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Epidemic Status 

e Growing

e Likely Growing

0 Stable or Uncertain 

e Likely Declining

e Declining

0 Not Estimated

COVID: Summer bump in cases is nationwide
North Carolina, Highlands and Cashiers have not been immune

Failure at Duke substation is reason 
for Saturday’s in-town outages

By Kim Lewicki
A breakdown at the Duke 

substation in Highlands mid-
morning Saturday, July 13 caused 

about a 10-hour power outage and 
then short-lived outages Saturday 
and Sunday evenings.

Not all of  Highlands was 

without power for those initial 10 
hours – from about 11 am to 8 pm 
- but one of  the two quadrants, 

Public speaks 
out against 
changes to 3 

MC ordinances
By Kristin Fox

Proposed changes to three 
of  Macon County’s ordinances 
drew a larger than normal crowd 
at the recent July meeting of  the 
Macon County Board of  Commis-
sioners. Since the crowd exceeded 
the room capacity for the commis-
sioners’ boardroom, the meeting 
was moved upstairs to a court-
room as required by the fire code. 

The July meeting included 
proposed changes presented dur-
ing three separate public hearings 
for the Soil Erosion and Sedimen-
tation Control Ordinance, Water-
shed Protection Ordinance and 
Flood Damage Prevention Ordi-
nance. During public comment, 
citizens were given three minutes 
to speak on the proposed changes 
to each ordinance. 

Most citizens who spoke ex-
pressed their opposition to the 
adoption of  the proposed changes 

By Kim Lewicki
COVID is making the 

rounds this summer with youth 
camps and private events in High-
lands cancelled, though there isn’t 
an uptick in hospitalizations at 
HC Hospital.

“Highlands-Cashiers Hospital 
has no patients hospitalized with 
COVID as of  Tuesday,” said Nan-
cy Lindell with Mission Public and 
Media Relations.  

But people in town have it, 
nonetheless.

This time around, thanks 
to the number of  people inocu-
lated, the cases and symptoms are 
typically milder but regardless, like 
Highlands Pharmacy owner Sher-
ry Sims says, “It’s not going away. 
It’s here to stay.”

“We are seeing a spike be-
cause this is our highest populated 
season with people here from ev-
ery where,” she said.

Sims said people are buying 
at-home test kits as well as cold 
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A recent editorial in one 
of  our local newspapers 
asked how many tourists 

Highlands can handle in a given 
period of  time. Other cities across 
the globe are asking similar ques-
tions. In Barcelona, Spain, orga-
nized groups are now confronting 
tourists by squirting them with 
water guns and telling them to go 
home. Residents there are revolt-
ing against mass tourism. While I 
certainly do not wish to see such 
a situation in Highlands, the ques-
tion posed by the local editorial does have 
merit.

Highlands has assets and factors that 
make this community highly desirable for 
transient tourists and people looking for per-
manent residences. I have, and still contend, 
that we are not just a tourist town; rather, 
Highlands has a long history of  also being a 
retreat community. These days, with access 
to airports and unlimited broadband, people 
have the option of  working from anywhere, 
even in remote Highlands. I am very much 
supportive of  more full-time or transitional 
residents locating in our community. These 

residents are the backbone of  the 
community.

Climate change will continue 
to drive people, whether tourists 
or those seeking permanent or 
transitory residence, to the High-
lands Plateau. Just this month, 
places across the country have 
experienced days averaging 100 
degrees or more, but Highlands 
remained in the low 80s. If  this 
temperature differential remains, 
folks will retreat to the plateau to 
escape the extreme heat. Even 

now we are already experiencing a super-
residential building boom, where houses are 
going up in cost by millions of  dollars.

A chart recently produced by Smoky 
Mountain Host Network is revealing about 
why visitors come to Western North Caroli-
na. Festivals, dining, and local shopping have 
seen modest increases in attracting visitors in 
the 13% range. The huge increases have been 
in tourists seeking to visit towns, outdoor 
recreation like fishing and biking at 66.7%, 
visiting historic sites at 46.7%, and, unfor-
tunately, in my opinion, motorcycle riding at 
66.7%. The two biggest attractors are hiking 
73.3% and nature viewing 100%. All this data 
informs me that Highlands is strategically po-
sitioned to be a tourist destination and a place 
to retreat to and relocate permanently—all 
good news.

But I also see challenges that go back to 
the recent editorial about how much tourism 
the community can handle. The traditional 
economic model is based on an ever-expand-
ing market where more and more is better. 
But in the tourist industry that expansive 
model has drawbacks, as witnessed in

Barcelona. Residents there contend cost 
of  housing and living expenses are driving lo-
cal residents out of  the city, not to mention 
other concerns about quality of  life. We see 
some of  these impacts affecting the plateau, 
with housing costs off  the charts to where 
any plan to provide workforce housing is 
becoming very problematic. Traffic too is 
increasing.

I see limitations on infrastructure capac-
ity to handle more and more tourists and, to 
some degree, more permanent residents. Be-
ing surrounded by the national forest attracts 
visitors wanting to view nature and hike, but 
it also limits land available for expansion.

I attended a transportation planning 
meeting this past week with regional, county, 

Water guns are not the answer but ...
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SU N DAY,  AUGUST  25

BUY TICKETS

WITH CHEF SAM FORE of TUK TUK SRI LANKAN BITES  
& CHEF DAVID BANCROFT of ACRE
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Connecting the Highlands with Fast, Reliable Service with Local Support

We have the solution
to your frustrations:

All trademarks are property of their respective owners. Fision services provided by Hotwire Communications, Ltd. © 2024

Call 833.986.1570
Email highlands@hotwiremail.com
Stop By 670 N 4th St.

Never-ending buffering

Long response times when experiencing an internet 
issue

Impersonalized technician assistance

Unreliable speeds

Slow, shared connections

Your Current Provider

1 Gbps download/1 Gbps upload 

Guaranteed hardwired speeds

Local Highlands sales and service team 

Personal concierge level service

Direct Fiber-to-the-Home connection

Our Fiber-Optic Connectivity
is Unmatched by Our Competitors HIGH SPEED

INTERNET

1 GIG
with FREE whole-home Wi-Fi

2 GIG now available!

6999$
per month for 12 months

•Biz/Org News •

Bonnie Potts, and Rotary President Randy Foster.
This week at the Rotary Club of Highlands, 
the club heard from Rotarian Bonnie Potts, 
executive director of the Literacy and Learn-
ing Center of Highlands. Under Bonnie’s direc-
tion, the Center has grown exponentially in its 
scope and accomplishments. The new big push 
is to get a NC certified Pre-K program open 
in Highlands by the beginning of this school 

year starting with 18 children. The Center 
already has many programs benefitting High-
lands such as GED (High School Equivalen-
cy), English as Second Language, Senior Book 
Exchange, and more. Always in need of tutors 
and volunteers, reach out to the Literacy and 
Learning Center to see how you can help. 
Call 828-526-0863.
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•Highlands Dining•

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House 

Open for 
LUNCH

Wednesday-Saturday
11:30-3p Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round

Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Lunch: 11a-3:30p 
Dinner: 

5:30p - until

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square • Next to Pine St. Park

Sandwich shop and gourmet food market
Open Year-Round

Mon.-Fri.. 11:30a to 5p • Sat. 12-5p (and during Music in the Park Saturday nights!)

Offering a variety of 
hot and cold specialty sandwiches, 

various salads, desserts and charcuterie pre-
pared by a Johnson & Wales certified chef. Stop 
by and enjoy a hot sandwich, a cup of home-

made soup and a daily pasta salad. We have in-
door and outdoor courtyard seating, and a large 
variety of drink options including wine and beer.

Can’t linger? 
Call (828) 305-7509 to place a pick-up order.

The Secret Garden

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

42 Years of Fine Dining
Open
5:30-9p

7 Days a 
Week

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807 
wolfgangs.net

Wednesday - Sunday
Bistro Opens at 4pm | Dining Room at 5:30pm

American Cuisine with a  
Creole Twist and German Flair

Celebrating Our 30th Year 
Taste the Difference, Always Fresh!

Open
7 Days 
a Week

Open for
SUNDAY BRUNCH

with Blue Grass music
10a-3p

Open for 
DINNER

Wednesday-Saturday
5:30-9p

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590
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• See LETTERS page 9

•Dining•

Monday - Thursday, 11 am - 3 pm
Friday - Saturday, 11 am - 8 pm

226 South 4th Street • Highlands, NC 
Highlandsburrito.com

NEW DINNER HOURS!

A HIGHLANDER MOUNTAIN HOUSE HOTEL 

COFFEE BAR NOW OPEN 

Th1mday through Sunday -- Ji-om Sam --

790 North +ch Street, Highlands I info@oucposcinnhighlands.com f 828-482-7716 

Edelweiss Pastry Boutique 
Homecrafted Scratch Bakery 

Desserts made from fine ingredients and 
Belgium Chocolate

Weddings, Catering, Bread, Patisserie and 
Custom Cakes

10a-4p Wednesday-Sunday
828-200-2700

892 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

•Obituaries•

Rickey David Talley, age 62, husband of  Reba Black-
well Talley, went home to be with the Lord on Wednesday 
July 10, 2024. 

He is now rejoined with his son, DJ Madison Talley; 
grandparents, Arthur Madison Talley “Deck” and Myrtle 
Estelle Talley; and Rev. David Wilson. 

He is survived by his loving wife, Reba; two sons, Da-
vid Talley (Marina) and Richard Talley (Tina); three grand-
children, Madison, Justin, and Ryder; mom/grammy, Nao-
mi Chastain; dad, Joe Talley (Sue); stepdad, Jack Marcus; 
half-brothers, Joe Wayne Talley, Barry Marcus, and Mark 
Marcus; along with several claimed children. 

A funeral service was held Wednesday, July 17th at 
1pm at Clear Creek Baptist Church in Highlands. Burial 
was in the church cemetery. 

Pallbearers were Richard Talley, David Talley, Mike 
Shaw, Taylor Lee, Logan Orr, and Billy Higdon. Honorary 
pallbearers were Wesley Thomas, Bradley Blackwell, Rob-
bie McCall, Casey Barnes, and Michael Keener. 

Online condolences can be made at www.maconfu-
neralhome.com. Macon Funeral Home handled the ar-
rangements. 

Rickey David Talley

Grat L. Rosazza, native of  Bedford, VA, passed away 
in Highlands, NC on June 28, 2024. He was 97 years old.

He is survived by his wife, Diane M. Rosazza and 
daughter, Christa Annesi.

Also surviving are his sister, Edley R. Updike and a 
special cousin and friend, Thomas “Ikey” Rosazza.

He was predeceased by his parents, Grat Rosazza and 
Berta Jones Rosazza, his sisters, Ellen R. Quarles, Estelle 
R. Gray, and Laura R. Ayres, and daughter, Nicole Annesi.

Grat graduated from Lynchburg College with a de-
gree in music and religious education. He served in the 
U.S. Army in the Chaplain Corp. He later received his 
Masters in Music from Westminster Choir College, in 
Princeton, NJ. He served as Minister of  Music in several 
churches.

He was an avid tennis player throughout his life and 
used his skills as an instructor and pro at a Highlands 
country club.

 He has directed a number of  choral groups in Flor-
ida and in Highlands. Some of  these choral members will 
be singing at the memorial service. If  any members of  
past groups wish to sing, please contact Mary Beth Brody 
for a link to the music. The memorial service will be held 
at the Church of  the Incarnation in Highlands on July 20, 
2024 at 11 AM with a reception to follow.

