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Saturday’s Trump rally disappoints organizer a bit
By Kim Lewicki

A Trump rally organized for Saturday, Aug. 10 at Main and 3rd 
streets drew few participants and less onlookers.

Stationed outside Appalachian Harvest, which has sported a Trump 
banner in the front window since President Biden won the 2020 elec-
tion, were folks waving Trump placards and banners while encouraging 
those driving by to honk in support of  Trump. 

They sported signs that said “We’ve Got a Country to Save. Vote 
Republican” and “Donald Trump: 100% MAGA N.45, United State of  
America President. Make America Great Again.”

Parked in the median across the street was a lone Harris/Walz sup-
porter who sported his own sign: “Trump has taken the Christ out of  
Christians since 2016” and “Trump/No Morals.” 

Photos by Kim Lewicki

By Kristen Fox
This fall, Highlands School 

as well as all schools in Ma-
con County will be introducing 
ROOMS, a groundbreaking in-
classroom communication tool 
designed to improve communi-
cation between parents, teachers, 
and students. 

ROOMS, which is new to 
Macon County Schools this year, 
simplifies the digital classroom 
while bringing all communica-
tions into one place. 

“ROOMS will be used by 
parents, teachers, and coaches,” 
said Sarah C. Holbrooks, High-
lands School Principal. “It will 
benefit families because we will 
all be using the same communi-
cation tool.”

Parent, student, and teacher 
user experience is at the heart of  

• See ROOMS page 11

Now parents 
students, and 
teachers can 
‘meet’ in one 

ROOM

Commissioners Paul Higdon and John Shearl voted against the motion

Commission votes 3-2 to fund free lunch 
for Highlands School and Franklin HS

By Kristen Fox
With the county’s approval 

to provide additional funding for 

the Macon County nutrition pro-
gram, all schools in Macon Coun-
ty will now offer free lunches to all 

students for the 2024-2025 school 
year. 
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This Thursday is the Au-
gust meeting of  the 
Highlands Town Board 

of  Commissioners. It will begin 
at 7 pm at the Highlands Com-
munity Building next to the ball 
field. The meeting can also be ac-
cessed remotely by going to the 
board meeting link on the town 
website.

The meeting has a full and 
interesting agenda, beginning 
with the board’s discussion of  
short-term rental amortization. 
In July, the Highlands Planning Board vot-
ed unanimously not to amend the current 
short-term rental ordinance to amortize 
and thereby eliminate the grandfathered 
short-term rental use in R1 and R2 neigh-
borhoods. The commissioners will now re-
view the planning board’s recommendation 
and decide whether or not to move forward 
with amortization.

Any vote to move forward with amor-
tization will not be a final resolution. A 
public hearing concerning the amortiza-
tion amendment will be held before a final 

vote on amending the ordinance 
takes place. I anticipate the hear-
ing process and a final vote to go 
into September or even longer if  
the board votes to move the issue 
forward.

The board will also hear 
concerns from the Mount Lori 
Homeowners Association con-
cerning construction issues that 
have impacted their neighbor-
hood. I might add, with the cur-
rent boom in residential home 
building town staff  has been get-

ting more complaints about construction 
practices in recent months.

Pat Gleeson will also give the commis-
sioners a report on the progress of  the Mir-
ror Lake Improvement Association’s effort 
to begin the first phase of  dredging the lake. 
Once this phase is completed, the town will 
manage the other phases of  dredging and 
administer the state funds earmarked for it. 
In a related matter, our Town Manager will 
present to the board a project engineering 
contract that the state requires. This contract 
involves several hundred thousand dollars 
for developing a complete design plan for 
the dredging and for securing all the per-
mits and easements that will be required. As 
I have said before, many preliminary tasks 
are required before the actual dredging takes 
place. The Mirror Lake Improvement Asso-
ciation has already spent over a year securing 
permits and easements for the first phase. 
Like all the projects the town has in play with 
state funds, the process of  completing the 
work becomes extended and frustratingly 
slow. On the other hand, we would rather 
be using external funds rather than town tax 
dollars.

The board will also hear about Land-
scape Architect Hank Ross’s streetscape 
request on Maple Street. The renovation 
of  the Shudder building is connected to the 
streetscape design. Along with this project, 
the conversion of  the old fire department to 
the ABC Store, and future planned develop-
ment, Oak Street is in the process of  getting 
a facelift.

Josh Ward will request funding for a 
survey of  the area where the old Huston 
House once stood on next to the Highlands 
Recreation Center. This new survey is an 
initial step for the town and its partners in 
developing a new after-school and summer 
day-camp facility. 

At the time of  this writing, no 6 pm 
workshop is planned for this month. I an-

ticipate the workshops to resume in the fall.
STR amortization, Mirror Lake dredging and more 
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SU N DAY,  AUGUST  25

BUY TICKETS

WITH CHEF SAM FORE of TUK TUK SRI LANKAN BITES  
& CHEF DAVID BANCROFT of ACRE
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Tired of Unreliable Internet at your Highlands Home or Vacation Rental?

We have the solution
to your frustrations:

All trademarks are property of their respective owners. Fision services provided by Hotwire Communications, Ltd. © 2024

Call 833.986.1570
Email highlands@hotwiremail.com
Stop By 670 N 4th St.

Never-ending buffering

Long response times when experiencing an internet 
issue

Impersonalized technician assistance

Unreliable speeds

Slow, shared connections

Your Current Provider

1 Gbps download/1 Gbps upload 

Guaranteed hardwired speeds

Local Highlands sales and service team 

Personal concierge level service

Direct Fiber-to-the-Home connection

Our Fiber-Optic Connectivity
is Unmatched by Our Competitors HIGH SPEED

INTERNET

1 GIG
with FREE whole-home Wi-Fi

2 GIG now available!

 6999$
per month for 12 months

The Highlands Performing 
Arts Center (the PAC) is pleased 
to announce the hiring of  its new 
Executive Director, Jeanne Pi-
azza, who arrives in September 
from the Straz Center for the Per-
forming Arts in Tampa, FL. 

Jeanne steps into the role 
held for the past 14 years by Mary 
Adair Trumbly, who announced 
late last year her plans to retire at 
the end of  2024. The selection of  
Jeanne as our next Executive Director re-
sulted from a national search by the PAC 
Board that drew strong interest from many 
highly qualified candidates.

During her 20-year career at the Straz 
Center, Jeanne has worked in donor servic-
es, major gifts, and business management, 
leading to her current role as Senior Direc-
tor of  Programming which encompasses 
five theaters at one of  the highest grossing 
performing arts centers in the country. As 
a true “roll up the sleeves manager” Jeanne 
is looking forward to learning all aspects of  
PAC operations and planning for its future 
growth. 

Trumbly will continue to serve the 
PAC through the end of  the year and looks 

forward to providing transition 
support to Jeanne. “Jeanne will 
be a wonderful addition to our 
PAC and the community, and 
she brings a wealth of  knowl-
edge and experience. I am in awe 
of  what she has accomplished 
at the Straz and look forward to 
working with her,” said Trumbly.

For over 25 years Jeanne 
travelled annually to Highlands 
to visit her mother where she 

fell in love with the community and its 
people. As she grew in her performing arts 
career, Jeanne continued to annually visit 
Highlands and developed a dream to one 
day lead the PAC. Her dream has indeed 
come true, and the PAC staff  and board 
are thrilled to welcome Jeanne back to the 
plateau as her new, permanent home.

“I am incredibly excited about the op-
portunity to step into this new role. I have 
immense respect for Mary Adair and her 
contributions to the PAC and I know that 
I could never truly replace her. Instead, I 
hope to build on the strong foundation she 
has established and bring my own unique 
strengths and perspective to the position.”

Jeanne Piazza

Piazza joins PAC as Executive Director
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36 Green Haven
Cashiers, NC 28717 | $699,000 | MLS #104271 

Ken Fernandez & Nancy Warriner | 828.507.3156

#1 in the Carolinas#1 in the Carolinas
Since 1957Since 1957

SAPPHIRE OFFICE  |  828.507.3156
CASHIERS OFFICE  |  828.547.0022

WILDCAT CLIFFS OFFICE  |  828.526.4525

HIGHLANDS-DOWNTOWN OFFICE  |  828.526.8784

Scan to see our luxury listingsScan to see our luxury listings

2608 Magnolia Drive
Highlands, NC 28741 | $2,250,000 | MLS #105866 

Julie Osborn & Pat Allen | 828.200.6165



•Highlands Dining•

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House 

Open for 
LUNCH

Wednesday-Saturday
11:30-3p Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round

Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Lunch: 11a-3:30p 
Dinner: 

5:30p - 9p

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square • Next to Pine St. Park

Sandwich shop and gourmet food market
Open Year-Round

Mon.-Fri.. 11:30a to 5p • Sat. 12-5p (and during Music in the Park Saturday nights!)

Offering a variety of 
hot and cold specialty sandwiches, 

various salads, desserts and charcuterie pre-
pared by a Johnson & Wales certified chef. Stop 
by and enjoy a hot sandwich, a cup of home-

made soup and a daily pasta salad. We have in-
door and outdoor courtyard seating, and a large 
variety of drink options including wine and beer.

Can’t linger? 
Call (828) 305-7509 to place a pick-up order.

The Secret Garden

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

42 Years of Fine Dining
Open
5:30-9p

7 Days a 
Week

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807 
wolfgangs.net

Wednesday - Sunday
Bistro Opens at 4pm | Dining Room at 5:30pm

American Cuisine with a  
Creole Twist and German Flair

Celebrating Our 30th Year 
Taste the Difference, Always Fresh!

Open
7 Days 
a Week

Open for
SUNDAY BRUNCH

with Blue Grass music
10a-3p

Open for 
DINNER

Wednesday-Saturday
5:30-9p

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590
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•Dining•

Monday - Thursday, 11 am - 3 pm
Friday - Saturday, 11 am - 8 pm

226 South 4th Street • Highlands, NC 
Highlandsburrito.com

NEW DINNER HOURS!

A HIGHLANDER MOUNTAIN HOUSE HOTEL 

COFFEE BAR NOW OPEN 

Th1mday through Sunday -- Ji-om Sam --

790 North +ch Street, Highlands I info@oucposcinnhighlands.com f 828-482-7716 

•Letters•

Dear Editor,
In response to the letter entitled “Pay attention! Project 

2025 doesn’t help every day Americans,” that ran in the Aug. 
1 edition, I say this: The Heritage Foundation’s Project 2025 
is not the Republican platform for 2024. Full stop. It’s a Con-
servative wishlist that will never be fully pursued. The media 
seized upon Project 2025 about two months ago and have 
been relentlessly pushing it as a scare tactic against those gull-
ible enough to believe them.

To understand Republican priorities this year, look in-
stead to the platform and the America-first, pro-economic 
growth items that are clearly laid out in that platform.

Interestingly (but not coincidentally), the push to de-
monize Project 2025 started right about the same time that 
Joe Biden’s mental infirmities started becoming obvious. It 
was designed to distract the American public from what was 
happening in the White House. 

The Biden administration has been a failure almost 
across the board. Excessive government infusions of  money 
into our economy created a predictable level of  inflation not 
seen for a generation. Our withdrawal from Afghanistan was 
a policy and operational failure that ultimately led to Russia’s 
invasion of  Ukraine, and has empowered China to seek terri-
torial expansion. Our military has been hopelessly weakened 
by the administration’s focus on DEI rather than warfighting 
and procurement of  planes, ships, tanks, and munitions.

