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Brittney Lofthouse
During the March meet-

ing of  the Macon County Board 
of  Education, Macon County 

Schools CTE Director Colleen 
Strickland presented the board 
with details regarding the district’s 
testing and accountability data for 

the 2022-2023 school year that 
was released in September.

The data released by the 
• See REPORT CARD page 22

MC Schools report card ... not great
Highlands School’s grade is up from last year; Jackson County schools also noted

Future of Highlands Playhouse uncertain
By Kim Lewicki

At the March 7 Town Board 
retreat, a representative from 
Moseley Architects presented a 
“Playhouse Re-use Study” outlin-
ing what must be done to bring 
the building up to code and make 
it safe for habitation.

The building is owned by the 
town, so only a nonprofit could 
call the building home, and though 

there is talk of  converting it into 
Town Board chambers, before 
anything can happen it’s in dire 
need of  repair.

Repairs and additions have 
been ad hoc over the years, so to 
bring the building up to code in 
every regard, the price tag is hefty 
- $2,575,000 at $504 per sq. ft. for 
the main building and $450,000 
or $225 per sq. ft. for the for-

mer scene shop and storage metal 
building.

The architect went over every 
inch of  the building inside and out 
pointing out deficiencies, mechani-
cal, electrical, plumbing and exte-
rior and interior problems.

Conditions that need to be 
addressed include exterior siding, 
trim, roof  repairs or replacement, 

• See PLAYHOUSE page 13

Community support 
halts sale of historic Pine 

Grove School property
By Brittney Lofthouse

Dozens of  Macon County 
residents poured into the Macon 
County Courthouse on Tuesday 
night, urging county commission-
ers to reconsider an offer from a 
private citizen to purchase a piece 
of  Macon County history, the old 
Pine Grove School. 

The Pine Grove School has 
a rich history dating back to the 
early 1900s when it was built to 
replace an older schoolhouse that 
had burned down. It served as a 
vital educational center until its 
closure in 1949. The building then 
continued to serve as a polling 
place and eventually fell into disre-
pair by the early 2000s.

Families who still live in the 
Sugarfork area of  the county were 
represented during the meeting, 
with Marci Holland speaking on 
behalf  of  four generations of  
families whose families date back 
to the origin of  the two-room 
school’s construction. Holland 
urged commissioners to reject the 

$100,000 offer to purchase the 
property a developer in Florida 
had made, and to not consider 
any additional offers while mem-
bers of  the community work to 
organize and form a nonprofit to 
again maintain and preserve the 
property. 

The initial offer to purchase 
the property, located at 38 Peeks 
Creek Road, for $100,000 was 
presented during the March meet-
ing of  the Macon County Board 
of  Commissioners. However, at 
the request of  the commission-
ers, the offer was tabled pend-
ing public input. A public hear-
ing was scheduled for the April 
meeting of  the board to further 
discuss the matter. Just prior to 
Tuesday night’s meeting, the of-
fer to purchase the property was 
withdrawn, however members of  
the community still spoke during 
the scheduled public hearing to 
express their support in preserv-
ing the building and “the history 
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I get a lot of  information 
from folks on an array of  
topics, such as electric ve-

hicles, solar energy, water and 
sewer, and, you guessed it, short-
term rentals. I ponder the infor-
mation I receive, and some of  it 
inspires me to think creatively. 

One of  my friends sent me 
an article from the New York 
Times (November 10, 2023) 
about an innovative trend con-
cerning short-term rentals. It 
seems this industry has been 
concerned that in the future the 
country will face a national crisis in not 
having enough short-term rental units. My 
worry has been about not having enough 
workforce housing and long-term rentals. 

It appears Airbnb is taking the lead in 
solving this perceived supply crisis. They 
developed a creative model that harkens 
back to the post-Second World War period 
when returning GIs had no new housing to 
begin a civilian life and family. Levittown 
was the solution, a designed and planned 
suburban community.

Today, we have many it-
erations of  Levittown, high-end 
communities such as Seranbe, 
just outside of  Atlanta, and all 
the senior communities like Dale 
Webb. 

Airbnb said why not build 
a short-term rental town that 
mimics a real, permanent com-
munity and addresses the STR 
supply problem? It happened, 
and an example of  this is Ho-
chatown, which is located within 
the Choctaw Nation, a rural area 
of  Oklahoma. 

Hochatown has a permanent popula-
tion of  about 200 residents, but it swells to 
50,000 STR folks on weekends! Put another 
way, Hochatown routinely grows to about 
the size of  the current Levittown, PA. At 
one time prior to the pandemic, the unin-
corporated Hochatown had about 400 cab-
ins to rent, but not anymore. Now, Hocha-
town is an official, full-service municipality. 

The article points out that Hochatown 
was originally a Choctaw settlement un-
til they were driven out, and white settlers 
moved in to do logging and make moon-
shine. Sound familiar? The town of  Ho-
chatown was relocated in the 1960s when 
the Corps of  Engineers built a dam and 
flooded the original site. Today, Airbnb has 
transformed that little overlooked commu-
nity into a thriving economic boomtown. 
The dam and water are critical elements 
of  that boom, and doubly so today, as STR 
rentals must have hot tubs, pools, and other 
amenities. 

Being in the Cochtaw Nation has its fi-
nancial advantages. The Choctaw Nation is 
building a 238-million-dollar resort and ca-
sino. It’s a win-win for both the Choctaws 
and Airbnb. 

Believe it or not, Hochatown makes 
over a million dollars a month in sales taxes. 
Poor little Highlands will make about 1.6 
million in sales tax for the entire year! What 
would be the benefits and costs for High-
lands to realize such spectacular reve-
nues? Think of  the property taxes for Ma-
con County. The current 12 million dollars 
in county sales taxes would soar to amazing 
levels driven by weekend visitors. Could 
such a development be a win-win for Ma-
con or any county in Western North Caro-
lina? That would be the $64,000 question. 

• See MAYOR page 4

A new way to deal with STRs?
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withwith Mike Kinnebrew

Thursday, April 18

purchase ticketspurchase tickets

Mike Kinnebrew creates stories from 
words that speak a language in song—

songs that ignite. His passion is reflected 
in enthused followers throughout 
the Southeast. Come experience 

this charming singer-songwriter and 
Highlands favorite for yourself.
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20 years experience
Andrea Gabbard
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AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

Nominated for ‘America’s Best’
Top 5% of Brokers in 2022* HCMLS

20 years experience

•Ink Penn• 

Kathy Manos Penn

Don’t miss out on an author’s back list

This week’s read-
ing included earlier 
books by two au-

thors whose later books I 
enjoyed. The first is part of  
a cozy mystery series. The 
second is a standalone nov-
el. Both are set in England, 
but they’re different genres.

Death of  a Cozy Writer
by G. M. Maillet
I read Malliet’s Max Tu-

dor cozy mysteries eons ago 
and had a hankering to check out her St. 
Just series. The Max Tudor series features 
an Anglican priest as the main character. 
Detective Chief  Inspector Arthur St. Just 
is the likeable main character in Book I—
“Death of  a Cozy Writer.” This 2008 en-
try in the series won the Agatha Award for 
Best First Novel and was nominated for 
many other awards, including the Macavity 
and the Anthony.

Set at a house party in a manor house 
in the English countryside, the mystery in-
volves family intrigue that stretches over 
forty years until, of  course, it ends in mur-
der. That a cozy mystery author is a central 
character made my day. I may write cozy 
mysteries, but I’ve yet to be involved in a 
real-life murder mystery and hope I never 
am. Imagining murders is enough for me. 

The author includes a helpful cast of  
characters in the front, and it was reading 
her Max Tudor mysteries that inspired me 
to include one in my books, too. It’s a fea-
ture that my readers often comment on. 
The fifth book in the St. Just series comes 
out later this year, and I plan to read the 
next several so I’m ready.

Ghosted 
by Rosie Walsh

Billed variously as romantic suspense, 

sisters fiction, and women’s 
friendship fiction, this love 
story is a page-turner. Sarah 
and Eddie meet, spend a 
week together, and fall in-
stantly in love. She’s visiting 
England from her home in 
California, and he’s off  on 
a vacation with a friend. 
They plan to connect when 
he returns from his week 
away—but he ghosts her. 

Therein lies the mys-
tery. Is Eddie like every other man who’s 
ghosted a woman? How can that be when 
he expressed his undying love for Sarah? 
She can’t believe he ghosted her and wor-
ries that something awful has happened to 
him. He’s disappeared from social media 
and disconnected his phone. She does 
everything she can to locate him before 
returning heartbroken to California. 

This alternately heartbreaking and 
heartwarming love story-cum-mystery 
kept me guessing until the very end. If  I 
hadn’t already read Walsh’s second book, 
“The Love of  My Life,” I’d be off  to get 
it. It was that 2022 book that sent me in 
search of  “Ghosted,” and I honestly can’t 
say that one is better than the other. My 
hope is that Walsh will soon release a third 
book. 

Meanwhile, I’ve got the St. Just and 
Max Tudor mysteries to keep me busy, 
not to mention all the other books on my 
TBR list.  Can there ever be too many?

Award-winning author Kathy Manos 
Penn is a Georgia resident. Find her cozy 
mysteries at Franklin Office Supply & 
Gifts, and on Amazon. Contact her at ink-
penn119@gmail.com, and follow her on 
Facebook, www.facebook.com/KathyM-
anosPennAuthor/. 

Well, more like the 64-million-dollar ques-
tion. 

