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Bryson family pledges annual boost to
Town of Highlands Scholarship Fund

Save the date of Monday,

Club, now brought to you by the

Sept. 16 for the new and improved ~ Bryson Family of Highlands.
Town of Highlands Scholarship
Golf Tournament at the Cullasaja

“It is an honor to have the

support of the Bryson Family,

Breeden.

d

Macon County Board of Education members from left: Stephanie Laseter;
Hilary Wilkes; Jim Breedlove, Chair; Melissa Evans, Vice Chair; and Diedre

January is School Board
Appreciation Month

The Macon County School
System in honoring the MC Board
of Education. The dedication of
board members to students and
the community makes the school
system a place where all children
can discover their interests and
prepare for their future.

Celebrate board members

during School Board Apprecia-
tion Month. They are the voice of
schools in the community, and the
community’s voice in building the
future for students.

The school board meets the
fourth Monday of each month at
the administration office or at vari-
ous schools in the system at 6 p.m.

which will take this event to a new
level and raise even more money

for the Town of Highlands Schol-
* See BRYSON page 9

Missing
Highlands
man located

Officers of the Highlands
Police Department and High-
lands Fire and Rescue aided in the
search of Joseph Shmalo, 78, of
Highlands on January 4.

According to a statement
from the Highlands Police De-
partment, they had received a
report that Shmalo had gone
missing in the evening hours on
January 4 after dining at 4118
Kitchen & Bar.

Officers continued to search
the Town of Highlands through-
out the night and notified other
local agencies to assist in the
search.

Early in the morning on
January 5, the Police Department
was able to utilize the North
Carolina Silver Alert system to
issue a widespread notification
in an attempt to help locate him.
Once the Silver Alert was issued,
the NC Highway Patrol was con-
tacted. They were preparing their

* See MISSING page 7
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Best in class marketing for sellers.
Trusted partner for buyers.
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Around 12:22 p.m., on Tues.,
Jan. 9, NC Department of Trans-
portation closed US 64 west in the
Cullasaja Gorge between High-
lands and Franklin from Buck
Creck to Goldmine due to an ap-
parent washout under the road.

NCDOT  engineers met
Wednesday morning in the Cul-
lasaja Gorge with officials from
GeoStabilization Inc, which will
design and construct repairs. The
initial design involves installing
micro-piles, building a wall atop
the piles and finishing with shoul-
der construction.

closed
due to
wash

out
Will be closed
for 2+ weeks to
repair 80 ft. of

NCDOT anticipates com-
pleting the engineering plans
late this week, then having crews
begin the two-week construc-
tion project next Monday. The
project cost will be determined
after plans are approved. Barring
weather or unforeseen delays, the
Cullasaja Gorge should reopen by
the end of the month.

Transportation officials have
established a detour along Buck
Creek Road for passenger ve-
hicles. No trucks are allowed on
the detout.

M<CULLEY’S

The largest selection of
Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...on the hill
242 S. 4th St.* 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week

www.mcculleys.com
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- MAYOR ON DUTY.

Cost of running the town

IC’s VIEw e

ast Friday, I signed a stack
Lof town checks in my

office. Fridays are check
signing days. The process begins
at the first of the week when in-
voices come to the town clerk.
Our clerk also doubles as our
accounts receivable officer. She
verifies the invoices, and by the
end of the week, the checks are
ready for the required two sig-
natures.

The town manager plus the
finance director or mayor both
sign the checks. As a standard
practice, the town manager and
mayor are the signatories.

So, at the end of every week, the clerk
gives the unsigned checks and all the invoic-
es to the town manager. He reviews the in-
voices and signs the check. Next, they come
to me, and I follow the same process. As
a matter of good professional practice, the
town always strives to process invoices and
send checks to town vendors within a week.

After the signatures, the town clerk
takes back possession of the checks and
mails them to the vendors. I have been sign-
ing town checks for a decade now, but it
always amazes me how many checks have
to be issued weekly or monthly to keep the
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town running,

Over the years, I have be-
come very familiar with many
of the town vendors and what
services they provide. For ex-
ample, Duke Energy gets two
big checks every month. One
check is always over $320,000
for wholesale electrical power.
The other is a transmission fee
for the power to Highlands.
That check is always around
$25,000.

Periodically, we pay a siz-
able check to Environmental
Inc. for operating and staffing
the sewer plant. That contract continues to
work very well for the town.

Almost every week or month, the town
issues a check for Briar Equipment Com-
pany, usually for over $1,000. That company
supplies parts for big operating machines like
backhoes. We have a lot of equipment that
require constant maintenance, repairs, and
fnew parts.

Insurance companies send Highlands
premium invoices almost every month. For
example, we pay premiums to the NC In-
surance Trust for liability insurance and to
Globe, MetLife, and Colonial Insurance for
premiums that, in most cases, town workers
have paid into. Health insurance premiums
are also routinely paid.

Another routine payment goes to Na-
tional Communications. They are vendors
and supporters of our communication sys-
tem, i.e., radios for police and utility workers,
which keep town workers talking to one an-
other around town, especially in emergency
and inclement weather events. We also pay
costs for maintaining and upgrading radio
and computer equipment that monitors real-
time water levels in our large tanks through-
out the town.

We frequently send checks to Carolina
Water Systems. Those invoices are for the
water plant operations where supplies for
treating our water are constantly procured.

Highlands also sends checks to a num-
ber of local companies. For instance, this
past year, Bryson Grading and Construction
Company has received major checks for pav-
ing and water line installations. I like paying
companies in Highlands since those funds
support the local economy.

Poindexter Tire of Franklin routinely re-
o See MAYOR page 8
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"Well RB, T've got good news and bad news.
I'm off the endangered species list”
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Partial sunshine
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High: 42° Low: 20°

For Real-time Weather and the Extended Forecast,
go to www.highlandsinfo.com and click on Weather

HIGHLANDER

ROOFING SERVICES

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt * Cedar » Metal * Synthetic Materials

Showroom: 1511 Highlands Rd * Franklin ¢ O: 828-524-7773

info@highlandernc.com * www.highlandernc.com
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CHEF@%E&I@ERS 2024

« THE FARM

CHEF NICOLA FEDELI .., CALVISIUS CAVIAR
Friday, April 5

CHEF TERRY KOVAL
Sunday, May 5

CHEF TBD
Friday, June 28

LAURENT-PERRIER CHAMPAGNE DINNER
Friday, July 12

3RD ANNUAL SUNDAY SUPPER
Sunday, August 25

6TH ANNUAL OYSTER & SEAFOOD FEST
Sunday, September 22

/- GREAT BRITAIN CELEBRITY CHEF PHIL VICKERY
Friday, October 11

FARM HARVEST DINNER & BARN DANCE
Friday, November 8

JAZZ SUPPER
AT HALF-MILE FARM
Saturday, November 9
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Valle
COUNTRY CI .Ll‘ly
* Incredible Views
e Par 72 Championship Course
stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
e Open Daily, ® Year-Round e Public Golf
2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC

The Coolest Golf Course
in Georgia

For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals,
please call 706-746-5302
www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

Chestnut Hill,

a residential retirement community on a quiet
mountain top in Highlands, NC, has spacious
Assisted Living Apartments.

