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This past year, 2023, was
busy on the town and county lev-
el as well as somewhat turbulent
— with weather bombs, drought
conditions which initiated a water
shortage and burning ban, and a

Real-Time News,Weather & WebCams: Highlandsinfo.com

2023 - The year that was ...

county commission that appears
to have issues of its own. Hope-
fully, the new Chairman, Commis-
sioner Gary Shields, will run things
differently.

Two homes that were part

Army; Louis Guertin, Air Force; and Charles Seymour, Navy.

HC Mountain Quilters honor local Vets

By Chip Snyder
Post 370

The Mountain Valley Quil-
ters organization and Highlands
American Legion Post 370 orga-
nized a presentation of patriotic
quilts to the veteran residents of
the Eckerd Living Center. Kate
Shaw, a Highlands American Le-

gion Post member organized the
Mountain Valley Quilters presen-
tation. In addition to Kate Shaw,
three members of the Mountain
Valley Quilters also attended the
presentation at Eckerd Living
Center. They are Jean Markley,
Marsha Snyder and Anne Brandt.
The quilt presentation was a

of Highlands’ history were razed
— the Crane house and the Cleave-
land house.
And there were a few “firsts”
this year, too.
* See 2023 page 4

Veterans at Eckerd's receiving quilts from left: Sherman Runions, Air Force; John Carcano, Navy; James McLellan,

joint effort of the Mountain Val-
ley Quilters, Stephanie McMahon
Activities Director at Eckerd‘s and
Chip Snyder and Jim Grantham
Post both Post 370 members and
“Visit a Vet” program coordina-
tot’s.
Honoring veterans is a tradi-
* See QUILTERS page 9

Thurs.., Jan. 4 , 2024

*INSIDE THIS ISSUE-

Mayor on Duty ....... 2 Events.....eecerncuneen. 7
Hic’s View.................. 2 Dining..ccceceveeevccereenne 8
Then & Now ............ 5 Classifieds................. 13

Greenway Trail news

Every year, the volunteers of
the Greenway work to create new
trails and maintain the trails that
connect the Highlands community.

The volunteer workforce
completed a total of 640 hours,
participating in 23 workdays over
the past year. These volunteers are
the Greenway Heroes, and are sin-
cerely appreciated for all the work
they do.

This year The Greenway presented its prestigious Trail Worker of the Year
award to two outstanding volunteers: Mike King (for the second year in a
row) and our ever-dedicated Trail Boss, Jim Chance.

The many volunteers, do-
nors, and supporting organiza-
tions who keep the Greenway trail
system an important part of the
Highlands community.

More volunteers are wel-
comed to the team at the monthly
workdays.

If interested email high-
landsgreenway@gmail.com  to

* See GREENWAY page 9
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Highlands

Your best mountain life awaits.
Discover the wonders of the Plateau.
Learn more by visiting sothebysrealty.com/highlandssir

Sotheby’s

INTERMATIONAL REALTY

114 N, 4th Street | (828) 5268300 1371 Cullasaja Club Drive | (828) 5264104

M<CULLEY’S

The largest selection of
Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...on the hill
242 S. 4th St.* 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week

www.mcculleys.com
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« MAYOR ON DUTYe

Let’s talk about taxes

want to talk about taxes as
Iwe go toward the new year,

specifically sales tax rev-
enues. The Town of Highlands
is projected to take in about 1.6
million dollars in sales tax for
this fiscal year. We will also take
in about 3 million in property
tax that also goes to the town.
These revenues, coupled with
various fees and state grants,
make up our general operating
fund revenues.

Sales tax revenues are about
25% of the Highlands general
fund. But that isn’t the whole picture. The
current sales tax rate for Macon County is
6.75 cents per dollar for certain retail sales
transactions. Neither Highlands nor Macon
County get all that revenue. The state of
North Carolina keeps 4.75 cents of the 6.75
cents per dollar collected.

The remaining 2 cents go to individual
counties, and they allocate some of the tax
to towns within a county. Macon County
uses a formula to distribute a portion of
sales tax to the municipalities of Franklin
and Highlands. The county retains the rest.
This budget year, Macon County will real-
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ize about 12 million dollars in
sales tax revenue or 87% if the
sales tax is sent from the state.

The county could use a
per capita formula to distrib-
ute the sales tax revenue. If
that were the case, Highlands,
with only 1075 permanent res-
idents, would see a significant
reduction in sales tax revenue.
Thankfully, the county uses
ad valorem formula for sales
tax distribution, and given the
high property tax valuations
in Highlands, the town fairs
well when it comes to the 1.6 million dollars
in sales tax revenues. Highlands get about
6.53% of the sales tax the state sends to Ma-
con County. Franklin, based on the ad valor-
em formula, gets 5.7%, although they have a
population of 4,216. I might add the visitors
center receives a similar amount of room tax
revenue from the county to promote tourism
here on the plateau.

Opver the last decade, the town has seen
a steady increase in sales tax revenue. If
those increases were graphed on a chart, they
would be an ascending straight line. About
a decade ago, when I first became mayor,
that number was around 1 million dollars. T
remember back then, legislators proposed a
bill that would have returned more sales tax
revenue back to Raleigh, even more than the
current 4.75 cents. The proposed legislation
would have cost Highlands about $628,000
in lost sales tax. Almost every mayor in the
state, as well as the North Carolina League
of Municipalities, was in strong opposition
to this sales tax legislation.

The legislature found a way to work
around that municipal outcry. They did not
change the sales tax on goods already being
taxed. Instead, they passed a law taxing addi-
tional services such as auto and appliance re-
pairs. All of that new sales tax revenue went
directly to the state coffers. So, the state leg-
islature did an end-run around existing sales
tax items in order to increase the amount the
state retained. Towns, cities, and counties did
not benefit from the sales tax on these new
areas either.

Now, some folks would attribute our
sales tax tevenue to our robust tourist mar-
ket. In fact, much of tourist spending does

significantly contribute to sales tax rev-
enue. But on the other hand, permanent
residents buying local goods also contrib-
ute to the sales tax budget. It’s problematic
to try to separate the two, as both groups
make significant contributions.

It is also hard to pinpoint where the
lion’s share of sales taxes come from in the
county. The Highlands Plateau is a strong
tourist area for room tax revenue, generat-
ing about 70% of the Macon County rev-
enue. I suspect the Franklin area, with a
large part of the county’s population, gen-
erates a sizable amount of Macon County
sales tax, while the Highlands Plateau gen-
erates almost half of the ad valorem tax
for the county.

The good news is that the area economy
is strong, and sales tax revenue reflects that
strength. During times of recession, spending
drops, and so does sales tax revenues.

I would like to see the sales tax in Ma-
con County increase from 6.75 to 7 cents.
Surrounding counties have already voted
for that option and increased sales tax to 7
cents. Revenues from that quarter-of-a-cent
increase would stay in Macon County to help
fund important educational initiatives. In
2022, Macon County voters narrowly rejected
a referendum to increase the sales tax by that
0.25 cent. That revenue would have generated
about two million dollars a year. Maybe it is
time to reconsider this option and put it back
on the ballot in 2024.

eHic’'s ViEwe

“Ralph Lauren; comes in black, brown
gray and white. Let's hit the after
Christmas sales!

HIGHLANDER

ROOFING SERVICES

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt * Cedar » Metal * Synthetic Materials

Showroom: 1511 Highlands Rd * Franklin ¢ O: 828-524-7773
info@highlandernc.com * www.highlandernc.com
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ecials Through March

Sp

AT HALF-MILE FARM & OLD EDWARDS INN | JANUARY THROUGH MARCH 2024
8| m = . 2

Half-Mile Farm Acorns Madison’s Restaurant Fitness Center Old Edwards Inn
Stay at Half-Mile Farm 25% off entire Enjoy a complimentary glass of Attend any of our Stay at Old Edwards
from $165 per night purchase, some sparkling wine when reserving a dinner fitness or yoga classes Inn from $195 per night
through March. exclusions apply. table at Madison’s Restaurant. for $25 per class. through March.

Local ID is required from Clay, Graham, Haywood, Cherokee, Macon, Jackson, Swain, Transylvania, and Rabun counties from each person receiving the discount.