So, I will continue to follow this new 
STR concept. It could take the pressure 
off  the many small American towns, like 
Highlands, that have been in the cross-
hairs of  the short-term rental phenom-
enon. Or the opposite might happen. For 
unincorporated communities, heads up, 
there could be an opportunity for tremen-
dous economic development. Such mam-
moth pop-up communities, while generat-
ing economic growth, might create major 
challenges for towns, counties, and states 

in providing services. 
North Carolina, Virginia, and Ten-

nessee are promoting the creation of  
more casinos for regional economic devel-
opment. Could Airbnb and VRBO create 
these new, planned communities as huge 
revenue makers around these casinos? 
Time will tell. Now, only if  the states 
can solve the growing workforce hous-
ing problem, we all will be in a better 
place. 

I will share my ideas about how to 
fund workforce housing later. Stay tuned.

...MAYOR continued from page 2
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404 Whiteside Mountain Road
Highlands, NC 28741 | $4,500,000 | MLS #103762 

Julie Osborn & Pat Allen | 828-200-6165

#1 in the Carolinas#1 in the Carolinas
Since 1957Since 1957

SAPPHIRE OFFICE  |  828.507.3156
CASHIERS OFFICE  |  828.547.0022

WILDCAT CLIFFS OFFICE  |  828.526.4525

HIGHLANDS-DOWNTOWN OFFICE  |  828.526.8784

Scan to see our luxury listingsScan to see our luxury listings

374 Turkey Roost Road
Sapphire, NC 28774 | $2,350,000 | MLS #104023 

Kelly Ramsay & Dan Doughty | 828-556-1252
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Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

highlandermountainhouse.com

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House 

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

MON., TUES., WED.
Closed

THURSDAY
Open

Dinner
5:30-10p

FRIDAY & SATURDAY
Open 

Lunch & Dinner
11:30a to 10p

SUNDAY
Open 

for BRUNCH only
10a to 5p

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar

Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open
Thurs.- Tues.

Closed 
Wednesday 

Lunch: 11a-3:30p 
Dinner: 

5:30p - until

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square • Next to Pine St. Park

Sandwich shop and gourmet food market
Open Year-Round

Mon.-Fri.. 11:30a to 5p • Sat. 12-5p (and during Music in the Park Saturday nights!)

Offering a variety of 
hot and cold specialty sandwiches, 

various salads, desserts and charcuterie pre-
pared by a Johnson & Wales certified chef. Stop 
by and enjoy a hot sandwich, a cup of home-

made soup and a daily pasta salad. We have in-
door and outdoor courtyard seating, and a large 
variety of drink options including wine and beer.

Can’t linger? 
Call (828) 305-7509 to place a pick-up order.

 
d

The Secret Garden

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

41 Years of Fine Dining
Open
5:30-9p

April Hours:
Tues. - Sat.

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807 
wolfgangs.net

Wednesday - Sunday
Bistro Opens at 4pm | Dining Room at 5:30pm

American Cuisine with a  
Creole Twist and German Flair
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Rhodes 

Superette 
Hours: Closed Sun-Tues

 Wed-Fri 9-5:30 
Sat 9:30-4 

HAND CUT STEAKS 
DELI -BAKERY-WINE 
SPECIALTY FOODS & 

MORE 
493 Dillard Rd 

Highlands 

♦ •
828-526-2762

Open:

highlandsburrito.com 
Dine in or Pick up To Go  •  (828) 526-9313

Christopher Mullen
Christopher James Mullen left this life on 

March 31, 2024. He was born on September 14, 
1973, in Oklahoma City, OK. He was the sec-
ond of  three children born to Vicki Dobbins 
Mullen and James Mullen. He was the only boy 
in a family of  girls and the glue that held that 
chaos together. From day one, Chris was the 
best friend of  his sisters, Deborah Mullen and 
Karen Twer. He was his Grandpa Tom’s favor-
ite fishing buddy and his Grandma Louise’s joy. 
As a teen, Chris gained two more sisters, April 
Chester and Alicia Chester, and a bonus mom, 
Janet Chester. 

Home for Chris was North Carolina, where the love 
of  his life, Christy Nix Weller, was a dream come true and 
gave him the best years of  his life. The love between Chris 
and Christy was such an honor for the rest of  us to witness. 
Chris loved his life in Highlands with Christy and her kids. 

He was immensely proud of  Colin Weller and 
always excited to share news of  his accomplish-
ments. Emma Weller had a full-time job keeping 
Chris in line and on his toes, and he absolutely 
loved every minute of  it. He never tried to be 
their dad, but in his heart, they definitely were his 
kids. Chris loved being a part of  Christy’s family. 
The love and support of  Jim and Virginia Nix 
meant so much to him, as did Debbie and Mike 
Wilson’s.

As an uncle, Chris gave three adoring boys 
so much love. He was the first visitor in line at the 

hospital when each of  his nephews were born. To Ethan 
Burton, Colin Burton, and Miles Twer, he was a friend, a 
teacher, a superhero. To his brothers-in-law, Andy Twer and 
Mark Egge, he was always kind and instantly accepting.

Chris loved his family, first and foremost, with such a 
deep love that even he had a hard time saying it. He fought 
so hard to stay. He wanted more time to love us all in per-
son.

Chris will be missed by so many. He was an incredible, 
big hearted, generous, funny and clever man we all love so 
much. A life so full of  love truly is a life well lived. A cel-
ebration of  Chris’ life will be a small affair with laughter, 
stories and love—the way he would have wanted it.

Goodbye, Chris, and thank you. May the waters be 
gentle and the fish plentiful.

In lieu of  flowers, donations to help with medical ex-
penses would be appreciated. Checks payable to Christy 
Weller may be deposited with First Bank in Highlands, NC.

•Letter•
Dear Editor,

There are some brave people in Highlands and not for the 
reasons you may think. 

Anyone who opens a neighborhood business without the 
backing of  a major donor is brave. Highlands is a small com-
munity with less business in winter than in “the season.”

And yet there are those who believe the citizens and visi-
tors to our town deserve places to buy necessities. And we who 
live and visit here are the beneficiaries.

For instance we have only one drugstore in Highlands. 
It has been open for decades serving us with everything from 
pharmacy needs which are life or death prescriptions to lotions, 
pain relievers, bandaids, baby products, vitamins, school sup-
plies and hundreds of  personal care items. They even provide 
walkers and walking sticks, covid and flu shots and makeup.

The brave part is competing with the huge drugstores like 
CVS and Walgreens — insurance giants like United Healthcare 
and Humana. The big guys get government benefits from the 
drug companies, but our little brick and mortar stores have to 
pay more for some popular drugs than they do. And the repay-
ment is not enough to cover the medicine. In other words our 
druggist, Sherry Sims, loses money on some prescriptions. She 
fills our prescriptions but sometimes has to pay the insurer to 
do so. The large drug empires give kickbacks to the big phar-
macies. 

Speaking of  bravery here, there are other brave people 
who have opened small grocery stores with everything we need 
to cook — or the take-out places who we need as much as 
they need us. Need things for your kitchen? Flowers and plants? 
Business products, or a place to dine out? They are all here even 
when there is not a crowd of  shoppers — and all owned and 
managed by local people who brave the odds and take care of  
us year-round. 

Living up here for years has led me to take so much for 
granted. Park in one place and do all errands on foot. Get rec-
ognized by people at the post office. Walk in to a copy place and 
get copies for less than doing it at home. Greet and be greeted 
by those you don’t even know. It is all so pleasant and so easy to 
forget the sacrifices some make to make this life up here work 
so well. Highlands is an unselfish, loving community of  locals 
and transplants who don’t realize how lucky we are and how 
brave others must be to give us this life. 

Glenda Bell
Highlands

Thanks to the ‘brave’ people
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• See INVESTING page 15

WWhheenn  iitt  ccoommeess  ttoo  yyoouurr  hheeaarrtt,,  yyoouu  ddeesseerrvvee  tthhee  bbeesstt  ccaarree  aavvaaiillaabbllee..  
AAtt  MMiissssiioonn  HHeeaalltthh,,  oouurr  aawwaarrdd--wwiinnnniinngg  tteeaamm  ooff  ssppeecciiaalliissttss  pprroovviiddeess  
ppeerrssoonnaalliizzeedd,,  ccoommppaassssiioonnaattee  ttrreeaattmmeenntt  ffoorr  aannyy  hheeaarrtt  ccoonnddiittiioonn  ——  
eevveenn  tthhee  mmoosstt  ccoommpplleexx  oonneess..

• Healthgrades Cardiac Excellence Awards for cardiac surgery &
surgical care

• Recognized as one of America’s 50 Best Hospitals for Cardiac Care
• Achieved the highest rating in three categories from the Society of

Thoracic Surgeons

Scan to learn 
more or visit 
MissionHealth.org/heart

•Investing at 4,118 Ft• 

Carl Romberg
Landmark Realty

LAND FOR 
SALE

Downtown Highlands
4-acres divisible into 6 lots
Wilson Rd, Highlands, NC 
Next to Highlands School 

$695,000

Contact:
Kirill Shapkin

 kirill@damianhallgroup.com
 310.739.5204

Recently, I was asked what 
home improvements 
bring the most return 

for the dollar invested. I did a 
bit of  research and found some 
national results, as well as the im-
provements that bring the least 
amount of  return. Comparing 
those results with my experience 
I have come up with a list that I 
feel is more suited to this mar-
ket, which is quite different from 
most urban markets.

It is said that the front yard, 
living room and kitchen are viewed within 
the first couple of  minutes and will deter-
mine if  the buyer is interested in continuing 
to look at the photos online or the rest of  
the house if  it is an in-person showing. Also, 
when in person, the smell will have as much 
of  an impact, especially with mold as com-
mon as it is here. Taking those items into 
mind helped me come up with my list.

1. Mold removal and crawlspace encap-
sulation. This is high on every buyer’s list 
and well worth the money it costs. Depend-
ing on the type of  mold, it can be unhealthy 
for home inhabitants as well as deteriorate 

Return on home improvements
the structure of  the house if  
left unattended for years. Costs 
vary depending on the extent of  
mold, size of  the crawlspace and 
company used but it can also cut 
on utility costs.

