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BOC votes to move forward with
Highlands Renovation project as part
of 5-year Capitol Improvement Plan

By Brittney Lofthouse

In a decisive 5-0 vote, the
commissioners have given the
green light to proceed with nego-
tiations for a construction man-
ager at risk contract with Vannoy
Construction for the Highlands
School project.

This project, which com-
bines the Highlands Middle

School renovations and the Pre-
K/Media Center endeavor, comes
with a budget of $5,491,772. Of
this sum, $4,660,931 is allocated
for the cost of work and escala-
tion, while the remaining $830,841
is designated for professional fees,
ownet/site contingency, furniture,
fixtures, equipment, and instruc-
tional technology.

Commissioner John Sheatl],
who has been a vocal opponent of
the Highlands School project has
changed his stance and has even
began advocating for the project
and the need for Pre-K space for
the 70 kids in the Highlands area.

The county has already se-
cured $902,187 in N.C. Repair and

* See HIGHLANDS page 8

From left: Seniors with family members, Mackenzie Woods, Annamaria Silverthorn, JD Head, Landon Green, Har-
rison Gates, Brooke Fogarty and Olivia Cole. See more photos on page |4.

Highlands School seniors and more
recognized Tuesday night at home

Tuesday night, was High-
lands School Senior Night as well
as Cancer Awareness Night and
the night the school and commu-

nity recognized law enforcement,
firefighers, first-responders and
EMS. Between the gitls and boys
games against Nantahala the senior

basketball players and cheerleaders

were recognized.

Highlands Gitls Varsity and
Boys Varsity beat Nantahala.
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Man reported missing
found deceased

Emergency personnel spent
the weekend searching remote
areas of Highlands after a sea-
sonal resident from Alabama was
reported missing from his High-
lands home on Whetstone Drive
on Thursday, February 8, 2024.

The disappearance sparked a
widespread search effort involving
multiple emergency services and
volunteers.

Sadly, Sunday evening, it was
reported that the missing man had
been found by family members
deceased in a wooded area in the
Glen Falls vicinity close to his
home.

The family of the deceased
expressed their heartfelt apprecia-
tion to the Highlands Fire Depart-
ment, Sky Valley-Scaly Mountain
Fire Department, Cowee Fire De-
partment, Cashiers Glenville Fire
Department, Rabun County Fire
Station 8, Glenville-Cashiers High
Angle Team, Macon County Sher-
iff’s Office, Highlands Police De-
partment, South Carolina Search
and Rescue team (K9 teams),

USFS Law Enforcement, Macon
County Squad 4, and all volun-
teers and community members
who assisted in the search.

Sheriff Brent Holbrooks
commended the efforts of the
emergency services, stating, “The
Highlands Fire Department did
an outstanding job alongside all
the other emergency services.
Macon County Sherift’s Office
would also like to thank the com-
munity for their interest and con-
cern for finding the Highlands
resident.”

In respect for the family’s
privacy during this difficult time,
no names have been treleased, and
authorities have confirmed that
no foul play is suspected.

Highlands Fire Chief Ryan
Gearhart extended his condo-
lences on behalf of Highlands
Fire & Rescue and all agencies
involved. He expressed gratitude
for the professionalism displayed
during the search and acknowl-
edged the community’s support

* See MISSING page 10

ol

TR AL HLALTY

Highlands | Sothebys

Outstanding views of
Whiteside Mountain

434 Whiteside Mountain Road
4 BEDROOMS | 4 BATHROOMS | 2 HALF | MLS# 1030/1

114 N. 4th Street | (828) 526.8300 = 1371 Cullasaja Club Drive | (828) 5264104

M<CULLEY’S

The largest selection of
Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
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Rundown for tonight’s
Town Board meeting at the Rec Park

hursday night, February
15, the Highlands Town
Board of Commissioners

will meet at the Highlands Rec-
reation Center. The proceedings
can also be accessed by a You-
Tube link, which is located on the
town website. The monthly town
workshop will begin at 6:00 pm,
followed by the official business
meeting at 7 pm.

The main item for the
workshop will be round table
discussion with business leaders
concerning how the town can better sup-
port the business community. I encourage
anyone interested in the topic to come and
participate in the discussion. If there is
time remaining the board will review sev-
eral follow-up items concerning noise and
equipment operations and eligibility qualifi-
cations for folks serving on town commit-
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tees and boards.

The agenda for the busi-
ness meeting at seven is full. The
board will hear a conditional zon-
ing request from Our Lady of
the Mountains Catholic Church
in reference to the new sanctu-

ary being planned. This request
has been reviewed by both the
zoning and planning boards. The
Town Board will make the final
decision on this conditional zon-
ing request.

The board will also hear pro-
posals for two amendments to the unified
development ordinance. One amendment is
a definition of commercial, public and civic
building constructions. The second amend-
ment concerns street paving requirements
for subdivision roads.

The board will also hear requests for
two grant submittals. One grant is for knot-
weed eradication, the other is for the con-
struction of a major, new playground at the
recreation department. The board must en-
dorse these two grant proposals before they
can be submitted.

An update on project bids for utility
pole replacements will be marked by the
town IT director, Matt Shuler. Town staff
has identified about forty-five poles on the
town electric grid that need to be replaced
with taller poles. In the past, thirty-five-foot
poles were the standard. Now in critical ar-
eas, the town needs to install 50-foot poles
to carry all the equipment and lines that are
being connected, especially by private com-
munication companies. This project is just
one in a series of projects designed to up-
grade our electric grid.

Requests to take over a private sewer
line and replace a scissor lift at the recre-
ation department will also be covered. Hope
to see you Thursday evening.

"Well you asked what they really put in dog food.”
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CHEF TERRY KOVAL
Sunday, May 5

FIRED UP AT THE FARM
Friday, June 23

LAURENT-PERRIER CHAMPAGNE DINNER
Friday, July 12

3R° ANNUAL SUNDAY SUPPER
Sunday, August 25

6™ ANNUAL OYSTER & SEAFOOD FEST
Sunday, September 22

ENGLISH CELEBRITY CHEF PHIL VICKERY
Friday, October 11

FARM HARVEST DINNER & BARN DANCE
Friday, November 8

OLD EDWARDS & HALF-MILE FARM CULINARY TEAMS
AT HALF-MILE FARM
Saturday, November 9
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Market conditions and projections

s in past years, I have
been researching the
ast yeatr’s market activ-

ity and trends. I do this so that
I can provide clients with up to
date and accurate data, and want
to share a brief summary with
you. I looked at the entire MLS,
which includes some sales that
are not on the plateau in areas
like Franklin, Sylva, Brevard. 1
also looked strictly at Highlands
data, which outperformed the
MLS, and is what these statistics are based
on.

The number of new listings was up
8%, but the number of closed sales was
down 5%. The median and average sales
price were both up 16% and the closed sales
volume was up 10%. In summary, what this
shows is that there were fewer sales (actu-
ally only 11 fewer) but the prices were sub-
stantially higher, thus the increase in dollar
volume. Compared those with numbers to
national statistics, which had sales down
19% and median price only up 2.1%. There
are several reasons the US was down: high
mortgage rates, low inventory, and with
prices are still being high. Because of that,
many buyers and sellers stayed on the side-
lines.

Obviously, buyers and sellers didn’t
stay on the sidelines in Highlands. Inven-
tory is still very low as compared to 2019
and 2020, but we are secing some indica-
tions of a change. The percent of list price
received was down 1.6%; the average days
on market up 12%; the months’ supply of
inventory up 22%, and the available inven-
tory up 16%.

I am sure that the high mortgage rates
may have kept some buyers from pulling
the trigger in Highlands, but most buyers
here don’t have to have a mortgage. Many
of the current listings are properties that
previously sold between 2020 and 2022,
with sellers trying to take the equity that
they gained with the price increases the past
few years. However, we are seeing many of
those homes come on the market at prices
that are much higher than what they are
worth, and buyers are not falling for it. With
all the apps, buyers can see exactly what a
house previously sold for and many times
look at the photos and see that there haven’t
been any improvements made since the last
sale. There have been a few properties that

Carl Romberg
Landmark Realty

sold more than once during that
3-year period which is somewhat
worrisome to buyers. If there
are two sellers that made a nice
profit, what is the chance that
they will also, or are they going
to be the buyers that don’t make
any money?

So, what is in store for
20242 First, I think we are go-
ing to continue to see a slight
increase in new listings. There
will be more sellers who decide
to try to take their gain. The rental mar-
ket is over saturated and there will be sell-
ers who are not obtaining the income that
they projected, or possibly need to keep
the property. And, there will be the usual
listings due to change of life circumstanc-
es, illness, death, divorce, job relocation or
family relocation. As one example, I know
one couple who are selling because their
children and grandchildren relocated to the
west coast.

We will continue to have buyers who
want to move here full time, as western
North Carolina is very desirable area of
the country. But we will have buyers for
other reasons like becoming empty nesters,
or they have finished paying for their chil-
dren’s education and can afford a second
home. Retirees will continue buy here and
expanding families will need larger homes.
Likewise, there will be those that are down-
sizing and need a smaller home.

I expect prices will continue to in-
crease, but probably not at the double-digit
range like the past few years. Although in-
ventory will expand some, there will still
be a shortage of inventory. Properties that
are in good condition and priced right will
continue to sell quickly and those that are
overpriced will sit until the price reaches
the actual market value.

If you are contemplating selling, it
should be noted that 60% of sellers spend
at least 3 months preparing their home to
sell. Nationwide, April is the prime month
for selling, but I would say that June is the
prime month to list on the plateau, when
the market is in full swing;

o Carl Romberg is the Broker-in-Charge
of Landmark Realty Groups Highlands Office
and a Resort and Second Home Property Special-
ist (RSPS). Stop by his office on Main Street to
say hello or reach him at 678-936-9309 or carl@)
landmarfkrg.com.
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WOLFGANG'S |

RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRO

American Cuisine with a
Creole Twist and German Flair

Re-Opening Thursday, February 15

Wednesday - Sunday
Bistro Opens at 4pm | Dining Room at 5:30pm

(52 E

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807

IGHL ANDS DINING ®

Highlands Oldest Family Grocery
70 years of making hungry people smile!
Wonderful Steaks cut—to— order
Prepared ready to heat sides and dinners
Fresh produce, specialty foods and wine, homemade deli
salads, sandwiches and salads homemade pies, cakes,
cookies and so much more!