*Some restrictions apply. Not to be combined with any other discounts or specials. Taxes and gratuity not included. Sundays - Thursdays.
January through March 2024. Excludes holidays.
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The Coolest Golf Course
in Georgia

?Val Icy

COUINTRY CLL

¢ Incredible Views
e Par 72 Championship Course
stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
* Open Daily, ® Year-Round e Public Golf
2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta ¢ 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC

For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals,
please call 706-746-5302
www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

Read Highlands Newspaper for free from everywhere ...
on the street or on the web.
Go to www.highlandsinfo.com.
Click on Local News.
Delivered and uploaded every Thurs.AM

$550,000 | MLS 103057 | 3 BED | 2 BATH

R UL

LANDMARK

REAL ESTATE SALES & VACATION RENTALS

Office: 828-526-4663

Cell: 828-787-1895

pamela.nellis@yahoo.com
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Sub-zero temperatures froze everything in sight.

For the first time in Macon County
history thete is an all-Republican county
commission, and for the first time a County
Manager was asked to resign by a seated
commissioner - that being John Sheatl.

For the first time Highlands has five,
full-time, paid firefighters (not including
the chief and assistant chief) and a new fire
house to lodge them in, and there was much
more.

January

o Firefighters battle blazes & subzero
temps. Highlands and Cashiers fire de-
partments responded to a myriad of calls
throughout the Christmas holiday but freez-
ing temperatures at -6 degrees made bat-
tling two structure fires especially difficult.

e Freezing temps, busted pipes reduce
town’s water supply. Highlands water supply
took a dip after freezing temperatures over
the Christmas holiday burst pipes through-
out the area. The reduction to the town’s
reservoir was enough for Highlands Mayor
Pat Taylor to post an emergency message
on Dec. 27 asking the community to check
on unoccupied homes and report signs of
leakage to Town Hall

e Man arrested for attempted robbery
at Wells Fargo Bank. On December 13, the
Jackson County Sheriff’s Office responded
to an attempted bank robbery at Wells Far-
go Bank on 107 south in Cashiers, N.C. At
11:18 a.m., a masked Hispanic male, who
spoke broken English, initiated an attempt-
ed bank robbery After he gave the teller a
bag he said, “Put the money in the bag” In-
stead, the bank teller activated the burglar
alarm at which point the man fled on foot
without any money.

e STRs make 2022 a year of conten-
tion. Short-term rentals and election candi-
dates dominated the news in 2022. Thank-

...2023 continued from page 1
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- Photo by Brian O’Shea

fully, with STR stop gaps put in place to
stop the proliferation of STRs, and soft-
ware identifying owners using Airbnb and
VRBO, the rancor that permeated the town
has settled down.

e NCDOJ will not charge former
Congressman with voter fraud. The North
Carolina Department of Justice announced
in December that there is not sufficient evi-
dence to bring charges against former Dis-
trict 11 Congressman Mark Meadows or
his wife Debra Meadows for alleged voter
fraud involving the 2020 election.

o Illegal drugs found during routine
traffic checkpoint. On the afternoon of
Tuesday, Jan. 10, K9 officers from High-
lands were used to sniff multiple vehicles
on Chestnut Street. Consequently, the op-
eration yielded the seizure of methamphet-
amines and drug paraphernalia.

o Appraised property values skyrocket
Highlands Township and Highlands City
represent half of the county’s total taxable
property value.

¢ Highlands Fire & Rescue is in its new
home on Main Street across from the post
office. HFR Chief Ryan Gearhart said they
began operations in the new building on
Jan. 6 after the trucks, equipment, and gear
were transferred from the old location on
Oak Street.

e The proposed ABC Store facade will
be reminiscent of the old fire station. ABC
Store representatives, Manager Kevin Vin-
son and President of the board Steve Me-
hder, returned to the Town Board in Janu-
ary to present a rendition of the proposed
ABC Store in the old fire department build-
ing,

¢ e EV charging stations move one step
closer. With construction specifics in hand,
* See 2023 page 9
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My Year in Rewew

his year I decided
to send my DNA
to ancestry.com and

found that the Mormons in
Salt Lake City concluded that
“the Readys” are all “upper
Paleolithic hunter gathers.”
I wasn’t Ready for that. But
not my neighbor Mark. He’s
more a big molar Denisovan
hors d’oeuvres/cabernet
wine gatherer although he
does have a bad back from
standing up straight most of
the time.

My own Neanderthal ancestors ar-
rived in Texas after migrating from Eurasia
and, after careful sexual selection and in-
teraction with Homo Sapiens, learned how
to work with tools, field-strip AR-15s, and
chisel hieroglyphs into a Second Amend-
ment. We then annexed the United States,
killed all the Indians, died at the Alamo
defending slavery, and invented a fictional
past in Lonesome Dove.

Did I mention that this year I made
a killing in cryptocurrencies? I used all my
money derived from investments in Eliza-
beth Holmes’ company, Bloodsuckers, Inc.,
along with my royalties as a worst selling
author. I thought Sam Bankman-Fried had
the right combination of chutzpah, fake
credentials, made-up specialist vocabulary
(cloud money, fictional mines, blockchains),
and cloud-cuckoo-land visionary statement
issued from somewhere in the Caribbean.
Or Silicon Valley. Or Florida.

I just don’t trust cash anymore. Or
wtite checks. No one should. After watch-
ing The Sopranos and Better Call Saul, I'm
convinced their main use seems to be for
tax evasion, criminal activities, and for little
ol’ ladies like my late Aunt Frenchy who
still have coin purses and write in cursive.
Who writes checks for groceries anymore?
Or in cursive? That’s no way to get cash
points so you can spend more and go fur-
ther into debt.

Let me also tell you what I haven’t

Milton Ready

4 done this year. Kept up with
@l the Kardashians. Or that
twit, Elon Musk. Tried to
get a ticket to a Taylor Swift
concert. Puzzled over Tuck-
er Carlson’s latest hairdo but
his documentary on men’s
declining sperm count upset
me. Or wondered if Con-
gress will ever pass another
budget or find Hunter Biden
guilty of something. Also,
shouldnt Good Morning
America really air after lunch
as a soap opera Now?

I did go on an itty-bitty cruise around
Chesapeake Bay. Billed as “the crab cruise,”
it instead had more pork, beef, mashed po-
tatoes, and corn on the cob than a south-
ern Sunday social. No crab whether blue or
otherwise, no oysters, no fish, no lobster,
nothing as I went along a Bay crawling with
crabs and teeming with fish, all the while
sputtering from one dying fishing village
to anothert, all filled with local “watermen,”
half-sunken fishing boats, and discarded
crab traps.

On one excursion I took a rusty WWI
picket boat to Tangier Island, an oasis of
Trumpism (97% voted for him and 3%
for Ron Paul ... yes, really ) sinking slowly
into the Bay, all convinced that the British
or Russians still want to take nearby Ft.
McHenry. They didn’t have any crabs ei-
ther.

Overall, it’s been a very, very good
year. Except for breaking news. And that
crab cruise. To celebrate its ending and new
beginnings, I'm going to a party at Mark
the Denovisan’s super-nice cave where we
will engage in our annual village rituals,
namely stomp dances with drums, howling
at the moon, grinding our manly loins into
the soft earth, and eating lots of post-Neo-
lithic hors d-oeuvres and Robert Parker ap-
proved wines. Life couldn’t be any better.
And hopefully for you as well.

Happy New Year everyone.
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State representatives come through
for Highlands

HONTH CaR 1n,
18 ST I e CUEAL ASSEMILY

HALEIGH. e ald

_TIAL it |J;lm~i€- 5[ bog ol |
1me!ﬂ"|_w_hw——— . L

|4.'| TGty _
e __.‘_
dl‘\‘ib
— ::,”P s
o i
a.'n,-.'\.-.:"'__ P rade
T8 T 2 ey i_"ik‘.-t.'-n,a.,- o5 =i

N.C. Senator Kevin Corbin and House Rep. Karl Gillespie presented the Town of Highlands with
two $5M checks on Monday to fund a water improvement project and the dredging of Mirror
Lake. Pictured from left are Sen. Kevin Corbin, Commissioner Jeff Weller, Town Manager Josh
Ward, Mayor Pat Taylor, Commissioner Amy Patterson, and Rep Karl Gillespie.

