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Williamses sell OEI Hospitality Group

Whitley family from Athens, now at the helm of its companies and properties

The South’s award-winning
collection of hotels and clubs has
found new ownership in James
and Jessica Whitley of Athens,
Georgia. On Friday, June 14,
2024, the sale of Old Edwards
Hospitality Group’s assets was
completed between long-time
owners Art and Angela Williams
and the Whitleys.

Art and Angela Williams pur-
chased Old Edwards Inn more
than 20 years ago after visiting and
falling in love with the town of
Highlands in their younger years.
Over the last two decades, they
renovated the original inn and spa,
added rooms, restaurants, shops,
wedding and event venues, and

two golf clubs. A full hospitality

group began to grow and Old Ed-
wards Inn and Spa, as well as the
Old Edwards Club,has become a
beloved destination for families
across America.
“As Angela and I entered
our eighties (we both turned 82
in April), we began to realize we
didn’t have the energy or stamina
- See OLD EDWARDS page |3

HS Class of 2004 20-year reunlon

Ui e

In 2004, the CIass of 2004 was the Iargest graduatlng class from Highlands School at 35 students This past
weekend most of them gathered from as far away as Germany to celebrate their past and their connection to
Highlands.At the first event held the evening of Friday, June 14 at The Secret Garden, 26 gathered. Saturday was a
daytime affair at the Wilson Barn on Rich Gap Road. Members of the class were (maiden names) Cole Alexander,
Rosalind Ashburn, Cole Berg, Katy Betz, Kay Billingsley, Lauren Carnes, Heather Dalton, Miranda Dotson, Pablo
Escandon, Eric Fielding, Paul Fredrick, Maegan Gallira, Nathan Heffington, Rachel Lewicki,Amber Manley, Chelsea
Moses, Steven Owens, Jessica Potts, Brittany Potts, Margie Potts, Christopher Raby, Travis Raby, Caitlin Rawlins,
Trent Reese, Brittany Shook,Anna Claire Sims, Danny Thomas, Raymond Varn, James View, Melissa Warren, Ste-
ven Warren, Alana Wilson, Zack Wilcox and exchange student from Germany, Keno Menneback.

Panoramic Vistas Spanning 60 Miles

39 Bear Shadow Ridge, Highlands
4 BEDROOMS | 5.5 BATHROOMS | MLS# 104366

Highlands S“thﬁ‘kf}’

INTERMATIDMNA

Mayor on Duty ..............
Weather
Ink Penn
Letters ...eeeeeererenene
Obituaries.......coeeuevenenee.

NNBANDN

Investing at 4,118 Ft....... 8
Hospital News................ 10
Events......ccooeeveeeerererennnne 16
Police and Fire................. 19
Classifieds .......coeveveuneee 21

MC Commissioners pass
2024-"25 $63.7M budget
with minor changes

Commissioners Higdon and Shearl voted ‘no’

After a detailed discussion
and minor amendments, at the
June meeting the Macon County
Board of Commissioners ap-
proved the 2024-25 FY budget.

The budget, which now
stands at $63,704,651, saw a blend
of consensus and contention
among the commissioners.

County Manager Derek Ro-
land opened the discussion by in-
viting board members to address
any concerns about the proposed
budget. Commissioner Paul Hig-

don, as a senior member of the
board, noted his extensive experi-
ence with the county budgets and
expressed overall satisfaction but
sought input on several specific
items.

One significant point of de-
bate was the Community Fund-
ing Pool, which provides taxpayer
funds to local non-profits to the
tune of $75,000 a year. Commis-
sioner John Sheatl argued for its
removal, noting that both the

* See MC BUDGET page 14

Verbiage to amortize
STRs on June TB agenda

By Kim Lewicki
At tonight's Town Board
meeting, Commissioner Brian

Stiehler will introduce an amend-
ment to the Unified Development
Ordinance regarding the amortiza-
tion of Short-term Rentals in the
R1 and R2 districts of Highlands.

The promise to do away with
STRs was a campaign promise
made by Commissioners Stiehler
and John Dotson this last election
cycle.