OPEN
Wed. —Fri.— 9a—5:30p
Sat.: 9a—5p
493 Dillard Road 828-526-2762

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p ¢ Sun. 11a to 7p
Closed Tuesdays

wolfgangs.net 828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC
The Ruffed Grouse Tavern o
& Htghlander Mountain House 828-526-4035

Wine Wednesday
1/2 off select bottles of wine
with purchase of an entree
Sundays
Bluegrass Brunch the Ruffed
Grouse Tavern. Music from
10:30a -
Thursdays
Blues & Brews Special —
$20 burger and select beer
special, paired with live blues
music.
Locals receive 20% off
all menu items

290 Main Street * Highlands * 828-526-2590

| WILD [HVME GOURMET

T A W 8. M

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round

Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. * Highlands

highlandermountainhouse.com

Open except

Closed all
Wednesday
and Sunday night

Lunch: 11a-3:30p

Dinner:
5:30p - until

_The Secret Garden
! i*‘ ii . Modern Fast Food &

Courtyard Market

Open Year-Round
Mon.-Fri.. 1 1:30a to 5p * Sat. |12-5p

208 N. 5th St. » Village Square * (828) 305-7509

Home-made soups

d and sandwiches are

made fvesh daily

The Secret Garden

is a year-round sandwich shop and local
gourmet food market offering a variety of
hot and cold specialty sandwiches,
various salads, desserts and charcuterie.
Stop by this winter and enjoy a hot sandwich,
a cup of homemade soup and more.
We have indoor and outdoor seating, a
large variety of drink options
including wine and beer.
Can’t linger?

Call (828) 305-7509 to place a pick-up order.




Georgetta Penland Dixon

Georgetta Penland Dixon, 81 of Cantonment, FL,
passed away Thursday, Dec. 8, 2023. Georgetta was born
Now. 2, 1942 in Highlands, NC to James N. Penland and
Mozelle Chastain Penland. She married Joe E Dixon, Aug
7,1962 in West Palm Beach, FL. They were happily married
for 49 years. Georgetta worked for nearly 30 years for the
state of Florida as a benefit recovery specialist.

Georgetta enjoyed spending time with her son Jeff and
his wife Melody; her grandchildren Madison, Hudson, and
Lillian. She was an avid reader and fan of races at Five Flags
speedway and NASCAR racing.

Georgetta is preceded in death by her husband Joe. F
Dixon; mother Mozelle Burrell; stepfather Shirley Burrell;
and her father James N. Penland.

She is survived by her son Jeffery S. Dixon and his wife
Melody of Tallahassee, FL; grandchildren Jennifer Dixon
and Wesley Dixon; great grandchildren Madison, Hud-
son, and Lillian; sister Elaine Tilson of Highlands, NC and
nephew and nieces David, Gabrielle and Jessica.

She will be laid to rest with her husband Joe E. Dixon
at Barrancas National Cemetery.

Charles Eugene ‘Gene’ Moss

Charles Eugene “Gene” Moss Jr., 68, of Atlanta went
to be with the Lord on December 30, 2023. He was born
on September 6, 1955, in Chatlotte, NC to the late Chatles
and Claudia Moss.

Mr. Moss was a graduate from Georgia Tech and
worked in the construction industry as a construction ex-
ecutive. After retitement he moved to Cashiers, NC with his
wife Maribeth. He was an avid fly fisherman and loved be-
ing in the outdoors. He loved to hike and explore the moun-
tains in Western North Carolina. He was of the Method-
ist Faith and was a member at Cashiers United Methodist
Church.

Charles is survived by his wife of 47years, Maribeth
Moss. In addition, he is survived by one son, Johnathon
“Reed” Moss of Baltimore, Maryland. In addition to his
parents, he is preceded in death by one son, Charles Eugene
Moss II1.

A service will be held at a later date, in the spring at
Cashiers United Methodist Church.

Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuner-
alhome.com. Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrange-
ments.

[o—
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Samaritan’s Purse says

thanks to the community

Thanks to the overwhelming generosity of the people
of Highlands and Cashiers, Operation Christmas Child had
a very successful season in your area. Across the US,, the
Samaritan’s Purse project collected 10 million shoebox gifts
in 2023. Combined with those collected from partnering
countties in 2023, the ministry is now sending over 11.3
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million shoebox gifts to children worldwide.

Through shoeboxes—packed with fun toys, school
supplies, and personal care items—Highlands and Cashiers
area volunteers brought joy to children in need around the
world. Each gift-filled shoebox is a tangible expression of
God’s love, and it is often the first gift these children have
ever received. Through the continued generosity of donors
since 1993, Operation Christmas Child has collected and
delivered more than 220 million gift-filled shoeboxes to chil-
dren in more than 170 countries and territories.

Across Western North Carolina, shoebox packers of-
ten shop for deals on shoebox items throughout the year,
and many serve at a deeper level by becoming a year-round
volunteer. Information about ways area participants can get
involved year-round can also be found at samaritanspurse.
org/occ.

Although local drop off locations for shoebox gifts are
closed until Now. 18 — 25, 2024, anyone can still be a part of
this life-changing project by conveniently packing a shoebox
gift online in just a few simple clicks at samaritanspurse.org/
buildonline.

These simple gifts, packed with love, send a message to
children worldwide that they are loved and not forgotten.

Brenda Hackett

Is a new Franklin High
School really needed?

Dear Editor,

Sometimes it’s the “dumb” question that leads to the
best answer. I would like to ask a dumb question: Why are
we spending so many millions to build a new high school
building in Franklin?

Unless the current building is nearing condemnation,
I would opine that we would get vastly more bang for our
buck by extensive renovations and putting a whole lot of the
money into better pay and support for our teachers.

Students do not learn because they are in a pretty build-
ing (I admit that if there is no air conditioning, for example,
they will suffer), but rather because they have excellent, dedi-
cated, teachers who create excitement in their students.

Teaching is one of the most important and challenging
jobs in our society, yet we pay our teachers a pittance, then
complain when our children don’t meet our expectations.

Take a big chunk of the money we’re now planning to
give to our local building contractors and double the pay
of our teachers and see who applies for teaching jobs here!
And see the results we will get in terms of how our children
learn and thrive.

I agree that having a track for our students to run on is
very nice, but not when many of our teachers have to work
a second job to make ends meet.

How can we expect to have the best educational experi-
ence for our children if we don’t have and support the best
teachers and teaching programs?

As long as the physical facilities are safe and comfort-
able, the emphasis must be on the intellectual resources and
our children’s brains, not on the physical environment in
which we teach them.

Beautiful school buildings do not accomplish educa-
tional goals — that depends on our teachers. Recruit the best
and pay them well (well enough to actually be able to recruit
and adequately support the very best).

Robert E. Wood, PhD MD
Highlands

What is a strong President?

Dear Editor,

I asked myself a question. What do I want in a Presi-
dent? To be “strong”?

In about nine months from now I will have to choose
to vote for one of two or more people to become (o, in
one case, remain) President of these United States, or to
not vote. I could, of course, simply vote based on a po-
litical party membership, and not think too hard about the
choice. But if I take seriously the question of what I want
in that person, some descriptions come to mind. One of
those characteristics is “strong” Indeed, we often say we
want a President to be strong. What does it mean to me that

* See LETTERS page 8

L.ove is
in the

Air]

Get on our calendar this month
for the “I love my family”
special and we will help you
during your Life & Legacy
Planning Session protect
everyone you love, plus we will
waive our normal $750 session
fee and we will send you home
with the peace of mind youand
your loved ones need most.

A L |'|'|"l,-f}f

Get started

today! D

O s28-482-1241
www.brlegacylaw.com
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THE
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!

Here,There and Everywhere ...
the Atlanta area, too!

828.200.3050

bobhenritze @gmail.com « www.firewoodcompany.net

Read Highlands Newspaper for free from everywhere ...on
the street or on the web.
Go to www.highlandsinfo.com. Click on Local News.
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AN UPSCALE RESALE STD.RE WITH 10,000 SQ FT
OF SHOPPING!

1846 HWY 107N in Cashiers
(Across from Blue Ridge School)

FRIDAY & SATURDAY
BAZAAR BARN 10AM-2PM

FOR MOREINFORMATION ORTO DONATE, CONTACT SKIP RYAMN AT (228) 228-1588

..HIGHLANDS continued from page 1

Renovation Lottery funds for the
Highlands Middle School segment
of the project, albeit it was not
explicitly included in the financial
presentation.

Macon County Finance Di-
rector Lori Hall has outlined a
plan for the county to acquire a
$72 million loan to cover both
the Highlands School Project and
funded needed to complete the
construction of a new Franklin
High School.

According to Hall, this ap-
proach consolidates the financing
into a single large loan. Hall em-
phasized that this strategy would
expedite the process, with the
bond sale slated for July to ensure
funds are available by August 1.

With Franklin High School
and Highlands School integrated
into the capital improvement plan,
Hall underscored the financial ad-
vantage of borrowing upfront. By
investing the borrowed funds into
a capital reserve, the county can
accrue interest before making pay-
ments.

During the meeting, the Ma-
con County Board of Commis-
sioners also received updates on
the financial status of the Frank-
lin High School project. Follow-
ing deliberations, they voted 3-2
in favor of initiating a request for

qualifications process to secure a
construction manager at risk for
Franklin High School

According to LS3P, the de-
sign firm for the FHS project, the
latest estimated cost for the high
school stands at $127,086,271, up
nearly $10 million from the origi-
nal $118 million proposal. The
cost increase is due to inflation
and increased construction costs
as well as adding 9,000 square feet
to move Bartram Academy to the
FHS campus, which was essential
in being able to secure the $62 mil-
lion loan from the state.

This amount encompasses
$97,608,825 for the new FHS
building and demolition of exist-
ing structures, $12,560,217 for the
stadium complex, $4,406,762 for
cost escalation, and the remaining
$12,510,467 for professional fees,
contingency, furniture, fixtures,
equipment, and instructional tech-
nology.

To complete both projects,
Macon County will leverage the
recently approved $62 million
grant from the state, $20 million
of the county’s fund balance, and
the $72 million loan.

Commissioner John Shearl
said that he has been “bombard-
ed” by people in Macon County
who support a new high school,

..LETTERS continued from page 7

a President is strong enough?

As I begin to write, I realize
that this is not about one elec-
tion. It is about all elections and all
the Presidents and candidates to
come, whoever they may be. So, 1
will address those known and un-
known individuals directly.

You, who are, or hope to be,
President, I want you to be strong
enough.

Strong enough to, as a poet
wrote,

“Keep your head when all
about you are losing theirs and
blaming it on you.”

Strong enough to remember
the difference between justice and
revenge.

Strong enough to remember
the difference between steadfast
and stubborn.

Strong enough, when the law
and ambition are at odds, to keep
to the law.

Strong enough to listen to the
things you do not want to hear.

Strong enough to question
the things you do want to hear.

Strong enough to admit when
you have made a mistake.

Strong enough to act de-
cisively when necessary and ac-
knowledge the risk when the data
is incomplete.