2. Front yard landscaping. 
This is the very first impres-
sion for guests. Trimming back 
trees and shrubs, removal and 
replacement of  dead plants, re-
freshing the lawn and mulching 
beds set the stage for your home. 
Beyond the plants pay attention 

to the hardscape including the driveway, 
walkways, and retaining walls. 

3. The front entry and door. Make sure 
paint is fresh and if  the door is a cheap box 
store purchase, out of  style, doesn’t oper-
ate well, or all of  the above; replace it with 
a nice wood or wood and glass door with 
new hardware.

4. Remove popcorn or stippled ceil-
ings. The cost will vary depending on what 
type of  ceiling you have, if  it has been 
painted or not and if  there is any damage, 
but it is one item that no buyer wants to 
deal with and you might as well enjoy the 
improvement yourself.

5. Remove outdated wallpaper, wallpa-
per borders and repaint any bold colors to 
something more neutral. This is probably 
the least expensive of  improvements and 
can make the biggest difference.

6. Change out dated, damaged or fix-
tures that are not working property includ-
ing light switches and plates; vent covers; 
light fixtures; door and cabinet hardware; 
faucets; and curtain hardware. These don’t 
have to be over the top or expensive but 
can make a huge difference in your home 
feeling up to date.

7. If  your appliances were white and 
are now yellowed, or one of  those 1970s’ 
colors (yes, we still see those), then it’s time 
to update them. Again, you don’t have to 
buy the highest end appliances, but some-
thing that is functional, more efficient and 
up to date will work.

8. Outdoor spaces are still very popu-
lar, so an improvement to a porch or deck; 
or adding a terrace or fire pit. It is said that 
an outdoor kitchen will add $6,000 to the 
sales price of  a house. That is great, unless 
it costs $15,000 to put it in. Personally, I 
have found the roll-down vinyl shades to 
not only extend the usage of  a porch, but 
make it much easier to deal with pollen and 
rain storms and well worth the investment.

9.	 Regarding kitchens and baths, it 
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(828) 526-4663 225 MAIN STREET, HIGHLANDS, NC LAN DMARKRG.COM 

Connecting people, property and community 
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A  SNOS DNA HTRAED NALL
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Spring Home Improvement 2024
14 Home Maintenance Projects to Add to Your Spring To-Do List
Get your home ready for the warmer months with these tasks and tips for indoor 

and outdoor spaces.
Welcome warm weather with these 

essential spring home maintenance tasks. 
With upgrades for both interiors and ex-
teriors, these home improvement projects, 
including cleaning gutters, pressure-washing 
patios, and repairing windows, will keep 
your home in top shape and prepare it 
for hosting guests during warmer months. 
Complete each task yourself  or hire a pro to 
help check things off  your to-do list.
Check Railings, Fences, and Walkway

Winter weather can be hard on drive-
ways, railings, and fences. Check for loose 
railings around the house, but particularly 
those at stairs, which might have provided a 
bit more support than usual during slippery 
winter weather. Pay special attention to rail-
ings secured in concrete, which can crack 
and expand in freezing conditions. Similarly, 
evaluate driveways and sidewalks for any 
cracks and unevenness that could be tripping 
hazards. Also, look over fences to see if  any 

repairs are necessary from things like snow-
blower impacts or a long season of  wind 
blowing on old materials.

Update Windows
Adding weather stripping, repainting, 

and fixing cracked glass will all help make 
sure your windows look good and protect 
your home from the summer heat. If  you’re 
ready for an overhaul, spring is a good time 
to invest in new energy-efficient windows. 
Indoors, try switching out window treat-
ments for something that provides more 
energy savings to the home, like honeycomb 
shades (cellular shades) that block solar heat-
ing but still allow for natural light.

Clear the Roof  and Gutters
“Inspect the roof  for any piles of  leaves 

or debris that may build up on the roof,” say 
Rooster and Travis, the team behind ATL 
Handyman. “Leaves tend to hold moisture, 
which is bad for your roof; simply blowing 
them away with a leaf  blower can save you 
money on leaks and repairs.” While you’re 
up there, check the gutters: look for block-
ages, disconnected sections, holes, or other 
damage that might deter their effectiveness 
during heavy rain.

Start Kitchen Renovation Projects
If  you’re considering a kitchen remodel, 

Jeff  Koenig, owner of  LaBonte Construc-
tion, says this is the best time to get started. 
In the spring and summer, people spend 
more time outside their home. “It’s less in-
trusive on their lifestyle to have their kitchen 
unavailable when they’re going out to eat or 
cooking on the grill,” Koenig says.

Update Exterior Lighting
Days might be getting longer, but out-

door lighting is more important than ever 
as you start taking activities outside. Check 
existing outdoor light fixtures around the 
house and yard (don’t forget the garage) 
and replace any burned-out bulbs or solar 
lights that no longer hold a charge. Make 
sure motion-sensing lights are functioning, 
too. Consider adding lights to pathways and 
drop-offs, like front steps or landscape pe-
rimeters, for maximum safety when it’s dark. 
You can also enhance curb appeal by updat-
ing existing fixtures with a new style.

Refresh Exterior Paint and Stain
Whether touching up your deck or giv-

ing the whole house a new look, spring is a 
great time for painting and staining projects. 

“The weather is usually warming up, but 
not yet reaching those hot summer temps, 
giving homeowners optimal conditions 
to complete a paint or stain project out-
side,” says Erin Bovenzi, associate brand 
manager for Valspar. “Another advantage 
to painting in the spring is that trees and 
shrubbery are just starting to bloom, which 
lessens the possibilities of  landscaping and 
foliage being in the way of  our exterior 
projects.” Bovenzi also notes that spring is 
when more homeowners start putting their 
houses on the market again, and a good-
looking exterior can help increase the value 
of  the home.

The 9 Best Deck Stains of  2024 to 
Protect and Revive Your Deck

Service the Air Conditioner
Air conditioners work hard in the 

summer–and so do AC technicians. Koe-
nig recommends beating the busy time by 
having your air conditioner serviced early, 
rather than later when service rates are 
higher and wait times are longer. A full AC 
tune-up includes cleaning condenser coils, 
checking coolant, replacing air filters and 
faulty parts, and more. For window AC 
units, this how-to guide will help you do a 
good DIY seasonal cleaning.

Prep Outdoor Irrigation
Spring means it’s time to turn outdoor 

water back on and take a close look at sys-
tems that use it, say the pair at ATL Handy-
man. Replace or repair leaky, cracked hoses 
and spigots, and be sure to check sprinklers 
and irrigation systems. “Water freezes over 
the winter and it’s best to check for any wa-
ter leaks or any pipes that may have burst,” 
say Rooster and Travis. Test that auto tim-
ers and scheduling systems are working–
and then look that all sprinkler heads are 
up, undamaged, and functioning properly.

Set a Post-Spring Cleaning Schedule
Spring cleaning includes a number of  

small home maintenance activities around 
the house, and it’s a great opportunity to 
make sure everything is in good order. 
Lela Burris of  Organized-ish recommends 
keeping that momentum going all year by 
setting a cleaning routine as the last step of  
your spring cleaning process. “Basic clean-
ing tasks like dusting, sweeping, and de-
cluttering should be added to the schedule 
weekly, and less frequent tasks like cleaning 
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the refrigerator or wiping baseboards can 
be put on a rotating biweekly or monthly 
schedule,” says Burris. She also suggests 
starting spring cleaning in the primary bed-
room. “It gives you a relaxing place to crash 
after a long day of  working on other spac-
es,” she says. “It also motivates you to keep 
going with the rest of  the home.”

Fix Damaged Screens
Screens on windows and doors keep 

bugs and debris outside, so that you can 
open your home to fresh air. But they eas-
ily fall victim to pet claws, weakening due 
to tension over time, and even some hun-
gry insects. Get ready for that first warm 
spring day by looking over your screens and 
making repairs or replacements as need-
ed. Spring is also a great time to enhance 
outdoor entertaining by installing porch 
screens.

Power-Wash Surfaces
A thorough pressure washing will 

have the exterior of  your home renewed 
for the season. It’s a fast way to get rid of  
salt and grime that builds up over the win-
ter months. Many surfaces, including drive-
ways, concrete pavers, decks, and siding, 
can be power-washed.

Install or Update Ceiling Fans
Ceiling fan installations are a common 

springtime request for ATLHandyman. 
Fans offer a quick and easy style update 
that also prepares a space to combat heat in 
the coming months. Plus, fans also contrib-
ute to a home’s energy savings by produc-
ing a windchill effect that can help people 
feel cooler than the actual temperature. If  
you already have one, make sure the fan is 
turning the right direction.

Tackle Outdoor Landscaping
Caring for your yard and garden is 

definitely a year-round activity, but there’s 
some particular finesse to reviving land-
scaping after cold, wet months. Between 
pruning, planting, and fertilizing, there are 
a number of  tasks to ready the yard. This 
spring gardening checklist is organized 
from early- to late- spring, so you won’t 
miss a beat. While you’re outside, be sure to 
remove debris around the AC unit so it can 
run most effectively and efficiently.

Address the Mailbox
Koenig says a common springtime 

complaint is that street-adjacent mailbox-
es get pretty beat up (or entirely knocked 
down) during snow collection and remov-
al. Landscaping around the area might be 
damaged as well. Once the snow piles are 
gone, check to make sure your mailbox is 
upright, sturdy, and the door can open and 
close easily. If  it’s a lost cause, try building a 
custom mailbox.

