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Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.

In Highlands ...on the hill
242 S. 4th St. • 828-526-4407

Open 7 days a week
www.mcculleys.com
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• See Q&A page 30

Brian StiehlerKay Craig John Dotson Jeff Weller Rachel Wilson

Saturday night, K-H Founders Park saw a joyous crowd of all ages dancing to the sounds of the Holiday Band 
from Burlington/Chapel Hill that played oldies but goodies. They even solicited a visit by a bear who strolled 
through the park unfazed by the music or the people. Visit Highlands sponsors Music in the Park each Saturday 
through Oct. 14.                   - Photo by Amanda Leggett

Candidates gather for 6-week Q&A
This issue kickstarts our can-

didate Q&A which will feature a 
question and answer each week 
for six weeks culminating with the 
Thursday, Nov. 2 edition prior to 

the Tuesday, Nov. 7 election.
There are five candidates run-

ning for three seats on the High-
lands Town Board. The candidates 
are Kay Craig, incumbent John 

Dotson, incumbent Brian Stiehler, 
Jeff  Weller and Rachel Wilson. 
The candidates’ answers will be 
presented alphabetically.

• See BOE MTG page 25
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Teacher-of-the-Year, Brian Aulisio and Support-Person-of-the-Year  
April Getz received certificates at the BOE meeting.

At the September Board of  
Education meeting held in High-
lands Monday, Principal Sarah 
Holbrooks commended Teacher-
of-the-Year, HS math teacher Bri-
an Aulisio and Support-Person 
of-the-Year, library media coordi-
nantor April Getz for all they do 
for Highlands School. 

Each year, teachers and 
staff  of  MC schools vote for 
the Teacher-of-the-Year and the 
Support-Person-of-the Year. This 
year, Aulisio and Getz made the 
cut at Highlands School.

“Mr. Aulisio is an amazing 
math teacher. He makes math 
fun and engaging for all of  our 
students. He is truly a light when 
he comes to school. Usually you 
can see him leading my small 
kids down in the morning to 
their classrooms by trumpet or 
you can catch him DJing at the 
Homecoming Dance. He truly 
is spectacular. He puts music 
into math so the kids learn rap 
songs to help them memorize 
everything they need to know for 

HS teachers/staff receive 
accolades at BOE meeting
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"Skip, I have been trying to improve 
communications with my lizard inner self." 

For nearly 35 years, there 
have been several efforts 
to secure funding to dredge 

Mirror Lake. With the state ap-
propriating 5 million dollars in the 
new budget, the restoration of  the 
lake will become a reality in the 
coming months and years. 

I want to thank our legisla-
tive delegation, Representative 
Karl Gillespie and Senator Kevin 
Corbin, for getting those funds in 
the recently passed state budget. 
They are a tremendous legisla-
tive team that garners support for Western 
North Carolina. .

This project will have a lasting impact 
on preserving the watershed not only for 
Highlands but for this entire area of  Macon 
County and beyond. It will also restore this 
scenic venue for our residents and visitors 
who enjoy our beautiful mountain venues.

The region has seen a decline in rainfall 
in recent weeks, which may portend drought 
conditions. Having a healthy tributary lake to 
our water source at Lake Sequoyah will be 
an important component in addressing fu-
ture drought conditions. Increasing holding 
capacity through deepening Mirror Lake will 
serve the town’s water system well. Given 

rising temperatures, shallow water 
impoundments like the current 
Mirror Lake promote warm wa-
ter and subsequent algae growth, 
complicating clean water produc-
tion at our water plant. 

This project could not have 
been possible without the citizen 
involvement of  the Mirror Lake 
Improvement Association. They 
kicked off  the effort by raising 
half  a million dollars, but more im-
portantly, they developed a viable 
plan for dredging and restoring 

the lake. I want to thank Patrick Gleeson, the 
president of  the Mirror Lake Improvement 
Association, for his bold leadership in mak-
ing this project possible.

This significant state-support not only 
provides the opportunity to dredge the lake 
but, just as importantly, puts into place a sys-
tem where the lake can be maintained and 
serviced for years to come. The dredging of  
the lake is just the initial step in preserving 
this important community asset.

Representative Gillespie and Senator 
Corbin also secured five million dollars to 
replace the 1965 pre-water clarifier tank at 
the Highlands Water Plant and for related up-
grades. The aging tank is still in service, but 
as Commissioner Marc Hehn has stressed, 
the tank has been on borrowed time. The 
board realized it had to be replaced, so sever-
al months ago, funds were allocated to begin 
the engineering and design for a new tank. 
Those plans are close to completion.

These funds that our legislative del-
egation secured were sorely needed. Senator 
Corbin and Representative Gillespie also got 
the town over 3 million dollars last year to 
replace the water lines and water tank in the 
Dog Mountain area.

The great news is that we have the state 
funds for these critical projects. The state 
money translates into more local tax money 
being directed to other projects on our long 
list of  community improvements.

Please join Representative Gillespie, 
Senator Corbin, and me at the community 
coffee tomorrow, Friday, September 29, at 11 
a.m. at the Hudson Library. Let’s thank our 
representatives for their support. Also, they 
will update everyone on other aspects of  the 
new state budget that will advance Western 
North Carolina.

• To see the full budget story go to page 20.

State budget comes through for Highlands
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SEP 25 - OCT 31

Discover the flavors of the season 
with fall food and beverage features. 

Public Welcome.

view details
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Monday - Friday, 11 am - 3 pm 
226 South 4th Street • Highlands, NC 

Highlandsburrito.com

NOW OPEN

•inVesting at 4,118 Ft• 

Nominated for ‘America’s Best’
Top 5% of Brokers in 2022* HCMLS

20 years experience
Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

The world of  real estate 
involves the three Ps: 
people, property, and 

psychology. The psychology 
of  buying a home involves 
many different motivations 
and aspirations. Here are 
some observations after sell-
ing real estate on the High-
lands/Cashiers Plateau for 
the last 23 years:

1. Emotion matters 
more than logic. Buyers are 
investing in more than just 
houses when they buy them. 
They are buying a lifestyle, a 
dream, and a sense of  com-
munity. Especially in resort communities 
such as this area, the decision to buy a sec-
ond home triggers longing for family get-
togethers, chilly nights by the fireplace, and 
a sense of  belonging. Rational factors such 
as practicality and financial constraints of-
ten take a backseat to emotions.

2. Aspirations dominate the decision. 
A house is a canvas on which people paint 
their dreams; it is more than bricks and 
mortar. Buyers are drawn to homes that 
fit their aspirations whether that is becom-
ing a noteworthy chef, a better golfer or a 
master gardener. You are more motivated 
to pursue hobbies or goals if  you can pic-
ture yourself  succeeding in a certain envi-
ronment. Personal development frequently 
acts as a motivating factor in real estate de-
cisions.

3. Extension of  identity. Your house is 
a physical representation of  your identity. 
The homes we select from rustic lodges to 
contemporary condos reflect our person-
alities, values, and taste. Searching for the 
right home is like searching for the right 
soul mate: you want a home that fills your 

sense of  self. A nature lov-
er might want lots of  win-
dows bringing the outdoor 
in while a social butterfly 
may gravitate toward the 
open floor plan to facilitate 
entertaining.

4. A next chapter. Sig-
nificant life changes often 
precipitate home purchas-
ing. In a second home 
community, retirement, 
empty nesters or a grow-
ing family all may initiate 
the search for a mountain 
home. This is more than 
just a real estate purchase; 

it involves the desire to have a new chapter 
of  life experience. 

5. Community connection. The 
search for a mountain home involves de-
termining not only that the general area 
fits your personality, but searching for the 
right club or neighborhood that is com-
fortable for you and your family. Taking 
time to evaluate the different vibes of  var-
ious communities is key to contentment 
with your decision.

6. Timing. Some people delay mak-
ing a home purchase waiting on the per-
fect time in the market or their life. Covid 
seemed to infect buyers with more than 
germs. It created a greater sense of  urgen-
cy to live your life and to create memories 
now instead of  waiting for a perfect time 
that may never come.

7. Obsessive Biases. Some buyers fix-
ate on certain issues instead of  focusing 
on the big picture: purchasing a home for 
your and your family’s future. The process 
can get bogged down with repair issues 
and frustration with negotiations. My ad-
vice is always to keep your eye on the prize 

People, property and psychology

Jody Lovell
Highlands and Cashiers 

Sotheby’s International Realty
828.526.4104

The one-stop early voting period for the Nov. 2023 municipal election begins Oc-
tober 19.

The in-person early voting period ends at 3 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 4.
During the early voting period, voters may cast a ballot at any one-stop site in their 

county. Eligible individuals may register and vote at the same time.
When voting, early or on Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 7, voters will be asked to show 

photo ID. Most voters will simply show their NC driver’s license, but many other types 
of  photo ID will be accepted. 

Voters without an acceptable ID can get a free photo ID from their county board of  
elections. Voters can also get a “No Fee ID Card” from the NCDMV.

In-Person Early Voting begins 
Thurs., Oct. 19 and ends Sat. Nov. 4

Read Highlands Newspaper for free from everywhere ... 
on the street or on the web.

Go to www.highlandsinfo.com. 
Click on Local News. 

Delivered and uploaded every Thurs. AM

•correction• 
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HIGHLANDS - SHELBY PLACE 
MLS# 102862  |  $1,025,000
Conveniently situated just a few minutes away from Main Street in Highlands, this 
wonderful residence offers ample space for the entire family. Welcoming guests at the 
front is a charming water fountain. The living room features a floor-to-ceiling fireplace 
and the adjacent dining room has a second fireplace. The kitchen has been beautifully 
renovated, showcasing new cabinetry, top-notch Viking appliances, and 
elegant granite countertops; a unique tin ceiling adds character. On the terrace 
level you’ll find a compact kitchen, an office space, a bonus room, a spacious storage 
area, and a second primary suite, along with a private outside entrance.

THE MICHAUD/RAUERS GROUP
JUDY MICHAUD: (828) 371-0730  |  MITZI RAUERS: (404) 218-9123 
TOM GOLDACKER: (828) 200-9045  |  JOHN MUIR: (404) 245-7027 
BROOKS KITTRELL: (828) 230-4453

THE MICHAUD/RAUERS GROUP
JUDY MICHAUD: (828) 371-0730  |  MITZI RAUERS: (404) 218-9123 
TOM GOLDACKER: (828) 200-9045  |  JOHN MUIR: (404) 245-7027 
BROOKS KITTRELL: (828) 230-4453

HIGHLANDS COVE 
MLS# 102984  |  $3,895,000
NEW CONSTRUCTION! Nestled above 4,500’ in Highlands Cove between Highlands and 
Cashiers, you’ll find a breathtaking 240° panoramic view from this luxurious home. The 
kitchen and dining area boast an impressive 12’ ceiling height; the dining area 
features nine-foot tall “Euro-Wall” bi-fold doors that open to the 18’ x 26’ covered deck. 
Walls of casement windows provide abundant natural light and frame the 
picturesque views. Nine-inch wide plank European white oak oil-rubbed floors exude 
sophistication. Don’t miss the opportunity to own this exceptional property with its 
unparalleled views, meticulous craftsmanship, and luxurious features!

4
BR

4
BA

4
BR

4
BA

1
HBA

WWW.MEADOWSMOUNTAINREALTY.COM   |  (828) 526-1717  |  488 MAIN ST, HIGHLANDS  |  2334 CASHIERS RD, HIGHLANDS  |  196 BURNS ST, CASHIERS

©2023 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are 
registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity.

RENDERING

RENDERING

RENDERING
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highlandermountainhouse.com

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House 

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

WED.-FRI. 
Lunch and Dinner

SATURDAY
Brunch and Dinner

SUN.
Brunch and Supper

BRUNCH:10a to 3p
LUNCH: 11a to 3p

DINNER: 5-9p
BRUNCH:

Sat & Sun 10a - 3p

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

Asia HouseAsia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Open for 
Take-out only

Open noon-9p
Closed Wednesdays

� , lwoLFGANG'S l w RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRO 

Celebrating 29 years 

American Cuisine with a 
German Twist and Creole Flair 

474 Main Street I 828.526.3807 
wolfgangs.net 

TUES – SAT
DINNER STARTS

@ 5:30 PM

DINE IN AND CARRY OUT : LAKESSIDERESTAURANT.INFO

Open for our 29th season
Wed.-Sun. 

Bistro opens at 4 p.m. 
Dinner begins at 5:30

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

41 Years of Fine Dining

Open
Tues.-Sat.

5:30-9p

Homemade Ice CreamHomemade Ice Cream  
featuring all time Favorite Flavors 

P L U S :P L U S :

 Tequila • Fruity Pebbles • Corn • Bubble Gum 
Dragon Fruit & more! 

Cups

Cones

Milkshakes

Sundaes

Smoothies

173 Main Street 
in Wright Square

828-567-7443
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Highlands Oldest Family Grocery 
70 years of making hungry people smile! 

Wonderful Steaks cut-to- order 
Prepared ready to heat sides and dimers 

Fresh produce, specialty foods and wine, homemade deli 
salads, sandwiches and salads homemade pies, cakes, 

cookies and so much more! 
OPEN

Wed.-Fri.- 9a-5:30p 
Sat.: 9a-5p

493 Dillard Road  828-526-2762



Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar

Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open 
7 days a week

Lunch: 11a-3:30p 
Dinner: 

5:30p - until

 •Dining•

The Secret Garden is in The Village Square 
behind K-H Founders Park. 