Photo by Brian O’Shea, Plateau Daily News

MU know, both Iegally and fmanaally,

what would happen to you, your loved ones
and cherished possessions if something
unexpected were to happen to you?

If you're not sure, or it has

been more than three years

since you have reviewed your

existing estate plan, schedule
TAam | il J i o .

a compli mentary consultation

Serving
Narth Carolina
and Georgia
residents.
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COREY JAMES GALLERY ‘Community Coat

& Estate Consignments Drive’ is underway
all over town

There are 12 locations to drop off
coats, gloves and warm winter wear: 1st
Presbyterian Church, the United Meth-
odist Church , 1st Baptist Church, Our
Lady of the Mountains Catholic Church,
the Episcopal Church of the Incarnation,
First Bank, the Highlands Civic Center,
the Performing Arts Center, Don Leon’s
restaurant, Community Bible Church, and
Dauntless Printers.

Winter wear can be dropped off Mon-
day-Friday, 8a to 2p and Saturdays 9a to 1p.

Please donate work coats and coats
that are new or gently worn.

Bronze sculpture ¢ Paintings
Vintage & Antique Collectables &
Furniture + Costume Jewelry
and much more

= m__ — %
(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

Lunch
Tue$. - sato
1a to 3p

I’'m baaaaaack again!
With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!
Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a fresh Gyro!

Salads e Pitas ¢ Burgers ¢ Philly Cheese Steak e Shrimp Pita ® Susan’s Rueben
|italian Sausage e Chicken Wings e Appalachian Fries ® Onion Rings e Fried Shrimp
Fish n’ Chips e Chicken Fingers and more!

Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! e 828-482-1513
462 Dillard Road, Highlands (across from Dusty’s)

m|gT']-|_a nds S Otheby’S

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Nominated for ‘America’s Best’

Top 5% of Brokers in 2022* HCMLS
Andrea Gabbard

c: 828.200.6742
AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

20 years experience
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The Laurel Garden Club opens
grant cycle for 2024 - ends Jan. 31

Laurel Garden Club of Highlands is
accepting applications from community or-
ganizations for 2024 grants. To further the
purposes of the Laurel Garden Club, grants
are awarded to protect and conserve our
natural resources and to enhance the beauty
of our town and its native mountain land-
scapes.

In recent years grants have been award-
ed to environmental preservation organi-
zations including the Highlands Biological
Station, the Coalition for Non-native In-
vasive Plant Management (CNIPM), the
Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust, and The
Mountain.

To promote community beautifica-
tion through landscaping with native plants,
grants have also been awarded to local non-
profit organizations including The Bascom,
Highlands Historical Society, Hudson Li-

brary, Highlands Performing Arts Center,
Peggy Crosby Center and the Boys and
Gitls Club of the Plateau.

Laurel Garden Club is a non-profit
educational organization. In keeping with
its purposes, the Club periodically engages
in fundraising activities such as a luncheon,
cookbook sales, kitchen tours, and other
ticketed events. The proceeds from such
events are donated as grants to recipient or-
ganizations. Since 2002, the Laurel Garden
Club has given a grand total of more than
$216,389 through grants to community or-
ganizations.

The deadline for grant applications is
January 31, 2024. To apply for a grant, visit
wwwlaurelgardenclubhighlands.com  and
use the search bar to download Guidelines
for Grants and the Laurel Garden Club
Grant Request.

Annual Christmas Bird Count hits 1,291

The Highlands Plateau Audubon So-
ciety held its annual Christmas Bird Count
on December 15. This was the 25th year
of the count and part of the 124th anni-
versary of the count nationwide.

There were 26 participants divided
into five teams who searched for birds
beginning a 7:30 a.m. and ending around
noon.

The areas covered were within a 7.5-
mile radius around Highlands.

Everyone gathered at the Hudson Li-
brary for a warm chili lunch to report and

share stories about their experience.

Birds counted totaled 1,291 with 54
different species identified.

Several unusual birds, not commonly
seen around Highlands in winter, were a
Bald Eagle, American Kestrel, Northern
Mockingbird, Palm Warbler, Pine Warbler
and a Rusty Blackbird.

More information about the count
may be found on their web site http://
www.highlandsaudubonsociety.org. or
by contacting Brock Hutchins at brock-
hutchins@bellsouth.net.

Photos by Peter Hall on the day of the count
of a male Belted Kingfisher and a female
Hooded Merganser.



NEW POOL SCHEDULE

* Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri., 6.-9:45a,
and Sat,10a-11p - 6 lanes. Water
Aerobics: 18 yrs plus, Mon.-Fri. 10
-1lam with Karen Chambers. Adult
Swim: 18 years old+, Mon.-Thurs
[ 1a-1:30p; Public Swim Mon. thru
Thurs. 3:30-7p; Sat. | la-6p and Sun.
[-6p. For info, call 828-526-1595.

ICE RINK SCHEDULE

* Thursdays 3:30-8p; Fridays
3:30-10p and Saturday’s |-10p; Sun-
days |-5p. Also, Sun., Dec. 24, |-5p;
Tues. Dec. 26, Wed., Dec. 27, Mon.
Jan. 1,Wed, Jan 3 -- |-8p..

Mon.-Fri.

* Nantahala Tennis plays at the
Highlands Rec Park 9a-1p.

Mon-Wed, Fri-Sun

* Aerobics with Tina Rogers
8-9am at the Rec Park.

* Heart Healthy Exercise Class
at the Rec Park 8:30-9:30am. The
cost for the class is $25 a month.The
class is led by Cathy Hodgson. Con-
tact the Recreation Department at
828-526-3556 for more information.

* Alcoholics Anonymous: “Open
Meetings” are for anyone who thinks
they may have a drinking problem
or for anyone interested in the A.A.
program of recovery. Highlands
Mountain View Group holds open
meetings in Highlands at the First
Presbyterian Church, 471 Main St,
on Monday at 5:30 PM and Wednes-
day and Friday at noon.The Cashiers
Valley Groupholds open meetings at
the Albert Carlton Cashiers Com-
munity Library Monday at 8:30 AM,
Tuesday at 7 PM, Friday and Sunday
at 5 PM, and Saturday at 9 AM. For
more information, please visit www.
aawnc80.org or to speak with a
member of AA 24/7 at 828-349-4357

Second Mondays

* The local chapter of PEO, an
off-campus sorority founded in the
1800s that provides grants and loans
to women with financial need who
want to return to school or further
their education meets at [0 am.
More meeting places call president
Paula McDonald at 706-372-3004

* Indivisible Highlands from
5:15-6:15pm at the Hudson Library
Meeting Room.

2nd Tuesdays

* Highlands Writers Group meets
on alternate Tuesday afternoons at
3pm. Writers still uncomfortable with
in-person gatherings may participate
via Zoom meetings For more informa-
tion contact Bud Katz at either 828-
526-3190 or at budandlynn@me.com

Tuesdays

* Strength Training at the Rec Park
8:15-9:15 am.Aim for strong, lean mus-
cles using light weights, body weight,
and high repetition to shape and tone.
Learn proper form and range of mo-
tion to safely target all muscle groups
for a metabolic boost and feel great.

* At Hudson Library, Nature Kids
on selected Tuesday mornings, For
more info call the Hudson Library at
828-526-3031

* At Wayfarers Chapel, Workshop
for Writers — Tuesdays from 5-6:30
PM. Facilitated by Sam Renken, this
group has a simple mission: to foster
and provide consistent community for
local writers thereby giving writers of
all ages and genres the opportunity to
write, read, revise, and present their
work to the group.

* ESL classes are held at the Presby-
terian Church in Highlands from 5:30-
6:30pm. No registration required — just
show up and participate. Questions?
call 828-526 — 0863 or email inffo@ma-
conncliteracy.org

Wednesdays

* Hudson Library, in partnership
with VAYA Health, is hosting an edu-
cational series on adult mental health
topics, held on the first VWednesday of
each month at || AM. This series is
aimed particularly at older adults and
will focus on mental health topics of
particular interest to them, but all ages
are welcome to attend. The November
| program is Dementia: A Deeper Un-
derstanding. Reservations are required
for this free event.To register, stop by
the library or call 828-526-3031.

