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FY “24-"25 budget - good news and bad

By Kim Lewicki

The town stays on top of
its budgetary needs year-to-year,
even years in advance, so there

weren’t too many surprises at the
first budget workshop for FY *24-

Last week’s
severe
weather
left its
mark on
Highlands

By Kim Lewicki

Warnings were issued about
severe weather headed to the area
late last week and they weren’t for
naught.

Gusts of wind that clocked
in at 25 mph a little after midnight
Thursday, April 11, took down
trees, power lines and in at least
one case, the roof of a structure.

Between 11:19 p.m. Thurs-
day, April 11 and 5 p.m., Friday,
April 12 Highlands Fire & Rescue
responded to five calls regard-
ing downed trees, downed power
lines, dislodged roofs and a tree
on a roof.

Power went out at 11:30 p.m.
Thursday and stayed out for sev-
en hours in downtown Highlands

* See WEATHER page 19

25 Thursday, April 11, but still
ideas about saving and spending
money were discussed at length.
All the projects considered
critical during the March retreat
are being funded through various

This Jeep was snared by a downed tree and power Ilnes on Main Street
across from Wright Square Thursday night.

2324 fund balances and ARPA
funding, but fund balances are de-
pleting at an alarming rate — some-
thing frowned upon by the Local
Government Commission — and

* See BUDGET page 22

- Photo by Roger Lee Wilson

One of the roofs on in Street Nursery blew off and landed at te ga

station next door and knocked down power lines.

- Photo by Kim Lewicki

Country Estate on 10+ Acres in Highlands

11 Russell Ridge
4 BEDROOMS | 3.5 BATHROOMS | MLS# 103891
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BBS of WNC and HF&R to
teach health and fire safety

By Brittney Lofthouse

In a bid to bridge the gap
between communities and first
responders, Big Brother Big Sister
(BBBS) of Western North Caro-
lina has teamed up with the High-
lands Fire Department to launch a
unique educational program. The
partnership aims to break down
stereotypes, build  relationships,
and provide valuable insights into
the roles of firefighters, EMTs,
police officers, and more.

The BBBS Program Director
for Cashiers & Highlands, Jack-
son, Macon, Clay, Graham, Cher-
okee, Qualla Boundary, Danielle
Hernandez, a strong advocate for
community engagement and one
of the driving forces behind the
initiative, expressed her enthusi-
asm for the project.

“I’m a strong believer in con-
necting our communities with
first-responders, doing away with
stigma and building relationships.
What better way to connect the
two than through a learning expe-
rience. Plus, the firehouse is really
cool, too.”

The curriculum for the pro-

gram is being developed by the
HF&R and will focus on topics
such as what to expect when call-
ing 911, basic fire safety, how to
“stop the bleed” in emergencies,
recognizing signs of a stroke,
and more. The sessions will be
interactive, drawing on the team’s
interactions with the public and
their passion for educating and
preparing the community.

“This program is free, and
while multiple sessions will be
available, space is limited to 15
participants for each session on
a first-come, first-served basis,”
said Hernandez. ‘Participants
have the option to attend one ses-
sion or multiple sessions based on
their interest and availability.”

The first session is scheduled
for Wed., May 8th, with future
sessions to be announced based
on the availability of the HF&R
staff and community members.

For more information and
updates, community members are
encouraged to follow BBBS of
WNC and the HF&R on social
media.

M<CULLEY’S

The largest selection of
Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...
242 S. 4th St. - 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week

www.mcculleys.com

on the hill
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Comint up tonight and ... STRs!

n Thursday, April 18,
the Town Board will
hold its monthly meet-

ing and workshop. Both sessions
will be at the Highlands Recre-
ation Center since the Highlands
Community Building continues
to be under renovation. That
renovation project is going well,
and I anticipate the meetings re-
turning to the community center
around June or July.

The workshop will begin at
6 p.m., followed by the business
meeting at 7 p.m. At the work-
shop, the board will review several items,
including the policy for holding events on
recreation and town property. Specifically,
an out-of-town company wants to hold
a pickleball tournament at our recreation
center courts. The board will discuss the
pros and cons of such a plan. Another dis-
cussion will be about ice skating costs and
fees.

The top item on the business meeting
agenda will be a public hearing on a con-
ditional zoning request from Our Lady of
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the Mountains Catholic Church.
This hearing was scheduled last
month but was postponed due
to a procedural problem that our
town staff discovered before
that March meeting.

The board will also review
several changes to the UDO
concerning the zoning and plan-
ning board’s terms. They will
also examine noise ordinance
changes to the code.

The Highlands Chamber
of Commerce will present sev-
eral agenda items. These include
an update on the housing study, improve-
ments to the dog park, and the formation
of a proposed chamber business commit-
tee.

The board will also hold a closed
session concerning the status of the law-
suit against the town brought by the Save
Highlands group. All meeting proceed-
ings except for the close session can be
accessed at a YouTube link on the town
website.

Last week my article concerning Ho-
chatown brought me feedback. Some folks
thought I was advocating such a develop-
ment for the Highlands area. Quite the
contrary, I am concerned that such a plan
could pop up almost anywhere in Western
Carolina, especially places with no zoning
restrictions. Fortunately, Highlands has
zoning restrictions.

One person sent me an article about
STR development in another state. Instead
of developing an entire town, folks there
are just developing STR neighborhoods. In
other words, all houses in the development
are short-term rentals. With our ordinance
concerning short-term rentals, that con-
cept could not be done in the town limits.
Still, in the surrounding township, it cet-
tainly could be done. In fact, similar con-
cepts, albeit on a small scale, are already
underway.

One person called me nuts for writing
the article. They went on to say that I am
in cahoots with the chamber in promoting
more and more tourists at the expense of
ignoring the needs of local people. I was
accused of destroying Highlands, a charge
that I have heard before. At least the per-
son didn’t call for me to be tarred and
feathered as some have in the past.

e See MAYOR page 11

“And this is our bad loan collection department.
After a few polite sessions with Rick, they always pay.
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ROOFING SERVICES

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt » Cedar » Metal * Synthetic Materials

Showroom: 1511 Highlands Rd ¢ Franklin ¢ O: 828-524-7773
info@highlandernc.com * www.highlandernc.com
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Nominated for ‘America’s Best’
Top 5% of Brokers in 2022* HCMLS

20 years experience

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742
AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

Read Highlands Newspaper for free from everywhere ...
on the street or on the web.
Go to www.highlandsinfo.com. Click on Local News.
Delivered and uploaded every Thurs.AM

71 EASTSIDE DUCK MOUNTAIN

$550,000 | MLS 103057 | 3 BED | 2 BATH
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LANDMARK

@ REAL ESTATE SALES & VACATION RENTALS

Pam Nellis

45 years of experience!

Office: 828-526-4663
Cell: 828-787-1895

pamela.nellis@yahoo.com

o INVESTING AT 4. 118 FT1°

The New Deal

fter the Great Depres- -
sion, FDR enacted the | g
New Deal as a way of |

stimulating our country’s eco-
nomic system. The policy came
with safeguards and constraints
in the banking industry and
birthed new programs like the
SSA and the WPA. Another
program, the CCC (Civilian
Conservation Corps) benefitted
our area greatly. It was said The
New Deal included the three Rs:
Relief, Recovery and Reform.

In today’s real estate, we’re
experiencing a new deal of sorts, too. There
has been a lot in the headlines lately about
the NAR (National Association of Real-
tors) settlement. Let’s face it, $418 mil-
lion is newsworthy in any industry. Along
with media coverage comes misinforma-
tion. Not necessarily fake news but close.

While the Sitzer-Burnett case has to
do with commissions, it has absolutely
nothing to do with The Real Estate Com-
mission, yet it receives calls daily. For ques-
tions or comments call NAR or search
the internet for statements from NAR
or .gov sites having to do with this case.

Here are some of the facts: The
Sitzer-Burnett case is a class action law
suit filed in the Missouri Federal Courts
against NAR, Anywhere* Berkshire Ha-
thaway Home Services, Keller-Williams
and ReMax. *Anywhere Real Estate is a
parent company of Better Homes & Gar-
dens Real Estate, Century 21, Coldwell
Banker, ERA and Corcoran Real Estate.

The suit claimed the real estate com-
mission rates were too high and buyert’s rep-
resentatives were being paid too much, and
the NAR Code of Ethics and MLS hand-
book lead to inflated commission rates.

Even President Biden was fed mis-
information which prompted him to
say on March, 20th, “Last week, the Na-
tional Association of Realtors agreed for
the first time that Americans can negoti-
ate lower commissions when they buy
or sell their home. On a typical home
purchase, that alone could save folks

an average of $10,000. ...” FALSE.
From the NAR website, “NAR
does NOT set commissions. Commis-

sions are and will remain negotiable be-
tween Realtors and their clients. Hous-
ing prices are dictated by market forces,
things beyond Realtor member’s control.

The proposed settlement will re-
solve any claims against Realtors whose
residential transactions are less than two

Jeannie Chambers
Chambers Realty
& Vacation Rentals

million. It also preserves com-
i pensation for consumers look-
ing to buy or sell as long as
any offer of compensation
is NOT shown in the MLS.

Tattended a Zoom meeting
with over 1,000 other Brokers-
in-Charge last week presented
by the NC Association of Real-
tors, and one of the interesting
things I learned is that NCis one
of only 18 states that already
have in place at least one of
the items listed in the proposed
settlement: that buyer agency
agreements must be in writing. The change
that goes into effect July, 2024 is that buyer
agency agreements must be signed before
showing the property instead of before an
offer is being made. These changes have
been in effect for 20 years if you live in one
of the 18 states; the state chapters of the
NAR had the foresight to make changes
when buyer agency first became “a thing.”

Arkansas, Alaska, Georgia, Idaho,
Maryland, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska,
New Hampshire, North Carolina, North
Dakota, Pennsylvania, South Carolina,
Utah, Vermont, Virginia, Washington and
Wisconsin. Inany event, agency is supposed
to be discussed before showing property.

Here are three quotes from
NAR that everyone should know

“NAR continues to deny any wrongdo-
ingand maintains that cooperative compen-
sation is in the best interest of consumers.”

“NAR exists to serve our mem-
bers and consumers, and while the
settlement comes at a significant cost,
we believe the benefits it will provide
to our industry are worth that cost.”

“NAR is focused firmly on the fu-
ture and on leading this industry forward.
We are committed to innovation and de-
fining the next steps that will allow us
to continue providing unmatched value
to members and American consumers.”

The commission problem is like
trying to decide which comes first, the
chicken or the egg. The listing price of a
home comes from the comparable sales
of the area, supply and demand, and
of course, location, location, location.