Note: Need help with projects? Check 
out our Service Directory on pages 20 and 
21.
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April Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8a to 5p
(Across from the Post Office)

135 Franklin Road
828-526-3956

Specializing in 
Custom Garage Doors & Automatic Openers 

Owner: Steve Raby • 7290 Highlands Rd • Franklin

Installation • Service • Repair
828-369-5014

Commercial Residential

Storefront • Plate Glass • Mirrors
Custom Shower Doors • Insulated Glass 
Custom Mirrors • Tabletops • Sun Rooms 

Replacement of Fogged Glass 
Insulated Units

(828) 349-0088
www.glassshoppe.com

David Lewis, owner
3145 Old Murphy Road

Franklin, NC

Spring Home Improvement 2024
How to Pick Plants That Will Thrive in 

Your Climate

StatePoint) When choosing what kind of  plants to 
put down in your yard, you likely focus on the what and 
the where. After all, a beautiful plant in a prime location en-
hances curb appeal and even bragging rights.

You may pay less attention though to understand-
ing your plant hardiness zone and all the ramifications that 
come with it. To help ensure your plants don’t just survive, 
but thrive, the experts at lawn care equipment manufacturer 
Exmark are sharing the following insights about plant hardi-
ness:

What is Plant Hardiness?
The secret to growing healthier plants is called plant 

hardiness. Plant hardiness is the ability of  a plant to survive 
adverse growing conditions such as drought, flooding, heat 
and cold. Ever watched with frustration as a late-season tem-
perature dip leaves your beautiful buds with a serious case of  
frostbite? That’s why plant hardiness zones were developed.

American farming contributes billions of  dollars to the 
gross national product every year, which is one reason why 
the USDA has long monitored weather data. If  determining 
when the average final frost may occur for every region in 
the country is worth billions, what could that same knowl-
edge mean for your garden? Well, choosing plants with har-
diness levels appropriate to specific planting zones gives you 
the best chance of  gardening and landscaping success.

What is My Growing Zone?
The United States is divided into 13 zones. Zones 1-6 

being the coldest, and 7-13 the warmest. Zone 1 averages 
-60 degrees F while zone 13 never drops below 70 degrees F. 
A general guideline is to plant anything designated for your 
zone or lower, but never higher. Know what zone you live in, 
and be sure to always check the tag on the back of  the plant 
or seed pack before planting anything.

Hardiness zones can help you decide which plants will thrive in your climate.
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...PLAYHOUSE from page 1
Your One-Stop 
Garden Shop

Celebrating 30 
Years!

Colorful Perennials

Assorted Pottery

Colorful Annuals

2460 Cashiers Road • Highlands • 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com • Mon.-Sat. 8a to 5p

New Inventory Arriving DAILY!

Home Improvement 2024

HOT SPRINGS POOLS 
and Spas 

#1 Choice for Pools in the Southeast
Expert installation, ongoing 

maintenance, and reliable repair services 
for all things Hot Tubs and Pools.

556 Highlands Rd Franklin, NC
828.369.2871 

April 12 - 20

HOT TUBS / RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL

Enter a Drawing for a 
Madison 2-3 person indoor Sauna!

Winner will be chosen 
M o n d a y ,  A p r i l  2 2M o n d a y ,  A p r i l  2 2

• Spa Deals up to $1,500 off 
• Free salt system, cover lifter, and step 

with spa purchase
• Chemicals & Accessories 15% off

• Hot Spring Spas, Caldera Spas, and 
Endless Pools Swim Spas

• Pool & Spa Chemicals & Accessories
• We service & maintain ALL brands 

of Spas

 

Perennials Versus Annuals
There’s a reason you see palm trees in Miami, not 

Minnetonka, Minn. In the case of  perennials, it’s not about 
when the first frost is, but how cold it gets, and whether 
that plant can survive and thrive through winter.

Plant hardiness zones are less important however 
when it comes to annuals. Because these plants are only 
meant to last the length of  one growing season; waiting 
until after the average first frost date will save you from 
having to re-plant. Know that even if  your plant survives 
the frost, it may never match the photo you saw advertised 
at the nursery.

Planting Zone Rule of  Thumb
Plant hardiness zone maps are, well, all over the map. 

Consider the number assigned to your zip code as a starting 
point. You may live right at the break between one zone 
and the other. Remember that it’s better to guess too low, 

than too high. In the South, the heat can put real stress on 
a plant not made for it. Your particular geography can also 
affect your hardiness zone, like if  you live on a hill or in a 
valley.

For more insights, check out the USDA Plant Hardi-
ness Zone Map, and watch “Find Your Plant Hardiness 
Zone,” a recent episode of  “Backyard Smart,” an original 
series from lawn care equipment manufacturer, Exmark. 
To watch the video, visit Backyard Life, which is part of  
a unique multimedia destination with a focus on helping 
homeowners improve their outdoor living spaces. There you 
can also download additional tips and view other Exmark 
Original Series videos.

Understanding what plants will thrive in your climate is 
essential to having a healthy lawn and garden. Fortunately, 
free resources abound to help you garden and landscape 
successfully.

and repairs to the ceramic steps leading up to the building.
He said the existing decks on the Oak Street side and 

the parking lot side between the theatre and the scene shop 
must be reworked because both include obstructions and 
they – like the rest of  the building aren’t ADA compliant.

In the auditorium, the floor and subfloor, pit, and 
crawl space should be demolished and replaced with a new 
level slab throughout.

Interior finishes need to be removed and replaced 
with interior sheathing, and spray foam insulation.

The ceiling is a series of  different materials and has 
holes so it needs to be demolished and replaced. 

Existing supply water and drain piping is exposed, 
undersized, uninsulated with missing commercial code el-
ements – everything is currently residential grade. 

As to mechanical aspects, he said all systems should 
be replaced with new equipment that provides required 
ventilation concealed by the new construction. 

Since none of  the electrical elements are in code, all 
wiring and conduit should be concealed and electric panels 
need to be relocated and replaced.

He suggested LED lighting, new egress and emer-
gency lights, a new fire alarm and fire detection system, 
and a sprinkler system.

Evidently, the existing 1931 structure appears to be 
original but as such doesn’t meet current building codes. 
For instance, he said the foundation, which is sitting on 
rocks, isn’t “attached.”

“Though the change in occupancy may not cause or 
require the existing structure to be repaired or upgraded it 
is still recommended that voluntary upgrades be made to 
preserve the building,” he said. 

The commissioners were quiet throughout the pre-
sentation, but once over, Commissioner Jeff  Weller said 
since the metal building scene shop wasn’t part of  the 
historical structure, he wouldn’t consider investing any 
money into its restoration.

It’s likely the restoration of  the Playhouse will be dis-
cussed during the 2024-’25 budget process. The first budget 
worksession is Thursday, April 11 at 3 p.m. at the Rec Park.
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Spring Home Improvement

Atlanta • Highlands • Cashiers

Specializing in Kitchen Design & Cabinets
2 Certified Kitchen & Bath Designers

on staff

melinda@melindabarber.com
www.melindabarber.com

ASID Interior Designers 
Offering Full Designer Services

Cabinets • Kitchen • Bath • Furniture
In-home Consultation 

828-226-2083

6 Home Improvement Trends to Watch in 2024
By Aly J. Yale

For many homeowners, 2024 will be the year of  home 
improvement. With mortgage rates sitting well above 6%, 
most aren’t willing to enter the housing market – which 
would mean essentially swapping their sub-4% mortgage 
rates for much higher ones.

Instead, renovating their existing homes will make 
more sense – allowing them to hold onto those low rates 
while making their properties more comfortable, livable 
and convenient.

Are you thinking of  updating your home this year? 
Here are the six home improvement trends you should 
have on your radar.

Biophilic Design
Biophilic design – which incorporates elements of  na-

ture into a home’s decor — has been a growing trend in 
recent years, and 2024 will likely be no different.

“We expect to see one of  the top interior design 
trends in 2024 to be a marked increase in biophilic design,” 
says Greg Roth, senior interior designer at CarbonShack 
Design in Los Angeles. “The recent uptick in interior de-
sign elements that connect us to nature – either visually, 
physically or referentially – will grow stronger as home fur-
nishings brand, manufacturers and designers continue to 
embrace the importance of  environmental stewardship.”

Some examples Roth says to look out for: nature-in-
spired patterns, skylights that let in more sunlight and bi-
fold doors that “dissolve barriers between the inside and 
outside.”

Goodbye Grays
Gray tones have been a hot decor hue for years now, 

but it seems the color’s days are numbered.
“The biggest trend I’m seeing is grays going away,” 

says Matt Boden, owner of  Fresh Coat Painters in Tampa, 
Florida. Instead, Boden says, he’s getting more requests for 
vivid colors – like yellows and blues.

“With so much going on in the world, blue provides 
a calming influence,” says Mitchell Parker, senior editor at 
home design platform Houzz. Parker says that neutral col-
ors – like beiges, creamy off-whites and rich browns are 
getting popular, too.

“By far the most talked-about trend happening now 
is the move away from cool grays and stark whites,” he 
says. “We first predicted this infusion in the kitchen, but 
the look is beginning to dominate throughout the home to 
offer a calmer, more welcoming environment.”

ADUs and In-Law Suites
Adding space for in-laws, grown children or even nan-

nies is going to be a big priority in 2024, as few home-
owners will look to buy bigger houses, choosing to expand 
their existing one instead.

There are many options for adding this space – in-

cluding accessory dwelling units (ADUs), guest houses or 
even garage apartments. In 2023, interest in garage apart-
ments surged 43%, according to The Plan Collection, a 
housing plan development company.

“The most popular remodeling project I see is to cre-
ate a separate space for in-laws or au pairs or adult chil-
dren who are returning home after college,” says Christa 
Kenin, a real estate agent with Douglass Elliman in New 
Canaan, Connecticut. “This space features a bedroom 
and bathroom and is separate from the main living area, 
sometimes with a separate entrance.”

Fluted Cabinets
If  you’re thinking of  giving your kitchen or bath-

room a facelift, Parker says fluted wood cabinets – which 
feature vertical molding, reminiscent of  Greek columns 
– may be worth consideration.

