dept. was
first-responders to a residence on
Shortoff Springs Road.

Community members recognized by the
Highlands Chamber of Commerce

In a celebration of community spirit, the Highlands Chamber of Commerce proudly honored
exceptional individuals and organizations at its Autumn Ovation event held at the Highlands Biological Sta-
tion pavillion last week. The annual gathering brings together Chamber members to network and celebrate
the honorees.

[A] (Al o .
The Duke Power Award for
Volunteer of the Year, was pre-
sented to Jim Spencer. The award
recognizes leadership, volunteer
involvement and community ser-
vice. Spencer quietly but tirelessly
supports a multitude of local ini-
tiatives. He lends a helping hand
through Rotary projects and dedi-
cates his time selflessly to organi-
zations like the Emergency Coun-
cil, Biological Center, and the Food
Pantry

The Del Roberts Award for
Outstanding Business was pre-
sented to the International Friend-
ship Center.The award was created
in 2005 to honor a business’ unself-
ish contribution to Highlands.

The Robert B. Dupree Award
for Outstanding Community
Service, was presented to the
Highlands Historical Society and
their volunteer Kim Daughtery for
her work on the Dahlia Festival.
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THE
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!

Here,There and Everywhere ...
the Atlanta area, too!

828.200.3050

bobhenritze @gmail.com « www.firewoodcompany.net

10,000 SQUARE FEET
OF SHOPPING!

BAZAAR BARN

THURSDAY THRU SATURDAY
10 AM -2 PM

1846 HIGHWAY 107N
ACROSS FROM BLUE RIDGE SCHOOL

CALL SKIP RYAN FOR MORE INFORMATION
828-226-2588
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Highlands | Sotheby’s Paul Corbin
INTERHATIONAL REALTY owner

GARY GARREN

Founding Member

Cell: (828) 482-2370
gsgarren(@gmail.com

Life is better connected.
Join us this Sunday
(new series)
8:40am - Coffee/Nibbles
9am - Live Stream

w/Andy Stanley
For directions call Bee at 404-307—14185/3:I

A&O LANDSCAPING SERVICES, LLC

Downtown Office @
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC 828-371-2240

Highlandssothebysrealty.com pcorbin 1631 @aol.com

il Wy LAND SERVICES

—
* Septic Installation * Pressure Washing
¢ Land Clearing/Clean Up ¢ Culvert/Drainage Installs
the hemlocks * Driveway Install/Repair * Sod Installation

> 828-526-9325 <«

on 25 acres at the base
of Whiteside
Mountain.

800-805- 3558 *» 828-526-2222

* Gravel/Dirt/Mulch/Delivery

...We Love Small Jobs!
828-655-7733
www.blueridgelandservices.com

Generators aren’t just a “thing” we do,
generators are all we do!

Highlands Automotive
J U N K Call Raul
Service . : NC 706-982-3803
WE HAUL IT AWAY & " Ry B [Inspection 706-970-7638

Renair Station 828-347-0255 5
House / Garage / Yard p

Call for free estimate @
828 - 421 - 5188

CHESTNUT SDR,&GE

GRADING, INC.
valenciagrading@gmail.com

_- — : Grading e Lot Clearing e Retaining Wall
828-787-2360 Driveways e Septic Placement

ee Explert

Y J._-. :
& Cr ne Serwc :
"Quaﬁty Tree Care & Removal

2851 Cashiers Road ¢ highlandsautomeotive.com

* Grading
e Excavating

Storage Units Available * Driveways

Serure 24 Houwr Sooess ¢ Build sites
Easy Ini - Easy Ot * Hauling ¢ 18+ years
e e * Septic Systems 828-200-9217 - fully insured
ICall today to find oot why walna e 1] L5 1
T T == Edwin Wilson _-
Bzd-gBz-1045 . Cell (828) 421-3643 %@s m:g’&w <
Lok for ouwr sgn! Officelfax (828) 526-4758 ndo
sofien Buck Craut Bd. - 32 mis o Casbiars B ssar ihe bespital wilsongrading@yahoo.com “We accept all credit ca

864-481-0598
INFOER L0 SELING-CENTER.ORG

S i LﬂL TED AT THE ROSBY CENTER
Cell: 803-271-5426 ¢ COURRNSELIMNG S 348 5 S, NC 2

Office: 828-526-8784 CEMNTER

Ryan M. Bears _

Branch Leader

ryan.bears@allentate.com

Vi
tate /e Alle
Realtors®
REALTY GROUP

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

HIGHLANDS, N

C - COUNSELING-CENTER.ORG

WE STRIVE TO STRENGTHEN FAMILIES AND INDIVIDUALS

BY PROVIDING ACCESS TO QUALITY MENTAL HEALTH
SERVICES REGARDLESS OF FINANCIAL ABILITY.