The sales commission is between the
seller and the listing broker. The sales price
determines the commission. The buyer
pays the sales price and that price is agreed
by both buyer and seller. So, yes, the seller
pays the commission, but with funds pro-
vided by the buyer. The middle men and
o See INVESTING page 10
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OLFGANG'S

RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRO

American Cuisine with a
Creole Twist and German Flair

Wednesday - Sunday
Bistro Opens at 4pm | Dining Room at 5:30pm

OB

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807
wolfgangs.net

= The Secret Garden
d m Sandwich shop and gourmet food market
e Open Year-Round
Mon.-Fri.. | [:30a to 5p Sat. 12-5p (and during Music in the Park Saturday nights!)
Offering a variety of
hot and cold specialty sandwiches,
various salads, desserts and charcuterie pre-
pared by a Johnson & Wales certified chef. Stop
by and enjoy a hot sandwich, a cup of home-
made soup and a daily pasta salad.We have in-

door and outdoor courtyard seating, and a Iarge

Can’t linger?
Call (828) 305-7509 to place a pick-up order.

..on the Verandah
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
41 Years of Fine Dining
Open
: 5:30-9p
B April Hours:
Tues. - Sat.

828-526-2338
US 64w ¢ Highlands

Open Mon.-Sat. 11ato 8p ¢ Sun. 11ato 7p
Closed Tuesdays
828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern

& Highlander Mountain House

MON., TUES.,WED.
Closed
THURSDAY
Open
Dinner
5:30-10p
FRIDAY & SATURDAY
Open
Lunch & Dinner
11:30a to 10p
SUNDAY
Open
for BRUNCH only
10a to 5p

290 Main Street * Highlands * 828-526-2590

highlandermountainhouse.com

828-526-4035

| WILD IHYME GOURMET

T A U R A M

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round

Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. * Highlands

Open
Thurs.- Tues.
Closed
Wednesday
Lunch: 11a-3:30p
Dinner:
5:30p - until

Dinner St lrlh. @ 5:30 PM

¢ lnkesiderestamrant.info

Chutdoor Dining / Dine-In Art Gallery

r
B s ail

531 Smallwood Ave  828.526.9410 mnmmm
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Japanese ¢ Asian® Thai Cuisine
Take-out &
Dine-in

Open noon-9p
Closed Wednesdays
828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

I51 Helen’s Barn Avenue

HICHLANDS

highlandsburrito.com
Dine in or Pick up To Go + (828) 526-9313

SO PPOe®
/

.. 2 Dﬂ’ff e
Rhodes
Superette

Hours: Closed Sun-Tues
Open: Wed-Fri 9-5:30
Satr 9:30-4
HAND CUT STEAKS
DELI -BAKERY-WINE
SPECIALTY FOODS &
MORE
493 Dillard Rd
Highlands

O 8282526-2762
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* OBITUARIES ®

Carolyn Louise Dendy Carpenter

Carolyn Louise Dendy Carpenter of High-
lands passed away April 12, 2024. She was born
January 16, 1950, in Macon County to the late
Rev. Earl Dendy and Gladys McCall Dendy.

Carolyn worked as a secretary in a dental
office. Carolyn loved her church, singing gospel
music with the Dendy Sisters and the Dendy
family. She also loved her piano and started sing-
ing at a young age. Her music was her ministry to
God. Her other love was for all animals. She also
loved flowers of all kinds. Carolyn was a mem-
ber of Goldmine Baptist Church and a devoted
servant of the Lord.

Carolyn is survived by her husband of 30
years, John (Tommy) Carpenter; stepdaughters,
Carey Spurgeon (Chris) of Hoschton, GA. and Tiffani
Davis(Jimmy Lee) of Camarillo, CA.; one stepson, Casey
Carpenter of Highlands, NC; one sister, Dale Roper of
Franklin, NC, and two brothers, Jack Dendy (Carolyn) and
Mack Dendy of Hayesville, NC. She is also survived by 10
grandchildren and two great-grandchildren and a number
of nieces and nephews.

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death
by one brother, Olan Dendy and one sister, Gale Dendy
Alford.

A funeral service will be held at 2pm on Tuesday April

| FTTER®

Be warned: He really is the
world’s most dangerous man

Dear Editor:

“How is it possible for Americans to cheer and cele-
brate the most transparent fraud, the most outrageous liar,
most straight-tjacket-ready psycho ever visited on the body
politic (?)” asks Hal Crowther, journalist and essayist. You
may write us off as suffering “Trump Derangement Syn-
drome” but it’s more likely someone neglected the burnt of-
fering to the god of common sense.

What can I say about Donald Trump that has not been
said ad nauseam? “His tweets and his lying, he has no prin-
ciples, none, Donald is cruel,” said the late Maryanne Trump
Barry, his older sister. Mary Trump (his niece) refers to her
uncle as “the world’s most dangerous man.”

Have we not heard enough from people who worked
in the Trump Administration and those associated with
him: Mark Esper, Rex Tillerson, William Barr, John Kelly,
Mark Milley, John Bolton (the list is virtually endless); the
descriptions of Trump relentless: “a phony, a fraud, a mo-
ron, contemptuous of democratic institutions, the rule of
law;, an existential threat to democracy, a consummate narcis-
sist” --- and the ever-present underlying truth --- “unfit to be
President of the United States.”

If these eyewitnesses cannot convince you of Trump’s
unsuitability, I certainly can’t. With the possible exception of
his niece and ghostwriter, these warnings came from conser-
vatives, Republicans, individuals ordinarily on Trump’s side
of the political divide.

* See LETTERS page 10

16, at Goldmine Baptist Church with the Rew.
Gary McDaniel and Rev. Gene Hawkins offici-
ating, Burial will follow at Mount Moriah Cem-
etery. Visitation will be from 6-8pm on Monday
April 15, at Bryant Grant Funeral Home, Frank-
lin, NC, Pallbearers will be Chris Spurgeon,
Larry Dendy, Ben Cotton, Timothy Crabtree,
John McCall, Richie Jones, Gunnar Williams
and James Burrell.

The family request in lieu of flowers that
memorial donations be made to the Mount Mo-
riah Cemetery, 242 Dendy Orchard Road, High-
lands, NC 28741 or to the Appalachian Animal
Rescue, 851 Lake Emory Road, Franklin, NC
28734.

Online condolences can be left at www.bryantgrant-
funeralhome.com. Bryant-Grant Funeral Home & Crema-
tory is honored to serve the Carpenter family.

o See OBITUARIES page 14

MNalional

Healthcare In Honor of #NHDD,

We Have Two Gifts
For You:

Decision
1ax

* Gift No.1- A complimentary
Life & Legacy Planning Session
(a value of $750) to create a
plan for your healthcare
wishes.

e Gift No. 2 - Complete your
Your Conversation Starter
Guide from The Conversation
Project and we’ll help you
register with the State.

Download the e R

Suide .l'lere

Get started

| W i
N anc

today! )

O 828-482-1241
www.brlegacylaw.com
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PAC Educational Theatre

Sponsored in part by
Cullasaja Women's Outreach, Forsythe Family Foundation
Mountain Findings & Highlands Foundation

Directed by Erik J. Bishop
Choreographed by Sarah Shepard

April 26th- Gala Reception, bpm

Gala Perfarmance, 7pm

Ap - Evening Perfarmance, 7pm
April 28th - Final Performance, 3pm

For tickets and info visit us at
www_HighlandsPerformingArts.com

Educatienal
Theatre
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A thrill or two

hese books atre a shift
from my typical read-
ing fare, as I more

often choose British myster-
ies—cozies and police pro-
cedurals. From time to time,
I branch out to titles I find
reviewed in the local paper
or the “Wall Street Journal,”
or who knows where. These
two thrillers were a pleasant
change of pace.

Everybody Knows
by Jordan Harper

Harper’s latest novel is billed as a mur-
der thriller and praised by the likes of au-
thors Michael Connelly, Megan Abbott, and
S. A. Cosby.

Set in Los Angeles, its protagonist is a
black bag publicist. I had no idea what that
was until I read this book, but it makes sense
that people like her exist. I have no doubt
that crisis PR firms are in the business of
making the messes of the rich and powerful
disappear. With enough money and enough
power, the rich and famous can have their
debauchery and depravity managed and
whitewashed.

As I read of Mae Pruett’s work for the
firm, I could easily put celebrity names to
some of the scenarios she handles. Some-
times, real life situations are referenced, like
the discovery of John Belushi dead of an
overdose. It only takes a small leap to imag-

Lunch
Tue$. - sato
11a to 3p

I’'m baaaaaack again!
With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!
Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a fresh Gyro!

Salads e Pitas e Burgers ® Philly Cheese Steak e Shrimp Pita ® Susan’s Rueben
|italian Sausage ¢ Chicken Wings e Appalachian Fries ® Onion Rings ® Fried Shrimp
Fish n’ Chips ¢ Chicken Fingers and more!

Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! e 828-482-1513
462 Dillard Road, Highlands (across from Dusty’s)

HAGAN BINDER
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT

Now Scheduling for Spring

haganbinderdesign.com

828-482-5511

< g

Kathy Manos Penn

ine what would have hap-
pened if he'd been found
in time to save his life. With
someone like Mae working
her magic, we might never
have known he overdosed.

If you’re looking for a
book to keep you up late at
night, a book to keep you
guessing until the end, this
one’s a keeper.

The Last Mona Lisa
by Jonathan Santlofer

After reading a review of the author’s
latest book, “The Lost Van Gogh,” T went
in search of his first thriller. The storyline is
based on the real-life theft that occurred in
1911. The Mona Lisa was stolen from the
Louvre and recovered two years later when
the thief tried to sell it. Since then, some
have believed that what hangs today in the
Louvre is a copy.

This account of the heist shifts be-
tween what led to Vincent Peruggia’s 1911
theft of the famous painting and his fic-
tional great-grandson’s 2019 search for his
story. Why did Vincent steal the painting?
Was it greed? Was it need? We discover
his citcumstances and motivation when
his great-grandson Luke Perrone visits
the Laurentian Library in Florence to view
what may be Vincent’s journal.

As a university art professor and art-
ist, Luke has been trying for years to learn
more about his great-grandfather. Day after
day, Luke reads a journal allegedly written
when Vincent was in prison. Mix in a rogue
employee of INTERPOL’s Art Theft Divi-
sion and a beautiful blonde from New York
City, and you have an intriguing thriller.

Who is tracking Luke’s every move? Is
it INTERPOL. Is it the blonde? Is it some-
one else? Let’s just say that he is a person
of interest to many. Once again, a book
kept me up late too many nights in a row.
I had to know how the loose ends tied to-
gether and whether a happy ending was in
the cards. You’ll have to read the book to
find out. Me? I’'m off to put “The Lost Van
Gogh” on hold at the library and join Luke
in yet another art mystery.

o Award-winning anthor and two-time Geor-
gia Author of the Year nominee Kathy Manos
Penn is a Georgia resident. Find her cogy mysteries
at Franklin Office Supply & Gifts, and on Ama-
zon. Contact ber at inkpennl 19@gmail.com, and
Jollow ber on Facebook, www.facebook.com/ Kathy-
ManosPennAuthor/ .
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APRIL 26-28 < MAY 3-5 & 10-11
NOON-4PM | CASHIERS, NC

Tour our beautiful SOUTHERN LIVING SHOWCASE
HOME just minutes from the Crossroads and
High Hampton!