Strong enough to wait to act
when possible despite political
pressure.

Strong enough to listen to
your opponents with respect, and
to consider that they might have
a point, even if it may not be the
point they think they have.

Strong enough to remember

but oppose a high school be-
ing built at the current location.
Shearl said he would like to fut-
ther delay the project and instead
place the measure on the ballot
for voters to decide in November.

However, with 15 months
of delay debating the project, the
FHS project has already seen a
$10 million increase while com-
missioners argue back and forth.
Commissioner Danny Antoine
said that 100% of the people he
has spoken with are in favor of
moving forward and don’t want
to see the project delayed even
further.

“These kids need a new
school,” Antoine said. “I don’t see
why it needs to be kicked down
the road.”

Commissioner Paul Hig-
don agreed with Shearl and said
the nine-month period between
now and November “isn’t that
far away” and supported placing
it on the ballot. Higdon also be-
gan the argument of debating “a
new shiny building” and said the
board should instead look at the
N.C. Department of Public In-
struction’s annual School Report
Card to discuss school grades to
see if there are getting a return on
their investment in building a new

* See HIGHLANDS page 9

the difference between leadership
and domination.

Strong enough to resist the
seduction of power, even the le-
gitimate powers you are given.

Strong enough to hold those
who serve under you to your own
high standards.

I know that is a lot to ask
of anybody, of any fallible hu-
man mortal, let alone someone
charged with the awesome re-
sponsibilities, challenges, and
powers of the Presidency. All I,
or any of us who will have voted
for or against you can ask is that
you will do your best, and in good
faith to honestly keep the prom-
ises of your oath of office.

Robert Wertzler
Franklin



e INK PENN®

Team building can be murder

wo of my recent
reads involved
death—or at least

the possibility of it—dut-
ing team-building trips. For
a portion of my corporate
career, I worked in Person-
nel and facilitated leadership
programs. And, yes, I facili-
tated team-building events,
too. Thank goodness no
one ever died.

Why did I read two
books like this? The answer is that I've
been desperately trying to finish writing
the latest book in my cozy mystery se-
ries and it’s set during a conference that
includes outdoor team building activities.
Because my books usually include a book
club meeting where the book that’s read
that month loosely ties to the plot, these
two selections appeared to fit the bill.

For example, book five in my series
is set in Tintagel, where King Arthus was
allegedly conceived, so the book club se-
lection was “The Once and Future King.”
For my Christmas book, I chose “Mr.
Dickens and his Christmas” as the choice.
In search of something to fit the bill for
my current book, I stumbled across two
that might work.

“Force of Nature” by Jane Harper

As this book opens in the bushland
of Australia, five women on a corporate
retreat in the wilderness are late to their
rendezvous point. They’ve been camping
for several nights. Are they experienced
campers? No, but they have maps and
food and equipment, and this experience
has been set up by an outdoor event com-
pany. It’s not the norm for a group to be
late, nor is it the norm for only four of the
five to make it back.

What is the norm, based on my expe-
rience, is for tensions to rise. My groups
never did overnight trips, but they did
spend %2 to a whole day outdoors work-
ing through puzzles and problems. One
program even had them building a bridge
across a small ravine. All of that creates
an environment ripe for competition and
disagreements over the best solution, even
raised voices and arguments.

Is the missing woman dead or in-
jured? You’ll have to read the book to find
out. The author slowly reveals the back-
story of the office relationships and how
they spill over into the wilderness, and
you’ll be on the edge of your seat until the

Kathy Manos Penn

very end.

I realized as I read this
one that I'd also read the
first book in the series, but
I couldn’t remember much
about it other than that I en-
joyed it. That means “Force
of Nature” can easily be
read as a standalone.

“Death by Team Build-
ing” by Cheri Baker

Given the title, there’s
no doubt that someone
will die in this book. It’s just a question of
who it will be. Again, the setting is a team
building retreat, except this one happens at
a remote resort in the Pacific Northwest.
The participants are the executive team of
a hospital, there to bond and work on goals
for the next year. There’s also an external
consultant and Kat Voyzey, who’ there
representing the Director of Personnel,
who can’t make it.

I laughed when I read the tag line,
“Group work always bites you in the a__.
That was true in ninth grade history class,
and just as true in a murder investigation.”
The dialogue is snappy, and the mystery
kept me guessing. As one review says, “The
amateur sleuth is smart and funny, which
makes this cozy mystery very enjoyable.
The setting is very Agatha Christie meets
the Pacific Northwest.” Like an Agatha
Christie mystery, there may not be that
many characters, but everyone has a pos-
sible motive for doing away with the victim.

The addition of a snowstorm that
means the group can’t leave and the police
can’t get to them heightens the suspense.
Will a second person die? You never know.
This is book three in a four-book series, but
I had no problem enjoying it, even though,
in this case, I had not read any of the earlier
books.

Though both books involve team
building, the tones are very different. The
second one is a cozy mystery and a bit
lighter than the first. The first has federal
agents and police working to solve the case.
The second is solved by an amateur sleuth.
I predict you’ll enjoy both.

Award-winning author Kathy Manos
Penn is a Georgia resident. Find her cozy
mysteries at Franklin Office Supply &
Gifts, and on Amazon. Contact her at ink-
pennl19@gmail.com, and follow her on
Facebook, www.facebook.com/KathyM-
anosPennAuthor/.
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..HIGHLANDS continued from page 8

school based on student performance.
Commissioner Antoine disagreed and
defended student scores by pointing out
that student learning was interrupted dur-
ing COVID19 and the school system is still
working to combat that loss in instruction.
Despite opposition from his fellow
commissioners, Commissioner Shear] made
a motion, which was seconded by Commis-
sioner Higdon to delay the FHS project
until November. Shearl’s motion failed by
a vote of 2-3 and then was followed by the

S5k

3-2 vote to move forward.

Both school projects are part of a de-
tailed five-year capital improvement plan,
going through the fiscal year 2028-29, to-
taling $180,709,610 presented by Macon
County Manager Derek Roland.

A total of $92,544,912 of the proposed
cost for the project would come from utiliz-
ing the county’s fund balance and taking on
debt. A detailed breakdown of the 5-year
plan will be featured in next week’s edition
of the Highlands Newspaper.

AT OLD EDWARDS

Black Tea &

~ Bergamot IFacial
Y

LIMITED EDITION
ASONAL TRE

ATMEN

Lunch
Tue$. - sato
11a to 3p

CLOSED - Reopen

Salads e Pitas ® Burgers ¢ Philly Cheese Steak ¢ Shrimp Pita e Susan’s Rueben
Italian Sausage ® Chicken Wings e Appalachian Fries ® Onion Rings ® Fried Shrimp|
Fish n’ Chips e Chicken Fingers and more!

ing Tuesday, Feb. 20

Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! ¢ 828-482-1513
462 Dillard Road, Highlands (across from Dusty’s)
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BLLELNE&S/ ORGANIZATION NEWS ®

Representatives of three human needs charities - The Literacy and Learning Center of Highlands, REACH of Macon
County, and the Community Care Clinic of Highlands and Cashiers - along with HMF volunteers and Town officials
were on hand for the official check presentation Monday morning at the Rec Park.
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142 HWY 107, Cashiers, NC 28717 - 828-482-5011 » Open Year Round

Highlands Motoring Festival
presented checks to local charities

The 2023 Highlands Motot-
ing Festival® was the most suc-
cessful in festival history by ev-
ery measure including financial
support to local human needs
charities. To commemorate this
accomplishment, there was a pre-
sentation of the funds to the three
human needs charities. Represen-
tatives for the Literacy and Learn-
ing Center of Highlands, REACH
of Macon County, and the Com-
munity Care Clinic of Highlands
and Cashiers along with HMF vol-
unteers and Town officials were
on hand for the official check pre-
sentation.

The festival’s net proceeds
of $105,000 have been distributed
equally between the three charity
organizations. Highlands Motor-
ing Festival® is a 501.c3 non-prof-
it and is an all-volunteer team of
classic car enthusiasts.

The 16th annual Highlands
Mototing Festival® was held on
June 8-11, 2023. Amazing collec-
tor cars could be seen on town
streets during the four-day festival
which consisted of two days of
driving tours, two evening gather-
ings, a Main Street parade, and two
car shows.

The centerpiece of the mo-
toring festival was Saturday’s
“Classics in the Park” juried car
show that attracted an attendance
estimated to be upwards of three
thousand people, to view eighty-
five classic cars. The motoring
festival has grown significantly in
stature over the years, not by in-
creasing the number of show cars,
which is limited by the capacity of
Kelsey Hutchinson Park, but by
raising the level of quality of the
cars by going to an invitational en-
try process.

Over 50 volunteers joined
the 15-member planning com-
mittee to stage the events. The
Highlands Motoring Festival®
Committee would like to thank
the entire Highlands community,
including citizens, volunteers,
businesses, organizations, and
Town officials and staff, without
whom none of this would have
been possible.

The 17yh annual Highlands
Motoring Festival® will be on
June 6-9, 2024.

Along other classic cars, the
featured theme for 2024 will be
pre-WWII classics including brass
era, American and European cars.
Registration is open at: www.
HighlandsMotoringFestival.com

2024 HMF SCHEDULE OF
EVENTS:

Thursday June 6, 2024

“One Lap of the Mountains-
Grande”- Driving Tour 8:30am-
4:00pm

Friday June 7, 2024

“One Lap of the Mountains-
Speciale” Driving Tour 9:30am to
4pm

Main Street Parade of Clas-
sic Cars 5:30pm to 6:30pm

Saturday June 8, 2024

“Classics in the Park” Invi-
tational Judged Car Show in the
Kelsey-Hutchinson Park 9:30am

to 4pm
“Celebration Gala” 6pm to
9pm
Sunday June 9, 2024

“High Octane” Social and
Car Gathering in Kelsey-Hutchin-
son Park. 8:30am to 11am.

For further details contact:
Steve Ham, HMF Communica-
tions Director, (828) 526-0598.
steveham@dnet.net. www. High-
landsMotoringFestival.com

..]MIISSING continued from page 1

with food and drinks, stating,

“I would like to offer on be-
half of Highlands Fire & Rescue
and all the agencies involved, our
heartfelt condolences to the fam-
ily,” said Gearhart. “I would to
thank each and every agency in-

volved in this search effort for the
utmost professionalism displayed
during this event. HF&R will for-
ever be indebted to you. Thank
you to this beautiful community
for the support with food and
drinks. It is greatly appreciated.”



e FINANCIAL MATTERS ®

The finances of Washington and Lincoln

he finances of Presi-
dents Washington and
Lincoln, two iconic

figures in American history,
differed significantly due to
the contrasting economic
landscapes of their respective
times.