Biden’s (forced) departure from the presidential race 
was less about his lack of  ability to do the job – everyone 
around him seems to have known that he was not fully ca-
pable for quite some time. Instead, it was the Democratic 
machine realizing that he was going to lose by giant margins 
and scrambling to try to preserve their power.

The rapid promotion of  Kamala Harris without a pri-
mary or even a full, open vote of  the delegates highlights 
the hypocrisy of  the “Republicans are a threat to democ-
racy!” Democrats. Can you imagine the outcry and the end-
less media coverage had the Republican party done anything 
remotely similar? 

Even more worrisome is the media’s ongoing effort to 
completely obscure Harris’ previous record, policy positions, 
lack of  popularity, and utter failure to perform during her 
Vice Presidential tenure. 

As of  the writing of  this letter, it has been 17 days since 
she was effectively chosen as the Democrat nominee for 
president, and she has yet to conduct a press conference or 
interview where she is required to answer actual questions.

The upcoming presidential debate, once it is finally 
scheduled, should help to expose Harris’ glaring policy weak-
nesses and present her true record to the voting public.

Ryan Bilbrey
Otto, NC

Demonizing Project 2025 is 
a Democratic scare tactic

Dear Editor,
Over the next several weeks, the Town of  Highlands 

– like many, many communities around the world - will be 
having a debate about short-term rentals. There will be op-

portunities for all the stakeholders to express their strongly 
held opinions. There will be a time for our locally elected 
officials to take whatever action they determine to be in 
the best interest of  Highlands and its residents. There may 
come a time when the courts weigh in and provide a clear, 
definitive answer in what has been a legally ambiguous 
landscape.

It is our hope that we can respect each other’s good 
faith positions and decisions. On this issue we may never 
agree, and there may no “win-win” solutions, only “win-
lose” solutions. But let’s all take the high road and give each 
other the benefit of  the doubt and agree to disagree re-
spectfully.

Cathy Henson

Let’s agree to disagree
about STRs

Dear Editor, 
In response to the letter rebuttal entitled “Women’s 

Rights aren’t on the block” in the Aug. 8 edition of  High-
lands Newspaper, I would like to correct a misrepresenta-
tion of  Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s position on Roe v Wade. 

In a New York Times article about Ginsburg and accord-
ing to biographers Mary Harnett and Wendy Williams, who 
spent 17 yearas interviewing Ginsburg, “Ruth’s skepticism 
of  Roe v Wade wasn’t driven by a disapproval of  abortion 
access but by her wholehearted commitment to it.” 

Justice Ginsburg felt the decision would have been less 
vulnerable to future attacks if  it had been approached under 
the Equal Protection Clause rather than a woman’s right to 
privacy. Ginsburg was devoted to equality for women, LG-
BTQ people and minority groups and very protective of  
human dignity and respect. 

As to the increase in the number of  abortions in 2023, 
60% were the result of  medication induced procedures, pri-
or to 10 weeks gestation, rather than surgical interventions. 
As we have become aware, access to medications through 
the mail is under attack in the Project 2025 conservative 
road map put forth by the Heritage Foundation. When 
brought before the Supreme Court in 2023 the case was 
denied for standing. 

It is only a matter of  time until this issue will be accept-
ed by the court to be judged on its merits. The hoped for 
result? Further restriction of  access to abortion, and limita-
tion of  a woman’s right to make her own choices about her 
own body.

When asked what would happen if  Roe v Wade was 
overturned, Justice Ginsburg replied “There will always be 
states where access to abortion is available for those who 
can afford it. The women most affected by the increased re-
strictions? The poor, who, if  they can afford the plane fare 
or bus fare, cannot afford to take the days off  from work.” 
That sounds like going back to the ‘50s to me. And,for 
women that is anything but the “continuing climb toward 
the moral arc of  the universe” proposed by our writer’s re-
buttal.

Margaret Pickett
Highlands

Corrections about Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg’s stance
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Proudly Serving Our 
Mountain Communities. 

Over 25 years of time-tested investment discipline, 
helping clients achieve their goals. 

Marci Sherwood 
Highlands 

Donald Jowdy, Founder 
Tampa - Highlands 

Robin Cook 
Sanibel - Highlands 

SUNCOAST 
EQUITY MANAGEMENT 

PROSPERITY ADVISORS 

Highlands I Tampa I Sanibel 
828-487-8009 I SuncoastEquity.com I 431 N. 4th Street, Highlands 28741 

Investment advisory services are offered through Suncoast Equity Management, LLC, 
a Securities and Exchange Commission Registered Investment Advisor. 

•Investing at 4,118 Ft.•

Voted #1 Lunch in Highlands by the #1 Realtors in town!
With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!

Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a fresh Gyro! 

Salads • Pitas • Burgers • Philly Cheese Steak • Shrimp Pita • Susan’s Rueben 
Italian Sausage • Chicken Wings • Appalachian Fries • Onion Rings • Fried Shrimp 

Fish n’ Chips • Chicken Fingers and more!

Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! • 828-482-1513 
462 Dillard Road, Highlands (across from Dusty’s)

Lunch
Mon. - Sat.

11a to 3p

FOR SALE BY OWNER
3 bed/4.5 bath - 2 levels (rented apartment)

48 White Clover Lane, Chestnut Hill in Highlands

DonLeon is looking for help in 
locating potential buyers. 

CALL 828-200-9334 or drop 
by the restaurant across from 
Dusty’s on the Dillard Road 

for an info sheet.
Brokers protected. ...LUNCH continued from page 1

 W Terry Potts
Country Club Properties of 

Highlands
More than 5 generations in 

Highlands 
828-421-3417

As a young man grow-
ing up in Highlands, 
one of  the first things 

that I learned was the dy-
namic between the summer 
residents of  the town and 
those of  us who live here 
year-round. 

While it was tempting 
(and often easy) to develop 
a mindset of  “us” versus 
“them,” the reality was and is 
a lot more complex. 

The town of  Highlands 
would not be sustained with-
out those who invest in our 
community, even as part-time 
residents. That being said, 
there is a natural question of  
how much involvement those 
residents should have in the planning and 
governing of  the community. 

I have read early editions of  the 
Highlands Star Newspaper where there 
were questions about whether summer 
residents should even be allowed to vote! 
Fortunately, the better angels of  our nature 
have usually prevailed over the years when 
questions have arisen, mainly because both 
part-timers and full-timers alike shared the 
same common goal of  a successful com-
munity where people come to escape harsh 
weather conditions or urban sprawl. 

Recently, there have been a lot of  “in-
vestment” venture capitalists who have 
made their way into our community and 
have purchased property with a different 
goal in mind than what Highlands has been 
for so long. 

Highlands has long 
been an escape, and while 
there has been money to be 
made here, the real estate 
market was full of  personal 
investments, rather than cor-
porate profit farms. While 
a great many things have 
changed here since I was a 
young man, change is often 
inevitable. 

Now, some people look 
at Highlands as a place to 
invest for profit motives, as 
opposed to merely escaping 
the city, leaving oppressive 
temperatures or wanting to 
enjoy mountain views, clean 
air, and natural beauty. This 
new motivation for invest-

ment is not going to go away, so we as 
Highlanders must learn how to contend 
with it, both in terms of  our local govern-
ment and as stewards of  this area. 

As Eddie Vedder once said in the 
song Elderly Woman Behind the Counter 
in a Small Town, “I change by not chang-
ing at all.” We have to be careful not to 
be so resistant to change that we are left 
behind wondering what happened, unable 
to be recognized because we aren’t what 
we formerly were. Instead, we should fo-
cus our energy into what Highlands has 
always been, a loved and protected place 
that full-time residents, part-time resi-
dents, and visitors can all enjoy, and pass 
on to the next generations with the same 
benefits that we all love it for.

Highlands: 
A loved and protected place for all

• See LUNCH page 9

At this week’s regular meeting of  the 
Macon County Board of  Commission-
ers, county officials voted 3-2 to allocate 
$200,000 from fund balance to help pro-
vide free meals to students at Highlands 
School and Franklin High School. 

In addition, all Macon County stu-
dents will continue to receive free break-
fast.

Prior to the commissioner’s meet-
ing, Highlands School and Franklin High 
School were the only two schools in the 
district which did not qualify in the up-
coming school year for free lunches under 
the Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) 
program due to low participation. The 
other nine schools in the district qualified 
to receive free lunches under the program.

MC Schools Nutrition Director 
Lightner David Lightner, said he was 
hopeful that Highlands School and Frank-
lin High School would be eligible to be a 
part of  the CEP program for the upcom-
ing school year, but after looking at the 
numbers and discussing with his regional 
consultant, it was not feasible.

The overall purpose of  the CEP is 
to improve access to nutritious meals for 
students in high poverty areas by provid-
ing meals to all students at no cost to the 
students.

The benefit of  the CEP program is 
to help reduce hunger at schools, ensuring 
access to nutritious meals for all. For years, 
studies have shown that academically stu-
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This event is made possible by the
Highlands Chamber of Commerce/Visit Highlands, N.C.

For more information:
events@highlandschamber.org

828-526-5841

Free! Community Shredding Event
Dispose of your sensitive documents

and help our environment!

Thursday, August 29, 2024
Highlands Plaza

(Near Bryson’s Food Store)
9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

Benefitting: The Gordon Center, 
Highlands Child Care Development Center 

and the Literacy & Learning Center

Another look at HCA, Mission Health - 
The Mayor

Dear Editor, 
I rarely differ with our Mayor, but I 

have concerns about his last week’s col-
umn in Highlalnds Newspaper regarding 
the our hospital.

Just before Thanksgiving last year I 
was taken to the Emergency Room at the 
Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. I was ad-
mitted to the hospital and was a patient 
there for almost three months. I have not 
one complaint about the care I received 
while there. Tom Neal, the CEO, has built 
a fine hospital and he is a talented leader. 
He has my respect and the respect of  doc-
tors, nurses and other staff.

Before Mission acquired our hospital 
it required substantial subsidies each year. 
Fortunately, we had some wealthy people 
who made major contributions, but that 
was not sustainable long-term. My wife 
was in the hospital shortly after Mission 
acquired it. What a mess - it was totally 
disorganized! We got her out of  there. 
This was a non-profit organization. The 
contrast with my experience in the same 
hospital run later by HCA Mission, a for-
profit company, is remarkable. I don’t 
think it is the type of  entity, profit or non-
profit, but the quality of  leadership that 
makes the difference.

I do believe the Mayor has Highlands’ 
best interests at heart. He is just mistaken. 
The criticism of  HCA leadership by our 
Town leader is bound to inhibit Tom Ne-
al’s efforts to get more investment in High-
lands and otherwise negatively impact our 
hospital. We need to support him.

The problems that have been publi-
cized are with Mission Hospital in Ashe-
ville. Mr. Mayor, have you gone to Asheville 
to discuss your concerns with manage-
ment? Or have you already made up your 
mind that we must have a not-for-profit 
entity managing our hospital? 

Another observation. It takes a will-
ing buyer and a willing seller to make a 
deal. I had a piece of  property I wanted to 
sell during Covid, but there was no buyer. 
Does the Mayor and Reclaim Health Care 
WNC have a non-profit buyer ready to 
purchase Mission from HCA? Remember 
the old saying: “Don’t trade the devil you 
know for one you don’t.” 