Ii:l 2

Southern Liviﬁg‘

custom builder program

OFFERED AT $S2.9M | 3BR/3.5BA | OPEN FLOOR PLAN ﬁ%vﬁsEE

GOURMET CHEF'SKITCHEN | PRIVATE COMMUNITY

SARATAY
DIRECTIONS: From the Crossroads in Cashiers, take Hwy 107 south. Turn right onto Whiteside
FALLS Cove Road. Travel approximately one mile. The entrance to Saratay Falls will be on your left.

IT TAKES WE’RE NOT JUST BUILDING HOMES.
I3 WE’RE BUILDING A COMMUNITY.

HE Blﬁ Will you join us in making a voluntary tax-deductible donation to Big Brothers
S S Big Sisters of Western North Carolina so they can serve more youth?

BERKSHIRE | MEADOWS MOUNTAIN
LOUDERMILK HATHAWAY | REALTY

HOMESERVICES

WWW.MEADOWSMOUNTAINREALTY.COM | 828.526.1717 | 488 MAIN ST, HIGHLANDS | 2334 CASHIERS RD, HIGHLANDS | 196 BURNS ST, CASHIERS

©2024 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol )
are registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliakgual Housing Opportunity
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..LETTER continued from page 7

The things that portray Trump unfit
for office are conspicuously transparent

and absurdly obvious to anyone paying
even marginal attention. In addition to his

HDC

HIGHLANDS
DECORATING
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For beauty that goes
deeper than the surface.

The ultimate protection for outdoor beauty.
Our innovative formulas minimize film build
to reduce cracking and peeling for less prep,
easier coating, and long-lasting results.
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criminal activities, he is often ridiculous,

repulsive, crude, infantile and indisputably

unhinged from reality.
Donald Trump lacks any beliefs be-

A

Benjamin Moore

\ Bonjamin Moo
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Berjamin Moore:  §

' WOODLUXE '/
e

330 Dillard Road

Highlands NC 28741
8282009226
wiww.highlandsdecorating.com
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yond self-glorification. I say that as a life-
long conservative and an almost lifelong
Republican. How the Grand Old Party,
millions of seemingly intelligent men and
women got lured into the orbit of this
shameless conman may forever remain the
unsolved mystery of the ages.

History reveals that Germany’s Hitler
was so thoroughly untruthful that he finally
could no longer recognize the difference
between lies and truth. So it is with Trump
and despite that handicap, he managed to
seduce a large swath of our populace into
his swamp of lies, distortions and half
truths.

Donald Trump faces nearly 100 felony
indictments and is the only president in his-
tory to ignite an armed and deadly assault
on his own Capitol in an attempt to over-
turn an election he knew he’d lost. Many
Americans remain deafeningly silent while
Trump supporters rain death threats on
judges, prosecutors, court staff, states at-
torneys general (and their families), anyone
who endeavors to hold the former presi-
dent accountable. This is the real life 21st
Century threat of fascism and tyranny.

Will the American people wake up
in time to save us from ourselves, in time
to rebuild and strengthen the foundations
upon which Ametica was conceived and es-
tablished, in time to save our Republic and
our democratic form of government from
Donald Trump? We will know the answer
in approximately six months.

David L. Snell
Franklin, NC

INVESTING
continued from page 4

women are the ones who facilitate the
transaction which include agents for the
seller, who lists the property and agents
for the buyer who brings the buyers to the
table. It is still perfectly acceptable to have
only one broker who represents both buyer
and seller, those are called dual agents, and
may or may not be allowed according the
broket’s office policy. Other parties in the
transactions could include bankers, as well
as the closing attorney, who, in NC handles
the deed preparations, recording of deeds
and overseeing all the written agreements.

I wouldn’t be surprised if we started
seeing advertising slogans like the old
I’Oreal hair color commercials who felt
the need to justify their prices based on the
quality of their product. Real estate brokers
work hard, and much of what they do is be-
hind the scenes of a transaction. So, before
buyers and sellers pack their cannons, let me
just say, “I’'m a Realtor, and I’'m worth it.”




Highlands Newspaper -Thurs., April 18, 2024 - 828-200-1371 - Page 11

Spring Home ]m]:)rovcmcnt 2024

7 Reasons to Upgrade to Electric and Induction

(StatePoint) Cooking with gas? Indus-
try experts say there are many reasons to
consider retiring your gas-powered appli-
ances.

To help you understand what your
kitchen may be missing, Melissa Haber, the
vice president of EuroChef USA, the ex-
clusive importer of the Verona and Lofra
brands of residential cooking appliances,
offers seven reasons why your next home
upgrade should include making the swap to
electric or induction cooking,

1. Youre health- and eco-conscious.
Gas appliances at home are associated with
an increased risk of asthma and other ill-
nesses, particularly in children, as they emit
harmful air pollutants like nitrogen dioxide
and methane, even when they’re not in use.
The same pollutants are also harmful to
the environment, contributing to air qual-
ity issues and climate change. In fact, na-
tional annual emissions from gas cooktops
are equivalent to the emissions transmitted
from half a million cars.

2. Theyre easy to maintain. Com-
pared to the metal grates of a conventional
gas stove, the flat surface of an electric or
induction cooktop is neatly effortless to
clean. A damp dish rag and soap works for
most cleanup sessions. For more involved
messes, a little vinegar goes a long way.

3. They offer safety benefits. With no
open flame, electric appliances lower the
risk of burns or fires, particularly those with
safety features such as “power on” lights
and residual heat warnings that inform us-
ers when the surface is still hot. Induction
cooking also has safety benefits, since only
the cooking vessel is directly heated and the

surface of the cooktop itself does not retain
or give off heat.

4. You value precision. Induction
cooking is faster and more efficient than
cooking with gas. The high-end induction
ranges offered by the Italian brand Lofra,
which combine elegant design with modern
cooking features, are a good example of
how accurate temperature control allows
you to prepare meals like a professional in
the comfort of home.

5. Making changes can be feasible.
Installing a gas hookup can be costly, time-
consuming and involve inspections. The in-
stallation process for electric appliances on
the other hand is easier and less expensive.
Not able to replace your gas appliances with
electric? Investing in a range hood is a sen-
sible solution that can cut your appliance’s
air pollution by about half.

6. You'll be ahead of the curve. A
growing number of cities and municipali-
ties are banning new gas hookups for appli-
ances to reduce air pollution and help fight
climate change. Making the switch to elec-
tric or induction can help you get ahead of
the regulatory curve.

7. New options are being introduced.
With sales of electric appliances on the
rise, a few select manufacturers have taken
note, and to meet customer demand, have
recently introduced additional options of-
fering style and sought-after features. For
example, the Italian brand Verona offers
electric ranges in its Prestige and Designer
Collections that deliver an upgraded look,
with single and double oven options to suit
varying needs and tastes. All are equipped
with five burners that accommodate pots

..MJAYOR continued from page 2

My response is that I am concerned
about over tourism in Highlands and have
expressed my position on numerous occa-
sions. That said, we have always had tour-
ists visiting Highlands and will continue to
do so. Except for Native Americans, we
can all say we have been tourists in some
shape or form before deciding to settle and
call Highlands home.

Now, what I am about to say may
alarm my friends at the chamber. Howev-
er, I suspect if the chamber of commerce
did no tourist promotion whatsoever,
Highlands would still have a steady stream

of tourists. Or we could witness a reverse
psychology effect by creating a campaign
declaring Highlands fully settled and no
tourist should visit. Folks might think if the
people of Highlands don’t want me there,
it must be a great place, and I’'m all in and
on my way.

As Highlanders, we can’t stop the fu-
ture and transform the Highlands into a
Medieval castle replete with a mote and
crocodiles. On the other hand, we can make
good decisions about development that will
ensure a bright future for the community
we all love.

of any size, and a multi-tasking dual element
that ranges from simmer to boil with the
simple turn of a knob.

“As more consumers have come to
realize the value and advantages of electric
and induction cooking, it became important
to us to offer them the same versatility and
style they might expect with traditional gas-
powered cooking appliances,” says Haber.

Whether you want to prioritize your
family’s health and safety, or you simply want
to embrace the convenience of modern
cooking technology, electric and induction
appliances can be a game changer in your
kitchen.

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

Bronze sculpture ¢ Paintings
Vintage & Antique Collectables &
Furniture + Costume Jewelry

On the corner of 3rd & Spring

Protect what matters most with a Generac standby
generator — here to power your home in any outage.

Request a free quote today.

ALLAN DEARTH AND SONS
(828) 526-9325
https://adsemergencypower.com/
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GEHERATORS
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Storefront ¢ Plate Glass * Mirrors
Custom Shower Doors ¢ Insulated Glass

Custom Mirrors * Tabletops * Sun Rooms
Replacement of Fogged Glass

Insulated Units David Lewis, owner

3145 Old Murphy Road
Franklin, NC

(828) 349-0088
www.glassshoppe.com

Commercial Residential
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Specializing in
Custom Garage Doors & Automatic Openers
Installation ¢ Service * Repair
828-369-5014

Owner: Steve Raby * 7290 Highlands Rd ¢ Franklin

Backifrom|Di
Waler, Damage. ° Mdd hm

| 'ﬁﬂametlcreanlng D! ;55,

Yﬁleamng “Hecunslrununn-
LN

Including a Hot Tub in your life

How to do install it and where you can put it?

When purchasing a hot tub, where you will put it will
be the first question that needs answering. Hot tubs are
quite heavy when filled and will need a solid and level foun-
dation to sit on. When considering your hot tub’s founda-
tion, there are four main options to choose between: a spa
pad, pouring a concrete slab, a wooden deck, or pavers.
Each method will vary in styling, functionality, and price.

For those working on a budget, spa pads can create a
simple and easy foundation for your hot tub with minimal
cost and effort, they usually come in the form of interlock-
ing thick rubber pads that form a solid base for your hot
tub.

The simplest and most common foundation is a con-
crete slab. Pouring a concrete slab will also be relatively
inexpensive and quick. Concrete slabs are very durable and
will easily last the life of your spa.

Another common place hot tub owners like to house
their spas are wooden decks. While most wooden decks are
stable enough to uphold the full weight of a filled hot tub,
you will need to call in an expert to assess that your deck
is structurally sound enough. Another option is to blend
a concrete slab with a wooden deck. Some homeowners
choose to place their hot tubs on a concrete slab under
their deck, with the top of the hot tub seamlessly rising
through for easy access.

The last method that is commonly used, is placing
your hot tub on pavers, many homes already have areas
covered in pavers, and can be used as a solid foundation
for your spa.

How much does installation cost?

The cost of your hot tub foundation can range from
0-$1,000+ depending on if you already have a solid foun-
dation, or if you decide to build a custom deck for your hot
tub. For reference, spa pads range in price from $100 to
$500, and concrete slabs range from $900 — $2,000.

The cost of having a professional electrician wire a
hot tub usually ranges from $200 — $500.