Grat L. Rosazza

•Letters•
Dear Editor,

I want to thank all the people who take care of  their 
neighbors in Highlands and elsewhere. That is what my 
mother taught me; we must be kind to our guests. She lived 
93 years, was born and raised in Highlands and was a true 
native, there are very few of  her generation left. All have 
left their legacy and I want to thank those “old timers” for 
their contributions through the hard times.

Another person who left a legacy was Art and Angela 
Williams; they had the vision and invested millions in creat-
ing many jobs and investment properties.

He has now left it with a younger generation, who (I 
hope) will have new ideas and keep improving. 

But, it’s a different kind of  legacy that will be left by 
those town officials and those in the community who want 
to change things and create and enforce their agendas, and 
those who will leave a path of  destruction causing loss of  

Legacy
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Proudly Serving Our 
Mountain Communities. 

Over 25 years of time-tested investment discipline, 
helping clients achieve their goals. 

Marci Sherwood 
Highlands 

Donald Jowdy, Founder 
Tampa - Highlands 

Robin Cook 
Sanibel - Highlands 

SUNCOAST 
EQUITY MANAGEMENT 

PROSPERITY ADVISORS 

Highlands I Tampa I Sanibel 
828-487-8009 I SuncoastEquity.com I 431 N. 4th Street, Highlands 28741 

Investment advisory services are offered through Suncoast Equity Management, LLC, 
a Securities and Exchange Commission Registered Investment Advisor. 

Just down from Old Edwards Inn & Spa

233 North 4th Street   Highlands, NC 28741
828.526.2083   ckswan.com

SWAN
K

TRUNK SHOW JULY 23 - 27

•Investing at 4,118 Ft.•
Are you one of the lucky ones?

Tricia Cox, VP
Berkshire Hathaway 

HomeServices Meadows 
Mountain Realty
828-526-1717

tricia@bhhsmmr.com

If  you are somebody 
that calls the Highlands 
or Cashiers home (even 

if  it’s your part-time home), 
you are one of  the lucky 
ones. I was recently reflect-
ing on the blessing I was giv-
en when my parents moved 
us here in 1986. I don’t 
know how the stars aligned 
to bring us to Highlands all 
those years ago, but I know 
it was part of  a bigger plan. 
That plan included the gift 
of  growing up in a place 
that allowed me to become 
the person I am today. It has 
since provided the incredible 
blessing of  raising my own 
two boys here where I have 
a true village to support me 
in that endeavor.

I moved back to Highlands a little over 
15 years ago after a career in Information 
Technology that took me from Atlanta to 
New York with a great deal of  travel all 
over the place during that time. When peo-
ple know this about me, they often ask if  
I am happy being back in this small moun-
tain town. My answer is always the same 
and it is very simple: I love my bubble!

Highlands is exactly that; it is a small 
bubble that feels almost insulated from the 
outside world. That is not to say that we 
don’t have our share of  small-town politics 
and disagreements about things … look no 
further than the fight over short-term rent-
als for a case in point. However, Highlands 
is a community like no other, and that is 
our secret. Although it’s a secret that has 
spread like wildfire over the past decade or 
so!

In Highlands, and really this extends 
to Cashiers, neighbors aren’t just people 
who live next door; they’re friends who 
look out for one another. The town’s small 

size fosters a sense of  con-
nection that’s palpable as 
you stroll down Main Street. 
Shop and restaurant own-
ers often greet customers by 
name, and it’s not uncom-
mon to bump into friends 
in the grocery store or at the 
park. In fact, it’s remarkable 
when you go somewhere 
and you don’t see someone 
you know!

Living in Highlands 
means embracing a lifestyle 
that values community, na-
ture, and quality of  life. It’s a 
place where you can escape 
the hustle and bustle of  city 
life without sacrificing cul-
tural amenities or modern 
conveniences … well Tar-

get, you will sacrifice being near a Target! 
Whether you’re looking for a permanent 
residence or a vacation home, Highlands 
offers a chance to be part of  something 
special – a community that truly cares for 
its own.

For those considering making the Pla-
teau their home, the real estate landscape 
offers a diverse range of  options. From 
cozy mountain cabins to elegant estates, 
there’s something to suit various tastes and 
budgets. Many properties offer stunning 
mountain views, while others are situated 
in the woods, providing a sense of  privacy 
and connection with nature.

I heard one long-time resident put 
it this way, “In Highlands, you’re not just 
buying a house; you’re becoming part of  
a family.” And in today’s world, that might 
just be the most valuable real estate of  all.

• Tricia Cox is Vice President of  Berkshire 
Hathaway HomeServices Meadows Mountain 
Realty and is Broker In Charge of  their office in 
Cashiers. She can be reached at 828-526-1717 or 
tricia@bhhsmmr.com

The Barak Norton Heritage Asso-
ciation cordially invites all descendants and 
friends of  Barak Norton to the annual fam-
ily reunion on Sunday, July 28. 

This year marks the 154th anniversary 
of  the family reunion started in 1872! 

The meeting begins at 11:30 a.m. at the 

Historic Whiteside Cove School House lo-
cated at 4601 Whiteside Cove Road, High-
lands NC. Bring your favorite dish to share 
and join us for a day of  music, stories, food, 
and fellowship as we celebrate our moun-
tain heritage. 

Barak Norton 154th family reunion is 
Sunday, July 28
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Come Walk Through History 
Visit the  

Highlands Historical Society 
Museum 

524 North 4th Street

Bring in this advertisement to enter a monthly raffle to win a book 
on Highlands History

Museum is Open through October: 
 Thursday-Saturday    10:00 to 4:00 
 Sunday                  1:00 to 4:00 

Free Admission! 

Visit www.highlandshistory.com for more information 

jobs and businesses and higher 
taxes.

It is my opinion that any 
elected official, from the local 
level to the top of  our govern-
ment, should have term limits. 
There are town officials who 
have been on the board for years 
and should step aside and let the 
younger generation improve what 
they will not. Remember the line 
“make us mindful of  the needs 
of  others.” 

What legacy will you leave in 
this community?

Tucker Chambers
Highlands

...LETTERS continued from page 7

Dear Editor,
Millions of  people tuned 

in to the debate between Presi-
dent Biden and former President 
Donald Trump on 27 June. What 
did we see? No one could deny 
that we saw a president clearly di-
minished cognitively. There were 
many who were not surprised 
because they had not insulated 
themselves in a bubble of  denial 
spun by the likes of  the (hopeful-
ly) not much longer mainstream 
media, those who had been go-
ing on about how Joe Biden was 
“sharp as a tack.”

What we also saw was the 
rank dishonesty of  the media. 
After years of  downplaying any 
reports or videos of  his decline, 
attacking them as partisan hits or 
disinformation or cheap fakes, 
are we to believe that they were 
suddenly taken by surprise as, un-
doubtedly, those who consumed 
their product were? Oh no, they 
knew! The Democrat party knew. 
The press was their Praetorian 
Guard and they thought they 
could get away with it and drag 
feeble Joe across the finish line. 
However, they got caught, and at 
a very inconvenient time. It may 
be that they are stuck with Ka-
mala Harris to replace him which 
is poetic justice for having her as 
a DEI selection in the first place.

What are thinking people to 
do with this knowledge? Even in 

the best of  times we should not 
accept “The Big Con” as a prop-
er way of  governing, but, having 
volatility around the globe we can 
even less afford to indulge those 
who treat us as fools. 

The Democrat party has been 
described by David Sacks as a col-
lection of  interests whose goal is 
to stay in power in order to loot 
the republic by rewarding favored 
constituencies with government 
largesse while being protected by 
their lackeys in the media.

The Democrat party is any-
thing but, and needs to be thor-
oughly repudiated at the polls. If  
Donald Trump wins, it should be 
accepted, unlike what happened in 
2016. This is what happens in a real 
democracy, not “Our Democracy” 
which is code for one-party Dem-
ocrat rule in perpetuity. The party 
needs to be destroyed in order to 
save it. Maybe out of  the shattered 
remnants a sane party in opposition 
to the Republicans can emerge. It is 
not healthy for extended one-party 
rule due to the unfortunate cor-
ruption of  human nature. Demo-
crats, take your lumps, learn to lose 
gracefully, and purge the radical, 
hateful and mentally ill elements 
and let them go their own way and 
get the help they need. We will all 
be better off  for it.

David Parker
Sylva

The Democrat 
Party needs to 
be destroyed

Dear Editor,
Earlier this week I was check-

ing out in a store when the cashier 
asked me “who’s Ruth?” I was a 
little puzzled until I realized I had 
on my T-shirt that says VOTE, 
tell them Ruth sent you. “Are you 
Ruth” she asked?

“Oh, Ruth Ginsberg”, I re-
plied. She shook her head. Being 
really taken aback I said, “You 
know, Ruth Ginsberg, a Supreme 
Court justice?” The woman just 
gave me a blank look, so I began 
to explain who Ruth Bader Gins-
berg was thinking it would jog her 
memory. Nothing. Shocked, I left, 
telling her I would bring some in-
formation the next time I came in. 
This conversation has popped into 
my mind repeatedly over the last 
few days.

Who’s Ruth?

The Supreme Court has 
made monumental decisions this 
year which will affect our country 
in untold ways, the most recent 
of  which is to give the President 
total immunity for “official” acts. 
What official, versus private, acts 
are was left undefined. Will it have 
to be defined case by case? By the 
court system, up to and including 
the Supreme Court? I am not sure. 
Neither is anyone else apparently. 
But trying to hold a president of  
this country accountable for his 
actions will become incredibly 
more difficult if  not impossible.

Another power that has been 
bestowed on the presidency by 
their decision includes the power 
to pardon anyone without ques-
tion. Also, the power of  complete 
control of  the executive branch, 
meaning the justice department 
cannot operate independently. 
For example, when the president 
demands someone be prosecuted, 
or not prosecuted, there will be 
no push back. An earlier decision 
gives all elected officials the right 
to take bribes, excuse me, gifts, if  
they are after the fact. You do me 
a favor, perhaps illegal, I do you 
the favor of  pardoning you. I do 
you a favor, perhaps pardoning 
your son for a crime he commit-
ted, you give me an elaborate gift 
as a thank you. If  your gift giving 
ability is limited, oh well, that’s 
what jails are for. 

 Every day of  the last two 
weeks it seems that decisions have 
been made by the court of  last 
resort that will negatively impact 
the federal government, keep-
ing it from doing its job. It would 
take too much space to enumer-
ate them here. I know everyone 
doesn’t follow political news the 
way we do in my house, but what 
the court is doing isn’t justice. It’s 
taking an axe to the constitution 
and the rule of  law as it applies 
to each of  us in this country. It’s 
creating law rather than adjudicat-
ing it and delivering justice as a gift 
for the few at the expense of  the 
many. It is undermining our de-
mocracy. Hopefully it will wake up 
the many to at least question what 
the few will do with these gifts of  
power. Reading Project 2025, a 
plan created by the conservative 
think tank known as the Heritage 
Foundation would be a place to 

• See LETTERS page 10
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• See COVID page 22

• See SAFE PASSAGE page 30

•• Open for the last 39 years, Shiraz has been offering wholesale prices to the public on its entire inventory of genuinely hand woven oriental rugs.1housands of antique and contemporary pieces from around the world. HAND CLEANING• RESTORATION• APPRAISALS 

July Sale! 35% to 55% off
25% off all Cleaning & Repairs!