Wed. thru Nov. 22

* The Bascom: A Center for the Vi-
sual Arts Invites You to “Wine Wednes-
days” — A New Holiday Tradition. The
Bascom:A Center for the Visual Arts is
delighted to introduce “Wine Wednes-
days,” This festive holiday offering will
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IGHL ANDS AREA EVENTS ®

occur each Wednesday leading up to
Thanksgiving, from 3:30 to 5 pm.“Wine
Wednesdays” offer a unique opportu-
nity for visitors to explore The Shop
and Studio Barn, all while enjoying a
glass of wine and browsing the work of
local and regional artists.

| st Wednesdays

* Hudson Library, in partnership
with VAYA Health, is hosting an edu-
cational series on adult mental health
topics, held on the first Wednesday of
each month at || AM. This series is
aimed particularly at older adults and
will focus on mental health topics of
particular interest to them, but all ages
are welcome to attend.

2nd & 4th Wed.

Digital Navigators will be at the
Hudson Library at |PM - 3PM of each
month through Thanksgiving to help
patrons with their tech needs. Bring a
smartphone, laptop, or other digital de-
vice to receive free assistance and sup-
port. No appointments are required -
all are welcome.

Wednesdays

* Hudson Library, in partnership
with VAYA Health, is hosting an edu-
cational series on adult mental health
topics, held on the first Wednesday
of each month at | |AM.This series is
aimed particularly at older adults and
will focus on mental health topics of
particular interest to them, but all ages
are welcome to attend.

Mon-Fri

* Water Aerobics at the Rec Pool.
18 years plus [0-11am. Contact the
Recreation Department at 828-526-
3556 for more information.

* Pickle Ball inside and outside at
the Rec Park. 10am-Ipm, everyone
is welcome so come out and enjoy a
game of Pickle Ball.

Mon.,Tues., Thurs.

* The Food Pantry behind the
Methodist Church on Spring Street is
open from |0a-6p.

* Exercise Class with Michelle Lane
at the Rec Park at 5:30. A combination
class with different types of exercise.
Contact the Recreation Department at
828-526-3556 for more information

Thursdays

* Kickboxing 8:15-9:15 am. at the

Rec Park.An exhilarating and fun mix
of martial arts for a calorie-burning
workout. Learn the proper form and
technique to execute jabs, hooks, up-
percuts, and front and side round-
house kicks in a non-contact setting.
No martial arts background necessary
Contact the Recreation Department
at 828-526-3556 for more info.

* At Hudson Library, Family Sto-
rytime continues throughout the year
on Thursday mornings at 10:40 AM.

* At Hudson Library, Kids Zone at
3:30 pm with a wide variety of STEAM,
nature, and craft activities. For more
information about any of these sum-
mer activities, contact Hudson Library
at 828-526-3031.

2nd Saturdays

* The Western North Carolina
Woodturners Club meets in High-
lands at The Bascom at |0 a.m. thru
Nov.

3rd Saturdays

* The American Legion Post 370
meets at the First Methodist Church
at 315 Main St. in their community
room/909 chapel. We serve breakfast
at 9 AM and hold our monthly meet-
ing at 10 AM.We invite ALL veterans
to attend - email ncpost370@gmail.
com for more information or just join
us at 9 AM on the 3rd Saturday of the
month.

Sundays

* At Wayfarers Chapel, Sunday
Service: 10 AM Sunday Morning. Stick
around for visitation and coffee hour
immediately after service. (Coffee
hour is replaced by potluck dinner the
I'st Sunday of each month).

Through March 3

* |ce Skating in the Park is opening
soon. Thursdays 3:30-8p; Fridays 3:30-
10p; Saturdays |-10p; Sundays |-5p. $5
with or without skates.

Fri.,Jan. 19

* Senior Lunch at noon in the
Meeting Room in the Highlands Civic
Center at the Rec Park.

Sat.-Sun.,May | 1-12

* The 4th annual Bear Shadow will
be held again at Winfield Farm in Scaly
Mountain. Visit https://bearshadownc.
com/ for information about how to
purchase tickets.
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IGHLANDS DINING ®

[WOLFGANG'S

RESTALIRANT & WINE BISTRO

American Cuisine with a
Creole Twist and German Flair
Open December 26, 27, 28, 30
Bistro 4pm | Dining Room 5:30pm
Open New Year’s Eve December 31
Dining Room 5:30pm | Bistro Closed
Closed January | Reopening February 15

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807
wolfgangs.net

otsla gftouse

Japanese ¢ Asian® Thai Cuisine

Take-out &
Dine-in
(Reservations only)

Open noon-9p
Closed Wednesdays
828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p ¢ Sun. 11a to 7p
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

Highlands Oldest Family Grocery
70 years of making hungry people smile!
Wonderful Steaks cut—to— order
Prepared ready to heat sides and dinners
Fresh produce, specialty foods and wine, homemade deli
salads, sandwiches and salads homemade pies, cakes,
cookies and so much more!

OPEN
Wed. —Fri.— 9a—5:30p
Sat.: 9a—5p
493 Dillard Road 828-526-2762

828-526-4035

WII_D THYME GOURMET

B T A UR A M T

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round

Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. * Highlands

% Open
7 days/6 nights
Closed Wed. night

Lunch: 11a-3:30p
Dinner:
5:30p - until

Modern Fast Food &
Vi Courtyard Market

Th Secrﬁ’cCaYen‘a

Mon -Fri. - m:30a to 5]0
Sat noon to 5p.

The Secret Garden isin'The Village Square
behind K-H Founders Park.
Hot & cold sandwiches, a variety of salads, bakery items, and
SECRET daily specials. Freshly made & ready for pick up.
208 N. 5th St. » Village Square » (828) 305-7509

...on the Verandah
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
41 Years of Fine Dining
Open
Fri. & Sat.
5:30-9p

828-526-2338

US 64w * Highlands
www.ontheverandah.com

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Htghlander Mountain House

Wine Wednesday
1/2 off select bottles of wine
with purchase of an entree
Sundays
Bluegrass Brunch the Ruffed
Grouse Tavern. Music from
10:30a - Ip.
Thursdays
Blues & Brews Special —
$20 burger and select beer
special, paired with live blues
music.
Locals receive 20% off
all menu items

290 Main Street * Highlands * 828-526-2590
highlandermountainhouse.com
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moving forward with EV charg-
ing stations in town is now in the
Chamber of Commerce’s court.

February

e Scaly bridge construction
to take 2 years No detours neces-
sary for replacing bridge on N.C.
106. An 84-year-old bridge on
N.C. 106 in Macon County is the
process of being replaced with
a modern structure that will fa-
cilitate travel for North Carolina
residents and visitors.

e Highlands Attorney re-
signs. James Kent Coward, Jr. of
the law firm of Coward, Hicks
and Siler who has served as the
Highlands Town Attorney for the
past nine years submitted his res-
ignation as of Thursday, January
26, 2023.

e Annual Awards HF&R
ceremony celebrates a year of
service. 40-year veteran of the
Highlands Fire & Rescue Dept.
Gary Ammons was named Fire-
man of the Year.

e Area firefighters pull to-
gether to battle house fire in Sa-
gee Woods. Eight area fire depart-
ments responded to a house fire
on Saturday afternoon on the 200
block of Sagee Woods Drive that
took days to fully extinguish.

e Chinese spy balloon causes
stir near and far Public shares
frustration over book displays at
library Congressman Edwards
(11th), Senator Corbin (50th), and
Representative Gillespie (120th)
weigh in.