According to Parker, fluted details have been big 
at design shows over the last year and can make a bold 
statement under kitchen island countertops, on bathroom 
vanities and even as part of  dining room furniture. “It 
adds visual texture and interest,” he says.

All the Office Space
According to U.S. Census Bureau data, just over a 

quarter of  Americans are still working remotely – at least 
for part of  the week. For this group, having a well-ap-
pointed home office (or even several) will be key this year.

“With more people still working from home, we 
continue to see high demand for office spaces – meaning 
multiple spaces and on different floors,” Kenin says.

Kenin is currently selling a home with just that – 
three home offices across three floors. The first office is 
on the main floor and offers French-door views of  the 
family room next door. The others are housed in built-
out attic and basement spaces.

“Buyers are responding very favorably to these op-
tions,” Kenin says. “Parents with young kids imagine us-
ing the office on the main level when needing to keep an 
eye on their children while working, and then appreciate 
the quieter options for conference calls and Zooms.”

Small Porches and Decks
Homeowners are increasingly looking to add out-

door areas for gathering and relaxing. According to Park-
er, searches on Houzz for “small screened-in porch ideas” 
are up over 500%, while searches for “small backyard pa-
tio” and “small front porch” have increased as well.

“A focus on outdoor space remains,” Kenin says. 
“Outdoor spaces with multiple lounging and dining areas 
are in demand – plus spaces for outdoor recreation.”

Parker recommends turning unused side yards or en-
try areas into small decks or patios, while homeowners 
with more space can add larger decks further removed 
from the house to “enjoy a more secluded retreat.”
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•Biz/Org News•

New art, furniture and decor. We’ve been getting 
some amazing shipments in. Come shop with us!

Open Friday & Saturday 12-4p

HIGHLANDS STORE

Let Us Help You
Freshen Up Your 

Home Decor
this Spring!

ACP Home Interiors
1990 Dillard Road, Highlands, NC

828-526-4500

Follow ACP Highlands on Facebook
and Instagram for Specials

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Let us help you make your house ... your home.

https://www.acphomeinteriors.com
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has been found that luxury baths or kitch-
ens specific to an owner’s taste don’t usu-
ally increase the value by the same amount 
that they cost. If  you are going to be in 
the house for a long time, that can be 
fine. However, if  you are planning to sell 
soon, it is best to keep things simple. I did 
find that typically a house advertised with 
soapstone countertops increased the value 
by 3%; and that beverage centers are more 
popular than wine coolers, but I question 
if  that is the case here!

10.	 Finally, maintenance as an item. 
It isn’t worth doing any of  the improve-
ments above if  you don’t maintain your 
home. Replace the HVAC if  old and inef-
ficient. Repair rotten wood and keep the 
paint and stain fresh. Fix any roof  leaks or 
replace the roof  and clean the gutters. A 
well-maintained home can be more desir-
able than one with a new kitchen, espe-
cially if  it isn’t to a buyer’s taste.

I don’t think that any of  these items 
have huge costs associated with them and 
that you should be able to at least get your 
cost out of  them when you decide to sell. 
It should be noted that these are all going 
to vary from house to house depending 
on the location, price range, type of  house 
(cabin vs. estate home), etc. Take your 
time to do research and feel free to call 
on a Realtor for professional advice if  you 

have questions. 
• Carl Romberg is the Broker-in-Charge of  

Landmark Realty Group’s Highlands Office and 
a Resort and Second Home Property Specialist 
(RSPS). Stop by his office on Main Street to say 
hello or reach him at 678-936-9309 or carl@land-
markrg.com. 

...INVESTING continued from page 8

From left: Mark Chmar, President Dave O’Harra, Billy Love. 

Last week at the Rotary Club of Highlands weekly lunch meeting, the club was honored to 
host Billy Love, the Deputy Executive Director of the Bascom, A Center for the Visual Arts. 
As of this summer, Billy will mark 10 years as a part of the Bascom. He shared with the club 
all the upcoming events as well as talking about the center’s outreach and classes, the pottery 
barn, and the numerous exhibitions planned for this season. The Bascom is open and free to 
the public with much to see, enjoy, and opportunities to learn. For a schedule of events and 
exhibitions, visit their website www.bascom.org or call 828-526-4949.                                                                                         

Rotary hears about The Bascom
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•Highlands Area Events•
For more information about Rec 

Park activities, call Lester Norris or Jan-
ice Mathis at 828-526-3556. 

Mon.-Fri.
• Pickle Ball will be played inside the Rec-

reation Center Mon.-Fri., 10am-1pm for the 
winter. 

POOL SCHEDULE
• Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri., 6.-9:45a, and 

Sat.,10a-11p - 6 lanes. Water Aerobics: 18 yrs 
plus, Mon.-Fri. 10 -11am with Karen Cham-
bers. Adult Swim: 18 years old+, Mon.-Thurs 
11a-3:30p and Fri., 11a-1:30p. Public Swim 
Mon.- Thurs. 3:30-7p; Sat. 11a-6p and Sun. 
1-6p. For info, call 828-526-1595.

MEETINGS ALL WEEK
• Highlands/ Cashiers Alcoholics Anony-

mous “Open Meetings” are for anyone who 
thinks they may have a drinking problem or 
for anyone interested in the A.A. recovery 
program. Open meetings are held in Highlands 
@ the 1st Presbyterian Church, 471 Main St., 
on Monday at 5:30 p.m. and on Wednesday & 
Fridays @ 12:00 noon. Open in person meet-
ings are held in Cashiers @ the Albert Carl-
ton Cashiers Community Library, 249 Frank 
Allen Rd. on Sunday at 5:00 pm, on Tuesday @ 
7:00 pm, on Friday at 5:00 pm and on Saturday 
at 9:00 am. Cashiers Open ZOOM Meetings 
are on Wednesday @ 700 pm. ZOOM ROOM 
921 817 2966 PASSWORD CVG2020. For 
more information please visit our website 

www.aawnc80.org or to speak with a member 
of A.A. 24/7 call our HELP Line 828 349-4357.

Mountain Findings Hours
April & May: Fri. and Sat.10a to 1p. June: 

Thurs.-Sat. ,10a to1p.
Mon.-Fri.
• Nantahala Tennis plays at the Highlands 

Rec Park 9a-1p.
Mon-Wed-Fri
• Aerobics with Tina Rogers 8-9am at the 

Rec Park.
• Heart Healthy Exercise Class at the Rec 

Park 8:30-9:30am. The cost for the class is $25 
a month. The class is led by Cathy Hodgson. 
Contact the Recreation Department at 828-
526-3556 for more information.

Second Mondays
• The local chapter of PEO, an off-campus 

sorority founded in the 1800s that provides 
grants and loans to women with financial need 
who want to return to school or further their 
education meets at 10 a.m. More meeting 
places call president Paula McDonald at 706-
372-3004 

• Indivisible Highlands from 5:15-6:15pm 
at the Hudson Library Meeting Room. 

2nd Tuesdays
• Highlands Writers Group meets on al-

ternate Tuesday afternoons at 3pm. Writers 
still uncomfortable with in-person gatherings 
may participate via Zoom meetings For more 
information contact Bud Katz at either 828-

526-3190 or at budandlynn@me.com 
Tuesdays
• Strength Training at the Rec Park 8:15-

9:15 am. Aim for strong, lean muscles using 
light weights, body weight, and high repetition 
to shape and tone. Learn proper form and 
range of motion to safely target all muscle 
groups for a metabolic boost and feel great. 

• At Hudson Library, Nature Kids on se-
lected Tuesday mornings, For more info call the 
Hudson Library at 828-526-3031

• At Wayfarers Chapel, Workshop for 
Writers – Tuesdays from 5-6:30 PM. Facilitated 
by Sam Renken, this group has a simple mis-
sion: to foster and provide consistent com-
munity for local writers thereby giving writ-
ers of all ages and genres the opportunity to 
write, read, revise, and present their work to 
the group.

• ESL classes are held at the Presbyte-
rian Church in Highlands from 6:30-7:30pm. 
No registration required – just show up and 
participate. Questions? call 828-526-0863 or 
email info@maconncliteracy.org

Wednesdays
• Hudson Library, in partnership with 

VAYA Health, is hosting an educational series 
on adult mental health topics, held on the first 
Wednesday of each month at 11 AM. This se-
ries is aimed particularly at older adults and 
will focus on mental health topics of particular 
interest to them, but all ages are welcome to 

attend. The November 1 program is Demen-
tia: A Deeper Understanding. Reservations 
are required for this free event. To register, 
stop by the library or call 828-526-3031. 

2nd & 4th Wed.
• Digital Navigators will be at the Hudson 

Library the second and fourth Wednesdays 
1PM - 3PM of each month to help patrons 
with their tech needs. Bring a smartphone, 
laptop, or other digital device to receive free 
assistance and support.   No appointments 
are required - all are welcome.

• Pickle Ball inside and outside at the 
Rec Park. 10am-1pm, everyone is welcome so 
come out and enjoy a game of Pickle Ball.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.
• The Food Pantry behind the Methodist 

Church on Spring Street is open from 10a-6p.
• Exercise Class with Michelle Lane at 

the Rec Park at 5:30. A combination class 
with different types of exercise. Contact the 
Recreation Department at 828-526-3556 for 
more information

2nd & 4th Thursdays
• Hudson Library is hosting a new pro-

gram for dementia caregivers. On the second 
and fourth Thursday of each month, you are 
invited to join the Dementia Caregivers Sup-
port Group, a welcoming group of people 
that understand what you are going through. 
They come together to offer each other sup-
port, resources, and a listening ear. Modera-

HIGHLANDS 
ELEV. 4II8 I THE HEART OF HAPPINESS 

Join us! 
Saturday, April 13 
8:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
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Artistic Charcuterie for Corporate Events, Private Parties, Anytime and Any Size!