I -

RejuvenateLaserCenter.com
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begin that questioning.
I wear my T-shirt because I hope it 

might make a few people think about not 
only who but what they are voting for, hop-
ing Ruth Ginsberg will serve as an inspira-
tion. However, based on my experience yes-
terday I wonder about the education, or the 
curiosity, of  our electorate. Because one can-
not vote without basic knowledge, based on 
truth, and a curiosity about what candidates 
hope do you with your vote. The right to 
vote is based on that kind of  citizen engage-
ment. The constitution granted the power to 
us, the people, and not to the court to give it 
to the presidency. Time to use it. 

Margaret Pickett
Highlands

...LETTERS continued 
from page 9

Dear Editor,
I want to thank Pat Gleeson for his 

Investing at 4,118 Ft. column in the July 4 
edition entitled “Some long-term thoughts 
on short-term rentals,” Finally, a business 
person gets the STR debate. 

Unlike some of  the closed-minded 
Town Board people he understands what 
shutting down STRs in Highlands will 
mean to the economy. 

The people in charge, including the 
planning board, must look hard at how 
many people will lose their jobs. There will 
be a lot of  house cleaners, wait staff, and 
store clerks who will have to move or find 
other jobs. Can the restaurants stay open 
5-6 nights a week with no renters? Do 
Highlands citizens go to Wolfgangs, Madi-
son’s, Lakeside and others once a week? I 
doubt it.

One Town Board member is being 
very selfish by not wanting to share the 
beauty of  the area with other people. As 
stated at the last Town Board meeting 
the number of  STRs will only decrease. 
There’s less than 200 now. 

If  there is a problem with noise, call 
the police. They’ve already stated they’ve 
had NO calls to check on renters but sev-
eral to check on Highlands citizens.

Carol Sandlin
Highlands

Certain Town Board 
members are selfish

and naive

For advertising information 
email highlandseditor@aol.com 

or call 929-200-1371

and flu medicine.
One of  the popular Nature Cen-

ter camps scheduled for July 9-12, “Ap-
palachian Investigators: Secrets of  the 
Earth” was cancelled due to confirmed 
COVID cases among the staff. However, 
the last camp of  the summer, “Appala-
chian Investigators: Wonderous Waters” 
set for July 30-Aug. 2 is open.  To regis-
ter, go to https://highlandsbiological.
org/2024naturecamps/.

Meanwhile, COVID levels have 
jumped significantly in wastewater across 
the nation, an indication that the summer 
bump is continuing to grow.

National virus measurements in sew-
age reached “high” levels for the first time 
this summer, according to estimates re-
leased Friday by the U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention. COVID-19 is 
growing or probably growing in 44 states 
and in the nation’s capital, the agency re-
ported.

“As of  July 9, we estimate that CO-
VID-19 infections are growing or likely 
growing in 45 states and territories, declin-
ing or likely declining in 0 states and ter-
ritories, and are stable or uncertain in three 
states and territories,” it said.

In North Carolina the epidemic sta-
tus is growing like most other states in the 
union.

The new series of  COVID variants, 
nicknamed the “FLiRT” variants, are dom-
inating across the U.S., according to data 
from the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention.

The variants, identified as KP.1.1, KP.3 
and KP.2, collectively make up more than 

...COVID continued 
from page 1
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• Incredible Views
• Par 72 Championship Course  

stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
• Open Daily • Year-Round • Public Golf 

2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta • 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC

For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals, 
please call 706-746-5302 

www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

 The Coolest Golf Course  
in Georgia 

Read Highlands Newspaper 
for free from everywhere ... on the street or on the web.

www.highlandsinfo.com. 
Click on Local News. 

Delivered and uploaded every Thurs. AM

New Summer Schedule!
With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!

Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a fresh Gyro! 

Salads • Pitas • Burgers • Philly Cheese Steak • Shrimp Pita • Susan’s Rueben 
Italian Sausage • Chicken Wings • Appalachian Fries • Onion Rings • Fried Shrimp 

Fish n’ Chips • Chicken Fingers and more!

Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! • 828-482-1513 
462 Dillard Road, Highlands (across from Dusty’s)

Lunch
Mon. - Sat.

11a to 3p

FOR SALE BY OWNER
3 bed/4.5 bath - 2 levels (rented apartment)

48 White Clover Lane, Chestnut Hill in Highlands

DonLeon is looking for help in 
locating potential buyers. 

CALL 828-200-9334 or drop 
by the restaurant across from 
Dusty’s on the Dillard Road 

for an info sheet.
Brokers protected.

For Sale By Owner
in

Wildwood Forest

3BED, 3BATH, 2,064 sq. ft.
Mountain View, Wood Decks, 

Screened-in Porch

$995,000

48 Wild Pine Way, Highlands
Short-term rental permitted

Below market price - Broker’s Protected 
Bring all offers

Call: 770-365-3000
briggsallen7703653000@gmail.com

Kathy Manos Penn

•Ink Penn•
Crime-Solving sleuths in England

It’s no secret that I adore 
mysteries set in the UK. 
Make it a cozy mystery 

with a strong female lead, 
and I’m set. If  an author 
wants to hook me for life, 
setting it during World War 
I, between the wars, or in 
the midst of  World War II 
will do the trick. This week’s 
books fit the bill.

Murder by Invitation 
Only 

 by Colleen Cambridge
The third book in the Phyllida Bright 

Mystery series is every bit as good as its 
predecessors, and I’m eagerly awaiting the 
fourth due out in October. Set between the 
World Wars in a country house in England, 
it is both charming and intriguing. 

Phyllida is Agatha Christie’s house-
keeper, and in the earlier books, we learn 
that she and Agatha have a past. What it 
is exactly is leaked to us as the series goes 
on. I’m sure that keeping Phyllida’s back 
story vague is part of  what keeps readers 
coming back for more. But that’s not all. 
Every book is peppered with witty dialogue 
and multiple allusions to Agatha Christie’s 
books and plots. 

In this outing, Agatha, and her hus-
band Max Mallowan receive an invitation 
to a murder party but are in London. In-
trigued, Agatha sends Phyllida. Of  course, 
there is a murder at the murder party.

Once again, Phyllida emulates her fa-
vorite detective, Poirot, as she ferrets out 
the clues that will reveal the murderer. If  
you haven’t met Phyllida Bright yet, I highly 
recommend you do so soon.

What does one of  my other favorite 
authors have to say about her? “Phyllida 
Bright, housekeeper to Agatha Christie, 
has the crime-solving skills to rival her em-
ployer’s famous detectives . . . Utterly de-
lightful.”

Locked in Pursuit
by Ashley Weaver

The quote about Phyllida Bright comes 
from this author of  the Electra McDonnell 
series, another of  my favorites. This mys-
tery, set in England during World War II, 
has another strong female protagonist, but 
Ellie is no housekeeper. She’s a safecracker, 
roped into working for Major Ramsey to 
thwart the Nazis at every turn. Of  course, 
both she and the major are good looking 
and single, but their backgrounds couldn’t 
be more different. He’s a nobleman. She’s 
carrying on the family tradition of  thievery. 

In this fourth install-
ment, they discover an odd 
rash of  burglaries in London, 
and soon figure out that the 
crimes have their origin in 
Lisbon. Spies are in search of  
something more important 
than jewels. 

Solving the crime is the 
main plot, of  course, but 
the subplots are what keep 
me coming back. There’s the 
chemistry between Ellie and 

the Major, something they fight hard not to 
give into it. There’s Felix, the family friend 
who’s clearly in love with her. There’s her 
quest to find out more about her mother and 
father. In each book, these storylines evolve 
and intertwine. 

Unfortunately for me, this fourth book 
came out in May, which means I’ll have to 
wait until 2025 for my next fix. I’m hearing 
that Carly Simon song, “Anticipation,” as I 
think about waiting a whole year.

Happy reading!
Award-winning author Kathy Manos Penn 

is a Georgia resident. Find her cozy mysteries at 
Franklin Office Supply & Gifts, and on Amazon. 
Contact her at inkpenn119@gmail.com, and follow 
her on Facebook, www.facebook.com/KathyMano-
sPennAuthor/. 

...COVID continued 
from page 1
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•Highlands Area Events•
SUMMER POOL SCHEDULE

Lap Swim Mon.-Fri. 6am-
9:45am, and Saturday 10am-1pm 6 
lanes. Water Aerobics 18 years 
plus Mon.-Fri. 10am-1am with Kar-
en Chambers. Public Swim Mon. 
thru Thurs. 11am-7pm, Fri. and Sat. 
11am-6pm and Sun. 1pm-6pm. For 
info, call 828-526-1595.

PICKLE BALL 
• At the Recreation Dept. ev-

ery Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday 10am-1pm 
indoors for the winter (notice the 
days and time has changed), every-
one is welcome meetings 

ALL WEEK
• Alcoholics Anonymous: 

“Open Meetings” are for anyone 
who thinks they may have a drinking 
problem or for anyone interested in 
the A.A. program of recovery. High-
lands Mountain View Group holds 
open meetings in Highlands at the 
First Presbyterian Church, 471 
Main St., on Monday at 5:30 PM and 
Wednesday and Friday at noon. The 
Cashiers Valley Groupholds open 
meetings at the Albert Carlton Ca-
shiers Community Library Monday 
at 8:30 AM, Tuesday at 7 PM, Friday 
and Sunday at 5 PM, and Saturday at 
9 AM. For more information, please 
visit www.aawnc80.org or to speak 

• Hudson Library, in partnership 
with VAYA Health, is hosting an edu-
cational series on adult mental health 
topics, held on the first Wednesday 
of each month at 11 AM. This series 
is aimed particularly at older adults 
and will focus on mental health top-
ics of particular interest to them, but 
all ages are welcome to attend. The 
November 1 program is Dementia: 
A Deeper Understanding. Reserva-
tions are required for this free event. 
To register, stop by the library or call 
828-526-3031. 

2nd & 4th Wed.
• Digital Navigators will be at 

the Hudson Library the second and 
fourth Wednesdays 1PM - 3PM of 
each month to help patrons with 
their tech needs. Bring a smartphone, 
laptop, or other digital device to re-
ceive free assistance and support. No 
appointments are  required - all are 
welcome.

• Pickle Ball inside and outside 
at the Rec Park. 10am-1pm, everyone 
is welcome so come out and enjoy a 
game of Pickle Ball.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.
• The Food Pantry behind the 

Methodist Church on Spring Street 
is open from 10a-6p.

• Exercise Class with Michelle 
Lane at the Rec Park at 5:30. A com-
bination class with different types 
of exercise. Contact the Recreation 
Department at 828-526-3556 for 
more information

 Thursdays
• Kickboxing 8:15-9:15 am. at 

the Rec Park. An exhilarating and 
fun mix of martial arts for a calorie-
burning workout. No martial arts 
background necessary Contact the 
Recreation Department at 828-526-
3556 for more info.

• At Hudson Library, Family Sto-
rytime continues during the summer, 
every Thursday morning at 10:40 AM. 
We’ll read books, sing fun songs, and 
move with the music.

• At Hudson Library, special chil-
dren’s events will be on tap on Thurs-
day afternoons at 3:30 Kids Zone 
programs. June 6 features Aquatic In-
sects, an EcoSplash program present-
ed by Mainspring Conservation Trust. 
Kids will have the chance to learn all 
about the macro invertebrates in our 
local rivers, getting hands-on with 
them and also viewing them through 
a digital microscope.