Desimir
Petrovic

Broker

Cell: 646-315-0048

Office: 828-526-8784

desimir.petrovic@allentate.com
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e CILASSIFIEDS ®

FOR SALE

TENT - 10xI0 Commercial, W/2 Sets Of Sides,
Weights, Straps, Bag $175; SNOW TIRES - 4) Blizzak/
Bridgestone, 205/20R 15, W/Mounted Rims, Tire Chains
Included, Minimum Wear $175mm; TORO LAWN MOW-
ER - Gas, Self-Propelled , 21” RECYCLER $210; ECHO
LAWN EDGER PE225- Gas, Like New $125; SPRAYER
TANK - 25 Gal, Electric Motor And Battery, W /10" Ex-
tension Sprayer $150; GRINDER - 6” Dual Bench, W/
Light - New $125;VINTAGE P. O. MAIL BOX FRONTS -19

D PAINTING & REMODELING

e Interior & Exterior Painting
o Pressure Washing
« House Maintenance
e Drywall Repair
o Deck Repair
Quality Work e Fully Insured|

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com
828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

Cosmos Flowers
Full Service Florist

Store: 828-526-0044
Cell: 828-200-6101
cosmosflowersnc@gmail.com
95 Highlands Plaza
Follow us
Instagram and facebook
@cosmosflowersnc

Cﬂﬁlﬂ-ﬂ{i

B 1ire. FLOWERS
{ LY %

Kiln dried
FIREWOOD

Delivery or pickup

highlandslawnandgarden.com

« Income Property Investments
« Southeastern U.S. and beyond
« 36 Years of Satisfied Clientele
« Affiliate of KW Commercial
Peachtree Road, Atlanta, GA

¥

MASSELL

IO OO O WO W W OW W
COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE

Steve Massell
CCIM
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(404) 255-6810 « realty@massell.com

ESTATE JEWELERS
OF HIGHLANDS

BUYING EVENT
October 9th - October 11th

360 Main Street, Highlands, NC 28741
10 AM - 5 PM Monday - Wednesday
For directions please call: 828.526.1960

Call buyer for item related questions: 888.787.1112
No appointment necessary.

Immediate Payment!

National Rarities will match any competitor’s offer

Receive20%Bonus

&
when traded lor sfore credit™ uJim'L;?}:“ 1?'0‘-.

Matched, Brass, W/Frame, Combination Lock, Circa 1890
$25 Each Or Batch Discount;“N” GUAGE TRAINS - Mul-
tiple Accessories; DELTA MORTISING ATTACHMENT -
New $85; Phone - 828-342-8282 (10/12)

2 HOBIE REVOLUTION KAYAKS, fully loaded,
Mirage Drive, Malone trailer. $3,500. Call 504-453-6966.
(10/12)

PEO WILL HAVE FRESH, NEW-CROP PE-
CANS available around Nov. |I. Order now. Call 828-200-
1598.

3 RV CLASS A SITES at Wildflower Creek RV Re-
sort.A small, secluded, mature luxury resort. Call for more
information. 828-421-1709. (st. 10/13)

FOR LEASE

SPACIOUS 2 BEDROOM/2 BATH fully furnished
apt. |.5 miles from Main St. Living/ Dining area/ kitchenette,
covered porch $2000 mo. utilities inc. 561 310-5085. (st.
8/10)

BRAND NEW TRAILERS FOR RENT. 2 bed-
rooms/2 baths $1700/month and 3 bedrooms/2 baths
$2250/month. Between Highlands & Cashiers. Includes hi-
speed internet, water, & washer/dryer. No dogs. Inquires,
Marcy - (706) 982-0444. (st. 5/4)

HELP WANTED

REEVES HARDWARE in Highlands is now hiring a
point-of-sale associate full- or part-time. Great benefits for
full-time employment. Competitive salary. Please call Leslie
for details. 828-526-2157. (10/5)

PASTOR OF FAMILY MINISTRIES, First Bap-
tist Church Highlands, NC. Phone: 828.526.4153. Full time
Seminary Trained pastor to disciple children and families.
The perfect candidate will have a deep heart for Christ
and a shepherd’s call to guard and grow disciples. Salary
and benefits commensurate with training and experience.
Please send resume including your Testimony, Spiritual
Gift(s) and References to info@fbchighlands.org ( subject
line: Family Ministries) and to request the full job descrip-
tion. (9/28)