It is a full-service, Medicaid Certified community.

For further information call Linda Tiffany at
828-526-5251 Or 904-514-4896
www.chestnuthillofhighlands.com

* OBITUARIES ®

o INVESTING AT 4. 118 F1°

The market may be different
than you’'ve heard

e have all experi-
enced it. You are at
a gathering and an

acquaintance approaches you.
They give a friendly greeting
and quickly pose a question
about sports, the weather, or
a local event to start the con-
versation. However, when you |
are a Realtor®, people often
instead ask, “What’s happen-
ing in the real estate market?”
Many truly want to know
where the market is headed so

John Sheehan
Mountain Life Properties

That compares with year 2022
data of an average sales price
of $2.21M in the same com-
munity. That equates to a 6.1%
increase  year-over-year and
closely matches the overall local
market’s rise in value. However,
if we look at nearby Highlands
Falls Country Club, in 2023
homes there sold at an aver-
age sales price of $1.55M. That
compares with year 2022 aver-
age sales price of $1.19M in the
same community. That equates

they can keep up with the value John@MountainLifeRE.  to a 30.7% increase!
implications to their home. com When you compare closed
Interestingly, there is no 404-790-9716 prices of homes within Jackson

shortage of data readily avail-

able. Local real estate firms frequently cite
market data and trends in their advertise-
ments. Some provide information from
national data sources and others from our
Highlands-Cashiers MLS. However, the
local market is highly varied, even within
communities that border each other.

Let me peel back the onion just one
layer to reveal what I mean.

In 2023, 635 single-family homes were
sold in our local MLS at an average sales
price of $1.29M. That compares with year
2022 data of 710 single-family home sales
at an average sales price of $1.21M. That
equates to a 6.77% increase for the average
closed price for single-family homes in our
local market. If a client asks me “Does that
mean my home increased around 6% in
202327, my response is “To give you a good
answer, | need to know a little more infor-
mation about your home, such as location,
view and style.” Let me share why.

If we delve into comparing two local
communities’ recent sales and also look at
two counties’ sales results, we quickly see
remarkable differences.

In 2023, homes within Cullasaja Club
sold at an average sales price of $2.43M.

Mary Sue Dalton Forrester

Mary Sue Dalton Forrester, died peace-
fully on December 31, 2023, at Eckerd Liv-
ing Center.

She was born July 17, 1937, in High-
lands, NC to the late Chatles T. “Dock”
Dalton and Callie Ammons Dalton. She
was preceded in death by her parents and
her brothers and sisters.

She is survived by her husband of 47
years, ] L. Forrester, stepson R L Forrester
(Nancy), two grandsons Thomas ] Forrester,
Jonah Richard Forrester, and multiple nieces
and nephews.

Services will be at Blue Valley Baptist
Church on Thursday, January 11, 2024. Visi-

tation will be at 1pm with funeral service at
2pm, Reverends Oliver Rice and Delbert
McCall officiating.

Interment will be at a later date at
Highlands Memorial Cemetery.

Cremation Services were handled by
Macon Funeral Home.

e See OBITUARIES page 14

County to homes sold within
Macon County and recorded in our lo-
cal MLS, the Jackson County homes had
a 6.5% year-over-year increase, similar to
the overall market, while Macon County
homes had a 12.1% year-over-year increase!

You may ask, “Why the large differ-
ence regarding the change of average clos-
ing price in one area versus another?” A key
factor relates to the continuous drain on
the inventory of homes listed under $1.5M;
especially those with list prices nearer the
lower end of the market. The areas that
traditionally have more homes in this price
segment saw a larger year-over-year pet-
centage increases in average selling price.

The volume of new listings in lower
price segments has not kept up with the
number of sales; and we know a low sup-
ply leads to higher prices.

So, the next time you ask a Realtor®
about the real estate market, consider ask-
ing more targeted questions about specific
locations or value segments you’re interest-
ed in. It not only encourages the Realtor®
to share more accurate insights, but also
unveils the depth of their knowledge. You
may be pleasantly surprised at the valuable
information you uncover!

* Jobn Sheehan is a Broker at Mountain 1 ife
Properties. Adeptly serving the luxury real estate
sales market and located in Highlands within their
log cabin office at 134 Maple Street, the Mountain
Life Properties team welcomes all to stop by to say
hello or visit our website MonntainLifeRE.com or
reach us at 828-239-8814.
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Sli! Goin! Ghat!

811/®

DJ
Ice Skating

S'mores

Snow Tube Merry-Go-Round
Snow Slide
Snowball Toss

“Snowga” (a twist on yoga)

Saturday, January 27 and
Sunday, January 28, 2024
11 a.m.-5p.m.
Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park
Highlands, NC
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NORTH CAROQLINA

ELEY. 4118

This event is hosted by Highlands Chamber of Commerce/ visithighlandsnc.com
Visit Highlands, NC. 828-526-5841
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Mery Clatstuas! |
J pry New Year!

WOLFGANG'S

RESTALURANT & WIME BISTRO

American Cuisine with a
Creole Twist and German Flair

Closed January
Reopening February 15

Bistro 4pm | Dining Room 5:30pm

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807

IGHLANDS DINING ®

otsla gftouse) | !

Japanese ¢ Asian® Thai Cuisine
Take-out &
Dine-in

Open noon-9p
Closed Wednesdays
828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p ¢ Sun. 11ato 7p
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554

Wine Wednesday
1/2 off select bottles of wine
with purchase of an entree
Sundays
Bluegrass Brunch the Ruffed
Grouse Tavern. Music from
10:30a -
Thursdays
Blues & Brews Special —
$20 burger and select beer
special, paired with live blues
music.
Locals receive 20% off
all menu items

290 Main Street * Highlands * 828-526-2590
highlandermountainhouse.com

wolfgangset 595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC
The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House 828-526-4035

WI]_D THYME GOURMET

B T A WULR & M T

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round

Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. * Highlands

Open
6 days/6 nights
¥ Closed all Wednesday

& Sunday lunch.
Lunch: 11a-3:30p

Dinner:
5:30p - until

| The Secret Garden

Modern Fast Food &
Courtyard Market

Open Year-Round
Mon.-Fri.. | [:30a to 5p ¢ Sat. 12-5p

208 N. 5th St.  Village Square * (828) 305-7509

Home-made soups

| and sandwiches are

made ﬁfesh dai[y

The Secret Garden

is a year-round sandwich shop and local
gourmet food market offering a variety of
hot and cold specialty sandwiches,
various salads, desserts and charcuterie.
Stop by this winter and enjoy a hot sandwich,
a cup of homemade soup and more.
We have indoor and outdoor seating, a
large variety of drink options
including wine and beer.
Can’t linger?