Hot & cold sandwiches, a variety of salads, bakery items, and 
SECRET daily specials. Freshly made & ready for pick up. 
208 N. 5th St. • Village Square • (828) 305-7509

Modern Fast Food & 
Courtyard Market

Mon.-Fri. • 11:30a to 5p 
Sat.• noon to 8p
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•letters•
To our neighbors on the 

‘Knoll’
Dear Editor,

I have a four-letter word for the clergy whose Spiri-
tually Speaking column entitled “Is God guilty of  hate 
speech”’ that appeared on September 14 edition of  High-
lands Newspaper and for his congregation for whom he 
says he writes:

L-O-V-E 
If  what y’all up on that knoll are up to isn’t about 

Love, then it’s not about God is it? The way of  love is es-
sential for addressing the seemingly insurmountable chal-
lenges facing the world today: poverty, racism, selfishness, 
deep ideological divisions, competing claims to speak for 
God. 

What’s it like up on that knoll looking down on 

others: calling out our Chamber of  Commerce, our arts 
center, a play (based on a famous movie) and some folks’ 
sexual orientation?   

There are those who would attempt to rip apart the 
fabric of  our community and there are those who would 
weave the fabric of  love into our community. This “spiri-
tual” column on September 14 was a gratuitous ripping of  
the fabric of  our community.   

Let’s instead be weavers of  the fabric of  society as we 
share and exhibit God’s love.  Let’s go to that play together. 

Gary Moore
Highlands, NC 

Fix the ‘rinky dink’ sign
Dear Editor,

It was a year ago I contacted the Highlands Chamber 
of  Commerce and the Visitor’s Welcome Center about the 
sign hanging over the banister of  their building and sug-
gested that it be replaced.  I was told they were waiting for 
some resolution over an issue with the Town of  Highlands 
and didn’t want to spend the money on a more permanent 
one.

Now, here it is a year and full summer season later and 
it’s still that wimpy, almost un-readable sign hanging there.

For a town that’s just been named by Travel and Lei-
sure magazine as the Best Small Mountain Town in Ameri-
ca, that sign is an embarrassment!  It is truly “Rinky Dink.”

Could the leadership not have a sign designed and 
placed that would be worthy of  our new recognition?

Osborne Oakley
Highlands

The real end-game
Dear Editor,

I ran into a casual friend in Calder’s the other day who 
said to me. “What’s going on these days with Trump is 
mind-boggling.” Thinking we were on the same page, I 
agreed. He followed up by saying, “They stole the election 
from him, and this Mar-a-Largo records thing is so bogus.” 
I was stunned; I never thought he was on that side of  the 
aisle and had always thought of  my friend as an informed 
person. After telling him I was shocked by his position, I 
asked him if  he could cite just one fact – I repeated, just 
one fact - that the election was stolen and that this came 
from anywhere or anyone except Trump or those under 
inditement. He could not. I then asked if  he had read the 
indictment on the Mar-a-Largo records case. He had not. 
I told him I had read it, and the facts are indisputable: he 
took files, refused to give them back, tried to hide them, 
and tried to have others lie for him. The facts are irrefut-
able. If  he were anyone else, he would already be in jail. I 
then asked him, if  you cannot provide a single fact or have 
read a single word, how can you have an informed opinion 
either way? There was no response.

We both drank some coffee, sat quietly for a minute, 
and then I said, “Correct me, please if  I am wrong, but are 
the facts not true? Has Trump not been convicted twice 
of  business fraud - his University and the Trump Corpora-
tion? Did he not disclose highly classified information to 
Russia’s foreign minister about a planned Islamic State op-
eration? Has he not been convicted of  sexual misconduct? 
Did he not have a private dinner at his home with the white 

supremacist and Holocaust denier Nick Fuentes? Has he 
not disparaged US war dead as ‘losers’ and ‘suckers,’ and 
did he not tell General Millie not to have wounded veter-
ans at ceremonies because “people do want to see them?” 
Did he not sit in the White House dining room for over 
two hours and watch the Capital riot on TV, doing nothing 
to stop it? And I am not even mentioning he is currently 
under four indictments with over 90 felony counts. Hell, 
in 2015, Senator Lindsey Graham, his ally, called Trump a 
“race-baiting, xenophobic, religious bigot.” So, I asked, are 
all those facts correct? His response was a reluctant yes. 
So, I asked how is he fit to be President?

His response staggered me, “Well, it doesn’t matter. 
We (he emphasized the We) just want to make America 
great again.”

My response to him was gut-wrenching for me, “I 
understand now; white again.” It was then I realized the 
truth: It doesn’t matter to these followers, at least this fol-
lower, what Trump did or does, only that the end game is 
achieved - White America.

Trump is certainly not a model of  Presidential char-
acter, of  honor and integrity. To me, he is an entitled rich 
kid who never grew up, cares about only himself, is a rac-
ist, and a disgrace to the Office of  The President of  the 
United States. His disrespect of  fallen soldiers, especially 
Senator John McCain, and his treatment of  women, are 
inexcusable; and you have to have your head in the sand 
not to think he was responsible for the January 6 riots. I 
was a soldier, and I am a father of  two remarkable daugh-
ters. There is nothing about Trump that honors either, 
and that in itself  is enough for me to dismiss him. I used 
to struggle to understand how people can support this 
man. But now I understand; it’s just about the end game 
- White America. Trump is just a loud-mouth enabler for 
people who have been “hiding under a rock” waiting for 
the chance to be superior. His party is no longer a politi-
cal party based on principle; the party of  Reagan is all but 
dead, and what is left is a cult with just one objective – 
power. 

America is about to enter a very serious time; a for-
mer President of  the United States is set to go on trial 
– four of  them – and is poised to run for re-election. Is 
Trump the man for the job? Let’s discuss it. But if  you 
want to convince me that Trump is Presidential, you better 
come to me with more than an emotional ranting – you 
might try facts.

So, what is all this about, what do I want? I want peo-
ple to be honest, open their eyes to the truth, and choose 
a candidate who believes in the Constitution and supports 
Democracy over self.

Know the facts and the rest is just crap.
Thus ends the lesson.

Matt Eberz
Highlands

Dear Editor,
What if  the Creator God of  the Universe wrote 

down His ways saying His ways were not our ways, but 
He wanted us to know them, to hide them in our hearts 
so we would not sin against Him? What if  He conceived 
marriage as a union between one man and one woman, 

What If?

• See LETTERS page 21
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JOY RIDEOUT  |  (404) 569-9486  |  JOY@BHHSMMR.COM
WWW.MEADOWSMOUNTAINREALTY.COM  | (828) 526-1717 | 488 MAIN ST, HIGHLANDS

400 Cole Mountain Circle, Highlands  |  MLS# 102437
This beautiful three bedroom, two-and-a-half bath home was built in 
2018 with 2x6 construction, foam insulation, and an encapsulated crawl 
space and sits on 1.15 private acres in Highlands, NC. The spacious 
open floor plan features a large kitchen with breakfast bar and opens to 
the dining and living area. A lovely primary bedroom is on the main level 
with an en suite bath, plus two large bedrooms are on the upper level 
with a generous bathroom and walk-in closets. Make this your 
Highlands home today! $595,000.

FOR SALE  $595,000

purchase         tickets

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 12  |  6 - 8 PM

ABC Trio with Tom Herbort

Light Bites & Cash Bar

By Cynthia Strain
B.E.A.R. Taskforce

Social media has been alive with 
talk recently of  a Mama bear being killed 
recently in the Sapphire area.

According to NC Wildlife biologist 
Justin McVey it’s true - in July a female with 
cubs was shot under the depredation rule.

What is a depredation permit NC?
According to state statute, section 10B 

. 0106 - Depredation permits shall authorize 
the taking, destruction, transfer, removal, 

transplanting, or driving away of  undesirable, 
destructive, or excess wildlife or wildlife 
resources as specified in this Rule.

“In July a female with cubs was trapped 
and euthanized because she had repeatedly 
breaking into home,” said McVey. “Cubs 
that time of  year have been weaned but are 
still staying with mom.”

According to McVey, in this case, the 
cubs were big enough to be on their own and 
were not taken to the state’s rehabilitation 
facilities. 

Bold female bear was euthanized in July

John Thompson got this shot Saturday, Sept. 16 at 1:20 p.m. Though very much alive this 
bear’s presence on a busy Saturday afternoon shows how secure bears feel in Highlands.
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UNR I VA L ED

276 Welm Way
Franklin, NC 28734 | $1,524,900 | MLS #102932 

Pamela Williams | 803-528-5039

Lot 27 Deerwood Court
Sapphire, NC 28774 | $250,000 | MLS #102926 
Kelly Ramsay & Dan Doughty | 828-556-1252

HIGHLANDS-DOWNTOWN OFFICE  |  828.526.8784

WILDCAT CLIFFS/CASHIERS OFFICE  |  828.526.4525

SAPPHIRE OFFICE  |  828.507.3165

#1 in the Carolinas#1 in the Carolinas
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Celebrating Highlands’ Heritage

Featuring traditional music,

dancing & MORE!

Performances by the Renowned 

Baily Mountain Cloggers, 

Highlands Bagpipers 

& Fox Fire Boys

Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park
Saturday, October 14

3:30 - 7:30 p.m.

Join us!

Highlands Chamber of Commerce/Visit Highlands, NC visithighlandsnc.com

The Highlands Historical Society will 
once again sponsor the Descendants Re-
ception at Highlands United Methodist 
Church on Saturday, Oct. 14, from 1 to 3 
pm. Light refreshments of  coffee, iced tea, 
water and lemonade, cake and cookies will 
be served.

We are encouraging all generational 
families to come, visit and bring favorite 
stories from their family histories. We will 
welcome a heritage families of  Highlands 
and the HHS has come up with the follow-
ing list of  names:

Cabe, Cobb, Wilson, Cleveland, Potts, 
Holt, McKinney, Halls, Calloway, Baty, 
Hutchinson, Bryson, Zachary, Norton, 
Wright, Keener, Webb, Kelsey, Talley, 
Speed, Reese, Queen, Zoellner, Houston, 
Ravenel, Lowe, Anderson, McCall, Mon-

Highlands Historical Society to again host 
‘Descendants Reception’ at HUMC

roe, Edwards, Picklesimer, Harbison. We 
welcome any others we might have missed.

Mr. John Singleton, Direction of  Ed-
ucation and Community Engagement of  
FoxFire will present a short talk on pre-
serving family stories. The general public 
is invited from 2-3 pm when we hope we 
will have many stories to retell.

Last year we started a notebook of  
family names and stories and we hope to 
add many more this year. Many will be able 
to trace several different family names in 
their backgrounds. 

We will honor families with the most 
representatives, oldest and youngest family 
members. And each attendee will receive a 
certificate of  being at our second Heritage 
Day gathering. 

OUTDOOR CONCERT SERIES 
The Outdoor Concert Series will con-

clude with the following performances:   
Friday Night Live – Town Square, 

343 Main Street, 6 – 8:30 p.m.    
• Oct. 6 – Silly Ridge 
• Oct. 13 – The Foxfire Boys 

Saturdays on Pine – K-H Founders 
Park, Pine Street, 6 – 8:30 p.m. 
• Oct. 7 – Outlaw Whiskey   
• Oct. 14 – The Foxfire Boys (5 - 7:30 

p.m. as part of  Highlands Heritage Jambo-
ree) 
Pop-Up Pipers – Saturday, October 7 

Since May, the Highlands Bagpipers 
have performed at a variety of  downtown 
locations the first Saturday afternoon of  
each month. Their series finale perfor-
mance will be held between Highlander 
Mountain House and the Highlands Wine 
Shoppe from 4:30 - 5 p.m. on Saturday, Oc-
tober 7. 

Highlands Heritage Jamboree – 
Saturday, October 14 

For the second year, the Highlands 
Heritage Jamboree will celebrate and hon-
or the town’s history with traditional music, 
dancing and more on Saturday, October 14. 
Residents and visitors will enjoy bluegrass, 
clogging and bagpipe performances.  

Performances at K-H Founders Park 
will include:   

• Highlands Bagpipers, 3:30 – 4 p.m.   
• Bailey Mountain Cloggers, a champi-

onship dance team from Mars Hill Univer-
sity, 4 - 5 p.m.   

• The Foxfire Boys, 5 - 7:30 p.m.    
Halloween on Main – 
Tuesday, October 31   

Info about Chamber October events
Creating a safe, fun experience for 

ghosts and goblins of  all ages, Highlands’ 
Main Street (from Second to Fifth Streets) 
will be open to pedestrians for Halloween 
on Main from 6 - 8 p.m. on Tuesday, Oc-
tober 31. Participating merchants will dis-
tribute candy, some of  which is purchased 
by the Highlands Chamber of  Commerce/
Visit Highlands, NC and delivered to them 
by the Interact Club.  

Musical performances include the 
Foxfire Boys in front of  Reeves Hardware, 
High Five in front of  Berkshire Hathaway 
and DJ Mike Murphy next to Kilwins. 

The Kid’s Zone will be on Fourth 
Street with an inflatable slide and an ob-
stacle course, provided by the Highlands 
School PTO and a kid friendly Haunted 
House manned by the Highlands Police 
Department. Popcorn will be provided by 
the Highlands School Booster Club, hot 
chocolate and apple cider will be distrib-
uted by Big Brothers Big Sisters of  the Pla-
teau and volunteers from both rotary or-
ganizations, Mountain Top and Highlands, 
will grill and give away hot dogs. Addition-
al food and drink will be supplied by the 
Highlands Chamber of  Commerce/Visit 
Highlands, NC, and all civic/nonprofit 
organizations will collect donations to be 
used in the community for their respective 
causes as they manage distribution of  the 
items.   

