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By Kim Lewicki
Around 2 p.m. on Thursday, 

July 4, Highlands Police officers 
were notified that a grease trap or 
greywater port was overflowing 
in the parking area of  Mill Creek 
Village. 

When officers arrived on 
scene, they found grease-con-
taminated water draining from 
the Mill Creek Village parking 
area into the Mill Creek waterway 
through the nearby storm drains.

Officers contacted the Ma-
con County Health Inspector 
who asked Highlands PD to have 
The Stubborn Bull Restaurant 
closed until the issue could be 
properly resolved. 

During the evening of  July 
4, a company was able to unclog 
the drainage problem, and on July 
5 the restaurant was given per-

Grease trap 
breach 

temporarily 
closes 

restaurant

New Orleans comes to bridge re-dedication

Rule about 
truck length 

is signed 
into law

By Kim Lewicki
Since warning signs, elabo-

rate turn-arounds and tickets 
haven’t kept tractor-trailers off  
the portion of  US 64 known 
as the Gorge Road, Highlands 
Mayor Pat Taylor has been urg-
ing legislators to pass a law to 
hopefully remedy the situation. 
When long trucks can’t negotiate 
the numerous curves, aside from 
safety issues, traffic can be halted 
for hours. 

On Monday, July 8, House 
Bill 593 officially became state 
law after receiving the Governor’s 
signature. Rep. Karl Gillespie is 
the primary sponsor of  HB593, 
“Various General Local Laws.”

Originally entitled, “Restrict 
Truck Length Through Cullasaja 
Gorge,” HB593 underwent vari-
ous changes in the Senate which 
included the addition of  local 
government ordinances. How-

• See BRIDGE page 13

By Kristin Fox
What began with a $50,000 

anonymous cash donation from 
a local citizen, support for a new 

playground for the children of  the 
community continues to grow with 
this week’s backing of  the Macon 
County Board of  Commissioners.

At Tuesday’s regular meeting 
of  the commissioners, county of-
ficials voted unanimously to sup-

County votes unanimously, 5-0, 
to fund Highlands Playground 

By Kim Lewicki
Thanks to the Winingder 

family a little bit of  the Big Easy 
was at The Bascom on Saturday.

The Will Henry Stevens 

bridge to The Bascom was closed 
to vehicular and pedestrian traffic 
for about a year while repairs were 
made to the underpinnings of  the 
bridge where a crack had appeared. 

Open now for a few months, it 
was re-dedicated with music, color 
and flair on July 6.

The bridge, the defining en-

Photo by Kim Lewicki
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“That’s right Medicare. Is lunch being covered, 
and what’s the co-pay?”

In the last several weeks, I 
have participated in several 
community arts events that 

have been revelatory to me about 
our town. I have concluded that 
Highlands is a myriad of  folks 
who make up the town.

First, I participated in the 
Mountain Tip Rotary Art & 
Craft Show the last week in June 
at Founders Park. Sallie and I 
sold my pottery and had the op-
portunity to talk with various 
people at the show. I noticed a 
pattern in who attended the show.

First, about a third were tourists from 
across the country. They were in Highlands 
on vacation, taking in the beautiful scenery 
and mountain air and visiting special plac-
es. The next group was our transitional, 
aka seasonal residents. I, of  course, knew 
many of  our seasonal friends. Then, there 
were the full-time residents I know and see 
on many occasions. Finally, there was the 
“bumper crop of  visitors,” children and 
friends in Highlands visiting seasonal or 
full-time residents.

The other factor that made 
the art show successful was the 
Rotary volunteers, who made 
sure every exhibiting artist was 
supported and that visitors had a 
pleasant experience. Those volun-
teers did the hard labor so that the 
Rotary Club could donate thou-
sands of  dollars to nonprofits in 
the community.

The other event I attended 
on Saturday was The Bascom’s 
Founders Day Breakfast and the 
reopening of  the Will Henry Ste-

vens Bridge. The Bascom is a wonderful 
community visual arts center, and I was hon-
ored to participate in the reopening of  the 
bridge. At the breakfast, The Bascom board 
members gave several updates on the money 
raised to support their programming. I was 
truly impressed with what the people living 
in Highlands and Cashiers have contributed 
to this arts education organization. It is quite 
remarkable.

On Friday night, Sallie and I hosted 
a dinner at our house to celebrate the be-
ginning of  the 43rdd Highlands-Cashiers 
Chamber Music Festival season. 

One of  the musicians who would per-
form on Saturday night gave some brief  
remarks, Scott Yoo. Scott is an acclaimed 
violinist and conductor of  the Mexico City 
Philharmonic Orchestra and also the co-
producer and star of  the popular PBS series 
“Now Hear This.” Scott said he was amazed 
at how a community of  just a few thousand 
people was able to support such a robust and 
extensive chamber music concert series. All 
the local residents around the table were de-
lighted and proud to support this arts event 
after a major leader in classical music made 
such an observation.

We sat in the audience on Saturday eve-
ning, memorized by the strings and piano 
performances. As I sat there, I thought this 
was a truly transformative aesthetic experi-
ence taking place right here in the mountains.

We should all be proud of  our High-
lands and Cashiers communities for their 
valuing of  the arts and commitment to life-
enhancing experiences in the arts, sciences, 
and social support endeavors. These com-
mitments make the plateau a place where 
people not only want to visit but, more im-
portantly, want to live and invest their hearts 
and treasures in the fabric of  the community.

Artistic endeavors are alive in Highlands
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SU N DAY,  AUGUST  25

BUY TICKETS

WITH CHEF SAM FORE of TUK TUK SRI LANKAN BITES  
& CHEF DAVID BANCROFT of ACRE
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Nominated for ‘America’s Best’
Top 5% of Brokers in 2022* HCMLS

20 years experience
Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

Nominated for ‘America’s Best’
Top 5% of Brokers in 2022* HCMLS

20 years experience

"Martinis, Mozart & More!" Wednesday, July 24th@ 5:30 PM Orchard House @ Old Edwards Farm - Highlands 

Mozart's beautiful Quartet for Flute & Strings is the centerpiece of a wonderful afternoon which also includes "The Jet Whistle" for flute and cello by Villa-Lobos. Refreshments will be served before the concert; a cash bar will be available. Price: $100/person which includes two (2) drink tickets. Reservations are required by calling 828-526-9060 or online. Sponsored by Myron & Dianne Mall and Jack Sapolsky & Richard Bordeaux. 
ri) Highlands-Cashiers Chamber Music Festival
a�°sH�� �:§�j:t www.h-cmusicfestival.org hccmfnc@gmail.com I (828) 526-9060 

Pat Allen BIC 
Allen Tate Realtors/Pat Allen 

Realty Group.

•Investing at 4,118 Ft.•

During this election 
year -which is un-
like any we have 

ever seen -we are filled with 
thoughts of  confusion and il-
lusion. It doesn’t matter which 
side of  the fence we are on or 
if  we choose not to be on ei-
ther side, I think we all see that 
unfortunately we must make a 
decision on the information 
that is revealed about each 
candidate or spun by the press 
and news media. We should 
gather all the facts we can and 
cast our vote in November.

Now let’s talk local poli-
tics. I have lived here full time 
for 30 years and initially never kept up with 
the Town Board which, in fact, makes all the 
decisions for those of  us who live in down-
town Highlands. The local government 
consists of  a mayor and five commission-
ers who are elected by registered voters and 
residents who live in Highlands’ town limits 
only. They serve a staggered term meaning 
the mayor and two commissioners are elect-
ed followed two years later with the election 
of  three commissioners totaling five. 

They hold Town Board meetings gen-
erally on the third Thursday of  the month 
and make major decisions that affect anyone 
living in Highlands full-time or part-time. 
Business owners are impacted as well. For 
instance: signage, parking, sidewalks, subdi-
visions in town that require water and sewer, 
trees to be removed or planted, and restric-
tions or a ban on short-term rentals are their 
decision to make. They are to vote according 
to the will of  the people and what is best for 
the TOWN…not their personal interests. 

For instance: one commissioner is ad-
amant that we are NOT a tourist town so 
obviously she never comes to town. If  she 
thinks the stores stay in business due to lo-
cals buying, she is totally wrong. 

Another commissioner is against short-
term rentals because his next-door neigh-
bor rents and sometimes there is noise. He 
should work with the homeowner and our 
police to enforce laws already in place. 

Another assured a buyer that they could 
“absolutely” rent their home on VRBO and 
then proceeded to vote to ban short-term 
rentals. 

The town purchased software with 
taxpayers’ money that can see how many 
people are coming and going in your home, 
how many cars are in your driveway, etc. You 
may think this doesn’t affect you if  you live 
outside the town limits but when local gov-

Government - like real estate - is local
ernment erodes homeown-
ers’ rights it ultimately affects 
us all. Let your opinion be 
known and your vote speak 
for you.

I started attending Town 
Board meetings a few years 
ago and was shocked to see 
how few people attend. Only 
when something controver-
sial like short-term rentals is 
on the table do a few more 
attend. I am surprised that 
rarely do business owners 
attend when decisions that 
impact them are made by five 
commissioners. 

More importantly, there 
are only approximately 1,000 registered 
voters in town and last November only 
about 420 voted. I don’t think those who 
didn’t vote or even those who did vote re-
alize the importance of  learning the can-
didates’ views on issues and then casting 
their vote accordingly, rather than voting 
for a friend or someone they grew up with. 
Local jobs are at stake as well as businesses 
that are vital to Highlands. 