WOLFGANGS RESTAURANT - Experienced Line
Cook needed. Evening shift. Great Pay. Possible on-premise
living. Call Mindy at 828-421-2211. (st. 6/1)

SERVICES

GUTTER CILEANING and roof repair. Call 828-371-
1103.(9/28)

20-FT ROLL BACK AVAILABLE FOR hauling, local or
long distance. Call Danny at 828-200-2855. (st. 9/28)

LINSTALLTILE! Fco-Friendly & Non-Toxic, Specializing
in Shower/Bathroom, Kitchen/ Backsplash, Entrance Ways/
Patios/Flooring. 25yrs experience. Also offer grout cleaning.
Licensed & Insured. Mike Bertone/Owner of Bertone Tile
Design & Flooring LLC. Home: 828-526-4943 or 321-303-
7560. (8/31)

MURPHY’S PAINT CO. - interior/exterior painting/
sheetrock repair/wallpaper removal/log homes/decks. Insured.
Free estimates. 828-332-0525 or 828-421-8600 (11/2)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDYMAN - Chatlos
Contruction — Remodels,Additions, Framing, Siding, Roofing,
Decks, Painting. References. Insured. 828-200-407 1. (12/28)

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR ANYTHING
HAULED AWAY? | can do it. Call or text James of Going
Gone at 828-421-2655. (12/28)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN VINSON:
scanning photos, slides & negatives to CD or DVD for easier
viewing. Video transfer to DVD. Everything done in house.
Leave message at 828-526-5208.
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..Q&A continued from page 21

inspected operations. To my knowledge
B&Bs no longer exist in Highlands. They
were only allowed in certain zoning districts
in town.

In our most regulated district, R-1,
“overnight” rentals were never allowed. In
R-2, a more loosely zoned district, B&Bs
were allowed - which may have given way to
the thought of homeowners embarking on
renting themselves - without serving food
and the regulations that come with it.

Short term rentals “...as they stand
now” is somewhat of a misnomer.

The Town of Highlands and its chal-
lengers have been aware for some time that
bills have been introduced in the North
Carolina Legislature that may or may not
impact any decision the Town may have. To
date, both parties have taken the opportu-
nity to let the Legislature weigh in on the
subject of STRs before proceeding with
further action.

The final adoption of any bill in Ra-
leigh concerning short-term rentals will give
the Town guidance in future ordinances on
the subject.

Pending legislative action, the consid-
eration of more or less regulations on the
subject is a moot point for the Town.

Brian Stiehler

Short-Term Rentals (STRs) started as
a hot topic during the COVID pandemic
when people were traveling regionally for
their vacations as opposed to getting on
an airplane and traveling longer distances.
STRs atre a nationwide issue and not one
that is isolated to Highlands. Every com-
munity in America is dealing with this, more
so in desirable resort areas like Highlands.
With folks on either side of the issue, it be-
came clear that the Town would likely see
legal action from one of the two sides.

Let me start by saying I fully support
STRs in our business zoning districts, where
they make sense. I believe STRs do a nice
job of supplementing hotel accommoda-
tions during the busy season. There ate also
many STR options outside of town limits,
in the county, that serve our visitors. But as
a Town Commissioner, I feel it is my duty
to follow the ordinances as they are written.
Our ordinances clearly state, no overnight
accommodations in residential zoning dis-
tricts. Our residential neighborhoods, R1
and R2 specifically, should be left for resi-
dents and/or long-term rentets. Neighbor-
hoods are about community. Some have
gone as far as to say this is an anti-business
stance, which couldn’t be farther from the
truth. I have fought for businesses on many
issues over the years, but when it comes to
neighborhoods and our residents, I feel they

deserve protection.

I am very concerned about the poten-
tial for STRs to change our sense of com-
munity, which it already has in the town.
While there are many who feel this issue
has been settled, there are still more issues
to confront. My other concern with the way
STRs are governed right now, is that it cre-
ates two different home values within the
same zoning designation. I believe the same
rules need to apply to all properties. As an
incumbent, I've had the benefit of many
hours of meetings where we looked at this
issue from every perspective.

As we move forward, T think it is the
town boards duty to listen to our legal
counsel and determine what is the best way
forward for the long-term benefit of the
community. For me, that means protecting
residents in R1 and R2 zoning designations.

Jeff Weller

The issue of STRs in Highlands has
been one of the most contentious issues our
Town has had since the days of ET] (Extra
Territorial Jurisdiction). During this process,
each side of the argument brought their
views and opinions to the table. Some com-
promises were made within the Town’s final
regulations that passed on 9/12/22. Since
that time, the State has also started con-
versations on the subject of STRs and Bill
667 has been proposed. This Bill to me is
too strong in its language in favor of STRs.
Again, if the State decides to move forward
with policy on this issue, there will likely
need to have a middle ground found in or-
der to garner the support needed to become
law. T don’t see Bill 667, as curtently written,
getting through both the House, Senate and
Governor. According to Mayor Taylor, the
current lawsuit brought against the Town
has been paused pending the outcome of
the possible current legislation proposed.