• Highlands Biological Foun-
dation’s Zahner lectures is held at 
the Highlands Nature Center (930 
Horse Cove Road) on Thursdays at 

6:00 p.m. through August 15. To pre-
view HBF’s full Zahner lecture line-
up, please visit highlandsbiological.
org. The Highlands Nature Center 
is part of the Highlands Biological 
Station, a multi-campus center of 
Western Carolina University.

Fridays
• At Hudson Library, Friday 

afternoons at 2 PM, there’s a vari-
ety of children’s programs including 
board games, STEM programs, and 
crafternoons. The June 7 STEM pro-
gram will feature a variety of build-
ing sets, including some that are 
brand-new to our library collection. 
Kids will love seeing what they can 
create!

Saturdays
• Story Ballet - a gentle ballet 

& creative movement class for Chil-
dren 3-4. The flow of class follows a 
story or theme that changes each 
month, engaging imaginations! Sat-
urday 5:30-6:30pm. 828-421-6720

• Adult Ballet - crafted for be-
ginners, but mindfully taught for all 
levels. Ballet is an excellent way to 
move, grow stronger, improve bal-
ance, flexibility and coordination 
while having fun. 6:30-7:30pm. 828-
421-6720.

2nd Saturdays
• The Western North Carolina 

Woodturners Club meets in High-
lands at The Bascom at 10 a.m. thru 
Nov.

3rd Saturdays
• The American Legion Post 

370 meets at the First Method-
ist Church at 315 Main St. in their 
community room/909 chapel. We 
serve breakfast at 9 AM and hold 
our monthly meeting at 10 AM. 
We invite ALL veterans to attend 
- email ncpost370@gmail.com for 
more information or just join us 
at 9 AM on the 3rd Saturday of the 
month.

Sundays
• Church in the Wildwood, 

Horse Cove RD, Highlands. Sunday 
7-8 p.m. traditional hymn-sing. Call 
or text Gwyn Hardin for informa-
tion or directions. 919-523-7067. 
All are welcome.

• At Wayfarers Chapel, Sunday 
Service: 10 AM Sunday Morning. 
Stick around for visitation and cof-
fee hour immediately after service. 
(Coffee hour is replaced by pot-
luck dinner the 1st Sunday of each 
month). 

Thurs., July 18
• HC Chamber Music Festival 

will present a free family/children’s 

Sip, Snip and Support! 
A Fundraiser for the 

Highlands Child Development Center 
September 18 at 4 PM 

Church of the Incarnation 
Flower Arranging Demonstration and Childcare Celebration 

4' 
Levels of Support 

Sowing Seeds: $500 
Petal Provider: $1000 
Blooming Buds: $2500 
Focal Flower: $5000 

HCCDC serves 100 children on the Plateau. 
enabling working families to thrive. With a 

mission to make childcare affordable. HCCDC 
relies on community support as tuition covers 

only 50% of expenses. 

Together, we can help children blossom! 

HCC DC is designated as a Four-Star Cent� by the State of NC based on the 
quality of its programs and the educational credentials of the staff and class siz 

with a member of AA 24/7 at 828-
349-4357.

SUNDAYS AND TUESDAYS
• Movies at the Martin Lipscomb 

Performing Arts Center at PAC on 
Chestnut Street 5:30pm Sundays and 
2pm and 5:30pm. on Tuesdays.

ON-GOING
• At Hudson Library, Readers 

from 0 to 99 will have adventures this 
summer as Hudson Library presents 
“Adventure Begins at Your Library” 
summer learning program. The 2024 
Summer Learning Program is free 
to all participants and starts June 1. 
No registration is needed for any of 
these programs. For more information 
about any of these summer activities, 
contact Hudson Library at 828-526-
3031, or stop by the library during 
open hours. 

Mountain Findings Hours: 
May: 

• Fri. and Sat.10a to 1p. June: 
Thurs.-Sat. ,10a to1p.

Mon.-Fri.
• Nantahala Tennis plays at the 

Highlands Rec Park 9a-1p.
Mon-Wed-Fri
• Aerobics with Tina Rogers 

8-9am at the Rec Park.
• Heart Healthy Exercise Class 

at the Rec Park 8:30-9:30am. The cost 
for the class is $25 a month. The class 

is led by Cathy Hodgson. Contact the 
Recreation Department at 828-526-
3556 for more information.

Second Mondays
• The local chapter of PEO, an 

off-campus sorority founded in the 
1800s that provides grants and loans 
to women with financial need who 
want to return to school or further 
their education meets at 10 a.m. 
More meeting places call president 
Paula McDonald at 706-372-3004 

• Indivisible Highlands from 
5:15-6:15pm at the Hudson Library 
Meeting Room. 

2nd Tuesdays
• Highlands Writers Group 

meets on alternate Tuesday after-
noons at 3pm. Writers still uncom-
fortable with in-person gatherings 
may participate via Zoom meetings 
For more information contact Bud 
Katz at either 828-526-3190 or at 
budandlynn@me.com 

Tuesdays
• Strength Training at the Rec 

Park 8:15-9:15 am. Aim for strong, 
lean muscles using light weights, body 
weight, and high repetition to shape 
and tone. Learn proper form and 
range of motion to safely target all 
muscle groups for a metabolic boost 
and feel great. 

• At Hudson Library, Nature 
Kids on selected Tuesday mornings, 
For more info call the Hudson Li-
brary at 828-526-3031.

• At Wayfarers Chapel, Work-
shop for Writers – Tuesdays from 
5-6:30 PM. Facilitated by Sam Renken, 
this group has a simple mission: to 
foster and provide consistent com-
munity for local writers thereby giv-
ing writers of all ages and genres the 
opportunity to write, read, revise, and 
present their work to the group.

• ESL classes are held at the 
Presbyterian Church in Highlands 
from 6:30-7:30pm. No registration 
required – just show up and partici-
pate. Questions? call 828-526-0863 
or email info@maconncliteracy.org

3rd Tuesdays
• Free Community Stretch & 

Yoga in the Park Summer Series, 
sponsored by the Highlands Cham-
ber of Commerce-Visit Highlands 
NC, will be offered by Certified In-
structors/ Yoga Highlands on the 3rd 
Tuesday of the month @ 6pm begin-
ning May 21. Please bring a mat and 
water, dress comfortably, and let’s 
celebrate health and relaxation. No 
experience necessary! (next dates: 
6/18, 7/16 and 8/20)

2nd Wednesdays
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•Highlands Area Events•
concert and performance entitled 
“Paddington Bear’s First Concert” 
and “The Three Little Pigs” at 3pm 
on Thursday, July 18 at Highlands 
First Presbyterian Church.

Fri,.& Sat., July 19 & 20
• At M&CO. on Dillard Road, 

“Ladies Day” Fine and Estate Jew-
elry Sale11a to 5p.

Fri., July 19 
• Friday Night Live on Main 

Street’s Town Square 6-8:30 p.m. – 
Leadfoot Lily 

Sat., July 20 
• Greenway workday and 

lunch at 4118. The workday will be 
from 9a to noon. Lunch at 4118 fol-
lowing the workday. The fucus will 
be on trail maintenance. Meet at 
the large upper parking lot behind 
the Recreation Center at 9 AM for 
a brief orientation session, and you 
will be furnished with the neces-
sary tools and equipment.

• Saturdays on Pine at Kelsey-
Hutchinson Founders Park 6-8:30 
p.m. – Lazrluvr

July 23-27
• At CK Swan on N.4th St., a 

Clara Williams trunk show 
Tues.,July 23 
• Movie at Hudson Library at 2 

PM. Watch a stirring WWII drama in 
which Sir Nicholas ‘Nicky’ Winton, a 
young London broker, rescues over 
600 children from Nazi-occupied 
Czechoslovakia in the months lead-
ing up to World War II. 

Wed., July 24
• Sky Valley Garden Club Art 

& Crafts show 10a to 2p inside the 
Sky Valley Country Club in Sky Val-
ley, GA, and is open to the public. 

• The Interlude series which 
is sponsored by First Presbyterian 
Church continues with a concert at 
2pm on Wednesday with a perfor-
mance by the Trey Clegg Chamber 
Singers.

Wed., July 24
• Glenville and Tampa resident 

Nancy Turner will be signing copies 
of her books at the Highland Hiker 
in Cashiers (743-1732) on Wednes-
day from 2 to 4 pm, with refresh-
ments.

Thurs., July 25
• Glenville and Tampa resident 

Nancy Turner will be signing copies 
of her books at the Highland Hiker 
in Highlands (526-5298) on Saturday 
from 2 to 4 pm, with refreshments.

• At Hudson Library, “Find-
ing Fish” EcoSplash program with 
Alex from Mainspring Conservation 
Trust. Kids will learn about the fish 

in local waters, catching them and 
will be viewing through a digital mi-
croscope.

• The North Carolina Baroque 
Orchestra will perform in a 5pm 
concert at Highlands First Presbyte-
rian Church.

• Bingo fundraiser for The Scaly 
Mountain Womens Club 6:30-8:30p 
in the Highlands Community Building 
by the ballfield.

• The Highlands Biological Foun-
dation (HBF) next installment of 
their Zahner Conservation Lecture 
Series. Join HBF at the Highlands 
Nature Center on Thursday,at 6 PM 
for an engaging and informative talk. 
The lecture, titled “Climate-informed 
Forestry in the Southern Appala-
chians,” will feature Adam Warwick, 
the Southern Blue Ridge Stewardship 
Manager for The Nature Conservan-
cy. A small reception will follow..

Fri. & Sat., July 26 & 27
• At The Bascom, 13th annual 

Pottery Show and Sale 10am - 4pm.
Fri., July 26 
• At Hudson Library, Commu-

nity Coffee with the mayor at 11 AM 
in the Meeting Room.. The topic will 
be: “Town Parks: Past, Present and the 
Future with Hank Ross and Friends 
of Founders Park.”

• Friday Night Live showcase 
on Main Street’s Town Square 6-8:30 
p.m. – Kettle

Sun., July 28
• The Barak Norton Heritage 

Association cordially invites all de-
scendants and friends of Barak Nor-
ton to the annual family reunion on 
Sunday. This year marks the 154th an-
niversary of the family reunion start-
ed in 1872! The meeting begins at 
11:30 a.m. at the Historic Whiteside 
Cove School House located at 4601 
Whiteside Cove Road, Highlands 
NC. Bring your favorite dish to share 
and join us for a day of music, stories, 
food, and fellowship as we celebrate 
our mountain heritage. 

Tues July 30
• A HCLT Community Reads: 

Braiding Sweetgrass Section 4 - 
Braiding Sweetgrass (Chapters 
18-25) noon to 2p. Albert-Carlton 
Community Library, 249 Frank Allen 
Rd, Cashiers 

Wed., July 31
• A HCLT Community Reads: 

Braiding Sweetgrass Section 4 - 
Braiding Sweetgrass (Chapters 18-
25) 10a – noon. Hudson Library, 554 
Main St, Highlands. Where: Hudson 
Library, 554 Main St, Highlands, NC 
28741

MOVIES
at PAC’s MLPC

Sun., July 21 at 5:30p
Tues., July 23
 2p and 5:30p

Tickets:
Adults: $13.20
Children: $11

boxoffice@highlandsperformingarts.com 
828-526-9047

507 Chestnut St. Highlands
• Village Nature Series Pres-

ents: Restorying Landscapes with 
John Lane, 5:30-6:30p at Lewis Hall 
at The Village Green 160 Frank Allen 
Rd, Cashiers. Free and open to all. 