The Secret is Out! 
Our Charcuterie Boards are the Best!

Place Your Order Today!
(828) 305-7509

       at The Secret Garden
  208 N. 5th St. Village Square

•Highlands Area Events•
tors Chris and Fred ensure that the group is a 
safe place for judgement-free discussion. The 
next meeting of the Dementia Caregivers 
Support Group is February 22 at 10:15 AM at 
Hudson Library. For more information about 
the group, contact Chris at 772-473-1088.

 Thursdays
• Kickboxing 8:15-9:15 am. at the Rec 

Park. An exhilarating and fun mix of martial 
arts for a calorie-burning workout. Learn the 
proper form and technique to execute jabs, 
hooks, uppercuts, and front and side round-
house kicks in a non-contact setting. No mar-
tial arts background necessary Contact the 
Recreation Department at 828-526-3556 for 
more info.

• At Hudson Library, Family Storytime 
continues throughout the year on Thursday 
mornings at 10:40 AM. 

• At Hudson Library, Kids Zone at 3:30 
pm with a wide variety of STEAM, nature, and 
craft activities. For more information about 
any of these summer activities, contact Hud-
son Library at 828-526-3031.

Saturdays
• Story Ballet - a gentle ballet & creative 

movement class for Children 3-4. The flow of 
class follows a story or theme that changes 
each month, engaging imaginations! Saturday 
5:30-6:30pm. 828-421-6720

• Adult Ballet - crafted for beginners, but 
mindfully taught for all levels. Ballet is an ex-
cellent way to move, grow stronger, improve 
balance, flexibility and coordination while 
having fun. 6:30-7:30pm. 828-421-6720.

2nd Saturdays
• The Western North Carolina Wood-

turners Club meets in Highlands at The Bas-
com at 10 a.m. thru Nov.

3rd Saturdays
• The American Legion Post 370 meets 

at the First Methodist Church at 315 Main 

St. in their community room/909 chapel. We 
serve breakfast at 9 AM and hold our monthly 
meeting at 10 AM. We invite ALL veterans to 
attend - email ncpost370@gmail.com for more 
information or just join us at 9 AM on the 3rd 
Saturday of the month.

Sundays
• At Wayfarers Chapel, Sunday Service: 10 

AM Sunday Morning. Stick around for visita-
tion and coffee hour immediately after service. 
(Coffee hour is replaced by potluck dinner the 
1st Sunday of each month).

Thurs., April 11
• “Survival Tricks of the Trail” is presented 

by award-winning author and survivor, Mark 
Warren at MC Public Library on Siler Road 
at 6pm. He reached national as a nature edu-
cator and wilderness athlete. Mark teaches 
nature classes and primitive survival skills at 
the nationally renowned wilderness school in 
southern Appalachia, Medicine Bow. Come join 
us to have a few tricks and a fun time. All are 
welcome to attend and open to the general 
public. A free raffle will be given at the program. 

• The MC Public Library hosts a free Hip-
Hop Dance Class for children and young fami-
lies Thursday at 3:30 p.m., with dance teacher 
and lifelong dancer Emily HIgdon.  The class 
is geared to youth age six-twelve; adults are 
encouraged to participate with their children.  
This event is a Library and Arts Council part-
nership.  Details at 828-524-3600.

Fri. April 12
• Great Art on Screen - Titian, the empire 

of color, at PAC at 5:30 p.m. For tickets visit 
www.HighlandsPerformingArts.com

Sat., April 13
• Plateau Pickup 8:30a-noon. Meet in K-H 

Founders Park on Pine Street for a light break-
fast and lunch will be provided after. Partici-
pants receive a free t-shirt. To participate send 
an email to events@highlandschamber.org.

April 15-19
• The Town of Highlands will conduct its 

annual white goods pickup. During this week, 
the town will come to a residence and pick up 
any used appliances such as washing machines, 
stoves, or other appliances. Please call Town 
Hall at (828) 526 – 2118 for more information. 
The town will recycle the metal of these de-
funct machines. Money from the recycling effort 
will help defray some of the program’s costs. 

Thurs., April 18
• OEI’s The Orchard Sessions with Mike 

Kinnebrew at The Farm. Indie folk fueled by 
soulful inspiration. Light bites, a cash bar 6-8 
p.m. $40. Book Online:  https://www.simpletix.
com/e/mike-kinnebrew-orchard-sessions-at-
the-far-tickets-149347

Fri., April 19
• Senior Lunch will be Friday at noon at 

the Rec Dept in the Meeting Room. For any 
other information call Lester Norris or Janice 
Mathis at 828-526-3556.

Sun. April 21
• Volunteers needed for Cashiers Litter 

Clean Up from 1-4 p.m. Sunday. f available, 
email Bob Lewis at Bob@BobLewis Manage-
ment or call 404-219-1785. 

Fri.-Sun., April 26-28
• PAC Educational Theatre presents Oli-

ver. Opening Night Gala 6p, show at 7p; Sat, a7 
p.m. and Sun., 3 p.m. For tickets go to www.
highlandsperformingarts.com.

REJUVENATE 
LASER CENTER 

• Botox/Dermal Fillers• Body Contouring• Chemical Peels• Dermaplaning• Electrolysis• Facials• Kybella Injections• Laser Hair Removal• Laser Skin Resurfacing

Obagi and RLC Skincare Products available 

TURN 
BACK 
TIME 

Free 
Consultations 

• Laser Tattoo Removal• Microdermabrasion• Microneedling• Pelleve• Photofacial/IPL• PicoSure Focus Laser• Sclerotherapy• Vitamin Infusion Therapy• Vitamin Injections
RejuvenateLaserCenter.com I 209 Hospital Dr, Suite #202, Highlands NC I 828-482-4430
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Proverbs 3:5 • Places to Worship • John 3:16
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315

Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m. Worship; Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Rev’d Dr. Michael Matlock, Rector 
464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717

CAC@christanglicancashiers.org & 828-743-1701
Sundays: 9:30 am Adult Christian Formation;

10:30 am Holy Eucharist Worship
Wednesdays: 6 pm Bible Study, Prayer, Potluck

Thursdays: 11:30 am Healing Eucharist
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Jacob Tedder jacob@cashiers.church • 743-5470

www.cashiers.church
Sun.10:45am.; Wed. 5:15 pm supper and teaching.

Contact Ellen@cashiers.church for add’l programming
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sundays: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am

Wednesdays: Youth 5:30-7pm; Women’s Bible Study: Mondays 
4:30pm, Tuesdays 10am; Men’s Bible Study: Wednesdays & 

Thursdays 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY

706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org

Sunday: Rite I, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite II with Choir 10:30 
am in Sanctuary, Wed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, Morn-

ing Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Women’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Emily Wilmarth, pastor 
828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org

Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.
Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m. Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
4673 Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 

Pastor Jeremy Queen 
Sunday: Worship 11a & 6p. Sun. School 5 p.m.

Wed. Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road

Highlandscentralbaptist.org • 828-526-0774
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a & 6p.Wed. Worship is 6p

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor & Rev. Christine Murphy 

526-3376
In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services

 909a Bluegrass and 11a Traditional
 www.highlandsmethodist.org

HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741

Rev. Ken Langsdorf
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.

Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.

MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin • 828-634-1312 • mountainsynagoguewnc.com.

Services: 1st /Fri. and 3rd Sat. 
and Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur. 
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.  

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Tues. - 9:30am; Thurs. - 9:30am; Sun. - 11am 

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Sun. 9a; Mon. 9:30a (Latin); Wed. 9:30a
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD

1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood
Sunday Services: 8a. 9:30 & 11a

Visit our website www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com for 
schedules of activities. 

Our Bazaar Barn supports outreach in the community. 
Open Thurs., Fri. Sat. 10a -2p.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

Michael D. Matlock 
Rector
Christ Anglican Church

The purpose of 
the Bible

- John 20:31

During this Easter season, let’s get back to the basics 
by exploring the Bible in fresh ways. Have you ever 
asked yourself  what is the purpose of  the Bible? St. 

John’s Gospel at least tells us what its purpose is. 
In the Gospel of  John, Chapter 20, verses 30-31, we 

read: “Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of  
the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these 
are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of  God, and that by believing you may life in his 
name.” 

The Bible sets out to give the good news: that when we 
place our trust in Christ alone, surrender our lives to him, 
and follow him, we will have life, and have life to the fullest. 
Let’s look at three of  the “basics” about the Bible.

First, the Bible informs about the nature of  Jesus. Very 
simply, the Gospels show us the humanity of  Jesus—the 
real man who shared our living and dying human nature. 
The apostle Paul, in his New Testament books, supplies ad-
ditional theological truth about Jesus—that Jesus is truly the 
Christ, the Son of  God. The early Church fathers—taking 
the Gospels and Paul’s theology into consideration--insisted 
on the inseparability of  the two natures of  Jesus of  Naza-
reth, the human and divine. The risen Jesus is the cruci-
fied Jesus, and his glory means the whole significance of  
the cross is ratified by God himself. We may not understand 
how Jesus can be both human and divine, but we must ac-
cept it is true, because the Bible tells us it is true.

Second, the Bible informs us about believing in Jesus. 
In the Gospel of  John, in Chapter 21, Jesus tells Peter to 
“follow me.” This following is how Peter shows he believes 
in Jesus, and in the “following” Peter obeys Jesus. Follow-
ing implies trust, and trust implies trustworthiness. Once 
again, we might not understand everything about Jesus, but 
we must follow this Jesus of  Nazareth if  we believe in him, 
because that is what the Bible, God’s Word, tells us to do. 