With that said, the current regulations
in place at this time appear to be working
based on firsthand accounts as well as the
low level of complaints filed with the Police
Department and Town.

Last I discussed with administration at
Town Hall, there are 273 STR eligible prop-
erties out of approximately 3,000 homes. So
right at 9% of homes are also STRs. Under
the current regulations that number of eli-
gible homes would not increase. STRs have
been around for a very long time. Even the
cottages around the Highlands Country
Club Clubhouse were STRs many years ago.
My first week when I moved to town over
30 years ago was spent in an STR until my
garage apartment was ready on Holt Knob.
I do not want to see STRs proliferate, but
the current regulations in place won’t allow

that to happen.

As T've said prior, we need to better
involve the entire community in these deci-
sions. I know the community had a chance
to voice their opinions. I'd like to see that
continue and even improve moving for-
ward. Our community is the key to any
Town’s success on all issues, but especially
the subject of STRs. The Granicus App ap-
proved by the Town that allows people to
complain about an STR (or possibly even a
non STR neighbor) is a way to try and im-
prove communication. However, I do be-
lieve the App falls short in this process in
that the owner of the property, which may
or may not be an STR, is not informed in
a timely manner of the complaint/issue. If
this could be the case, then small or even
bigger issues could potentially be dealt with
immediately rather than wasting the time of
the Police Department or the staff at the
Town Hall 2-3 days later. With technology
today, communication could and should be
improved.

I am for the current Regulations in
place at this time. I do not own an STR in
town, so I come into this with no personal
agenda or bias. I would not be looking to
change the regulations moving forward. I
don’t think there should be more or less at
this time. The biggest area for improvement
is engagement of both sides of the Issue. I
still feel that each side can have their views
and still be pleased with the end result. That
will be key with this Issue and possibly oth-
ers moving forward. As a commissioner, I
would be willing to listen and respect each
side of these discussions.

Rachel Wilson

Short-term rentals are an issue that has
divided our town. Over the past two years
this has become an emotional argument
rather than a level-headed collaboration to
resolve an issue impacting small pockets of
our community.

There is nothing right about people
coming into our town, renting the house
next door and disrupting our neighbor-
hoods with noise, trash and intrusive park-
ing, There should be consequences for this
behavior, property owners should be held
accountable, and I commend the town for
purchasing a software program that makes
it easier for neighbors to report such issues.

However, some estimates based on
software used by the Town of Highlands
indicates that less than 10% of the homes
within the town limits are registered as
short-term rentals. Of that 10% the num-
ber of rentals that could be deemed as a
“party house” on a consistent basis is even
smaller. This information is confirmed by

the limited number of complaint calls re-
ceived by town officials as discussed at the
July 20th Board meeting. Statistically, that
is not enough to change the demographic
of our community or warrant a complete
ban of short-term rentals. I do believe
there should be some regulation to protect
all property owners’ rights, but I am not
in favor of eliminating short-term rentals
within any part of town limits.

Let me be clear, I am not pushing any-
one’s agenda. I do not believe we should
keep short-term rentals simply to support
a business model but the simple fact is that
Highlands is a tourist town. People who
visit Highlands support our economy and
provide a living for many locals. Short-
term rentals in R-1 and R-2 meet the needs
of families and groups who need more
space or amenities than a hotel room while
still providing the in-town experience.

Also, many people looking to build
or buy a home in Highlands benefit from
staying in neighborhoods to get a feel for
the town and get to know the locals. These
are good reasons to have short-term rent-
als in our town.

Many seasonal or part-time residents
who own a home in Highlands can only do
so because they have income from renting
their home. These people are good neigh-
bors and invested in our community. Oth-
ers have made improvements to run down
properties that were eye sores, increasing
the value of the properties around them
and they were willing to do so because
of the return on investment a short-term
rental provides. These Highlanders are not
the enemy, but they have been painted as
such.

The Highlands Town Board should
strive to be an example of collaboration
and a government that values the opinions
of all stakeholders, not just the loud mi-
nority. This is how we can ensure we do
what is best for Highlands now and in the
future.