All events are free and open to the 
public. Dogs are welcome but should be 
leashed.   

For more information on October 
events, visit highlandschamber.org or call 
the Welcome Center at 828-526-2112. 
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Selling a home is never easy 

— especially in unexpected 

circumstances. The Silver 

Creek Real Estate Group team not only 

sold our house within a week, they made 

the entire process — from listing to 

closing — totally smooth, easy 

and, most importantly, stress-

free. We couldn’t be more 

appreciative, grateful and 

satisfied. End to end, it 

was a superb, painless 

experience. Truly above 

and beyond the call of duty!

— L.K. & N.K.
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I’m baaaaaack again!
With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!

Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a fresh Gyro! 

Salads • Pitas • Burgers • Philly Cheese Steak • Shrimp Pita • Susan’s Rueben • Italian Sausage • Chicken Wings 
Appalachian Fries • Onion Rings • Fried Shrimp • Fish n’ Chips • Chicken Fingers and more!

Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! • 828-482-1513 • 462 Dillard Road (across from Dusty’s)
Highlands

Lunch
Tues. - Sat.

11a to 3p
828-482-1513

828-526-5029 
2060 Dillard Rd, Highlands

2 miles south of Main, Highlands

Nancy’s & The Exchange
Fancys for Men

The Highlands Cashiers 
Health Foundation (Health Foun-
dation) announced today they are 
seeking indications of  interest 
and statements of  qualifications 
from experienced housing devel-
opers interested in participating 
in a development on the Health 
Foundation-owned property (the 
Oakmont Property) in Cashiers, 
North Carolina. They desire to 
work with a developer who views 
the site as an opportunity for a 
mixed-use (residential, retail, rec-
reation, green space) mixed-tenure 
(ownership and rental) project, 

•Business/organization news•

Highlands Cashiers Health Foundation announces 
Request for Qualifications for Oakmont property

with an emphasis on workforce 
housing.

Over the past year, the Health 
Foundation has worked with a 
consultant funded through a grant 
from Dogwood Health Trust to 
develop a unique concept for 
the eight-acre parcel bordered by 
Highway 107 North and Highway 
64 West. 

The Health Foundation 
hopes to create a project at the 
Oakmont Property that aligns 
with the needs, character, and val-
ues of  the Cashiers community 
and advances its mission to im-

prove health and well-being for 
all people.

The Highlands Cashiers 
Health Foundation’s vision for 
the Oakmont Property is to be a 
transformative, community-fo-
cused project that will build on 
the strengths, unique attributes, 
and opportunities of  the devel-
opment site and the Cashiers 
Crossroads area.  

For more information on 
the Oakmont Property Project, 
please visit www.HCHealthFnd.
org

The eight-acre parcel - The Oakmont Property - is south of the Cashiers Crossroads and bordered by the Ca-
shiers Road and NC 107 North.



Highlands Newspaper -Thurs., Sept. 28, 2023 - 828-200-1371 - Page 13

The Rotary Club of Highlands hosedt as our guest speaker Carmen Waite, 
CEO of The Boys and Girls Club of the Plateau. Its mission is “To enable all 
young people, especially those who need us most, to reach their full poten-
tial as productive, caring, responsible citizens.” The Boys and Girls Club aims 
to accomplish this by giving young people, through several different ways, a 
place to go to study and learn, and get knowledge of life skills in a safe and 
structured environment. The kids involved have someplace to go after school 
rather than to a home where parents are at work, and the children would 
be spending unsupervised time. The Boys and Girls Club leadership is hop-
ing to open a location in the Jane Woodruff Building on the campus of the 
Highlands Cashiers Hospital in January that can serve 60 to 80 children of 
the Highlands community. If anyone wants more information about Boys and 
Girls Club their website is www.bgcplateau.org.

•Biz/org news•

Rotary President Dave O’Harra and Carmen Waite.

PLA 
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by Lauren G 
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326 Main St. 
828-482-4375

Check out our new store in Cashiers! Order online at www.
Lulu & You - 142 HWY 107 facebook.com/LuluB/euNC 
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highlandsaerialpark.com 
Experience the best views in the state while enjo�ng 

some of the best ziplining in the country. We also 
offer challenge courses, Giant Mountain Swin g, scenic 
glided UTV tour s and more on our 96 acre p-operty. 

828-759-5146

JACKSON HOLE GEM MINE 
jacksonholcgcmminc.com 

A family-owned gem mine good for all ages. 
Our s tore offers thousands of dazzing gem s & 
minerals and a covered flume to search for your 

treasures rain or snne! 
828-524-5850

mtntours.com 
Come on an adventure in Highlands & cashiers NC!!! 

Our sightseeing, open-air vehicle and hiking tours are 
great fun for all ages. Visit spectacular waterfalls and 
mountain vistas. Featured in the Wall Street Journal. 

864-373-4022

skyvalleycountryclub.com 

A championship course layout with 
beaut iful views & challenging holes 

for a great day of golf. 

highlandsoutpost.com 
A family fun destination. Ride the Scaly 

Mountain Screamer, extreme tubing slide, 
gem mine, trout fishing & more! 

828-526-3737

fall Cruises 
ff,�1 !'f �t k

enic Boat Tours 
WorldClassWaterfalls.com 

Take a scenic waterfall cruise on 
Lake Glenville aboard our luxury 
pontoon yacht with an officially 

licensed Master Sea Captain! 

di1lardhousestables.com 
Guided Horseback Riding 

in Dillard Georgia 
Experienced guides take }OU, }{)Ur family, 

ror group along scenic tails, offering you 
breathtaking views, lush forests and the 

most amazing opportunity to splash down 
a cool mountain stream aboard your very 

own well trained equine partner. 

Town Board deliberations began an 
hour earlier Thurs., Sept. 21 with a one-
hour workshop prior to the 7 p.m. Town 
Board meeting.

This format will be tried for one year 
because the committee meetings which 
were broken into specific subjects – Rec 
Park, Safety, Financial, etc. and attended 
by three designated commissioners - were 
dissolved at the recommendation of  Town 
Attorney Bob Hagemann. 

Hagemann suggested committee 
meeting discussions should be held more 
regularly and be easier to attend by citizens 
as well as the commissioners not assigned 

to the committees.
Subjects discussed at the workshop 

meetings will not be voted on nor will they 
be discussed at that day’s Town Board meet-
ing.

Instead, they will be put on the agenda 
for the next monthly Town Board meeting.

Not all the commissioners like the 
workshop idea. The vote to try the format 
for one year at Thursday’s meeting was 
2-2 with Mayor Pat Taylor breaking the tie. 
Commissioner Amy Patterson was absent, 
and Commissioners John Dotson and Eric 
Pierson voted against dissolving the com-
mittees in lieu of  workshops. The mayor 

said he likes the format.
A digital sign request from Highlands 

School, town installed streetlights on private 
streets and the resurfacing of  Arnold Road 
were issues discussed at the first workshop. 
They will likely be on the October Town 
Board agenda.

Chamber of  Commerce Lease
A year-lease was approved for the 

Chamber of  Commerce until the chamber 
and the town learn definitively if  room tax 
money can be used to pay rent which the 
town will then use to maintain the bath-
rooms in Town Square. The lease is the same 
as it’s always been; the chamber will pay $1 

a year.
Hwy 106 Sidewalk Discussion

An anonymous donation for a sidewalk 
extension down NC 106 got the ball rolling 
last year for the project.

Since then, property owners from 
where the current sidewalk ends at the High-
lands Plaza entrance down to Highlands 
Country Club have said they are for the proj-
ect. The only snag is engineering issues due 
to where the sidewalk leaves the right-of-way 
along the Shelby Place property. 

The embankment along that part of  
the road falls straight off  which means the 
“sidewalk” would have to descend down 
onto Shelby Place property, cross over the 
creek and then travel back up to the roadway. 

Shelby Place property owners were 
OK with the plan as long as the “sidewalk” 
wasn’t visible, wasn’t lighted and any foliage 
displaced during construction was replaced.

In addition to the donation for the 
project, the town wants to tap The Carbon 
Reduction Act Grant but to be eligible the 
“sidewalk” must be ADA compliant.

Town Engineer Lamar Nix, Town Man-
ager Josh Ward and engineer Alec Stillwell 
recently met with Mitchell Bishop, NCDOT 
Division Construction Engineer and Aaron 
Powell, NCDOT Area Construction Engi-
neer to review the sidewalk proposal and 
conduct a site visit along Hwy 106.  

After the review, both NCDOT repre-
sentatives explained the requirements for the 
section of  sidewalk along the Shelby Place 
property that leaves the right-of-way. Ac-
cording to NCDOT specifications, when a 
sidewalk leaves the right-of-way it is treated 
as a ramp, which would require a number of  
landings as it switches back and forth down 
the incline. In addition, an environmental 
impact study would be required due to the 
close proximity to the stream, which the 
town anticipated.  

Concerns arose about maintenance 
and liability in the wooded area, the lack of  
lighting in the wooded area, the fact that the 
town’s water line runs down the left-hand 
side of  the road, the fact that the sidewalk 
would have to be constructed over the water 
line, and that several utility poles would have 
to be moved.

Consequently, the recommendation 
was to construct the sidewalk down the 
right-side of  the road which has fewer is-
sues.

Commissioner Dotson has long said he 
would only consider the project if  the side-
walk went down the left-side as that is the 
side most people are walking coming into 
town and because there are properties which 
could still be developed along that side of  
the corridor versus the right side which is 

September Town Board decides a myriad of subjects

• See TOWN BOARD page 19
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Each Friday and Saturday night from May through Each Friday and Saturday night from May through 
October, the Highlands Chamber of Commerce/October, the Highlands Chamber of Commerce/
Visit Highlands, NC hosts live music downtown.Visit Highlands, NC hosts live music downtown.

Join us for our September concerts!
All shows take place from 6 – 8:30 p.m.All shows take place from 6 – 8:30 p.m.

2023  Outdoor Concert Series

visithighlandsnc.com

Friday Night Live 
Town Square | 343 Main St.

Saturdays on Pine 
Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park

Pine  St.

Showcasing traditional mountain 
music and local talent

Featuring a variety of popular, 
regional bands and musicians 

SEPTEMBER 1
Byrds & Crows

SEPTEMBER 8
 The Well Drinkers

SEPTEMBER 15
Curtis Blackwell Band

SEPTEMBER 22
Crisp Brown Aulisio

SEPTEMBER 29
Johnny Web Band

SEPTEMBER 2
Continental Divide

SEPTEMBER 9
Steel Toe Stiletto

SEPTEMBER 16
 McIntosh & the LionHearts

SEPTEMBER 23
The Holiday Band

SEPTEMBER 30
Clay Page
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Atlanta • Highlands • Cashiers

Specializing in Kitchen Design & Cabinets
Certified Kitchen Designer on staff

melinda@melindabarber.com
www.melindabarber.com

ASID Interior Designers 
Offering Full Designer Services

Cabinets • Kitchen • Bath • Furnishings 

In-home Consultation 
828-226-2083

Your One-Stop 
Garden Shop

Celebrating 29 
Years!

2460 Cashiers Road • Highlands • 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com 

FALL SALE
All perennials, 
trees & shurbs 

20% OFF! 

50% OFF
SELECT
Pottery

Open
Mon.-Sat. 8a to 5p

Fall Home Improvement
Budget-friendly outdoor projects for any DIYer
(StatePoint) Want to transform your outdoor space 

while saving money? There are plenty of  hands-on projects 
you can do yourself  to eliminate expensive labor costs. The 
following ideas can be tailored to your budget and personal 
preferences:

Install a Party Pad
Make your backyard more fun and functional with a 

low-maintenance patio for entertaining and relaxing. Based 

on your budget and experience level, there are a variety of  
styles and materials to choose from, such as brick, concrete 
and stone. You’ll also need gravel to create a sturdy founda-
tion.

If  you’re building on an existing lawn, clear out the 
grass and dirt first and dig an area deep enough, so the new 
surface will be even with the ground. Once you’ve prepped 
the ground and poured the gravel, use sand to hold the 
blocks in place and fill any gaps between the blocks once 
the layout is complete. Search online for step-by-step instal-
lation instructions and use a project calculator to determine 
the cost.

Increase Seating Capacity
A built-in seating wall near a fire pit, pool or patio of-

fers more places to lounge and adds depth to the space. 
There are plenty of  DIY-friendly materials to build with, 
including interlocking concrete blocks, which won’t need to 
be recut and are heavy enough to stay in place without ce-
ment, or larger, flat stones that look more natural and can 
be laid in various ways.

If  you use concrete blocks, add capstones as top piece 
to give the design a finished look. Watch tutorials online 
before starting the project for inspiration and to ensure you 
complete all the necessary steps.

Repair Over Replace
Fix up something old to make it new. If  you have an 

above-ground pool or spa with a slow leak, easily repair it 
with the highly-rated T-Rex Waterproof  Tape. The tape has 
a waterproof  backing enhanced with R-Flex Technology 
for greater durability. It’s also UV-resistant, can stretch up 
to 700% of  its original length and is strong enough to be 
used underwater.

Locate the leak and then measure and cut a piece of  
tape with scissors (this tape is too tough to tear by hand). 
Remove the liner from the back and apply it to the crack to 
form a leak-proof  seal. Press down firmly and smooth any 
creases by hand.

Hide Outdoor Eyesores
A privacy screen is an easy project for beginner DIYers 

and will hide unsightly air conditioning units, garbage bins 
and utility boxes. You’ll need weather-resistant wood slats, 
like cedar wood, fence posts, a drill, screws and paint or 
stain.