If  the purpose is to push HCA to 
make some changes, then they need an-
other approach!

Stell Huie
Highlands

...LETTERS continued from page 7

...LUNCH continued from page 8
dents do better, there are fewer behavior 
and attendance problems if  the kids are 
eating at school. Participation in the CEP 
program also benefits school districts as it 
eliminates the need to collect and process 
free and reduced meal applications trans-
lating into both administrative and cost 
savings. 

The CEP program allows students 
to eat lunch at no cost. Last year, 71 per-
cent of  students in Macon qualified under 
the CEP program. Each year, the school 
system looks at government data which 
looks at the number of  students at the 
schools that qualify for different govern-
ment programs such as SNAP, TANF, 
work first cash assistance, and some Med-
icaid students such as homeless, migrant, 
foster and runaway students. Last year, 
Macon County schools served 62 home-
less and fosters students.

“We do have a huge need to provide 
nutritious meals and equal access to meals 
at all schools,” said Lightner. “I feel we 
are missing out by not being able to pro-
vide free lunches at Highlands School and 
Franklin High School especially when so 

many people fall through the cracks. Al-
though the free and reduced percentage is 
over 50 percent at Highlands School and 
40 percent at Franklin High School a lot 
of  families are borderline and fall just out-
side the range to be provided the meals for 
free.”

Lightner said many families have to 
pay for multiple students and with the 
inflation and price increases, paying for 
school lunches can be burdensome.

“In addition, we have a lot of  stu-
dents being raised by their grandparents 
and using any means including their retire-
ment to pay for the needs of  these stu-
dents,” he said. “Our objective is to ensure 
all students in Macon County receive a nu-
tritious lunch at no cost, addressing their 
basic needs and promoting their success 
both academically and personally, provid-
ing free lunches improves students’ atten-
dance, focus and behavior.”

Commissioners Paul Higdon and 
John Shearl voted against the motion to 
provide the necessary funding for free 
lunches for all Macon County students. 

• See LUNCH page 19
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• See LETTERS page 22

•• Open for the last 39 years, Shiraz has been offering wholesale prices to the public on its entire inventory of genuinely hand woven oriental rugs.1housands of antique and contemporary pieces from around the world. HAND CLEANING• RESTORATION• APPRAISALS 

August Sale! 35% to 55% off
25% off all Cleaning & Repairs!

...LETTERS continued from page 9

• Incredible Views
• Par 72 Championship Course  

stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
• Open Daily • Year-Round • Public Golf 

2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta • 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC

For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals, 
please call 706-746-5302 

www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

 The Coolest Golf Course  
in Georgia 

Dear Editor,
I appreciate the response to my letter that 

ran in the July 25 edition of  Highlands News-
paper entitled “Vote carefully: Basic rights of  
women are on the chopping block,” expressing 
concern about imperiled women’s rights.

The response entitled “Women’s rights 
aren’t on the block,” ran in the Aug. 8 edition 
and discussed the posts held by women and 
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s stance on abor-
tion rights. 

There is a widespread misunderstanding 
about Justice Ginsburg’s criticism of  the Roe 
v Wade decision. She supported the right to 
an abortion; her concern was that the argu-
ment for legal abortions emanated from the 
10th Amendment (historically the source of  
states’ authorities to regulate health care; be-
cause abortion is a form of  health care, Roe 
v Wade became the law of  the land based on 
an amendment that acknowledged that health 
care decisions were a state responsibility). She 
thought the decision to legalize abortions 
should be grounded in the 14th Amendment, 
which provides equal protection to all US citi-
zens, meaning laws cannot discriminate against 
a class of  people. The US cannot pass laws that 
discriminate on the basis of  gender. The right 
to an abortion is certainly gender-specific, and 
thus should be protected by the 14th Amend-
ment to the Constitution. 

Since Dobbs v Jackson Health eliminated 
a woman’s US Constitutional right to terminate 
a pregnancy, 20+ states have restricted abor-
tion access. 14 enacted full bans after 6 weeks. 
Six allow no exceptions even if  the mother’s 
health is at risk. They are willing to orphan ex-
isting children to protect a fetus! Ten allow no 
exceptions for rape or incest, and 13 have no 
exceptions for fatal fetal anomalies! How does 
this even make sense? At least two states are 

considering enacting laws that would punish 
pregnant residents who travel out-of-state to 
get a legal abortion, AND the people who en-
able that travel. And on and on it goes. Mean-
while, the Supreme Court sent the proposed 
ban on mifepristone (a chemical abortion 
drug) back to the lower courts only because 
the defendants lacked standing. These abor-
tion restrictions, coupled with the lack of  any 
new state or federal legislation to increase 
government support of  women and children, 
and the Project 2025 plan to eliminate Med-
icaid, food stamps and Head Start leads me 
to believe protecting children is not a prior-
ity. I stand by my position that the Republican 
Party intends to limit women’s rights. 

Finally, I take issue with the conflation of  
women’s rights and opportunities. Rights are 
bestowed or eliminated by a legal system (see 
above). Opportunities are made possible by 
circumstances. Women entered the work force 
in droves during WWII because there were 
not enough men to keep the country running; 
an opportunity possible because of  circum-
stance. Women do have more opportunities 
that in the past, however, let’s look closely at 
the data in the earlier letter. Keep in mind that 
the ratio of  men to women is almost equal, 
though women (51% of  the population) have 
a slight edge. Twenty-five of  100 (25%) Sena-
tors are female. 12 of  50 (24%) governors, 
125 of  435 (29%) Congresspeople, and 52 of  
500 (10%) Fortune 500 CEOs. Clearly women 
have fewer leadership opportunities than men. 

Women can protect further erosion of  
their rights, and increase opportunities, by 
making informed choices this fall. Vote to 
protect womens’ rights. 

Karen Patterson
Highlands

My rebuttal to a rebuttal
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Come Walk Through History 
Visit the  

Highlands Historical Society 
Museum 

524 North 4th Street

Bring in this advertisement to enter a monthly raffle to win a book 
on Highlands History

Museum is Open through October: 
 Thursday-Saturday    10:00 to 4:00 
 Sunday                  1:00 to 4:00 

Free Admission! 

Visit www.highlandshistory.com for more information 

Kathy Manos Penn

•Ink Penn•
An old favorite and a new-to-me author

I enjoy mystery series, but I 
also like standalone novels. 
There are series I return to 

time and time again, and rather 
than binge-read them, I space out 
the books to savor them. This 
week’s selection features both 
— a new entry in Elly Griffiths’s 
DI Harbinder Kaur series and a 
debut adult novel by an author 
known for her young adult books. 

The Last Word 
by Elly Griffiths

This is book four in a loosely 
connected series by one of  my 
favorite authors. You might ask 
how a series can be only loosely 
connected. I say that because the 
books are held together by the 
presence of  DI Harbinder Kaur, 
now posted in London. In the 
early books, she’s in Shoreham, 
a community somewhere near 
Brighton. She may not always 
play a major role, but she is pres-
ent in the four books.

alities of  the writers. 
This is the second 
book I’ve read re-
cently that involved 
writers and murder. 
I wonder whether I 
should be worried 
about the company 
I keep. I haven’t no-
ticed any murderous 
tendencies among 
my writer friends, 
but most of  us do 

writer murder mysteries. I may be 
looking over my shoulder for the 
next little bit.

Listen for the Lie
by Amy Tintera

This author has written sev-
eral series for young adults, and 
this novel is her adult fiction de-
but. Consider the blurb: “What if  
you thought you murdered your 
best friend? And if  everyone else 
thought so too? And what if  the 
truth doesn’t matter?”

In this book 
Griffiths has 
brought back sev-
eral characters from 
the Postscript Mur-
ders. They have ma-
jor roles in solving 
what else? A murder 
mystery, of  course. 
You are bound to 
enjoy Edwin, an 
84-year-old partner 
in a detective agen-
cy, whose specialty is surveillance. 
His partner Natalka also runs a 
personal care agency. 

This time around, the two are 
hired to investigate the death of  a 
local writer. She died at home, but 
something is fishy about a writ-
ers’ weekend she attended before 
her death. What can go wrong at a 
writers’ weekend? With this group 
of  quirky characters, plenty.

I particularly enjoyed the ref-
erences to writing and the person-

We know the first two lines to 
be true going in. But what does the 
third line mean? That’s what the 
reader ultimately discovers, in addi-
tion to learning whether Lucy killed 
Savvy. 

The story is told in first person 
years after the murder, when Lucy 
is outed by a true-crime podcaster. 
Also included are excerpts from 
the podcast—interviews with her 
then husband, her onetime friends, 
her grandmother, and others. 

Most of  the people inter-
viewed are convinced she did it. 
Lucy doesn’t know because she 
can’t remember what happened. 
Or, at least, that’s her story. She 
was never charged because the evi-
dence was inconclusive, but no one 
except her grandmother has any 
doubt that she did it.

This one kept me guessing un-
til the very end. Did she do it? If  

so, was it self-defense? The two 
women were best friends. What 
could have made Lucy attack 
Savvy? 

I thoroughly enjoyed the 
snappy dialogue, even if  it was a 
bit raunchier than my usual read. 
“Listen for the Lie” is the title of  
the book and also of  the podcast. 
Ben Owens, the podcaster, be-
lieves everyone has secrets. Does 
it also mean that everyone lies? 

I highly recommend this as 
an intriguing read, and I’ll be on 
the lookout for the author’s next 
adult novel.

• Award-winning author Kathy 
Manos Penn is a Georgia resident. 
Find her cozy mysteries at Franklin 
Office Supply & Gifts, and on Ama-
zon. Contact her at inkpenn119@
gmail.com, and follow her on Facebook, 
www.facebook.com/KathyManosPen-
nAuthor/. 

what makes ROOMS so power-
ful. 

“This is a safe and secure 
way to communicate with stu-
dents and families and we are 
looking forward to implement-
ing the new communication sys-
tem,” she said.

Specifically, ROOMS allows 
for two-way communication be-
tween teachers, parents, and stu-
dents, and can help with:	

• Homework: Parents can 
see when their children’s home-
work is due.

• School-related questions: 
Students can ask their teacher 
questions in a safe place.

• Event information: 
Schools can connect with 
Google and Microsoft Calendar 
to keep event information up-
dated. 

ROOMS is a unified com-
munication and messaging tool 
that integrates with a school app 
to unify conversations from dif-
ferent channels ensuring com-
munication is in a safe, moni-
tored environment. 

Using ROOMS parents will 
never have to wonder when their 
children’s homework is due, and 
students can ask their teacher 
school-related questions in a mon-
itored, safe place.

When managing event infor-
mation inside ROOMS, schools 
can connect with Google and Mi-
crosoft Calendar and keep all of  
their event information updated 
and easily accessible on both their 
websites and mobile applications.

It integrates with both plat-
forms with a “Single Sign-On,” al-
lowing users even easier access to 
their accounts.

With ROOMS, schools can 
enhance the learning process and 
create a supportive community 
where everyone is involved in the 
success of  students. Parents can 
engage in two-way communica-
tion with their child’s teachers, 
which creates a more transparent 
and supportive learning environ-
ment making it easier for parents 
to be actively involved in their 
child’s education.