President Washington

George Washington, the |
first President of the United
States, assumed office in 1789.
At that time, the country was
grappling with the aftermath
of the Revolutionary War and
was burdened with a consider-
able national debt. Washing-
ton’s personal finances were also affected
by the financial strain of the war. Despite
his distinguished military service, he faced
challenges in managing his Mount Vernon
estate, which had suffered neglect during
his years of public service. Washington’s
decision to forgo a salary during his presi-
dency demonstrated his commitment to
the nation’s well-being, as he sought to set
a precedent for future leaders.

Washingtons  financial ~ difficulties
were further exacerbated by the limitations
of the federal government under the Ar-
ticles of Confederation, which lacked the
power to levy taxes. The implementation
of a more robust federal government un-
der the new Constitution, with the ability
to tax and establish a national bank, helped
stabilize the nation’s finances over time.
However, Washington’s presidency primar-
ily focused on establishing the foundations
of the new government, and his personal
financial situation remained somewhat
strained.

President Lincoln

Abraham Lincoln, on the other hand,
assumed the presidency during a tumultu-
ous period in American history. Lincoln,
who took office in 1861, faced the chal-
lenge of preserving the Union amidst con-
flict and economic upheaval.

Unlike Washington, Lincoln did re-
ceive a salary as president, but his financial
citcumstances were not immune to the
strain of the war. The Civil War imposed
enormous financial burdens on the gov-
ernment, leading to the introduction of
new taxes and the issuance of paper cur-
rency.

Lincoln’s financial acumen played
a crucial role in navigating the economic

Michael P Henderson,
CFP® CKA®
Founder/WWealth Advisor

Crossover Point Advisors

challenges of his time. His ad-
ministration implemented the
first income tax to fund the
war effort and established a
national banking system. The
issuance of the Legal Tender
Act in 1862 marked the in-
troduction of the greenback,
a fiat currency, as a means to
finance the war. Despite the
economic  challenges, Lin-
coln’s leadership and financial
policies played a pivotal role in
preserving the Union.

In comparing the finances
of Washington and Lincoln,
it is evident that both faced
unique challenges shaped by the historical
context of their presidencies. Washington
grappled with the aftermath of the Revolu-
tionary War and the establishment of a new
government, while Lincoln confronted the
economic turmoil of the Civil War. Their
financial legacies, intertwined with their
leadership during critical periods in Ameti-
can history, contribute to the enduring sig-
nificance of both Presidents in shaping the
nation’s destiny.

o Securities offered throngh 1.PL. Financial,
Menber FINRA/SIPC. Investment advice of-
fered through Crossover Point Adyisors, an SEC
Registered Investment Advisor and separate entity
from LPL Financial

Content in the material is for general informa-
tion only and not intended to provide specific advisor
or recommendations for any individual.

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

Bronze sculpture ¢ Paintings
Vintage & Antique Collectables &
Furniture + Costume Jewelry
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On the corner of 3rd & Spring
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Highlands School Swim

Team

does well at ‘state’

Steve Hott, Head Coach
HS Varsity Swimming and Diving

On Saturday, February 13, the High-
lands Varsity Boys Swim Team travelled to
Cary, NC to compete in the State Cham-
pionship at the Triangle Aquatic Center.
Highlands School finished 28th out of
214, 1A/2A schools in the state.

The 200-yard medley relay of Fresh-
man Chase Kenter (Backstroke), Sopho-
more Aniah McKim (Breastroke), Fresh-
man Jack Sumner (Butterfly), and Junior
Finneaus Garner (Freestyle) dropped 0.87
seconds off of their seed time and fin-

ished 13th.

Finneaus Garner finished 11th in the
50 freestyle and 13th in the 100 Freestyle.

The 200 yard Freestyle Relay of Ani-
ah McKim, Sophomore Conner Hughes,
Sophomore Paolo McRae, and Finneaus
Garner finished 16th.

With one Junior, four Sophomores
(Jesus Mendoza rounds out the team),
and two Freshman, next year looks even
brighter than this outstanding year.

This culminates the *23-24 swim sea-
son for Highlands School.

Vall
VdAIIC
COUINTRY (:1.,Ll‘ly
* Incredible Views
e Par 72 Championship Course

stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys

® Open Daily ¢ Year-Round e Public Golf
2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC

The Coolest Golf Course
in Georgia

For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals,
please call 706-746-5302
www.skyvalleycountryclub.com
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It’s three days for shopping!

It’s
Sale Season
at
The
Southern Way!

338 Main St.
526-4777

"f
the darhng duck
Find a darﬁng giﬁ fov the little one in your|

life! We carry Beaufort Bonnet clothing
from infant sizes to 14-years of age.

InTown Square
(across from Wild Thyme)
343 Main St, Suite B,
Highlands, NC
thedarlingduck.com

(828) 482-7370

Fine American Handcrafts including
Pottery Jewelry Fun Gifts and More!

9 NATURAL SELECTON

It’s time for a little whimsy

(828)421 3546

361 Main St ® Highlands
(Next to Annawear)

Hu@hﬂ@ﬁn@ﬂg Mercantile on M@uﬁﬂ

WESTMAN ATELIER

MERE HATURAL TP

PINETAR

Fine goods for your family and home.
Books ¢ Chocolates ¢ Coffee * Guy Gifts ¢ Home ¢ Skincare
322 Main Street, Highlands ¢ 828-482-0818
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It’s three days for shopping!
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SURROUND YOURSELF IN SOFINESS

DOLCECABO

ULIE VOS

DRIFTWOSD

326 Main St.
828-482-4375

Check out our new store in Cashiers!

JOHNNY WAS

Lle Bleww RCVI

Order online at www.

Lulu & You — 142 HWY 107 facebook.com/LuluBleuNC

DRY SINK

HIGHLANDS, N

Gourmet Kitchenware
o Cookware
» Bakeware
o Cutlery
» Gadgets
o Tabletop
o Stemware
 Small Appliances

(828) 526-5226
450 Main St. Highlands

%THE MOLLY GRACE

o
ot

It’s a shopping
extravaganza at
The Molly Grace!

(Across from Town Hall)
(828) 526-8390

New Spring Arrivals &
Winter Clearance

Ay, DTS

* Free People « THML
» Z Supply
* Michael Stars
*Vintage Havana
Jeans by:
Joes * AG - Citizens
* Hudson * Mother
Shoes by:
* ShuSh ¢ Diba * Blowfish
* Matisse

-

Don’t miss our
upstairs SALE room!

355 Main Street, Highlands
(in The Galax Theatre

207 N 4th St., Highlands

526-4660

Visit The Highlands Hatter
To get your
Hattitude adjusted!

Stylish hats at affordable prices!

Open |0am Daily
828-482-1920
221 N. 4th St.

(Across from Town Hall)
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e HicHL ANDS ScHooL. SENIOR NIGHT ®

Tuesday, Feb. 13, 2024
1

Mallory Shriver

Photos by
Nicole Taylor,
Cayden Pierson and
Claire Worley

Highlands Basketball, Highlands Cheerleaders, and Nantahala Basketball team in their black out cancer shirts. Highlands Cheerleaders stunting during halftime.
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e RABUN GaP NACOOCHEE NEWS ®

Rabun Gap delights
audiences with
outstanding winter
musical production
of
‘High School Musical’

By Megan Morris

Rabun  Gap-Nacoochee  School
brought the magic of Disney’s “High
School Musical” to the Rearden Stage on
February 8-10, wowing audiences with an
outstanding performance full of catchy
songs, dynamic dance numbers, and a
heartwarming message for all ages.

The production featured a talented
ensemble cast led by Cyrus Manoogain
24 of Rabun Gap, GA as Troy and Lau-
ren Eubanks 24 of Clayton, GA as Gabri-
ella. Other named leads included McKenna
Green 24 of Alvin, TX as Taylor, Tyler
Price 24 of Sky Valley, GA as Chad, Edwin
Wood ’24 of Clarkesville as Ryan, Sophia
Moore 24 of Highlands, NC as Sharpay.

Students from Highlands and Cashiers
involved in the “High School Musical” cast
included Sophia Moore 24 of Highlands
as Sharpay, Savanna Jones’25 of Cashiers
in the Brainiacs ensemble, and Cameron
Abranyi ’25 of Highlands in the Jocks en-
semble. Crew members from the High-
lands area included stage crew member Izzy
Edelheit 26 of Scaly Mountain.

Under the direction of Mr. Joshua
Miller, Rabun Gap’s artistic director, more
than 50 Rabun Gap students started pre-
paring for this year’s musical in November.

“We are so proud of our students for
their hard work and dedication to making
‘High School Musical’ a resounding suc-
cess,” said Miller. “This production has not
only showcased their artistic talents but has

The cast of “High School Musical” at Rabun Gap-Nacoochee School performs on the Rearden Stage Feb. 8-10.

also brought our school community togeth-
er in a celebration of creativity and team-
work.”

Ms. Kimmie Gee was the show’s chore-
ographer. Ms. Mary Lauren Keeny was mu-
sic director, and Ms. June Baumann was as-
sistant music director. Mr. Joey Wade led the
production team as technical director, with
more than 20 students working alongside
him to build sets, design sound and light-
ing, and run technical aspects of the show.
Dr. Rachel Chaves was the show’s assistant
director.

“We are so grateful for the support the
community continues to show for our arts
program. The success of “High School Mu-
sical” stands as a testament to Rabun Gap’s
vibrant and thriving arts community, and I
am incredibly proud of everyone involved,”
said Head of School Jeff Miles.

A gardeners delight in Clayton, GA

In celebration of its 30th anniversary, the Mountain Ivy Garden Club is hosting “Pre-
lude to Spring: a Garden Symposium,” on Tues. March 19 at St. James Episcopal Church,
on 260 Warwoman Rd., in Clayton, GA. The eventis from 9 a.m. till 4 p.m. with registration
at 8 a.m. Tickets, which will be sold in advance, are $50 per person and include lunch. For
ticket information contact Bess at 706-491-5577 of visit them on Facebook at Mountain
Ivy Garden Club. The day-long event will feature expert speakers, demonstrations and a
variety of garden related vendors and activities. Garden presentations will include How To
Plant a Cutting Garden by Victoria Carver, Rabun County resident and owner of Firmly
Rooted Flower Farm. Tori is well-known for her fresh cut flowers and bouquets, especially

her tulips and dahlias.

Thank you to
everyone who
made 2024

Snow Fest @
4118

o T

Snow Fest @ 4118 was made possible by the
Highlands Chamber of Commerce/Visit Highlands, NC.