Thurs. Aug. 1
• At The Bascom, The Aaron 

Shearer Foundaton Summer Guitar-
fest 7 p.m., cash bar opens at 6:15 
p.m. 

Fri., Aug. 2 
• At The Bascom, Artist Talk 

with TJ Erdahl and Beau Raymond 
from 4:30-6p.

• Friday Night Live in Town 
Square 6-8:30 p.m. – Ezra & Katie

Sat., Aug. 3 
• Pop-Up Bag Pipers are sched-

uled from 4:30 p.m. to 5 p.m.
• Saturdays on Pine at Kelsey-

Hutchinson Founders Park 6-8:30 
p.m. – The Holiday Band 

Mon., Aug. 5
• High Mountain Squares is 

sponsoring a new class for begin-
ning students beginning Monday. The 
classes will be taught by Keith Les-
ter, caller and instructor, from 6:30-
8:30pm at the Robert C. Carpenter 
Community Building on Highway 
441, Franklin, NC. The first two of 
12 classes are free; the remaining 
ten classes are $50 per person. For 
more info call Betty at 828-787-
2324 or Bob at 828-332-0001. 

Thurs., Aug. 8
• At The Bascom, Artist talk 

with TJ Erdahl and Beau Raymond 
4 pm

Fri., Aug. 9 
• Friday Night Live showcases 

traditional mountain music and 
exceptional local talent on Main 
Street’s Town Square 6-8:30 p.m. – 
ABC Combo 

Sat., Aug. 10 
• Saturdays on Pine at Kelsey-

Hutchinson Founders Park 6-8:30 
p.m. – Will Thompson Band

Fri., Aug. 16 
• Friday Night Live showcases 

traditional mountain music and 
exceptional local talent on Main 
Street’s Town Square 6-8:30 p.m. – 
Steady Hand String Band

Sat., Aug. 17
• At The Bascom, Blacksmithing 

Trunk Show 1-5 p.m.
Thurs.-Sun., Aug. 22-25
• At PAC, Highlands Commu-

nity Players presents “The Lifespan 
of a Fact” at 7:30p and 2p on Sunday. 
For tickets go to: www.highlandsca-
shiersplayers.com or call 828-526-
9047.

Thurs., Aug. 22

• Highlands School Orienta-
tion:/Open House is 3-6 pm• At

• The Bascom, From the Low-
lands to the Highlands Exhibition Re-
ception 5-6:30 pm

Fri., Aug. 23 
• Friday Night Live on Main 

Street’s Town Square 6-8:30 p.m. – 
Southern Highhland Band

Sat. & Sun., Aug. 24-25
• Art and Craft Show in KH 

Founders Park on Pine Street. 10a to 
5p Saturday and 10a to 4p on Sunday. 
Rain or shine.

Sun., Aug. 25
• OEI’s Chef Dinners at The 

Farm. 3RD ANNUAL SUNDAY SUP-
PER. Book Online at OldEdward-
sHospitality.com/ChefDinners 

Thurs.-Sun., Aug. 29-Sept. 1
• At PAC, Highlands Community 

Players presents “The Lifespan of a 
Fact” at 7:30p and 2p on Sunday. For 
tickets go to: www.highlandscashiers-
players.com or call 828-526-9047.

Fri., Aug. 30 
• Friday Night Live on Main 

Street’s Town Square 6-8:30 p.m. – 
Spare Parts Bluegrass Band 
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Each Friday and Saturday night from May through 
October, the Highlands Chamber of Commerce/
Visit Highlands, NC hosts live music downtown.

Join us for our July concerts!
All shows take place from 6 – 8:30 p.m.

Outdoor Concert Series

JULY 5
Nitrograss 

JULY 12
Silly Ridge

JULY 19
Leadfoot Lilly

JULY 26
Kettle

visithighlandsnc.com

Friday Night Live 
Town Square | 343 Main St.

Saturdays on Pine 
Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park

Pine  St.
Showcasing traditional

mountain music and local talent Featuring a variety of popular, 
regional bands and musicians 

JULY 6
Blaze the City

JULY 13
Dive Bar Divas 

JULY 20
Lazrluvr

JULY 27
The Breakfast Club 

Bronze sculpture • Paintings 
Vintage & Antique Collectables & 

Furniture • Costume Jewelry

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

the Highlands Plaza quadrant occupied by 
Bryson’s Food Store and other businesses 
there and to the east, was in the dark.

Two hours in, it was assumed a circuit 
was out and the repair would be eminent.

As it turns out, that same day numer-
ous Duke power outages were reported 
across the state corresponding to state-
wide heat alerts, but it’s not known if  heat 
was the reason for the substation failure in 
Highlands.

...OUTAGES continued from page 1
Around noon the power was still out 

and according to Public Works Director 
Lamar Nix, at that point Duke determined 
there was an issue with the substation and 
an additional crew was needed so it would 
take a while to repair.

Once the additional crew came, they 
worked on “jerry-rigging” a solution, as 
Mayor Pat Taylor later said, until a perma-
nent solution could be had. Duke was mak-
ing repairs from Nantahala to Highlands 
on Saturday, he said.

Nix said it turned out that the trans-
former at the substation was the issue. 

Once power was up and running in 
the original downed quadrant, Saturday 
night around 7:30 and again Sunday night 
around 7:15 power flickered on and off  in 
the other quadrant - areas of  town initially 
unaffected. 

A cruise through town Sunday night 
found power out this time from Main 
Street and beyond to the north. Happily, 
it was only out about 15 minutes so folks 
swarming Main Street were able to get back 
into the restaurants that didn’t have genera-
tors.

According to Nix the temporary on-
and-off  of  power Saturday and Sunday 
evening was because Duke was resetting 
the circuit and working to switch every-
thing back to normal operation. 

He said expanding the town’s electric 
grid, which is currently in the works, would 
not have helped the situation because it was 
a Duke issue.

and NCDOT officials. The group priori-
tized road and transportation needs in Ma-
con County. 

While the bridge at Middle Creek on 
NC 106 is about to be replaced, and the C. 
Tom Bryson bridge on US 64 will eventu-
ally be replaced, there are no plans for road 
widening or new roads on the plateau for 
the foreseeable future. In fact, roads like the 
Gorge Road cannot be widened. 

One DOT engineer told me that the 
peak-period traffic load is so heavy on US 
64 between Highlands and Cashiers that it 
rivals any tourist corridor in WNC. The en-
vironmental impact of  widening that road 
would be shocking and, in the engineer’s 
estimation, would probably cost three-quar-
ters of  a billion dollars. 

Several years ago, NC 106 was slated 
for improvement, but public resistance can-
celed the project, which would have begun 
around 2030. There are no plans to revisit 
that project in the near term. At Cashiers, 
there are already two-mile back-ups at the 
crossroads at peak tourist periods. Any plan 
to address this problem is several years away 

at best.
Also, those traffic backups are now be-

ginning to appear in Highlands. As the edi-
torial noted, downtown sidewalks are very 
narrow, and parking has its limitations. On 
peak weekends, the downtown may already 
be a full capacity.

With growing issues related to climate 
conditions, Highlands can not hold onto 
the notion that we have unlimited water 
supplies. We are dependent on groundwa-
ter from continuous rain. Last summer, we 
faced a major drought that pressured our 
municipal water plant. This summer, we 
have also had drought conditions. Since Ca-
shiers is unincorporated its water situation 
and utility systems are even more challeng-
ing for unlimited growth, more develop-
ment, and tourism.

Some may say the mayor and Town 
Board should solve all these issues. My 
response is we are not the sole players in 
this development drama. Some variables 
are probably beyond our control. Save the 
water guns for your children and grandchil-
dren.

...MAYOR continued from page 2



• See ORDINANCES page 16

Highlands Newspaper -Thurs., July 18, 2024 - 828-200-1371 - Page 15
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Hours: 9am-5pm 
Mon-Sat 

828-526-5999
wholelifehighlands@icloud.com 
LOCATED AT 680 M 'ITII ST, IIIGlllAMDS NEcm Organic smoothie/juice

bar located 
inside Whole 

a �.&.ID Life Market 

Presented by
Al Scudder

Former Auctioneer and owner
Of Scudder’s Galleries

and 
Mike Booth 

TV Host on Gem Network
A Beautiful Collection of Jewelry

At Unbelievable Prices
You don’t want to miss this event

Beautiful Upscale Home Interiors
782 Dillard Road, Highlands
Open Wednesday-Saturday 

11a to 5p
Follow us on Instagram Marlene&Company

to the ordinances.
“As your chairman I see you have 

done a tremendous amount of  work and 
research of  these ordinances,” said Chair-
man Gary Shields to the large crowd. “I 
have received over 100 emails discussing 
the ordinances and all of  them have been 
very proper and respectful. I appreciate you 
practicing your part in this give and take of  
information in a respectful manner.”

Shields said he was not prepared to 
make a decision on the proposed changes 
to the ordinances at the July meeting, espe-
cially as they have only had the ordinance 
changes for a week to review, and each or-
dinance is over 30 pages. 

While the public hearings were held as 
advertised, and the public was given the op-
portunity to speak, Shields recommended 
that the board table further discussion and 
any vote on the ordinances, splitting action 
over the next three meetings. He also en-
couraged the public to come to these meet-
ings and speak again on the ordinances.

The board is also interested in hear-
ing other citizens speak who are in favor of  
the proposed changes and urged them to 
attend upcoming board meetings.

“Thank you for showing up in person 
at this meeting, that’s powerful,” said Vice 
Chairman Joshua Young. “This is how de-
mocracy works, and I think it’s our job here 
to listen to you guys. There’s power in num-
bers, and I also feel like we should table this 
but for a bigger reason. I think there needs 
to be more round-table discussion maybe 
outside this meeting, and we could all col-
laborate a little more.”

He also said as a generalization, it’s 
likely 90 percent of  the county doesn’t have 
a clue what’s going on with these ordinanc-
es; most people don’t know what the flood 
plain ordinance is, he added.

“We need to find a solution that suits 
everybody, what suits the county, but with 
the understanding that there’s no way ev-
erybody’s going to be happy with every-
thing,” said Young. “If  nothing else, we 
need to take the time to listen and come up 
with a better plan.”

In related business, the commission-
ers appointed Caleb Gibson as the county’s 
ordinance administrator. Recently, Gibson 
has worked in the county planning office 
after moving from the tax office. Gibson 
presented the proposed changes to the or-
dinances which opened up the public hear-
ings.

Macon County Soil Erosion and 
Sedimentation Control Ordinance

The first proposed ordinance change 
discussed by commissioners was the Ma-

con County Soil Erosion and Sedimentation 
Control Ordinance. The soil erosion and 
sedimentation control ordinance was origi-
nally adopted by Macon County in 2001 and 
was amended in 2022.

Currently, this ordinance reads that any 
land disturbance over a half-acre requires a 
sediment erosion control plan from a de-
sign professional. The proposed change to 
the ordinance would be to revise the land 
disturbing activity to one acre. According 
to Gibson, this change has already been re-
viewed by the Department of  Environmen-
tal Quality.

Sarah Johnson from the Otto area of  
Macon County spoke against the proposed 
change to the ordinance. Johnson’s fam-
ily owns property on Coweeta Creek and 
North Fork County Creek in Otto.