Delivery can also be costly if you require a crane to lift

R

(MAIN STREET NURSERY
HIGHLANDS, NC

April Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8a to 5p
(Across from the Post Office)
135 Franklin Road
828-526-3956

the hot tub into your backyard, which can cost between

$500 — $1,000. Usually, a portion of a fence Is taken down,

and a hot tub will be carried into place by multiple people.
Water Care Options

Manual Water Care

Traditional water care means the spa owner manually
adds Chlorine or Bromine to the spa once a week and be-
fore each use. You should only purchase chemicals from
an authorized hot tub dealer to make sure you get the
highest quality products to assure your spa and water stay
healthy. The amount of maintenance required by the spa
owner depends on how frequently they use the hot tub.
With regular hot tub use, the spa water should be checked
with a test strip each time the hot tub is used.

Ozone Systems

Ozone with MPS and Silver Ions is slightly more ex-
pensive than traditional water care. It is still a fairly manual
process but requires a little less interaction from the spa
owner than manually adding chlorine or bromine. Spa
owners enjoy this system because it only requites a very
small amount of chlorine and chemicals.

Ozone systems were once considered the best water
care option for hot tubs and has since become the indus-
try standard for hot tub water care in most middle tier hot
tubs. Ozone water care systems use powerful oxidizers —
ozone and MPS — with silver ions to decrease the need
for chlorine. Once the Ozone unit is installed, it continu-
ally releases tiny ozone bubbles into the spa water. The
silver ion cartridge then automatically releases silver ions
into the water that inhibit the growth of bacteria. The spa
owner then has to manually add MPS to the spa with each
use, and a small amount of chlotine once a week. The sil-
ver ion cartridge should be replaced every three months,
and the ozone unit will need to be replaced every 4-5 years.

Salt Water Systems

Salt water systems are specifically found on high-end
hot tubs from Hot Spring Spas & Caldera Spas. These
systems are widely regarded as the pinnacle of water care
systems due to their ease of use and low maintenance.
With just a little salt added to your spa’s water, the system
will automatically generate chlorine when needed to keep
your spa water clean and clear for up to a full year until
you have to drain and refill. Other than simple routine
adjustment, the system runs off of disposable cartridges
that last 4 months. So, with three cartridges and routinely
adjusting your system, you can avoid having to drain and
refill your water for up to a yeat!

What are the Best Hot Tub brands?

With more and more hot tub companies entering the
market, choosing between models and brands is more dif-
ficult than ever. The amount of factors you will have to
consider when picking out a new hot tub is quite large:
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price, size, availability of parts, warranty, dealer proximity,
design, jet technology, and more should all be considered
in your decision.

Lucky for you, we used our expansive knowledge
of the hot tub industry to break down the top 4 hot tub
brands you should be focussing on.

Hot Spring Spas

Hot Spring Spas tops our list for a multitude of
reasons. Besides from being the World’s #1 selling Hot
Tub brand, the features, design, and longevity of these
hot tubs are unmatched. Hot Spring recently collaborated
with DesignWorks, a BMW company the specializes in
blending modern design with ergonomic comfort, and it
shows in the design of their newer spas.

Hot Spring Spas are well known for their long lifes-
pan, and their nationwide dealer network in always stocked
with parts for their new and old models. This provides a
level of customer service and reliability that is unmatched
in the industry.

Another unique feature of Hot Spring Spas is their
innovative Salt Water System. Its patented design keeps
spa water clean and clear by generating chlorine from a
small amount of salt in your spa’s water. This unique sys-
tem reduces the usual chemical smell, and skin irritation
that traditional water care systems can cause. This system
also requires very little maintenance when compared to
other water care options.

The last feature we love about Hot Spring Spas is their
jet technology paired with their easy to use control panels.
In their Flagship Highlife Collection, you get a detachable
touchscreen display that you can use to customize your
aqua massage experience. Hot Spring Spas features some
of the most unique jet technology, such as their unique
motorized jets that sweep up and down your back.

Hot Spring Spas have three lines of hot tubs ranging
from entry-level to ultra-luxurious. If you are looking for
a reliable, long lasting hot tub that will provide the best
technology in the hot tub industry, then Hot Spring Spas
is the brand to go with.

Caldera Spas

Caldera Spas is another popular choice and shares

many of the same qualities as Hot Spring Spas. Both
brands have a nationwide dealer network, similar warran-
ties, advanced heating and filtration technology, and are
the only two brands with the innovative Salt Water Sys-
tem available. The two brands are quite evenly matched,
and which brand you go with may easily depend on your
personal preference, which brand has a closer dealer, and
the prices of the individual models. Regardless, when you
start researching which brand to go with, or head to a
dealer to check out different brands, you are sure to come
across Hot Spring or Caldera Spas.

Caldera features three lines of hot tubs that tise in
price and features, and their jet technology is quite ad-
vanced. We believe that their Utopia Series line pictured
below, feature some of the best designed hot tubs on the
market.

Your One-Stop
Garden Shop
Celebrating 30
Years!

2460 Cashiers Road « Highlands « 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com « Mon.-Sat. 8a to 5p
New Inventory Arriving DAILY!

Assorted Pottery

T L T

Colorful Annuals

HOT SPRINGS

POOLS & SPAS

SINCE 1989

HOT TUBS / RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL

556 Highlands Rd Franklin, NC
828.369.2871

April 12 - 20

Enter a Drawing for a
Madison 2-3 person indoor Sauna!
Winner will be chosen

* Spa Deals up to $1,500 off
* Free salt system, cover lifter, and step
with spa purchase
* Chemicals & Accessories 15% off
* Hot Spring Spas, Caldera Spas, and
Endless Pools Swim Spas
* Pool & Spa Chemicals & Accessories
* We service & maintain ALL brands
of Spas

HOT SPRINGS POOLS

and Spas
#1 Choice for Pools in the Southeast
Expert installation, ongoing
maintenance, and reliable repair services
for all things Hot Tubs and Pools.
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{n ) MELINDA BARBER

Atlanta .Highlands .Cashiers

Specializing in Kitchen Design ¢ Cabinets
2 Certified Kitchen ¢ Bath Designers

on staff

ASID Interior Designers
Offering Full Designer Services
Cabinets o Kitchen o Bath e Furniture
In-home Consultation
828-226-2083

melinda@melindabarber.com
www.melindabarber.com
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4 Trends to Take Muted Interiors from
Drab to Dreamy in 2024

(StatePoint) While neutral tones continue to be popu-
lar this year among home DIYers, bold and colorful sur-
roundings also are trending right now.

From adding dramatic style to the kitchen to giving an
unexpected space a splash of color, these ideas —inspired
by the 2024 FrogTape Design Trends, as identified by ce-
lebrity interior designer Taniya Nayak — will make areas
around your home pop in 2024.

Colorful Kitchens.

Make the kitchen a focal point by painting the cabi-
nets or panels on the island a vivid color. Calming blue
will ensure a relaxed and laid-back feeling, while fuchsia
will energize the design. Nayak recommends using Frog-
Tape Delicate Surface Painter’s Tape to prevent paint bleed
and achieve crisp paint lines. The low-adhesion tape is de-
signed to prevent damage on surfaces like cabinets, freshly
painted walls, wallpaper and more.

Dynamic Décor.

If painting projects aren’t in the plan for this year,
revive a living room or bedroom by adding a collection of
brightly colored pillows and throws, bohemian-style mac-
ramé, wall art and a rug with geometric patterns. As long
as the colors are complementary to each other, the blend
of styles and textures will catch the eye and make the room

feel refreshed with little effort.

Nourishing Green.

A simple, but effective, way to boost the mood of a
space is to fill it with large blooms. Place a modern plant
stand in an empty corner or between rooms as a divider,
and layer in green houseplants or ones with colorful leaves
on the shelves. Accentuate the greenery with pops of the
same color throughout the room to create a sense of co-
hesion.

Elevated Exteriors.

It’s not just the interiors of the home that should
speak to personal style, the outside should, too! Give the
front door a facelift by painting it a daring color. Don’t be
afraid to choose one hue for the outside of the door and
another for the inside. For this project, apply FrogTape
Multi-Surface Painter’s Tape before painting, so that trim
around the door and doorknob is protected from paint
bleed.

For more fresh decor ideas and design tips, visit Frog-
Tape.com.

Whether you choose one or all of these trends, they
can be tackled by DIYers with a range of skillsets to trans-
form dull living spaces into the home of your dreams.

..OBITUARIES continued from
page 7
Barbara Ann Green

Mrs. Barbara Ann Green, 85, of Highlands, NC
passed away Monday, April 15, 2024. Mrs. Green was
born November 17, 1938, in Cook, County, Illinois to the
late Dewey Jackson and Helen E. Jackson. She was mar-
ried to the late Roy N. Green who preceded her.

She was a cosmetologist and was a member of the
Highlands Church of The Incarnation.

Barbara had such a big heart and a love for animals
especially her cats. She was always interested in what her
friends were doing,

Survivors include a son, Michael Short; and a grand-
son, lan Short.

No services are planned at this time.

Online condolences can be left at www.bryantgrant-
funeralhome.com

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home & Crematory is hon-
ored to serve the Green family.
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Thanks to NC’s Medicaid expansion,
community members have better
coverage and access to essential care

s we head into spring
on our beautiful Pla-
teau, I'd like to touch

on a welcome change in the
wortld of healthcare in North
Carolina — Medicaid expan-
sion. This was a topic of
political debate across the
country, and the expansion
process started a decade ago.
At that point, just 26 states
and the District of Columbia
had enacted expansion. Over
the years, however, more and
more states expanded Medic-
aid, and last October was when
the Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services (CMS) granted final ap-
proval to the North Carolina Department
of Health and Human Services (NCD-
HHS) to launch Medicaid expansion, effec-
tive December 1, 2023.

Medicaid expansion in North Caro-
lina has deeply impacted healthcare for
communities across the state. What does it
mean mathematically? Thanks to Medicaid
expansion, more than 600,000 North Caro-
linians who are ages 19-64 are now eligible.
Before Medicaid expansion, they would not
have qualified, since their annual income
was more than the pre-expansion threshold
allowed. This is welcome news for single
people who earn less than $20,000 in annu-
al income, as well as, for instance, a three-
person family earning less than $34,000 in
combined income annually.

What does expansion mean for them
in terms of accessible healthcare services?
They are now able to receive either full or
nearly complete comprehensive coverage,
such as primary care, emergency care, and
mental health care. Expansion is also help-
ing people by providing dental, vision, and
hearing care, maternity care, and hospital
stay coverage.

I would like to thank North Carolina
State Senate member Kevin Corbin and
North Carolina House Representative Karl
Gillespie, our local leaders, for supporting
Medicaid expansion and understanding the
difference it would make.

Even though Medicaid expansion is
a very good thing for many in our com-
munity, it can be confusing to determine
whether you or your family qualify, and
get through the application process. For-
tunately, we have an excellent community

Tom Neal CEO,CNO
Highlands-Cashiers
Hospital

resource to help with that. Pis-
gah Legal Services’ Highlands
office can help you figure out
if you qualify for Medicaid
now that the expansion has oc-
curred, and assist you with ap-
plying if you do.