Volunteers:
Berkshire Hathaway
Mountain Meadows Réalty
Bob Wade
Bryson's Paving & Grading
Highlands Cashiers Hospital
Highlands School Booster Club
Jeannie Claughton
Jim Spencer
John Bynum
Mountaintop Rotary
Old Edwards Inn

Vendors:

DJ Jimmy Shur
Highlands Outpost
Ice Mill
Rachel Kenback

HicurLanDpS$S

NORTH CAROLINA

THE HEIGHT OF HAPPINESS | ELEV. 418

visithighlandsnc.com
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Mon.-Fri.

* Pickle Ball will be played inside the
Recreation Center [0am-Ipm for the
winter.

NEW POOL SCHEDULE

* Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri.,, 6.-9:45a, and
Sat.,10a-11p - 6 lanes.YVater Acrobics: 18
yrs plus, Mon.-Fri. 10 -1 lam with Karen
Chambers. Adult Swim: 18 years old+,
Mon.-Thurs | 1a-3:30p and Fri., | 1a-1:30p.
Bublic_Swim Mon.- Thurs. 3:30-7p; Sat.
[ la-6p and Sun. 1-6p. For info, call 828-
526-1595.

ICE RINK SCHEDULE

* Thursdays 3:30-8p; Fridays 3:30-10p
and Saturday’s |-10p; Sundays |-5p.

Week-long meetings

* Alcoholics Anonymous: “Open
Meetings” are for anyone who thinks
they may have a drinking problem or for

IGHL ANDS AREA EVENTS®

anyone interested in the A.A. program of
recovery. Highlands Mountain View Group
holds open meetings in Highlands at the
First Presbyterian Church, 471 Main St,
on Monday at 5:30 PM and Wednesday
and Friday at noon. The Cashiers Valley
Groupholds open meetings at the Albert
Carlton Cashiers Community Library
Monday at 8:30 AM, Tuesday at 7 PM, Friday
and Sunday at 5 PM, and Saturday at 9 AM.
For more information, please visit www.
aawnc80.org or to speak with a member
of AA 24/7 at 828-349-4357

Mon.-Fri.

* Nantahala Tennis plays at the High-
lands Rec Park 9a-1p.

Mon-Wed-Fri

* Aerobics with Tina Rogers 8-9am at
the Rec Park.

* Heart Healthy Exercise Class at the

20

Y
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BOYS &
OF THE PLATEAU

» SUMMER

REGISTRATION OPENS
FEBRUARY 15TH

JUNE 10 - AUGUST 9

MONDAY - FRIDAY | 7:30AM - 6:00PM

PICK UP AND DROP OFF LOCATIONS
IN CASHIERS AND HIGHLANDS

Rising 1st - 6th grade: $200
FOR 9 WEEKS OF SUMMER CAMP

Teens (7th - 12th grade): Free

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE
VISIT WWW.BGCPLATEAU.ORG

GIRLS CLUB

2 4

r

e
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Rec Park 8:30-9:30am. The cost for the
class is $25 a month. The class is led by
Cathy Hodgson. Contact the Recreation
Department at 828-526-3556 for more
information.

Second Mondays

* The local chapter of PEO, an off-
campus sorority founded in the 1800s
that provides grants and loans to women
with financial need who want to return to
school or further their education meets
at 10 a.m. More meeting places call presi-
dent Paula McDonald at 706-372-3004

* Indivisible Highlands from 5:15-
6:15pm at the Hudson Library Meeting
Room.

2nd Tuesdays

* Highlands Writers Group meets

on alternate Tuesday afternoons at 3pm.

Writers still uncomfortable with in-per-
son gatherings may participate via Zoom
meetings For more information contact
Bud Katz at either 828-526-3190 or at
budandlynn@me.com

Tuesdays

* Strength Training at the Rec Park
8:15-9:15 am. Aim for strong, lean mus-
cles using light weights, body weight, and
high repetition to shape and tone. Learn
proper form and range of motion to safe-
ly target all muscle groups for a metabolic
boost and feel great.

* At Hudson Library, Nature Kids on
selected Tuesday mornings, For more info
call the Hudson Library at 828-526-3031

* At Wayfarers Chapel, Workshop

for Writers — Tuesdays from 5-6:30 PM.

Facilitated by Sam Renken, this group has
a simple mission: to foster and provide
consistent community for local writers
thereby giving writers of all ages and
genres the opportunity to write, read, re-

vise, and present their work to the group.

* ESL classes are held at the Pres-
byterian Church in Highlands from 5:30-
6:30pm. No registration required — just
show up and participate. Questions? call
828-526 — 0863 or email info@maconn-
cliteracy.org

Wednesdays

* Hudson Library, in partnership with
VAYA Health, is hosting an educational
series on adult mental health topics, held
on the first Wednesday of each month at
I'l AM. This series is aimed particularly
at older adults and will focus on mental
health topics of particular interest to

them, but all ages are welcome to attend.

The November | program is Dementia:A

Deeper Understanding. Reservations are

required for this free event. To register,

stop by the library or call 828-526-3031.
2nd & 4th Wed.

* Digital Navigators will be at the
Hudson Library the second and fourth
Wednesdays |PM - 3PM of each month
to help patrons with their tech needs.
Bring a smartphone, laptop, or other digi-
tal device to receive free assistance and
support. No appointments are required
- all are welcome.

* Pickle Ball inside and outside at the
Rec Park. 10am-Ipm, everyone is wel-
come so come out and enjoy a game of
Pickle Ball.

Mon.,Tues., Thurs.

* The Food Pantry behind the Meth-
odist Church on Spring Street is open
from |0a-6p.

* Exercise Class with Michelle Lane
at the Rec Park at 5:30. A combination
class with different types of exercise.
Contact the Recreation Department at
828-526-3556 for more information

2nd & 4th Thursdays

* Hudson Library is hosting a new
program for dementia caregivers. On
the second and fourth Thursday of each
month, you are invited to join the De-
mentia Caregivers Support Group, a wel-
coming group of people that understand
what you are going through. They come
together to offer each other support, re-
sources, and a listening ear. Moderators
Chris and Fred ensure that the group is a
safe place for judgement-free discussion.
The next meeting of the Dementia Care-
givers Support Group is February 22 at
10:15 AM at Hudson Library. For more
information about the group, contact
Chris at 772-473-1088.

Thursdays

* Kickboxing 8:15-9:15 am. at the
Rec Park.An exhilarating and fun mix of
martial arts for a calorie-burning work-
out. Learn the proper form and tech-
nique to execute jabs, hooks, uppercuts,
and front and side roundhouse kicks in
a non-contact setting. No martial arts
background necessary Contact the Rec-
reation Department at 828-526-3556 for
more info.

* At Hudson Library, Family Story-
time continues throughout the year on
Thursday mornings at 10:40 AM.

* At Hudson Library, Kids Zone at
3:30 pm with a wide variety of STEAM,
nature, and craft activities. For more in-



formation about any of these summer
activities, contact Hudson Library at 828-
526-3031.

Saturdays

* Story Ballet - a gentle ballet &
creative movement class for Children
3-4.The flow of class follows a story or
theme that changes each month, engaging
imaginations! Saturday 5:30-6:30pm.

* Adult Ballet - crafted for beginners,
but mindfully taught for all levels. Ballet is
an excellent way to move, grow stronger,
improve balance, flexibility and coordina-
tion while having fun. 6:30-7:30pm.

2nd Saturdays

* The Western North Carolina
Woodturners Club meets in Highlands at
The Bascom at 10 a.m. thru Nov.

3rd Saturdays

* The American Legion Post 370
meets at the First Methodist Church
at 315 Main St. in their community
room/909 chapel. We serve breakfast at
9 AM and hold our monthly meeting at
10 AM.We invite ALL veterans to attend
- email ncpost370@gmail.com for more
information or just join us at 9 AM on the
3rd Saturday of the month.

Sundays

* At Wayfarers Chapel, Sunday Ser-
vice: |0 AM Sunday Morning. Stick around
for visitation and coffee hour immediate-
ly after service. (Coffee hour is replaced
by potluck dinner the |st Sunday of each
month).

Thurs., Feb. I5

* Registration begins for Boys & Girls
Club Summer Camp. Pick up and drop off
in Cashiers at facility and at Highlands
facility on the hospital campus. June 10-
Aug. 9. Rising Ist-6th graders. $200 per
camper. Teens (7th-12th grade) Free. For
more information, visit BGCplateau.org.

Fri.,Feb. 16

* Tinker Time for Tots: Color Rec-
ognition. 10 a.m. Free to attend. No reg-
istration required. 675 South 4th Street,
Highlands, NC. For more information:
828-526-0863. CMiddlebrooks@ThelLit-
eracyandLearningCenter.org

* Senior Lunch will be Friday,at 12:00
noon at The Faith and Fellowship Hall at
the Methodist Church Due to early vot-
ing being held in the Meeting Room at the
Rec Dept. For any other information call
Lester Norris or Janice Mathis at 828-
526-3556.

Sat.,Feb. 17

* Greenway workers to meet at 9a at

the Rec Park to fucus on repairing hand-
rails and support posts as well as some
maintenance. Please bring your gloves and
loppers. Lunch is at the High Dive, Green-
way'’s treat. Please let Jim Chance know if
you plan to attend so we can plan accord-
ingly. Jim Chance at jamesallenchance@
gmail.com

Thurs., Feb. 22

* Green Drinks at Whiteside Brew-
ery in Cashiers 4-6:30 p.m. with the High-
lands-Cashiers Land Trust.

Sat. Feb. 24

* National Theatre Live at PAC fea-
turing Andrew Scott in VANYA at | p.m.

Wed,, Feb. 28

* Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust
Walking Wednesday 3:30-5 p.m. through
Dixon Woods. No registration necessary.
Go to americorps@hcltnc.org with ques-
tions.

Fri. & Sat., March 1-2

* PAC Educational Theatre & High-
lands School present The Aristocats Kids.
For tickets visit www.HighlandsPerform-
ingArts.com

Through March 3

* Ice Skating in the Park is opening
soon.Thursdays 3:30-8p; Fridays 3:30-10p;
Saturdays I-10p; Sundays |-5p. $5 with or
without skates.

Mon., March 4

* Highlands Nature Camp registra-
tion begins at 10 a.m. Call 828-526-2221.

Fri., March 8

* Great Art on Screen presents The
Immortals at 5:30 p.m.This documentary
is a journey among the most beautiful ar-
chaeological finds Egypt has left us. For
tickets visit www.HighlandsPerformin-
gArts.com.