There are two ways parents 

and guardians can access ROOMS 
-- through the ROOMS app in-
side the EUSD app EDUROOMS 
and can be accessed through the 
school app or on the web at edu-
rooms.com in a browser on a com-
puter or mobile device. 

Parents will sign in with their 
guardian account or, for students, 
by clicking “Log in with Google.” 
To log in, users need to create a 
login and password. 

Parents and guardians will 
soon receive instructions via email 
to create their login to access 
ROOMS within the district app. 

ROOMS not only benefits 
parents but also empowers teach-
ers by linking Google Classroom 
to the platform. This integration 
ensures that parents receive real-
time updates on classroom activi-
ties, assignments, and announce-
ments, promoting a collaborative 
learning experience.

Say hello to ROOMS for par-
ent-teacher chat and classroom an-
nouncements in the Macon Coun-
ty Schools app by visiting https://
www.macon.k12.nc.us/

...ROOMS continued from page 1
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•Highlands Area Events•
• At First Presbyterian Church, 

the last Interlude Concert Series, at 
2pm on Wednesday. Featured will be 
Georgia State University vocalists 
Isabella Chaney, Mezzo Soprano, and 
Maxwell Clements, Baritone; accom-
panied by Liubov Shrivastava, Pianist. 
Artistic Director for the concert is 
Richard Clement, Voice Area Coor-
dinator in the School of Music at 
GSU. 

Thurs.-Sun., Aug. 22-25
• At PAC, Highlands Cashiers 

Players presents “The Lifespan of a 
Fact” 7:30p nightly and 2p on Sun-
days. For tickets go to: www.high-
landscashiersplayers.com or call 
828-526-9047.

Thurs., Aug. 22
• HCH’s Dinner with Doc - 

Facial plastic surgery options at 
Highlands-Cashiers Hospital - Chris 
Wenzel, MD, 6-7p in Whiteside Caf-
eteria. Online registration is available 
at www.missionhealth.org/calendar. 
For more information, call 828-526-
1345. Attendance is limited to 50 
people. A buffet-style dinner will be 
provided.

• Highlands School Orienta-
tion:/Open House is 3-6 pm

• At The Bascom, From the 
Lowlands to the Highlands Exhibi-
tion Reception 5-6:30 pm

Fri.-Sat., Aug 23 - 31
• Cashiers Designer Show-

house is the Cashiers Historical 
Society’s signature fundraising event. 
The Showhouse has become a cher-
ished tradition for over two de-
cades, showcasing stunning homes 
and exquisite designs by interior 
designers from the Southeast and 
beyond. The special events during 
the Showhouse are a beloved part 
of this tradition, highlighting com-
munity and lifestyle events. Tickets 
for this event are $40 and $50 at the 
door. They are available for purchase 
at cashiershistoricalsociety.org and 
select local retailers. 

• The Cashiers Historical Soci-
ety’s Jan Wyatt Symposium Exhibit 
“Talking Trout” will be displayed at 
Brookings Anglers Fly Shop through-
out the run of the 2024 Showhouse. 
Stop by Brookings Cashiers location 
to see the exhibit and to learn about 
the history and evolution of native 
trout and fly fishing in Western NC. 

Fri., Aug. 23 
• At Hudson Library, Atlanta/

Highlands author Maggie Bailey will 
introduce her newly-released cozy 
mystery, Quilty as Charged, on Fri-
day at 11AM. Books will be available 
for purchase and signing at this free 

SUMMER POOL SCHEDULE
Lap Swim Mon.-Fri. 6am-

9:45am, and Saturday 10am-1pm 6 
lanes. Water Aerobics 18 years 
plus Mon.-Fri. 10am-1am with Kar-
en Chambers. Public Swim Mon. 
thru Thurs. 11am-7pm, Fri. and Sat. 
11am-6pm and Sun. 1pm-6pm. For 
info, call 828-526-1595.

PICKLE BALL 
• At the Recreation Dept. ev-

ery Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday 10am-1pm 
indoors for the winter (notice the 
days and time has changed), every-
one is welcome meetings.

Fri. and Sat. thru Aug.
• Sippin’ Summer Nights on 

the Rooftop at OEI. 6-8p. Live Mu-
sic and Cash Bar.

Thurs., Aug. 15
• At The Bascom. A Barn 

surrounding Israel and its neighbors. 
The program is at 9:45 a.m., at 
HUMC in the Family Life Center on 
Main Street

.• At The Bascom, Blacksmith-
ing Trunk Show 1-5 p.m.

• Highlands 5K Run/Walk and 
Stroller Race, 6-10 p.m. $40 to enter. 
Price increase Aug. 16. The race will 
begin and end in KH Founders Park. 
Rock concert follows at race end. 
Check in is at 4p. Contact Derek 
Taylor at 828-200-9226 for more 
information. 

Tues., Aug. 20
• At Hudson Library, Fontana 

Regional Library Celebrates 80 
YearsAs part of the 80th Birthday 
celebration, please join us at Hudson 
Library on Tuesday from 2:00-4:00 
PM. Enjoy birthday cake, chat with 
library staff, and help celebrate 80 
years of service to our community. 

Wed., Aug. 21
• At Hudson local author Di-

ane McPhail will appear at Hudson 
Library on Wednesday at 12:30 PM 
to launch her new historical fiction 
novel Follow the Stars Home. Books 
will be available for purchase and 
signing at this free event. The Hud-
son Library Board will provide lunch 
bites. 

MOVIES
at PAC’s MLPC

Tues., Aug. 20
 2p

Tickets:
Adults: $13.20
Children: $11

boxoffice@
highlandsperformingarts.com 

828-526-9047

507 Chestnut St. Highlands

program.
• The Cashiers Historical Soci-

ety presents “Historically Cashiers 
Designer Panel Luncheon’’ on Fri-
day, from 11am – 1pm at Canyon 
Kitchen in Lonesome Valley. This is 
a Cashiers Designer Showhouse 
Special Event and all proceeds ben-
efit the Cashiers Historical Society. 
Tickets for this event are $175 and 
available for purchase at cashiersh-
istoricalsociety.org. 

• Friday Night Live on Main 
Street’s Town Square 6-8:30 p.m. – 
Southern Highhland Band

Sat. & Sun., Aug. 24-25
• Art and Craft Show in KH 

Founders Park on Pine Street. 10a 
to 5p Saturday and 10a to 4p on 
Sunday. Rain or shine.

Sat., Aug. 24
• The Cashiers Historical So-

ciety presents “Talkin’ Bourbon 
with Blade and Bow’’ on Saturday, 
1– 2pm at the Pavilion at Village 
Green. This is a Cashiers Designer 
Showhouse Special Event that is 
free and open to the public. Visit ca-
shiershistoricalsociety.org for more 
information. 

Sun., Aug. 25
• At Christ Anglican Church 

in Cashiers, Free Hymn Festival 
& Organ Dedication with organ 
selections by Dr. Albin Whitworth 
and hymns of faith led by Dr. Bill 
Goold during a 6p service.

• The Cashiers Historical So-
ciety presents “Introduction to 
Mountain Gardening: What am 
I supposed to do with my land-
scape?” with the Oconee Bell 
Chapter of the NC Native Plant 
Society on Sunday 1 – 2 pm at the 
Pavilion at Village Green. This is a 
Cashiers Designer Showhouse Spe-
cial Event that is free and open to 
the public. Visit cashiershistorical-
society.org for more information. 

• OEI’s Chef Dinners at The 
Farm. 3RD ANNUAL SUNDAY 
SUPPER. Book Online at OldEd-
wardsHospitality.com/ChefDinners 

Mon., Aug. 26
• Benefit for the Boys & Girls 

Club, Bright Futures Golf, Pick-
leball and Croquet tournaments. 
Golf is sold out but call 828-743-
2775 or go to www.bgcplateau.org 
to sign up.

• The Cashiers Historical So-
ciety presents “Shag You Say, Let’s 
Dance the Away ‘’ - Step into the 
World of Carolina Shag with Danie 
Beck on Monday 3 - 5 pm at Mi-
cas Mountain Kitchen. This is a Ca-

Sat., Aug. 17, is the annual Highlands 5K Run/Walk and Stroll-
er Race, 6-10 p.m. $40 to enter. Price increase Aug. 16. The race 
will begin and end in KH Founders Park. Rock concert follows 
at race end. Check in is at 4p. Contact Derek Taylor at 828-200-
9226 for more information. 

Dance. Tickets are $10 for adults. 
Children under 12 are free. Food 
will be available for purchase from 
The Secret Garden. A cash bar will 
also be available.Reserve your tickets 
today by visiting thebascom.org or 
calling 828.526.4949 

Fri., Aug. 16 
• Friday Night Live showcases 

traditional mountain music and 
exceptional local talent on Main 
Street’s Town Square 6-8:30 p.m. – 
Steady Hand String Band

Sat., Aug. 17
• Post 370 invites the public to 

hear its guest speaker David K. Hee-
bner, (Retired Army Lt. Gen) sharing 
his experiences during his military 
career focusing on the Gulf War and 
the Middle East. His command and 
leadership knowledge will enhance 
awaraeness regarding current events 
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•Highlands Area Events•
shiers Designer Showhouse Special Event and 
all proceeds benefit the Cashiers Historical 
Society. Tickets for this event are $40 and 
available for purchase at cashiershistoricalso-
ciety.org. 

Thurs.-Sun., Aug. 29-Sept. 1
• At PAC, Highlands Community Players 

presents “The Lifespan of a Fact” at 7:30p and 
2p on Sunday. For tickets go to: www.high-
landscashiersplayers.com or call 828-526-
9047.

Thurs., Aug. 29
• The Cashiers Historical Society pres-

ents “Entertaining with Biscuits’’ Live Cook-
ing Demo & Luncheon with Food & Lifestyle 
Expert Chadwick Boyd 11a to 1p at The Or-
chard Restaurant. This is a Cashiers Designer 
Showhouse Special Event and all proceeds 
benefit the Cashiers Historical Society. Tick-
ets for this event are $175 and available for 
purchase at cashiershistoricalsociety.org. 

• The Highlands Chamber of 
Commerce/Visit Highlands, NC will host a 
FREE community shred event Thurs., Aug. 29, 
from 9:30am - 12:30pm in Highlands Plaza, 
near Bryson’s Food Store on Highway 106. 
Allowed items, paper products with staples 
or paper clips, spiral notebooks. Items 
NOT allowed, 3-ring binders and cardboard. 
Donations accepted for The Gordon Center 
and the Literacy & Learning Center. 

Fri., Aug. 30 

• The Cashiers Historical Society pres-
ents “Birds, Botany, & Bogs Walk with HCLT” 
on Friday, 1 - 2 pm at the Pavilion at Village 
Green. This is a Cashiers Designer Showhouse 
Special Event that is free and open to the pub-
lic. Visit cashiershistoricalsociety.org • The Ca-
shiers Historical Society presents “High Tea at 
The Inn at High Hampton” on Friday at 3pm. 
This is a Cashiers Designer Showhouse Special 
Event and all proceeds benefit the Cashiers 
Historical Society. Tickets for this event are 
$125 and available for purchase at cashiersh-
istoricalsociety.org. 

• Friday Night Live on Main Street’s Town 
Square 6-8:30 p.m. – Spare Parts Bluegrass 
Band 

Sat., Aug. 31 
• Saturdays on Pine at Kelsey-Hutchinson 

Founders Park 6-8:30 p.m. – Full Circle
Sun., Sept. 1
• Highlands Emergency Council Fundrais-

er Extravaganza, 12:30-2:30p at the Highlands 
Community Building. Cookout, music, silent 
auction, raffles and lots of fun. 