Another thing that many
seniors are needing help with
is deciding about whether they
should sign up for traditional
Medicare or a Medicare Ad-
vantage Plan. In-depth research
and guidance are also necessary
for many people considering
these two plans.

The major difference be-
tween them is that Medicare is federally run,
and Medicare Advantage plans are the pri-
vate insurance alternative. What’s best for
you depends on many factors, but resourc-
es like Pisgah Legal Services, the Jackson
County Department on Aging and the Ma-
con County Department of Social Services’
Senior Services department can help you
make the most informed decision for you.

Additionally, if you are a patient at any
Mission Health facility, we have financial
advisors who can assist you in navigating
your coverage options, including Medicaid
expansion.

I think the most important thing to re-
member about Medicaid expansion in our
state, and specifically here on the Plateau, is
that it equals stability and greater access to
critical care. This means being able to receive
preventive screenings like mammograms
and colonoscopies, having the opportunity
to get connected and develop a relation-
ship with a primary care provider who really
gets to know you, receiving support around
healthy living, and more. There’s no ques-
tion — being uninsured or underinsured is a
serious barrier to getting the healthcare that
you need.

Preventive care is so key to our health,
because it allows problems to be noticed and
diagnoses to be made before something like
colon cancer, for example, can progress to a
point that treatment may not be able to save
a person’s life.

If you or someone you love may qualify
for Medicaid now, investigate the possibili-
ties so you can get the best healthcare pos-
sible. We at Highlands-Cashiers Hospital
are here to help provide this essential care
throughout your lifetime.
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Let Us Help You
Freshen Up Your
Home Decor
this Spring!

Open Friday & Saturday 12-4p

New art, furniture and decor.We’ve been getting
some amazing shipments in. Come shop with us!

HIGHLANDS STORE

Let us help you make your house ... your home.
_ =T =

u ACP Home Interiors

1990 Dillard Road, Highlands, NC
828-526-4500

Follow ACP Highlands on Facebook
and Instagram for Specials

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

https://www.acphomeinteriors.com [
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For more information about Rec
Park activities, call Lester Norris or Jan-
ice Mathis at 828-526-3556.

Mon.-Fri.

* Pickle Ball will be played inside the Rec-
reation Center Mon.-Fri,, |0am-1pm for the
winter.

POOL SCHEDULE

* Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri, 6.-9:45a, and
Sat.,10a-11p - 6 lanes.Water Aerobics: 18 yrs
plus, Mon.-Fri. 10 -1 lam with Karen Cham-
bers. Adult Swim: 18 years old+, Mon.-Thurs
11a-3:30p and Fri,, Ila-1:30p. Public Swim
Mon.- Thurs. 3:30-7p; Sat. |la-6p and Sun.
1-6p. For info, call 828-526-1595.

MEETINGS ALLWEEK

* Highlands/ Cashiers Alcoholics Anony-
mous “Open Meetings” are for anyone who
thinks they may have a drinking problem or
for anyone interested in the A.A. recovery
program.Open meetings are held in Highlands
@ the Ist Presbyterian Church, 471 Main St.,
on Monday at 5:30 p.m. and on Wednesday &
Fridays @ 12:00 noon. Open in person meet-
ings are held in Cashiers @ the Albert Carl-
ton Cashiers Community Library, 249 Frank
Allen Rd. on Sunday at 5:00 pm, on Tuesday @
7:00 pm, on Friday at 5:00 pm and on Saturday
at 9:00 am. Cashiers Open ZOOM Meetings
are onWednesday @ 700 pm.ZOOM ROOM
921 817 2966 PASSWORD CVG2020. For

HAPPY EARTH DAY!!

In Western
North Carolina

decreases in snowfall.

With higher temperatures,
@ trees are greening up early,
leaving migrating birds struggling
as they arrive too late for the
insects they depend upon.

Species decline is already serious.
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Microplastics are in water and
the food chain. It is estimated

that every human ingests a credit
card worth of plastic each week.

more information please visit our website
www.aawnc80.org or to speak with a member
of A.A.24/7 call our HELP Line 828 349-4357.

Mountain Findings Hours

April & May: Fri.and Sat.|0a to |p.June:
Thurs.-Sat.,10a tolp.

Mon.-Fri.

* Nantahala Tennis plays at the Highlands
Rec Park 9a-1p.

Mon-Wed-Fri

* Aerobics with Tina Rogers 8-9am at the
Rec Park.

* Heart Healthy Exercise Class at the Rec
Park 8:30-9:30am.The cost for the class is $25
a month. The class is led by Cathy Hodgson.
Contact the Recreation Department at 828-
526-3556 for more information.

Second Mondays

* The local chapter of PEO, an off-campus
sorority founded in the 1800s that provides
grants and loans to women with financial need
who want to return to school or further their
education meets at |10 a.m. More meeting
places call president Paula McDonald at 706-
372-3004

* Indivisible Highlands from 5:15-6:15pm
at the Hudson Library Meeting Room.

2nd Tuesdays

* Highlands Writers Group meets on al-
ternate Tuesday afternoons at 3pm. Writers
still uncomfortable with in-person gatherings

Celebrate the natural beauty around

us and make a plan to take care of it!

IGHL ANDS AREA EVENTS®

may participate via Zoom meetings For more
information contact Bud Katz at either 828-
526-3190 or at budandlynn@me.com

Tuesdays

» Strength Training at the Rec Park 8:15-
9:15 am. Aim for strong, lean muscles using
light weights, body weight, and high repetition
to shape and tone. Learn proper form and
range of motion to safely target all muscle
groups for a metabolic boost and feel great.

* At Hudson Library, Nature Kids on se-
lected Tuesday mornings, For more info call the
Hudson Library at 828-526-3031

* At Wayfarers Chapel, Workshop for
Writers —Tuesdays from 5-6:30 PM. Facilitated
by Sam Renken, this group has a simple mis-
sion: to foster and provide consistent com-
munity for local writers thereby giving writ-
ers of all ages and genres the opportunity to
write, read, revise, and present their work to
the group.

* ESL classes are held at the Presbyte-
rian Church in Highlands from 6:30-7:30pm.
No registration required — just show up and
participate. Questions? call 828-526-0863 or
email inffo@maconncliteracy.org

Wednesdays

* Hudson Library, in partnership with
VAYA Health, is hosting an educational series
on adult mental health topics, held on the first
Wednesday of each month at || AM.This se-

ries is aimed particularly at older adults and
will focus on mental health topics of particu-
lar interest to them, but all ages are welcome
to attend. The November | program is De-
mentia: A Deeper Understanding. Reserva-
tions are required for this free event.To reg-
ister; stop by the library or call 828-526-3031.
2nd & 4th Wed.

* Digital Navigators will be at the Hudson
Library the second and fourth Wednesdays
IPM - 3PM of each month to help patrons
with their tech needs. Bring a smartphone,
laptop, or other digital device to receive free
assistance and support. No appointments
are required - all are welcome.

* Pickle Ball inside and outside at the
Rec Park. |0am-1pm, everyone is welcome so
come out and enjoy a game of Pickle Ball.

Mon.,Tues., Thurs.

* The Food Pantry behind the Methodist
Church on Spring Street is open from |0a-6p.

* Exercise Class with Michelle Lane at
the Rec Park at 5:30. A combination class
with different types of exercise. Contact the
Recreation Department at 828-526-3556 for
more information

2nd & 4th Thursdays

* Hudson Library is hosting a new pro-
gram for dementia caregivers. On the second
and fourth Thursday of each month, you are
invited to join the Dementia Caregivers Sup-

‘ /Make a change
Because of climate change, we
can expect more droughts and

and bike more.

navigate.

Fossil fuels are a major cause of
global heating. Consider a move
to renewable energy sources,
taking advantage of solar, wind,
hybrid or electric vehicles. Walk

Plant native species at home
and along waterways. Keep
outdoor lights off at night. Dark
skies help the migrating birds

ﬁ Use stainless steel or reusable
water bottles and avoid buying
water in plastic bottles or other
products wrapped in plastic.
Carry reusable grocery bags.

Support local resources such as
the Highlands Biological Station,
the Mountain Retreat and Learning
Center, Mainspring Conservation
Trust and the Highlands-Cashiers
Land Trust. Each provide
opportunities to get involved.

Consider getting an app to track
your carbon footprint such as the
one at oneplanetlife.com and get
hints for making joyful changes.

Learn about planting natives to
increase biodiversity and provide
food for birds and other wildlife.

Tell your representatives you
want climate change and plastic
proliferation addressed. Vote for the
candidates that are taking on
climate change and big polluters.

~

by Indivisible &
Highlands
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port Group, a welcoming group of people
that understand what you are going through.
They come together to offer each other sup-
port, resources, and a listening ear. Modera-
tors Chris and Fred ensure that the group is a
safe place for judgement-free discussion.The
next meeting of the Dementia Caregivers
Support Group is February 22 at 10:15AM at
Hudson Library. For more information about
the group, contact Chris at 772-473-1088.

Thursdays

* Kickboxing 8:15-9:15 am. at the Rec
Park. An exhilarating and fun mix of martial
arts for a calorie-burning workout. No mar-
tial arts background necessary Contact the
Recreation Department at 828-526-3556 for
more info.

* At Hudson Library, Family Storytime
continues throughout the year on Thursday
mornings at 10:40 AM.

* At Hudson Library, Kids Zone at 3:30
pm with a wide variety of STEAM, nature, and
craft activities. For more information about
any of these summer activities, contact Hud-
son Library at 828-526-3031.

Saturdays

* Story Ballet - a gentle ballet & creative
movement class for Children 3-4.The flow of
class follows a story or theme that changes
each month, engaging imaginations! Saturday
5:30-6:30pm. 828-421-6720

* Adult Ballet - crafted for beginners, but
mindfully taught for all levels. Ballet is an ex-
cellent way to move, grow stronger, improve
balance, flexibility and coordination while
having fun. 6:30-7:30pm. 828-421-6720.

2nd Saturdays

* The Western North Carolina VWood-
turners Club meets in Highlands at The Bas-
com at 10 a.m. thru Nov.

3rd Saturdays

* The American Legion Post 370 meets

at the First Methodist Church at 315 Main
St. in their community room/909 chapel. We
serve breakfast at 9 AM and hold our monthly
meeting at |10 AM. We invite ALL veterans to
attend - email ncpost370@gmail.com for more
information or just join us at 9 AM on the 3rd
Saturday of the month.

Sundays

* At Wayfarers Chapel, Sunday Service: 10
AM Sunday Morning. Stick around for visita-
tion and coffee hour immediately after service.
(Coffee hour is replaced by potluck dinner the
I'st Sunday of each month).

Through April 19

* The Town of Highlands will conduct its
annual white goods pickup. During this week,
the town will come to a residence and pick up
any used appliances such as washing machines,
stoves, or other appliances. Please call Town
Hall at (828) 526 — 2118 for more informa-
tion. The town will recycle the metal of these
defunct machines. Money from the recycling
effort will help defray some of the program’s
costs.