Third, the Bible informs us that by believing and fol-
lowing Jesus we will have life. Folks, this means we get to 
have eternal life, and eternal life starts in the here and now, 
not after we die. The good news or gospel is that God loves 
us as we are right now. His redemptive love is so complete 
that it tenderly embraces us, and while we are being held in 
God’s embrace, we then desire him so much to remain in 
that embrace that we allow him to transform us, and then 
we—being so transformed—simply no longer desire to go 
back to life as we once knew it. God does not love us if  we 
change; God loves so that we are able to change. And God’s 
love is an extravagant love so freely given that when received 
by us it causes a change in us that sets us totally free—free 
to have “life in his name.” 

If  you can accept what you may not fully understand 
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•Police & Fire Reports•
Highlands Police entries from 

April 1. Only the names of persons 
arrested, issued a summons/cita-
tion, issued a Class-3 misdemeanor 
or those of public officials have been 
used. 

April 1
• At 5 p.m., officers responded to a 

report of wire fraud and swindling when 
someone withdrew money ($701) with-
out permission.

• At 8:45 p.m., Sarah Anne Rutter, 29, of 
Highlands, was arrested for driving without 
a license when she was stopped on Oak 
Street near The Bascom. She was issued a 
$1,000 secured bond. Her trial date is June 
5.

April 4
• At 10:48 p.m., Hernan Gustavo Villota 

Jaramillo, 50, of Cashiers, was arrested for 
DUI, consuming from an open container 
and speeding when he was stopped on N. 

• Incredible Views
• Par 72 Championship Course  

stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
• Open Daily • Year-Round • Public Golf 

2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta • 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC

For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals, 
please call 706-746-5302 

www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

 The Coolest Golf Course  
in Georgia 

I’m baaaaaack again!
With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!

Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a fresh Gyro! 

Salads • Pitas • Burgers • Philly Cheese Steak • Shrimp Pita • Susan’s Rueben 
Italian Sausage • Chicken Wings • Appalachian Fries • Onion Rings • Fried Shrimp 

Fish n’ Chips • Chicken Fingers and more!

Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! • 828-482-1513 
462 Dillard Road, Highlands (across from Dusty’s)

Lunch
Tues. - Sat.

11a to 3p

Bronze sculpture • Paintings 
Vintage & Antique Collectables & 

Furniture • Costume Jewelry

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

lessons she still has to teach the children 
of  Macon County,” as community resident 
and History teacher Julie Tastinger stated.

County Attorney Eric Ridenour pro-
vided the board with background on how 
the county came to take possession of  the 
building in 2021 after the nonprofit who 
had managed it for close to 20 years dis-
banded.

In 2003, the Macon County Preserva-
tion Society took ownership of  the build-
ing and formed the Pine Grove School 
Restoration Society to restore it. The res-
toration efforts were successful, and the 
renovated building opened its doors as a 
neighborhood center in 2006.

The reopening of  the Pine Grove 
School was celebrated with an open house, 
attended by former students, neighbors, 
and friends. The building has since as a 
gathering place for the community, host-
ing various events and activities. The res-
toration society disbanded in 2021, which 
returned the property to Macon County, 
and the property continues to be used as a 
voting precinct.

The public hearing also included 
comments to commissioners regarding the 
importance of  preserving the building in 
honor of  the community members who 
lost their lives during the Peek’s Creek di-
saster of  2004. This September will mark 

4th Street. He was issued a written prom-
ise. His trial date is May 22.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue log 
from April 4.

April 4
• At 10:05 a.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on Thornhill Drive.
• At 5:14 p.m., the dept. responded to a 

fire alarm at a residence on Lucerne Drive.
• At 4:31 p.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a Highlands Plaza.
April 5
• At 8:17 p.m., the dept. responded to 

a motor vehicle accident on Sweetwater 
Farm Road.

April 6
• At 1:18 a.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on Catawba Trail.
April 8
• At 12:31 p.m., the dept. provided 

mutual aid to Satolah Fire & Rescue for an 
incident on Glade Road. 

20 years since Hurricane Ivan wrecked the 
Cullasaja Community.

On the night of  Thursday, 16 Sep-
tember, heavy tropical rains had inundated 
Macon County for several hours. At 10p.m. 
near the peak of  Fishhawk Mountain, ap-
proximately 6.5 miles southeast of  Franklin, 
a layer of  liquefied soil began flowing down 
the steep terrain through Peeks Creek. The 
massive debris flow destroyed about 15 
homes in a matter of  seconds, killing five 
people and seriously injuring several more. 
As is the case with most debris flows, the 
conglomeration consisted of  very little 
water by the time it reached the houses. A 
memorial for those who lost their lives in 
the disaster was erected on the Pine Grove 
School property and community members 
feared that if  the building was sold, that me-
morial would be lost. 

The Macon County Board of  Com-
missioners commended community mem-
bers for showing up to speak on behalf  of  
preserving the school and made the unani-
mous decision to halt any decisions to sell 
the property to allow the community time 
to reorganize. The board of  commissioners 
also pledged to continue to work with the 
community to ensure the long-term preser-
vation of  the Pine Grove School building 
for future generations.

...PINE GROVE continued from page 1

The photo of the 
Pine Grove School 

that ran in the 
April 4 edition was 

wrong.
This is the correct 

picture of the 
historic Pine Grove 
School at 38 Peeks 

Creek Road.
We regret the error 
and are happy to set 
the record straight. 

Photo courtesy of 
Don Twardowski
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Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 log cabins nestled in 
the hemlocks 

on 25 acres at the base 
of Whiteside 
Mountain.

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Grading • Lot Clearing • Retaining Wall
Driveways • Septic Placement

Call Raul 
706-982-3803 
706-970-7638
828-347-0255

valenciagrading@gmail.com

Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

ryan.bears@allentate.com

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

JUNK
WE HAUL IT AWAY

House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate

 828 - 421 - 5188

Paul Corbin
Owner

A&O LANDSCAPING SERVICES, LLC

828-371-2240
pcorbin1631@aol.com

2460 Cashiers Road • Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com

Kiln dried 
FIREWOODFIREWOOD
Delivery or pickup

Quality Tree Care & Removal 18+ years

Fully Insured828-200-9217

estimates@mendozatree.com
mendozatreeservices.com

Following Jesus makes your life 
better and makes you better at life.

Sunday mornings
(new series)

8:40am - Coffee/Nibbles
9am - Live Stream w/Andy Stanley

For directions call Bee at 404-307-1415.

Buck Creek Rd - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Road near the hospital

CHESTNUT STORAGE
Storage Units Available
Secure 24-Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045 Look for our sign!
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•Classifieds•

HOME REMODELING • NEW CONSTRUCTION 
INTERIOR 6 EXTERIOR• REPAIR • DRYWALL i=. -� 

SHOWER REMODEL • PAINT 6 STAIN 
REPAIR • DRYWALL • CARPENTRY 

828.332.2520 
828.371.2189 

MENDOZAPAINT17@GMAIL.COM 0 

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

Cosmos Flowers

Store: 828-526-0044
Cell: 828-200-6101

cosmosflowersnc@gmail.com
95 Highlands Plaza

Follow us
Instagram and facebook

@cosmosflowersnc

Full Service Florist

fit� 

. . . . . .. . . . . . 

Realtor-Broker 
Luxury Home Specialist 
Licensed in NC & GA 

828-332-9767 
al.stoneham@allentate.com 

Highlands/Scaly Mtn/Cashiers 

FOR SALE
PIANO - Yamaha Baby Grand. Excellend condition. 

Call Susan (828) 526-9846. (st. 3/21)
SEASONED FIREWOOD - Any size load. call 

828-342-6806. (st. 1/25)
LAND FOR SALE - 3 tracts, 7.5 miles south of 

Highlands, 8.64 acres with spring, by far the best view 
in the area at $200,000; 6.12 acres with spring (already 
subdivided into 2, 3-acre lots) $140,000; 3.99 acres with 
southern exposure, $70,000. 828-974-1137. (5/16)

TINY HOME LOTS FOR SALE. $30k-$55k/ea. 
Each lot comes with water, power, and sewer run to each 
lot. www.TinyMountainEstates.com for more info. (st. 
11/22)

RV SITE - class A only - in Wildflower Creek RV 
Resort. Just minutes from Highlands and Sky Valley. Full 
hook-up, concrete pad, landscaped and storage shed. 
Reduced $192,500. For more info call 828-421-1709 or 
email bobnnancync@gmail.com. (st, 1/25)

FOR RENT
COMPLETELY FURNISHED 2 Bedroom Cot-

tage. StarLink, Water, Movies Included. Immediate Occu-
pancy $2,000. p/m text 828-222-9319. (st. 4/1) 

LARGE FURNISHED HOME IN PRESTI-
GIOUS HIGHLANDS NEIGHBORHOOD. Two 
story, 2 kitchens, office, 3 bedroom, 3.5 baths, numer-
ous porches and balconies. Main bedroom and office on 
ground floor. Short-term available. $5,500/month long-
term. Call Deborah at (352) 422-7200. (st. 3/21)

NEW 1/BED APT. downtown Highlands in Village 
Square. Walk-in closet and balcony. One year minimum 
lease. Unfurnished. $3,500/mth. Call Robin at 828-200-
0044. (st. 3/21) 

COMMERCIAL BUILDING DOWNTOWN 
HIGHLANDS - Retail with office space upstairs. Aprox. 
1,700 sf. Good storage and parking on 1/2 acre at 255 
Spring Street. David King 727-644-9544 (2/15) 

APT. WITH MOUNTAIN VIEW 2 1/2 minutes 
from Main Street. Furnished, no pets, smokers, or chil-
dren. Spacious 2 Bdrm/1 Bth. $2200/month. Year lease.
Bobbygrace@icloud.com. Cell/Text 727-458-0787 (st. 
11/30)

BRAND NEW TRAILERS FOR RENT. 2 bed-
rooms/2 baths $1700/month and 3 bedrooms/2 baths 
$2250/month. Between Highlands & Cashiers. Includes 
hi-speed internet, water, & washer/dryer. No dogs. In-
quires, Marcy -(706) 982-0444. (st. 5/4) 