Fri., Sept. 6 
• Friday Night Live on Main Street’s Town 

Square 6-8:30 p.m. – Johnny Webb Band
Sat., Sept. 7 
• Pet First Aid and CPR training 4 pm 

SHARP at the Sky Valley Scaly Mountain Volun-
teer Fire Department Community Room. 169 
Hale Ridge Road, Scaly Mountain. NO PETS. 

RSVP Joanneroesner@yahoo.com. FREE OF 
CHARGE.

• Pop-Up Bag Pipers are scheduled from 
4:30 p.m. to 5 p.m.

• Saturdays on Pine features a variety 
of popular, regional bands and musicians at 
Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park 6-8:30 p.m. 
– Steel Toe Stiletto 

Tues., Sept. 10
• The Sky Valley Garden Club›s biggest 

and best fundraiser is Tuesday at the Sky 
Valley Country Club and is open to everyone. 
There will be a silent auction of spectacular 
baskets, vacation stays, artwork, hand crafted 
items, along with great food, music, dancing, 
and lots of visiting with friends and neighbors. 
Come out and support this annual event 
which helps fund scholarships for local 
students and beautification efforts. For more 
information or to reserve your spot, contact 
skyvalleygardenclub@outlook.com.

Fri.-Sat., Sept. 13-14
• 2024 Native Plant Symposium, 

Connecting Place, People and Plants. $150 per 
person. $20 per student. 

Fri., Sept. 13 

IMPORTANT DATES FOR  

THE GENERAL PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 

FOR MACON COUNTY VOTERS 

SEPTEMBER 6, 2024 ABSENTEE BY MAIL BEGINS 

OCTOBER 11, 2024 @ 5PM VOTER REGISTRATION DEADLINE 

OCTOBER 17, 2024 EARLY VOTING BEGINS 
HOURS ARE 8AM-7:30PM MONDAY-FRIDAY AND OPEN SATURDAYS 8AM-3PM 
LOCATION #1 CARPENTER COMMUNITY BUILDING 1288 GEORGIA ROAD, 
FRANKLIN, NC 28734 #2 THE HIGHLANDS CIVIC CENTER 400 N 5TH STREET, 
HIGHLANDS, NC 28741 

OCTOBER 29, 2024 5PM   LAST DAY TO REQUEST AN ABSENTEE BY MAIL BALLOT 

NOVEMBER 2, 2024  EARLY VOTING ENDS AT 3PM 

NOVEMBER 5, 2024 ELECTION DAY. 
ALL 15 POLLING LOCATIONS 
IN MACON COUNTY WILL BE OPEN FROM 6:30AM-7:30PM.  
ON ELECTION DAY YOU MUST VOTE AT YOUR ASSIGNED PRECINCT. FYI 
THE CARPENTER COMMUNITY BECOMES THE UNION PRECINCT ON 
ELECTION DAY.  ONLY VOTERS WHO LIVE AND ARE ASSIGNED TO THAT 
PRECINCT VOTE THERE ON ELECTION DAY. 

NOVEMBER 5, 2024 7:30PM            ABSENTEE BY MAIL BALLOTS MUST BE RETURNED 
IN PERSON OR RECEIVE BY MAIL 

NOVEMBER 7, 2024 1PM  HAND EYE COUNT FOR (2) PRECINCTS CHOSEN BY THE NCSBE. 
PREFORMED BY THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS OFFICE 
BY THE ELECTION OFFICIALS. 

NOVEMBER 15, 2024 CANVASS DAY AT 11AM.  CANVASS IS WHEN 
THE ELECTION RESULTS ARE MADE FINAL 

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, CONTACT THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS OFFICE (828-349-2034).  

THIS ELECTION WILL HAVE A LARGE TURNOUT, THEREFORE HAVE PATIENCE WITH ALL ELECTION OFFICIALS WHO 
WORK VERY HARD TO MAKE SURE THAT ELECTIONS ARE FAIR, HONEST, BI-PARTISAN AND ACCURATE. 

MELANIE D. THIBAULT 
ELECTIONS DIRECTOR MACON COUNTY 

• Friday Night Live showcases traditional 
mountain music and exceptional local talent 
on Main Street’s Town Square 6-8:30 p.m. – 
Silly Ridge

Sat., Sept. 14 
• Saturdays on Pine at Kelsey-Hutchinson 

Founders Park 6-8:30 p.m. – High 5
Sun. Sept. 15
• The Literacy & Learning Center fall 

fundraising event “Celebration of Educa-
tion” at Wildcat Cliffs Country Club. Guest 
Speaker – Shelby Van Pelt, author of Remark-
ably Bright Creatures. $175 per person. VIP 
Patron Packages available. Tickets and more 
information: www.theliteracyandlearningcen-
ter.org/events/coe

• Fourth Annual Highlands Porchfest on 
Sunday from 1-6pm! 

Mon., Sept. 16
• Town of Highlands HS Scholarship Golf 

Tournament at the Cullasaja Club capped at 
28 teams. $700 per team ($175/player). Hole 
sponsorships are available for $150. To regis-
ter, contact event co-Chair, Rebecca Shuler at 
Town Hall at 526-2118

ART AND CRAFT
SHOW

AUGUST 24TH-25TH

Rain or shine 10am-5pm Saturday 
& 10am-4pm Sunday

Kelsey Hutchinson 
Founders Park, 
411 Pine St. Highlands,
NC 28741

join us for
 live music

by nitrograss

 www.highlandsartandcraftshows.com

The Highlands-Cashiers
Teddy Bear Hospital

is back this year

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSERS HIGHLANDS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND LAUREL MAGAZINE
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•Hudson Library Events •
Local author Diane 

McPhail will appear at Hud-
son Library on Wednes-
day August 21 at 12:30p to 
launch her new historical fic-
tion novel Follow the Stars 
Home. Books will be avail-
able for purchase and sign-
ing at this free event. The 
Hudson Library Board will 
provide lunch bites.

It’s a journey that most 
deem an insane impossibility. 
Yet on October 20th, 1811, 
Lydia Latrobe Roosevelt—
daughter of  one of  the ar-
chitects of  the United States 
Capitol—fearlessly boards the steamship 
New Orleans in Pittsburgh. Eight months 
pregnant and with a toddler in tow, Lydia is 
fiercely independent despite her youth. She’s 
also accustomed to defying convention. 
Against her father’s wishes, she married his 

much older business col-
league, inventor Nicholas 
Roosevelt—builder of  the 
New Orleans—and spent 
her honeymoon on a primi-
tive flatboat. But the stakes 
for this trip are infinitely 
higher.

Diane C. McPhail, art-
ist, minister, and acclaimed 
author of  The Abolition-
ist’s Daughter and The 
Seamstress of  New Or-
leans, grew up on the Mis-
sissippi River. A graduate 
of  Ole Miss, Duke Writers, 
University of  Iowa Dis-

tance, and the Yale Writers’ Conference, 
she is a member of  NC Writers Network 
and the Historical Novel Society. She lives 
in Highlands, North Carolina with her hus-
band and their dog.

McPhail to unveil new book 

Fontana Regional Library celebrates its 
80th anniversary this summer, honoring the 
library’s humble beginnings in 1944, when 
the Tennessee Valley Authority sponsored 
a regional bookmobile to visit the most re-
mote areas of  Jackson, Macon and Swain 
Counties.

Eight decades on, Fontana Regional 
Library is proud to fulfill its mission to 
“provide the public of  Jackson, Macon, 
and Swain counties with excellent service 
and convenient access to resources for their 
educational, informational, and recreational 

Fontana Regional Library celebrates 
80 years at Hudson Library

Maggie Bailey ‘Author Talk’ 
at Hudson Library

Atlanta/Highlands author Maggie Bailey will intro-
duce her newly-released cozy mystery, Quilty as Charged, 
on Friday, August 23 at 11a. Books will be available for 
purchase and signing at this free program.

Lydia Barnes has made the picturesque town of  Peri-
dot, Georgia her home. As the new owner of  the Measure 
Twice fabric store, she invites her regular customers to a 
sewing retreat at her friend Fran’s Cherry Log mountain 
home. In between sewing lessons and quick lunches, a se-
vere winter storm approaches. When Fran’s body is dis-
covered, murder is the only explanation, and the remaining 
six attendees are all suspects. In a daring plan to uncover 
the killer, Lydia must risk it all, including her life, before 
she is cut asunder and the bobbin runs out.

needs.” This means that today, Fontana 
headquarters and the staff  at six member 
libraries in Franklin, Highlands, Cashiers, 
Sylva, Bryson City, and Topton coordinate 
a wide range of  services, programs, and ac-
tivities for residents of  all ages. 

As part of  the 80th Birthday celebra-
tion, please join us at Hudson Library on 
Tuesday August 20 from 2:-4: PM. Enjoy 
birthday cake, chat with library staff, and 
help celebrate 80 years of  service to our 
community.
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322 Main Street, Highlands • 828-482-0818

Highlands Mercantile on MainHighlands Mercantile on Main

Fine goods for your family and home.
Books • Chocolates • Coffee • Guy Gifts • Home • Skincare

Celebrate 45 years with Nancy and Bob 
���) &(;_ 'j, 

SALE 
The Exchange for Men 
Excellently made pieces in quality materials 

2060 Dillard Road, Highlands, NC 2 miles South of Main Street (828) 526-5029

Upscale Ladies 
Clothing

Highlands School 2nd Annual Volunteer Day 
readies campus for ‘24-’25 school year

By Jackie Petrone
PTO President

On Saturday, August 10, 
Highlands School PTO hosted 
its second annual Highlands 
School Volunteer Day. 

Volunteer Day is an oppor-
tunity for community members 
to give back to our school by do-
nating time and physical labor in 
order to clean up the exterior of  
the campus, help teachers move 
classrooms, and provide assis-
tance with indoor clean up. 

The 2023 Volunteer Day 
was so successful, that the PTO 
officers committed to hosting 
this event on an annual basis.

Volunteer Day ‘24 proved 
to be just as successful with 

parents, teachers, administrators, 
alumni, and current students 
showing up to dedicate time and 
energy to a school that is the 
heart of  our community. 

The end result was a beauti-
ful campus, ready for the return 
of  faculty, staff, and students. 

Highlands School PTO 
would like to thank all volunteers 
and local businesses (Highlands 
Rock Yard, Vinson Earthworks, 
Bryson’s Food Store, and The 
Secret Garden) who assisted with 
the 2024 Volunteer Day. We are 
endlessly grateful for the com-
munity support and are looking 
forward to a healthy, fruitful, and 
safe school year!

On Saturday, Aug. 10 about 50 students, teachers, parents and friends turned out to prepare the Highlands School 
campus for the upcoming school year that starts Aug. 26. The exterior of the campus and interior of the school 
were cleaned up, people helped teachers move classrooms, and much more.
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Bronze sculpture • Paintings 
Vintage & Antique Collectables & 

Furniture • Costume Jewelry

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

Artistic Charcuterie for Corporate Events, Private Parties, Anytime and Any Size!

The Secret is Out! 
Our Charcuterie Boards are the Best!