This move is in preparation
of NC Senate Bill 667 — a bill that

* See STR page 11

Jody Lovell | (528) 226.6303

M<CULLEY’S

The largest selection of
Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...
242 S. 4th St. - 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week

www.mcculleys.com

on the hill
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OEI changes hands and Town Board is set to amortize STRs

( :hange is inevitable, so I ]
was not shocked when I l' "
got the call this weekend
stating that Old Edwards Hospi-
tality Group and all its properties
had been sold. The surprise came
when I learned that OEI had not
been sold to a large hotel and re-
sort corporation like Marriott,
Wyndham, or Hilton but rather to
a couple with the real estate knowl-
edge and business commitment to
operating facilities like OEL

I want to congratulate Art
and Angela Williams on the successful sale of
their properties to folks who will maintain the
OEI tradition of being outstanding commu-
nity partners. Highlands has been fortunate
to have the Williams invest in our commu-
nity for over twenty years. I am sure they will
continue to remain engaged in Highlands’ life
as they take on new endeavors in the coming
years.

I want to welcome James and Jessica
Whitely as the new owners of OEI While I
know they will maintain the OEI and High-
lands tradition as innovative businesspeople, I
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Patrick Taylor

needed for space.

suspect they will, in time, bring their
creative vision to OEI. As mayor, 1
look forward to meeting with them
\ and discussing Highlands and the
}- ) challenges and opportunities that
3 lie ahead.

Thursday, June 20, is the
monthly town board meeting, It
will be held at the Highlands Recre-
ation Center and will begin at 7 pm.
There is no 6 pm workshop meet-
ing scheduled for this Thursday.

I anticipate the July board
meeting to resume at the Highlands
Community Center next to the ball field. The
contractor is in the final stages of completing
the renovations to the Highlands Community
Center.

There ate two major items on the agenda
tonight. First, there will be a public hearing
concerning the proposed fiscal year 2024-2025
budget. Following the hearing, the board will
review the final budget and hopefully approve
the budget. Let me emphasize that after the
budget public hearing, the proposed budget
can be amended to reflect concerns or needed
modifications. A budget has to be approved
by July 1 or there would be a continuation of
the current budget minus critical items like
pay raises and capital projects. I anticipate the
board approving the proposed budget.

Another major item will be a review of
a proposed STR ordinance amendment that
would amortize the grandfathered status of
STRs currently in operation. In short, grand-
fathered STRs in R1 or R2 would get a des-
ignated period of continued operation before
STR use would have to stop.

I have recently expressed my opinion that
amortization is not the best course of action.
I believe over time, the number of STRs in
residential neighborhoods will diminish, and
therefore, I advocate for improved enforce-
ment actions of currently grandfathered STRs.
I share with a number of commissioners the
view that we do not want to see our residential
zones overwhelmed with short-term rentals.
Nevertheless, a number of commissioners do
not embrace my position and believe amortiza-
tion is the best course of action. I will say that
if the board does embrace amortization, it will
resolve the issue of STRs, maybe throughout
the state, by possible state preemption legisla-
tion and/or legal actions.

The language for amortization was
drafted by the town attorney as requested by
the board. The amendment is very brief and

straightforward. If the amortization action is

adopted, a review process will ensure that it
includes a planning board review and a public

hearing,
The meeting on Thursday can be ac-
cessed by a link on the town website.
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. "May the god of live bait bless us today.”

- WEATHER .

Thu, 20~Jun Fn, 21Jun
\ | /
77°F @ 81°F
. 51°F 56°F
Mostly sunny and Partly sunny
pleasant
RealFeek® RealFeel®

High: 83° Low: 65° High: 87° Low: 68°

Sat, 22-Jun Sun, 23~Jun
N\ I /7 N\ | /
B 82°F _@ 81°F
p 60°F 62°F

An aftemoon shower in A t-storm around in the
spots p.m.
RealFeek® RealFeel®
High. 90° Low: 68° High: 90° Low 69°

For Real-time Weather and the Extended Forecast,
go to www.highlandsinfo.com and click on Weather