Taxpayers contribute large amounts to 
Macon County and Highlands every year 
and the decisions on how that money is 
spent on necessary or unnecessary projects 
rests in the hands of  five commissioners 
and a mayor. You need to stay informed 
and let them know your thoughts; that is 
vital! 

My point is: if  you don’t attend the 
meetings, you are not informed of  deci-
sions until it’s too late. If  you aren’t in town 
there is a zoom meeting to watch, and you 
can respond to the mayor or commission-
ers to voice your opinion by email or calling 
them. You can read the newspapers online 
to know when meetings are and what the 
agenda is that night. If  you are a second 
homeowner voice your opinion. Even if  
you can’t vote you are affected by these de-
cisions. Their emails and phone numbers 
are online at highlandsnc.org. Speak up and 
give your opinion. In this regard silence is 
not golden.

• Pat Allen is Broker-in-Charge of  Allen-
Tate/PatAllen Realty Group: the number one in-
dependent firm in the country with sales over $7.5 
Billion last year. Allen has been a top producer 
and award-winning broker since her career began 
20 years ago. She and her partner and daughter, 
Julie Osborn, broke a new record with over $68 
million in sales in 2023. She may be reached at 
828-200-9179 or pat.allen@allentate.com
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298 Pine Forest Road
Cashiers, NC 28717 | $2,895,000 | MLS #103454 
Ken Fernandez & Nancy Warriner | 828.507.3156

#1 in the Carolinas#1 in the Carolinas
Since 1957Since 1957

SAPPHIRE OFFICE  |  828.507.3156
CASHIERS OFFICE  |  828.547.0022

WILDCAT CLIFFS OFFICE  |  828.526.4525

HIGHLANDS-DOWNTOWN OFFICE  |  828.526.8784

Scan to see our luxury listingsScan to see our luxury listings

430 Buck Creek Church Road
Highlands, NC 28741 | $1,750,000 | MLS #4115722 

Margaret Cogdill | 828.269.3726



•Highlands Dining•

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House 

Open for 
LUNCH

Wednesday-Saturday
11:30-3p Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round

Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Lunch: 11a-3:30p 
Dinner: 

5:30p - until

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square • Next to Pine St. Park

Sandwich shop and gourmet food market
Open Year-Round

Mon.-Fri.. 11:30a to 5p • Sat. 12-5p (and during Music in the Park Saturday nights!)

Offering a variety of 
hot and cold specialty sandwiches, 

various salads, desserts and charcuterie pre-
pared by a Johnson & Wales certified chef. Stop 
by and enjoy a hot sandwich, a cup of home-

made soup and a daily pasta salad. We have in-
door and outdoor courtyard seating, and a large 
variety of drink options including wine and beer.

Can’t linger? 
Call (828) 305-7509 to place a pick-up order.

The Secret Garden

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

42 Years of Fine Dining
Open
5:30-9p

7 Days a 
Week

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807 
wolfgangs.net

Wednesday - Sunday
Bistro Opens at 4pm | Dining Room at 5:30pm

American Cuisine with a  
Creole Twist and German Flair

Celebrating Our 30th Year 
Taste the Difference, Always Fresh!

Open
7 Days 
a Week

Open for
SUNDAY BRUNCH

with Blue Grass music
10a-3p

Open for 
DINNER

Wednesday-Saturday
5:30-9p

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590
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• See LETTERS page 16

•Dining•

highlandsburrito.com 
Dine in or Pick up To Go  •  (828) 526-9313

A HIGHLANDER MOUNTAIN HOUSE HOTEL 

COFFEE BAR NOW OPEN 

Th1mday through Sunday -- Ji-om Sam --

790 North +ch Street, Highlands I info@oucposcinnhighlands.com f 828-482-7716 

Edelweiss Pastry Boutique 
Homecrafted Scratch Bakery 

Desserts made from fine ingredients and 
Belgium Chocolate

Weddings, Catering, Bread, Patisserie and 
Custom Cakes

10a-4p Wednesday-Sunday
828-200-2700

892 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

•Letters•
Fl RST BAPTIST CHURCH 
HIGHLANDS 
Irwim- Y� fu- ---

Sunday 
Seruice 

10:45 am 

220 Main Street 
828-526-4153

www.fbchighlands.org 
� 

Dear Editor:
Many Americans believe the future of  America rests 

on the outcome of  the next presidential election. I lean in 
that direction, in more ways than one. I believe (strongly) 
this election will influence permanent and consequential 
changes in life on this planet. That’s why your vote, and my 
vote, matters.

We don’t need a meteorologist to tell us it’s hot outside. 
The National Weather Service recently issued its first-ever 
excessive heat warning of  96* for northern Maine. Mete-
orologists describe a heat dome - “a high pressure system 
that traps air in place and bakes it with sunshine for days 
on end” - and forecast that this summer may be hotter than 
last year, which was the Northern Hemisphere’s hottest in 
2,000 years.

Heat waves do not topple buildings or flood cities but, 
in 2023, extreme heat contributed to the deaths of  2300 
Americans. We could, if  predictions remain stable, face simi-
lar losses this year. The science is crystal-clear: “a warmer 
atmosphere holds more moisture, leading to more rain and 
more extreme weather events,” and planet earth is warming.

Climate change shouldn’t be political, extreme weather 
conditions strike indiscriminately. However, Florida Repub-
lican Governor and Trump loyalist, Ron DeSantis, signed a 
bill that eliminates references to climate change from state 
documents. “We don’t want our energy policy driven by cli-
mate ideology,” he said.

It’s not, Governor, it’s driven by scientific facts prop-
erly applied with common sense and a deep desire to save 
this planet for future generations. Climate alarm bells are 
ringing all around the globe: North and South America, Af-
rica, Asia, India and elsewhere. Pre-summer heat waves have 

This election isn’t just 
about the ‘near’ future ... 
it’s about the ‘far’ future
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Program Highlights

(828) 526-8811

office@clehighlands.com

The Melting of “Frozen Conflict” in the Baltic
States: Putin’s War in Ukraine and the
Upending of History
Presenter: Jordan Kuck, Friday, July 12, 10am-noon,
$30/$40

Growing Herbs and Greens for the Kitchen
Presenter: Shannon Quattlebaum, Friday, July 12,
2-4pm, $30/$40

Botanical EcoTour: Highlands Botanical
Garden
Leader: Adam Bigelow, Monday, July 15, 8:30am-
noon, $50/$60

History of Hamas
Presenter: Eren Tasar, Monday, July 15, 2-4pm,
$30/$40

Challenges to Western Dominance
Presenter: Eren Tasar, Tuesday, July 16, 10am-noon,
$30/$40

Liquefied Acrylics: Studio Tour and Art Demo
Presenter: Barbara Jamison, Tuesday, July 16, 3-5pm,
$40/$50

Chinese Politics in the Xi Jinping Era
Presenter: Rongbin Han, Wednesday, July 17, 10am-noon,
$30/$40

Judicial Ethics - Public Trust in the Courts
Presenter: Judge Jed S. Rakoff, Thursday, July 18, 10am-noon,
$30/$40

Drawing For All!
Instructor: Mary Cavaioli, Thursday, July 18, 1-3:30pm, $70/$80

The New York Times: Past, Present...and Future?
Presenter: Alex S. Jones, Friday, July 19, 10am-noon, $30/$40

Oliver Messiaen and the Quartet for the End of Time
Presenter: Ben Arnold, Saturday, July 20, 10am-noon, $30/$40

Inside Out: Reimagining What it Means to be Outdoors
Presenter: Michael Rosenfeld, Tuesday, July 23, 10am-noon,
$30/$40

Demystifying the Grand Jury
Presenter: Judge Beryl A. Howell, Wednesday, July 24, 
10am-noon, $30/$40

To register for these and other CLE
programs, please visit clehighlands.com

Proudly Serving Our 
Mountain Communities. 

Over 25 years of time-tested investment discipline, 
helping clients achieve their goals. 

Marci Sherwood 
Highlands 

Donald Jowdy, Founder 
Tampa - Highlands 

Robin Cook 
Sanibel - Highlands 

SUNCOAST 
EQUITY MANAGEMENT 

PROSPERITY ADVISORS 

Highlands I Tampa I Sanibel 
828-487-8009 I SuncoastEquity.com I 431 N. 4th Street, Highlands 28741 

Investment advisory services are offered through Suncoast Equity Management, LLC, 
a Securities and Exchange Commission Registered Investment Advisor. 

•Biz/Org News•

Outpost Inn, the sister property to 
the Highlander Mountain House, draws in-
spiration from old-school summer camps, 
seamlessly blending rustic and midcentury 
aesthetics with modern luxury amenities 
to create the perfect mountain escape. The 
property features 14 guest rooms, a lobby 
lounge with a coffee bar, and a spacious 
outdoor firepit area. The lobby has been 
reimagined as a cozy mountain mercantile, 

Outpost Inn officially opens
filled with art, books, and vinyl records. 
Each guest room boasts a unique style 
with colorful quilts, vintage rugs and luxu-
ry linens and toiletries. Amenities include 
record players with curated vinyl collec-
tions and typewriters.

For more information about the Out-
post Inn call 828-482-7736 or visit their 
website at www.outpostinnhighlands.com.
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WWW.MEADOWSMOUNTAINREALTY.COM   |  (828) 526-1717
488 MAIN ST, HIGHLANDS  |  2334 CASHIERS RD, HIGHLANDS  |  196 BURNS ST, CASHIERS

©2024 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of Columbia 
Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate.  Equal Housing Opportunity.