Thurs.,April 18

* OEl's The Orchard Sessions with Mike
Kinnebrew at The Farm. Indie folk fueled by
soulful inspiration. Light bites, a cash bar 6-8
p-m. $40. Book Online: https://www.simpletix.
com/e/mike-kinnebrew-orchard-sessions-at-
the-far-tickets- 149347

Fri.,April 19

* Senior Lunch will be Friday at noon at
the Rec Dept in the Meeting Room. For any
other information call Lester Norris or Janice
Mathis at 828-526-3556.

Sun.April 21

* Volunteers needed for Cashiers Litter
Clean Up from -4 p.m. Sunday. If available,
email Bob Lewis at Bob@BobLewis.manage-
ment or call 404-219-1785.

Wed.,April 24
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*“Songs From Snow Hill” Music by Ange-
la Faye Martin at 6 p.m. in the Macon County
Public Library Living Room in the main hall,
under the stained glass.

Fri.-Sun.,April 26-28

* PAC Educational Theatre presents Oli-
ver. Opening Night Gala 6p, show at 7p; Sat, a7
p-m. and Sun., 3 p.m. For tickets go to www.
highlandsperformingarts.com.

Wed., May |

* The Bascom has a Call for Entries for
the Dazzling Dahlia Festival 2024 in partnership
with the Highlands Historical Society. Open to
any age or experience level. Entry Deadline:
May |st For more info, call (828) 526-4949.

Sat., May 4

* Pop-Up Bag Pipers are scheduled from
4:30 p.m.to 5 p.m.

* At PAC Main Stage, Mojo & The Bayou
Gypsies, 7:30 p.m. For tickets go to www.high-
landsperformingarts.com.

Sun.,May 5

* OEl's Chef Dinners at The Farm. Din-
ner with James Beard Winner Chef Terry Koval
Book Online at OldEdwardsHospitality.com/
ChefDinners

Sat.-Sun.,May 11-12

* The 4th annual Bear Shadow will be held
again at Winfield Farm in Scaly Mountain. Vis-
it https://bearshadownc.com/ for information
about how to purchase tickets.

Sat.,May |11

* 3rd Annual FREE Highlands Dog Show in
K-H Founders Park on Pine Street. Registration
[-1:30. Judging begins at 1:30 p.m. Award cer-
emony 2:30-3:30 p.m. Categories: Best in Show,
Best Trick, Happiest Dog, Best Behavior, Looks
Like Owner.

Fri.,May 17

* High Style Meet & Greet in Kelsey
Hutchinson Founders Park on Pine Street
5-6:30 p.m. Join us for an evening of mingling,

sipping, and savoring. Music by Zorki. Food,
beer and wine included in the ticket price. $45

* Friday Night Live showcases traditional
mountain music and exceptional local talent
on Main Street’s Town Square 6-8:30 p.m. —
Silly Ridge (High Style event weekend)

Sat.,May 18

* High Style Fashion Show in Town Square
at 34| Main St.from 9:30-1 | a.m.Whether you
are a fashion enthusiast, a trendsetter, or sim-
ply looking for entertainment, the High Style
Fashion Show promises an unforgettable ex-
perience for all. Price includes seating, bever-
age and swag bag. * We encourage guests to
embrace their personal style and dress to im-
press.* $25 VIP seating

* Saturdays on Pine features a variety
of popular, regional bands and musicians at
Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park 6-8:30 p.m.
— Continental Divide (High Style event week-
end)

Tues., May 21

* Boys & Girls Club of the Plateau ribbon
cutting ceremony at its Highlands location on
the HC Hospital campus - |71 Hospital Drive.
Refreshments, outdoor activities and optional
self-guided tour following the ceremony.

* Free Sports Physicals at Highlands
School at 2 p.m. Rising 5th-12 graders who
will be participating in NCHSAA sanctioned
sports. A state-mandated sports physical is
required prior to trying out for any sport.
Parents or guardians should plan to attend
the sports physical to answer questions the
medical team may have during the exam. For
more information contact Highlands School’s
Mission Sports Medicine Athletic Trainer Will
Mathiowdis at William.Mathiowdis@HCA-
Healthcare.com.

Fri., May 24

* Friday Night Live in Town Square 6-8:30
p-m.— McClain Family Band.

-

Obagi and RLC Skincare Products available

REJUVENATE
LN\

e Botox/Dermal Fillers : e
« Body Contouring s <z .

¢ Chemical Peels
.« BACK ,

e Dermaplaning
e Electrolysis

\ TIME # '
e .

e Facials
wr :

e Kybella Injections
—

e Laser Hair Removal
e Laser Skin Resurfacing

RejuvenateLaserCenter.com | 209 Hospital Dr, Suite #202, Highlands NC | 828-482-4430

i

LASER CENTER (S‘-‘ .

Free
Consultations

Laser Tattoo Removal
Microdermabrasion
Microneedling

Pelleve

Photofacial/IPL

PicoSure Focus Laser
Sclerotherapy

Vitamin Infusion Therapy
Vitamin Injections
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‘When I Die,
I Shall Rot...?’

Jacob Tedder
Congregational Pastor
i Christ Church of the Valley

ow can Christians make absolute claims about
Hrehgion? Don’t all roads lead to heaven? Doesn’t

science disprove Christianity? Recently, we con-
cluded a series at Christ Church of the Valley called
“Why Christianity?” where we sought answers to these
questions. It made us ask some difficult questions about
faith, reason, and doubt. You might think in this article
I will try to prove that Christianity is undoubtable true.
But, maybe to your surprise, you'd be wrong, Ultimately,
I believe both atheism and Christianity to be unprovable.
There is no empirical formula to prove God does or does
not exist. But what I do believe I can prove, is that Chris-
tianity is much more compelling than atheism because it
offers us something atheism never can: hope.

Bertrand Russell, a noted atheist philosopher and
writer, once gave a lecture called “Why I am not a Chris-
tian.” In which, he concludes that religion is primar-
ily built on the back of fear (i.e. the fear of hell and of
death). His view is represented in his haunting words,
“When I die, I shall rot.”

Whether or not Russell understood this at the time,
he was arguing for “ultimate hopelessness” on behalf of
atheism. If, “when I die, I shall rot” is really true, if there
is no life after death, then everything in life is ultimately
meaningless. This is the main problem that all atheists
must deal with. The nonexistence of ultimate hope that
atheism holds to leads to ultimate despair. There is noth-
ing to comfort you of your impending doom and the
eventual destruction of our universe.

This is the dilemma Ayaan Hirsi Ali faced. Ali is la-
beled one of the prominent “new atheists,” colleagues
with Christopher Hitchens and Richard Dawkins. For
years, she served in the Dutch parliament and spoke out
against religion, especially Islam. In 2023, she shockingly
converted to Christianity. When speaking about her con-
version she said,

“I ultimately found life without any spiritual solace
unendurable — indeed very nearly self-destructive. Athe-
ism failed to answer a simple question: what is the mean-
ing and purpose of life?”

I’m sure Hitchens is now rolling in his grave, and
Dawkins penned a public letter admonishing her for her
new-found belief.

But what hope is she talking about? What hope does
Christianity offer? Put simply, Jesus tell us that “every-
thing will be made new” and this is the spring of our
hope from which all else flows from. I think we can all
admit that something is wrong with this world and some-
thing is wrong with humans. It is perhaps the most obvi-
ous thing in the world today. Atheists believe humans will
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John 3:16

BLUEVALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.,Worship:1 |
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 * Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:| |
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev.Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30
CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA « 706-746-2999
Sundays: 10 a.m.Worship; Holy Communion Ist & 3rd Sundays
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
Rev'd Dr. Michael Matlock, Rector
464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717
CAC@christanglicancashiers.org & 828-743-1701
Sundays: 9:30 am Adult Christian Formation;

10:30 am Holy Eucharist Worship
Wednesdays: 6 pm Bible Study, Prayer, Potluck
Thursdays: | 1:30 am Healing Eucharist
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Jacob Tedder jacob@cashiers.church ¢ 743-5470
www.cashiers.church
Sun.|0:45am.;Wed. 5:15 pm supper and teaching.
Contact Ellen@cashiers.church for add’l programming
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:1 la.m.

I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com ¢ 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC ¢ Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins
Sundays: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am
Wednesdays:Youth 5:30-7pm;Women'’s Bible Study: Mondays
4:30pm, Tuesdays 10am; Men’s Bible Study:Wednesdays &
Thursdays 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144 + 696 Sky Valley Way #447
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas
Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev.W. Bentley Manning, Rector * 526-2968
5th and Main streets * www.incarnationwnc.org
Sunday: Rite |, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite Il with Choir 10:30
am in Sanctuary,VWed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, Morn-
ing Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 » www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor ¢ 220 Main Street, Highlands
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am;Women’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Emily Wilmarth, pastor
828-526-3175 + fpchighlands.org
Sun.:Adult Ed.: 10 a.m;Worship || a.m.

Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m.Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:| | am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. /4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
4673 Hwy 107N. * Glenville. NC « 743-2729
Pastor Jeremy Queen
Sunday:Worship | la & 6p. Sun. School 5 p.m.
Wed.Worship 7p.

HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 « 165 S. Sixth Street
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays:Worship:1 |
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson ¢ 11339 Buck Creek Road
Highlandscentralbaptist.org * 828-526-0774

The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily
sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a & 6p.Wed.Worship is 6p
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor & Rev. Christine Murphy
526-3376
In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
909a Bluegrass and | |a Traditional
www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
2152 Dillard Road « 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdorf
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C.28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| |. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin « 828-634-1312 « mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: Ist /Fri.and 3rd Sat.
and Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur.
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583 « Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107)
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;Youth Group 6 p.m.
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone — 526-2418
Tues. - 9:30am; Thurs. - 9:30am; Sun. - | lam
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship —I | am.& 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates * 526-3212
Sun.: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev.Andy Cloer
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:1 | a.m.
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m.
ST.JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Sun. 9a; Mon. 9:30a (Latin);Wed. 9:30a
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: » 743-2359 « Rev. Rob Wood
Sunday Services: 8a2.9:30 & | la
Visit our website www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com for
schedules of activities.

Our Bazaar Barn supports outreach in the community.
Open Thurs., Fri. Sat. 10a -2p.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin ¢ uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - | | a.m.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:| | am




Highlands Police entries from
April 8. Only the names of persons
arrested, issued a summons/cita-
tion, issued a Class-3 misdemeanor
or those of public officials have been
used.

April 8

* At 1:16 p.m,, officers responded to
a 2-vehicle accident on Main Street near
3rd Street.

April 11

* At | 1:24 p.m., officers responded to
a |-vehicle accident on Main Street near
Dillard Road.

April 14

« At 10 a.m., Rhiannon Rachelle Sand-
ers, 30, of Franklin, was arrested for pos-
session of meth and possession of drug
paraphernalia at the Spinx parking lot. She
was issued a secured bond. Her trial date

was not disclosed.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue log
from April 10.