The new full-time firefighters were pinned at the October Town Board meeting.

e DPublic shares frustration
over book displays at library. It was
standing room only for the Macon
County Public Library February
meeting as residents signed up to
speak during public comment peri-
od to express their frustration with
LGTBQ book displays that they
claim promote the sexualization of
children.

e “Pennies for Preservation”
campaign in St. Simon’s, GA -
which was relayed by Mayor Pat
Taylor in his Feb. 2 “Mayor on
Duty” column - is teplicated in
some form here in Highlands, it
will be on the heels of two orga-
nizations who have been running
with this grassroots idea for a long
time.

e Town and Huff et al enter
into ‘Stay” Following the Special
Called Closed Session meeting last
Thursday afternoon, Mayor Pat
Taylor announced that the High-
lands Town Board of Commis-
sioners authorized its attorney
Robert E. Hagemann to proceed
with entering into a Stay Order for
six months concerning the Huff et
al v. Town of Highlands lawsuit.

o Deteriorated sewer pipes
cause break along US 64w. On the
afternoon of Wednesday, Feb. 8§,
a breach of a main sewer line oc-
curted on the Franklin Road (US
64 west) near Mirror Lake Road.

o Calls for county to withdraw
from Fontana Regional Library
System are put to rest. What start-
ed as grievances over the library’s

books display in June 2021 for
Pride Month featuring LGT-
BQ books and tesources, has
morphed into a broader discon-
tent with library operations and
book selections.

e Controlled burn takes
down Crane house. The old
Crane family home across from
The Bascom at 65 Oak Street has
been a part of Highlands history
since the early 1900s, but on Sat-
urday that remnant of the past
was burned to make room for a
new residential development.

March

e MC Commission nixed
contract for Highlands Pre-K
project.

o Community connector
trail plan is unveiled. The public
had a chance to view the pro-
posed plans for the Blue Ridge
Community Connector (BRCC)
on Tuesday during a presentation
at the Highlands Rec Center by
the project’s planning firm, Des-
tination by Design.

e HS students learn while
jamming out on drums. Elemen-
tary and Middle School students
at Highlands School learned
about West African culture when
they were paid a visit by Music
Educator Fonziba Koster, a
teacher and performer of jembe
hand drums.

¢ 9 1/2 hour power outage
affects Highlands and Cashiers.
With the impending storm ap-

* See 2023 page 10
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..GREENWAY continued from page 1

be included in its [
monthly workday [%=
email notices.

In addition to
the new signage,
2 New more user-
friendly map has
been developed.
This map is dis-
played at the new
hub at K-H Park
and is available as
a paper copy at the
Highlands ~ Visi-
tors Center and
the Rec Patk. Or
use the QR code
on each of the
new signs to pull
up the map on a
phone.

Exciting
plans for the fu-

ture, include an
ambitious  proj-
ect to connect
the communities
of  Highlands,
Cashiers and
Clayton by way
of a long-range
trekking trail.
Stay tuned for
more  updates
soon!

The High-
lands Plateau
Greenway is a
501 (©)(3) orga-
nization. Please
Donate  Today!
Donations  can
be sent to PO
Box 2608, High-
lands, NC 28741

..QUILTERS continued from page 1

tion that dates back to the Civil
War era. It’s a unique way of ex-
pressing gratitude to those who
have served. The women on both
sides of the conflict worked to
provide comfort and support to
soldiers. They would sew quilts
and present them to soldiers as a
symbol of gratitude with the ad-
ditional benefit of keeping the
soldiers warm during the harsh
winters.

In the years that followed,
the practice of giving quilts to
veterans gained popularity. Quilts
became a way to acknowledge the
bravery of those who served their
country. Quilting groups and or-
ganizations dedicated themselves
to creating intricate and patriotic
quilts for veterans.

One  organization  that
emerged in the 21st century is
the Quilts of Valor Foundation.
Founded by Catherine Roberts in
2003, this non-profit organization
aims to cover veterans and service
members with comforting quilts.
The Highlands Mountain Valley
Quilters is a local group dedicated
to the same goals of honoring
veterans and they have presented
many quilts to veterans exptess-

ing gratitude for their service and
sacrifice. Shaw says it is a labor of
love for her group to craft these
beautiful quilts to present to the
veterans at the Eckerd living cen-
ter and Chestnut Hill.

The quilts themselves are
meticulously crafted with great
care and attention to detail. They
feature patriotic designs, symbols,
and colors, reflecting the pride
and honor associated with mili-
tary service. Each quilt is a unique
piece of art, stitched together
with love and respect.

The act of gifting a quilt to a
veteran not only provides physical
comfort but also serves as a pow-
erful reminder that their service is
appreciated and valued. It is a tan-
gible expression of gratitude, ac-
knowledging the sacrifices made
by veterans and their families. The
history of honoring veterans with
quilts is a testament to the endur-
ing gratitude and respect for those
who have served their country.
These beautiful and meaningful
quilts serve as a symbol of ap-
preciation, providing warmth,
comfort, and a reminder that their
service will never be forgotten.
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...2023 continued from page 9

™

Community rallies to find Anna the runaway Corgi.

proaching from the west, Macon County Schools were
dismissed eatly — 12:30p for Franklin schools and 1p for
Highlands.

o Ultimately, the fate of HS soccer field is up to the
MC Boatd of Commissioners.

e New STR act - SB290 shores up NC’s Vacation
Rental Act.

e MC Commissioners again consider ending agree-
ment with Fontana Library System.

e MC residents urge commissioners to reconsider
canceling HS Pre-K Expansion project. When the Macon
County Board of Commissioners voted to cancel an active
contract for the design concepts for renovations at High-
lands School that had already been fully budgeted for and
funding allocated, they did not just halt plans for two new
pre-K classrooms. Their vote also cancelled the designs for
the needed expansion.

o H-C Hospital celebrates 30th anniversary.

o Citizens rail about tax appraisals. Citizens of Macon
County stacked the public comment period of the Macon
County Board of Commissioners last week to voice their
anger surrounding the recent reappraisal process.

e MC joins school districts across NC in opposition
of House Bill 219. In a resolution unanimously approved
Monday night, the Macon County Board of Education
joined public school districts from across North Caroli-
na in opposing legislation that would very likely result in
a negative financial impact to Macon County, leading to
staffing shortfalls and barriers for academic options for
students.

o Highlands Cashiers Health Foundation funds full-
time nurse for Highlands School.

o NC becomes 40th state to expand Medicaid under
ACANC becomes 40th state to expand Medicaid under
ACA.

April

¢ Drainage issue could soon be resolved for Highlands
soccer field. Macon County Schools facility Director Todd
Gibbs said that a local geologist inspected the Highlands
soccer field and believes that addressing “muck” build up
in the drainage system beneath the field would return the
field to a playable.

e MC BOC ratifies motion to approve purchase of
$1.3 million Higdon property in Franklin.

o MC BOC says they will stay in Fontana Library Sys-

tem, with conditions.
e See 2023 page 11

Proverbs 3:5

e P acEs 1O WORSHIP ®

John 3:16

BLUEVALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315
Sundays: School:10 a.m.,Worship:| |
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 + Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| |
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev.Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30
CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA * 706-746-2999
Sundays: 10 a.m.Worship; Holy Communion Ist & 3rd Sundays
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
Rev’d Dr. Michael Matlock, Rector
464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717
CAC@christanglicancashers.org & 828-743-1701
Sundays: 9:30 am Adult Christian Formation;

10:30 am Holy Eucharist Worship
Wednesdays: 6 pm Bible Study, Prayer;, Potluck
Thursdays: 10 am Healing Eucharist
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf * 743-5470
www.cashiers.church
Sun.10:45am. S.S 9:30am.Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals |0am.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:| la.m.

I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com ¢ 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC  Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins
Sundays: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am
Wednesdays: Youth 5:30-7pm;Women'’s Bible Study: Mondays
4:30pm, Tuesdays 10am; Men’s Bible Study:VWednesdays &
Thursdays 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144 + 696 Sky Valley Way #447
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas
Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev.WV. Bentley Manning, Rector * 526-2968
5th and Main streets * www.incarnationwnc.org
Sunday: Rite |, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite Il with Choir 10:30

am in Sanctuary,Ved: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, Morn-

ing Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 « www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor ¢ 220 Main Street, Highlands
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am;Women'’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Emily Wilmarth, pastor
828-526-3175 « fpchighlands.org
Sun.:Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.;Worship || a.m.
Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m.Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:I | am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays |0am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. ¢ Glenville. NC ¢ 743-2729 « Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a.Worship | 1a & 7p. Bible Study 6p
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.;Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 « 165 S. Sixth Street
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays:Worship:| |
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson ¢ 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily
sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a.VWWednesday Worship is 6:30p
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor & Rev. Christine Murphy
526-3376
In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
909a Bluegrass and | |a Traditional
www.highlandsmethodist.or
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
2152 Dillard Road * 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdorf
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship: | I. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin « 828-634-1312 « mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: Ist /Fri.and 3rd Sat.
and Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur.
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583 * Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107)
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;Youth Group 6 p.m.
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone — 526-2418
Tues. - 9:30am; Thurs. - 9:30am; Sun. - | lam
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship —I | am.& 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates * 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev.Andy Cloer
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:1 | a.m.
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m.
ST.JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass:Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon;

Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: » 743-2359 * Rev. Rob Wood
Sunday Services: 82.9:30 & | la
Visit our website www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com for
schedules of activities.