Call (828) 305-7509 to place a pick-up order.
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Dear Editor,

Recently, two long-time Highlands
residents had the temerity to write letters
to our two local newspapers expressing
some popularly held grievances concern-
ing the annual Food and Wine Festival
held in November and produced by an
events company from out of town.

Well, it didn’t take long for all the big
guns to come out shooting, For instance,
board members of the events company,
plus a few of their friends, signed on to
two separate letters in the papers praising
the festival; there was a gratuitous front
page article extolling the endless virtues
of the festival and justifying its endless
generosities; and one letter, defending the
festival, stated that the people who com-
plained about it “obviously don’t need to
work”. So there, take that, you lazy ne’er
do well complainers!

The people so offended by those
two letters missed the point, which was
two-fold. They were written in defense
of the people who actually live here. They
were written in defense of the integrity

Is more better?

of the town, in defense of Highlands
from becoming like any other theme town
dedicated solely to luring and entertaining
people from somewhere else who have no
real stake or permanent investment here -
they come for a lark, for a crazy weekend,
then go back to their real lives. Whereas
we, who live here, this is our real life, this
is our real town, our everyday town. It is
disheartening to be viewed as second-class
citizens in your own home town.
Secondly, the letters were question-
ing not only the need for the Food and
Wine Festival, but the necessity to create
additional bogus festivals to fill in the so-
called slow months in Highlands. Believe
it or not, plenty of people yearn for the
return of those slow months. Non-stop
events are exhausting; it’s like being on a
merry-go-round that never stops. For at
least nine months of the year, Highlands
provides constant, first-rate entertainment
for anyone who wants it or who needs
continual stimulation. But we should take
a clue from Mother Nature, from the natu-
ral cycle of things; everything needs a rest

..]VIISSING continued from page 1

helicopter for liftoff when Shmalo was
found in his vehicle off of Blue Valley
Road by a citizen who then took him to
the hospital.

It was determined Shmalo was in
good health and he was reunited with his
family.

Chief Holland of the Police Depart-
ment would like to extend thanks to the
officers of the Highlands Police Depart-
ment, Highlands Fire and Rescue, Macon
County 911 Communications, and the
North Carolina Highway Patrol for assis-
tance in this search effort.

“We would also like to thank the
citizens of Highlands for their continued
support as we serve the community,” said
Chief Holland.

To help protect the elderly popula-
tion, North Carolina developed the Silver
Alert program to quickly disseminate de-
scriptive information about the missing
elderly person who may be endangered, so
that citizens in the affected area can be on
the and notify local law enforcement with
any relevant information.

The program is a cooperative effort
among local and state law enforcement
and the N.C. Center for Missing Persons,
with voluntary participation by radio and

television broadcasters and the N.C. De-
partment of Transportation.

The North Carolina General Assembly
formally established the program in 2007 by
General Statute § 143B-1022; it is operated
through the N.C. Center for Missing Per-
sons.

- Submitted by HPD

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

Bronze sculpture ¢ Paintings
Vintage & Antique Collectables &
Furniture + Costume Jewelry
and much more

(828) 526-481
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

now and then, everything needs to slow
down now and then.

The people who were offended by
the original two letters will no doubt be
offended by this one. We will be accused
of being anti-business or worse, I suppose.
But I would like to suggest something
else; we are not anti-business, we are pro-
humanness. We should put more emphasis

on the humanity, not so much on the com-
mercial. That’s all.

I could elaborate, but have already
used way too many words to say some-
thing quite simple. Thank you for your
forbearance.

Alice Nelson
Highlands

Wishing everyone a Warm and Happy
January!! We will be closed for January
and Look forward to seeing you again
in February!!

3

Local Specials At Half-Mile Farm & Old Edwards Inn
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BOOK TODAY - CALL 866.526.8008
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71 EASTSIDE DUCK MOUNTAIN

@LANDMARE

Pam Nellis

43 vears of experience!

Office: 828-526-4663
Cell: 828-787-1895

pamela.nellis@yahoo.com

Read Highlands Newspaper for free from everywhere ...
on the street or on the web.
Go to www.highlandsinfo.com. Click on Local News.
Delivered and uploaded every Thurs.AM

Highlands | Sotheby’s
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Nominated for ‘America’s Best’

Top 5% of Brokers in 2022* HCMLS
Andrea Gabbard

c: 828.200.6742
AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

20 years experience

Highlands Varsity swim team 10-1

On Saturday, Dec. 9, at the Candy Cane
Invitational Swim Meet, the Highlands
School Boys Varsity Swim Team improved
its record to 10-1 defeating teams from three
states including Smoky Mountain, Murphy,
Pickens, Union HS, and Gilmer HS.

The one-person gitls team of Tate Wil-
son swam well and finished 2nd in the 500
and 3rd in the 200 freestyle.

Missing Jack Sumner to illness and
Conner Hughes and Paolo McRae to
scheduling conflicts the 4-person team of
Junior Finneaus Garner, Sophomores Ani-

ah McKim and Jesus Mendoza-Tentle, and
Freshman Chase Kenter finished 2nd in the
8-team meet by winning 7 of the 12 events.
Finneaus Garner won the 50 and 100
freestyle setting the meet and pool record in
the 50. Aniah McKim won the 200 IM (In-
dividual Medley) and the 100 breaststroke.
Chase Kenter won the 100 backstroke and
finished 2nd in the 200 freestyle. Jesus Men-
doza-Tentle finished 4th in the 200 free.
The 4-man team of Garner, McKim,
Kenter and Mendoza-Tentle won both the
200 Medley Relay and the 400 free relays.

Catapult: Storytelling through
shadow dance coming to PAC

On Saturday, Jan. 27,Sat., The High-
lands Performing Arts Center presents
Catapult (America’s Got Talent Finalists) at
7:30pm.

Enter the amazing world of Magic
Shadows — you won’t believe your eyes as
you watch these incredible dancers trans-
form their bodies into seemingly impossible
shapes from the world around us. In one in-
stant they are a mouse and then a full-size
clephant, a camel, a car with headlights, a
house and not just a house but a house with
a window and people inside the window.

You will never figure out how they do
it and you won’t know what they will make
next - you will be surprised again and again.

Audiences are delighted by the apparently
effortless transformations and applaud
over, and over as more and more unbeliev-
able images appear on the stage. Not only
is the show packed with hundreds of shape
transformations, but it is full of humor,
emotion, and engaging stories. Audiences
leave this show dazed and happy and they
will never look at their own shadow the
same way again!

This magical shadow dancing perfor-
mance is something the whole family to
enjoy, be mesmerized by and be amazed.
Tickets are available online: www.Highland-
sPerformingArts.com. Please call the box
office for children’s tickets: 828.526.9047.