“I oppose the proposed amendment to 
the soil erosion and sedimentation control 
ordinance,” said Johnson. “I believe that al-
lowing up to an acre of  disturbance weakens 
the purpose of  the ordinance. The county 
has several federally protected species of  
fish, amphibian and freshwater mussel 
that would be endangered if  the proposed 
change to the ordinance is passed.”

She said the county has a very high 
amount of  biodiversity in its freshwaters. 

“It is worth protecting and paying at-
tention to the scientific studies funded by 
taxpayers and the government.” 

Macon County resident, Susan Ervin 
also expressed her opposition to the pro-
posed changes.

‘We’ve all seen our rivers run really dirty, 
and we’ve all seen muddy water gushing off  
construction sites,” said Ervin. “Some peo-
ple do a bad job because they really don’t 
know what ‘best practices’ are, while oth-
ers just want to do it fast and cheap. Please 

...ORDINANCES continued from page 1
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Artistic Charcuterie for Corporate Events, Private Parties, Anytime and Any Size!

The Secret is Out! 
Our Charcuterie Boards are the Best!

Place Your Order Today!
(828) 305-7509

 at The Secret Garden
 208 N. 5th St. Village Square

Upstairs and Across the 
Walkway at Falls on Main,Highlands

Owner/Stylist: 
Lacy Jane Villardo

Stylists: 
Heather Escandon

Maggie Barden 
Desiray Schmitt 
Lauren Buckely

Nail Tech: 
Jenna Schmitt

Hair • Nails • Waxing 
• Tanning 
• Facials 

Walk-ins Welcome!
Open at 9a Tues.-Sat.

828-526-3939

Concerts July 20-23

Saturday, July 20 - 5 PM, Highlands 
Sunday, July 21 - 5 PM, Cashiers 

"Quartet for the End of Time" 
David Shifrin, clarinet; Zuill Bailey, cello; 

Victor Asuncion, piano; Risa Hokamura, violin 

Monday, July 22 - 5 PM, Highlands 
Tuesday, July 23 - 5 PM, Cashiers 

"Concerto Night" 
Zuill Bailey, cello; Risa Hokamura, violin; Victor Asuncion, piano 

HIGHLANDS 
CASHIERS 
CHAMBER 
M US IC 
FESTIVAL 

Highlands-Cashiers Chamber Music Festival 
www.h-cmusicfestival.org 

hccmfnc@gmail.com 
(828) 526-9060 

Read Highlands Newspaper for free from everywhere ... 
on the street or on the web.

Go to www.highlandsinfo.com. Click on Local News. 
Delivered and uploaded every Thursday AM

don’t vote for more mud in our waters, more 
ditches and culverts full of  sediment, more 
deep gullies in our mountains.”

She said many places in the world have 
had clear, flowing streams and rivers to enjoy 
and use appropriately, have had productive 
agricultural land forest covered hillsides and 
mountains, plentiful clean drinking water, a 
good rural way of  life, but they didn’t take 
care of  it. 

“They chipped away at it; they went for 
what they wanted or thought they needed in 
the moment, every man for as much as he 
could get. Now they’re paying a high price.”

Ervin said Macon County still has all 
those good things, but it has to choose to 
have them continue.

“Every one of  them can be destroyed 
very easily; as you make your decisions on 
each of  these ordinances, we hope you will 
treat the land where we live as more than a 
commodity but will choose to treat it with 
respect as the home we love,” she said.

After a motion by Chairman Gary 
Shields, the board voted 3 to 2 to table any ac-
tion and discussion on the proposed change 
to the ordinance to the August 13 commis-
sioners meeting. Commissioners John Shearl 
and Paul Higdon voted against tabling the 
proposed change to the ordinance.

Macon County 
Watershed Protection Ordinance 
The county’s watershed protection 

ordinance restates and amends the ordi-
nance of  2021. This ordinance regulates 
the county’s watershed management and 
includes water supply watershed protection 
requirements. These areas are designated 
as public water supply watershed by the 
NC Environmental Management Com-
missioner and are established on water-
shed protection maps adopted as part of  
the ordinance. These areas are designated 
as “excellent quality waters” meaning areas 
which are exceptional value in the county 
for recreational or ecological significance.

The proposed change would allow 
specific amendments to the ordinance to 
remove the prohibition of  Recreational 
Vehicle (RV) Parks as a non-permissible 
use in a special non-residential intensity 
allocation. Under the nonresidential inten-
sity allocation, the variance would allow 
commercial-type properties to request and 
be granted more allowable in-service areas. 
Up to 70 percent of  usage is for businesses 
and as a RV park is a business, it would be 
treated as such and be permitted under the 
ordinance change.

“I think that allowing recreational 
vehicle parks to receive a special non-res-
idential intensity allocation this close to 
the waterways in our water supply water-
shed poses a risk to the community’s right 
to clean water,” said Sarah Johnson, who 
spoke again, this time in opposition to the 
proposed change. “It also will take up a lot 
of  the county’s agricultural land.”

She said currently on a map for the US 
Forest Service, most of  Macon County is 
labeled as functioning at risk. 

“The forest service is telling you that 
your watershed is functioning at risk, and 
with this proposed change you would be 
doing things to increase the intensity on 
land cover and messing up the land’s abil-
ity to absorb the water while allowing the 
rain to wash the pollutants from the septic 
off  these RV units into the watershed,” she 
said.

Commissioners voted 3 to 2 to table 
further discussion and any change to the 
watershed protection ordinance to the 
September 10 meeting. Shearl and Higdon 
once again voted against tabling the pro-
posed ordinance change.

Macon County 
Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance

The final public hearing was for pro-
posed changes to the Macon County Flood 
Prevention Ordinance which was restated 
and amended in 2021.

Commissioners are considering a 
proposal to make certain amendments to 

• See ORDINANCES page 22
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HM Beauty opening July 24th!

Danielle Adriana
Beauty Specialists 

322 Main St Highlands NC
828-482-1112

• Hair Cuts and Color
• Eyebrow Tints and Facial Waxing

• Dermalogica Facials

Now 
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North Carolina Baroque 
Orchestra to perform in free 

concert, July 25
The North Carolina Ba-

roque Orchestra will perform in 
a 5pm concert at Highlands First 
Presbyterian Church on Thurs-
day, July 25. 

The NCBO, a period instru-
ment ensemble, was co-founded 
in 2011 by sisters and musical 
collaborators Frances Blaker and 
Barbara Blaker Krumdieck for 
the purpose of  providing orches-
tral and chamber music opportu-
nities for musicians specializing 
in baroque performance practice. 
The NCBO maintains a goal of  

presenting refined, stylistic, artistic, 
and fun performances engaging 
both the players and the listeners 
in the stories and historical con-
text behind the music. Musicians in 
the group come from all over the 
country. Co-founder Frances Blak-
er serves as Conductor and Artistic 
Director.

First Presbyterian Church is 
located at the corner of  Main and 
Fifth Streets. Handicapped ac-
cessible entrances are located on 
Church Street and on Fifth Street.

•Musical Happenings at 1st. Presbyterian church•

North Carolina Baroque Orchestra.

The Trey Clegg Singers.

Interlude Concert to Feature Trey Clegg Singers
The Interlude series which 

is sponsored by First Presby-
terian Church continues with a 
concert at 2pm on Wednesday, 
July 24, with a performance by 
the Trey Clegg Chamber Singers.

Founded by Artistic Direc-
tor Trey Clegg, the Chamber 
Singers is a group of  20 voices 
from among the 70 voices of  the 

Trey Clegg Singers, Inc., Atlanta’s 
premier multi-cultural choral en-
semble. With a mission to inspire 
the passion of  reconciliation, eq-
uity, and harmony, this selectively 
auditioned ensemble performs at 
the highest level of  choral disci-
pline and standards.

There is no charge for the In-
terlude concerts, which constitute 

a ministry in music to the commu-
nity. Dress is casual- come as you 
are. Visitors to Highlands are es-
pecially invited to these concerts. 
First Presbyterian Church is locat-
ed at the corner of  Main and Fifth 
Streets. Handicapped accessible 
entrances are located on Church 
Street on and Fifth Street.
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Pastor Sam Forrester

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315

Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30; Worship 10:30
CHAPEL OF THE SKY

Sky Valley. GA • 706-746-2999 
Sundays: 10 a.m. Worship; Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 

CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 
The Rev’d Dr. Michael Matlock, Rector

464 U.S. Hwy. 64E, Cashiers, NC 
CAC@christanglicancashiers.org • 828-743-1701

Sunday: 9:30a Adult Christian Ed; 10:30a Holy Eucharist;
6p Contemplative Worship; Wed: 6p Potluck, Bible Study
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470 www.cashiers.church

Sun. S.S 9:30a,10:45a & 6p thru Oct. 27 informal contemplative 
service with communion and healing prayer; Tues. Guys study 

8am. Gals 10am.; Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.
Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
CHURCH IN THE WILDWOOD, 

Horsecove Rd, Highlands - 919-523-7067 
Traditional Hymn Sing Sundays 7-8p, thru Sept 21. 

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sundays: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am

Wednesdays: Youth 5:30-7pm; Women’s Bible Study: Mondays 
4:30pm, Tuesdays 10am; Men’s Bible Study: Wednesdays & Thurs-

days 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY

706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org

Sunday: Rite I, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite II with Choir 10:30 
am in Sanctuary, Wed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, Morn-

ing Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Women’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Emily Wilmarth, pastor 
828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org

Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.
Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m. Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship

242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376

In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
 909a Bluegrass and 11a Traditional

 www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdrof

Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

Franklin • 828-634-1312 • mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: 1st /Fri. and 3rd Sat. 

and Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur. 
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church. 4224 Big Ridge 

(4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Youth Group 6 p.m.; Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Tues. - 9:30am; Thurs. - 9:30am; Sat. 4pm; Sun. - 11am 

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon; 
Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

Sunday Rites-Holy Eucharist: 8a. 9:30 & 11a
Visit our website www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com for 

schedules of activities. 
Our Bazaar Barn is open Thurs. - Sat. 10a -2p.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers •828-743-2122
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

The truth of 
salvation

“I tell you the truth, whoever hears 
my word and 

believes him who sent me has eternal 
life and will not be condemned, he has 

crossed over from death to life.”

Jesus speaks these words to the man from the pool of  
Bethesda. He healed this man and when the Jews found out 
they questioned the man. They wanted to know who healed 

him. The man had no idea who had healed him. When he ran 
into Jesus again and found out who he was he went back to the 
Jews and told them it was Jesus who healed him.

The Jews were really upset that Jesus was doing all these 
wonderful things that helped people. They were jealous and 
when they confronted Jesus his answer about his Father made 
them even madder and they wanted to kill him. 

Jesus Christ came into this world to do for people things 
they could never do for themselves. He came to deliver them 
from the terrible bondage they were trapped in by sin, Satan 
and death. He tells the Jews that he has some truth they need 
to hear. That truth was they needed to listen to him and believe 
who he was. Jesus was the Word, he was the revelation of  God. 
He brought a wonderful message of  hope. The path to salvation 
begins with the hearing of  God’s promise to save everyone who 
hears the gospel and believes it with all of  their heart. 

Jesus came to do three things for mankind. He came to live 
a perfect life which the law requires to come into the presence of  
God. He also died the atoning death to pay the price for the sins 
of  those who place their hope and trust in him and in him alone. 
He won the resurrection victory, defeating death and setting all 
who believe in him as the Son of  God free from death. These 
are the things you must believe if  you are going to be delivered 
from condemnation and given the gift of  eternal life.