Our Bazaar Barn supports outreach in the community.
Open Thurs., Fri. Sat. 10a -2p.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin ¢ uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - | | a.m.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:I | am
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e Nearly 70% of property
revaluation appeals result in
changes for Highlands.

e MC Commissioner Shearl
defends county’s stance on can-
celling HS project at Town Board
meeting,

e Citizens urge BOE and
BOC to get Highlands Project
done.

e Hotwire foothold is es-
tablished and secure. Sharper,
faster, smarter fiber optics was
the theme at Thursday’s Town
Board meeting where representa-
tives from Hotwire outlined and
updated commissioners about its
progtess in Highlands.

May

o Citizens drill Shearl over
HS Project. The meeting with
John Shearl, Macon County
Commissioner for the High-
lands district, at the Rec Park last
Thursday evening did what no
one in the country has thus far
been able to do — unite citizens
under one banner — “The chil-
dren come first.”

e HS Salutatorian and HS
Valedictorian announced. Val Ri-
ley Conner plans to attend UNC
Chapel Hill. Salutatorian ILuke
Hartman plans on attending Vit-
ginia Tech.

e Nathan Keener and Bella
Wilson, were named King and
Queen of the HS 2023 Prom
which was held at OEI’s The
Farm, Friday, April 28.

e MC Commissioner Sheatl
disappoints citizens concerning
stance on HS Pre-K and expan-
sion but asks for patience.

e Town tax to decrease,
school scholarships increase.

o Mental Health begins with
Kindness: ‘Bee Kind’ campaign
begins.

e The facts, not misinforma-
tion, about Highlands Renova-
tion/Pre-K Project.

e Lynch to follow in Bald-
win’s footsteps Dr. Chris Bald-
win Superintendent of MC
Schools to retire Sept. 1.

e Proposed MC budget eat-
marks $800,000 for HS soccer
field; nothing for HS Project.
Taxes to drop to 27 cents per
$100 valuation.

June

e On Thurs., May 25, High-
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lands Police officers searched
a residence in town on Main
Street and found approximately
70 grams of methamphetamine,
along with equipment, cash, fire-
arms and supplies to package the
drugs for sale.

e The Literacy & Learning
Center to offer Pre-K program.

e Dogwood Health Trust
helps fund Jackson County Public
Schools pre-school program.

e Highlands FY 23-24 bud-
get decreases. Last year the de-
crease was about a million dollars
between the May and June figure,
and this year it was closer to $3.3
million.

e Highlands School Princi-
pal Brian Jetter and kindergarten
Teacher Assistant say good-bye to
Highlands School.

e The amazing recovery of
Barrett McKim. Coming up on
our one-year anniversary of Bar-
rett’s horrific science experiment
accident, we have numerous things
to be grateful for.

e The county’s first all Repub-
lican BOC adopts largest budget
increase in history.

July

e HF&R joins the ranks of
other area depts. with full-time
firefighters. Highlands Fire & Res-
cue began staffing two of six, full-
time, firefighters on 24/7 at the
new station on June 29.

e Gas explosion closes 3 busi-
nesses. A gas explosion that alleg-
edly started in the kitchen of Mid-
point Restaurant sent shockwaves

4 2
Area firefighters pull together to battle house fire in Sagee Woods.

{ \i:‘ b -
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- Photo by Brian O’Shea
through neighboring buildings
Friday, June 30 at 11 am.,, has
caused three businesses to close
until further notice.

o Sheriff presents deputies
with life-saving award for “calm
and quick” response. Highlands
native Daniel Long was one of
two Macon County Sheriff depu-
ties credited with saving a man’s
life on June 23 when he was the
first on scene to an emergency
call due to an explosion.

e Short-term rental bill NC
Senate Bill 667 is pending,

e Local UPS workers pre-
pate to strike.

e Sarah Holbrooks named
principal of Highlands School.

e Where are you Anna? She
had recently given birth to her
third litter and was headed for
a life of “retitement” when she
took off from her new home in
Horse Cove.

e 6 sign up for Town Board.
Signed up to run are incumbents
Dotson and Stiehler and new-
comers, Tucker Chambers, Kay
Craig, Jeff Weller and Rachel Wil-
son.

August

e Highlands Fire & Rescue
celebrates 70 years of service
with fire truck rides.

e MC BOE says no to High-
lands Middle School repairs due
to only getting one bid.

e Tate Wilson, left, and
Aniah McKim, are rising sopho-
mores at Highlands School who

e See 2023 page 14

-

Our Lady of the Mountains
Catholic Church

Christmas Eve Mass
St. Jude’s Catholic Church (Sapphire Valley) ¢ 3 pm

Christmas Day Mass
Our Lady of the Mountains Catholic Church ¢ 11 am

New Year’s Day Masses
St. Jude’s Catholic Church * 9:30 am
Our Lady of the Mountains Catholic Church ¢ 11 a.m.

315 N. 5th Street, Highlands * 828-526-2418
www.olmhighlands.com
3011 U.S. 64, Sapphire * 828-743-5717
www.stjudeofsapphirevalley.org

THE
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!

Here,There and Everywhere ...
the Atlanta area, too!

828.200.3050

bobhenritze @gmail.com « www.firewoodcompany.net
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Highlands | Sotheby’s Paul Corbin
INTERHATIONAL REALTY owner

GARY GARREN

Founding Member

Cell: (828) 482-2370
gsgarren(@gmail.com

Life is better connected.
Join us this Sunday
(new series)
8:40am - Coffee/Nibbles
9am - Live Stream

w/Andy Stanley
For directions call Bee at 404-307—14185/3:I

A&O LANDSCAPING SERVICES, LLC

Downtown Office @
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC 828-371-2240

Highlandssothebysrealty.com pcorbin 1631 @aol.com

Kiln dried
FlREWOOD

Delivery or pickup

the hemlocks

on 25 acres at the base

of Whiteside
Mountain.

800-805- 3558 828-526-2222

> 828-526-9325 <«

2460 Cashiers Road « Highlands 828-526-2395

Generators aren’t just a “thing” we do, hi ghl andslawnand: gar den.com

generators are all we do!

Highlands Automotive
J U N K Call Raul
Service ; ; NC 706-982-3803
WE HAUL IT AWAY & 7 _J& - Inspection 706-970-7638

Renair Station 828-347-0255 %
House / Garage / Yard p
GRADING, INC.