Use your “eyesore” to determine how tall to make the 
screen. Then, anchor fence posts into the ground and drill 
your first slat about an inch above the ground. Continue 
adding boards all the way up. For air conditioning units, 
leave space between each slat to ensure proper air circula-
tion. Add a finish—dark for a modern style or clear for a 
natural look—and enjoy.

Give it a Glow
Use lighting to give your backyard a bistro-like atmo-

sphere. Rather than using a drill to hang solar or string 
lights, use transparent, double-sided T-Rex Clear Mounting 
Tape to permanently and discreetly decorate.

Whether placing the lights across wooden beams or on 
brick or vinyl fencing, make sure the surface is clean and dry 
before applying the tape. Stick one side to the surface and 
the other to mount the lights. The adhesive will build over 
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ARBORCOAT® Exterior Stain in Solid brings beautiful Benjamin Moore® color 
to outdoor wood surfaces while letting a hint of the natural wood grain to still 
show through. The waterborne stain offers maximum protection against the 

elements while creating a striking aesthetic. 

ADVICE FROM THE EXPERTS. 
ARBORCOAT solid is available in 3,500-plus Benjamin Moore" 

colors. But if you're not sure where to begin, consider one of these 
popular hues, curated by the color experts at Benjamin Moore. 

Maritime White 
OC-5 

Boston Brick 
2092-30 

Briarwood 
HC-175 

Mahogany 
ES-63 

Cliffside Gray 
HC-180 

Normandy 
2129-40 

Call us to learn more. 

HDC 
HIGHLANDS 

DECORATING 
CENTER 

Highlands Decorating Center 
330 Dillard Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828-526-3571 
www.HighlandsDecorating.com 

Colo,tcQJ1.,.;y 1$tfl-.cl�when llnt�lnautltty �MooreN!nts.<:olor �tlon$ rn,aydiff .. sllght� lrom-,c;luti �­
�BetilM11\MOCff& CO.�. Betljlmin MOOl't.C.-�.and 1,-.1�i. -M0Syfl'ltlOl-� t,� licenst<l«>8ttl,iaffiil"l �& C0.8/20 

Fall Home Improvement Fall Home Improvement
(StatePoint) The of-

ficial Atlantic hurricane 
season runs from June 1 
through November 30, 
and the National Weather 
Service is predicting be-
tween 12 to 17 total named 
storms. The best advice for 
homeowners who want to 
be better prepared? Proac-
tively think about what can 
be done ahead of  time -- as 
well as after the fact -- so 
that you and your family 
are able to withstand se-
vere weather and quickly 
recover from it.

“Every day, our team 
speaks with homeown-
ers needing guidance on 
their insurance and ways to 
help keep their family and 
property safe. Custom-
ers typically ask our loss 
consultation team about 
water damage, deductibles 
and what might be cov-
ered under their insurance 
policies,” said Jim Wuch-
erpfennig, vice president 
of  Property Claim at Trav-
elers, a property casualty 

insurer that assists home-
owners in planning for and 
recovering from hurricanes. 
“Knowing policy terms and 
conditions can help allevi-
ate some of  a homeowner’s 
anxiety that accompanies a 
storm.”

Wucherpfennig sug-
gests taking the following 
steps to be ready for severe 
weather:

Before a storm:
• Review your policy: 

Know your insurance cover-
age limits and check to see 
that your coverage amounts 
will allow you to repair or re-
build your property based on 
current costs.

• Keep good records: 
Store your policies and in-
surance contact information 
in a safe place should your 
property be damaged and 
you want to make a claim.

• Create an inventory of  
personal belongings: Cap-
ture video or write a list of  
items and store it with any 
important photos in a fire-
proof  safe or safe deposit 

box. Consider purchasing 
extra coverage for comput-
ers, jewelry, art and other 
expensive items that could 
be damaged or destroyed in 
a storm.

• Consider purchas-
ing flood insurance: This 
is a separate policy and can 
cover water damage due to 
flooding resulting from trop-
ical storms and hurricanes.

After a storm:
• Make temporary re-

pairs: Consider hiring a ven-
dor to board up windows, 
tarp the roof, clean up haz-
ardous spills and debris or 
take other steps to reduce 
the possibility of  additional 
property damage.

• Separate and inven-
tory damaged personal 
property: Create a list of  any 
damaged contents and in-
clude a description of  each 
item with details such as 
the name of  the brand and 
manufacturer; age, place and 
date of  purchase, and other 
pertinent facts. Be sure to 
include photographs, video, 

or personal property inven-
tories you may already have 
available.

• Maintain accurate re-
cords: Keep detailed notes 
of  your expenses and save 
bills and receipts from your 
temporary repairs.

For more information 
on how to get your home 
and your finances ready for 
severe weather, visit Travel-
ers.com.

While no one likes to 
think about worst-case sce-
narios, being prepared be-

fore a storm, and having a 
plan for its aftermath, can 

help your family get back 
on its feet faster.

What homeowners need to know before and after a hurricane

By Pip Rich and Aditi 
Sharma Maheshwari

Understanding the 
kitchen trends that are in 
play right now can help 
you stay ahead of  the curve 
with your kitchen remodel, 
especially if  you’re plan-
ning a remodel or building 
your home from scratch. 
After all, navigating the 
world of  kitchens can be 
confusing with so many 
designs, styles, and options 
out there. It can be hard to 
determine which ones are 
truly on-trend.

In general, it’s more 
about a mood than any 
particular finish. ‘Kitch-

Kitchen trends – styles, colors,  
materials interior designers are  

looking at for 2024
ens will feel like another 
extension of  the home; like 
a room, an additional liv-
ing space within the house 
rather than a utilitarian place 
to prepare food in,’  says in-
terior designer Joy Moyler. 
‘This will see more refined 
materials, art, and antiques, 
move into the space as it be-
comes less focused on pure 
function.’

These designer-ap-
proved trends will give an in-
sight into the new direction 
for modern kitchen design. 
Take a look.

Unique Color Schemes
When it comes to kitch-

en color schemes, the latest 

trend is to go bold. If  your 
kitchen is part of  an open 
plan space or is visually con-
nected to the dining room 
or living room, consider a 
color block to give not only 
this space but even the rest 
of  the home a big boost in 
personality. 

Wood Flooring
When it comes to kitch-

en floors, interior designers 
are finding more and more 
that their clients want wood, 
where these spaces have 
been traditionally tiled for 
practical reasons. 

Timeless and light, 
a great oak floor makes a 

• See FALL HOME IMP page 18
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Make power outages a thing 
of the past with a home 
standby generator.

Trusted Protection During Unpredictable Weather
The frequency in severe weather has led to an increase in power outages. More than ever, 
you need to be prepared. Think about it, without power, you will have no lights, heating or 
cooling, or refrigeration. You can’t even charge your cell phone. But when you have a  
Generac home standby generator, you will have power when you need it the most. 

Call or go online today for more information

7441 Dillard Rd., Scaly Mountain, North Carolina 28775-9323 

Allan Dearth and Sons 
Sales 
Service 
Website 

(828) 526-9325
(828) 526-9325

https://adsemergencypower.com/ 

Loretta Peake Newton still believes 
that personal care and attention to 
your property is what you want.

828-421-4744
MountainHomeMinders@gmail.com 

MountainHomeMinders.com

Peace of Mind in the Mountains
HomeWatch and Home Management Services 

for Seasonal/Absentee Homeowners.
Proudly serving the communities of Franklin,  

Highlands, and Cashiers.

Storefront • Plate Glass • Mirrors
Custom Shower Doors • Insulated Glass 
Custom Mirrors • Tabletops • Sun Rooms 

Replacement of Fogged Glass 
Insulated Units

(828) 349-0088
www.glassshoppe.com

David Lewis, owner
3145 Old Murphy Road

Franklin, NC

Fall Home Improvement
room feel open and airy. In 
particular, it doesn’t have 
the reddish tones that cher-
ry or mahogany do which 
can be a real challenge to 
complement when it comes 
to paint color or upholstery 
choices.’

Color in Pantries 
When it comes to 

kitchen pantry color ideas, 
there is a shift towards us-
ing darker tones, to fill this 

space with personality, while 
also cleverly hiding any 
stains or dents. The pantry 
is a generally hardworking 
space that witnesses a lot of  
use and abuse. Large boxes, 
heavy bags and more can 
cause this space to look a 
little dishevelled. But darker 
paint tones can hide these 
issues easily while giving the 
room a fresh look, always.

Rounded Islands

Why does a big or 
small kitchen island have 
to have a sharp corner? 
Answer: of  course it 
doesn’t. And designers 
are realising that actually 
rounded edges are more 
convivial, and conducive 
to friends and family sit-
ting around their kitchen 
together. Plus, it creates 
extra circulation area in 
the room.

‘Curves are so much 
more inviting than hard 
edges,’ says the interior 
designer Bryan O’Sullivan. 
‘They soften a space.’ 

Oversized Handles
Are you wonder-

ing what type of  kitchen 
handles are best? Lately, a 
whole new world of  han-
dles has opened up, adding 
a touch of  drama to this 
usually pared back space.  
Oversized, eye-catching 
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Hours: 
Monday-Friday 

8a to 5p
(Across from the Post Office)

135 Franklin Road
828-526-3956

Fall is in the air!

FOi' 38 years, Shiraz has offered wholesale prices to the public on their entire inventOl'y of genuinely hand woven oriental rugs.1housands of antique and contemporary pieces from around the world. HAND CLEANING• RESTORATION• APPRAISALS 

September 25% off 
cleaning 

& repairs!SPECIAL!

Specializing in 
Custom Garage Doors & Automatic Openers 

Owner: Steve Raby • 7290 Highlands Rd • Franklin

Installation • Service • Repair
828-369-5014

Commercial Residential

Fall Home Improvement

• See TOWN BOARD page 30

designs are so easy and de-
lightful to hold. 

‘A unique mix of  ma-
terials and textures for 
kitchen cabinet knobs are 
having their moment in-
cluding leather, Lucite, 
acrylic, wood and stone,’ 
says Nadia Watts, founder 
of  Nadia Watts Interior 
Design. ‘Integrated pulls 
are sleek and functional 
and handleless cabinets 
are all the rage. Sleek, clean 
lines still rule with knobs 
and handles going incog-
nito allowing simplicity to 
shine and the cabinetry to 
take center stage. On the 
flip side of  the modern 
streamlined approach, vin-
tage and antique styles are 
in, with distressed finishes 
and unique one of  a kind 
vintage inspired designs.’

‘I think we are seeing a 
huge appreciation for hard-
ware at the moment,’ says 
Samantha Struck, founder 
of  StruckSured Interiors. 
‘I think with the market 
shifts and people being a 
bit more budget conscious, 
we are seeing people save 
on the cabinets themselves 
but splurging on the hard-
ware to elevate the end re-
sult. As a rule of  thumb, if  
you have to choose where 
to spend versus save, put 
the money into the items 
you physically touch and 
interact with (in this case, 
the hardware over the cabi-
nets).’

Colorful Taps 
If  you’re wondering 

how to choose a kitchen 
faucet, it’s time to go bold. 
It’s natural to turn to mut-
ed color palettes, but that 
wouldn’t be a Livingetc-
approved trend without a 
little twist. It’s the pop of  
a jewel-bright tone or a 
bright color on the faucet 
that gives a little jolt of  en-
ergy a room like this really 

needs. 
‘Clients request a lot of  

brass and graphite/pewter 
faucets in their kitchens,’ 
says Samantha. ‘I don’t think 
these colors will ever go out 
of  style so definitely a safe 
choice in the long run. ‘

Aged Brass
When it comes to 

kitchen faucets trends, brass 
remains to be popular, but 
we’re seeing unlacquered 
styles, allowed to naturally 
patina, come to the fore-
front. 

‘We still do a lot of  
aged brass in our projects,’ 
says Samantha. ‘From a 
lifecycle standpoint, I think 
people are still very interest-
ed in timelessness and want 
selections they know will 
last beyond one trend cycle.’

‘Many designers sug-
gest a living unlacquered 
brass finish,’ says Bethany 
Adams, founder of  Bethany 
Adams Interiors. ‘It takes 
several months to go from 
shiny, polished brass, to 
that gorgeous aged look we 
all love, but it is worth the 
wait! Bonus – if  polished 
brass becomes all the rage, 
you need only break out the 
Blue Magic (metal polishing 
cream) to stay on trend.’

Porcelain Countertops
While marble, gran-

ite and quartzite have long 
been the most common ma-
terials for kitchen counters, 
new innovations have seen 
porcelain step into the arena 
of  best kitchen countertop 
material. It makes sense – as 
substance, it’s hardwearing, 
durable and – just as impor-
tantly – quite beautiful to 
look at. 

‘Porcelain countertops 
offer a multitude of  ben-
efits that make them an ideal 
choice for kitchens,’ says 
Aparna Kaushik, founder & 
architect at Aparna Kaushik 
Design Group. ‘Their ex-

ceptional durability ensures 
they can withstand the rigors 
of  daily kitchen activities, 
resisting chipping, scratch-
ing, and cracking. The non-
porous nature of  porcelain 
makes these countertops 
highly resistant to stains, 
spills, and the growth of  
bacteria, ensuring a hygienic 
and easy-to-clean surface 
for food preparation. Addi-
tionally, their heat resistance 
allows for direct placement 
of  hot pots and pans with-
out damage. Furthermore, 
their fade resistance ensures 
that they maintain their ap-
pearance over time, even 
with exposure to sunlight.’