Place Your Order Today!
(828) 305-7509

 at The Secret Garden
 208 N. 5th St. Village Square

•Hospital News •
Highlands-Cashiers Hospital poised to continue thriving, thanks to smart investments, 

extraordinary staff, and a supportive community

Tom Neal CEO, CNO
 H-C Hospital

I am committed to keeping our commu-
nity updated about exciting things that 
are going on at Highlands-Cashiers 

Hospital (HCH), so I like to share a “state 
of  the hospital” status report twice during 
the year. It’s a good opportunity for me to 
share news about the services we offer at 
the hospital, the important capital invest-
ments in HCH that HCA Healthcare makes 

continuously, community events and initia-
tives that we are participating in, new staff  
we are welcoming to the hospital, and more. 

One of  the most impactful develop-
ments at HCH this year has been the resump-
tion of  orthopedic surgery after its close 10 
years ago. We are providing arthroscopic 
surgery (minimally invasive surgery on joints 
allowing surgeon to diagnose and repair 

through tiny incisions) and total 
shoulder, hip, and knee replace-
ments. We have had such great 
success this year that we are 
recruiting to make our services 
more accessible. We are recruit-
ing a physician assistant (PA) to 
support our surgeons. The rapid 
growth of  orthopedic surgery 
at HCH has been so strong that 
we outgrew our current model, 
limited to two days per month, 
and we are recruiting for an or-
thopedic surgeon dedicated to 
the Plateau. 

We are also fortunate to have two 
outstanding general surgeons on staff, Dr. 
Zachary Phillips and Dr. James Osborne. 
They perform diverse procedures, including 
hernia repair, esophageal surgery, colon sur-
gery, and breast surgery. Dr. Osborne is also 
fellowship trained with hand surgery and is 
able to treat conditions of  the hand, such as 
carpal tunnel syndrome and trigger fingers. 
Both surgeons also provide colonoscopies, 
so if  you’re due for this lifesaving screening, 
be sure to schedule it. 

HCH has also recently welcomed high-
ly skilled plastic surgeon Dr. Christopher 
Wenzel to our staff, who is offering elec-
tive plastic surgery procedures. A Western 
North Carolina native, Dr. Wenzel is highly 
esteemed and trusted. He is dual board-cer-
tified in head and neck and facial plastic and 
reconstructive surgery and has been provid-
ing exceptional care to patients in the region 
since 2000. 

Patients can see Dr. Phillips and Dr. 
Wenzel in Highlands, and Dr. Osborne in 
Cashiers. We will also be hosting an edu-
cational series for community members to 
meet our surgeons, ask questions, and learn 
more about what they do. Our “Dinner 
with the Docs” events will be on:

• Dr. Chris Wenzel – Thursday, August 
22 at 6pm

• Dr. Zach Phillips – Wednesday, Sep-
tember 18 at 6pm 

• Dr. James Osborne – Tuesday, Octo-
ber 22 at 6pm

Please let us know if  you want to come 
by calling (828) 526-1345. These events will 
take place in our cafeteria.

I would also like to remind the com-
munity about our swing bed services, which 
are critical for rural hospitals and communi-
ties. Swing bed care allows our patients to 
receive skilled rehabilitation care in their 

own community. Patients who 
need physical, speech, and oc-
cupational therapy or nursing 
and nutritional care can receive 
it here, even though they no 
longer need round-the-clock, 
closely managed care. Ex-
amples of  patients who might 
benefit include those who have 
had a stroke, orthopedic sur-
gery, or are severely weakened 
following prolonged illness or 
surgery. This capability allows 
a patient to receive great reha-
bilitation care right here, close 

to home. 
Two other important updates I can 

share are that the HCH helipad recently 
earned its IFR (instrument flight ready) 
certification, a special Federal Aviation As-
sociation (FAA) accreditation to use our he-
lipad with instrumentation only. What this 
means is that our ability to transfer patients 
needing critical care is the best and safest 
it can be. The patient transport crews have 
more options for dealing with unpredictable 
weather, which we all know is common-
place in Western North Carolina.

It’s also important for our community 
to know about the significant, ongoing in-
vestment HCA is making in HCH, and how 
it enhances the care we can offer. I am hap-
py to report that we have received:

•	 New state-of-the-art CT and MRI 
scanning machines with added funding to 
relocate the MRI scanner inside the hospi-
tal, so patients and staff  no longer have to 
travel to another building from the hospital; 
this improves patient safety and comfort, 
and allows caregivers to work with more ef-
ficiency

• $300,000 to upgrade our kitchen 
equipment, including ovens and refrigera-
tors

• Funding to acquire two Cerner Pa-
tient Observer (CPO) units, high-tech tools 
that enable providers to monitor patients 
virtually and identify those who are at high 
risk for falling; two-way communication ca-
pabilities allow staff  to speak with patients 
and each other in real time

These facility improvements, new and 
talented staff, and the heart that every HCH 
team member has for our patients contrib-
ute to our being ranked #1 for surgical ex-
periences within HCA and providing a truly 
outstanding experiences for both patients 
and families. 
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...RALLY continued from page 1

Danielle Adriana
Beauty Specialists 

322 Main St Highlands NC
828-482-1112

• Hair Cuts and Color
• Eyebrow Tints and Facial Waxing

• Dermalogica Facials
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Now!

•Biz/Org News•

NOW OPEN!

Highlands Commissioners 
Jeff  Weller and Brian Stiehler re-
cently updated the Rotary Club 
of  Highlands about progress in 
the creation of  the all-new High-
lands Community Playground. 
Approximately 50% of  the funds 
needed for the $1.6 million play-
scape have been raised and the 
public phase of  the campaign 
will be launched soon.

The new playground will be 
located at the Recreation Center, 
adjacent to the tennis courts and 
skate park. Replacing the exist-
ing playground, the new area 
will be four times larger and in-
cludes nature themed equipment 
designed to be fully accessible 
and appropriate for ages 2-12. 
Carolina Parks and Play, a com-
pany that specializes in outdoor 
play equipment headquartered 

Increased 
services and 
hours now at 

the Community 
Care Clinic

From left: Randy Foster, Highlands Rotary President; Wally Seinsheimer, 
CCC Board Member; Melanie Jones, CCC Director of Development; Favi-
ola Olvera, CCC Director of Operations; Carol Hunter, CCC Board Mem-
ber; David Moore, Chair CCC Board.

In 2024 the addition of  Gy-
necology, Urgent Care and Or-
thopedic Services significantly 
expanded the Clinic’s ability to 
provide health care in our rural 
community. It is estimated that in 
2024 17% of  residents in High-
lands and Cashers live in poverty 
and 17% are uninsured.

Recently, David Moore, 
chairman of  the board, Faviola 
Olvera, Clinical Operations Di-
rector and Meanie Jones, Devel-
opment Director, updated the 
Rotary Club of  Highlands about 
the Community Care Clinic’s ex-
pansion of  services. 

The mission of  the Clinic is 

From left: Randy Foster, Rotary Club of Highlands President; Derek Taylor, 
host; and Highlands Commissioners Brian Stiehler and Jeff Weller

to provide free health care to quali-
fied adults and children who live 
and work in Highlands, Cashiers, 
Franklin and surrounding areas. 

The Clinic is located at 52 
Aunt Dora Drive. It offers the 
largest bilingual provider staff  
of  any free clinic in the area and 

is open Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 1-4:30p for urgent care walk-
ins and 4:30-9p by appointment. 

For more information, to 
volunteer or to contribute, contact 
www.highlandscashiersclinic.org 
or call 828/526-4164. 

Much more 
than child’s 

play!

in Cary North Carolina, worked 
with the Steering Committee to 
design a space that is safe, inclu-
sive, imaginative and fun.

Fundraising for the $1.6 
million kids place is well under-
way with commitments from 
the Town of  Highlands, Macon 
County, and private donations. 
A grant from the NC Parks and 
Recreation Trust Fund is pending. 
Provided all funds are raised by 

the end of  2024, the new High-
lands Community Playground 
could open in the fall of  2025. 

Shep Muir, 7, who attended 
the Rotary meeting, endorsed 
plans for the new playground, 
observing that it will be very large 
and lots of  fun.

To help make playful ad-
ventures come true for all kids, 
contributions can be made at 
https://highlandsplay.net 

The event was orchestrated 
by Bodie Catlin, a Trump support-
er and Republican who is often 
seen and heard around town telling 
people to stand with him. 

He touted the arrival of  a 
caravan of  pickup trucks, cars, 
and motorcycles that would be 
driving up the Gorge Road from 
Franklin, through Highlands, Ca-
shiers, Cullowhee, Sylva and back 
to Franklin.

The caravan was expected at 
11a, then noon, and finally arrived 
at 1p led by Macon County Com-
missioner John Shearl in his pick-
up truck sporting U.S. flags and 
Trump banners. 

Farther down the line was 
Jimmy Goodman in his pickup, 
also a Republican and Trump sup-
porter from Franklin sporting flags 
and banners, as well as others from 
Franklin.

In the end about 10-12 ve-
hicles caravaned through town on 

their way to Cashiers and beyond.
“I was disappointed at the 

few number of  vehicles and up-
set that they didn’t slow down 
for the parade through town,” 
said Catlin. “We did have people 
cruising through town yelling 
and honking though we did get 
flicked off  about 20 times and 
got the thumbs down about 20 
times, too. We challenged the guy 
holding the sign that said Trump 
took Christ out of  Christians but 
he said we were nuts.”

At one point Highlands po-
lice officers came by to instruct 
the people in front of  Appala-
chian Harvest to stay off  the side-
walk so as not to impede passers-
by, to only congregate in the “no 
parking” space in front of  the 
store and not to wander into the 
street. 

Aside from some minimal 
taunting, there was very little ac-
tion.

The Highlands Biological 
Foundation (HBF) invites you 
to its final Zahner Conservation 
Lecture of  the season on Thurs-

day, August 15 at 6 PM at the Na-
ture Center. 

Lori Williams, a Wildlife Di-
versity Biologist with the North 

Final ‘Zahner Lecture’ is Thursday, Aug. 15
Carolina Wildlife Resources Com-
mission (NCWRC), will present 
“All About Hellbenders!”
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Ken Langsdorf 
Lutheran Church of the 
Holy Family

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315

Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30; Worship 10:30
CHAPEL OF THE SKY

Sky Valley. GA • 706-746-2999 
Sundays: 10 a.m. Worship; Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 

CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 
The Rev’d Dr. Michael Matlock, Rector

464 U.S. Hwy. 64E, Cashiers, NC 
CAC@christanglicancashiers.org • 828-743-1701

Sunday: 9:30a Adult Christian Ed; 10:30a Holy Eucharist;
6p Contemplative Worship with music and prayer thru Oct. 27 

Wed: 6p Potluck, Bible Study
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470 www.cashiers.church
Sun. S.S 9:30a,10:45a; Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals 10am.; 

Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.
Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
CHURCH IN THE WILDWOOD, 

Horsecove Rd, Highlands - 919-523-7067 
Traditional Hymn Sing Sundays 7-8p, thru Sept 21. 

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am

Wed.: Youth 5:30-7pm; Women’s Bible Study: Mon. 4:30pm, Tues. 
10am; Men’s Bible Study: Wed. & Thurs. 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 

Pastor Steve Kerhoulas
Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968

5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org
Sunday: Rite I, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite II with Choir 10:30 

am in Sanctuary, Wed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, 
Morning Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org

Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Women’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Emily Wilmarth, pastor, Kelley Connelly Asso. Pastor
828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org

Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.
Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m. Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship

242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376

In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
 909a Bluegrass and 11a Traditional

 www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdrof

Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

Franklin • 828-634-1312 • mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: 1st Fri. and 3rd Sat. and Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur. 