HELP WANTED
THE HIGHLANDS HATTER is seeking Part-

time Help. Contact Aubrey at 828-482-1920. (st. 3/21
LUPOLI CONSTRUCTION is hiring an office 

manager/executive assistant and a bookkeeper. Full-time, 
compensation based on experience. Please contact Regi-
na@Lupoliinc.com, 770.757.5004 for more information. 
(st. 11/2)

WANTED
PARTNER/INVESTOR FOR A DOG KEN-

NEL BUSINESS on my property south of Highlands. If 
interested and to learn more, please email Brian Grace at 
gracebrian907@gmail.com. (st. 1/18)

SERVICES 
HOME MAID CLEANING SERVICE LLC:  

Quality work, insured & experienced. Servicing 
Highlands for over 10 years. For a free estimate call, 
(828) 371-1702. Check out our website at www.
homemaidcleaningservicenc.com

I INSTALL TILE! Eco-Friendly & Non-Toxic, Special-
izing in Shower/Bathroom, Kitchen/ Backsplash, Entrance 
Ways/Patios/Flooring. 25yrs experience. Also offer grout 
cleaning. Licensed & Insured. Mike Bertone/Owner of 
Bertone Tile Design & Flooring LLC. Home: 828-526-4943 
or 321-303-7560 (4/11)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDYMAN – 
Chatlos Construction – Remodels, Additions, Framing, 
Siding, Roofing, Decks, Painting. References. Insured. 828-
200-4071. (4/25) 

MURPHY’S PAINT CO. - interior/exterior paint-
ing/sheetrock repair/wallpaper removal/log homes/decks. 
Insured. Free estimates. 828-332-0525 or 828-421-8600. 
(5/23)
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...CLASSIFIED continued from page 21
N E E D  F U R N I T U R E 

MOVED OR ANYTHING 
HAULED AWAY? Call or text 
James of Going Gone at 828-421-
2655. (3/28)

DOG SITTING - overnight, 

THE 
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!
Here, There and Everywhere ... 

the Atlanta area, too!

828.200.3050 
bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net

or daily checkins/walks. Call Lisa. 
References available. Call or text 
828-424-4637. (st. 12/21) 

A N Y T H I N G  G O E S 
C L E A N - U P  S E RV I C E 
Complete property cleanup - 

house, garage, property, etc. Call 
at 828-200-2855. (st. 9/28)

H I G H  C O U N T R Y 
PHOTO/KEVIN VINSON: 
scanning photos, slides & nega-
tives to CD or DVD for easier 
viewing. Video transfer to DVD. 
Everything done in house. Leave 
message at 828-526-5208.

...REPORT CARD continued from page 1
North Carolina Department of  In-
struction provided “report cards” 
for each school within Macon 
County. Each school was assigned 
a letter grade as well as a category 
identifying whether or not the 
school met expectations set since 
the last report was released. 

Every district and charter 
school receives an A-F letter grade 
based on 80 percent of  the school’s 
achievement score (calculated using 
a composite method based on the 
sum of  points earned by a school 
on all of  the indicators measured 
for that school), and 20 percent on 
students’ academic growth (com-
pares the actual performance of  the 
school’s students to their expected 
performance based on a statewide 
statistical model). The letter grades 
are computed on a 15-point scale 
(85-100=A; 70-84=B; etc.).

No schools in Macon County 
earned an “A” grade and just two, 
Highlands and Macon Early Col-
lege, received a B. For Highlands, 
that is a grade higher than the pre-
vious year when the school received 
a “C” and for MEC, this year’s “B” 
is a letter grade below the “A” that 
was earned last year. 

According to NC State Su-
perintendent Catherine Truitt the 
grading system isn’t an accurate de-
piction of  student achievement,

“The A-F school performance 
grades that schools received for 
2021-’22 and in 2022-’23 were af-
fected by the formula used to deter-
mine those grades because student 
performance on the state tests far 
outweighs the credit schools earn 
for the progress students make on 
the same tests from one year to the 

next. Eighty percent of  the grade 
is for the percentage of  tests 
earning a score of  at least grade-
level proficient; 20 percent is for 
growth, measured by a statistical 
model that compares each stu-
dent’s predicted test score, based 
on past performance, against his 
or her actual result.”

The current grades of  NC 
Schools are attributed to learn-
ing loss caused by the COVID19 
pandemic, with the NCDPI stat-
ing that schools continue to deal 
with student learning loss, al-
though some improvements were 
reported.

Cartoogechaye Elementary, 
East Franklin Elementary, Frank-
lin High School, Iotla Valley El-
ementary, Macon Middle School, 
and South Macon Elementary 
each earned a “C” on the state re-
port card this year while Mountain 
View Intermediate School and 
Nantahala School both received 
a “D” grade. The district’s virtual 
school, Macon Virtual Academy, 
received an “F” grade for the sec-
ond year in a row. 

With the exception of  Frank-
lin High School that went from 
a “B” last year to a “C” this year 
and Iotla Valley School which im-
proved from a “D” to a “C,” the 
other four schools to earn a “C” 
grade received the same letter 
grade last year.

The annual report cards also 
include information regarding 
performance growth within each 
school and according to Strick-
land, around 70% of  schools in 
North Carolina were identified 
as “meeting growth” expecta-

tions. A school’s growth score 
is an indication of  the progress 
students have made over the pre-
vious year. North Carolina uses 
EVASS, a value-added growth 
model, to produce a compos-
ite index growth value for each 
school. 

The standard expectation 
is roughly equivalent to a year’s 
worth of  expected growth. If  a 
school does not have a growth 
score, only the school achieve-
ment score is used to calculate 
the school performance grade. In 
addition to contributing 20% to 
the overall school performance 
grade, the school growth score 
is assigned a label to indicate 
the degree to which a school’s 
growth has met expectations 
based on previous and expected 
performance. These labels are 
Exceeded Growth, Met Growth, 
and Growth Not Met.

For Macon County, no 
schools were identified as “ex-
ceeded growth” and 8 out of  
10 schools in the district were 
labeled as “met growth,” an im-
provement of  the 7 out of  10 
schools the year prior. According 
to the report, neither Mountain 
View Intermediate nor Nantaha-
la met growth expectations.

Area Jackson County 
schools scores for 2022-’23 are 
as follows:

Summit Charter – C, met 
growth; Blue Ridge Early Col-
lege – D, met growth; Blue Ridge 
School – C, exceeded growth.

For detailed information 
on Macon and Jackson counties 
school results go to: www.dpi.
nc.gov/districts-schools/testing-
and-school-accountability

...SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING continued from page 18
about the nature of  Jesus, and if  you 
can believe and follow this Jesus of  
Nazareth without knowing every 
detail in advance, then right there in 

the loving embrace of  God, whose 
arms are nailed open on the cross 
so they can receive you, you will 
find real life, the kind of  life that 

makes you “full.” And may God 
bless you as you become an Eas-
ter person!
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Vacation Rentals 

Highlands is calling 

Sales, Vacation Rentals, 
and Property Management 

Since 1941 

401 N. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com

info@highlandsiscalling.com
 https://www.facebook.com/CRVRHighlandsiscalling/
 https://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals

 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

11

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery
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K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

3

Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

DARLENE CONLEYDARLENE CONLEY
404.427.2448

MOUNTAIN MOUNTAIN LUXURYLUXURY
Dedicated to finding the 

home you’ve always wanted.

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522

www.highlandsproperties.com

Wei chert. 
REALTORS 

Highlands Properties 

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 2”

Trusted advisors 
providing impeccable 
personalized service

PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORSPAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORS

(404) 219-1349 (404) 219-1349 •• HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC

HATHAWAY 
BERKSHIRE 

I REALTY 
MEADOWS MOUNTAIN 

HOMESEAVICES 

MITZI RAUERS 
Broker / Luxury Collection 
Specialist 
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

Office: 828-526-4663 
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com 

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

555 &537 N 5th St. 
Highlands

4.80 acres
LIVE 

IN THE HEART 
OF HIGHLANDS!

$5,950,000

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA



HIGHLANDS OFf'ICE 

Cell: 828-371-3877 
Office: 828-526-4663 
dana@landmarkrg.com 

Pat Allen 
Broker in Charge 

#1 in the Carolinas #1 in the Country for Independent Firms #1 Small Team Company-wide 2022

Stronger together!
Sr;UT(t HCMLS (.:J R,afTrmd, 

pat@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.9179 
Main Office 
295 Dillard Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828.526.8784 
Julie Osborn 
Broker in Charge 
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co 
m 828.200.6165 
Wildcat Cliffs Office 
5121 Cashiers Road Highlands, NC 28741 828.526.4525 

patallenrealtygroup.com 

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

8

9

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

 5

HIGHLANDS CASHIERS

Every home ... 
has a story. 

Let us tell yours.

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com
210 North Fifth Street, 
Highlands, NC 28731

 Deborah “Bee” Gleeson 
404.307.1415 

BeeGlee4@Gmail.com 
and

Pat Gleeson
828.782.0472 

PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.

Open Year-Round • 6 days a week
343-D Main Street • 526-4035

Open 
Thurs. - Tues.

11a-3:30p 
&

5:30-til?
Closed Wed. 

8

www.wildthymegourmet.com

Wed. through Sun.

Bistro opens at 4p
Dinner begins at 5:30p 

Taste the difference, Always fresh.

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

It is a privilege to work with you.

#1 Broker
in HCMLS

$1 BILLION
Total Career Sales Volume

TOP
100 Sotheby’s International Realty Agent Worldwide

Thank you.

TOP
Broker in North Carolina since 2016

JODY LOVELL | (828) 226.6303

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

42 Years of Fine Dining
Open 
5:30-9p 

April Days:
Tues. - Sat.