Cabinets to the ceiling
While this is also an-

other example of  the curved 
island, what’s particularly 
notable about this white 
kitchen is the way the cabi-
nets run all the way up to the 
top of  the ceiling.

‘Unless you have a spe-
cific styling intention for the 
space between the tops of  
your cabinets and the ceil-
ing, I think it’s always worth 
running units up to the top,’ 
says Gabrielle Aker, owner 
and principal at Aker Inte-
riors. ‘When cabinets stop 
shy of  the ceiling, the space 
above them either becomes 
a dust collector or causes 
visual chaos with a hodge-
podge of  rarely used kitchen 
items.’

What is the biggerst 
kitchen trend for 2024?2024 
is going to be all about bold 
tones, tactile surfaces, and 
statement lighting. Kitch-
ens will open up to more 
nature-inspired palettes of  
green, light blue, and grey. 
The trend of  indoor herb 
gardens is on the rise and 
homeowners will be open to 
vertical planters, as well as 
natural materials for bench-
tops, backsplashes, and 
flooring.  

built out.
A boardwalk sce-

nario was suggested which 
wouldn’t require a descent 
but merely a pass over the 
area.

Since it might be vis-
ible from the Shelby Place 
property side, the board 
agreed to go back to Shelby 
Place homeowners to see if  
they would be agreeable if  
the “boardwalk” along their 
property could be hidden 
with foliage.

The grant is available 
through 2026 and very few 
entities have applied for any 
of  those monies.

Sanctuary on 1st 
The Sanctuary on 1st 

Phase 1 & 2 final plat was 
approved with a 3-1 vote. 
Commissioner Dotson vot-
ed no because the sidewalk 

that ends half-way down 
Oak Street isn’t required to 
be extended.

When construction be-
gan on Sanctuary on 1st, the 
town’s Master Sidewalk Plan 
didn’t include Oak Street. 
By the time the project was 
expanded to phase 2 the 
Master Sidewalk Plan was 

amended to include Oak 
Street. Consequently, the 
developer was required to 
construct a sidewalk along 
the new part of  the subdi-
vision that ran along Oak 
Street.

Subdivisions within 
the confines of  the Mas-

...TOWN BOARD continued from page 14
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At Highlands Mercantile

I 

I 

GGllooww  TTiimmee""  EEtteernrnaallss 
�EW! Blush & Bronzer Sticks 

Come in to discover 
jone iredole's 

new line of creamy, 
noturotly radiant, 

non-shimmer sticks. 

DERMATOLOGIST & ALLERGY TESTED. 
#THESKINCAREMAICEUP 

JANEIREOALE.COM 

Wed., Oct.  4
11 AM - 3 PM
Call for FREE 30 minute 
consult appointment!

322 Main St. 
 828-482-0818

Sen. Corbin and Rep. Gillespie secure major 
investments in MC & JC with passage of State budget
By Brittney Lofthouse

Senator Kevin Corbin and 
Representative Karl Gillespie 
joined forces during the state’s 
budget planning process to se-
cure significant investments for 
the region as part of  the state’s 
$30 billion budget. This budget, 
which garnered bipartisan sup-
port after extensive negotiations, 
marks a major step forward for 
the WNC in terms of  funding 
opportunities and will have an 
incredible impact on the entire 
state as the passing of  the budget 
solidified Medicaid Expansion 
for North Carolina, which will 
expand access to health insurance 
to 600,000 citizens.

After months of  careful de-
liberations, the North Carolina 
General Assembly successfully 
passed the state budget on Friday, 
September 22, 2023, with support 
from both sides of  the aisle. The 
budget encompasses a wide ar-
ray of  improvements, including 
pay raises for state employees and 
teachers, substantial infrastruc-
ture funding, and several other 
vital allocations.

“This budget represents the 
culmination of  several months of  
negotiations between the House 
and the Senate and builds upon 
the historic investments passed 
in the previous budget,” stated 
Representative Gillespie. “Criti-
cal appropriations are included 
for education, state employees, 
teacher raises, and much more. I 
am also pleased to report that crit-
ical funding for our district was in-
cluded in the final agreement. The 
budget now heads to the Gover-
nor’s desk and I encourage the 
Governor to sign this responsible 
bipartisan spending plan into law.”

Senator Corbin echoed this 
sentiment, stating, “Rep. Gil-
lespie and I worked jointly to get 
the appropriations for the district. 
We are always happy to see these 
kinds of  funds come to far West-
ern North Carolina. It is our job 
not only to represent our district 
but to make sure we receive our 
fair share of  funding. This budget 
certainly does that and we are very 
pleased.”

The budget highlights several 
key areas of  focus, including raises 
for teachers, an expansion of  pri-
vate school vouchers, and adjust-
ments to certain laws. The pro-
posed budget outlines an average 
7% increase in teacher pay over 
the next two years. For new teach-
ers, this increase means an addi-
tional $2,000, raising their starting 
pay from $37,000 to $41,000.

North Carolina’s current 
ranking for starting teacher pay 
stands at 46th in the nation, ac-
cording to the National Education 
Association. The budget also ad-
dresses pay increases for veteran 
teachers, though these raises may 
be as low as 2%.

Additionally, the budget al-
locates a 4% raise for most state 
employees this year, followed by 
a 3% raise next year. This raise 
translates to an average annual 
salary of  just under $60,000 for 
state workers this fiscal year, and 
approximately $61,400 the follow-
ing year.

Beyond salary adjustments, 
the budget expedites planned cuts 
to individual income tax rates, 
aiming for a rate of  4.25% by 

2025. Potentially, in the future, 
the personal income tax rate 
could reach as low as 2.49%, 
contingent upon the state meet-
ing specific revenue goals.

Furthermore, the budget 
expands eligibility for publicly 
funded private school vouch-
ers, allowing families of  all in-
come levels to participate in the 
Opportunity Scholarship pro-
gram. However, it also includes 
controversial elements, such 
as shielding legislators further 
from public records laws and 
granting substantial authority to 
the legislature’s governmental 
operations committee.

In a promising move for 
school districts in economically 
distressed counties, the budget 
designates $6 million over the 
biennium to assist students eli-
gible for reduced-price lunches 
and breakfasts, aiming to offset 
their meal co-pays. Additionally, 
the budget eliminates penalties 
for unpaid student meal debt.

Allocations for school psy-
chologists would be redirected 
to fund “school health person-
nel,” including psychologists, 
counselors, nurses, or social 
workers. This shift aims to ad-
dress the shortage of  these 
critical positions in schools and 
proposes a comprehensive re-
port with recommendations to 
enhance hiring for these roles.

To address backlog and 
delays impacting the judicial 
system in WNC, the budget 
earmarks specific funding to al-
leviate the issue. 

The state budget includes 
$968,696 to provide funding for 
an additional district court judge 
to serve the 43rd judicial dis-
trict, which includes Cherokee, 
Clay, Graham, Haywood, Jack-
son, Macon, and Swain counties 
effective January 1, 2025. 

The budget includes an-
other $4,129,496 to establish a 
new Public Defender District, 
which will be PD District 43 to 
serve Cherokee, Clay, Graham, 
Haywood, Jackson, Macon, and 
Swain Counties. The funding 
would be used to fund one new 

• See BUDGET page 25322 Main Street, Highlands • 828-482-0818

Highlands Mercantile is OPEN!Highlands Mercantile is OPEN!

Fine goods for your family and home.
Books • Chocolates • Coffee • Guy Gifts • Home • Skincare
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Three 
Potters
Symposium

29 

Se
p

30 

Joey Sheehan, Eric Knoche, and Will Dickert 
Featuring Ceramic Artists:

TheBascom.org | 828.526.4949

Michael Sherrill

Keynote by

Sherrill is a nationally recognized and 
critically acclaimed artist who works 
in mixed media to create botanical 
sculptures that are celebrations of natural 
beauty and demonstrations of immense 
technical ability. 

Free to attend.  Register online at 
TheBascom.org

and designed men and women anatomi-
cally appropriately so that in their union a 
child could be born?

What if  that same God described 
Himself  as VERY Holy? As such a Holy 
Being, He could not be in the room while 
practicing sin. What if  this Holy God who 
exercises Justice, Righteousness and Lov-
ingkindness, loved us so much that He 
still wanted a relationship with His fallen 
creation, so He sent to earth His only Son 
Jesus to die for sinners?

What if  God gave men free will to sin, 
to be carried away by their own lusts? What 
if  God described drunkenness, greed, slan-
der, and the practice of  homosexuality sin? 
Stealing, gossip, lying, and adultery? What 
if  we objected to His list, and decided to 
excuse sin and accept whatever we want? 
Do we then become God? 

What if  He forbade His Believers 
from participating in and endorsing sin? 
Moreover, if  we decided nothing is sin, 
would His only Son Jesus have had to die? 

What if  God who saves sinners 
through Jesus asked Believers to know 
and obey His truth? What if  He told those 
same Believers that if  they aligned with 
His ways that they should expect condem-
nation and persecution? 

What if  He loved His design of  mar-
riage so much that He compared it to the 
future when a pure church would be the 
Bride of  Christ?

Well, if  this were all true, His Believ-
ers would stand firm against anything that 
contradicted His ways. They would debate 
and not hate, but they would choose the 
path of  righteousness walking and talking 
the journey God’s way and not the world’s 
way. They would be salt and light, loving 
those with differing opinions but speaking 
God’s truth boldly in love. 

Because what if  there is a Judgement 
Day? What if  there is a day when we will 
give an account to the Holy Creator God 
and the Savior Jesus? How much better off  
will be the one who feared God and stood 
on His truth, who feared not the opin-
ions of  mere men who deem themselves 
supreme. What if  we understood that no 
mere man could cancel God’s design? 

WHAT IF indeed.
Diann Catlin

Highlands

...LETTERS continued from page 7

God’s judgement 
matters

Dear Editor,
I would like to express my apprecia-

tion to Pastor Mark Ford for his Sept. 14 
Spiritually Speaking column in which he 

speaks for the silent majority. Poll after poll 
confirms that Americans are sick and tired 
of  what has become a sexual and unscien-
tific cult that believes they deserve special 
attention. https://theindependent.co/re-
duction-in-support-for-the-lgbtq-commu-
nity-dropped-lgb-community-blaming-the-
trans-queers/ 

Basic biology and Charles Darwin 
confirm there are only two genders. Left-
ists are simply changing terminology and 
erroneously claiming virtue. Anyone who 
disagrees with sexual propaganda, is a Nazi, 
bigot, homophobe. Nonsense! Constitu-
tional Americans “tolerate” perverted be-
havior, but true Christians will never “ac-
cept” promoting of  unbiblical principles 
for insecure adults to validate themselves. 
Even famous leftists like Bill Maher say 
enough is enough. https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=mMBzfUj5zsg 

If  an individual wants to be gay, queer, 
heterosexual, whatever, they are free to do 
so in America, but the victimhood charade 
is simply gaslighting. LGBTQ already have 
the same equal rights as anyone else. Perhaps 
the subjective dogma needs to be exported 
to places like China, Russia, or Saudi Arabia 
where gays are genuinely persecuted? Only 
a fool tries to convince others to support 
an alternative lifestyle by constantly shov-
ing it in everyone’s face with fear and name 
calling tactics - i.e. demanding the rainbow 
flag be flown on government buildings or 
maliciously attacking and bankrupting bak-
ers and florists who have different beliefs. 
Stunts like this are as asinine as Tennessee 
football fans demanding libraries celebrate 
their team or petitioning magistrates to 
force Georgia fans to wear orange and never 
say, “Go Dawgs!” Do heterosexuals deserve 
special holidays and recognition? Of  course 
not. Keep your preferences to yourself  and 
stop ruining society with your entitlement 
attitude. America does not need a destruc-
tive color revolution https://alt-market.us/
pride-is-a-thinly-veiled-color-revolution-to-
destroy-western-civilization/ 

Furthermore, independent polls clearly 
indicate Americans will not accept the re-
cent targeting of  innocent children for 
sexual indoctrination and gender confusion 
which lead to STDs, mental problems, and 
even suicide https://thehill.com/blogs/
blog-briefing-room/4073998-lesbian-gay-
and-bisexual-gen-z-members-report-high-
er-anxiety-sadness-than-peers-gallup/. It 
is LGBTQ who continue to sow seeds of  
disunity and strife using fallible emotions 
instead of  facts and logic. Even Muslims are 
offended by LGBTQ propaganda. 

Finally, I found Mr. Eberz’s rant on this 
• See LETTERS page 25
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468 Carolina Way • Highlands
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)

828-526-3909

Going Out 
of Business

SALE!

Bronze sculpture • Paintings 
Vintage & Antique Collectables & 

Furniture • Costume Jewelry
 and much more

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

Chestnut Hill, 
a residential retirement community on a quiet 
mountain top in Highlands, NC, has spacious 

Assisted Living Apartments.
It is a full-service, Medicaid Certified community. 

For further information call Linda Tiffany at 
828-526-5251 or 904-514-4896
www.chestnuthillofhighlands.com

NEW POOL SCHEDULE
• Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri., 6.-9:45a, and 

Sat.,10a-11p - 6 lanes. Water Aerobics: 18 
yrs plus, Mon.-Fri. 10 -11am with Karen 
Chambers. Adult Swim: 18 years old+, 
Mon.-Thurs 11a-1:30p; Public Swim Mon. 
thru Thurs. 3:30-7p; Sat. 11a-6p and Sun. 
1-6p. For info, call 828-526-1595.