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church. 4224 Big Ridge 
(4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Youth Group 6 p.m.; Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418

Tues. - 9:30am; Thurs. - 9:30am; Sat. 4pm; Sun. - 11am 
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon; Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a 
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD

1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood
Sunday Rites-Holy Eucharist: 8a. 9:30 & 11a

Visit our website www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com for 
schedules of activities. 

Our Bazaar Barn is open Thurs. - Sat. 10a -2p.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers •828-743-2122
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

Adjusting our 
perspective of 
one another

It concerns me when I hear one person call another 
person evil. I am not denying that there is evil in the 
world and there are forces that are at work to promote 

evil, but it troubles me when a person is labeled as evil. 
What do we mean when we call someone evil?

In studying the ancient languages of  the Bible, par-
ticularly Aramaic, the language Jesus spoke, I have learned 
that there are different ways to interpret and understand 
the word evil. 

What is called evil can be understood as being un-
ripe, immature, unfortunate, ugly, cruel, malignant, rotten, 
wicked, diseased, incorrect, or a troublemaker.

For example, Jeremiah 24:3 in the King James Version 
of  the Bible says, Then said the Lord unto me, What seest 
thou, Jeremiah? And I said, Figs; the good figs, very good; 
and the evil, very evil, that cannot be eaten, they are so evil. 

Are figs evil? A better translation may be that the figs 
are unripe, sour, or rotten, diseased. 

How about other people? Are people purely evil? 
People can do evil things, but I prefer to see hope in peo-
ple and see them as immature, ripening, growing. There is 
potential to move beyond this immaturity. Or they might 
be bitter or sour because of  experiences in life, but they 
have potential to heal, recover, forgive and be lovely. 

In the Lord’s Prayer we pray, deliver us from evil. 
What comes to mind if  we consider these other transla-
tions? Deliver us from immaturity. Deliver us from dis-
ease. Deliver us from bitterness. Deliver us from being 
wicked. Deliver us from people who cause us pain.

When we encounter other people who give us trou-
ble, rather than labeling them as evil, we might first won-
der how we can help them mature and heal. We see this in 
the ministry of  Jesus. He met people who were “evil” with 
healing, hope, and grace. Jesus gave them an opportunity 
to be forgiven and loved. Jesus offered people the oppor-
tunity to repent, to turn from their cruel, immature, dis-
eased, rotten ways and turn to a “Kingdom of  God” life 
that is good, gracious, merciful, healed, whole, loved and 
a benefit to others. In Jesus we receive life that is forgiven, 
healed, whole and saved. From Jesus we hear the invitation 
to turn from evil, and by the power of  the Holy Spirit we 
are brought into life that is new, filled with undeserved 
love, and great potential to bring good to the world. 

There is hope for all of  us. There is grace for all of  us. 
There is home for all of  us in the goodness and mercy of  
God. The ministry, death and resurrection of  Jesus defeats 
the power of  evil and brings us new and eternal life in the 
power of  God’s love. 
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Highlands Police entries from 
Aug. 7. Only the names of persons 
arrested, issued a summons/cita-
tion, issued a Class-3 misdemean-
or or those of public officials have 
been used. 

Aug. 7
• At 1 p.m., Marlena Beth Carlton, 52, 

of Cashiers, was arrested for trespassing. 
She was issued at $500 unsecured bond. 
Her trial date is Sept. 26.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue 
log from Aug. 7.

Aug. 7
• At 10:30 a.m., the dept. responded 

to a fire alarm at a residence on Old 
Rock Road.

Aug. 8
• At 12:06 p.m., the dept. provided 

public assistance at a residence on Rho-
dodendron Drive.

Aug. 9
• At 1:10 p.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on NC 106 
(Dillard Road.).

• At 10:29 p.m., the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on Upper 
Brushy Face Road.

Aug. 10
• At 10:39 a.m., the dept. investigated 

the source of smoke at a residence on 
Cowee Ridge Road.

• At 1:06 p.m., the dept. investigated 
the cause of a possible gas leak at a resi-
dence on Biscuit Rock Road.

• At 5:52 p.m., the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on North Drive.

• At 6:05 p.m., the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Spruce Lane.

Aug. 11
• At 11:20 a.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on Ridge Trail.
• At 9:15 p.m., the dept. responded to 

a fire alarm at a location on Main Street.
Aug. 12
• At 6:21 a.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on Big View Drive.
• At 10:09 a.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on Big Pine Lane.

NOTE:
“Public Assistance” responses can 

mean various things: keys locked in ve-
hicles, batteries in a smoke detector and 
more.

•Upcoming Event•

...LUNCH continued from page 9

uz Hymn Festival & Organ Dedication 
Sunday, P!f, 

The organ dedication service will be a musical worship service for the glory of God with organ selections by Dr. Albin Whitworth and beloved Hymns of the Faith led by Dr. Bill Goold at a 6 p.m. service. 
The Organ is an all digital Italian-made Viscount Unico 250 American Classic organ. It is equivalent to a 60 rank pipe organ and includes stops or "voices" from different types of organs from around the world. It is one of only 50 made by the Viscount Company and has been voiced to fit the Sanctuary of Christ Anglican Church. 

"Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, as in all wisdom you teach and admonish one another, singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God." Colossians 3:16 

Dr. Albin Whitworth 
Professor of Church Music at Asbury 
Theological Seminary for 37 years. Dr. 
Whitworth has performed around the world, 
including a Christmas performance at the 
White House. He has published more than 
200 compositions, including 19 books of 
keyboard arrangements for church musicians 
as well as for hand bells and mixed voices. 

Dr. Bill Goold 
Taught for 27 years at Asbury Theological 
Seminary as Professor of Church Music and 
Christian Worship. For several decades he has 
directed church choirs, organized choral 
activities and led church choral clinics. He 
also dedicates time ministering to the 
Samburu tribe in Northern Kenya. 

901133 

CHIRST ANGLICAN CHURCH 464 U.S. Hwy 64E I Cashiers, NC I 828-743-1701 I christanglicancashiers.org 

6 p.m.

The Interlude Concert Series, which is 
sponsored by Highlands First Presbyterian 
Church, will wind up its season with a con-
cert at 2pm on Wed., Aug. 21. Featured will 
be Georgia State University vocalists Isa-
bella Chaney, Mezzo Soprano, and Maxwell 
Clements, Baritone; accompanied by Li-
ubov Shrivastava, Pianist. Artistic Director 
for the concert is Richard Clement, Voice 
Area Coordinator in the School of  Music at 
GSU.  There is no admission charge for the 
Interlude concerts. Dress is casual. 

Last 1st Pres Interlude Concert

Maxwell ClementsIsabella Chaney

Commissioner Hidgon said he didn’t sup-
port the request because it was outside 
of  the budget process and did not follow 
funding protocol.  

“We toss the word “free” around like 
it’s nothing, but nothing is free,” said Com-
missioner Shearl. “It is costing someone, 
somewhere.”

School nutrition in the Macon County 
School district operates solely on govern-
ment reimbursements, grants and food 
sales. The self-sufficient program does not 
require any additional local funding to op-
erate; the only funding school nutrition re-

ceives locally is for capital outlay requests. 
Lighter assured the board that the 

school system will continue to do the free 
and reduced lunch application process to 
help fund the nutrition program. In addi-
tion, he said he will continue to do every-
thing within the system’s means to look 
at data every year to provide free lunches 
to Highlands School and Franklin High 
School through the CEP program.

Neighboring counties have approved 
allocating funding to offer free lunches to 
all students including Jackson, Transylva-
nia, Swain and Cherokee Counties.



Page 20 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Aug. 15, 2024 - 828-200-1371

Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 log cabins nestled in 
the hemlocks 

on 25 acres at the base 
of Whiteside 
Mountain.

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Grading • Lot Clearing • Retaining Wall
Driveways • Septic Placement

Call Raul 
706-982-3803 
706-970-7638
828-347-0255

valenciagrading@gmail.com

Paul Corbin
Owner

A&O LANDSCAPING SERVICES, LLC

828-371-2240
pcorbin1631@aol.com

Quality Tree Care & Removal 18+ years

Fully Insured828-200-9217

estimates@mendozatree.com
mendozatreeservices.com

HIGHLANDS CHURCH
9a Sunday mornings

LIVE STREAM: Andy Stanley

Following Jesus makes your life better,
And makes you better at life!

For details, text Bee at 404-307-1415

Cosmos Flowers

Store: 828-526-0044
Cell: 828-200-6101

cosmosflowersnc@gmail.com
95 Highlands Plaza

Follow us
Instagram and facebook

@cosmosflowersnc

Full Service Florist

Buck Creek Rd - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Road near the hospital

CHESTNUT STORAGE
Storage Units Available
Secure 24-Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045 Look for our sign!

Crane 
Rentals 
Available

• • •

Kim’s Compassionate Care
Skilled Hands & A Warm Heart

Kimberly Ferrell
Certified Nursing Assistant/Caregiver

CPR Certified
30+ years experience
References Available

828-347-2542

LISA THOMPSON
DOG SITTING

• daily drop-in visits
• overnight & extended 

stays
• dog walking

 828.424.4637
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•Classifieds•

► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Off ce: 828-526-8784 

ryan.bears@allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP  
HHIIGGHHLLAANNDDS & CS & CAASHSHIIEERRS NS NCC

2460 Cashiers Road • Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com

Kiln dried 
FIREWOODFIREWOOD
Delivery or pickup

Al  Stoneham
Realtor-Broker 

Luxury Home Specialist 
Licensed in NC & GA

Cell: 828-332-9767
al.stoneham@allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP  
HIHIGGHLHLAANNDSDS//SSCCAALLYY M MOOUUNNTTAAIINN//CCAASSHIHIEERRSS

FOR SALE
DROP DEAD gorgeous ’07 Lexus convert-

ible. Pebble Beach edition – only 400 produced. 
White with red leather interior. Meticulously cared 
for. 828-526-2801. (st. 7/25) 

SEASONED FIREWOOD - Any size load. 
call 828-342-6806. (st. 1/25)

LAND FOR SALE - 3 tracts, 7.5 miles south 
of Highlands, 8.64 acres with spring, by far the best 
view in the area at $200,000; 6.12 acres with spring 
(already subdivided into 2, 3-acre lots) $140,000; 
3.99 acres with southern exposure, $70,000. 828-
974-1137. (8/29)

TINY HOME LOTS FOR SALE. $55k-
$85k ea. Each lot comes with water, power, and 
sewer run to each lot. www.TinyMountainEstates.
com for more info. (st. 11/22)

RV SITE - class A only - in Wildflower Creek 
RV Resort. Just minutes from Highlands and Sky 
Valley. Full hook-up, concrete pad, landscaped and 
storage shed. Reduced $192,500. For more info call 
828-421-1709 or email bobnnancync@gmail.com. 
(st. 1/25)

FOR RENT
DREAM SUMMER GETAWAY IN KEY 

LARGO, FLORIDA. Newly remodeled 2 bed 3 
bath condo on the bay. Amazing sunset views, great 
amenities and more. CasaPalmaKeyLargo.com. (st. 
5/23)

SEASONAL NEW LOG CABIN ON 

SAGEE DRIVE. 2 bedroom & 2 bath suites on 
Creek. 1 1/2 mile to downtown. Monthly or sea-
sonally $8,700 (1) month $7,200 (3) Months. email: 
renee7726@gmail.com (st. 5/2)

WORKFORCE HOUSING - 2 bedroom/2 
bath and 3 bedroom/2 bath with between High-
lands & Cashiers. Includes hi-speed internet, water, 
& washer/dryer. No dogs. Inquires, Marcy (706) 
982-0444 or (828)-482-4239, (st. 5/2/24)

HELP WANTED
TRAINED SINGER NEEDED TO CAN-

TOR Sunday morning Masses at Our Lady of the 
Mountains (Highlands) and St. Jude (Cashiers / Sap-
phire) Catholic churches. Qualifications: strong 
vocal and sightreading skills; technical ability to 
access music digitally; experience singing in liturgi-
cal settings; commitment to Sundays, Holy Week, 
Christmas services. Pay negotiable. Contact: 828-
526-2418 or olmountainshighlands@rcdoc.org. 