TWO PUBLIC OPEN HOUSES
FRIDAY, JULY 12  |  1:00-4:00pm

VZTOP is all about the view, but in 
this case, it’s about this tastefully 
renovated unit as well. This uique 
3BR/3BA flat is all on one level. Easy 
care vinyl plank flooring, stone 
fireplace, deck overlooking 
mountain scenery, close to the 
town of Highlands. Sold either 
furnished or unfurnished.
MLS# 103921 |  $610,000

DIRECTIONS: From Main Street, 
Highlands, turn on Hwy 106. Go past 
Highlands CC lake and take a left on 
Hudson Road. Follow all the way to 
the top. Building is the third on the 
left, lower level unit.

Betty Holt  |  (828) 526-4218  |  betty@bhhsmmr.com
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Meadows Mountain Realty

601 VZ TOP CONDOMINIUMS, HIGHLANDS
One level living that is bright 
and airy with million dollar views 
afforded from every room including 
the large covered deck.  2BR/2BR, 
open kitchen, breakfast bar, 
fireplace, and custom built-ins, 
partially furnished.  Just minutes to 
Main Street in Highlands.
MLS# 104136 |  $530,000

DIRECTIONS: Hwy 106 S / Dillard 
Road. Turn left on Hudson Road. 
Follow Hudson Road all the way to 
the top and bear left into the gate 
at VZ Top. 

Alicen Phillips  |  (828) 347-5651  |  alicen.phillips@gmail.com
Country Club Properties

706 VZ TOP CONDOMINIUMS, HIGHLANDS

828-526-5029
2060 Dillard Rd, Highlands2 miles south of Main

Come to The Gordon Center’s 40 for 40 celebration

This year marks The Gor-
don Center’s 40th year serving 
the Highlands community and 
everyone is invited to show ap-
preciation and support by joining 
The Gordon Center for Children 
in honoring Ms. Wilma in person. 

Please join us at The Faith 
and Fellowship Center at High-
lands United Methodist Church, 
Sunday, July 21st at noon. Please 
RSVP at 828-526-3376.

We also encourage you to 
consider making a donation to 
The Gordon Center for Children 
in Ms. Wilma’s honor. Imagine if  
every student were to give $1 for 
every year Ms. Wilma’s legacy has 
impacted the Highlands commu-
nity! 

Your donation would con-
tribute to continuing thoughtful 
programming and early child-
hood education to the children 

In the Faith and Fellowship Center at the Highlands United Methodist Church July 21 at noon

of  Highlands year round.
Also, of  you have pictures 

and memories you wish to share 

please post them to the Center’s 
Facebook Event page under The 
Gordon Center for Children.

Ms. Gordon with an class from years ago.
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• See SAFE PASSAGE page 30

•• Open for the last 39 years, Shiraz has been offering wholesale prices to the public on its entire inventory of genuinely hand woven oriental rugs.1housands of antique and contemporary pieces from around the world. HAND CLEANING• RESTORATION• APPRAISALS 

July Sale! 35% to 55% off
25% off all Cleaning & Repairs!

I -

RejuvenateLaserCenter.com

HAGAN BINDER 
LLAANNDDSSCCAAPPEE  AARRCCHHIITTEECCTT  

NNooww  SScchheedduulliinngg  ffoorr  SSpprriinngg  
hhaaggaannbbiinnddeerrddeessiiggnn..ccoomm  

882288��  448822��5555nn  

Old Edwards Inn & Spa is proud to 
announce today its selection as a winner in 
Oprah Daily’s 2024 Best Hotel O-Wards. 
The full list of  awards can be found online at 
https://oprahdaily.com/hotelawards2024.

Old Edwards Inn & Spa is renowned 
for its world-class spa services, farm-to-table 
dining, and elegantly appointed accommo-
dations. Guests can indulge in the award-
winning spa, explore the lush gardens, and 
savor exquisite cuisine crafted from locally 
sourced ingredients. The Inn’s rich history, 

Old Edwards Inn & Spa is a 
2024 ‘OPRAH DAILY BEST HOTEL O-WARDS’ winner

combined with modern luxury and pre-
mium leisure amenities, offers a unique and 
captivating experience for travelers seeking 
relaxation and rejuvenation.

“We are honored and excited to be rec-
ognized by Oprah Daily as one of  the best 
hotels in 2024,” said Richard Delany, Presi-
dent of  Old Edwards Hospitality Group. 
“This award is a testament to the hard work 
and dedication of  our team, who strive to 
provide an unparalleled experience for every 
guest. We are grateful for the continued sup-
port of  our guests and community.”

For Oprah Daily’s first annual 2024 Ho-
tel O-Wards, editors selected 68 hotel and 
wellness resorts in and near North America 
that can transform, teach, and serve as cata-
lysts for becoming, in the words of  Oprah 
herself, “the person you were always meant 
to be.”

These properties touch on every aspect 
of  self-care: physical, emotional, spiritual, 
social, even sensual. As with all things travel, 
they wanted to balance the aspirational with 
the tactical. Oprah Daily believes the right 
trip at the right moment and with the right 
people can feel like a year’s worth of  thera-
py, meditation, and salsa lessons packed into 
just a few days.For additional details about 
the Oprah Daily Best Hotel O-wards, please 
visit www.oprahdaily.com.

The prestigious award, bestowed by 

Iconic Highlands resort honored for creating an extraordinary retreat experience amidst the Blue Ridge Mountains

•Business/Organization News•

Oprah Daily, celebrates the finest hotels 
and resorts across the globe that exem-
plify excellence in hospitality. This acco-
lade highlights Old Edwards Inn & Spa’s 
commitment to creating an extraordinary 
retreat for its guests, nestled in the scenic 
beauty of  the Blue Ridge Mountains. For 
more information about Old Edwards Inn 
& Spa and to book your stay, please visit 
www.oldedwardsinn.com

ABOUT OLD EDWARDS INN & SPA 
Situated in the heart of  downtown, 

Old Edwards Inn and Spa offers a moun-
tain retreat with luxury guest rooms, suites, 
cottages, and vacation homes. Perched atop 
the southwest plateau of  the Blue Ridge 
Mountains, the European style Relais & 
Châteaux resort is woven into Highlands, 
NC community and culture. Guests can en-
joy doing as much or as little as they want. 
Enjoy award-winning farm-to-table culi-
nary experiences; a destination spa; 18-hole 
golf  course with dramatic mountain vistas; 
tennis courts; outdoor mineral pools and 
whirlpools; game rooms; live music and so 
much more. Old Edwards offers ideal ac-
cess to the excitement of  downtown High-
lands, and it is the perfect gateway to some 
of  the region’s best outdoor adventures, 
from exploring waterfalls to scenic drives 
and historical walking tours. 
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Pop Up Pipers!
Celebrating Highlands’ Heritage

Listen for the call of the Highlands 
Bagpipers as they perform from a 

different location one Saturday 
of each month through October.  

 
 

This Month’s Performance:  
Old Edwards Inn

445 Main St

Saturday, July 13  |  4:30 – 5 p.m. 

Performances are made possible by the  Highlands Chamber of Commerce/Visit Highlands, NC.  

828-526-2112
visithighlandsnc.com

Concerts July 13-16 

_.' � Saturday, July 13 - 5 PM, Highlands I Sunday July 14 - 5 PM, Cashiers 
"Bastille Day Celebration - Vive La France!"Sara Sant'Ambrogio, cello; Yuriy Bekker, violin; Helen Kim, violin; Yinzi Kong, viola; Jasmin Arakawa, piano Monday, July 15 - 5 PM, Highlands I Tuesday, July 16 - 5 PM, Cashiers 

"Variety is the Spice of Life" 

■ 
HIGHLANDS 
CASHIERS 
CHAMBER 
M US IC 
FESTIVAL 

James Zellers, flute; Jesse McCandless, clarinet; Yuriy Bekker, violin; Jasmin Arakawa, piano Highlands-Cashiers Chamber Music Festival 
www,h-cmusicfestivaLorg I hccmfnc@gmaiLcom I (828) 526-9060 

Bronze sculpture • Paintings 
Vintage & Antique Collectables & 

Furniture • Costume Jewelry

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

• Incredible Views
• Par 72 Championship Course  

stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
• Open Daily • Year-Round • Public Golf 

2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta • 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC

For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals, 
please call 706-746-5302 

www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

 The Coolest Golf Course  
in Georgia 

•Biz/Org News•
Mission Hospital successfully performs 

first commercial TriClip procedure in NC
The team at Asheville Cardiology As-

sociates has achieved a groundbreaking 
advancement in heart care by successfully 
performing the first commercial TriClip 
procedure in North Carolina at Mission 
Hospital in May. There have only been 
three centers in the state who have per-
formed this procedure while it was still in 
its trial stage. This new technology offers 
hope for patients suffering from tricuspid 
valve regurgitation and was recently ap-
proved by the FDA.

Tricuspid valve regurgitation is a 
common condition where the valve fails 
to close correctly, causing the blood to 
flow backward into the heart, leading to 
symptoms such as fatigue, shortness of  
breath, and swelling in the legs or abdo-
men. 

This innovative procedure, led by Dr. 
Michael Chenier, marks a significant ad-
vancement in cardiac care for our region. 
“The FDA provided final approval for 
Triclip earlier this spring and our center 
was the first to attend the FDA required 
training in a session in Austin, Texas prior 
to implants,” says Dr. Chenier, Interven-
tional Cardiologist at Asheville Cardiology 
Associates.

“Further solidifying the commit-
ment to the community to help improve 
the care and improvement of  human life, 
we believe this procedure will help expand 
quality of  life for patients who receive this 
treatment,” said Dr. Chenier. 

If  you would like to know more about 
heart care at Mission Health, visit our web-
site or call 828-274-6000. 