HIGHLANDER

ROOFING SERVICES

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt * Cedar » Metal * Synthetic Materials

Showroom: 1511 Highlands Rd * Franklin ¢ O: 828-524-7773
info@highlandernc.com * www.highlandernc.com
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Brandon Crocker
Thursday, July 11

THE FARM

at Old Edwards
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e INK PENN®

atare you in the mood to read?
Genteel mysteries set in 1920s
England or a fast-paced mod-

ern-day mystery set in small-town Maine?
These three books are equally entertain-
ing, but the third is quite different from
the first two.
Murder at Millar’s Hotel
by Kelly Mason

I’'m hooked. This cozy mystery set in
1920s England has an inspirational main
character. Lady Ellen of Ashcombe Hall
is staying at Millar’s Hotel in a seaside
town while her family home is being re-
furbished.

A war widow, she turned her home
into a convalescent home for WWI vets,
and now in 1924, is ready to move for-
ward. This is a cozy mystery, so of course,
her plans are disrupted when she runs into
an unpleasant character from her past.

But she also runs into a charming
man who spent time convalescing at Ash-
combe Hall, and the game is soon afoot.
Lady Ellen is a caring main character who
looks out for others. Some might label her
a rescuer, but that’s part of her charm. I

Selecting books to fit your mood

can’t wait to dive into book II
to see what develops next for
her.

“Murder at Archly Man-
or” by Sara Rosett

I enjoy the authot’s con-
temporary Murder on Loca-
tion series set in a Cotswolds
village, so 1 wanted to try
this historical cozy series set
in 1920s England. What a
delight. Olive Belgrave is just my kind of
heroine--down-to-earth, able to fend for
herself and not terribly impressed by the
moneyed upper class.

She holds her own no matter the sur-
roundings, and the witty dialogue grabs
your attention. It’s the first in the 8-book
High Society Lady Detective series, and 1
highly recommend you pick it up.

Now, hold on to your hats, fast for-
ward one hundred years, and skip across
the pond to the US.

The Busy Body
by Kemper Donovan

What fun! Two smart women are on
the trail of a killer. One is a ghostwriter

Kathy Manos Penn

who pens memoirs and auto-
biographies for celebrities and
politicians, and the other is a
losing candidate in a recent
presidential election. One is
accustomed to being front and
center. The other is 2 woman
who makes a living being in-
visible.

You’re bound to note the
similarities to Hilary Clinton in
former Senator Dorothy Gibson, who has
sequestered herself in her Maine home to
lick her wounds.

It occurred to me only as I sat down
to write this review that I couldn’t recall the
ghostwriter’s name. I’'m betting it was never
mentioned, which is in keeping with her oc-
cupation. How clever!

When a neighbor dies, the two “in-
volve” themselves in the investigation, and
as befits a mystery with amateur sleuths,
solve the case. Other than the cursing, this
is very much a cozy mystery. Plenty of clev-
er clues, red herrings, and twists and turns
abound. The phrase “Musk adjacent” to
describe an entrepreneur is an example of

the authot’s way with words. A few times,
I had to stop and think before I got the
meaning,

The ghostwriter’s life story is never
fully revealed, though there are hints. That
means there’s more to come. Plus the sub-
title is “A Ghostwriter Mystery,” which is
a clue that this will be a series.

The witty dialogue, complete with
plenty of snark, will keep you entertained,
and you’ll be tempted to read nonstop,
much as you would with an Agatha Chris-
tie story. It’s no surprise to learn that the
author hosts an Agatha Christie podcast.
I await the announcement that book 2 is
on the way.

I enjoy having a variety of books on
my nightstand so that I’'m sure of find-
ing one that fits my mood. After the calm
ones set in England, “The Busybody” was
a nice change.

o Award-winning author Kathy Manos
Penn is a Georgia resident. Find ber cogy myster-
des at Franklin Office Supply & Gifts, and on
Amazon. Contact her at inkpennl19@gmail.
com, and follow her on Facebook, wwmw.facebook.

com/ KathyManosPennAuthor/ .

Tired of Unreliable Internet at Your Vacation Rental?