Call for free estimate ASE R T valenciagrading@gmail.com
== St Grading e Lot Clearing e Retaining Wall

828 - 421 - 5188 . 828-78.7-2360 Driveways e Septic Placement

2851 Cashiers Road ¢ highlandsautomotive.com

CHESTNUT STDR&GE » Grading e YA
. e Excavating
Storage Units Available ;0 « Driveways
g.l:ﬂ [-;:.?;:u ¢ Build sites
e * Hauling
SR * Septic Systems = —=="73}
Call tocay to fined oot why wone - -
“Higaland’s Premier Facility” Edwin Wilson MEenDOZA TREE EXPERT
828-482-1045 . Cell (828) 421-3643 Quality Tree Care & Removal |8+ years
Lok for ouwr sgn! Officelfax (828) 526-4758 estimates@mendozatree.com
pusfgn Buck Craat Bl. - o2 mie off Casbiars R ssar the bespital wilsongrading@yahoo.com mendozatreeservices.com

B64-481-0598
INFOED GO SELING-CENTER.ORG

. 1,- y LUL TED AT THE
Cell: 803-271-5426 - COUMNSELING e 3485

Office: 828-526-8784 CEMNTER

Branch Leader

Ryan M. Bears _

ryan.bears@allentate.com

Vi
tate /e Alle
Realtors®

REALTY GROUP

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

< g COUNSELING-CENTER.ORG @

HIGHLANDS, N

WE STRIVE TO STRENGTHEN FAMILIES AND INDIVIDUALS

BY PROVIDING ACCESS TO OQUALITY MENTAL HEALTH
SERVICES REGARDLESS OF FINANCIAL ABILITY.
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Bl e CLASSIFIEDS ®

Petrovic FOR SALE . _ Each lot comes with water, power, and sewer run to each
Broker LAND FOR SALE - 3 tracts, 7.5 miles south of High-  |ot. www. TinyMountainEstates.com for more info. (st. | 1/22)

Cell: 646-315-0048 i - lands, 8.64 acres with spring, by far the best view in the area FOR RENT
Of‘ficé: 828-526-8784 at $200,000; 6.12 acres with spring (already subdivided into TLC OPEN AIR STORAGE - Located in Highlands,

2, 3-acre lots) $140,000; 3.99 acres with southern exposure,

$70,000. 828-974-1137. (st. 2/ 22/24)_ ment trailers, RV’s, and campers. Minimum | month rental.
3 RV CLASS A SITES at Wildflower Creek RV Re- $75 small to medium vehicles; $100 large vehicles. Contact

tﬁjﬂ Z)d_’f p A £ /L!z,- §on.A small, secluded, mature luxury resort. Call for more Greg 828-526-5280. (st. 12/21)
ealiors - information. 828-421-1709. (st. 10/13) ; YA
0 NEW |I/BED APT. downtown Highlands in Village
TINY HOME LOTS FOR SALE. $25k-$45k/ea. Square.Walk-in closet and balcony. One year minimum lease.
Unfurnished. $3,500/mth. Call Robin at 828-200-0044. (st.
H I G H l A N D ternet, W/D access. Minimum 3-month rental, 2 miles from
Highlands Hospital. No pets, no smoking. All utilities includ-

12/7)
Exc U R SI 0 N IS . ed. $1400 2 month. Call 828-482-2613. (st. 12/7)
2 BEDROOM | BATH 1550 SF with great Mountain

LONG TERM FURNISHED STUDIO APT. One
View 2 1/2 mins from Main Street. $2200/Mo. Annual. Bob-

desimir.petrovic@allentate.com NC. Spaces available for pontoon boats,ATV vehicles, equip-

REALT

bedroom, full kitchen, bath, private entrance. Cable TV, In-

m t n to urs.com bygrace@icloud.com. Cell/Text 727-458-0787 (st. | 1/30)
- BRAND NEW TRAILERS FOR RENT. 2 bed-
e rooms/2 baths $1700/month and 3 bedrooms/2 baths
n&nﬁlﬂa,ﬂ]. Mﬂ"ﬂe $2250/month. Between Highlands & Cashiers. Includes hi-
e Interior & Exterior Paintin speed internet, water, & washer/dryer. No dogs. Inquires,
& M GJWM Marcy -(706) 982-0444. (st. 5/4)

* Pressure Washlng COZY LAKEFRONT COTTAGE AVAILABLE
e House Maintenance Come on an adventure in Highlands & Cashiers Fu.lly furnished, one bedro.om, one bath. Easy access from
° Drywall Repair . . ’ . o Highlands Road in Franklin. Ideal corporate or seasonal
. NC!! Our sightseeing, open-air vehicle and hiking rental between Highlands and Franklin. Call Sarah Miller at

o Deck Repair

. tours are great fun for all ages. 770-757-7500 or email sarahmilleratl@aol.com (st. | 1/22)
Quality Work e Fully Insured HELP WANTED

Visit spectacular waterfalls and mountain vistas. LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION CREW

Lupe Gonzales Featured in the Wall Street Journal. LEADER -- Thompson Landscape Company is now hiring

int il a full-time crew leader starting $25/hour based on capability

avpin ura@gmal -com 864-373-4022 and experience. Comprehensive benefit package including
828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927 * See CLASSIFIEDS page 14

360 MAIN STREET

Cosmos Flowers EEE%LEH-.I'%I;ELEHS OF

Full Service Florist

2o Store: 828-526-0044
L B LOSMOS o) 828200-6101
o PLOWERS imosflowersnc@gmail.com

95 Highlands Plaza

i

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

TR\ Follow us HOME REMODELING  NEW CONSTRUCTION ?:5.
: {1‘? Instagram and facebook 1 '
@cosmosflowersnc INTERIOR & EXTERIOR REPAIR « DRYWALL L

LM

SHOWER REMODEL  PAINT & STAIN
REPAIR « DRYWALL « CARPENTRY

Al Ctonelron PRESSURE WASHING

Realtor-Broker . ) h L

e W g Sk T

s ATTEE Appointment Only! s 23 828.332.2520 53" S

© n . | | CAESEEEI | HIET
Highiande/Scaty McrvCashiers Email: ejofhighlands@gmail.com MENDOZAPAINT 17@cMAILCoM @) .
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.CLASSIFIEDS from page 13

year-end bonus. Minimum 3-years
experience, valid NC Driver’s li-
cense. Drug test required. After 2

years of satisfactory employment,

salary options available starting at

55k with other employee benefits.
Contact Greg at 828-526-5280.

(st. 12/21)

LUPOLI CONSTRUC-

WHOLE LIFE
MARKET

Natural Products Store
Hours: 9am-5pm
Mon-Sat
828-526-5999
Wholelifehighlands@icloud.com
LOCATED AT 680 N UTH ST, HIGHLANDS

Organic smoothie/juice

bar located

- inside Whole
a hv:"gl. ) -_,-' life Market

TION is hiring an office man-
ager/executive assistant and a
bookkeeper. Full-time, compensa-
tion based on experience. Please

contact  Regina@Lupoliinc.com,
770.757.5004 for more informa-
tion. (st. 1 1/2)

SERVICES

DOG SITTING - overnight,
or daily checkins/walks. Call Lisa.
References available. Call or text
828-424-4637. (st. 12/21)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS
HANDYMAN - Chatlos
Contruction — Remodels,Additions,
Framing, Siding, Roofing, Decks,
Painting. References. Insured. 828-
200-4071

ANYTHING GOES CLEAN:
UP_SERVICE Complete property
cleanup - house, garage, property,
etc. Call Danny at 828-200-2855.
(st. 9/28)

HIGH COUNTRY PHO-
TO/KEVIN VINSON: scanning
photos, slides & negatives to CD
or DVD for easier viewing. Video
transfer to DVD. Everything done
in house. Leave message at 828-
526-5208.

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO COMMURNITY OUTREACH

AN UPSCALE RESALE STDFEE WITH 10,000 SQ FT
OF SHOPPINCG!

1846 HWY 107N in Cashiers
{Across from Blue Ridge Schoaol)

BAZAAR BARN

FRIDAY & SATURDAY

icAM-2PM

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO DONATE. CONTACT SKIP RYAN AT (828) 226-2588

...2023 continued from page 11

are on the Highlands School Var-
sity Swim Team, are members of
the Highlands Hurricanes travel
team and also Junior Olympians,
were recently named Academic All
American Swimmers.

e Alyssa DuBois is tapped at
new Assistant Principal at High-
lands School.

e The Highlands Neighbor-
hood Coalition, the group in
Highlands who is against short-
term (STRs) rentals in residential
districts, is having a meeting Sun-
day, Aug, 20 at the Community
Building to organize and ascertain
who is with them prior to the up-
coming November election.

e Challenge reduces High-
lands Town Board candidates
to five; residency questions oust
Tucker Chambers.

¢ Annual 5K brings hundreds
to town. The Twilight 5K, brain-
child of Derek Taylor, raises mon-
ey annually for different causes
benefitting the children of High-
lands, and this year about $25,000
will go to support The Literacy
and Learning Center’s Pre-K pro-
gram.