Read Highlands Newspaper 
for free from everywhere ... on the 

street or on the web.
www.highlandsinfo.com. 

Click on Local News. 
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•Highlands Area Events•
SUMMER POOL SCHEDULE
Lap Swim Mon.-Fri. 6am-9:45am, and 

Saturday 10am-1pm 6 lanes. Water Aero-
bics 18 years plus Mon.-Fri. 10am-1am with 
Karen Chambers. Public Swim Mon. thru 
Thurs. 11am-7pm, Fri. and Sat. 11am-6pm and 
Sun. 1pm-6pm. For info, call 828-526-1595.

PICKLE BALL 
• At the Recreation Dept. every Mon-

day, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 
10am-1pm indoors for the winter (notice the 
days and time has changed), everyone is wel-
come meetings 

ALL WEEK
• Alcoholics Anonymous: “Open Meet-

ings” are for anyone who thinks they may have 
a drinking problem or for anyone interested 
in the A.A. program of recovery. Highlands 
Mountain View Group holds open meet-
ings in Highlands at the First Presbyterian 
Church, 471 Main St., on Monday at 5:30 PM 
and Wednesday and Friday at noon. The Ca-
shiers Valley Groupholds open meetings at the 
Albert Carlton Cashiers Community Library 
Monday at 8:30 AM, Tuesday at 7 PM, Friday 
and Sunday at 5 PM, and Saturday at 9 AM. For 
more information, please visit www.aawnc80.
org or to speak with a member of AA 24/7 at 
828-349-4357.

SUNDAYS AND TUESDAYS
• Movies at the Martin Lipscomb Per-

forming Arts Center at PAC on Chestnut 

Street 5:30pm Sundays and 2pm and 5:30pm. 
on Tuesdays.

Thurs., July 11
• A HCLT event: Mountaintop Hike & 

Pranic Workshop, 6-9pm. Meet at the Peggy 
Crosby Center, 348 S. 5th Street, Highlands. 
This is a 3.5 mile moderate to difficult hike with 
steepness, elevation changes, rocks, and wet at 
times. Sign up required. Email hope@hcltnc.
org. Donations appreciated.

• The Highlands Biological Foundation 
(HBF) continues its highly anticipated Zahner 
Conservation Lecture series on Thursday at 
6 p.m. This upcoming lecture, “Landscape Me-
anders: Design Ideas for the South Gateway 
Garden at the Highlands Botanical Garden,” 
will be presented by Warren Byrd, Jr. FASLA, 
Professor Emeritus at the University of Virginia 
and Founding Principal of Nelson Byrd Woltz 
Landscape Architects. FREE.

• At Hudson Library, Talewise program 
(formerly ScienceTellers) presents Science 
Heroes: Adventure of the Lost Treasure, an 
exciting production with lots of special effects. 
at 3:30 PM. Even better, the program will also 
show everyone how those effects are created, 
and volunteers from the audience will be in-
vited to help out. It’s a delightful way to have 
fun with science, suitable for the whole family, 
best for age 4 and up.

• Chantelle Rondell, aquatic biologist with 
NC’s Wildlife Resource Commission’s Aquatic 

Wildlife Diversity Program will speak at 6 p.m. 
at the Macon County Library on Siler Road. 
All are invited and membership is not required 
https:// app.joinit.com/o/nantahalahikingclub. A 
FREE raffle is awarded. Wnner must be present 
to claim the raffle. 

Fri., July 12 
• At Hudson Library, local author Susan 

Posey will give a talk about her new historical 
novel A Weave of Old and New at 11 AM at 
Hudson Library. Books will be available for pur-
chase and signing at this free program.

• Friday Night Live showcases traditional 
mountain music and exceptional local talent on 
Main Street’s Town Square 6-8:30 p.m. – Silly 
Ridge

Sat., July 13 
• Highlands resident Mark Mahaffey will 

sign copies of “The Pathfinder” at the Highland 
Hiker’s historic Joe Webb log cabin at 601 Main 
Street on Saturda , from 2-4pm. “Pathfinder” is 
Mr. Mahaffey’s memoir of life as an officer on an 
aircraft carrier; at his family real-estate devel-
opment company based in St. Petersburg, Fla.; 
his years in Highlands; long, glorious summer 
vacations in Ireland, and his fly-fishing excur-
sions to Central America and Alaska. Refresh-
ments will be served.

• Pop-Up Bag Pipers are scheduled from 
4:30 p.m. to 5 p.m.

• Saturdays on Pine at Kelsey-Hutchinson 
Founders Park 6-8:30 p.m. – Dive Bar Divas

Mon., July 15
• Regional Prayer Event - Uncovering 

truth in the digital age of misinformation with 
pastors Steve Doerter and Jim Murphy at 
Grace Community Church in Cashiers at 6p. 
Visit www.gracecashiers.com for more infor-
mation. 

Wed., July 17
• A HCLT Community Read: Braiding 

Sweetgrass Section 3 - Picking Sweetgrass 
(Chapters 12-17) 10a-12p at the Hudson Li-
brary, 554 Main Street.

• A HCLT Community Read: Braiding 
Sweetgrass Section 3 - Picking Sweetgrass 
(Chapters 12-17) noon-2pm at Albert-Carlton 
Community Library, 249 Frank Allen Road, Ca-
shiers. 

Thurs., July 18
• HC Chamber Music Festival will pres-

ent a free family/children’s concert and per-
formance entitled “Paddington Bear’s First 
Concert” and “The Three Little Pigs” at 3pm 
on Thursday, July 18 at Highlands First Presby-
terian Church.

Fri., July 19 
• Friday Night Live on Main Street’s Town 

Square 6-8:30 p.m. – Leadfoot Lily 
Sat., July 20 
• Saturdays on Pine at Kelsey-Hutchinson 

Founders Park 6-8:30 p.m. – Lazrluvr
July 23-27
• At CK Swan on N.4th St., a Clara Wil-

liams trunk show 
Tues.,July 23 

• Movie at Hudson Library at 2 PM. 
Watch a stirring WWII drama in which Sir 
Nicholas ‘Nicky’ Winton, a young London 
broker, rescues over 600 children from Nazi-
occupied Czechoslovakia in the months lead-
ing up to World War II. 

Wed., July 24
• Sky Valley Garden Club Art & Crafts 

show 10a to 2p inside the Sky Valley Coun-
try Club in Sky Valley, GA, and is open to the 
public. 

Thurs., July 25
• Bingo fundraiser for The Scaly Moun-

tain Womens Club 6:30-8:30p in the High-
lands Community Building by the ballfield.

Fri. & Sat., July 26 & 27
• At The Bascom, 13th annual Pottery 

Show and Sale 10am - 4pm.
Fri., July 26 
• Friday Night Live showcase on Main 

Street’s Town Square 6-8:30 p.m. – Kettle
Tues July 30
• A HCLT Community Reads: Braiding 

Sweetgrass Section 4 - Braiding Sweetgrass 
(Chapters 18-25) noon to 2p. Albert-Carlton 
Community Library, 249 Frank Allen Rd, Ca-
shiers 

Wed., July 31
• A HCLT Community Reads: Braiding 

Sweetgrass Section 4 - Braiding Sweetgrass 
(Chapters 18-25) 10a – noon. Hudson Library, 
554 Main St, Highlands. Where: Hudson Li-
brary, 554 Main St, Highlands, NC 28741

• Village Nature Series Presents: Restory-
ing Landscapes with John Lane, 5:30-6:30p at 
Lewis Hall at The Village Green 160 Frank Al-
len Rd, Cashiers. Free and open to the public.

Fri., Aug. 2 
• At The Bascom, Artist Talk with TJ Er-

dahl and Beau Raymond from 4:30-6p.
• Friday Night Live in Town Square 6-8:30 

p.m. – Ezra & Katie
Sat., Aug. 3 
• Pop-Up Bag Pipers are scheduled from 

4:30 p.m. to 5 p.m.
• Saturdays on Pine at Kelsey-Hutchinson 

Founders Park 6-8:30 p.m. – The Holiday Band 
Mon., Aug. 5
• High Mountain Squares is sponsoring 

a new class for beginning students beginning 
Monday. The classes will be taught by Keith 
Lester, caller and instructor, from 6:30-8:30pm 
at the Robert C. Carpenter Community 
Building on Highway 441, Franklin, NC. The 
first two of 12 classes are free; the remaining 
ten classes are $50 per person. For more info 
call Betty at 828-787-2324 or Bob at 828-332-
0001. 

Thurs., Aug. 8
• At The Bascom, Artist talk with TJ Er-

dahl and Beau Raymond 4 pm
Fri., Aug. 9 
• Friday Night Live showcases traditional 

mountain music and exceptional local talent 
on Main Street’s Town Square 6-8:30 p.m. – 
ABC Combo 

Featuring 
Mark Mahaffey

Book Signing at 
Highland Hiker

Saturday 
July 13 2-4 PM

Highland Hiker Cabin 
With Refreshments 
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•Highlands Events•
Street’s Town Square 6-8:30 p.m. – 
Southern Highhland Band

Sat. & Sun., Aug. 24-25
• Art and Craft Show in KH 

Founders Park on Pine Street. 10a to 
5p Saturday and 10a to 4p on Sunday. 
Rain or shine.

Sun., Aug. 25
• OEI’s Chef Dinners at The 

Farm. 3RD ANNUAL SUNDAY SUP-
PER. Book Online at OldEdward-
sHospitality.com/ChefDinners 

Thurs.-Sun., Aug. 29-Sept. 1
• At PAC, Highlands Communi-

ty Players presents “The Lifespan of a 
Fact” at 7:30p and 2p on Sunday. For 
tickets go to: www.highlandscashier-
splayers.com or call 828-526-9047.