- Never-ending buffering

issue

> I Impersonalized technician assistance

Unreliable speeds

\
XY

27 Slow, shared connections

Your Current Provider

/. Long response times when experiencing an internet

Our Fiber-Optic Connectivity

is Unmatched by Our Competitors

ﬁ@ 1 Gbps download/1 Gbps upload

DO I

We have the perfect solution to

your guests needs:

[ ] [ ]
f' s l Q n g)énl;l(r:t‘:\:::gations

Call 833.986.1570

Stop By 670 N 4th St.

Local Highlands sales and service team

Guaranteed hardwired speeds

Personal concierge level service

Direct Fiber-to-the-Home connection

Email highlands@hotwiremail.com

All trademarks are property of their respective owners. Fision services provided by Hotwire Communications, Ltd. © 2024

HIGH SPEED
INTERNET

1GIG

with FREE whole-home Wi-Fi

2 GIG now available!

$6999

per month for 12 months

Hotwire

COMMUNICATIONS
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UNRIVALED LUXURY
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Realtors®
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628 North 5th Street
Highlands, NC 28741 | $7,300,000 | MLS #104276  F48 Highlands, NC 28741 | $1,600,000 | MLS #104514
Rick Harrison & Steve Sheppard | 404.906.5113 Julie Osborn & Pat Allen | 828.200.6165
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LUXURY ¢
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INTERNATION

allen . .. ’ \ : . " ;;:E_A.L ESTAT-E ;
t:ﬂll]E at A%D Rooted locally. Connected globally. ot ';OTNEBEA%;L?@

REALTY GROUP
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* HIGHI ANDS DINING ®

WOLFGANG'S m Sa:drwf.-lf hsfcﬁtgafmdlink

RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRO Open Year-Round
Mon.-Fri.. 1 [:30a to 5p Sat. 12-5p (and during Music in the Park Saturday nights!)

Offering a variety of
hot and cold specialty sandwiches,
various salads, desserts and charcuterie pre-
pared by a Johnson & Wales certified chef. Stop
by and enjoy a hot sandwich, a cup of home-
made soup and a daily pasta salad.We have in-
door and outdoor courtyard seating, anda Iarge

Can’t linger?
Call (828) 305-7509 to place a pick-up order.

. Vi St
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BEST OF
| AWARE: OF
|EXCELLENCE

..on the Verandah
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
42 Years of Fine Dining

American Cuisine with a
Creole Twist and German Flair

Open
Celebrating Our 30th Year 20-
Taste the Difference, Always Fresh! 5:30-9p
7 Days a
Wednesday - Sunday Week

Bistro Opens at 4pm | Dining Room at 5:30pm

EE ] Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p * Sun. 11a to 7p = s 828-526-2338
: 474 Main Street | 828.526.3807 Closed Tuesdays ] US 64w * Hichlands
]l wolfgangs.net 828.526.3554 4 &
= 595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC
The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Htghlunder Mountain House 828-526-4035
Open for
LUNCH WII_D THYME GOU RMET
Wednesday-Saturday S rTaupe -1
('):)::z)': Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
DINNER Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Wednesday-Saturday Town Square at 343-D Main St. ¢ Highlands ‘.)pcn lucbd"“' Satur dd}
5:30'9P Dinner Starts @ 5:50 PM
Open f Open 5
B;S:lg::l 7 gays Chutdoor Dining 4 Dine-In Art Gallery / lakesiderestanrant.info
with Blue Grass music a Week
10a-3p
_ . Lunch: 11a-3:30p
290 Main Street * Highlands ¢ 828-526-2590 Dinner: e i % L |
highlandermountainhouse.com 5:30p - until 5315mallwood Ave  828-526.9419 HIGHLANDS
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* OBITUARIES®

COFFEE BAR
NOW OPEN

Thursday through Sunday ——
from 8am

HICHLANDS BURRITO

highlandsburrito.com
Dine in or Pick up To Go = (828) 526-9313

STEAK* BURGER*CHICKEN*PORK
HOT DOGS* LAMB*SAUSAGE
TAKE AND EAKE SIDES AND DINNERS
FRESH MADE SANDWICHES & SALADS
BAKED GOODS*WINE*CHEESE
GOURMET FOOD & MORE!!