Thurs., Sept. 28
• The annual Alpha Delta Pi “Alumni on 

the Mountain” luncheon at Wildcat Cliffs 
CC at 11:30 a.m. Gate Code is #3030. Mail 
your check for $42 which is your reserva-
tion to Vesta Jones, 1420 Whiteside Moun-
tain Road, Highlands, NC 28741. Please 
RSVP by sending check by Sept. 23. For 
more information, contact Emily Buskirk at 
828-787-1015 or ebbuskirk@gmail.com.

Fri.-Sat., Sept. 29-30
• At The Bascom, Three Potters Sym-

posium. Register at TheBascom.org. 
Fri., Sept. 29
• Community Coffee with the Mayor 

at Hudson Library at 11 a.m., State legis-
lators Representative Karl Gillespie and 
Senator Kevin Corbin will be there to dis-
cuss issues.

• Hudson Library is welcoming author 
Jeffrey Dale Lofton on Friday at 4 PM for a 
wine and cheese Books & Bites event. Jef-
frey will be talking about his debut novel 
Red Clay Suzie.

Wed., Oct. 4
• At Hudson Library, VAYA Health 

program is Enriching Mental Health with 
Complementary Treatments: Acupuncture, 
Aromatherapy, Essential Oils, and Massage, 
at 11 a.m

Oct. 6-28
• “The Rocky Horror Show” at Moun-

tain Theatre Company now in residence at 
the Performing Arts Center on Chestnut 
Street. For tickets www.mountaintheatre.
com.

 Fri.-Sun., Oct. 6-8
• Cashiers Valley Leaf Festival at The 

Village Green. A free 3-day festival featur-
ing 90 artisan vendors spread throughout 
The Village Green park. 10am - 5pm on Fri. 
and Sat., and 10am - 3pm on Sun. 

Fri., Oct. 6
• At Hudson Library, southern author 

Susan Zurenda will be at Hudson Library 
on Friday at 4 pm for a wine and cheese 
Books & Bites event. She’ll talk about her 
latest novel, The Girl from the Red Rose 
Motel. Books will be available for purchase 
at this free event.

• Friday Night Live – Town Square, 
343 Main Street, 6 – 8:30 p.m. Silly Ridge 

• The Smoky Mountain Pregnancy 
Care Center’s annual fundraising banquet 
will be held Friday in the Faith & Fellowship 
Center of the Highlands United Method-
ist Church, 315 Main St, Highlands, NC. 
Guest speaker is author and recording 
artist Steventhen Holland, who will share 
his unusual and inspiring life story. Doors 
open at 4:30 p.m. to view raffle items do-
nated from businesses in Highlands, dinner 
at 6. Please pre-register by October 1. Call 
828-349-3200, or go to SmokyPartners.
com. 

Sat., Oct. 7 
• The Highlands Bagpipers will per-

form between Highlander Mountain 
House and the Highlands Wine Shoppe 
from 4:30 - 5 p.m.

• Saturdays on Pine – K-H Founders 
Park, Pine Street, 6 – 8:30 p.m. Outlaw 

3BD/3.5BA•$895,000•MLS#102667

In Highlands Gate, between Highlands and Franklin. 
Turn-key, Furnished, Move-in Ready, Log home with 2 fireplaces, 

Wrap-around Decks and a Gazebo. Open Floor Plan. Garage. 
Gated Community. Very low HOA fees. Impeccable. MAKE OFFER.

Call Colette St. Jacques Davis 
(561) 254-3999

colette.davis@allentate.com

•HigHlanDs eVents•
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142 HWY 107, Cashiers, NC 28717 • 828-482-5011 • Open Year Round

Brazilian Cowhides

Whiskey 
Mon.-Wed.,Oct. 9-11
• At Estate Jewelers of High-

lands at 360 Main Street, BUY-
ING EVENT. Call 828-526-1960 
for details. No appt. necessary. 
Immediate Payment. 20% bonus 
when traded for store credit.. 

Wed., Oct. 11
• The Highlands Biological 

Foundation (HBF) signature fall 
event – its 2nd-ever Carpenter 
Lecture. Established in honor of 
Sonya Carpenter, former direc-
tor of HBF, the Carpenter Lec-
ture series aims to educate our 
community about the environ-
ment while inspiring stewardship 
of the natural world. This year’s 
program is in partnership with 
The Bascom: and will feature 
Florence Williams, acclaimed 
author of The Nature Fix, as she 
presents “Your Brain on Na-
ture: Why Being Outside Makes 
Us Feel Happier, Healthier, and 
More Creative.” 11 a.m. at The 
Bascom’s covered terrace. Space 
is limited. To register go to www.
highlandsbiological.org.

Thurs., Oct. 12
• At Holistic Spirit Mind 

Body, Group Mediumship by 
Kelly Palmatier - Asheville Psy-
chic Medium -from noon to 3p. 
$45. Limited Seats. Reservations 
required. Call 828-487-5579.

• The Nantahala Hiking Club 
will meet in the Macon County 
Library, on Siler Road in Frank-
lin at 6 p.m. Norm & Rochelle 
Morris tell the true story of his 
(Jingles) AT hike from GA to ME 
while Rochelle (SherpaShell) 
provides her support from the 
backroads in their camper van. 
All are welcome to participate 
in a FREE raffle! This program is 
co-sponsored by the library and 
NHC. https://wildmansbooks.
com/product/jingles-promise/

Fri., Oct. 13
• The LAST Friday Night 

Live – Town Square, 343 Main 
Street, 6 – 8:30 p.m. The Foxfire 
Boys 

Sat., Oct. 14
• Highlands Heritage Jam-

boree will celebrate and honor 
the town’s history with tradi-
tional music, dancing and more 
on Saturday, Residents and visi-
tors will enjoy bluegrass, clog-

•HigHlanDs eVents•
ging and bagpipe performances. 
Performances at K-H Founders 
Park will include: Highlands Bag-
pipers, 3:30-4 p.m.; Bailey Moun-
tain Cloggers, a championship 
dance team from Mars Hill Uni-
versity, 4-5 p.m.; The Foxfire Boys, 
5-7:30 p.m.

• The LAST Saturdays on 
Pine – K-H Founders Park, Pine 
Street.The Foxfire Boys (5 - 7:30 
p.m. as part of Highlands Heritage 
Jamboree) 

• A Hike on the Historic 
Kelsey Trail. The public is invited 
to join one of three groups of 
hikers, 25 in each, on the morning 
of Saturday. Shuttles to Whiteside 
will leave from Founders Park at 
8:30, 9, and 9:30. The walk is most-
ly downhill from Whiteside, taking 
4 hours, at a casual pace. Water 
and snack bars will be provided 
along the trail. As a fundraiser for 
the Highlands Plateau Greenway, 
a $75 donation is requested from 
each hiker in support of the Gre-
enway trail system. Register at 
www.highlandsgreenway.com. 

Tues, Oct. 17
• Highlanders for Good Gov-

ernment is sponsoring a Candi-
date Forum in the Community 
Building at 7 p.m. It will be two 
hours long will have six subjects 
to be asked by moderators. Pul-
bic can send their questions, to 
info@highlandersforgoodgovern-
ment.com. 

Thurs., Oct. 19
• 17th Annual Chili Cook-Off 

sponsored by Landmark Realty 
Group iin Cashiers, NC at the 
Lewis Hall Center at The Village 
Green 5-7 p.m.

Tues., Oct. 31
• Halloween on Main (from 

2nd to 5th streets) will be open 
to pedestrians from 6-8 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Participating merchants 
will distribute candy, some of 
which is purchased by the High-
lands Chamber of Commerce/
Visit Highlands, NC and delivered 
to them by the Interact Club. Mu-
sical performances include the 
Foxfire Boys in front of Reeves 
Hardware, High Five in front of 
Berkshire Hathaway and DJ Mike 
Murphy next to Kilwins. The Kid’s 
Zone will be on Fourth Street

Sat., Nov. 4
• Volunteers are needed to 

ESTATE JEWELERS OF 
HIGHLANDS 

BUYING EVENT OOccttoobbeerr  99rrhh  --  OOccrroobbeerr  II  IIcchh  

No Appointment Necessary 
Immediate Payment

360 Main Street •  828-526-1960

help Tidy Our Town on Saturday 
beginning at 8:30 a.m., weather 
permitting. Volunteers will begin 
at K-H Founders Park on Pine 
Street, to get geographic assign-
ment before collecting trash. Vol-
unteers will get a light breakfast, 

a safety vest, gloves, pick-up tools 
and garbage bags. Only areas 
within the town limits will be cov-
ered. To participate please email 
events@highlandschamber.org or 
call 828-526-5841. 

Dec. 8-24

• “Home of the Holidays” 
at Mountain Theatre Company 
now in residence at the Per-
forming Arts Center on Chest-
nut Street. Tickets go to www.
mountaintheatre.com.
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•coMMunity sports•

REJUVENATE 
C E N  TER 'LASER 

MA\Il(IE 
1{ ([D UJJ 1FR 
IlNNIEJFR 

IEB IEA\ UJJ Y 

ok your free consultation: 
Highlands: 828-482-4430

Franklin: 828-349-1280

www.rejuvenatelasercenter.com Hair Reduction 
Resurfacing & 

Wrinkle Reduction 

League Champions ‘Balls Deep’ 
sponsored by Allison Builders 

Front row from left: Tim Overholt, Joel Henry, Allan “Blue,” 
Travis Spivey. Back row from left: Jordan, Tony Darnell, Tony 
Norton, Mike Virga, Sterling Darnell and Jeremy Welch. 
Not pictured Dillion Overholt and Jamie Pendegrass.

League runner up ‘Tailgaters’ 
sponsored by Travis Croncrite 

Front row from left: Madison Rice, Clinton Porter, 
John Hall, Jonathon Hall, Austin Mireles, and Zach Hall. 
Back row from left: sponsor Travis Croncrite , 
Michael Jennings, Jeremy McCall, Justin Hall, Jim 
Madden, Nick Mi les , and Aust in Baumgarner. 
Not pictured: Cristian Mireles.

League 3rd place 
‘First Baptist Church’ sponsored 

by Ryan Vinson 
Front row from left: Blain Dendy, Taylor Schmitt, Ryan 
Vinson, Drew Chalker, Jacob Tedder, Isiah Vilardo.Back row 
from left: Calab Bowers, Jerry Moore, Jesse Stephens, Logan 
Houston, Craig McCall, Michael Baty, Scott Westondorf, 
Jake Miller and Destin Gearheart.

Softball season wraps up
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24B CANOE POINT  • CASHIERS, NC

GROUP MEDIUMSHIP
by

Kelly Palmatier
Asheville Psychic Medium

Reservations • 828-487-5579

October 12 • noon-3p

• Incredible Views
• Par 72 Championship Course  

stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
• Open Daily, • Year-Round • Public Golf 

2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta • 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC
For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals, 

please call 706-746-5302 
www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

 The Coolest Golf Course  
in Georgia 

...LETTERS continued from page 21
topic in his letter in the Sept. 21 edition 
amusing and disingenuous. He predictive-
ly changes the narrative and cherry picks 
Scripture ignoring biblical hermeneutics. 
This is Rules for Radicals 101 and typical 
virtue signaling. (I Corinthians 1:18-25) 
Christians are far from perfect but do, in 
fact, love LGBTQ folks. We are willing to 
speak harsh truth... celebrating sin results 
in eternal judgement. 

Christ said He came into the world 
for judgment (John 9:39) and to bring 
division (Luke 12:51). He had a message 
of  truth that unrepentant sinners will not 

tolerate. Jesus was full of  love for people yet 
hated their sin. (John 8: 1-11) He spoke ab-
solute truth so people killed Him, thus we 
shouldn’t be surprised the world hates His 
truth today. (John 15: 18-25). Christ will save 
anyone who turns from their sin and trusts in 
Him for salvation. (John 14:6). 

Thank you, Pastor Ford, for being more 
eloquent than a nobody like me. My opinions 
don’t amount to anything; however, God will 
not be mocked. 

Jim Gaston
Highlands

public defender position effective Octo-
ber 1, 2023 as well as 14 Assistant public 
defenders, and seven support staff  effec-
tive January 1, 2024. 

Senator Kevin Corbin and Rep. Karl 
Gillespie, both of  Macon County, repre-
sent the furthest west districts in the state. 
All four of  the counties Rep. Gillespie 
serves in the House of  Representatives 
are part of  Senator Corbin’s eight county 
district.

Macon County Appropriations:
• $10,000,000 to Southwestern Com-

munity College for capital improvements 
and equipment, including a new business 
development center and library. 

• $10,000,000 to Southwestern Com-
munity College for capital improvements 
and equipment, including a new regional 
firearm training center.

• $5,000,000 to the Town of  High-
lands to complete dredging and restora-
tion of  Mirror Lake. 

• $5,000,000 to the Town of  High-

lands for water/sewer upgrades to replace 
the town’s 60-year-old water pre-clarifier 
tank.

• $400,000 to the Town of  Franklin for 
capital costs and equipment associated with 
the fire substation construction project. 

• $352,000 to Macon County for capital 
improvements and equipment.

• $80,000 grant to Cowee School Arts 
and Heritage Center

Jackson County Appropriations 
• $50,000 to Cullowhee Valley Baptist 
Church for their food pantry ministry. 

• $300,000 to Jackson County to con-
struct a pedestrian bridge within the town 
of  Dillsboro city limits. 

• $800,000 for the Cullowhee Volun-
teer Fire Department for equipment, in-
cluding a new pumper truck to better serve 
Western Carolina University. 

• $2,000,000 to the Southwestern 
North Carolina Planning and Economic 
Development Commission for capital im-
provements or equipment. 