As 1 understand it, there are two
pieces of legislation in Raleigh surround-
ing this issue. SB290 and SB667 were pre-
sented eatlier this year but have not passed.
The introduction of these bills show there
is interest from the State to make a ruling
on this issue. Until we are given direction
from the State, I do not see the point of
putting more time and energy toward an
issue when whatever the Town Board de-
cides might be overturned. There are more
pressing issues to put our efforts toward.

The Oct. 12 question:

What are your views concerning tourism and
Highlands’ inevitable growth?
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Native American Jewelry
Crystal & Gem Gallery

_| Highlander
Mountain
House
| &

The Ruffed
Grouse
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

Weichert

REALTORS

Highlands is calling

-Coﬁﬁ}ry Club Properties . ,
Your local hometown H |g h|and8 Pro pe r“es

Real Estate professionals. .
450 N. 4th St. Highlands, N
3 Offices 828-526-2520 20 N. 4th ot Highlands, NC

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC : | 0£0-220- )
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com Www.CCPHighlandsNC.com www.highlandsproperties.com
i o . 3
@ b, i//.,, & 2T
Martin-Lipscomb
a i

401 N.Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com
|nfo@h|ghlandS|scaII|ng com

K
mlrrwmercondkultynkemals

Performing Arts Center

Andrea Gabbard

20 Years Experience

c: 828.200.6742
AndreaGabbard@

BERKSHIRE | MEADOWS MOUNTAIN
HA WAY REALTY

OMESERVI

MOUNTAIN LUXURY
Dedicated to finding the MITZI RAUERS

home you've always wanted. Broker / Luxury Collection H
Specialist gmail.com
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com o e
. IN | Highlands
F '_. 1 I. -. I
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Sotheby’s
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DARLENE CONLEY
404.427.2448

Hardware

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 2”°

Trusted advisors
providing impeccable
personalized service

Sotheby’s

INTERMATIONAL REALTY
114 N. 4th Street * Highlands, NC

Local Expertise, Global Connections.

Licensed in NC and GA We are home. PAM NELLIS CELL:828-787-1895

L N, office: 828.526.8300 * cell: 828.337.0706
Sheryl Wilson  sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com * highlandssir.com PM(. 4[(\)2:2:]92}332; ?ﬁgﬁgﬁﬁ;@? g::;éi‘;ig” BrOKER PAMELA.NELLIS@YAHOO.COM

LANDMARK
REAL ESTATE SALES & VACATION RENTALS

st €orncovm

5 Offices across the plateau!
HIGHLANDS OFFICE 225 MAIN STREET




#1 in the Carolinas
#1 in the Country for Independent Firms

Pat Allen #1 Small Team Company-wide 2022

Broker in Charge
pat@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.9179

Main Office

| 295 Dillard Road
Highlands, NC 28741
828.526.8784

Stronger together!

tate

Source HCMLS &
RealTrends

rfz’/ {//ﬁ’

CARL ROMBERG
(@ BROKER-IN-CHARGE

LANDMARK

REAL ESTATE SALES & VACATION RENTALS
i —

5 Offices across the plateau!

HIGHLANDS OFFICE
225 MAIN STREET

CELL:678-936-9309
CARL@LANDMARKRG.COM

I‘ Julie Osborn

Broker in Charge
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.6165

Wildcar CHffs Office
5121 Cashiers Road
Highlands, NC 28741
| 828.526.4525

JODY LOVELL

Leading e

patallenrealtygroup.com

DAVID
A BOCK

‘\&" BUILDERS

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240

OF 26,000 SOTHEBY’S INTERNATIONAL REALTY
AGENTS WORLDWIDE, 2023

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Highlands ‘

WIT_D THTME GﬂURMET

Open Year-Round « 7 days a week
343-D Main Street » 526-4035

Open for
Lunch &
Dinner
11a-3:30p
&
5:30-til?

4

www.wildthymegourmet.com

WOLFGANG'S

RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRC

Taste the difference, Always fresh.

W

Open for our
29th season .
Wed.-Sun.
Bistro opens at 4p :
Dinner begins at 5:30p [

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

-

@@; Resrautant

n Lake Sequoyah
828-526-2338
41 Years of Fine Dining
Open Tues.-Sat.
5:30-9p

www.ontheverandah.com

All clients want the same thing:
A trusted advisor who listens and
does what is best for them
to help achieve their goals.
Coffee and conversation anytime.

on the Verandah

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE
— HIGHLANDS CASHIERS ——

Deborah ‘“Bee” Gleeson

MCULL

YD

CASHMERE

Scotland’s Best Knitwear

404.307.1415
BeeGIee4@3maiI.com Open 7 days a week
526-4407

Pat Gleeson
828.782.0472
PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com

210 North Fifth Street,
Highlands, NC 28731

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up

on Main Street ©