..MJAYOR continued from page 2

ceives a town check. They supply the town
with all kinds of tires for our many special-
ized tires. For instance, the police depart-
ment tires have to meet law enforcement
standards.

The town also mails checks to area car
dealerships. Much of our vehicle fleet ve-
hicles are Chevys and Fords and need rou-
tine maintenance. Like a household, our de-
partments hate it when a vehicle comes off
warranty and then has a major failure, like

dropping a transmission. Town staff works
to prevent major auto repairs by conducting
routine, scheduled maintenance.

In summary, keeping a town like High-
lands functioning takes substantial money.
We have a lot of activities and departments
on a scale that most towns our size simply
do not provide. Nevertheless, the costs are
worth it in order to maintain a quality com-
munity.

Lunch
Tue$. - sato
Ma to 3p

I’m baaaaaack again!
With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!
Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a fresh Gyro!

Salads e Pitas ¢ Burgers ¢ Philly Cheese Steak e Shrimp Pita ® Susan’s Rueben
litalian Sausage e Chicken Wings ¢ Appalachian Fries ® Onion Rings e Fried Shrimp
Fish n’ Chips ¢ Chicken Fingers and more!

Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! e 828-482-1513
462 Dillard Road, Highlands (across from Dusty’s)




By Brittney Lofthouse

As the calendar turned to 2024, North
Carolina welcomed a seties of new laws,
marking significant changes across vatious
sectors from transportation and health ser-
vices to election laws and criminal justice.
This comprehensive look at the legislation
that came into effect on January 1, 2024,
outlines the direction North Carolina is tak-
ing in this new year.

1. Transportation and Driving Laws:

SB 157 - Limited Provisional License
Modification: This act has made it easier for
drivers to obtain a Limited Provisional Li-
cense by reducing the time a Limited Learn-
er’s Permit must be held. It also amends
passenger restrictions for those holding a
Limited Provisional License, reflecting a
more progtessive approach to young driv-
ers’ mobility and autonomy.

2. Financial and Audit Reforms:

SB 299 - Reimburse Late Audit Costs
with Sales Tax Revenue: Targeting greater
compliance by counties and municipalities,
this act imposes financial implications for
late submissions of annual audit reports,
thus enforcing timely financial transparency
and accountability.

3. Health & Human Services Revisions:

HB 190 and HB 125 - Department of
Health and Human Services Revisions &
NC Health & Human Services Workforce
Act: These acts introduce modifications to
the laws pertaining to the Department of
Health and Human Services. They cover a
wide range, from technical changes to more
significant reforms, including licensing pro-
visions for military physicians and modifica-
tions in over-the-counter hearing aid laws.

4. Environmental Health:

HB 627 - On-Site Wastewater Rules
Implementation: This law directs the Com-
mission for Public Health to adopt and
implement specific on-site wastewater rules,
reflecting an increased focus on environ-
mental health and safety.

5. Financial Administration and

Unclaimed Property:

HB 181 and HB 203 - Unclaimed
Property Division Changes & Department
of State Treasurer Technical Corrections:
These laws bring about changes to the man-
agement of unclaimed properties and make
technical corrections to the statutes govern-
ing various retirement systems, ensuring
more efficient financial administration.

6. Retirement System Reforms:

HB 201 - Retitement Administrative
Changes Act of 2023: Making administra-
tive and conforming changes to laws gov-
erning retitement systems, this act affects a
significant portion of the state’s workforce,
including teachers and state employees.

7. Adoption and Guardianship Laws:

SB 615 - Adoption Law/Notary Chang-
es/ Guatdianship Rights: This law allows
for more flexibility in adoption processes,
including the adoption of adult adoptees by
former stepparents and changes in redaction
restrictions from adoption home studies.

8. Business and Corporation Law
Amendments:

SB 477 - Amend Business Corpora-
tion Act/Business Oppottunity Disclosures:
This act makes various changes to the North
Carolina Business Corporation Act, stream-
lining and updating the legal framework for
businesses in the state.

9. General Statutory Changes:

HB 8 - Vatious Statutory Changes: This
act encompasses a range of changes to the
General Statutes, reflecting an ongoing pro-
cess of legal refinement and adaptation.

10. Regulatory and Election Law Reforms:

HB 600, SB 749, and SB 747 - Regu-
latory Reform Act of 2023, No Partisan
Advantage in Elections, and Elections Law
Changes: These acts represent significant
reforms in regulatory and election laws, aim-
ing to improve the fairness and efficiency of
electoral processes in North Carolina.

11. Criminal and Civil Law Developments:

SB 409 - Various Changes to Criminal
and Civil Laws: This law amends various

THE
HEIGHT
OF

ENTER
TAINMENT
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New year, new laws for NC in 2024

aspects of criminal and civil laws, including
changes to offenses related to breaking or
entering vehicles and other properties.
12. Ethical Reforms in Addiction Services:
HB 415 - Stop Addiction Fraud Ethics
Act of 2023: Establishing the Stop Addic-
tion Fraud Ethics (SAFE) Act, this legisla-
tion aims to regulate and improve the ethical
standards in addiction treatment setvices.
In conclusion, the onset of 2024 has
brought with it a diverse range of legisla-

tive changes in North Carolina. These laws
reflect the state’s commitment to evolving
and adapting its legal framework to address
contemporary challenges and needs, rang-
ing from public health and environmental
issues to financial transparency and election
integrity. As North Carolinians navigate
these changes, the state looks forward to
a year of progress and development under
this new legal landscape.

..BRYSON continued from page 1

arship Fund,” said event co-chair and Town
Commissioner, Brian Stiehler.

“We are grateful to have the Brysons
support for this annual event,” said Mayor
Pat Taylor. “The Scholarship Fund is some-
thing the Bryson family has supported for
many years, and they understand the im-
portance it plays in the lives of Highlands
School graduates.”

Commissioner Stichler said starting
with 2024, the Bryson Family has stepped
up to play an even larger role in the event
for the benefit of local students and is com-
mitted to the partnership for the foreseeable
future.

“They are financially covering 100%
of the expenses which will enable the fund
to net an additional $15,000 or more each

year,” he said.

Since 1975, the Town of Highlands
Scholarship fund has benefitted Highlands
School graduates by giving scholarships to
those furthering their education.

All Highlands School graduates are eli-
gible and receive some form of support for
the duration of their post-secondary edu-
cation, provided they apply each year.

For the 2023-2024 school year,
$56,000 was awarded to new graduates and
those continuing their post-secondary edu-
cation.

If you have any questions about this
year’s event, reach out to Commissioners
Brian Stiehler or Jeff Weller or contact Re-
becca Shuler at Town Hall (526-2118).