...BUDGET continued from page 20

math class. He is one of  a kind,” said Holbrooks.
“Ms. Getz is the one I tell people to go ask when there is something I don’t know. She 

does everything from tech to Ipads, to computers, to reading the kids stories to making 
sure my kids know what fiction and nonfiction is. She’s doing lessons, she’s integrating the 
classrooms into the media center. She is all things Highlands School. We are so happy that 
she made her way to us,” Holbrooks continued.

- Kim Lewicki

...BOE MTG continued from page 1

$45
Limited Seats

• See BARTRAM page 30

Bartram Academy and LBJ Job Corps 
partnership begins

By Brittney Lofthouse
Union Academy began a new jour-

ney at the beginning of  this school year 
when new principal Brian Moffitt was 
hired. First he got approval to rename 
the school, Bartram Academy, reflecting a 
commitment to instill curiosity, adventure, 
and growth in its students. 

Now a partnership between Bartram 
Academy and LBJ Job Corps has been es-
tablished, offering enhanced educational 
opportunities for both sets of  students.

During the September board meet-
ing of  the MC Board of  Education, a 
program was approved that opens doors 
for Bartram Academy students to pursue 
career track vocational courses to enrich 
their education and prepare them for the 

future. Simultaneously, students enrolled 
at LBJ Job Corps can now earn their high 
school diploma if  needed, through Macon 
County Virtual Academy.

The LBJ Job Corps is a government-
sponsored residential education and job-
training program catering to young people 
aged 16-24, primarily from low-income and 
at-risk backgrounds. Established in 1964 
by President Lyndon B. Johnson as a part 
of  the War on Poverty and Great Society 
domestic reforms, the Job Corps program 
aims to impart academic and vocational 
skills essential for future employment.

There are 120 Job Corps centers na-
tionwide, with four in North Carolina. LBJ 
Job Corps primarily serves students from in-
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• places to worsHip •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315

Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m. Worship; Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

828-743-1701• 464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717
www.christanglicancashiers.com

9:30am Sunday School;10:30am Worship Service. Mon. Night 
Bible Study & Dinner, 6pm, call for details. 

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470

www.cashiers.church
Sun.10:45am. S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals 10am.
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.
Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sundays: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am

Wednesdays: Youth 5:30-7pm; Women’s Bible Study: Mondays 
4:30pm, Tuesdays 10am; Men’s Bible Study: Wednesdays & 

Thursdays 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY

706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org

Sunday: Rite I, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite II with Choir 10:30 
am in Sanctuary, Wed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, 

Morning Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Women’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Emily Wilmarth, pastor 
828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org

Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.
Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m. Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814

Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 
HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH

Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376

In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
 909a Bluegrass and 11a Traditional

 www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdrof

Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

Franklin • 828-634-1312 • mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: 1st /Fri. and 3rd Sat. 

and Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur. 
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.  

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Tues. - 9:30am; Thurs. - 9:30am; Sat. 4pm; Sun. - 11am 
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon; 
Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

Sunday Services: 8a. 9:30 & 11a
Visit our website www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com for 

schedules of activities. 
Our Bazaar Barn is open Fri. & Sat. 10a -2p.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

•spiritually speaking•

Fr. Jason Barone
Our Lady of the Mountains 
Catholic Church
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Dear 
Fallen Away 

Catholics

Greetings. I am the local Catholic priest. We have 
probably never met, although I hope we do. I 
certainly do not presume to know your story or 

presume it is the same as others, but I would be happy to 
hear it. It has been on my heart to reach out to you. The 
temptation to walk away is certainly understandable – the 
Church is a mess and has been for decades now. The de-
cision to leave is even more understandable when there is 
personal pain involved. 

 I wholeheartedly wish to follow Christ and His 
Church, but I am by no means a company man, i.e. blind-
ly supporting every decision of  those currently in charge. 
(My parishioners know well just how willing I am to call 
out corruption and incompetence either from the pul-
pit, or even more honestly, at Faith on Tap.) Perhaps my 
disposition was born out of  the time during which my 
vocation came, namely during the first wave of  scandals 
in the early 2000s. I had no desire to become a priest, but 
rather had my congressional nomination and was heading 
to West Point when the Lord began directing me else-
where. After a few years, His plans became clear: I was 
to sacrifice a wife, children, and career in order to pursue 
this call and help rebuild a collapsing Church. 

 My vocation made no earthly sense; nonetheless, 
I was willing to trust that God had a higher plan. Un-
derstanding that there is a providential plan, I think, is a 
helpful way to understand the current dilapidated state 
of  the Church. To be clear, there has been a plethora 
of  earthly explanations, such as a lack of  transparency 
and accountability. However, I think it is also important 
to consider a higher, supernatural explanation. Having a 
more comprehensive intellectual framework to under-
stand the state of  things, I think, can help us.

 I gave a homily recently in which I propose that what 
we are witnessing is a diabolic plot to destroy the Church. 
This theory is evidenced by numerous approved appari-
tions that prophesied these events. For instance, in 1610 
in Ecuador, the Blessed Virgin Mary prophesied events 
three centuries in the future: “shortly after the midpoint 
of  the 20th century” “there would be an apparent tri-
umph of  Satan,” and that the devil “will corrupt many 
of  them [clergy]. These depraved priests…will scandal-
ize the Christian people.” Furthermore, the St. Michael 
Prayer was written and recited after Low Mass precisely 
because Pope Leo XIII witnessed Our Lord giving Satan 
time and power to try to destroy the Church.

If  these events were prophesied, then they’re part 
of  a plan or providence. Christ died, and so must His 



THE 
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!
Here, There and Everywhere ... 

the Atlanta area, too!

828.200.3050 
bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net
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Highlands Police en-
tries from Sept. 17. Only 
the names of persons ar-
rested, issued a summons/
citation, issued a Class-3 
misdemeanor or those of 
public officials have been 
used. 

Sept. 17
• At 10 a.m., officers re-

sponded to a call of a larceny a 
2021 Toyota Highlander from a 
location on N. 4th Street.

Sept. 21
• At noon, officers re-

sponded to a call of a shoplifting 
incident at Reeve’s Hardware 
where a Carhart sweatshirt val-
ued at $64.99 was taken.

The Highlands Fire & 
Rescue log from Sept. 20

Sept. 20
• At 7:09 a.m., the dept. was 

...SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING 
continued from page 26

first-responders to a location on 
Main Street.

• At 4:58 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a motor vehicle ac-
cident on Clear Creek Road.

Sept. 21
• At 10:43 a.m., the dept. 

provided public assistance at a 
location on Big Pine Lane.

• At 10:52 a.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a loca-
tion on Main Street.

• At 2:01 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a location on 
Main Street.

• At 5:51 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Garnet Rock Trail.

Sept. 22
• At 3:56 a.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence 
on Big Bear pen road.

• At 8:44 a.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a loca-

tion on NC 106.
• At 6:02 p.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence 
on Foreman Road.

Sept. 23
• At 9:49 a.m., the dept. in-

vestigated the source of smoke at 
a location on US 64 west.

Sept. 24
• At 10:09 a.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence 
on Thornhill Road.

Sept. 25
• At 12:09 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a motor vehicle ac-
cident on NC 106.

• At 12:56 p.m. the dept. was 
first-responders to a location on 
NC 106.

Sept. 26
• At 1:44 a.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence 
on Cobb Road.

Pen Turning Class
Learn how to make your own 

wooden pen! 
Choose from 5 different pen 

styles. Cost: $40-50 per person 
and includes laser engraving. 
Bird House/Bird Feeder 

& Bat House Classes
Learn how to make a Bird House, 

Bird Feeder or Bat House! 
Choose from 5 different Bird 
House styles, 2 different Bird 
Feeder styles or a Bat House. 

Cost: $20-$45 per person 
Call 828-526-8800 or email 

scalymtncrafters@gmail.com to 
schedule a class! 

Each class lasts approximately 90 
minutes and provides 25 meals 

locally for each item made.

Family Classes at
Scaly Mountain Crafters 

Church. Only then will we see 
a resurrection. Our Lady of  the 
Mountains’ plans for building a 
new church is entirely about this 
resurrection of  the Church (but 
such as a story for a different 
column).

The homily mentioned 
above was picked up by the Sen-
sus Fidelium YouTube channel 
and has over 200k views, sug-
gesting an appetite for such an 
explanation. The following is a 
QR code to direct you there.

I hope this column at least 
begins to provide some explana-
tion for an otherwise inexpli-

cable situation. I hope to see you 
at some point. Until then, I hope 
the Lord blesses you.

By Steve Hott
Coach

On Friday, Sept. 22, the 
Highlands Middle School 
(HMS) Swim Teams traveled to 
Rabun Gap Nagoochee School 
(RGNS) in Georgia to swim in a 
six-way meet. 

The Highlands Boys team 
finished 2nd to Macon Middle 
School (MMS), while the girls 
finished 4th.

Highlands MS Swim Teams swim well in Georgia
The Highlanders were led by 

Ian Batista and Jr. Olympian Blake 
Kenter, each who had 50 pts. 
Kenter won an event and Batista 
had a 2nd and a 3rd place finish. 
Aleks Petric scored 47 pts with 
a 2nd place finish while Emilina 
Hernandez won 44 pts includ-
ing a 3rd place. Penelope McRae 
and Jr. Olympian Corena Dearth 
each had 39 pts. Ivan Shchelga-
chov won 38.5 pts, Justin Powell 

36.5 pts and a 3rd place finish, 
and Miley Zagal brought home 
29 pts. Alex Lopez was out due 
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Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 log cabins nestled in 
the hemlocks 

on 25 acres at the base 
of Whiteside 
Mountain.

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Mendoza Tree Expert
& Crane Service

Quality Tree Care & Removal 
18+ years

828-200-9217 • fully insured

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

We accept al l  credit cards

Grading • Lot Clearing • Retaining Wall
Driveways • Septic Placement

Call Raul 
706-982-3803 
706-970-7638
828-347-0255

valenciagrading@gmail.com

GARY GARREN
Cell: (828) 482-2370

gsgarren@gmail.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com

33

Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

ryan.bears@allentate.com

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

JUNK
WE HAUL IT AWAY

House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate

 828 - 421 - 5188

• Septic Installation
• Land Clearing/Clean Up
• Driveway Install/Repair
• Gravel/Dirt/Mulch/Delivery

• Pressure Washing
• Culvert/Drainage Installs
• Sod Installation

…We Love Small Jobs!
828-655-7733

www.blueridgelandservices.com

Life is better connected.
Join us this Sunday

(new series)
8:40am - Coffee/Nibbles

9am - Live Stream 
w/Andy Stanley

For directions call Bee at 404-307-1415.
8/31

Paul Corbin
Owner

A&O LANDSCAPING SERVICES, LLC

828-371-2240
pcorbin1631@aol.com

Founding Member
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Cody Hervey • 828-200-6926

Desimir 
Petrovic

Broker

Cell: 646-315-0048
Office: 828-526-8784

desimir.petrovic@allentate.com

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

• Income Property Investments 
• Southeastern U.S. and beyond
• 36 Years of Satisfied Clientele
• Affiliate of KW Commercial 
 Peachtree Road, Atlanta, GA

Steve Massell
CCIM 

(404) 255-6810 • realty@massell.com

FOR SALE
2 HOBIE REVOLUTION KAYAKS, fully loaded, 

Mirage Drive, Malone trailer. $3,500. Call 504-453-6966. 
(10/12)

PEO WILL HAVE FRESH, NEW-CROP PE-
CANS available around Nov. 1. Order now. Call 828-200-
1598. 

3 RV CLASS A SITES  at Wildflower Creek RV Re-
sort. A small, secluded, mature luxury resort. Call for more 
information. 828-421-1709. (st. 10/13)

FOR LEASE

COZY LAKEFRONT COTTAGE AVAILABLE 
Fully furnished, one bedroom, one bath. Easy access from 
Highlands Road in Franklin. Ideal corporate or seasonal 
rental between Highlands and Franklin. Call Sarah Miller at 
770-757-7500 or email sarahmilleratl@aol.com (st. 11/22)

SPACIOUS 2 BEDROOM/2 BATH fully furnished 
apt. 1.5 miles from Main St. Living/ Dining area/ kitchenette, 
covered porch $2000 mo. utilities inc. 561 310-5085. (st. 
8/10) 

BRAND NEW TRAILERS FOR RENT. 2 bed-
rooms/2 baths $1700/month and 3 bedrooms/2 baths 
$2250/month. Between Highlands & Cashiers. Includes hi-
speed internet, water, & washer/dryer. No dogs. Inquires, 
Marcy - (706) 982-0444. (st. 5/4) 

HELP WANTED
REEVES HARDWARE in Highlands is now hiring a 

point-of-sale associate full- or part-time. Great benefits for 
full-time employment. Competitive salary. Please call Leslie 
for details. 828-526-2157. (10/5) 

PASTOR OF FAMILY MINISTRIES, First Bap-
tist Church Highlands, NC. Phone: 828.526.4153. Full time 
Seminary Trained pastor to disciple children and families. 
The perfect candidate will have a deep heart for Christ 
and a shepherd’s call to guard and grow disciples. Salary 
and benefits commensurate with training and experience. 
Please send resume including your Testimony, Spiritual 
Gift(s) and References to info@fbchighlands.org ( subject 
line: Family Ministries) and to request the full job descrip-
tion. (9/28)

WOLFGANGS RESTAURANT - Experienced Line 
Cook needed. Evening shift. Great Pay. Possible on-premise 
living. Call Mindy at 828-421-2211. (st. 6/1)

SERVICES 
GUTTER CLEANING and roof repair. Call 828-

371-1103. (9/28)
20-FT ROLL BACK AVAILABLE FOR hauling, 

local or long distance. Call Danny at 828-200-2855. (st. 9/28)
I INSTALL TILE! Eco-Friendly & Non-Toxic, Specializing 

in Shower/Bathroom, Kitchen/ Backsplash, Entrance Ways/
Patios/Flooring. 25yrs experience. Also offer grout cleaning. 
Licensed & Insured. Mike Bertone/Owner of Bertone Tile 
Design & Flooring LLC. Home: 828-526-4943 or 321-303-
7560. (8/31)

MURPHY’S PAINT CO. - interior/exterior painting/
sheetrock repair/wallpaper removal/log homes/decks. Insured. 
Free estimates. 828-332-0525 or 828-421-8600 (11/2)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDYMAN – Chatlos 
Contruction – Remodels, Additions, Framing, Siding, Roofing, 
Decks, Painting. References. Insured. 828-200-4071. (12/28) 

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR ANYTHING 
HAULED AWAY? I can do it. Call or text James of Going 
Gone at 828-421-2655. (12/28)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN VINSON: 
scanning photos, slides & negatives to CD or DVD for easier 
viewing. Video transfer to DVD. Everything done in house. 
Leave message at 828-526-5208.