Sat.March 9

* Met Opera at PAC featuring La For-
zia Del Destino by Verdi at noon. For tick-
ets visit www.HighlandsPerformingArts.
com

Thurs., March 14

* The guest speaker for NHC’s March
14 program is Skye Cahoon where she is
Mainspring’s Conservation Outreach As-
sociate. She earned her Zoology B.S.from
the University of Maine. Bird migration
begins March and lasts through June in
our state and specifically in the 70 acres of
Tessentee Bottomland Preserve. Habitat
diversity in the Preserve provides a great
place for viewing wildlife; 129 bird species
and 56 butterfly species have been sited.
You guessed it: the March program is all
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IGHL ANDS AREA EVENTS ®

about bird migration and ways migration
affects local pristine habitats that we call
community.Come join us and learn more
about birding and preservation. March 14,
6pm at the Library, Siler Farm Rd, Frank-
lin. All are welcome to participate. http://
www.mainspringconserves.org/

Fri.& Sat., March 15-16

* PAC Educational Theatre & High-
lands School present You're a Good Man,
Charlie Brown. For tickets visit www.
HighlandsPerformingArts.com

Tues., March 19

* In celebration of its 30th anniver-
sary, the Mountain Ivy Garden Club is
hosting “Prelude to Spring:a Garden Sym-
posium,” on March 19, 2024, at St. James
Episcopal Church, on 260 Warwoman Rd,,
in Clayton, GA.The event is from 9 a.m.
till 4 p.m. with registration at 8 a.m. Tick-
ets, which will be sold in advance, are $50
per person and include lunch. For ticket
information contact Bess at 706-491-5577
of visit them on Facebook at Mountain
Ivy Garden Club. The day-long event will
feature expert speakers, demonstrations
and a variety of garden related vendors
and activities. Garden presentations will
include How To Plant a Cutting Garden
by Victoria Carver; Rabun County resident
and owner of Firmly Rooted Flower Farm.
Tori is well-known for her fresh cut flow-
ers and bouquets, especially her tulips and
dahlias.

Fri.,April 5

* OEl's Chef Dinners at The Farm.
CHEFs NICOLA FEDELI and CALVISIUS

CAVIAR. Book Online at OldEdward-
sHospitality.com/ChefDinners

Fri.April 12

* Great Art on Screen Titian, the em-
pire of color,at PAC at 5:30 p.m. For tick-
ets visit www.HighlandsPerformingArts.
com

Thurs.,April 18

* OEl's The Orchard Sessions with
Mike Kinnebrew at The Farm. Indie
folk fueled by soulful inspiration. Light
bites, a cash bar 6-8 p.m. $40. Book On-
line: https://www.simpletix.com/e/mike-
kinnebrew-orchard-sessions-at-the-far-
tickets-149347

Sun.,May 5

* OEl's Chef Dinners at The Farm.
CHEF TERRY KOVAL. Book Online at
OldEdwardsHospitality.com/ChefDin-
ners

Sat.-Sun.,May 11-12

* The 4th annual Bear Shadow will
be held again at Winfield Farm in Scaly
Mountain. Visit https://bearshadownc.
com/ for information about how to pur-
chase tickets.

Thus., May 30

* OFEl's The Orchard Sessions with
Highbeams, a trio of brothers and best
friends, Highbeams is Adam Pendling-
ton, lan Pendlington, and Stephen Quinn.
Emotive, high-energy  performances
and rich three-part harmonies. Light
bites, a cash bar 6-8 p.m. $40. Book
Online:  https://www.simpletix.com/e/
highbeams-orchard-sessions-at-the-farm-
tickets-149352

OEI’s Orchard Series begins

OEl's The Orchard Sessions with Mike Kinnebrew is Thursday, April 18 at The Farm.
Indie folk fueled by soulful inspiration. Light bites, a cash bar 6-8 p.m. $40. Book

Online:  https://www.simpletix.com/e/mike-kinnebrew-orchard-sessions-at-the-far-
tickets- 149347
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God’s Grace
Psalm 40:1-5

s !
= —

-

Pastor Sam Forrester
Whiteside Presbyterian Church,
Cashiers

“T waited patiently for the Lord; and He inclined to me and
beard my cry. He also brought me up out of a horrible pit, ont of the
miry clay, and set me upon a rock, and established my steps. He has
put a new song in ny mouth — Praise to our God; many will see it and
fear and will trust in the Lord.”

salm 40 opens with this picture of the grace God
Ppoured out upon David after he repented of his sin

with Bathsheba. This Psalm cleatly shows God’s
grace and thus becomes the voice declaring Jesus Christ to
all the world as the Savior. It shows that our salvation is by
God’s grace as it is carried into this world by Christ alone.

Hebrews 10:5-6, “Tnz burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin You
bad no pleasure. Then I said, “Behold, I have come—in the volume of
the book it is written of Me=To do Your will, O God.”

This is a quote from Psalm 40:6-8 showing that it is
Christ who forgives sins and that the works of men in of-
fering burnt offerings and sacrifices give God no pleasure.
His pleasure comes only from belief in Christ and repen-
tance of sins.

Christ came to carth as the incarnate Son of God.
It is Christ, David was waiting for. It is Christ that fully
implemented the condescension of God, as He humbled
Himself and took on flesh and blood coming in the form
of a servant. It is Christ that reached down into the pit and
pulled you out. It is Christ that is the rock you were set
upon and it is His works that are coming forth from you,
as a hymn of praise to God, and it is by those works that
God had planned from before the foundation of the world
to save you as His chosen child. You had nothing to offer
God for your salvation, it was a gift of God’s grace alone.
God’s grace is the foundation of salvation.

It is because of Jesus that grace works in your heart to
change, teach, and produce in you assurance of God’ love.
Itis because of Christ that you know how to live with other
men. It is His love that teaches you to love your enemies, it
is His humility that prepares you to see your need of total
dependence on God. It is His sacrifice that educates you so
you can watch and wait for His return with joy. It is Christ
that is the perfect fulfillment of God’s grace, and it is true
that without Christ, you can never experience the peace of
knowing God’s grace, of living in your redemption.

Paul lays this out for you in Ephesians 2:8-10, “For
by grace you have been saved through faith and that not
of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest any-
one should boast. For we are His workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared before-
hand that we should walk in them.”

Open your heart and receive this word of God’s grace.
Accept that Jesus is the sole author of your salvation. He is

the giver of God’s grace and your faith. He makes it clear
o See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 19

Proverbs 3:5

e PracEs 10 WORSHIP ®

John 3:16

BLUEVALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.,Worship:| |
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 ¢ Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| |
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev.Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30
CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA « 706-746-2999
Sundays: 10 a.m.Worship; Holy Communion |st & 3rd Sundays
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
Rev'd Dr. Michael Matlock, Rector
464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717
CAC(@christanglicancashiers.org & 828-743-1701
Sundays: 9:30 am Adult Christian Formation;

10:30 am Holy Eucharist Worship
Wednesdays: 6 pm Bible Study, Prayer, Potluck
Thursdays: 10 am Healing Eucharist
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf  743-5470
www.cashiers.church
Sun.10:45am. S.S 9:30am.Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals |0am.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship: | a.m.

I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com ¢ 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC ¢ Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins
Sundays: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am
Wednesdays: Youth 5:30-7pm;Women'’s Bible Study: Mondays
4:30pm, Tuesdays 10am; Men’s Bible Study:Wednesdays &
Thursdays 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144 + 696 Sky Valley Way #447
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas
Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev.W. Bentley Manning, Rector * 526-2968
5th and Main streets * www.incarnationwnc.org
Sunday: Rite |, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite Il with Choir 10:30
am in Sanctuary,Wed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, Morn-
ing Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 « www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor ¢ 220 Main Street, Highlands
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am;VWomen'’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Emily Wilmarth, pastor
828-526-3175  fpchighlands.org
Sun.:Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.;Worship || a.m.

Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m.Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:I | am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays |0am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. » Glenville. NC ¢ 743-2729 + Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a.Worship | la & 7p. Bible Study ép
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.;VWorship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 « 165 S. Sixth Street
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays:Worship:1 |
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson ¢ 11339 Buck Creek Road
Highlandscentralbaptist.org * 828-526-0774
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily
sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a & 6p.Wed.Worship is 6p
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor & Rev. Christine Murphy
526-3376
In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
909a Bluegrass and | |a Traditional
www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
2152 Dillard Road ¢ 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdorf
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C.28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:| I. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin « 828-634-1312 « mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: Ist /Fri.and 3rd Sat.
and Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur.
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583 * Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107)
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;Youth Group 6 p.m.
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone — 526-2418
Tues. - 9:30am; Thurs. - 9:30am; Sun. - | lam
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship —I | am. & 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates * 526-3212
Sun.: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev.Andy Cloer
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:1 | a.m.
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m.
ST.JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Sun. 92; Mon. 9:30a (Latin);VWed. 9:30a
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: » 743-2359 * Rev. Rob Wood
Sunday Services:82.9:30 & | la
Visit our website www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com for
schedules of activities.

Our Bazaar Barn supports outreach in the community.
Open Thurs., Fri. Sat. 10a -2p.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin ¢ uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - | | am.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:I | am
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e PoliceE & FIRE REPORTS ®

Highlands Police entries from Jan.
7. Only the names of persons arrested,
issued a summons/citation, issued a
Class-3 misdemeanor or those of public
officials have been used.

Jan.7

* At 4 p.m,, officers received a report of
identity fraud at First Bank on Carolina Way
Feb.5

* At 1:50 p.m,, officers responded to a
2-vehicle accident on NC |06.
Feb.7

* At 4:45 p.m,, offices received a report
of a simple assault of a male at the Gold-n-

Clipper on Main Street when the victim was
struck on the left upper arm.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue log
from Feb. 5.
Feb.5

* At 4:12 p.m,, the dept. responded to a

fire alarm at a residence on Country Club Drive.

Feb. 6
* At 5:31 a.m,, the dept. was first-respond-
ers to a residence on the Franklin Road.

* At 3:25 p.m,, the dept. responded to a call
of a brush fire on Falling Water Drive.
Feb.7

* At 9:45 a.m,, the dept. was first-respond-
ers to a residence on Eyebrow Ridge.
Feb.8

* At I:14 p.m,, the dept. responded to a fire
alarm at a location on Main Street.
Feb. 10

¢ A little past midnight, the dept. began a
search from a residence on Whetstone Dr.

* At |:46 am,, the dept. provided mutual
aid to the Cashiers FD.

* At 4:28 a.m,, the dept. was first-respond-
ers to a residence on Chestnut Street.
Feb. 11

* At 11:48 a.m,, the dept. provided public

«.SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING continued from page 18

your salvation is not of works and that you
have nothing to boast in. He also shows
that any works you do are not from your
own thoughts and imaginations but were
things prepared in advance by God’s grace

for you to do in the name of Jesus Christ.
Psalm 40 paints this picture of God’s
grace, it is mirrored in the works of Paul
from Ephesians 2. Open your hearts to this
wonderful message of grace and salvation.