- Kim Lewicki

SPECIAL EVENT

for the Whole Family

America’s Got Talent
Finalists

Catapult

Highlands Performing Arts Center
507 Chestnut Street, Highlands, NC

Storytelling through
Shadow Dance

Saturday, January 27

7:30pm

Children’s Tickets Available

For Tickets and Information
HighlandsPerformingArts.com
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A life finished
well

Pastor Dan Robinson
Highlands Central Baptist
Church

‘ J : Then Iwas 10 years old, I lived with my grandparents
on their farm in Candler, NC. It was a good life. I
took to it. The pastures, gardens, livestock and hard

work all seemed to be a natural part of my DNA.

It was during that time that I celebrated “The New
Year” for the first time. That New Year was 1964. Even then
I thought it would be a good idea to acknowledge that event
in the same way I had heard of others doing, Such as shooting
a gun into the night! I don’t remember the conversation I had
with my grandfather, but he apparently thought it was a good
idea also! I can remember him standing behind me and helping
me steady the rifle. In just a moment I squeezed the trigger. In
doing so I felt so satisfied that I had done my part in ringing in
the New Year.! Yes; indeed, I felt satisfied.

How have you welcomed the New Year? After doing so
did you go to bed feeling satisfied?

The Follower of Jesus Christ sees the New Year in some
ways which are different from the non-Follower. By the way,
which one might you be?

I think outstanding in this difference is that the Follower
of Jesus Christ doesn’t see the New Year so much as an oppor-
tunity for a new start as much as an opportunity to continue
pursuing life in a way whereby he/she might finish well.

I am defining “Finishing Well” as Identifying and em-
bracing the Lord’s plan for one’ life which will result in others
knowing about Him, and some even coming to know Him.”

This is precisely what the Lord Jesus Christ did. As early
as age 12 He said that He was to be about the Father’s business
(Luke 2:49). He was embracing His Father’s plan.

We know that the Fathet’s business was the Cross. Jesus
never lost sight of that. He knew that He had come to die for
the sins of the world. Most of the known world at that time
surely knew that also. The news of the Cross would have been
the breaking news of that day. However, they only knew about
Him. But then, there were others who came to know Him per-
sonally. That happened then and continues to happen now.

The Bible calls this personal relationship with Jesus Christ
being born-again or saved. Has this happened to you?

May I be so bold (some would say ignorant) as to say that
apart from a personal relationship with Jesus Christ one simply
cannot finish well. To be sure, they may be remarkably success-
ful in terms of position, wealth and influence. But then what?

A Holy God has given you the gift of life for a greater
purpose than just to live and die. He has made you to know
Him personally through His Son, Jesus Christ.

This Truth alone is remarkable and overwhelming!

May I close with a story which some of you have already
heard? It is about someone who finished well.

Her name is Gwynne, my first wife.

Twenty-two years ago she transitioned to Heaven. Hert’s
was indeed a life well lived. But I wasn’t faring so well. Those
days were dark for me. The waters were uncharted. It was quite
a fix for a preacher to be in. Preaching hope when I felt so

o See SPIRITUALLY page 14

Proverbs 3:5

e P acEs 1O WORSHIP ®

John 3:16

BLUEVALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315
Sundays: School:10 a.m.,Worship:| |
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 + Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| |
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev.Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30
CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA * 706-746-2999
Sundays: 10 a.m.Worship; Holy Communion Ist & 3rd Sundays
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
Rev’d Dr. Michael Matlock, Rector
464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717
CAC@christanglicancashers.org & 828-743-1701
Sundays: 9:30 am Adult Christian Formation;

10:30 am Holy Eucharist Worship
Wednesdays: 6 pm Bible Study, Prayer, Potluck
Thursdays: 10 am Healing Eucharist
CHRIST CHURCH OF THEVALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf * 743-5470
www.cashiers.church
Sun.10:45am. S.S 9:30am.Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals |0am.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:| la.m.

I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com * 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC  Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins
Sundays: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am
Wednesdays: Youth 5:30-7pm;Women’s Bible Study: Mondays
4:30pm, Tuesdays 10am; Men’s Bible Study:VWednesdays &
Thursdays 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144 + 696 Sky Valley Way #447
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas
Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev.W. Bentley Manning, Rector * 526-2968
5th and Main streets * www.incarnationwnc.org
Sunday: Rite |, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite Il with Choir 10:30
am in Sanctuary,Ved: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, Morn-
ing Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 « www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor ¢ 220 Main Street, Highlands
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am;Women'’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Emily Wilmarth, pastor
828-526-3175 « fpchighlands.org
Sun.:Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.;Worship || a.m.

Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m.Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:I | am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays |0am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. ¢ Glenville. NC ¢ 743-2729 « Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a.Worship | 1a & 7p. Bible Study 6p
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.;Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 « 165 S. Sixth Street
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays:Worship:| |
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson ¢ 11339 Buck Creek Road
Highlandscentralbaptist.org ¢ 828-526-0774
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily
sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a & 6p.Wed.Worship is 6p
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor & Rev. Christine Murphy
526-3376
In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
909a Bluegrass and | |a Traditional
www.highlandsmethodist.or
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
2152 Dillard Road * 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdorf
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship: | I. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin « 828-634-1312 « mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: Ist /Fri.and 3rd Sat.
and Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur.
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583 * Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107)
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;Youth Group 6 p.m.
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone — 526-2418
Tues. - 9:30am; Thurs. - 9:30am; Sun. - | lam
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship —I | am.& 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates * 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev.Andy Cloer
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:1 | a.m.
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m.
ST.JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Sun. 9a; Mon. 9:30a (Latin);VWed. 9:30a
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office:  743-2359 « Rev. Rob Wood
Sunday Services:8a.9:30 & | la
Visit our website www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com for
schedules of activities.

Our Bazaar Barn supports outreach in the community.
Open Thurs., Fri. Sat. 10a -2p.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin ¢ uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - | | a.m.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:I | am




e PoliceE & FIRE REPORTS ®

Highlands Police entries
from Dec. 18. Only the names
of persons arrested, issued a
summons/citation, issued a
Class-3 misdemeanor or those
of public officials have been
used.

Dec. 18

* At 5:23 p.m, officers re-
sponded to a call of vandalism at a
residence on Hardscrabble Ridge
Road where wine bottles were bro-
ken while delivery.

Dec.24

* At 10:51 p.m, John Joseph
Shea, 79, of Juno Beach, FL, was ar-
rested for DUl when stopped on
Hickory Street. He was issued a
written promise. His court date is
Jan. 17.

Dec.27

e At 12:24 p.m., officers re-
sponded to a two-vehicle accident
on NC 28 near Spring Street.

* At 7:45 p.m., officers re-
sponded to a one-vehicle accident
on the Cashiers Road near Sher-
wood Forest Road.

Dec.29

» Officers were notified of a
73-year-old woman impaired by a
diabetic emergency being sold a
product by Beauty Frizz on Main
Street.