April 10

« At 10:22 am,, the dept. responded
to a Co2 alarm at a residence on Randall
Road.

At 7:57 p.m,, the dept. responded to
a Co2 alarm at a residence on Forest Trail.

April 11

« At 802 p.m, the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on Dendy Or-
chard Road.

« At I 1:19 p.m.,, the dept. responded to
a power line down on Main Street.

* At | 1:48 p.m., the dept. responded to
a power line down on Webbmont Road.

April 12

* At 7:35 a.m,, the dept. responded to

WEATHER contlnued from page 1

Photo by Kim Lewicki

.SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING continued from

page 18

get better; that utopia will develop when
humans finally evolve. I, quite frankly,
find it completely absurd. There is no evi-
dence that humanity is getting any better.
The fear of another global war starting,
COVID, Russia, Ukraine, Israel, Palestine.

Do you really think world peace will
ever be a reality? Remarkably, Jesus says
YES. One of the reasons he came is to
bring “peace on earth and good will to
men.” However, this does not prove any-
thing, it just makes Christianity quite com-
pelling.

For me, the atheistic position is too

when a large, white pine on the Main Street
embankment below 200 Main Lodge and
across the street from Wright Square took
out the power lines on its way down before
settling on Main Street in front of an on-
coming Jeep.

By all accounts the tree was healthy but
rain-soaked earth and powerful gusts top-
pled the tree, root ball and all.

According to firefighters, due to the
weather conditions, the driver didn’t see the
downed power lines and once he hit those
his hood blocked the view of the tree. Luck-
ily the driver walked away unharmed.

At about the same time, gusts ripped
the roof off Main Street Nursery’s side
structure sailing it into the parking lot of the
gas station next door.

Town workers sawed the pine tree apart
piece by piece to clear Main Street and the
sidewalk on the embankment.

simple and reductionistic to fill the long-
ing of the human heart. It cannot hold the
weight of beauty, longing, love and peace.
If, in the end, nothing matters, then why
act like it does? This is too simple and in-
consistent. For the atheist, they look at the
universe, and attribute its beauty to the art-
ist named ““chance.” For the Christian, it is
the “Logos,” or “the Word made flesh” by
whom “everything was made.” And this
Logos thought humans worthy of his time,
love and life. Now, the Christian can say in-
stead, “Because he died, I shall live.”
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tree on power line on AzaleaVWoods Drive.

* At 2:39 p.m,, the dept. responded to
a tree on a power line on N.4th Street.

* At 4:55 p.m.,, the dept. responded to
a call of a tree on a house on Bobby Jones
Road.

* At 5:16 p.m,, the dept. responded to
a fire alarm at a residence on Worley Road.

April 13

* At 10:17 am,, the dept. responded
to a fire alarm at a structure on Log Cabin
Lane.

* At 6:26 p.m., the dept. provided pub-
lic assistance at a resident on Walkingstick
Road.

April 14

* At 6:26 p.m., the dept. was first-re-

WHOLE LIFE
MARKET

Natural Products Store
Hours: 9am-5pm
Mon-Sat
828-526-5999
Wholelifehighlands@icloud.com
LOCATED AT 680 N UTH ST, HIGHLARDS

Organic smoothie/juice

sponders to a residence on Wilson Road.

April 15

« At 12:48 p.m,, the dept. provided
public assistance at a residence on Spruce
Street.

« At 9:29 p.m,, the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on Clubhouse
Trail.

CreaTive ConcerTs SALON
Hair ¢ Nails * Waxing
* Tanning
e Facials
Walk-ins Welcome!
Open at 9a Tues.-Sat.
828-526-3939

Owner/Stylist:
Lacy Jane Villardo
Stylists:
Heather Escandon
Maggie Barden
Desiray Schmitt
Lauren Buckely
Nail Tech:
Jenna Schmitt

Sky

NECTM& bar located Upstairs and Across the
inside Whole Walkway at Falls on Main
"' £y "' 17 Life Market Highlands
4 The Coolest Golf Course
in Georgia

Vall
VdAlIC
COUNTRY CI T.I-I)/
¢ Incredible Views
* Par 72 Championship Course

stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys

* Open Daily  Year-Round e Public Golf
2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta ® 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC

For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals,
please call 706-746-5302
www.skyvalleycountryclub.com
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Following Jesus makes your life
better and makes you better at life.

Sunday mornings
(new series)
8:40am - Coffee/Nibbles
9am - Live Stream w/Andy Stanley

For directions call Bee at 404-307-1415.

Paul Corbin

Owner

mEtntours.com
Nantabala Nationak
Forest FPeramiffed

A&O LANDSCAPING SERVICES, LLC

828-371-2240
pcorbin| 631 @aol.com

> 828-526-9325 <«

Generators aren’t just a “thing” we do,
generators are all we do!

Kiln dried
FIREWOOD

Delivery or pickup

the hemlocks

on 25 acres at the base

of Whiteside
Mountain.

800-805- 3558 828-526-2222

2460 Cashiers Road « Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com

JUNK

WE HAUL IT AWAY
House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate
828 - 421 - 5188

Highlands Automotive
Call Raul

706-982-3803
706-970-7638
828-347-0255 &

Service AR = NC
- ~ Inspection
& : ; Station

Repair

= 828-787-2360

2851 Cashiers Road ¢ highlandsautomeotive.com

GRADING, INC.
valenciagrading@gmail.com

Grading e Lot Clearing e Retaining Wall
Driveways e Septic Placement

CHESINUT STORAGE

Storage Units Available
Secure 24-Hour Access
Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

Look for our sign!

Buck Creek Rd - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Road near the hospital

Ryan M. Bears

Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

ryan.bears@allentate.com

Vi
tate /e Alle
Realtors®
REALTY GROUP

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

828-200-9217 Fully Insured

* Grading
e Excavating
e Driveways
* Build sites
e Hauling
e Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643
Office/fax (828) 526-4758

MEenDozA TREE ExpPErT
Quality Tree Care & Removal |8+ years

estimates@mendozatree.com
mendozatreeservices.com

B64-481-0598

wilsongrading@yahoo.com
INFOECO UING-CENTER.ORG

' LUL TED AT THE

COUNSELING
CENTER

HI1IGHLARKDS,

> COUNSELING-CENTER.ORG

-

WE STRIVE TO STRENGTHEN FAMILIES AND INDIVIDUALS

BY PROVIDING ACCESS TO OQUALITY MENTAL HEALTH
SERVICES REGARDLESS OF FINANCIAL ABILITY.



Cosmos Flowers
Full Service Florist

Store: 828-526-0044
Cell: 828-200-6101
cosmosflowersnc@gmail.com
95 Highlands Plaza
Follow us

Instagram and facebook
@cosmosflowersnc

C\f‘ﬁ'l‘[{!'i

W iie. FLIVYWWERS
v 1'%

e Interior & Exterior Painting
o Pressure Washing
« House Maintenance
e Drywall Repair
e Deck Repair
Quality Work e Fully Insured|
Lupe Gonzales

avpintura@gmail.com
828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927
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e CLASSIFIEDS ®

FOR SALE

HIGHLAND EXCURSION, an Active Tour
Company, is for sale. Call 864-373-4022 for details. Seri-
ous offers only. (st. 4/18)

PIANO - Yamaha Baby Grand. Excellend condition.
Call Susan (828) 526-9846. (st. 3/21)

SEASONED FIREWOOD - Any size load. call
828-342-6806. (st. 1/25)

LAND FOR SALE - 3 tracts, 7.5 miles south of
Highlands, 8.64 acres with spring, by far the best view
in the area at $200,000; 6.12 acres with spring (already
subdivided into 2, 3-acre lots) $140,000; 3.99 acres with
southern exposure, $70,000. 828-974-1137. (5/16)

TINY HOME LOTS FOR SALE. $30k-$55k/ea.
Each lot comes with water, power, and sewer run to each
lot. www.TinyMountainEstates.com for more info. (st.
11/22)

RV SITE - class A only - in Wildflower Creek RV
Resort. Just minutes from Highlands and Sky Valley. Full
hook-up, concrete pad, landscaped and storage shed.
Reduced $192,500. For more info call 828-421-1709 or

Postive Stroke Thought
The Secret to Holing Putts

I Can Teach You to be a
GREAT Putter

Call Jon
305-205-4000

360 MAIN STREET

ESTATE JEWELERS OF
HIEH I.-ﬁl'II:IS

lppnintmunt nnlv' = %
Call: 828- Eiﬁ'wsn =%
Text: T?II 855- IIBZE = e
[mall. n]nlhlghlands@gmall com -

'n

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
HOME REMODELING « NEW CONSTRUCTION .-
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR« REPAIR « DRYWALL =
SHOWER REMODEL  PAINT & STAIN
REPAIR « DRYWALL « CARPENTRY
PRESSURE WASHING

828.332.2520
828.371.2189

MENDOZAPAINT 17@GMAILCOM @)

email bobnnancync@gmail.com. (st, 1/25)

FOR RENT

SUMMER RENTAL. Fully Furnished | BR/IBA
Apartment. $1,500 per Month includes all utilities & in-
ternet . W/D & All Appliances. Security Deposit $1,500
Pets Allowed. Call 828-482-2554 .(st. 4/18)

COMPLETELY FURNISHED 2 Bedroom Cot-
tage. StarlLink, Water, Movies Included. Immediate Occu-
pancy $2,000. p/m text 828-222-9319. (st.4/1)

LARGE FURNISHED HOME IN PRESTI-
GIOUS HIGHLANDS NEIGHBORHOOD. Two
story, 2 kitchens, office, 3 bedroom, 3.5 baths, numer-
ous porches and balconies. Main bedroom and office on
ground floor. Short-term available. $5,500/month long-
term. Call Deborah at (352) 422-7200. (st. 3/21)

NEW |/BED APT. downtown Highlands in Village
Square. Walk-in closet and balcony. One year minimum
lease. Unfurnished. $3,500/mth. Call Robin at 828-200-
0044. (st. 3/21)

COMMERCIAL BUILDING DOWNTOWN
HIGHLANDS - Retail with office space upstairs.Aprox.
1,700 sf. Good storage and parking on /2 acre at 255
Spring Street. David King 727-644-9544 (2/15)

APT.WITH MOUNTAIN VIEW 2 1/2 minutes
from Main Street. Furnished, no pets, smokers, or chil-
dren. Spacious 2 Bdrm/| Bth. $2200/month. Year lease.
Bobbygrace@icloud.com. Cell/Text 727-458-0787 (st.
11/30)

BRAND NEW TRAILERS FOR RENT. 2 bed-
rooms/2 baths $1700/month and 3 bedrooms/2 baths
$2250/month. Between Highlands & Cashiers. Includes
hi-speed internet, water; & washer/dryer. No dogs. In-
quires, Marcy -(706) 982-0444. (st. 5/4)

HELP WANTED

THE HIGHLANDS HATTER is seeking Part-
time Help. Contact Aubrey at 828-482-1920. (st. 3/21

LUPOLI CONSTRUCTION is hiring an office
manager/executive assistant and a bookkeeper. Full-time,
compensation based on experience. Please contact Regi-
na@Lupoliinc.com, 770.757.5004 for more information.
(st. 11/2)

WANTED

PARTNER/INVESTOR FOR A DOG KEN-
NEL BUSINESS on my property south of Highlands. If
interested and to learn more, please email Brian Grace at
gracebrian907 @gmail.com. (st. 1/18)

* See CLASSIFIEDS page 22

A Ctorefs

Realtor-Broker
Luxury Home Specialist
Licensed in NC & GA

828-332-9767
al.stoneham@allentate.com

@ ot i'n,

Highlands/Scaly Mtn/Cashiers
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.ﬂ.LL PRDCEEDS COTO COMMURNITY DLITREAEH

AN UPSCALE RESALE STORE WITH 10,000 SQ FT
OF SHOPPING!