Fri., Aug. 30 
• Friday Night Live showcases 

traditional mountain music and 
exceptional local talent on Main 
Street’s Town Square 6-8:30 p.m. – 
Spare Parts Bluegrass Band 

Sat., Aug. 31 
• Saturdays on Pine at Kelsey-

Hutchinson Founders Park 6-8:30 
p.m. – Full Circle

Fri., Sept. 6 
• Friday Night Live showcases 

traditional mountain music and 
exceptional local talent on Main 
Street’s Town Square 6-8:30 p.m. – 
Johnny Webb Band

Sat., Sept. 7 
Pop-Up Bag Pipers are sched-

uled from 4:30 p.m. to 5 p.m.
• Saturdays on Pine features 

a variety of popular, regional bands 
and musicians at Kelsey-Hutchinson 
Founders Park 6-8:30 p.m. – Steel 
Toe Stiletto 

Fri., Sept. 13 
• Friday Night Live showcases 

traditional mountain music and 
exceptional local talent on Main 
Street’s Town Square 6-8:30 p.m. – 
Silly Ridge

Sat., Sept. 14 
• Saturdays on Pine at Kelsey-

Hutchinson Founders Park 6-8:30 
p.m. – High 5

Sun. Sept. 15
• The Literacy & Learning 

Center fall fundraising event “Cel-
ebration of Education” at Wildcat 
Cliffs Country Club. Guest Speaker 
– Shelby Van Pelt, author of Remark-
ably Bright Creatures.

Sat., Aug. 10 
• Saturdays on Pine at Kelsey-

Hutchinson Founders Park 6-8:30 
p.m. – Will Thompson Band

Fri., Aug. 16 
• Friday Night Live showcases 

traditional mountain music and 
exceptional local talent on Main 
Street’s Town Square 6-8:30 p.m. – 
Steady Hand String Band

Sat., Aug. 17
• At The Bascom, Blacksmith-

ing Trunk Show 1-5 p.m.
Thurs.-Sun., Aug. 22-25
• At PAC, Highlands Commu-

nity Players presents “The Lifespan 
of a Fact” at 7:30p and 2p on Sun-
day. For tickets go to: www.high-
landscashiersplayers.com or call 
828-526-9047.

Thurs., Aug. 22
• At The Bascom, From the 

Lowlands to the Highlands Exhibi-
tion Reception 5-6:30 pm

Fri., Aug. 23 
• Friday Night Live on Main 

CLE presents: Judicial ethics – 
public trust in the courts

How should the American 
public think about Supreme Court 
justices who fly flags at their homes 
with recognizable political messag-
es, or those who receive millions 
of  dollars’ worth of  gifts from 
those with identifiable interests in 
the cases coming before the court? 

The recent disclosure of  
these events has raised the public’s 
awareness of  the role judicial eth-
ics plays in the perception of  the 
legitimacy and trustworthiness of  
our legal system. 

To help us understand this 
complex and timely issue, the Cen-
ter for Life Enrichment will host a 
presentation on judicial ethics by 
one of  the most esteemed federal 
district court judges in the country: 
Judge Jed Rakoff, a senior judge 
who sits on the District Court for 
the Southern District of  New York 
in Manhattan. 

The presentation will be on 
July 18, from 10a to noon at the 

Peggy Crosby Center. 
Judge Rakoff  has conducted 

over 300 jury trials, written over 
180 published articles, given over 
900 speeches, and delivered over 
2,000 judicial opinions. He is the 
author of  Why the Innocent Plead 
Guilty and the Guilty Go Free: 
And Other Paradoxes of  Our Bro-
ken Legal System. In 2014, For-
tune magazine listed him as one of  
the world’s 50 greatest leaders. His 
distinctions include, among many 
others, the Federal Bar Council’s 
Learned Hand Award for excel-
lence in federal jurisprudence and 
the American College of  Trial 
Lawyers’ Leon Silverman Award 
for Distinguished Public Service. 

This lecture is $30 for CLE 
members and $40 for non-mem-
bers. For more on programs and 
registration, please visit www.
clehighlands.com, call (828) 526-
8811, or visit the office Monday 
through Friday, 9:30am to 4:30pm.

MOVIES
at PAC’s MLPC

Sun., July 14 - 5:30p
Tues., July 16 - 2p and 5:30p

Sun., July 21 - 5:30p
Tues., July 23 - 2p and 5:30p

Tickets:
Adults: $13.20
Children: $11

boxoffice@highlandsperformingarts.com 
828-526-9047

507 Chestnut St. Highlands

...BRIDGE continued from page 1
trance to The Bascom campus, 
was named in honor of  Will 
Henry Stevens, a Southern Mod-
ernist painter who practiced both 
in North Carolina and in New 
Orleans. 

The Tom and Dian Wining-
der and Coleman families helped 
fund the bridge as well as its re-
pairs. The Winingders were on 
hand to cut the ribbon for the re-
dedication and explained why it 
was named in honor of  Stevens.

Potter and Mayor Pat Taylor, 
who ran the pottery studio at The 
Bascom in years past, said the 
town appreciated all the work and 
the people who donated to make 
the day possible. 

“This will be a structure 
that will serve this institution for 
many years to come,” he said.

Dian Winingder, chair of  the 
New Orleans Academy of  Fine 
Arts, who cut the ribbon at the 
re-dedication, said the bridge is 
a connector to The Bascom and 
much more.

“As we re-dedicate today, 
there is a great light on this con-
nection. A new light is now shin-
ing on Will Henry Stevens. He 
was born in 1881 and died in 
1949 and for 27 years he taught 
at Newcomb College in New Or-

leans where my mother was one 
of  this students; he was her men-
tor. Every summer he would bring 
students to these mountains from 
New Orleans and many of  their 
works are housed at the Blue Spiral 
Gallery in Asheville,” she said.

Winingder said from the new 
light emanating from the bridge, 
a stronger, richer connection has 
begun between The Bascom and 
the New Orleans Academy of  Fine 
Arts. For the next six months the 
academy will be curating with The 
Bascom and the Blue Spiral Gallery 
scheduling lectures, workshops, ex-
hibitions and classes all honoring 
the work of  Stevens. With that she 
cut the ribbon and invited all “to let 
your light shine!”

“So today we bring a touch 
of  New Orleans, with a jazz band, 
a second line, and a jazz handker-
chief,” she said.

A jazz band complete with a 
trumpet, a saxophone, a clarinet, 
and snare drum led handkerchief-
waving and parasol-twirling partici-
pants through the bridge from the 
campus to US 64 west. 

Second lines are those fol-
lowing funeral, wedding and festi-
val processions with parasols and 
handkerchiefs.

•See photos on page 17.
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True to Highlands’ July 4th celebration, festivities be-
gan at the town ball field with water rocket flights at 9a 
followed by field games - tug of  war, sack races, water 
balloon toss, frozen T-shirt contest, a MAMA helicopter 
visit and the annual soak down by the Highlands Fire 
& Rescue Dept. At 2p there was a Duck Derby at the 
Bridge at Mill Creak with it all culminating with music 
and fireworks at KH Founders Park on Pine Street.

4th of July Highlands-style!

Photos by Kim Lewicki
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Each Friday and Saturday night from May through 
October, the Highlands Chamber of Commerce/
Visit Highlands, NC hosts live music downtown.

Join us for our July concerts!
All shows take place from 6 – 8:30 p.m.

Outdoor Concert Series

JULY 5
Nitrograss 

JULY 12
Silly Ridge

JULY 19
Leadfoot Lilly

JULY 26
Kettle

visithighlandsnc.com

Friday Night Live 
Town Square | 343 Main St.

Saturdays on Pine 
Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park

Pine  St.
Showcasing traditional

mountain music and local talent Featuring a variety of popular, 
regional bands and musicians 

JULY 6
Blaze the City

JULY 13
Dive Bar Divas 

JULY 20
Lazrluvr

JULY 27
The Breakfast Club 

...GREASE from page 1

Upstairs and Across the 
Walkway at Falls on Main,Highlands

Owner/Stylist: 
Lacy Jane Villardo

Stylists: 
Heather Escandon

Maggie Barden 
Desiray Schmitt 
Lauren Buckely

Nail Tech: 
Jenna Schmitt

Hair • Nails • Waxing 
• Tanning 
• Facials 

Walk-ins Welcome!
Open at 9a Tues.-Sat.

828-526-3939

FREE Family/Children’s Concert & Ice Cream 
Social, Thurs., July 18 at 1st Pres. Church
The Highlands-Cashiers Chamber 

Music Festival will present a free family/
children’s concert and performance en-
titled “Paddington Bear’s First Concert” 
and “The Three Little Pigs” at 3pm on 
Thursday, July 18 at Highlands First Pres-
byterian Church. 

The event is sponsored by Mountain 

Frank O’Donnell Julie Coucheron

Findings and features Julie Coucheron, pi-
ano; Jessica Wu, violin; Martin Gueorgieuv, 
cello; and Frank O’Donnell, narrator. 

Immediately following the perfor-
mance, an Ice Cream Social will be held 
in Coleman Hall, sponsored by Kilwin’s 
of  Highlands. The church is located at the 
corner of  Main and Fifth Streets. 

Jessica Wu Martin Gueorgieuv

mission to reopen.
Though this instance wasn’t related 

to bears who have recently knocked over 
above-ground grease tanks at various food 
establishments in town, it points to the ne-
cessity of  securing and maintaining grease 
trapping apparatus to keep Highlands and 
its water bodies safe.