o

ES-<Fhi 9-5:30 SAT 95
493 umg% H28-526-2762

tdelweiss Pastry Boutique
Homecrafted Scratch Bakery

Desserts made from fine ingredients and
Belgium Chocolate

Weddings,

atering, Bread,
Custom Cakes
10a-4p Wednesday-Sunday
828-200-2700
892 N. 4th Street » Highlands, NC

Thanks to all for a
great Motoring Festival

Dear Editor,

On behalf of the Highlands Motoring Festival 2024 ot-
ganizing committee, we want to express our extreme thanks
to the Town of Highlands and all the town departments that
helped the event committee fulfil its quest to bring the best
possible car festival to the Town of Highlands and to the
many sponsors who supported us and all the local business
owners for their support.

A huge thanks to all the many volunteers who sat at the
gates and directed visitors.

To all car the people who thought enough of our show
to drive or trailer their very special cars and buses up the
mountain to join us which is no easy task.

To all the folks who came from all over to share in this
experience with us. Also, we must thank the weather gods
who blessed us with the best weather ever.

It was a great show in every respect. I hope I have not
forgotten anyone who helped us in this effort, but I will bet
I have! Thank you all.

Ricky Siegel
Highlands Motoring Festival Chairman 2024
* See LETTERS page 13

Dr. James Vernon Barrett Jr

Dr. James Vernon Barrett, Jr., 73, of Highlands, NC
passed away Friday, June 7, 2024. He was born on Febru-
ary 9, 1951, in Dothan, AL, to the late James Vernon Bar-
rett, St. and Annie Louise Bruner Barrett.

James was a member of the Cathedral Church of the
Advent in Birmingham, AL and the Church of the Incar-
nation in Highlands, NC. He practiced dentistry in Fay-
ette, AL, and was later employed with Protective Life in
Birmingham. Dr. Barrett was a member of the Sigma Al-
pha Epsilon Fraternity. He graduated Birmingham-South-
ern College in 1973. He received a master’s degree from
Samford University in 1975 and then graduated from the
University of Alabama School of Dentistry in 1980.

Survivors include his beloved wife of 44 years, Mari-
lyn Barrett, a sister, Cynthia Wingard (Chatles) of Bir-
mingham, AL, and many nieces and nephews.

A Celebration of Life service will be held June 26,
2024, in the chapel at Church of the Incarnation in High-
lands.

Online condolences can be left at www.bryantgrant-
funeralhome.com.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home & Crematory of Frank-
lin, NC is honored to serve the Barrett family.

Isabel Hall Chambers

g

Isabel Hall Chambers, 93, of Highlands, NC, passed
away at her home June 10, 2024. Isabel was a true Highlands
native, born April 14, 1931, to the late Tudor Norton Hall
and Margaret Gilbert Hall and was a lifelong member of the
Church of the Incarnation.

In her lifetime, Isabel was a homemaker, a music teach-
er, gift shop owner and Realtor. She was involved in many
organizations in Highlands and in Atlanta, where her fam-

* See OBITUARIES page ||
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* INVESTING AT A 118 ET1.

Highlands ... I can’t imagine living
anywhere else

. /Nominated, for‘Amerlcas Best’ P
Top 5% of Brokers in QZZ

20 years expen!nce A -.
2 't‘ \ "}_

Nominated for ‘America’s Best’

Top 5% of Brokers in 2022* HCMLS

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742
AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

20 years experience

Read Highlands Newspaper for free from everywhere ...
on the street or on the web.
Go to www.highlandsinfo.com. Click on Local News.
Delivered and uploaded every Thurs.AM

CMLS

Proudly Serving Our
Mountain Communities.

Over 25 years of time-tested investment discipline,
helping clients achieve their goals.