1846 HWY 107N in Cashiers
(Across from Blue Ridge School)

PR

FRIDAY & SATURDAY

BAZAAR BARN 10AM-2PM

FOR MOREINFORMATION ORTO DOMNATE, CONTACT SKIP RYAMN AT (228) 226-2588

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!

Here,There and Everywhere ...
the Atlanta area, too!

828.200.3050

bobhenritze @gmail.com ¢ www.firewoodcompany.net

..CLASSIFIED continued from page 21

SERVICES
HOME MAID CLEANING
SERVICE LLC: Quality work,
insured & experienced. Servicing
Highlands for over 10 years. For a
free estimate call, (828) 371-1702.
Check out our website at www.
homemaidcleaningservicenc.com
! Eco-
Friendly & Non-Toxic, Specializing
in Shower/Bathroom, Kitchen/
Backsplash, Entrance Ways/Patios/
Flooring. 25yrs experience. Also
offer grout cleaning. Licensed &
Insured. Mike Bertone/Owner of
BertoneTile Design & Flooring LLC.
Home: 828-526-4943 or 321-303-

7560 (4/11)

HIGHLANDS-CA-
SHIERS HANDYMAN - Chat-
los Construction — Remodels,
Additions, Framing, Siding, Roof-
ing, Decks, Painting. References.
Insured. 828-200-407 1. (4/25)

MURPHY’S PAINT CO.
- interior/exterior painting/sheet-
rock repair/wallpaper removal/
log homes/decks. Insured. Free
estimates. 828-332-0525 or 828-
421-8600. (5/23)

NEED FURNITURE
MOVED OR ANYTHING
HAULED AWAY? Call or text
James of Going Gone at 828-421-

..BUDGET continued from page 1

may have to be replenished through
rate increases for vatious services
and possibly property tax or fire tax
rate increases.

The major electric grid sys-
tem upgrade and expansion from a
two-circuit system to a four-circuit
system which will take time and
$2,808,000 to get up and running
will be paid out of the $7.1 million
Electric Fund Reserve fund which is
quickly being depleted. Mayor Tay-
lor said the time may soon come
when electric fees need to be in-
creased.

The second project was for
Gibson Street and Sanitary Sew-
er improvements for a total of
$872,974.33. Of that, $652,974.33
will come out of the Water/Sewer
Reserve Fund Balance and the rest
- $220,000 will come from ARPA
Funding, Town Manager Josh Ward
said with so much coming out of
that fund, the town may have to go
up on watet/sewet rates.

Presented was a scenario where
water/sewer base rates for residen-
tial and commercial customers in
town may each be increased by $10
a month - $36 to $46 - and out-of-
town customers’ base rate by $20
per month - §72 to $92.

In addition, increasing water
line connection fees for new homes
was discussed - $1,000 to possibly
$1,300. Since the parts to complete
those jobs have gone up by $300,
the town is actually losing money
when connecting new homes to
town watet. Increases in sewer con-
nections which stands at $2,500 --
weren’t discussed.

Another project, which was
deemed extremely urgent during
the March retreat was stabilizing
Little Bear Pen Road for $700,000
which will come out of the ’23-
24 General Fund Balance. Public
Wotks Director/Town Engineer
Lamar Nix said work is about to
begin on Little Bear Pen.

An item not initially budgeted
for nor discussed at the March re-
treat is ductile iron piping that has
to be replaced almost immediately
at a force main on US 64 east and
Cullasaja Drive to the tune of
$1,321,000. Gas and air are getting
into the system where the joints
meet and must be replaced with
PVC pipe. The town is replacing
all the ductile iron pipe in town as
needed and as can be afforded.

Since the ductile iron pipe
was not in the original ’24-25
budget discussion, to help pay for
the project, two SCADA projects
totaling $80,000 were nixed from
the upcoming budget with other
adjustments likely coming.

Commissioner  Jeff Weller
said since the SCADA projects
aren’t critical, he would be for
eliminating that item to help pay
for the ductile pipe project which
must be done sooner rather than
latet.

The SCADA projects were
for the Ravenel and Hospital
pump stations. SCADA is a control
system architecture comprising
computers, networked data com-
munications and graphical user in-
terfaces for high-level supervision
of machines and processes. It also

2655. (3/28)

DOG SITTING -
overnight, or daily checkins/
walks. Call Lisa. References
available. Call or text 828-424-
4637. (st. 12/21)

CLEAN-UP SERVICE
Complete property cleanup -
house, garage, property, etc. Call
at 828-200-2855. (st. 9/28)
HIGH COUNTRY
PHOTO/KEVIN VINSON:
scanning photos, slides & nega-
tives to CD or DVD for easier
viewing.Video transfer to DVD.
Everything done in house. Leave
message at 828-526-5208.

covers sensors and other devices,
such as programmable logic con-
trollers, which interface with pro-
cess plant or machinery.

The replacement of bear-re-
sistant toters was a big topic. The
town charges commercial entities
$6 per month per container. When
they break, particularly the toters
at restaurants which can weigh up
to 350 pounds when full, the town
replaces them with new toters. At
$6/mth per container the town is
never in the black.

Commissioners discussed
nixing the per month fee and let-
ting customers keep the toters.
However, if they need to be re-
placed it’s on them.

The board agreed to give
the 76 full-time employees a 5%
COLA increase which will cost
$218,895.

The state-required grease-
trap inspections are being budget-
ed - $30,000 for two inspections
per year per food establishment.

When discussed during the
retreat, the town was going to ab-
sotb the cost but now the board
is considering charging the food
establishments, which is anyone
preparing food including churches
and the HF&R dept.

According to Nix, there are
about 50 establishments who
could be charged $600 a year for
the two inspections.

As Commissioner Amy Pat-
terson is want to say, “It’s the cost
of doing business in Highlands.”

More discussions will be had
at the May 2 budget meeting,
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SILVER EAGLERE=#

Native American Jewelry

r PN - gL e c—
Country Club Properties
Your local hometown
Real Estate professionals.

h 3 Offices 828-526-2520

Highlander
Mountain
House
| &

The Ruffed
Grouse
Tavern

hlandermountainhouse.com

Chambers Rca%_
&
Vacation Rentals

Highlands is ca”ing
555 &537 N 5th St.

hig

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC :
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

I IET
Sales, Vacation Rentals,
and Prol;e.ny l\lll;;llagemenl 4. 80 acres
"’ LIVE
INTHE HEART
OF HIGHLANDS!
401 N. Fith Strees, Highlands, NC 28741
it el 5,950,000

tp:
1ttps://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals

Weichert

REALTORS

Highlands Properties

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522
www.highlandsproperties.com

HATHAWAEYs REALTY

HOMESERVIC

MOUNTAIN LUXURY
Dedicated to finding the MITZI RAUERS

home you've always wanted. Broker / Luxury Collection
Specialist
(404) 218-9123

& o Alln O @ )

STRONGEA TOGETHEH BERKSHIRE | MEADOWS MOUNTAIN

Martin-Lipscomb
Performing Arts Center

_ mitzi@bhhsmmr.com
; Eh! 5

DARLENE CONLEY
404.427.2448

Hardware

Hais o

o e
g |

[_K_H ME f Andrea Gabbard
Ty f c: 828.200.6742
[ - AndreaGabbard@

gmail.com

Highlands

Sotheby’s

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

Sotheby’s

INTERMATIONAL REALTY
114 N. 4th Street * Highlands, NC
Local Expertise, Global Connections.

Licensed in NC and GA
office: 828.526.8300 * cell: 828.337.0706
sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com * highlandssir.com

2 W Highlands
¥

Team RickSteve @ LANDMARK

193 29
The Power of 2 REAL ESTATE SALES & VACATION RENTALS
Trusted advisors
providing impeccable
personalized service

HIGHLANDS OFFICE | 225 MAIN STREET

= /
i
Cell: 828-787-1895 ; "’J

Office: 828-526-4663 R TS
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com BROKER

\¥e are home.’ =

PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORS
(404) 219-1349 » HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC




allen

Realtors®

UNRIVALED SERVICE

Our clients rate us
5o0ut of 5 #dk A+ in service.
Experience the difference with the
+1 Small Team at Allen Tate Realtors.

JULIE OSBORN & PAT ALLEN
828.200.6165 | 828.200.9179

LUXURY
pzf | PORTFOLIO
INTERNATIONAL
a REALTY GROUP

{5 DAVID
-~ BOCK
Do € sunpers

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240

LANDMARK
REAL ESTATE SALES & VACATION RENTALS

N -

5 Offices across the plateau!

HIGHLANDS OFFICE
225 MAIN STREET

BRIAN RENFRO CELL: 828-226-0118 o
BROKER BRIANRENFRO@GMAIL.COM

G O

Highlands | Sotheby’s | WILD THYME GOURMET
Open Year-Round « 6 days a week
343-D Main Street « 526-4035
. . s ' o
Our numbers speak for themselves. - 4 Thom Thes
11a-3:30p
&
5:30-til?
Real Estate Firm Closed Wed|
www.wildthymegourmet.com
® Transactions - -
WOLFGANG'S
RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRC
AVerage Sales Price Taste the difference, Always fresh.

Wed. through Sun.

Pat Gleeson
828.782.0472
PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.

Every home ...
has a story.
Let us tell yours.

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com

210 North Fifth Street,
Highlands, NC 28731

Sales Volume, 2020 - 2023 Agents Bi i
istro opens at 4p
Dinner begins at 5:30p |
Downtown Highlands Cullasaja Club 474 Main Street
(828) 526.8300 (828) 526.4104 828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

@ ...on the Verandah
(‘}@ Restaurant
~/on Lake Sequoyah
828-526-2338
42 Years of Fine Dining

Open
5:30-9p
April Days:
Tues. - Sat.

www.ontheverandah.com

Y S

MCCULL

CHRISTIE’S
Deborah “Bee” I INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE CASHMERE
e 0::4.3o;j4|5eeson AN R AT Scotland’s Best Knitwear
BeeGlee4d@Gmail.com Open 7 days a week
and
526-4407

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up
on Main Street ©