Place you hope and trust in Jesus alone.
Won’t you turn this very day from your sin-
ful ways and believe on Christ and repent of
your sins? Please, let His grace work its fan-
tastic peace in your life.

Discovering the health of our streams

Submitted
HCLT

There ate six distinct headwaters lo-
cated on the Highlands-Cashiers Plateau.
All provide homes to aquatic species, lar-
val invertebrates, and clean drinking water
to thousands of people. Understanding
the quality of our headwaters gives us a
glimpse of what the health of our ecosys-
tems looks like.

The plateau is located on the eastern
continental divide, making it hydrologi-
cally unique. This invisible line follows the
Blue Ridge escarpment and bisects count-
less valleys. What exactly is the eastern
continental divide and why is it important?
The eastern continental divide determines
whether water on this line will eventually
make its way to the Atlantic Ocean or the
Gulf of Mexico. Water east of the divide
will make a long journey and flow into
the Atlantic Ocean while western flow-
ing waters will travel into the Mississippi
and eventually the Gulf of Mexico. All of
that water flows through a lot of land and
comes in contact with plenty of elements
that determine its quality. That’s why being
informed of how the water looks at the
start of its long journey is so important.
To get an up close look at water quality, we
can run chemical tests on water samples to
get an accurate breakdown of how much
(if any) sediment and chemicals are found.

Based out of Black Mountain, Envi-

ronmental Quality Institution (EQI) works
with countless counties in Western NC to

ensure communities have accurate data as to
the health of North Carolina’s streams. EQI
is a non-profit that was founded by UNC
Asheville in 1988. Although EQI is no lon-
ger a part of UNC Asheville, they still work
together. Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust
(HCLT) prides itself in protecting the land,
people, wild organisms, and waterways of
the Plateau. That is why we have decided to
partner with EQI to start testing the qual-

ity of the streams that run through our con-
served properties.

We recently start sampling the headwa-
ters of Clear Creek at Brushy Face Preserve,
one of our public access properties. We seek
to understand a baseline level of what dif-
ferent forested waterways in the area may
look like. When we sample the water, we’ll
be looking for pH levels, ammonia, nitrates/
nitrites, and phosphorus levels. All of which
can help determine the health of the water.
This is not a one and done operation, but an
on-going process that takes time and lots of
data collection. Not only will we have a base-
line of our waterway health, we are working
on community education events to ensure
citizens know why good water quality is im-
portant and what we can do to restore or
maintain healthy water. Highlands-Cashiers
Land Trust is excited for our partnership
with EQI and are looking forward to under-
standing the health of our waters through-
out the plateau.

Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust is a na-
tionally accredited 501¢3 non-profit organi-
zation whose mission is to conserve valuable
natural resources in and around Cashiers and
Highlands for the benefit of our and future
generations. We do not receive significant
government funding by rather, rely heavily
on the support of people in our community
like you. To learn how you can help save
mountains, visit www.hicashlt.org,

assistance at a location on Main Street.
Feb. 12

* At 8:52 a.m,, the dept. responded to a
motor vehicle accident on the Franklin Road.

¢ At I1:13 p.m, the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Old Walhalla Road.

WHOLE LIFE
MARKET

Natural Products Store
Hours: Pam-5pm
Mon-Sat
828-526-5999
Wholelifehighlands@icloud.com
LOCATED AT 680 N UTH ST, HIGHLANDS

NECTAR

Organic smoothie/juice

bar located
inside Whole
‘”‘,:':*,','. o Life Market
Creative CoNCEPTS SALON
Hair ¢ Nails * Waxing
* Tanning
¢ Facials

Walk-ins Welcome!
Open at 9a Tues.-Sat.
828-526-3939

Owner /Stylist:
Lacy Jane Villardo

Stylists:
Heather Escandon
Maggie Barden
Desiray Schmitt
Lauren Buckely
Nail Tech:
Jenna Schmitt

Upstairs and Actoss the
Walkway at Falls on Main
Highlands
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Following Jesus makes your life

better and makes you better at life.

Join us this Sunday
(new series)
8:40am - Coffee/Nibbles
9am - Live Stream
w/Andy Stanley

For directions call Bee at 404-307-1415.

Paul Corbin

Owner

mtntours.com A&O LANDSCAPING SERVICES, LLC

828-371-2240
pcorbin| 631 @aol.com

Nantabafa Viational
Foreat: Permifted

> 828-526-9325 <«

Generators aren’t just a “thing” we do,
generators are all we do!

Kiln dried
FIREWOOD

Delivery or pickup
the hemlocks
on 25 acres at the base
of Whiteside
Mountain.

800-805- 3558 828-526-2222

2460 Cashiers Road « Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com

JUNK

WE HAUL IT AWAY
House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate
828 - 421 - 5188

Highlands Automotive
Call Raul

706-982-3803
706-970-7638
828-347-0255 &

Service AR = NC
-y ~ Inspection
& . : ; Station

Repair
__ GRADING, INC.

s P Y i i valenciagrading@gmail.com

) 828-78_7-2360 Grading_ e Lot Clearing_ e Retaining Wall
2851 Cashiers Road ¢ highlandsautomotive.com Driveways e Septic Placement

CHESTNUT STQR&GE

Storage Units Available

Sorere 24 Hour Ao

Ezgy Im - Easy Out
Great Fatos - Groat Terms

Call tocay to fined oot why wone
“Higalands Pramier Facility
Bz8-g82-10q5

Look for our sgn
pcciipn Suck Cose Ba. - 02 mibe off Casdviars B s Ulul.n:-l.u

828-200-9217 Fully Insured

* Grading
e Excavating
e Driveways
* Build sites
e Hauling
e Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643
Office/fax (828) 526-4758

MENmme-:E Expl-:m-
Quality Tree Care & Removal |8+ years

estimates@mendozatree.com
mendozatreeservices.com

Ryan M. Bears

Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

ryan.bears@allentate.com

Vi
tate /e Alle
Realtors®

REALTY GROUP

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

wilsongrading@yahoo.com
B64-481-0598
INFOCRCOUNSELING-CENTER.ORG

P LOCATED AT THE PEGGY CRDSBY CENTER
COURNSELIMNG P 348 5. 5TH STREET. HIGHLANDS, NC 28741
CEHTER i DFFICES: 201, 203 & 2

HI1IGHLARKDS,

rHC

COUNSELING-CENTER.ORG &

WE STRIVE TO STRENGTHEN FAMILIES AND INDIVIDUALS

BY PROVIDING ACCESS TO OQUALITY MENTAL HEALTH
SERVICES REGARDLESS OF FINANCIAL ABILITY.
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Residential Homes & Vacation
Rentals Quality Work

Free Estimates

Insured

Give Us A Ring! &> (828)3T1-1702

- www .Hom eMaidClea SersiceNC.com
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e Interior & Exterior Painting
e Pressure Washing
« House Maintenance
e Drywall Repair
o Deck Repair
Quality Work e Fully Insured|

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com
828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927
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e CLASSIFIEDS ®

FOR SALE

SEASONED FIREWOOD - Any size load. call 828-
342-6806. (st. 1/25)

LAND FOR SALE - 3 tracts, 7.5 miles south of High-
lands, 8.64 acres with spring, by far the best view in the area
at $200,000; 6.12 acres with spring (already subdivided into
2, 3-acre lots) $140,000; 3.99 acres with southern exposure,
$70,000. 828-974-1137.(2/22)

TINY HOME LOTS FOR SALE. $30k-$45k/ea.
Each lot comes with water; power, and sewer run to each
lot. www.TinyMountainEstates.com for more info. (st. | 1/22)

RV site - class A only - inWildflower Creek RV Resort.
Just minutes from Highlands and SkyValley. Full hook-up, con-
crete pad, landscaped and storage shed. Reduced $192,500.
For more info call 828-421-1709 or email bobnnancync@
gmail.com. (st, 1/25)

FOR RENT

COMMERCIAL BUILDING DOWNTOWN
HIGHLANDS - Retail with office space upstairs. Aprox.
1,700 sf. Good storage and parking on /2 acre at 255
Spring Street. David King 727-644-9544 (2/15)

NEW FURNISHED EXECUTIVE APART-
MENT FOR RENT in Highlands city limits. | bed/| bath
in garden setting. $1,700 with all utilities and internet in-
cluded. Call/text 352-422-7200. (st. 1/18)

TRANSITIONAL RENTAL COTTAGE, 2 BR, 2
bath full kitchen, large LR fully furnished. 1-6 month oc-
cupancy. Scaly Mtn. Some restrictions $1500/month plus
electric. Call 229-292-0353 to discuss. (st. Jan 18)

TLC OPEN AIR STORAGE - Located in Highlands,
NC. Spaces available for pontoon boats, ATV vehicles, equip-
ment trailers, RV’s, and campers. Minimum | month rental.
$75 small to medium vehicles; $100 large vehicles. Contact
Greg 828-526-5280. (st. 12/21)

NEW |I/BED APT. downtown Highlands in Village
Square. Walk-in closet and balcony. One year minimum
lease. Unfurnished. $3,500/mth. Call Robin at 828-200-0044.

(st. 12/7)

2 BEDROOM | BATH 1550 SF with great Mountain
View 2 [/2 mins from Main Street. $2200/Mo. Annual. Bob-
bygrace@icloud.com. Cell/Text 727-458-0787 (st. | 1/30)

BRAND NEW TRAILERS FOR RENT. 2 bed-
rooms/2 baths $1700/month and 3 bedrooms/2 baths
$2250/month. Between Highlands & Cashiers. Includes hi-
speed internet, water, & washer/dryer. No dogs. Inquires,
Marcy -(706) 982-0444. (st. 5/4)

WANTED

SENIOR COUPLE FROM HIGHLANDS SEEK-
ING A YEAR ROUND RENTAL. Will consider neigh-
boring towns in our Western NC area. Please call Lynn
Kimball at 828-421-8193. (st.2/15)

PARTNER/INVESTOR FOR A DOG KENNEL
BUSINESS on my property south of Highlands. If inter-
ested and to learn more, please email Brian Grace at grace-
brian907 @gmail.com. (st. 1/18)

HELP WANTED

PISGAH LEGAL SERVICES IS CURRENTLY
HIRING A PT/FT REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT
OFFICER for our Highlands office. The Regional Develop-
ment Officer works as part of a dynamic and experienced
development team. The Regional Development Officer will
work with an entire legal aid staff to expand free legal assis-
tance and anti-poverty advocacy to help a growing number
of very low- income people each year to solve problems
related to housing, domestic violence, health care and in-
sufficient income. This position will work on growing Pisgah
Legal Services’ contributed revenue streams across its ser-
vice area to sustain our essential work. While touching on
all aspects of Development work, this position will focus on
the Annual Campaign and major gifts in Macon, Jackson and
Haywood counties. Salary ranges from $41,812 - $73,438
D/O/E plus comprehensive benefits package. Apply at www.
pisgahlegal.org/jobs (2/22)