Dec.30

* At 2:45 p.m, officers re-
sponded to a call of shoplifting at
Wits End where $184 in merchan-
dise was taken.

Jan. |

e At 1:27 p.m., officers re-
sponded to a 2-vehicle accident on
NC 28 near Spring Street.

Jan. 4

* At 10:54 p.m,, officers were
notified of a 78-year-old missing
man who had left 4118 Kitchen
and Bar and not returned home.

Jan.5

e At 1:02 p.m., officers re-
sponded to a call of a breaking and
forced entry into a home on N. 6th
Street.

The Highlands Fire & Res-
cue log from Dec. 19.

Dec. 19

* At 9:38 am,, the dept. pro-
vided public assistance on Wingina
Lane.

* At 5:14 p.m,, the dept. pro-
vided public assistance on Spring
Street.

Dec.20

* At 10:03 a.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Split Rail Row.

* At 12:35 p.m,, the dept. re-

sponded to a water flow alarm at a
residence on Country club Drive.

* At 7:08 p.m, the dept. re-
sponded to a Co2 alarm at a location
on Spring Street.

Dec. 2l

* At 2:22 p.m., the dept. assisted

a stranded motorist on N.4th. Street.

Dec.22

* At 922 p.m,, the dept. was
first-responders to a residence on
Hicks Road.

Dec.23

* At 9:49 am, the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm on Oak Lane.

* At 455 p.m,, the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Old Farm Road.

Dec.25

* At 3:34 p.m, the dept. re-
sponded to a motor vehicle accident
on the Cashiers Road.

Dec.26

* At 9:53 am,, the dept. re-
sponded to a call about a tree on a
line on Edwards Creek Road.

* At 12:53 p.m,, the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on the Cashiers Road.

* At 5:58 p.m, the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Wyanoak Road.,,

* At 9:17 p.m,, the dept. re-
sponded to a motor vehicle accident
on the Cashiers Road.

Dec.27

* At 8:09 am, the dept. was
fist-responders to a residence on
Skylake Drive.

* At 11:08 a.m., the dept. was
first-responders to a residence on
Clear Creek Road.

* At 4:09 p.m., the dept. was fist-
responders to Highlands Plaza.

* At 5:28 p.m,, the dept. was
first-responders to a residence on
Buck Creek Road.

* At 7:41 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a motor vehicle accident
on the Cashiers Road.

Dec.28

* At 7:58 am,, the dept. was
first-responders to a residence on
Simon Speed Road.

* At 1:42 p.m, the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Sagee Drive.

* At 410 p.m., the dept. was
first-responders to a residence on
Glen Falls Road.

Dec.29

* At 3:55 am, the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Crescent Trail.

* At [1:27 am,, the dept. re-
sponded to a call about smoke at a
residence on the Cashiers Road.
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SURROUND YOURSELF IN SOFINESS

DX

JOHNNY WAS
JULIE VOS _[ 4. Blec

326 Main St.
828-482-4375

@ XCVI

Order online at www.
facebook.com/LuluBleuNC

Check out our new store in Cashiers!
Lulu & You - 142 HWY 107

Read Highlands Newspaper for free from everywhere ...
on the street or on the web.
Go to www.highlandsinfo.com. Click on Local News.
Delivered and uploaded every Thurs.AM

Highlands Mercantile is OPEN!

MENE RATURAL S04E

PINETAR

aRmais & Sims EOITEEITE ® o7 sa

BELLA CUCINA
friful Food

WESTMAN ATELIER

Augustinus Bader

Fine goods for your family and home.

Books ¢ Chocolates ¢ Coffee ¢ Guy Gifts ¢ Home ¢ Skincare
322 Main Street, Highlands ¢ 828-482-0818
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Highlands | Sotheby’s Paul Corbin
INTERHATIONAL REALTY owner

GARY GARREN

Founding Member

Cell: (828) 482-2370
gsgarren(@gmail.com

Life is better connected.
Join us this Sunday
(new series)
8:40am - Coffee/Nibbles
9am - Live Stream

w/Andy Stanley
For directions call Bee at 404-307-1415.

A&O LANDSCAPING SERVICES, LLC

Downtown Office @
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC 828-371-2240

Highlandssothebysrealty.com pcorbin 1631 @aol.com

Kiln dried
FlREWOOD

Delivery or pickup

the hemlocks

on 25 acres at the base

of Whiteside
Mountain.

800-805- 3558 828-526-2222

> 828-526-9325 <«

2460 Cashiers Road « Highlands 828-526-2395

Generators aren’t just a “thing” we do, hi ghl andslawnand: gar den.com

generators are all we do!

Highlands Automotive
J U N K Call Raul
Service ; ; NC 706-982-3803
WE HAUL IT AWAY & 7 _J& - Inspection 706-970-7638

Renair Station 828-347-0255 %
House / Garage / Yard p
GRADING, INC.

Call for free estimate ASE R T valenciagrading@gmail.com
== St Grading e Lot Clearing e Retaining Wall

828 - 421 - 5188 . 828-78.7-2360 Driveways e Septic Placement

2851 Cashiers Road ¢ highlandsautomotive.com

CHESTNUT STDR&GE » Grading e YA
. e Excavating
Storage Units Available ;0 « Driveways
g.l:ﬂ [-;:.?;:u ¢ Build sites
e * Hauling
SR * Septic Systems = —=="73}
Call tocay to fined oot why wone - -
“Higaland’s Premier Facility” Edwin Wilson MEenDOZA TREE EXPERT
828-482-1045 . Cell (828) 421-3643 Quality Tree Care & Removal |8+ years
Lok for ouwr sgn! Officelfax (828) 526-4758 estimates@mendozatree.com
pusfgn Buck Craat Bl. - o2 mie off Casbiars R ssar the bespital wilsongrading@yahoo.com mendozatreeservices.com

B64-481-0598
INFOED GO SELING-CENTER.ORG

. 1,- y LUL TED AT THE
Cell: 803-271-5426 - COUMNSELING e 3485

Office: 828-526-8784 CEMNTER

Branch Leader

Ryan M. Bears _

ryan.bears@allentate.com

Vi
tate /e Alle
Realtors®

REALTY GROUP

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

< g COUNSELING-CENTER.ORG @

HIGHLANDS, N

WE STRIVE TO STRENGTHEN FAMILIES AND INDIVIDUALS

BY PROVIDING ACCESS TO OQUALITY MENTAL HEALTH
SERVICES REGARDLESS OF FINANCIAL ABILITY.