ORGANIST/PIANIST NEEDED to play 
for 11am Sunday worship services and Wednesday 
evening choir rehearsals (5:30-7pm) at First Pres-
byterian Church, Highlands, NC. $20K annual sal-
ary. No administrative duties involved. Our organ 
is a circa 2004 16-rank 2 manual Wicks pipe organ. 
For more information, contact Angie Jenkins, Direc-
tor of Music Ministry @ 828-200-0183. (st. 6/13)

ESTABLISHED CUSTOM HOME-
BUILDER IN HIGHLANDS/CASHIERS area 
looking for project superintendent to manage mul-
tiple sites and subcontractors. Please send resume 
to: JW Underwood Construction LLC P.O. Box 
147, Highlands NC 2974. Or email: john@jwunder-
woodconstruction.com (st. 5/2)

SERVICES 
HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDYMAN 

– Chatlos Construction – Remodels, Additions, 
Framing, Siding, Roofing, Decks, Painting. References. 
Insured. 828-200-4071. (4/25) 

MURPHY’S PAINT CO. - interior/exterior 
painting/sheetrock repair/wallpaper removal/log 
homes/decks. Insured. Free estimates. 828-332-0525 
or 828-421-8600. (10/10)

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR ANY-
THING HAULED AWAY? Call or text James of 
Going Gone at 828-421-2655. (3/28)

ANYTHING GOES CLEAN-UP SERVICE 
Complete property cleanup - house, garage, 
property, etc. Call at 828-200-2855. (st. 9/28)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN VIN-
SON: scanning photos, slides & negatives to CD 
or DVD for easier viewing. Video transfer to DVD. 
Everything done in house. Leave message at 828-
526-5208.

THE FIREWOOD COMPANY

Highlands • Cashiers • Atlanta

828.200.3050 

Growing Happiness One Stem at a Time!

Aaron & Justyne 
Reese 

828-342-2740

Local NE 
Georgia Flower 

Farm

Pumpkins and 
Gourds

randrflowerfarm@gmail.com
Facebook: R&R Mobile Farm and Cart/Instagram:@randrflowercart

Mobile 
Flower Parlor 

for 
Events

Weekly 
Flower 

Subscriptions

Weekly 
Flower 

Subscriptions

•

•

•

•
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...LETTERS continued from page 10

THE 
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Highlands • Cashiers • Atlanta

828.200.3050 
bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net

‘Dictator for a Day’ or President for life?
Dear Editor,

Former President Trump is 
known to be an admirer of  auto-
cratic rulers, particularly President 
Xi Jinping of  China. According to 
CNN when Trump heard that Xi 
was about to be gifted a constitu-
tional amendment that would elimi-
nate term limits for the president, 
Trump was reported to have said 
“He’s now president for life, and 
he’s great. I think it’s great. Maybe 
we’ll give that a shot someday.” This 
is the same man who recently said 
he would like to be “Dictator for a 
Day,” can you imagine anyone giving 
up that kind of  power after a day, let 
along Trump?

Recent changes in our law, a gift 
of  our politicized Supreme Court, 
renders our president bullet proof  
by making him/her immune from 
prosecution for official acts. With 
the Project 2025 agenda enacted by 
a president where absolute power is 
bestowed on the executive branch, 
one can only imagine what life could 
be like for the average citizen.

If  the justice department 
comes under the control of  the 
white house citizen arrests could 
become common. Anyone could be 
conceived as an enemy of  the state, 
and like Russian citizens, find them-
selves at the mercy of  the courts 
without due process. Writing a letter 
such as this could be a crime, print-
ing also a crime. Freedom of  Speech 
could be a thing of  the past. We have 
only to look at Hungary and how the 
free press has become less than free 
under the autocratic rule of  Victor 

Orbon to see the future.
If  a president decides to round 

up and detain illegals until they can 
be shipped out of  the country, we 
could all have reason to fear. While 
federal law known as the Posse Co-
mitatus Act generally forbids the 
use of  the armed forces for law 
enforcement purposes, another law 
called the Insurrection Act creates 
an exception. This could enable the 
president to mobilize Federal troops 
to build detention camps and ap-
prehend illegal residents. Much of  
this is laid out in Project 2025. And 
it is not a leap to imagine American 
citizens having to carry their birth 
certificate as proof  of  citizenship, 
running the risk of  that document 
being declared fake. Citizens could 
be denied legal counsel and held 
against their will with no legal re-
course. When one thinks about how 
power corrupts it is not hard to 
imagine how the power to arrest il-
legals could be abused.

And if  the president decides 
to close the borders of  the coun-
try to keep illegals out who is to say 
that effort won’t be used to detain 
citizens in the country. Freedom to 
travel out of  the country for work or 
pleasure could be curtailed and only 
granted at the behest of  the govern-
ment. Interstate travel could be lim-
ited just as easily. Since there is al-
ready discussion of  tracking women 
seeking reproductive care outside of  
their state of  residence it is not dif-
ficult to imagine.

There are so many ways the 
government under a dictator could 

eliminate the freedoms we take 
for granted that it is impossible to 
enumerate them here. If  we look to 
current and recent countries under 
autocratic rule, we know that the 
availability of  goods and services 
under government control can be 
severely limited, to include health-
care, education, housing, food, 
transportation or as the case of  
China the right to procreate.

At this moment in time our 
rights are protected by the rule 
of  law. If  it continues to be un-
dermined by the present Supreme 
Court in conjunction with the 
Executive Branch our way of  life 
could erode and become recogniz-
able only in books. Except those 
could be banned and the teaching 
of  history could be forbidden. Isn’t 
that already being attempted?

We the people have served 
our country in many ways, includ-
ing military service. Many have 
sacrificed their lives to save our 
democracy, however imperfect. 
It is our duty to follow their lead 
and fight with our votes to protect 
the freedoms we have enjoyed and 
taken for granted. Going back to a 
time when power was in the hands 
of  the few is not an option. As a 
veteran myself, I hope not to see 
over 200 years of  service and sacri-
fice thrown away to serve the vain, 
grandiose, and dictatorial ambition 
of  one man, one political faction, 
or one religious sect.

Robert G. Wertzler
Franklin, NC

Dear Editor, 
Over many summers, including 

this one, I have had the pleasure and 
the privilege of  attending numerous 
lectures and programs presented 
by the Center for Life Enrichment 
(CLE) at the Crosby Center and else-
where in town.

The programs they offer cover 
a broad spectrum of  interests, a veri-
table cornucopia of  any and every 
thing you could possibly imagine, 
much less desire. To quote their cur-
rent catalog, they have been provid-
ing “…life enrichment opportuni-
ties through educational lectures, 
art workshops, culinary and nature 

Bountiful Cornucopia
programs for over 30 years.” These 
include subjects on history, movies 
and music, law and politics, technol-
ogy, sports, gardening, literature, 
current affairs to name but a few. 
Their roster of  presenters and lec-
turers, coming from diverse back-
grounds in education and experi-
ence, is impressive. The programs 
often pair with the Land Trust and/
or the Biological Station for outdoor 
adventures, or with the Chamber 
Music Festival for more personal, in 
depth musical experiences.

I have benefited from many 
of  these programs and would like 
to thank and to salute the people 

who are currently responsible for 
this bountiful cornucopia right here 
in our midst, while also acknowl-
edging all of  the good people who 
preceded them. Today, they are the 
CLE Board of  Directors Lee Gar-
rett, Martha and Al Pearson and 
Bill McMillan; they are the general 
Members of  the Board; they are the 
excellent and hardworking staff  Fal-
lon Hovis and Audra Bullard; and 
they are all of  the people who sup-
port the CLE through their partici-
pation in attending all of  these life 
enriching programs all season long. 
Thank you. 

Alice Nelson, Highlands 
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chambers R.ealt_y
& 

Vacation Rentals 

Highlands is calling 

Sales, Vacation Rentals, 
and Property Management 

Since 1941 

401 N. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com

info@highlandsiscalling.com
 https://www.facebook.com/CRVRHighlandsiscalling/
 https://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals

 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

11

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

33

11

40
2

2

2 1

12

10

5

6
78

4
13

9

13

K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

3

Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

Darlene  Conley
Mountain Luxury

Your Dream. Your Journey. YOU’RE 
HOME!

Dedicated to finding the home you’ve 
always wanted.

Cell: 404-427-2448
darlene.conley@ allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//  
PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522

www.highlandsproperties.com

Wei chert. 
REALTORS 

Highlands Properties 

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 2”

Trusted advisors 
providing impeccable 
personalized service

ALLEN TATE REALTORS/PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUPALLEN TATE REALTORS/PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP
(404) 219-1349 (404) 219-1349 •• HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC

HATHAWAY 
BERKSHIRE 

I REALTY 
MEADOWS MOUNTAIN 

HOMESEAVICES 

MITZI RAUERS 
Broker / Luxury Collection 
Specialist 
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

Office: 828-526-4663 
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com 

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

555 &537 N 5th St. 
Highlands

4.80 acres
LIVE 

IN THE HEART 
OF HIGHLANDS!

$5,950,000

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA



Cell: 843-576-9653 
Office: 828-526-4663 
cole@landmarkrg.com 
(i @highlandsncrealestate 

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

8

9

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

Open Year-Round • 6 days a week
343-D Main Street • 526-4035

Open 
7 days 

Lunch & 
Dinner

11a-3:30p 
&

5:30-9p

8

www.wildthymegourmet.com

Wed. through Sun.

Bistro opens at 4p
Dinner begins at 5:30p 

Taste the difference, Always fresh.

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

42 Years of Fine Dining
Open 
5:30-9p 
7 Days 
a week

HIGHLANDS CASHIERS

Every home ... 
has a story. 

Let us tell yours.

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com
210 North Fifth Street, 
Highlands, NC 28731

 Deborah “Bee” Gleeson 
404.307.1415 

BeeGlee4@Gmail.com 
and

Pat Gleeson
828.782.0472 

PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.

JULIE OSBORN 
& PAT ALLEN

MORE THAN 33 YEARS OF
EXEMPLARY SERVICE ON THE PLATEAU

VOTED AMERICA’S BEST

828.200.6165 | 828.200.9179
julie.osborn@allentate.com
pat.allen@allentate.com

Our clients rate us 5 out of 5

 5