At a recent Town Board meeting, com-
missioners OK’d amendments to its Code 
of  Ordinances requiring grease tanks – 
where used-grease is stored above ground 
until retrieved via a pumper truck – to be 
secured in various ways so that bears can’t 
tip them over.

They can be bolted to adjacent build-
ings, or walls or to a cement slab as long as 
bears can’t distrub them.

Mayor Taylor said Environmental NC 
has been giving restaurants written notifi-
cations about securing grease tanks as they 
conduct grease -trap inspections.

For Sale By Owner
in

Wildwood Forest

3BED, 3BATH, 2,064 sq. ft.
Mountain View, Wood Decks, 

Screened-in Porch

$995,000

48 Wild Pine Way, Highlands
Short-term rental permitted

Below market price - Broker’s Protected 
Bring all offers

Call: 770-365-3000
briggsallen7703653000@gmail.com
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HM Beauty opening July 24th!

Danielle Adriana
Beauty Specialists 

322 Main St Highlands NC
828-482-1112

• Hair Cuts and Color
• Eyebrow Tints and Facial Waxing

• Dermalogica Facials

Now 
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Sip, Snip and Support! 
A Fundraiser for the 

Highlands Child Development Center 
September 18 at 4 PM 

Church of the Incarnation 
Flower Arranging Demonstration and Childcare Celebration 

4' 
Levels of Support 

Sowing Seeds: $500 
Petal Provider: $1000 
Blooming Buds: $2500 
Focal Flower: $5000 

HCCDC serves 100 children on the Plateau. 
enabling working families to thrive. With a 

mission to make childcare affordable. HCCDC 
relies on community support as tuition covers 

only 50% of expenses. 

Together, we can help children blossom! 

HCC DC is designated as a Four-Star Cent� by the State of NC based on the 
quality of its programs and the educational credentials of the staff and class siz 

already affected vast stretches of  
the planet.

President Biden has endeav-
ored to act against climate change 
throughout his presidency. He 
has enacted over 100 new envi-
ronmental regulations and passed 
legislation that boosts clean en-
ergy (all very easy to fact-check).

Climate denialism is no 
longer a credible option; in real-
ity, it never was. This November 
Americans will have an opportu-
nity to join a united effort with 
other like-minded nations to con-
front global warming.

It’s a certainty that a Presi-
dent Trump (enabled by a fawn-
ing subservient Republican 
Congress) would lay waste to 
the progress the Biden Admin-
istration has achieved and would 
have devastating world-wide con-

sequences. Trump will staff  his 
White House with carefully cho-
sen loyalists --- responsible and 
experienced civil servants need 
not apply.

There was a time the Re-
publican Party would not have 
considered nominating a twice 
impeached congenital liar and 
convicted criminal as its standard-
bearer nor turned its back on fact-
based truth, law and order, or the 
Constitution.

The presence of  a convicted 
criminal on the ballot for President 
of  the United States is itself  an af-
front to everything I was taught 
and grew up believing this coun-
try stands for. Veterans especially, 
should be repulsed and outraged.

This vital (and possibly fi-
nal) free election may well deter-
mine whether we as a people are 

as moral and decent as we’d like 
to believe --- or as fatally flawed 
and depraved as some of  us fear 
we’ve become.

David L. Snell 
Franklin

...LETTERS continued from page 7

Is Christian 
Nationalism 

either?
On September 27, 1953, I was 

baptized & joined Second Avenue 
(United) Methodist Church. Ten 
years later, I felt God’s clear call 
into the ministry. In preparation 
for my life of  service, I received an 
undergraduate & two post graduate 
degrees. I also was an adjunct Pro-
fessor at Candler School of  Theol-
ogy, Emory University for 19 years. 
Most importantly, I was an active 
United Methodist minister for over 
half  a century. So I have a pretty 
good practical, biblical, theological 
and intellectual understanding of  
what Christianity is and what it isn’t. 

Therefore, if  I understand it 
correctly, Christian Nationalism is 
a movement which hopes to bring 

their vision of  Christian values 
to bear more strongly upon our 
common culture and government 
today. They would like to empha-
size the Christian nature of  our 
national identity as a rebuke to the 
more diverse and inclusive move-
ments within our American society 
in recent years. While I’m all for 
people being motivated by their 
faith to participate in the political 
process, I am concerned that mix-
ing faith and politics, especially the 
necessarily coercive role that gov-
ernment must have, is not a good 
idea. Simply put, I fear that Chris-
tian Nationalism is not helpful to 
either the Christian faith or to our 
nation.

It is too simple to say that 
America was founded as a Chris-
tian country. Like most things, it 
is more complex than that. True, 
most of  the original colonists were 
Christians; however, for many, the 
main reason they braved the North 
Atlantic in those tiny boats, was to 
get away from other Christians 
who wanted to impose their ver-
sion of  our common faith upon 
them. Also, once they got here, 
they wanted to keep their com-
munities in line with their version 
of  Christianity and often sent oth-
ers packing if  they didn’t agree. 

(See Roger Williams and Rhode 
Island.) For sure, all our found-
ers were agreed that the newly 
formed United States of  Amer-
ica should never have a national 
Church, like the one they fled in 
England.

Our founders were of  many 
different minds about the Chris-
tian religion. Thomas Jefferson 
snipped out all the miracles in 
the Scriptures to produce a much 
thinner and more acceptable Bi-
ble upon which to base his skepti-
cal faith. Other founding fathers 
practiced a faith called Deism. 
Not only Christianity, but the 
Scottish Enlightenment shaped 
our culture and society. That’s 
why we have a free enterprise 
capitalist economy today. Amer-
ica was founded by people who 
had lots of  different ideas about 
both Christianity and what sort 
of  country America ought to be. 
We are at our best when we pro-
tect each other’s views, especially 
those different from our own.

This is even more important 
now, when Christianity is one of  
many different religions followed, 
or not followed, by Americans to-
day. Occasionally folks are so con-
vinced their religious and political 
views are the right ones that they 
can’t imagine anyone else could 
possibly see things differently. 
Even worse, they believe that if  
people aren’t willing to change 
their minds, then the thing to do 
is to expunge those ideas, and if  
necessary, the people who hold 
them, from our society. Exam-
ples abound: The Inquisition, the 
Crusades, and the Reformation; 
as well as the rise of  the fascist 
regimes in Italy and Germany of  
the Second World War and the 
communist revolutions in Russia, 
China, Cuba and elsewhere in our 
modern times.

Here’s a reliable clue to im-
minent danger: Coercion. If  your 
movement is determined to force 
others to see things the way you 
do, it is neither Christian nor 
American. If  your vision of  God 
or for the country is so much bet-
ter: show me, convince me; but 
don’t tell me that I’m not a Chris-
tian or a patriotic American if  I 
don’t agree.

Rev. Dr. Mike Cordle
UMC Minister, Retired
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Will Henry Stevens Bridge re-dedication and 
Community Day at The Bascom, Sat., July 6

Photos by Kim Lewicki
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Pastor, Emily Wilmarth
First Presbyterian Church

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315

Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30; Worship 10:30
CHAPEL OF THE SKY

Sky Valley. GA • 706-746-2999 
Sundays: 10 a.m. Worship; Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 

CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 
The Rev’d Dr. Michael Matlock, Rector

464 U.S. Hwy. 64E, Cashiers, NC 
CAC@christanglicancashiers.org • 828-743-1701

Sunday: 9:30a Adult Christian Ed; 10:30a Holy Eucharist;
6p Contemplative Worship; Wed: 6p Potluck, Bible Study
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470 www.cashiers.church

Sun. S.S 9:30a,10:45a & 6p thru Oct. 27 informal contemplative 
service with communion and healing prayer; Tues. Guys study 

8am. Gals 10am.; Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.
Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
CHURCH IN THE WILDWOOD, 

Horsecove Rd, Highlands - 919-523-7067 
Traditional Hymn Sing Sundays 7-8p, thru Sept 21. 

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sundays: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am

Wednesdays: Youth 5:30-7pm; Women’s Bible Study: Mondays 
4:30pm, Tuesdays 10am; Men’s Bible Study: Wednesdays & Thurs-

days 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY

706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org

Sunday: Rite I, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite II with Choir 10:30 
am in Sanctuary, Wed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, Morn-

ing Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Women’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Emily Wilmarth, pastor 
828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org

Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.
Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m. Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship

242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376

In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
 909a Bluegrass and 11a Traditional

 www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdrof

Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

Franklin • 828-634-1312 • mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: 1st /Fri. and 3rd Sat. 

and Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur. 
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church. 4224 Big Ridge 

(4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Youth Group 6 p.m.; Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Tues. - 9:30am; Thurs. - 9:30am; Sat. 4pm; Sun. - 11am 

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon; 
Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

Sunday Rites-Holy Eucharist: 8a. 9:30 & 11a
Visit our website www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com for 

schedules of activities. 
Our Bazaar Barn is open Thurs. - Sat. 10a -2p.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

I arrived at a church meeting recently only to find one of  
the other attendees distraught. She had just experienced a 
moment of  road rage on Main Street.
What a shock! When I moved to Highlands 10 years ago, 

I was told that in this small town, everyone is so friendly, no 
one honks their horns. (I moved here from New Jersey, so 
I don’t know if  this was a warning or just a bit of  friendly 
advice.) Even though I’ve only been here a decade, my experi-
ence has been that as we get more crowded, particularly in the 
summer, tensions on Main Street, or in the Highlands Plaza 
parking lot, can get high. It’s also been my experience that 
the blame for incidents of  rudeness on the road usually gets 
placed on outsiders. Tourists. People who aren’t “from here.”