Man is born into a life of  sin and spiritual death. He is the 
subject of  death; death is his lord. There is absolutely no way 
he can ever free himself  from this terrible plague. This is why 
Jesus came into this world because he knew man was helpless 
and hopeless. Jesus came with a mission and that is what he is 
telling the Jews in John 5. He came from God to act in the place 
of  sinful men. To take upon himself  their sentence of  death and 
give to them the hope of  life. He came to help them cross over 
from death to life.

How are they going to be able to do this? He is going to 
give them a new heart and a new spirit and place his Holy Spirit 
in their hearts (Eze. 36:26-27). Once he has done this work that 
person will be able to see his sin and his need of  a Savior and 
know that Jesus Christ is his Savior. He will open his ears and 
listen; he will open his heart and believe. One of  the important 
things you need to hear is found in John 14:6 when Jesus says “I 
am the way, the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except they come through me.” 

The truth about salvation is that it comes through Jesus 
Christ and through him alone. God sent Jesus into this world 
with a mission to save all the Father had given him. If  you will 
open your ears and hear his word and open your heart and be-
lieve what he teaches about himself. You will be saved from your 
life of  sin and made alive and given a place with Jesus and the 
Father in heaven.  

Whiteside Presbyterian Church, 
Cashiers
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Highlands Police entries 
from July 3. Only the names 
of persons arrested, issued 
a summons/citation, issued 
a Class-3 misdemeanor or 
those of public officials have 
been used. 

July 3
• At 10:51 p.m., officers re-

sponded to a male resident on 
Holt Knob Road misusing the 
9-1-1 system by calling multiple 
times without purpose.

July 4
• A little past midnight, Hilar-

io Ruiz Mendoza, 38, of Highlands 
was arrested on misdemeanor 
counts. He was issued a $500 
unsecured bond. His trial date is 
Aug. 1.

 July 8
• At 4:10 p.m., officers re-

sponded to a shoplifting incident 
at Potpourri on Main Street 
where $15 of costume jewelry 
was taken. 

July 12
• At 1:18 p.m., officers re-

sponded to a 2-vehicle accident 
on South 5th Street involving a 
vehicle traveling north on South 
5th street and a tractor-trailer 
truck travelling south on South 
5th Street. A utility line snagged 
the top of the truck, which caused 
a utility pole to break at the inter-
section of South 5th and Spring 
streets resulting in four utility 
lines falling onto South 5th Street 
and onto the other vehicle caus-
ing minor damage.

July 13
• At 8:02 p.m., officers re-

sponded to a one-vehicle accident 
on US 64 east (Cashiers Road) near 
Sherwood Forest when a motorist 
traveling toward Highlands crossed 
the center line, ran off the road, 
traveled on the embankment for 
90 feet, returned to the roadway, 
flipped upside down and came to 
a rest facing east in the westbound 
lane. Traffic was rerouted to town 
through Flat Mountain and Hicks/
Mirror Lake roads.

• At 9:37 p.m., Ferncli Her-
nandez Perez, 26, was arrested for 
Driving under the Influence on US 
64 east (Cashiers Road). He was is-
sued a $1,500 unsecured bond. His 
trial date is Aug. 28.

The Highlands Fire & Res-
cue log from July 9.

July 9
• At 5:06 a.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence on 
Big Bear Pen Road.

July 10
• At 4:39 p.m., the dept. pro-

vided public assistance at a location 
on N. 4th St. 

• At 5:58 p.m., the dept. pro-
vided public assistance at a location 
in Highlands Meadows.

July 12
• At 11:40 a.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a location on 
Main Street.

• At 8:27 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a motor vehicle acci-

Christ Anglican Church 
launched a 6 PM Sunday evening 
service on July 7. 

The new informal contem-
plative worship service is open 
to all with music, spoken word, 
silence, communion, and healing 
prayer. 

New informal service offered at 
Christ Anglican Church in 

Cashiers

dent on NC 106 (Dillard Road).
July 13
• At 6:20 a.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence on 
Whiteside Mountain Road.

• At 9:07 a.m., the dept. pro-
vided public assistance at a loca-
tion on Bowery Road.

• At 2:53 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a loca-
tion on Log Cabin Road.

• At 7:53 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a motor vehicle acci-
dent on N. 4th Street.

• At 11:19 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence on 
Brush Face Road North.

July 14
• At 11:21 a.m., the dept. 

provided public assistance at a 
location on US 64 west (Franklin 
Road).

• At 5:35 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence on 
Maple Way.

• At 10:40 p.m., the dept. 
responded to a call of a tree on 
Clear Creek Road.

July 15
• At 9:35 a.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Kettle Rock Road.

• At 8:46 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a motor vehicle acci-
dent on Buck Creek Road.

NOTE:
“Public Assistance” respons-

es can mean various things: keys 
locked in vehicles, batteries in a 
smoke detector and more.

On Friday, June 12 Highlands 
Police and local utility crews had 
South 5th Street closed for several 
hours for downed utility lines. 

A large truck was delivering 
to an address on Pierson Drive. 
While the truck was leaving the 
area, it got caught on utility lines 
which were hanging too low into 
the roadway near the intersection 
of  Spring and South 5th streets. 
The utility pole holding the lines 
was broken, bringing the lines 
down and blocking the roadway.

The utility pole only held 
phone, cable, and Internet lines 
therefore power lines were unaf-

fected. Minor damage was re-
ported to one vehicle driving 
through the area as the lines fell. 

South Fifth Street was closed 
for several hours while utility 
companies repaired the lines. 

Highlands Police Depart-
ment thanks residents for their 
patience while the roadway was 
closed as well as Hotwire Com-
munications for its quick assis-
tance in getting the lines cleared 
from the roadway, as well as 
Frontier Communications, Bal-
sam West, and Vyve Broadband 
who also responded to repair af-
fected lines. 

Delivery truck brings down 
utility lines on S. 5th St.

The service will be held ev-
ery Sunday through October 27. 

For more information con-
tact Fr. Michael Matlock, of-
fice 828-743-1701. The church 
is located in Cashiers on Hwy 
64 East. www.christanglicanca-
shiers.org

By Steve Hott
On Tuesday July 9, the High-

lands Hurricanes Swim Team 
traveled to Murphy to compete 
with Cherokee County Aquatics 
Club (CCAC) and Jackson Coun-
ty Swim Team (JCST) for a 3-way 
match.

The Hurricanes won 365 to 
297 (JCST) to 248 (CCAC).

The Hurricanes were led 
by 1st time Jr. Olympic Quali-
fier Bella Batista and Jr. Olympi-
ans Jasmine Abranyi and Chase 
Kenter.  All three scored 24 pts. 
Abranyi and Batista won four 
events. Kenter, three. Abranyi 
broke team records in the 100-yd 
freestyle and the 100-yd  back-
stroke.

Another 1st time Jr. Olympic 
qualifier Xincheng Zhang brought 
home 23 points two blue ribbons 
and two 2nd place finishes. Wylie 
Hinton, 1st time Jr. Olympic quali-
fier Alex Lopez and Jr. Olympians 
Conner Hughes and Justin Powell 
all scored 22 pts with two 1sts and 
one 2nd each. Hughes broke the 
team record in the 100-yd butter-
fly.

Jr. Olympician Lilliana 
Chambless won three events and 
brought home 21 pts. Jr. Olym-
pians Paolo McCrae and Corena 
Dearth won one event and two 
events, respectively, McCrae with 
20 pts, Dearth with 19.

Ian Batista scored 18, Jayce 
Powell 17, Annemarie Hinton 16, 

Charlie Hinton 13, Andre Jimenez 
and Penelope McRae 14. All won 
a race. Max Jestin scored 15 pts 
including a 2nd place finish, sister 
Agatha Jestin scored 14 pts and 
two first places. Cooper Fisher 
swam well and scored a point.

The Highlands Hurricanes 
Swim Team is a year-round High-
lands Recreation Park Team that 
practices mostly in the evenings 
at the Highlands Recreation Park 
Pool. The only requirement to 
join is that a prospective swimmer 
must be able to swim 25 yards 
(the length of  the Highlands Rec-
reation Park Pool) unassisted. For 
further information please call 
828.421.4121.

Hurricanes beat Cherokee and Jackson counties
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Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 log cabins nestled in 
the hemlocks 

on 25 acres at the base 
of Whiteside 
Mountain.

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Grading • Lot Clearing • Retaining Wall
Driveways • Septic Placement

Call Raul 
706-982-3803 
706-970-7638
828-347-0255

valenciagrading@gmail.com

Paul Corbin
Owner

A&O LANDSCAPING SERVICES, LLC

828-371-2240
pcorbin1631@aol.com

Quality Tree Care & Removal 18+ years

Fully Insured828-200-9217

estimates@mendozatree.com
mendozatreeservices.com

HIGHLANDS CHURCH
9a Sunday mornings

LIVE STREAM: Andy Stanley

Following Jesus makes your life better,
And makes you better at life!

For details, text Bee at 404-307-1415

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

Cosmos Flowers

Store: 828-526-0044
Cell: 828-200-6101

cosmosflowersnc@gmail.com
95 Highlands Plaza

Follow us
Instagram and facebook

@cosmosflowersnc

Full Service Florist

Buck Creek Rd - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Road near the hospital

CHESTNUT STORAGE
Storage Units Available
Secure 24-Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045 Look for our sign!

Crane 
Rentals 
Available

• • •
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•Classifieds•

► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Off ce: 828-526-8784 

ryan.bears@allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP  
HHIIGGHHLLAANNDDS & CS & CAASHSHIIEERRS NS NCC

2460 Cashiers Road • Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com

Kiln dried 
FIREWOODFIREWOOD
Delivery or pickup

Al  Stoneham
Realtor-Broker 

Luxury Home Specialist 
Licensed in NC & GA

Cell: 828-332-9767
al.stoneham@allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP  
HIHIGGHLHLAANNDSDS//SSCCAALLYY M MOOUUNNTTAAIINN//CCAASSHIHIEERRSS

Kim’s Compassionate Care
Skilled Hands & A Warm Heart

Kimberly Ferrell
Certified Nursing Assistant/Caregiver

CPR Certified
30+ years experience
References Available

828-347-2542

LISA THOMPSON
DOG SITTING

• daily drop-in visits
• overnight stays
• dog walking
• have passport will travel 

828.424.4637

FOR SALE
LOG HOME FOR SALE BY OWNER. 3 Bed, 

3.5 Bath. 4.5 miles from Highlands at 3541 Dendy Or-
chard Road. Call 828-200-6884. (st. 7/18) 

SEASONED FIREWOOD - Any size load. call 
828-342-6806. (st. 1/25)

LAND FOR SALE - 3 tracts, 7.5 miles south 
of Highlands, 8.64 acres with spring, by far the best 
view in the area at $200,000; 6.12 acres with spring 
(already subdivided into 2, 3-acre lots) $140,000; 3.99 
acres with southern exposure, $70,000. 828-974-1137. 
(8/29)

TINY HOME LOTS FOR SALE. $55k-$85k 
ea. Each lot comes with water, power, and sewer run 
to each lot. www.TinyMountainEstates.com for more 
info. (st. 11/22)

RV SITE - class A only - in Wildflower Creek RV 
Resort. Just minutes from Highlands and Sky Valley. Full 
hook-up, concrete pad, landscaped and storage shed. 
Reduced $192,500. For more info call 828-421-1709 
or email bobnnancync@gmail.com. (st. 1/25)