Robin Cook
Sanibel - Highlands

Marci Sherwood
Highlands

Donald Jowdy, Founder
Tampa - Highlands

47 SUNCOAST
g

Highlands | Tampa | Sanibel

828-487-8009 | SuncoastEquity.com | 431 N. 4th Street, Highlands 28741

Investment advisory services are offered through Suncoast Equity Management, LLC,
a Securities and Exchange Commission Registered Investment Advisor.

ow is the real es-

tate market doing in

Highlands? That is
the question I get asked more
often than anything else at this
point in my career. As some-
one born and raised here, T
have seen a lot of comings
and goings in my 60+ years,
so my answer to that afore- [{&
mentioned question is usually [
going to be positive. ELiL

I believe that Highlands ll‘L
is a location and a community B
that is insulated from many
different market trends.

Highlands is a unique
place, almost totally surround-
ed by National Forest, which is why we’ll
always have tourists and people desiring to
live here.

While Kelsey and Hutchinson had an
unreasonable vision for Highlands when it
was founded, the people (like my ancestors)
that did come settle here realized that High-
lands was a respite from the heat of the rest
of the South.

A plateau that is “air conditioned by na-
ture” and therefore a place that will always
be attractive to people who are looking to
escape the thick humid summers of the
Southeast.

Prices keep climbing, even with the
higher interest rates, and it’s because High-
lands is so special.

Even after hundreds of trips off the
plateau visiting the rest of our great nation

WTerry Potts
Country Club Properties of
Highlands
828-421-3417

_L! (or sometimes other nations)
{"“ =4 S J one thing has never changed

for me. When I begin to see
our beautiful Blue Ridge
Mountains in the distance, 1
can immediately feel myself
relax.

Highlands is unique
place in regards to real estate,
but it is even more special
due to the people who live
here and call it home. We
take care of each other, and
we look out for each other in
the way a small community
should.

Just recently, we lost
three real estate agents who
contributed a lot to our community. The
celebrations of their lives and the empathy
shown to their families are a perfect exam-
ple of the spirit of this community ... the
people here look out for everyone. Check
out Facebook or the newspaper when a
dog is missing or when someone is sick,
everyone steps up to help.

Anytime I am feeling a little discon-
nected, a trip to town brings literally doz-
ens of smiling faces and conversations
with both old childhood friends and new
acquaintances alike. I can’t imagine living
anywhere else, so it makes a lot of sense
to think that Highlands will remain a place
whete everyone wants to be.

* W Terry Potts, Country Club Properties
of Highlands, more than five generations in High-
lands. 828-421-3417

e Bi7z/ORG I\lEmLS_

Greenway names
‘worker of the year’

and new officers

At the Annual Meeting of the Highlands
Plateau Greenway on Saturday, after a
morning of trailblazing, outgoing Presi-
dent Jim Ward presented Kathy Smith
with the 2024 Trail Worker of the Year
Award.

Newly elected officers are Sonya Car-
penter, President; Jim Chance, Vice
President; Kathy Smith, Secretary; Phyllis
Davis, Treasurer; and Trail Supervisor:
Bill Grubb.

Kathy Smith and Jim Ward
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2023

R EA I_TR E N DS #3 SMALL TEAMIN NC PER REALTRENDS*
#1Small Team in NC per BHHS**
VE R I F I E rl #17 Small Team in the Country per BHHS**
*Based on 2023 sales data. **Out of a global network of 55,000+ BHHS agents.

L

If you want an award-winning real estate experience, use an award-winning real estate team:

THE MICHAUD/RAUERS GROUP

BERKSHIRE | MEADOWSMOUNTAIN N/ | THEMICHAUDIRAUERS SROUR, - o
HATHAWAY REALTY 218-9123 TOM GOLDACKER: (828) 200-9045 | JCHN MUIR:
HOMESERVICES (404) 245-7027 BROOKS KITTRELL: (828) 230-4453

WWW.MEADOWSMOUNTAINREALTY.COM | (828) 526-4101 | 488 MAIN ST, HIGHLANDS

©2024 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway
HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity. @
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You challenge
yourself

TO PUSH
FURTHER

Our heart
experts are
right in step
with you.

When it comes to your heart, you deserve the best care available.