It’s true: people who aren’t from Highlands don’t know 
everything great about this place. Things like our unusually 
high percentage per capita of  non-profits that support people 
in need. Or the amazing people who are dedicated to public 
service. Or our causal rule about not honking at each other. 

Those who are “from here” (a debatable status, by the 
way - how many years of  residence makes you “from here”?) 
have a choice. We can look at outsiders as the people who 
cause our problems. We can grumble about the tourists who 
don’t know better when it comes to honking or following the 
arrows in the Highlands Plaza parking lot. I know I’ve had my 
share of  complaints.

Or, we can consider what Jesus tells us about our neigh-
bors. In the famous parable of  the Good Samaritan, an obedi-
ent, faithful man asks Jesus who his neighbor is. Rather than 
answering directly, Jesus tells a story to illustrate his teaching. 
He tells about a man who fell into the hands of  robbers, and 
was left, near death, on the side of  the road. A preacher walked 
by and ignored the man. A local resident walked by and ig-
nored the man. Finally, an outsider, a Samaritan, encountered 
the injured man. Instead of  walking by, the outsider stepped in 
to help, providing healing and compassion.

Jesus encourages disciples to see that our neighbors are 
not only people who are “from here.” Our neighbors aren’t 
limited to the people we grew up with, or the people in our 
families, or the people who look or think like us. Our neigh-
bors are the people in our midst. In a resort town, that’s a chal-
lenge! You may be a visitor and not very invested in this place, 
or you may be a native, and not that interested in the visitors. 
But Jesus calls his followers to love our neighbors as ourselves. 

It’s not just a matter of  visitors/residents. There are 
plenty of  issues that divide us from each other. There is plenty 
to disagree about. We don’t always act neighborly, lovingly, to-
ward the people in our midst. 

But we could. And when we do, the incidents of  road 
rage diminish. Acts of  violence decrease. When we are will-
ing to view every person in our midst as someone worthy of  
love, dignity, and compassion, it not only helps the community 
around us. It helps our own hearts. 

I believe it’s a worthy challenge for us all.

When everyone 
matters, 
everyone wins
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Highlands Police entries from July 
1. Only the names of persons arrested, 
issued a summons/citation, issued a 
Class-3 misdemeanor or those of public 
officials have been used. 

July 1
• At 12:25 p.m., officers responded to a 

2-vehicle accident in the Mountain Fresh park-
ing lot.on Main Street.

July 5
• At 3:11 p.m., officers responded to a 

1-vehicle accident on US 64 west near Mirror 
Lake Road.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue log 
from July 2.

July 2
• At 6:58 a.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on Cheney Lane.
• A little past midnight, the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at a location on the 
Dillard Road.

• At 2:42 p.m., the dept. responded to a 
motor vehicle accident on Buck Creek Road.

• At 9:59 p.m., the dept. responded to a 
fire alarm at a residence on Foreman Road.

July 3
• At 9:31 a.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on Upper Lake Road.
• At 11:42 a.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on Sagee Drive.
July 4
• At 6:01 a.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on Hudson Road.
• At 11:14 a.m., the dept. responded to 

a medical alarm at a location on Main Street.
• At 2:50 p.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on Potter Lane.
• At 8:06 p.m., the dept. was first-respond-

ers to a residence on Country Club Drive.
• At 10:13 p.m., the dept. provided public 

assistance at a location on Old Rock Road.
• At 11:07 p.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on Clear Creek Road.
July 5
• At 8:02 a.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on Picklesimer Road.
• At 7:25 p.m., the dept. provided public 

assistance at a residence on Cheney Lane.
• At 6:25 p.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a location on S. 4th Street.
July 6
• At 4:22 p.m., the dept. responded to a 

Co2 alarm at a residence on Summit Trail.
July 7
• At 9:48 a.m., the dept. responded to a 

call of a tree down on Wilson Road.
• At 11:16 a.m., the dept. responded to a 

fire alarm at a residence on Falls Drive West.
July 8
• A little past midnight, the dept. respond-

ed to a motor vehicle accident on the Dillard 
Road.

• At 3:22 p.m., the dept. provided public 
assistance at a residence on Whiteside Moun-
tain Road.

• At 7:35 p.m., the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Spruce Lane.

• At 8:24 p.m., the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a location on Main Street.

MHK Architecture
Highlands Wine Shoppe
Mountain Theatre Co.

Don Leon’s
One Wicker Cheese
The Secret Garden

Spice and Tea
Elevations

Diane McPhail
Michele Schwartz
Isabelle Ambrose
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Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 log cabins nestled in 
the hemlocks 

on 25 acres at the base 
of Whiteside 
Mountain.

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Grading • Lot Clearing • Retaining Wall
Driveways • Septic Placement

Call Raul 
706-982-3803 
706-970-7638
828-347-0255

valenciagrading@gmail.com

Paul Corbin
Owner

A&O LANDSCAPING SERVICES, LLC

828-371-2240
pcorbin1631@aol.com

Quality Tree Care & Removal 18+ years

Fully Insured828-200-9217

estimates@mendozatree.com
mendozatreeservices.com

HIGHLANDS CHURCH
9a Sunday mornings

LIVE STREAM: Andy Stanley

Following Jesus makes your life better,
And makes you better at life!

For details, text Bee at 404-307-1415

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

Cosmos Flowers

Store: 828-526-0044
Cell: 828-200-6101

cosmosflowersnc@gmail.com
95 Highlands Plaza

Follow us
Instagram and facebook

@cosmosflowersnc

Full Service Florist

Buck Creek Rd - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Road near the hospital

CHESTNUT STORAGE
Storage Units Available
Secure 24-Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045 Look for our sign!

Crane 
Rentals 
Available

• • •
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•Classifieds•

• See CLASSIFIEDS page 22

► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Off ce: 828-526-8784 

ryan.bears@allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP  
HHIIGGHHLLAANNDDS & CS & CAASHSHIIEERRS NS NCC

2460 Cashiers Road • Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com

Kiln dried 
FIREWOODFIREWOOD
Delivery or pickup

Al  Stoneham
Realtor-Broker 

Luxury Home Specialist 
Licensed in NC & GA

Cell: 828-332-9767
al.stoneham@allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP  
HIHIGGHLHLAANNDSDS//SSCCAALLYY M MOOUUNNTTAAIINN//CCAASSHIHIEERRSS

Simplify 
... your home & life 

Assistance every step of the 
way organizing your home 

- Decluttering to reclaim your serenity. 

- Downsizing made hassle-free. 

- Relocating with seamless transition. 

- Home Staging 6 Redesign for a 

picture-perfect look. 

- Help with sorting, packing, 

unpacking, organizing, and donating. 

Wendy Jones-Trobert 
Home Organization Specialist 

Email: 

wendyjt333@gmail.com 

Kim’s Compassionate Care
Skilled Hands & A Warm Heart

Kimberly Ferrell
Certified Nursing Assistant/Caregiver

CPR Certified
30+ years experience
References Available

828-347-2542

LISA THOMPSON
DOG SITTING

• daily drop-in visits
• overnight stays
• dog walking
• have passport will travel 

828.424.4637

FOR SALE
SEASONED FIREWOOD - Any size load. call 828-

342-6806. (st. 1/25)
LAND FOR SALE - 3 tracts, 7.5 miles south of High-

lands, 8.64 acres with spring, by far the best view in the area 
at $200,000; 6.12 acres with spring (already subdivided into 
2, 3-acre lots) $140,000; 3.99 acres with southern exposure, 
$70,000. 828-974-1137. (8/29)

TINY HOME LOTS FOR SALE. $55k-$85k ea. 
Each lot comes with water, power, and sewer run to each 
lot. www.TinyMountainEstates.com for more info. (st. 11/22)

RV SITE - class A only - in Wildflower Creek RV Re-
sort. Just minutes from Highlands and Sky Valley. Full hook-
up, concrete pad, landscaped and storage shed. Reduced 
$192,500. For more info call 828-421-1709 or email bobn-
nancync@gmail.com. (st. 1/25)

FOR RENT
3BR, 2BA HOME close to Highlands. Inquiries call 

828-226-2911. (st. 7/4)
DREAM SUMMER GETAWAY IN KEY LARGO, 

FLORIDA. Newly remodeled 2 bed 3 bath condo on the 
bay. Amazing sunset views, great amenities and more. Casa-
PalmaKeyLargo.com. (st. 5/23)

2 BDRM/2 BATH FURNISHED APT - liv-
ing room with fireplace, dining area, full kitchen- 
huge covered porch - W/D - 1.5 miles from Main 
St. $2,500 month utilities included - available now.  
561-310-5085. (st. 5/9)

SEASONAL NEW LOG CABIN ON SAGEE 
DRIVE. 2 bedroom & 2 bath suites on Creek. 1 1/2 mile to 
downtown. Monthly or seasonally $8,700 (1) month $7,200 
(3) Months. email: renee7726@gmail.com (st. 5/2)

WORKFORCE HOUSING - 2 bedroom/2 bath and 
3 bedroom/2 bath with between Highlands & Cashiers. In-
cludes hi-speed internet, water, & washer/dryer. No dogs. In-
quires, Marcy (706) 982-0444 or (828)-482-4239, (st. 5/2/24)

HELP WANTED
TRAINED SINGER NEEDED TO CANTOR Sun-

day morning Masses at Our Lady of the Mountains (High-
lands) and St. Jude (Cashiers / Sapphire) Catholic churches. 
Qualifications: strong vocal and sightreading skills; technical 
ability to access music digitally; experience singing in liturgi-
cal settings; commitment to Sundays, Holy Week, Christmas 
services. Pay negotiable. Contact: 828-526-2418 or olmoun-
tainshighlands@rcdoc.org. (7/25) 