FOR RENT
DREAM SUMMER GETAWAY IN KEY 

LARGO, FLORIDA. Newly remodeled 2 bed 3 bath 
condo on the bay. Amazing sunset views, great ameni-
ties and more. CasaPalmaKeyLargo.com. (st. 5/23)

2 BDRM/2 BATH FURNISHED APT - liv-
ing room with fireplace, dining area, full kitchen- 
huge covered porch - W/D - 1.5 miles from Main 
St. $2,500 month utilities included - available now.  
561-310-5085. (st. 5/9)

SEASONAL NEW LOG CABIN ON SA-
GEE DRIVE. 2 bedroom & 2 bath suites on Creek. 1 

1/2 mile to downtown. Monthly or seasonally $8,700 
(1) month $7,200 (3) Months. email: renee7726@
gmail.com (st. 5/2)

WORKFORCE HOUSING - 2 bedroom/2 
bath and 3 bedroom/2 bath with between Highlands 
& Cashiers. Includes hi-speed internet, water, & wash-
er/dryer. No dogs. Inquires, Marcy (706) 982-0444 or 
(828)-482-4239, (st. 5/2/24)

HELP WANTED
TRAINED SINGER NEEDED TO CANTOR 

Sunday morning Masses at Our Lady of the Mountains 
(Highlands) and St. Jude (Cashiers / Sapphire) Catholic 
churches. Qualifications: strong vocal and sightreading 
skills; technical ability to access music digitally; experi-
ence singing in liturgical settings; commitment to Sun-
days, Holy Week, Christmas services. Pay negotiable. 
Contact: 828-526-2418 or olmountainshighlands@
rcdoc.org. (7/25) 

ORGANIST/PIANIST NEEDED to play for 
11am Sunday worship services and Wednesday eve-
ning choir rehearsals (5:30-7pm) at First Presbyterian 
Church, Highlands, NC. $20K annual salary. No admin-
istrative duties involved. Our organ is a circa 2004 16-
rank 2 manual Wicks pipe organ. For more information, 
contact Angie Jenkins, Director of Music Ministry @ 
828-200-0183. (st. 6/13)

ESTABLISHED CUSTOM HOMEBUILD-
ER IN HIGHLANDS/CASHIERS area looking for 
project superintendent to manage multiple sites and 
subcontractors. Please send resume to: JW Under-
wood Construction LLC P.O. Box 147, Highlands NC 
2974. Or email: john@jwunderwoodconstruction.com 
(st. 5/2)

SERVICES 
CAREGIVER/SITTER with 40 years experience 

available for part-time personal care, errands, transpor-
tation, meals, etc. Highlands full-time resident. Robert 
Doe 828.399.0262. (st. 6/13)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDYMAN – 
Chatlos Construction – Remodels, Additions, Framing, 
Siding, Roofing, Decks, Painting. References. Insured. 
828-200-4071. (4/25) 

MURPHY’S PAINT CO. - interior/exterior 
painting/sheetrock repair/wallpaper removal/log homes/
decks. Insured. Free estimates. 828-332-0525 or 828-
421-8600. (8/1)

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR ANY-
THING HAULED AWAY? Call or text James of 
Going Gone at 828-421-2655. (3/28)

ANYTHING GOES CLEAN-UP SERVICE 
Complete property cleanup - house, garage, property, 
etc. Call at 828-200-2855. (st. 9/28)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN VIN-
SON: scanning photos, slides & negatives to CD or 
DVD for easier viewing. Video transfer to DVD. Every-
thing done in house. Leave message at 828-526-5208.
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...COVID continued from page 10

THE 
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!
Highlands • Cashiers • Atlanta

828.200.3050 
bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net

...ORDINANCES continued from page 16
the ordinance to allow limited fill 
and development within the flood 
fringe or flood plain - not in the 
floodway - provided that such fill 
is not more than 25 percent of  
the total of  the flood fringe area 
contained in each parcel, and if  
fill in excess of  the 25 percent is 
sought, that such an application be 
accompanied by a Certification of  
No Adverse Impact from a NC li-
censed Civil Engineer.

The objectives of  the flood-
plain ordinance are to:

Protect human life, safety 
and health; Minimize expenditure 
of  public money for costly flood 
control projects; Minimize the 
need for rescue and relief  efforts 
associated with flooding and gen-
erally undertaken at the expense 
of  the general public; Minimize 
prolonged business losses and in-
terruptions; Minimize damage to 
public facilities and utilities that 
are located in flood prone areas; 
Minimize damage to private and 
public property due to flooding; 
Make flood insurance available to 
the community through the Na-
tional Flood Insurance Program; 
Maintain the natural and benefi-
cial functions of  floodplains; Help 
maintain a stable tax base by pro-
viding for the sound use and devel-
opment of  flood prone areas; En-
sure that potential buyers are aware 
that property is in a Special Flood 
Hazard Area.

Jordan Smith, Executive Di-
rector of  Mainspring Conserva-
tion Trusts, spoke against the 
proposed change to the floodplain 
prevention ordinance.

“I represent a board of  16 
people and about 15 staff  that live 
and work in Macon County and 
surrounding counties,” said Smith. 
“Mainspring typically avoids politi-
cal involvement in matters like this 
as we believe land conservation, 
sustainable agriculture and clean 
water are nonpartisan issues; how-
ever, the proposed amendments to 
this ordinance directly threaten the 
lands that we’ve worked to pro-
tect for more than 27 years. These 
lands represent investments of  our 
private landowners, state and fed-
eral tax dollars as well as private 
donations to protect these lands.”

He said Mainspring has pub-
licly stated that any weakening of  
the current flood damage preven-
tion ordinance would ultimately 
harm downstream property own-
ers and negatively impact rare and 
prime farmland soils as well as crit-
ical habitats within the floodplain. 

“Yes, floodplains and floods 
aren’t a new thing, but the reason 
they aren’t worse than they were 20 
or 30 years ago is because of  this 
ordinance that has been in place 
for a couple of  decades,” he said.

The Peek’s Creek landslide 
tragedy occurred in 2004 and in-
stigated changes to the floodplain 

ordinance.
He said bottom lands, par-

ticularly mountain bottomlands, 
contain prime agricultural soils. 

“North Carolina currently 
ranks second in the nation in the 
rate of  farmland loss. In addition, 
our bottomlands hold not only 
significant agricultural value, but 
also essential cultural and environ-
mental importance. Mainspring 
advocates for smart development 
that supports both residents and 
visitors of  this region,” he said. 
“The land that we have here is re-
ally special, and I think all of  us 
would agree we are dedicated to 
preserving the unique values and 
the natural treasures that make 
this area globally significant.”

Commissioners voted unani-
mously to table further discussion 
and a vote on proposed changes 
to the flood prevention ordinance 
to the October 8 board meeting.

“Tonight, has been very edu-
cational for myself, and I thank all 
of  you for coming in to share,” 
said Commissioner Danny An-
toine. “There are obviously many 
issues on all sides of  this; person-
ally, for me I am not in favor of  
government or any other entity 
telling landowners what they can 
or cannot do on their own land; 
however, I also believe you should 
do your best to be a good neigh-
bor not be a nuisance or a danger 
to your neighbors.” 

54% of  COVID cases in the U.S., 
per the CDC’s most recent vari-
ant tracking data. KP.3, in par-
ticular, made up the most cases 
of  any variant at 24.5% of  cases, 
according to the latest forecasting 
data.

Health officials said that 
while there are no indicators the 
new strains cause more severe 
illnesses than other strains, the 
CDC is monitoring community 
transmission of  the virus and 
how vaccines perform against 
this strain.

A variety of  symptoms 
are the same across the strains - 
cough, sore throat, runny nose, 
sneezing, fatigue, headache, 
muscle aches, altered sense of  

smell, congestion, fever or chills. 
shortness of  breath or difficulty 
breathing, nausea or vomiting and 
diarrhea.

Over-the-counter medicines, 
such as acetaminophen, ibuprofen, 
and decongestants are suggested 
for symptom relief.

Symptoms can last for several 
days. People are typically conta-
gious for about 10 days after the 
onset of  symptoms. For those 
with mild to moderate symptoms, 
this period can be shorter, often 
around 5-7 days. For people with 
severe symptoms or those with a 
weakened immune system, conta-
giousness can last up to 20 days.

In 2024, there is no one-size-
fits-all duration for how long to 

isolate. Health officials say people 
can resume regular activities - ide-
ally still using other prevention 
strategies, like masking and dis-
tancing - based on when symp-
toms have improved and fever 
has gone away.

According to Jimmy Vil-
liard, Population Health Section 
Administrator with the MC Pub-
lic Health Dept., North Carolina 
no longer requires cases to be re-
ported to Health Departments, so 
it does not have current local data 
to share but offered the following 
links to track the virus: https://
covid19.ncdhhs.gov/dashboard
#HospitalAdmissions-6376 and 
https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/
dashboard/respiratory-virus-sur-
veillance
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chambers R.ealt_y
& 

Vacation Rentals 

Highlands is calling 

Sales, Vacation Rentals, 
and Property Management 

Since 1941 

401 N. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com

info@highlandsiscalling.com
 https://www.facebook.com/CRVRHighlandsiscalling/
 https://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals

 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

11

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

33

11
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K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

3

Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

Darlene  Conley
Mountain Luxury

Your Dream. Your Journey. YOU’RE 
HOME!

Dedicated to finding the home you’ve 
always wanted.

Cell: 404-427-2448
darlene.conley@ allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//  
PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522

www.highlandsproperties.com

Wei chert. 
REALTORS 

Highlands Properties 

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 2”

Trusted advisors 
providing impeccable 
personalized service

ALLEN TATE REALTORS/PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUPALLEN TATE REALTORS/PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP
(404) 219-1349 (404) 219-1349 •• HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC

HATHAWAY 
BERKSHIRE 

I REALTY 
MEADOWS MOUNTAIN 

HOMESEAVICES 

MITZI RAUERS 
Broker / Luxury Collection 
Specialist 
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

Office: 828-526-4663 
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com 

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

555 &537 N 5th St. 
Highlands

4.80 acres
LIVE 

IN THE HEART 
OF HIGHLANDS!

$5,950,000

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA



HIGHLANDS OFf'ICE 

Cell: 678-936-9309 
Office: 828-526-4663 
carl@landmarkrg.com 

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

8

9

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

Open Year-Round • 6 days a week
343-D Main Street • 526-4035

Open 
7 days 

Lunch & 
Dinner

11a-3:30p 
&

5:30-til?

8

www.wildthymegourmet.com

Wed. through Sun.

Bistro opens at 4p
Dinner begins at 5:30p 

Taste the difference, Always fresh.

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

42 Years of Fine Dining
Open 
5:30-9p 

April Days:
Tues. - Sat.

OPEN HOUSES THIS WEEKEND!
Open to the Public. See ad on page 23

HIGHLANDS CASHIERS

Every home ... 
has a story. 

Let us tell yours.

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com
210 North Fifth Street, 
Highlands, NC 28731

 Deborah “Bee” Gleeson 
404.307.1415 

BeeGlee4@Gmail.com 
and

Pat Gleeson
828.782.0472 

PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.

JULIE OSBORN 
& PAT ALLEN

MORE THAN 33 YEARS OF
EXEMPLARY SERVICE ON THE PLATEAU

VOTED AMERICA’S BEST

828.200.6165 | 828.200.9179
julie.osborn@allentate.com
pat.allen@allentate.com

Our clients rate us 5 out of 5
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