At Mission Health, our award-winning team of specialists provides
personalized, compassionate treatment for any heart condition — even
the most complex ones.

» Healthgrades Cardiac Excellence Awards for cardiac surgery & surgical care
» Recognized as one of America’s 50 Best Hospitals for Cardiac Care
o Achieved the highest rating in three categories from the Society of Thoracic

Surgeons

Scan to learn
more or visit
MissionHealth.org/heart

¢ MISSION
HEAITH

* HospitalL NEwS e

HC Hospital offers important swing bed
and rehabilitation services here at home

en we think of what
goes on in a hospital,
our ideas often center

around hospital stays that may
involve planned surgery, having
a baby, or an unanticipated visit
to the Emergency Department.
However, there is another criti-
cal type of care that Highlands-
Cashiers Hospital (HCH) pro-
vides that many may not know
as much about, or may not even
be aware of at all — a service
we call our Swing Bed program,
which is essentially a rehab hos-
pital stay.

It is common for patients
to require rehabilitation care after a surgi-
cal procedure or when they are recovering
from an accident or a catastrophic health
emergency, such as a stroke. They may need
multiple clinical specialists to support their
recovery and restore their quality of life. The
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
(the federal agency responsible for the ad-
ministration of the nation’s major health-
care programs) recognizes this need in small
communities like the Plateau and allows ru-
ral hospitals to “swing” their hospital beds
from traditional hospital services to function
as a rehab hospital stay.

There are multiple team members
needed to support a patient in our swing
bed program such as therapists, nurses, di-
eticians, wound care specialists, respiratory
therapists, and of course the medical staff.
The benefits of getting care close to home
are significant. One of the most important is
the ability to have family and friends nearby
for encouragement and support.

TLast month, I referred to a heartwarm-
ing patient story, where a patient who had
been in a serious accident was discouraged
because they thought they would never walk
again. Thanks to their determination and
commitment to working with our cating
team, they regained mobility. The patient is
doing better than ever and let me know they
will be able to start driving this month. This
is a great example of the power of rehabili-
tative care and how empowering it is for the
patient.

The therapy team is comprehensive,
including physical therapy (PT), speech ther-
apy, and occupational therapy (OT), who
work in concert with our other providers to
offer the care that every patient needs, when
they need it. Each member of the therapy
team plays an important role in helping our

Tom Neal CEO,CNO
Highlands-Cashiers required to bend over. With

Hospital

patients rehabilitate.

The OT focuses on help-
ing a patient perform every-
day self-care and other tasks,
including brushing their teeth,
bathing, and cooking. They
help patients relearn daily living
skills, and these can look differ-
ent too. For example, a patient
may have a compromised abil-
ity to bend over, in which case
they may be taught to use a
special tool to help them put
their socks on, so they are not

OT, it’s all about creative solu-
tions to help people with their
recovery and future wellbeing.

Our physical therapists help patients
regain their mobility, which may look dif-
ferent than before the medical event they
experienced. They customize their treat-
ment to a patient’s physical capabilities,
which are often dependent on what type
of injury they have sustained, their age, and
other factors, while helping them learn how
to sit and stand again, move around their
homes safely and comfortably, and even
get back to driving

Speech therapy is another important
service we offer at HCH, and many people
are surprised to learn what this therapists’
work entails. Not only do they help patients
regain their ability to speak, they help them
with cognitive issues and processing chal-
lenges so they can better understand and
process what is said to them, assist with
strengthening patients’ muscles that are
needed for speech, and work with patients
who have difficulties swallowing,

June also happens to be National
Aphasia Awareness Month, a condi-
tion that often affects stroke patients and
causes problems with speech, comprehen-
sion about what’s being said to them, and
challenges with reading and writing, Speech
therapists work regulatly with patients who
are living with aphasia.

I am happy to announce that we have
expanded our speech therapy program and
now offer speech therapy in an outpatient
setting, meaning the service is available to
patients who are not admitted to the hospi-
tal. We are also adding a new service for our
speech pathologists to use called FEES,
which stands for fiberoptic endoscopic
evaluation of swallowing, This test helps

providers evaluate a patient’s ability to swal-
* See HOSPITAL page 13
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ily lived about 15 years, accumulating many
friends along the way. Isabel’s heart was in
Highlands, and she and her husband, Tony,
shared a bit of Highlands everywhere they
went.