Desimir
Petrovic

Broker

Cell: 646-315-0048
Office: 828-526-8784

desimir.petrovic@allentate.com

® PAINTING & REMODELING 4

e Interior & Exterior Painting
e Pressure Washing
« House Maintenance
e Drywall Repair
o Deck Repair
Quality Work e Fully Insured|

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com
828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927
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e CLASSIFIEDS ®

FOR SALE

LAND FOR SALE - 3 tracts, 7.5 miles south of
Highlands, 8.64 acres with spring, by far the best view
in the area at $200,000; 6.12 acres with spring (already
subdivided into 2, 3-acre lots) $140,000; 3.99 acres with
southern exposure, $70,000. 828-974-1137. (st. 2/22/24)

3 RV CLASS A SITES at Wildflower Creek RV
Resort. A small, secluded, mature luxury resort. Call for
more information. 828-421-1709. (st. 10/13)

TINY HOME LOTS FOR SALE. $25k-$45k/
ea. Each lot comes with water, power, and sewer run to
each lot. www.TinyMountainEstates.com for more info.
(st. 11/22)

FOR RENT

TLC OPEN AIR STORAGE - Located in High-
lands, NC. Spaces available for pontoon boats, ATV ve-
hicles, equipment trailers, RV’s, and campers. Minimum |
month rental. $75 small to medium vehicles; $100 large
vehicles. Contact Greg 828-526-5280. (st. 12/21)

NEW |/BED APT. downtown Highlands in Village
Square. Walk-in closet and balcony. One year minimum

HIGHLAND =

E

EXCURSION °©

mtntours.com

Nantabala Viational
Forest FPermitted

lease. Unfurnished. $3,500/mth. Call Robin at 828-200-
0044. (st. 12/7)

2 BEDROOM | BATH 1550 SF with great Moun-
tain View 2 1/2 mins from Main Street. $2200/Mo.Annual.
Bobbygrace@icloud.com. Cell/Text 727-458-0787 (st.
11/30)

BRAND NEW TRAILERS FOR RENT. 2 bed-
rooms/2 baths $1700/month and 3 bedrooms/2 baths
$2250/month. Between Highlands & Cashiers. Includes
hi-speed internet, water, & washer/dryer. No dogs. In-
quires, Marcy -(706) 982-0444. (st. 5/4)

COZY LAKEFRONT COTTAGE AVAIL-
ABLE Fully furnished, one bedroom, one bath. Easy ac-
cess from Highlands Road in Franklin. Ideal corporate
or seasonal rental between Highlands and Franklin. Call
Sarah Miller at 770-757-7500 or email sarahmilleratl@
aol.com (st. | 1/22)

HELP WANTED

LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION CREW
LEADER -- Thompson Landscape Company is now hir-
ing a full-time crew leader starting $25/hour based on
capability and experience. Comprehensive benefit pack-
age including year-end bonus. Minimum 3-years experi-
ence, valid NC Driver’s license. Drug test required. After
2 years of satisfactory employment, salary options avail-
able starting at 55k with other employee benefits. Con-
tact Greg at 828-526-5280. (st. 12/21)

LUPOLI CONSTRUCTION is hiring an office
manager/executive assistant and a bookkeeper. Full-time,
compensation based on experience. Please contact Re-
gina@Lupoliinc.com, 770.757.5004 for more information.
(st. 11/2)

* See CLASSIFIEDS page 14

Cosmos Flowers
Full Service Florist

i

g Store: 828-526-0044
s 8 C“*“_“" Cell: 828-200-6 101
o PLOWERS imosflowersnc@gmail.com

95 Highlands Plaza
Follow us
Instagram and facebook
@cosmosflowersnc

Al Cleveltin-

Realtor-Broker
Luxtry Hame Spacialic

Licensed in NC & GA

B20-332-9767
alstonehami@allentate.com

@ Lt Al

Highlands/Scaly Min/Cashiers

360 MAIN STREET

ESTATE JEWELERS OF
HIGHLANDS

5 o

Appointment B S
Call: 828-526-1960 K
Text: 770-855-0825 ==

Email: ejofhighlands@gmail.com >

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

HOME REMODELING « NEW CONSTRUCTION 35

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR< REPAIR « DRYWALL * .
SHOWERREMODEL « PAINTGSTAN 4
REPAIR « DRYWALL « CARPENTRY
PRESSURE WASHING

8283322520
8283712189 .

MENDOZAPAINT 17@GMAILCOM @)
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..CLASSIFIEDS from page 13

SERVICES

MURPHY’S PAINT CO.
- interior/exterior painting/sheet-
rock repair/wallpaper removal/
log homes/decks. Insured. Free
estimates. 828-332-0525 or 828-
421-8600. (3/14)

NEED FURNITURE
MOVED OR ANYTHING

WHOLE LIFE
MARKET

Natural Products Store
Hours: 9am-5pm
Mon-Sat
828-526-5999
Wholelifehighlands@icloud.com
LOCATED AT 680 N UTH ST, HIGHLANDS

TAD Organic smoothie/juice
M bar located
6 il inside Whole

Life Market

——.

\H“‘- -,
Crearive Concerrs Saton

Hair ¢ Nails * Waxing
* Tanning
¢ Facials
Walk-ins Welcome!
Open at 9a Tues.-Sat.
828-526-3939

Owner /Stylist:
Lacy Jane Villardo

Stylists:
Heather Escandon
Maggie Barden
Desiray Schmitt
Lauren Buckely
Nail Tech:
Jenna Schmitt

Upstairs and Across the
Walkway at Falls on Main
Highlands

HAULED AWAY? Call or text
James of Going Gone at 828-421 -
2655. (3/28)

DOG SITTING - overnight,
or daily checkins/walks. Call Lisa.

References available. Call or text
828-424-4637. (st. 12/21)

ANYTHING GOES CLEAN:
UP SERVICE Complete property
cleanup - house, garage, property,
etc. Call Danny at 828-200-2855.
(st. 9/28)

HIGH COUNTRY PHO-
TO/KEVIN VINSON: scanning
photos, slides & negatives to CD
or DVD for easier viewing.Video
transfer to DVD. Everything done
in house. Leave message at 828-
526-5208.

Biz Card Ads -2024
$22 for BW; $27 for color

Classifieds -2024
$10 for 10 words, 30 cents for
each were thereafter. $2 for color

highlight. $5 for color photo.

.SPIRITUALLY
from page 10

thoroughly hopeless.

During that time, I ran into my
aunt in a Christian bookstore. She
looked at me and said, “Son, there
is a Future.”

That was literally the pivotal
turning point in my life. She had
simply spoken a Truth which I had
forgotten.

As it was for me, so it is with
you. Your days may be very dark.
Any talk of the future seems like
empty talk to you. If that describes
you, then I simply say to you, There
is a future!

God loves you. He has planned
a future for you. He desites that you
finish well. He will give you His
power and grace to face and endure
even the most tragic times and cir-
cumstances.

On this first week of the New
Year, I hope you will turn to Him. I
hope you will build a life that counts.

And when the Pastor, Rabbi
or Priest presides at your funeral,
I hope the congregation will hear
him say, “Here is a life that finished
welll”

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO ICIZZ!J'h"!I"-"IUMET"!If OUTREACH

L

AN LIPSCALE RESALE STORE WiTH 10,000 SQ FT
OF SHOPPINCG!