September

o Post 370’s “Visit a Vet’ pro-
gram brings tears of joy to ELC
vets.

e Highlands School teachers
say "Hello!” Seven new teachers/
teacher assistants were hired for
various positions in the elemen-
tary, middle and high school.

e The Literacy & Learning
Center hopes permanent Pre-K
program to start 2024.

e Bridge at The Bascom
closed for repairs. The Will Henry
Stevens Bridge that makes up the
main entrance at The Bascom has
been closed since August to un-
dergo repairs hopefully will open
in 2024.

e PAC’ introduces new Edu-
cational Theater program to teach
everything ‘theater.

e Highlands  Newspaper
6-week candidate Q&A begins.

October

e Expanded
planned for Rec Park.

e Historian Ran Shaffner of-
fers a eulogy for the Cleaveland
family home which was recently
demolished.

e Highlands School introduc-

playground

The Crane home was razed to make way for development,

es agriculture course and FFA club
led by dedicated instructor.

e Our Lady of the Mountain
Catholic Church seeks variance for
parking spaces in preparation for
new building,

e HF&R new full-time, paid
firefighters are pinned at Town
Board meeting;

e Multiple agencies respond
to recent wreck on Wilson and
Satulah Ridge Road where three
were injured.

e Town Board OK’ NC 106
sidewalk on the right side of the
road.

November

e The truth about STRs and
Highlands School enrollment sta-
tistics. HNC considers what they
call the “proliferation” of Short-
term Rentals (STRs) as the cul-
prit to the decrease in Highlands
School entrollment. However, as
always, facts tell the real story.

e Highlands and WNC under
state of emergency due to drought
conditions.

e Voters pick round of com-
missioners. Incumbents John Dot-
son and Brian Stiehler retain seats
with newcomer Jeff Weller.

e Summit Charter School
receives unanimous approval for
$2.5 million loan for expansion.

e MC Commissioner Sheatl
calls for county manager’s resigna-
tion; admits to colluding prior to
taking oath of office.

o Commissioner Shearl’s ver-
sion of discussion with SOG
attorney about ARPA funding
doesn’t line up with the public re-
cords account.

- Photo by Brian O’Shea

o Hotwire service is expand-
ing Residents and businesses are
encouraged to give them a call.

e Board of Education says no
to MC Commission’s call for pat-
tisan school board races.

December

e MC Commissioners Shearl,
Higdon and Antoine want to
change election method for the
county commission.

e Highlands School’s annual
Homecoming Dance was held
Saturday, Dec. 2 at First Presby-
terian Fellowship Hall. The King
was Cooper Hall and the Queen
was Brooke Fogarty.

e Then, MC Commissioners
vote to terminate Commissioner
Sheatl’s resolution seeking parti-
san school board races.

e Since being accused of not
caring about the business commu-
nity, Mayor encourages feedback
to continue.

e New Town Board members
— Dotson, Stiehler and Weller -
were seated Dec. 14

o Citizens demand apology
from Commissioner Sheat]l for
calling for County Manager Derek
Roland’s resignation.

o A real estate snapshot of
Highlands, Highlands Township
and the Flats Township.

o Shop with a Hero serves 34
children from Highlands.

e MC Commissioner Gary
Shields was unanimously elected
to be Chairman for 2024. He re-
placed Commissioner Higdon
who served in that capacity for
one yeat.
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Chambers F{cag
g’ 1=

Vacation Rentals

SILVER EAGLERE=#

Native American Jewelry
(rystul & Gem Gullery

Mountain
House
| &
The Ruffed
Grouse
Tavern

Highlands is calling

highlandermountainhouse.com

Weichert

REALTORS

4.22+/- Sloping acres on
Whiteside Mountain Rd,

-COI;I‘I;}l‘y Club Properties

“ TR I _ i ' Highlands
: s Your local hometown 19 .
= ’ Real Estate professionals. H lgh|and8 Propertles 401 N.Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741 Mountain masterpiece.
e s 1 = 450 N. 4th St. nghlands, NC 828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com Unparalleled blend
349 Main S Hiahlands. NC 3 Offices 828-526-2520 828-526-5522 gy To@NigHandsscallngcom £ sophisticati d
am m?e" ghiancs, www.CCPHighlandsNC.com www.highlandsproperties.com IMunsencomiResiymhenst ' of sophistication an
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com -nig prop : s TwirconRealonRencl comfort.

Up-close and long-range

o . ! e b views. 4 BD suites.
@ n"' f {//n et e S Qd-ﬂ"’.'-;*-"’f \ - - - T Gated entrance

Martin-Lipscomb | . MLS #: R103071.

., 4 Performing Arts Center [
BERKSHIRE | MEADOWS MOUNTAIN . (PAC) / Offered for $5.3M
HATHAWAY | REALTY ]

HOMESERVI

MOUNTAIN LUXURY
Dedicated to finding the MITZI RAUERS

home you've always wanted. Broker / Luxury Collection
Specialist
(404) 218-9123

_ mitzi@bhhsmmr.com
: Eh!

Andrea Gabbard
20 Years Experience

thiry. Blaw
] c: 828.200.6742
DARLENE CONLEY AndreaGabbard@
404.427.2448 gmail.com

Top 5% of
Brokers on MLS
in 2022 (HCBOR)

Highlands

Reehes

Hardware

Sotheby’s

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

Team RickSteve

Sotheby’s
“The Power of 2

INTERMNATIONAL REALTY

@LANDMARK

REAL ESTATE SALES & VACATION RENTALS

114 N. 4¢h Street + Highlands, NC prgiﬁﬁifgiﬁgéi‘z_fbk HIGHLANDS OFFICE | 225 MAIN STREET
Local Expertise, Global Connections. ersonalized service
P ’ P Cell: 828-787-1895

Licensed in NC and GA % \¥e are home.’ Office: 828-526-4663 PAM N E :|_|_ IS

o} office: 828.526.8300 * cell: 828.337.0706
Sheryl Wilson  sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com * highlandssir.com pamela.nellis@yahoo.com ROKER

PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORS
(404) 219-1349 » HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC




Pat Allen
Broker in Charge
" pat@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.9179

Main Office

| 295 Dillard Road
Highlands, NC 28741
828.526.8784

Julie Osborn
Broker in Charge
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.6165

Wildcar CHffs Office
5121 Cashiers Road
Highlands, NC 28741
| 828.526.4525

#1 in the Carolinas
#1 in the Country for Independent Firms
#1 Small Team Company-wide 2022

Stronger together!

S LANDMARK | |

REAL ESTATE SALES & VACATION RENTALS 5

'HIGHLANDS OFFICE | 225 MAIN STREET ‘

1

Source HCMLS &
RealTrends

Office: 828-526-4663 MCQUITTY
dana@landmarkrg.com (6 ] EROKER

€D

WILD THYME GOURMET

Cell: 828-371-3877 |
DANA ELLIS ‘

CONGRATULATIONS

d HIGHLANDS SOTHEBY'S INTERNATIONAL REALTY
Open Year-Round « 7 days a week

i Global .
Real Estate Advisors D L e e

Leading i

patallenrealtygroup.com

e‘@ll} i

‘ DAVID || 23
--2 BOCK

Do Cuiners

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240

REALTRENDS

Every home ...
has a story.
Let us tell yours.

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE
— HIGHLANDS CASHIERS ——

|
Deborah “Bee’” Gleeson
404.307.1415
BeeGlee4d@Gmail.com
and
Pat Gleeson
828.782.0472
PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com
210 North Fifth Street,
Highlands, NC 28731

i _‘ £ Open for
M for being recognized as 2023 RealTrends’ Lunch &
America’s Best Real Estate Professionals. Dinner
11a-3:30p
&
Jody Lovell 5:30-il

Andrea Gabbard
Cathy Garren

www.wildthymegourmet.com

CWWOLFGANG’S
RESTALRANT & WINE BISTRC

Taste the difference, Always fresh.

Open Dec. 26-28, 30
Bistro opens at 4p :
Dinner begins at 5:30p
Open New Year’s Eve

Dec.31

(Bistro closed)
474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

-

@ ...on the Verandah
@ Restaurant
*~"on Lake Sequoyah

828-526-2338
41 Years of Fine Dining
Open Fri.-Sat.
5:30-9p

www.ontheverandah.com

MCULLEY’S

CASHMERE

Scotland’s Best Knitwear

Open 7 days a week

526-4407
242 S. 4th St. & Pop up

on Main Street ©