ORGANIST/PIANIST NEEDED to play for 11am 
Sunday worship services and Wednesday evening choir re-
hearsals (5:30-7pm) at First Presbyterian Church, Highlands, 
NC. $20K annual salary. No administrative duties involved. 
Our organ is a circa 2004 16-rank 2 manual Wicks pipe or-
gan. For more information, contact Angie Jenkins, Director of 
Music Ministry @ 828-200-0183

ESTABLISHED CUSTOM HOMEBUILDER IN 
HIGHLANDS/CASHIERS area looking for project su-
perintendent to manage multiple sites and subcontractors. 
Please send resume to: JW Underwood Construction LLC 
P.O. Box 147, Highlands NC 2974. Or email: john@jwunder-
woodconstruction.com (st. 5/2)

SERVICES 
CAREGIVER/SITTER with 40 years experience avail-

able for part-time personal care, errands, transportation, meals, 
etc. Highlands full-time resident. Robert Doe 828.399.0262. 
(st. 6/13)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDYMAN – Chat-
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...CLASSIFIEDS continued from page 21

...PLAYGROUND continued from page 1

los Construction – Remodels, 
Additions, Framing, Siding, Roofing, 
Decks, Painting. References. Insured. 
828-200-4071. (4/25) 

MURPHY’S PAINT CO. 
- interior/exterior painting/sheet-
rock repair/wallpaper removal/
log homes/decks. Insured. Free 
estimates. 828-332-0525 or 828-

THE 
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!
Here, There and Everywhere ... 

the Atlanta area, too!

828.200.3050 
bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net

421-8600. (8/1)
N E E D  F U R N I T U R E 

MOVED OR ANYTHING 
HAULED AWAY? Call or text 
James of Going Gone at 828-421-
2655. (3/28)

A N Y T H I N G  G O E S 
CLEAN-UP SERVICE Complete 
property cleanup - house, garage, 

property, etc. Call at 828-200-2855. 
(st. 9/28)

HIGH COUNTRY PHO-
TO/KEVIN VINSON: scanning 
photos, slides & negatives to CD 
or DVD for easier viewing. Video 
transfer to DVD. Everything done 
in house. Leave message at 828-
526-5208.

ever, the original intent of  the bill, 
including the language pertaining 
to Cullasaja Gorge was retained. 

HB593 addresses a pressing 
safety concern in Macon County 
by increasing the penalty for vio-
lating the current vehicle restric-
tion law on a particularly danger-
ous road. 

“The frequent incidents of  
large commercial trucks getting 
stuck on this road have created 
hazardous conditions for resi-

dents and first-responders, while 
diverting essential resources from 
the community,” said Rep. Gil-
lespie. “HB593 aims to enhance 
road safety and ensure that our 
first-responders can focus on serv-
ing and protecting our residents.” 

G.S. 20-115.1 also provides 
length limitations for motor ve-
hicle combinations consisting of  
truck tractors and tandem trailers 
or semitrailers. The Department 
of  Transportation has adopted 

a rule prohibiting truck trac-
tors with trailers longer than 30 
feet on a segment of  US Route 
64 (Gorge Road) between State 
Road 1533 (Walnut Creek Road) 
and NC Highway 106 (Dillard 
Road) in Macon County. 

HB593 would make a viola-
tion of  the motor vehicle combi-
nation length restrictions on the 
segment of  US 64 between Wal-
nut Creek and the Dillard Road 
subject to an additional civil pen-
alty.

...TRUCK continued from page 1

port the Highlands Community 
Playground Project. After a mo-
tion by Commissioner John Shearl 
seconded by Commissioner Josh-
ua Young, the board voted 5-0 to 
pledge $350,000 to the playground 
project. Both commissioners stat-
ed there isn’t a better return on in-
vestment than allocating money to 
the playground project.

The money appropriated 
from the county’s fund balance will 
help the playground committee 
meet its goal to raise the $1.7 mil-
lion needed to construct the new 
playground. Other funding sourc-
es for the project include $250,000 
allocated from the Town of  High-
lands as well as $200,000 in private 
funding and donations.

An additional $300,000 is 
hoped to be raised through other 
private funding and donations in-
cluding several upcoming fund-
raisers planned to benefit the play-
ground project. The group has also 
applied for a $500,000 Parks and 
Recreation Trust Fund (PARTF) 
grant from the state which is ex-
pected to be announced in August.

The goal of  the playground 
committee is to provide a safe, fun, 
all-inclusive playground for chil-
dren of  all ages and ability levels. 
The new playground will replace 

the inadequate playground, cur-
rently located at the Highlands 
Civic Center Recreation Park and 
will be expanded over the grounds 
located adjacent to the tennis 
courts, skateboard park and park-
ing lot restrooms.

“The existing playground is in 
a sad state of  repairs and is very 
minimal,” said Highlands Town 
Commissioner Brian Stiehler, co-
chair of  the playground project. 
“It really is just a mulched facility 
with one piece of  equipment and 
two swings.”

“I will never forget as a father 
when my daughter was about three 
years old, she did a faceplant off  
those swings and was drug over 
the mulch,” he added. “Since then, 
it has always been a goal of  mine 
to have something better in High-
lands.”

The playground committee, 
under the leadership of  Highlands 
Town Commissioners Jeff  Weller 
and Stiehler, has collaborated with 
Carolina Parks and Play out of  
Charlotte to create a playground 
that focuses on a native theme. 
The playground will feature natu-
ral elements such as sliding boards 
hollowed out to resemble tree 
stumps and earth tone colors of  
nature. The project will utilize 

the hillside on the site to feature 
downhill slides.

The committee is also work-
ing with the Highlands Nature 
Center to create an area of  the 
playground for a built-in scaven-
ger hunt to teach children about 
native species and animals com-
plete with a large salamander chil-
dren can play on. The goal is to 
have a fun, as well as, educational 
playground.

The new playground will 
be a good resource for the com-
munity, helping to bring families 
together by providing healthy and 
safe activities. Additional benefits 
will encourage kids to get off  
screens helping to develop social 
skills, creativity and mental/phys-
ical development while playing.

Donations for the new play-
ground can be mailed to Town 
of  Highlands – Playground, PO 
Box 460, Highlands, NC 28741 
or by credit card by calling (828) 
526-2118. Donations to the play-
ground project are tax deductible.

Weller said he hoped to have 
all funding for the playground in 
place before the end of  summer. 
He said it could take up to five 
months to receive playground 
equipment once ordered. Con-
struction is slated to begin in the 
spring with the new playground 
completed by fall of  2025.
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Vacation Rentals 

Highlands is calling 

Sales, Vacation Rentals, 
and Property Management 

Since 1941 

401 N. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com

info@highlandsiscalling.com
 https://www.facebook.com/CRVRHighlandsiscalling/
 https://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals

 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

11

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery
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K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

3

Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

Darlene  Conley
Mountain Luxury

Your Dream. Your Journey. YOU’RE 
HOME!

Dedicated to finding the home you’ve 
always wanted.

Cell: 404-427-2448
darlene.conley@ allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//  
PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522

www.highlandsproperties.com

Wei chert. 
REALTORS 

Highlands Properties 

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 2”

Trusted advisors 
providing impeccable 
personalized service

ALLEN TATE REALTORS/PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUPALLEN TATE REALTORS/PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP
(404) 219-1349 (404) 219-1349 •• HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC

HATHAWAY 
BERKSHIRE 

I REALTY 
MEADOWS MOUNTAIN 

HOMESEAVICES 

MITZI RAUERS 
Broker / Luxury Collection 
Specialist 
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

Office: 828-526-4663 
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com 

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

555 &537 N 5th St. 
Highlands

4.80 acres
LIVE 

IN THE HEART 
OF HIGHLANDS!

$5,950,000

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA



Cell: 843-576-9653 
Office: 828-526-4663 
cole@landmarkrg.com 
(i @highlandsncrealestate 

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

8

9

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

Open Year-Round • 6 days a week
343-D Main Street • 526-4035

Open 
7 days 

Lunch & 
Dinner

11a-3:30p 
&

5:30-til?

8

www.wildthymegourmet.com

Wed. through Sun.

Bistro opens at 4p
Dinner begins at 5:30p 

Taste the difference, Always fresh.

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

It is a privilege to work with you.

#1 Broker
in HCMLS

$1 BILLION
Total Career Sales Volume

TOP
100 Sotheby’s International Realty Agent Worldwide

Thank you.

TOP
Broker in North Carolina since 2016

JODY LOVELL | (828) 226.6303

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

42 Years of Fine Dining
Open 
5:30-9p 

April Days:
Tues. - Sat.

OPEN HOUSES THIS WEEKEND!
Open to the Public. See ad on page 23

HIGHLANDS CASHIERS

Every home ... 
has a story. 

Let us tell yours.

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com
210 North Fifth Street, 
Highlands, NC 28731

 Deborah “Bee” Gleeson 
404.307.1415 

BeeGlee4@Gmail.com 
and

Pat Gleeson
828.782.0472 

PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.

JULIE OSBORN 
& PAT ALLEN

MORE THAN 33 YEARS OF
EXEMPLARY SERVICE ON THE PLATEAU

VOTED AMERICA’S BEST

828.200.6165 | 828.200.9179
julie.osborn@allentate.com
pat.allen@allentate.com

Our clients rate us 5 out of 5

 5