* See CLASSIFIEDS page 22

Cosmos Flowers
Full Service Florist

37 Store: 828-526-0044
i W _C“"_“" Cell: 828-200-610
Ve PLOWERS o smosflowersnc@gmail.com

95 Highlands Plaza
Follow us
Instagram and facebook
@cosmosflowersnc

Al Gloveltin-

Realtor-Broker
Lidxiiry MHame Spaciclier

Licensed in NC & GA

B20-332-9767
alstonehamifallentate.com

@ Fe T f:{ffx

HighlandsfScaly Mtn/Cashiers

360 MAIN STREET
ESTATE JEWELERS OF

& ¥ -

Appointment nnm'“" =enE >
call: 828-526-1960 - e
Text: 770-855-0825 SR

Email: ejofhighlands@gmail.com

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
HOME REMODELING « NEW CONSTRUCTION
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR< REPAIR « DRYWALL
SHOWER REMODEL  PAINT & STAIN
REPAIR « DRYWALL « CARPENTRY
PRESSURE WASHING

L

L
Fi
¢

828.332.2520 ST
828.371.2189 =~

MENDOZAPAINT 17@GMAILCOM @)
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..CLASSIFIED

continued from
page 21

LANDSCAPE CON-
STRUCTION CREW LEAD-
ER -- Thompson Landscape
Company is now hiring a full-
time crew leader starting $25/
hour based on capability and ex-
perience. Comprehensive benefit
package including year-end bonus.
Minimum 3-years experience, valid
NC Driver’s license. Drug test
required. After 2 years of satisfac-
tory employment, salary options
available starting at 55k with other
employee benefits. Contact Greg
at 828-526-5280. (st. 12/21)

LUPOLI CONSTRUC-
TION is hiring an office man-
ager/executive assistant and a
bookkeeper. Full-time, compensa-
tion based on experience. Please

contact  Regina@Lupoliinc.com,
770.757.5004 for more informa-
tion. (st. 11/2)

SERVICES

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS
HANDYMAN - Chatlos Con-
truction — Remodels, Additions,
Framing, Siding, Roofing, Decks,
Painting. References. Insured. 828-
200-4071. (4/25)

MURPHY’S PAINT CO.
- interior/exterior painting/sheet-
rock repair/wallpaper removal/
log homes/decks. Insured. Free
estimates. 828-332-0525 or 828-
421-8600. (3/14)

NEED FURNITURE
MOVED OR ANYTHING
HAULED AWAY? Call or text
James of Going Gone at 828-421-
2655. (3/28)

DOG SITTING - overnight,
or daily checkins/walks. Call Lisa.
References available. Call or text
828-424-4637. (st. 12/21)

ANYTHING GOES CILEAN.
UP _SERVICE Complete property
cleanup - house, garage, property,
etc. Call Danny at 828-200-2855.
(st. 9/28)

HIGH COUNTRY PHO-
TO/KEVIN VINSON: scanning
photos, slides & negatives to CD
or DVD for easier viewing. Video
transfer to DVD. Everything done
in house. Leave message at 828-
526-5208.

Classifieds 2024
$10 for 10 words, 30 cents for
each were thereafter. $2 for color
$5 for color photo.

Rotary president Dave o’Harra and Bill Grubb.

Rotarians learn about Narcan

Our guest speaker this week at the Rotary Club of Highlands was one of
our newest members, Bill Grubb of Noramco. Noramco is a pharma-
ceutical company that produces the major ingredient for Narcan, a nasal
spray medication that be used to treat an opioid overdose in an emer-
gency. Narcan can be purchased over-the -counter and is widely available.
One of the effects of opioids is slowed breathing. The active ingredient
in Narcan is naloxone. It works by rapidly reversing the effects of opi-
oids such as slowed breathing and can help restore normal breathing.
While the number of prescriptions written for opioids has dramatically de-
creased, overdose deaths have sharply risen primarily due to illicitly manu-
factured fentanyl. The presence and availability of Narcan can save many lives.

From left: President Dave O’Harra, Carmen White - Boys & Girls Glub of
the Plateau, Pat Hedden - Executive Director HCCDC and Bonnie Potts -
Executive Director The Literacy & Learning Center.

Rotary presents checks to 3
youth organizations

At the meeting held on January 30, the Rotary Club of Highlands presented
3 local youth organizations with checks to help continue their efforts in sup-
porting the youth on the plateau. Recipients of the $1,600 checks are the
Highlands Community Child Development Center; the Literacy and Learning
Center and the Boys and Girls Club of the Plateau.

From left: Bingo Chair Bob Baxter, Super Bingo winners Donna Lathem, Jan
& Pamela Potts, and TLLC Executive Director Bonnie Potts.

Bingo for TL&LC

On February 9%, The Rotary Club of Highlands once again hosted the ever
popular Rotary Bingo, partnering with The Literacy & Learning Center in
providing pizza and |5 rousing Bingo games, culminating in Super Bingo.
The evening drew a roomful of community members at the Highlands
Civic Center, with net proceeds from the evening benefiting The Literacy
& Learning Center’s important work with kids and families on the Plateau.

HIGHLAN

.

From left:President Dave O’Harra,Pat Gleason,John BryantandThomas Craig.

Rotary get Mirror Lake update

At the meeting held on January 30, the Rotary Club of High-
lands had the privilege of hearing from Pat Gleason and John Bry-
ant of RSI- River Sand Incorporated on updates to the planned dredg-
ing of Mirror Lake. Rotary host was Thomas Craig. John presented a
captivating visual presentation on the equipment and processes used
to complete such a project. He also talked about the impacts dredging
has on the lakes, land, water quality and environment surrounding them.

February is ‘heart’ month

Did you know one person dies every 33 seconds in the United States from
cardiovascular disease? As we step into February, we didn’t just welcome
Valentine’s Day, staff at Highlands-Cashiers Hospital also dove headfirst into
Heart Month by participating in National Wear Red Day on Feb. 2! Wear Red
Day is an initiative pioneered by the American Heart Association’s Go Red for
Women campaign. Launched in 2004, its primary goal is to raise awareness
about heart disease in women. The iconic red dress swiftly emerged as the
symbol of this impactful campaign, serving as a powerful emblem for women'’s
heart health. For more, visit Missionhealth.org/heart
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Native American Jewelry
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Country Club Properties
Your local hometown
Real Estate professionals.
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Highlander
Mountain
House
| &

The Ruffed
Grouse
Tavern

hlandermountainhouse.com

Chambers F{cag
&
Vacation Rentals

Highlands is calling
555 &537 N 5th St.
I IET

hig

™ 3 Offices 828-526-2520
349 Main Street, Highlands, NC :
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

4.80 acres
LIVE
IN THE HEART
OF HIGHLANDS!
401 N.Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
el $5,950,000

tp:
1ttps://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals

Weichert

REALTORS

Highlands Properties

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522
www.highlandsproperties.com

HATHAWAEYs REALTY

HOMESERVIC

MOUNTAIN LUXURY
Dedicated to finding the MITZI RAUERS

home you've always wanted. Broker / Luxury Collection
Specialist
(404) 218-9123

& o Alln O @ )

STRONGEA TOGETHEH BERKSHIRE | MEADOWS MOUNTAIN

Martin-Lipscomb
Performing Arts Center

_ mitzi@bhhsmmr.com
; Eh! 5

DARLENE CONLEY
404.427.2448

Hardware

Hais o

o e
g |

[_K_H ME f Andrea Gabbard
Ty f c: 828.200.6742
[ - AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

Highlands

Sotheby’s

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

Sotheby’s

INTERMNATIOMNAL REALTY
114 N. 4th Street * Highlands, NC

Local Expertise, Global Connections.

Licensed in NC and GA
office: 828.526.8300 * cell: 828.337.0706
sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com * highlandssir.com

2 W Highlands
¥

Team RickSteve @ LANDMARK

193 29
The Power of 2 REAL ESTATE SALES & VACATION RENTALS
Trusted advisors
providing impeccable
personalized service

HIGHLANDS OFFICE | 225 MAIN STREET

= /
i
Cell: 828-787-1895 ; "’J

Office: 828-526-4663 R TS
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com BROKER

\¥e are home.’ =

PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORS
(404) 219-1349 » HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC




#1 in the Carolinas

Pat Allen
Broker in Charge /
pat@patallenrealtygroup.co StTOﬂg er tog ether:

m 828.200.9179

Main Office

| 295 Dillard Road
Highlands, NC 28741
828.526.8784

" Julie Osborn

Broker in Charge
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.6165

Wildcar CHffs Office

5121 Cashiers Road
Highlands, NC 28741
| 828.526.4525

Leading e

patallenrealtygroup.com

Jody

= DAVID

BOCK

BUILDERS

'BockBunders com 828-526-2240

wWww.

Every home ...
has a story.
Let us tell yours.

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE
— HIGHLANDS CASHIERS ——

Deborah “Bee” Gleeson
404.307.1415
BeeGlee4@Gmail.com
and
Pat Gleeson
828.782.0472
PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com
210 North Fifth Street,
Highlands, NC 28731

#1 in the Country for Independent Firms
#1 Small Team Company-wide 2022

Source HCMLS &
RealTrends

Highlands | Sothebys

takes you unexpected places,

LANDMARK

REAL ESTATE SALES & VACATION RENTALS

@

a L1 o ' 15 L5 E
A —'= = .".
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Cell: 843-576-9653

Offlca: 828-528-4663
cole@landmarkrg.com

& @highlandsncrealestate

COLE FUHRM&R
T EOKEERE

Open Year-Round « 6 days a week
343-D Main Street « 526-4035

Closed all
| Wed. and
Sun. Dinner
11a-3:30p
&
5:30-til?
www.wildthymegourmet.com

(w WOLFGANG'S
RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRC
Taste the difference, Always fresh.

Now Open for 2024!

Il brings you home.

JODY LOVELL | e. (828) 226.6303
#1 Broker in the State of Morth Carolina
per Real Trends
Top 100 Sotheby’s International Realty

Apent W LIII-Jv.'n ide, }
Top Produci ing Broker on HCMLS

Bistro opens at 4p
Dinner begins at 5:30p | .:;

..u.l:l

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

...on the Verandah

Restaurant

828-526-2338
42 Years of Fine Dining

Closed until
mid-March

www.ontheverandah.com

MCCULLEY’S
CASHMERE

Scotland’s Best Knitwear

Open 7 days a week

526-4407
242 S. 4th St. & Pop up
on Main Street ©