2460 Cashiers Road • Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com

Kiln dried 
FIREWOODFIREWOOD
Delivery or pickup

•classiFieDs•

Cosmos Flowers

Store: 828-526-0044
Cell: 828-200-6101

cosmosflowersnc@gmail.com
95 Highlands Plaza

Follow us
Instagram and facebook

@cosmosflowersnc

Full Service Florist

ESTATE JEWELERS 
OF HIGHLANDS 

BUYING EVENT 
October 9th - October l l ch 

360 Main Street, Highlands, NC 28741 
10 AM - 5 PM Monday - Wednesday 

For directions please call: 828.526.1960 

Call buyer for item related questions: 888.7871112 
No appointment necessary. 

Immediate Payment!
National Rarities will match any competitor’s offer
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Question #1
Tell us a little about yourself  and why you feel 

this run for Town Board is important.
Kay Craig

My name is Kay Craig and I am run-
ning for town commissioner. I moved to 
Highlands as a newlywed in 1988. We raised 
our two children here and value the quality 
of  life that Highlands has provided for our 
family. 

 I have had two businesses in High-
lands. Highlands Cabinet Company which 
suffered during the recession and then in 
2010 I opened The Ugly Dog Pub with the 
help of  friends and family. 

I have served on five boards in High-
lands and I feel that is important to give 
back to your community. I would be hon-
ored to serve on our town board and hope 
to effect positive governance for Highlands.

John Dotson 
For those who know me, you know 

that Highlands has my heart. For those who 
don’t, allow me to fill in some blanks.

In my younger years, I was an Army 
Brat; I lived in so many places it’s hard to 
remember them all.

My first memory of  Highlands was 
about 1970 while doing a story for Foxfire 
magazine. I fell in love just driving through!

In 1973 I was lucky enough to return 
to Highlands for a short time. It was then I 
met my wife. We dated (long distance) and 
married here in 1975.

In 1986 I received a job offer and the 
opportunity to move to Highlands perma-
nently. It took me about 30 seconds to ac-
cept!

My wonderful wife, Mary, and I raised 
two fabulous and successful daughters here. 
Both attended Highlands School from 1st 
thru 12th grade.

I have owned and operated Preferred 
Properties of  Highlands for over 30 years 
and been involved locally since day one.

Previously, I have served on the Town 
of  Highlands Planning Board, Chair of  the 
Zoning Board, Peggy Crosby Center Board 
and Trustee of  Highlands United Methodist 
Church. I was first elected to the Highlands 
Board of  Commissioners in 2007.

Since being elected I’ve helped the 
town navigate numerous issues on and off  
the ballot - from mixed drinks to an updated 
Unified Development Ordinance to deci-
sions on the boundaries of  the city limits. 
I’ve given each issue, large and small, careful 
and deliberate consideration – always keep-
ing how it will affect the present and future 
of  Highlands top of  mind.

Each election in Highlands is the voters 
opportunity to guide the future of  our town. 
This one is no different.

I have no hidden agendas; I am in no 

one’s pocket. My number one concern is 
preserving the reason we all are here: Qual-
ity of  Life in Highlands, North Carolina.

To learn more about where I stand on 
local issues, please visit my web page: www.
DotsonForHighlands.com or my Facebook 
page at: John “Buz” Dotson

Brian Stiehler 
My wife, Hilary, and I moved to High-

lands 23 years ago because of  my profes-
sion. I am employed as the Golf  Course 
Superintendent at Highlands County 
Club. I have served and continue to serve 
in numerous community leadership roles 
through the years and was first elected as 
a Town Commissioner in 2011. Serving the 
community in this capacity is something 
that I find very rewarding and fun. Being 
engaged in the Town is something that mo-
tivates me and keeps me busy. The Town 
Board requires folks who are experienced, 
transparent, trustworthy, and rational. For 
me specifically, there are a couple things 
that are very important to me that I am 
constantly working on. First is the Town of  
Highlands Scholarship Fund, which I’d like 
to continue fundraising for so we can keep 
building this unique program. This fund 
allows graduates of  the Highlands School 
to pursue post-secondary education with 
financial help from the Town. There is no 
other fund like this in the country because 
municipalities are typically not permitted to 
maintain investment funds. In 1975, thanks 
to the hard work of  members of  the High-
lands community, the state of  North Caro-
lina granted permission to the Town to start 
this fund. In the last 13 years that I’ve been 
involved, over $200,000 has been added to 
the scholarship fund. The other fundrais-
ing project I will continue to work on, if  
re-elected, is for a new, state of  the art play-
ground that is currently in the design phase. 
We were so fortunate to have a donor come 
forward and pledge a generous sum that we 
will work to add to, to make this a reality for 
the young children in Highlands. The job 
of  being a great commissioner goes so far 
beyond what the public sees at the monthly 
meetings, and it takes someone who has the 
time, the passion, and the energy to fulfill its 
duties. For the last 12 years, I have proven 
my commitment to the town and I’m re-
spectfully asking for your support to con-
tinue to serve as one of  your Town Board 
members. 

Jeff  Weller
I have lived in Highlands for 30 years. 

During that time, I raised my two children, 
Colin and Emma, here as well. I’ve worked 
all 30 of  those years professionally in the ar-
chitecture, planning and construction field 
after graduating from Clemson Univer-
sity in Design-Architecture. In addition to 

spending time with my family and working 
full-time, over the years I have gotten great 
enjoyment through community service. My 
professional career and my community ser-
vice has allowed me to work closely with 
both the Town of  Highlands government 
and administration as well as the Macon 
County Commissioners and county sub-
committees. 

In my professional career as a project 
manager for both residential and commer-
cial projects, I spend significant time manag-
ing the design process as well as represent-
ing the owner(s) during the duration of  the 
construction. At times, that involves prob-
lem solving and coordination between own-
ers, contractors, suppliers, etc. Also, during 
projects’ construction, building codes, town 
and county ordinances and state regulations 
are involved. Navigating projects through 
all of  these factors while at the same time 
maintaining quality design takes coordina-
tion and leadership. 

Over the past several years, there have 
been several Town of  Highlands issues 
that have come through the town’s Board 
of  Commissioners that were very divisive. 
I feel the time is right to get some new 
and fresh ideas and views on the Board of  
Commissioners. I also feel if  elected, my 
professional experience and my community 
service has prepared me to have a positive 
impact. I’d like to engage the community 
more in decisions in a positive way and feel 
that I would be well prepared to see that 
through as a commissioner. 

I love Highlands and plan to spend the 
rest of  my life on the plateau. I was very 
fortunate to raise my family in Highlands 
and I would like to help keep Highlands a 
community where my children and others’ 
future generations will want to live, work 
and raise their families as well.

Rachel Wilson
Macon County has been home for 

almost 30 years, Highlands for the past 5. 
My husband and I are about to celebrate 
21 years of  marriage and we have a son 
and daughter who both attend Highlands 
school. My favorite ways to unwind are to 
read, hike and spend time with friends. I 
have a strong history of  fiscal responsibil-
ity working as the Director of  Accounting 
for Old Edwards and volunteering as the 
Treasurer on two local boards. This run 
for Town Board is important because it is a 
chance for new energy and fresh ideas. The 
Town and Commissioners have done a lot 
of  good, but we need to be more proactive 
and collaborative in shaping the Towns fu-
ture and maintaining the sense of  commu-
nity that we have. 

The Oct. 5 question:
Are you for Short-term Rentals (STRs) in 

Highlands as they stand now? Do you think more 
or less regulations should be considered?

...Q&A continued from page 1

ter Sidewalk Plan are required to construct 
sidewalks.

The topography of  the section of  Oak 
Street bordering the first part of  the sub-
division would require the removal of  10 
mature trees and numerous other plantings, 
as well as the construction of  a concrete re-
taining wall 5-7 feet high along that portion 
of  the street.

The developer has agreed to discuss 
options with the town but so far the plan-
ning board nor most members of  the Town 
Board want to see the land and foliage deci-
mated for the sidewalk extension.

Closed Session
The September closed session was 

in regard to the Huff  vs. Highlands court 
case which was stayed until Aug. 27, 2023. 
Though that date has come and gone, both 
sides agreed to keep everything as it now 
stands regarding Short-term Rentals until 
the NC legislature discusses two bills that 
will likely be finalized during the short ses-
sion beginning Jan. 2024.

- Kim Lewicki

...TOWN BOARD 
continued from page 19

...BARTRAM
continued from page 25
ner cities like Charlotte, Greensboro, and 
Raleigh, as well as from the southeastern 
catchment area, encompassing Tennessee, 
North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, 
Alabama, Mississippi, and Florida. LBJ 
Job Corps also extends its services to stu-
dents from diverse backgrounds, including 
world refugees from Africa and Burma.

At LBJ Job Corps, students have ac-
cess to a range of  vocations, including of-
fice administration, culinary arts, painting, 
welding, facility maintenance, and brick 
masonry. The career pathways available 
for students encompass entry-level jobs, 
military service, and college education. 

The program also offers advanced 
training opportunities across America, al-
lowing students to hone their skills and 
expertise through apprenticeships with 
institutions like the Forest Service, for a 
hands-on approach to learning.

“The goal of  this partnership is to 
leverage our resources to help at-risk 
students earn a high school diploma and 
complete a technical job skills program 
enroute to finding long-term employ-
ment,” said Moffitt. 

As Bartram Academy embraces its 
new identity as the Home of  the Explor-
ers, this collaboration with LBJ Job Corps 
promises an exciting and fruitful adven-
ture for all students involved, setting the 
stage for a brighter future.
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401 N. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com

info@highlandsiscalling.com
 https://www.facebook.com/CRVRHighlandsiscalling/
 https://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals

 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

11

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery
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K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

3

Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

DARLENE CONLEYDARLENE CONLEY
404.427.2448

MOUNTAIN MOUNTAIN LUXURYLUXURY
Dedicated to finding the 

home you’ve always wanted.

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522

www.highlandsproperties.com

Wei chert. 
REALTORS 

Highlands Properties 

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 2”

Trusted advisors 
providing impeccable 
personalized service

PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORSPAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORS

(404) 219-1349 (404) 219-1349 •• HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC

����Thi*!�
5 Offices across the plateau! 

HIGHLANDS OFFICE 225 MAIN STREET 

PAM NELLIS CELL:828-787-1895
BROKER PAMELA.NELLIS@YAHOO.COM 

Top 5% of 
Brokers 
on MLS
in 2022
(HCBOR)

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA

HATHAWAY 
BERKSHIRE 

I REALTY 
MEADOWS MOUNTAIN 

HOMESEAVICES 

MITZI RAUERS 
Broker / Luxury Collection 
Specialist 
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

Andrea Gabbard
20 Years Experience
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com



Pat Allen 
Broker in Charge 

#1 in the Carolinas #1 in the Country for Independent Firms #1 Small Team Company-wide 2022

Stronger together!
Sr;UT(t HCMLS (.:J R,afTrmd, 

pat@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.9179 
Main Office 
295 Dillard Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828.526.8784 
Julie Osborn 
Broker in Charge 
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co 
m 828.200.6165 
Wildcat Cliffs Office 
5121 Cashiers Road Highlands, NC 28741 828.526.4525 

patallenrealtygroup.com 

cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

Open Year-Round • 7 days a week
343-D Main Street • 526-4035

Open for 
Lunch & 
Dinner

11a-3:30p 
&

5:30-til?

8

9

www.wildthymegourmet.com

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

 5

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

41 Years of Fine Dining

Open for our 
29th season
Wed.-Sun.

Bistro opens at 4p
Dinner begins at 5:30p 

Taste the difference, Always fresh.

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Open Tues.-Sat.
5:30-9p

HIGHLANDS CASHIERS

All clients want the same thing: 
A trusted advisor who listens and 

does what is best for them 
to help achieve their goals.

Coffee and conversation anytime.

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com
210 North Fifth Street, 
Highlands, NC 28731

OF 26,000 SOTHEBY’S INTERNATIONAL REALTY
AGENTS WORLDWIDE, 2023

TOP 100

JODY LOVELL

 Deborah “Bee” Gleeson 
404.307.1415 

BeeGlee4@Gmail.com 
and

Pat Gleeson
828.782.0472 

PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.