1846 HWY 107N in Cashiers
{Across from Blue Ridge Schoal)

BAZAAR BARN

FRIDAY & SATURDAY

icAM-zPM

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO DONATE. CONTACT SKIP RYAN AT (828) 226-2588

..OBITUARIES continued from page 4
Diana Geneva Potts

Diana  Geneva
Potts, 63, of High-
lands, passed away on
January 4, 2024. Born
in  Highlands, on
April 7, 1960, Diana
was the fourth child
of James “Jimbo”
and Geneva Potts.

Diana was a
graduate of High-
lands  School and

Wagner,  Michael
Sutton, Adam Wag-
ner, Owen Davis,
and Ila Davis.

She was pro-
ceeded in death by
her father, James
Arthur Potts; her
mother; Geneva Al-
lie Bradley; and her
brothers, Keith Al-
len Potts and Timo-

later obtained a business degree
from Southwestern Community
College. Diana found immeasur-
able joy being in the presence of
her grandchildren and family.

She is survived by her sib-
lings, Clarence “Dabs” Potts and
Lisa Talley; her daughters, Chel-
sea Davis and Sarah Sanford; and
her adored grandchildren, Austin
Murray, Makayla Sanford, Siler

thy Wayne Potts.

In honor of Diana’s life, a
celebration of life service was
held, Tuesday, January 9, 2024,
at Highlands Baptist Church.

Online condolences can
be left at wwwbryantgrantfu-
neralhome.com. Bryant-Grant
Funeral Home & Crematory is
honored to serve the Potts fam-
ily.

THE
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!

Here,There and Everywhere ...
the Atlanta area, too!

828.200.3050

bobhenritze@gmail.com ¢ www.firewoodcompany.net
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Chambers F{cag
g’ 1=

Vacation Rentals

SILVER EAGLERE=#

Native American Jewelry
(rystul & Gem Gullery

Mountain
House
| &
The Ruffed
Grouse
Tavern

Highlands is calling

highlandermountainhouse.com

Weichert

REALTORS

4.22+/- Sloping acres on
Whiteside Mountain Rd,

-COI;I‘I;}l‘y Club Properties

“ TR I _ i ' Highlands
: s Your local hometown 19 .
= ’ Real Estate professionals. H lgh|and8 Propertles 401 N.Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741 Mountain masterpiece.
e s 1 = 450 N. 4th St. nghlands, NC 828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com Unparalleled blend
349 Main S Hiahlands. NC 3 Offices 828-526-2520 828-526-5522 gy To@NigHandsscallngcom £ sophisticati d
am m?e" ghiancs, www.CCPHighlandsNC.com www.highlandsproperties.com IMunsencomiResiymhenst ' of sophistication an
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com -nig prop : s TwirconRealonRencl comfort.

Up-close and long-range

o . ! e b views. 4 BD suites.
@ n"' f {//n et e S Qd-ﬂ"’.'-;*-"’f \ - - - T Gated entrance

Martin-Lipscomb | . MLS #: R103071.

., 4 Performing Arts Center [
BERKSHIRE | MEADOWS MOUNTAIN . (PAC) / Offered for $5.3M
HATHAWAY | REALTY ]

HOMESERVI

MOUNTAIN LUXURY
Dedicated to finding the MITZI RAUERS

home you've always wanted. Broker / Luxury Collection
Specialist
(404) 218-9123

_ mitzi@bhhsmmr.com
: Eh!

Andrea Gabbard
20 Years Experience

thiry. Blaw
] c: 828.200.6742
DARLENE CONLEY AndreaGabbard@
404.427.2448 gmail.com

Top 5% of
Brokers on MLS
in 2022 (HCBOR)

Highlands

Reehes

Hardware

Sotheby’s

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

Team RickSteve

Sotheby’s
“The Power of 2

INTERMNATIONAL REALTY

@LANDMARK

REAL ESTATE SALES & VACATION RENTALS

114 N. 4¢h Street + Highlands, NC prgiﬁﬁifgiﬁgéi‘z_fbk HIGHLANDS OFFICE | 225 MAIN STREET
Local Expertise, Global Connections. ersonalized service
P ’ P Cell: 828-787-1895

Licensed in NC and GA % \¥e are home.’ Office: 828-526-4663 PAM N E :|_|_ IS

o} office: 828.526.8300 * cell: 828.337.0706
Sheryl Wilson  sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com * highlandssir.com pamela.nellis@yahoo.com ROKER

PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORS
(404) 219-1349 » HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC




| 295 Dillard Road

#1 in the Carolinas

#1 in the Country for Independent Firms

Pat Allen
Broker in Charge

" pat@patallenrealtygroup.co

m 828.200.9179
Main Office

Highlands, NC 28741
828.526.8784

| Julie Osborn

Broker in Charge
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.6165

Wildcar CHffs Office

5121 Cashiers Road
Highlands, NC 28741

| 828.526.4525 _
Leading i,

patallenrealtygroup.com

#1 Small Team Company-wide 2022
Stronger together!

Source HCMLS &
RealTrends

Cell: 843-576-9653
Office: 828-526-4663
cole@landmarkrg.com

36 LANDMARK | -

REAL ESTATE SALES & VACATION RENTALS |8 °

HIGHLANDS OFFICE | 225 MAIN STREET Z!

® @highlandsncrealestate

COLE FUHRMAN

0 BROKER

DAVID

BOCK

| el
Deborah “Bee’” Gleeson
404.307.1415
BeeGlee4d@Gmail.com
and
Pat Gleeson
828.782.0472

PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.

SOTHEBY'S INTERNATONAL REALTY

GLOBAL PRESENCE

I

' 5167 BILLION

Every home ...

has a story.

Let us tell yours.

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE
— HIGHLANDS CASHIERS ——

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com

210 North Fifth Street,
Highlands, NC 28731

GLOBAL SA

VOLUME 2022

26,000

IATES

WORLDWIDE

1,075

OFFICES WORLDWIDE

b
31
COUNTIRES &
TERRITORI

€D

WILD THYME GOURMET

Open Year-Round « 6 days a week
343-D Main Street » 526-4035

] _‘ T Closed
Wed. and
Sun. Lunch
11a-3:30p
&
5:30-til?
www.wildthymegourmet.com

CWWOLFGANG’S
RESTALRANT & WINE BISTRC

Taste the difference, Always fresh.

Closed January

Opening Feb. 15
Bistro opens at 4p
Dinner begins at 5:30p | .

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

828-526-2338
42 Years of Fine Dining

Closed until
mid-March

www.ontheverandah.com

@ ...on the Verandah
@ Restaurant
*~"on Lake Sequoyah

Open 7 days a week

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up

526-4407

on Main Street ©