Isabel’s talent and enthusiasm for play-
ing music brought joy to many. Her melo-
dies resonated through the hearts of her
family, friends, and community members,
creating bonds that will never be forgotten.

Isabel was a devoted mother and was
a source of unwavering love, guidance, and
support, leaving behind a legacy of cher-
ished memories and life lessons that will
endure through her family and extended
family.

Mrs. Chambers is survived by het sons,
Tucker Chambers (Jeannie) and Timothy
Chambers (Karen); grandchildren, Royce
Chambers, Adam Chambers, Erin Britt,

Susan Williams, Spencer Chambers, Sam
Chambers, Amanda Forrest, Bessie Shaw
and Kasey Chambers; great-grandchildren,
Magnolia Chambers, Grant Chambers, Leia
Shaw, Walker Shaw, Eli Chambers, Datby
Chambers, Delany Chambers, Katie Grace
Britt, Lydia Britt, Becca Britt, Jon-Ira Britt,
Melissa Britt, Asa Britt, Josiah Britt, Janie
Britt, Levi Britt, Mason Williams and Madi-
son Williams.

In addition to her parents, she was
preceded in death by her husband, Over-
ton Chambers, Il and a son, Thomas Tudor
Chambers.

A Celebration of Life Service was held
Friday in the Nave, the sanctuary of the
Church of the Incarnation, with Rev. Bent-
ley Manning officiating. A reception fol-
lowed the service in Jones Hall.

In lieu of flowers, her family sug-

..5TR continued from page 1

allows STRs with zoning and other regu-
lations - sponsored by Senators Moffitt;
Hanig and MclInnis. It passed on the first
reading but is now in the Rules and Opera-
tions Committee. Stichler wants the town
to be ready if the legislation that he called
“heavy-handed legislation that seems like
it was written by short-term rental compa-
nies” fails.

“Let’s look at this in the coming
months so all the options are on the table;
to at least have the verbiage in front of us,”
he said.

Commissioner Patterson agreed with
Stiehler.

“I say we go ahead and do what we
think is best for our community,” she said.
“We are spending money enforcing things
and are getting this new software. We
haven’t lost anything, but if they don’t pass
the bill, we can continue on our schedule.
We actually have the verbiage in the ordi-
nance already in case the bill doesn’t pass.
And if the legislature decides to do some-
thing then we just stop.”

The current verbiage section 6.5.18 in
the UDO states:

B. Notwithstanding anything in this UDO,
short-term rentals in operation as of September 15,
2022 are nonconforming uses in the R-1 and R-2
goning districts.

The proposed verbiage which will like-
ly be voted on tonight is:

B. Notwithstanding anything in this UDO,
short-term rentals in operation as of September 15,
2022 are nonconforming uses in the R-1 and R-2
goning districts until September 15, 2027. After
September 15, 2027, short-term rentals are not
permitted in the R-1 or R-2 goning districts, and
all short-term rentals in those districts must be dis-
continued.

Attorney Bob Hagemann said, even if
the legislation passes, it will be several years
before STRs completely stop.

“We have stopped the bleeding, it’s not
expanding, it’s diminishing. And if you am-
ortize thete is a 99.9% chance there will be
not one but many lawsuits even though it’s
not considered a constitutional taking of
property. But you need to be ready to lose
because it’s not a slam dunk by any means.”

Hagemann went on to say that no local
government in North Carolina has amor-
tized STRs yet.

“Do what you think is best for your
community, and I am not telling you not to
do what you feel you must do, but if the lob-
bying group for STRs see amortization as a
possibility, the bill in committee could come
alive very quickly. It’s something you should
think about,” he said. “No other governing
body in North Carolina has attempted to
amortize and you may create some impe-
tus to pass legislation — you could trigger a
mechanism to revive the bill.”

It’s likely the vote against STRs will go
as it has in the past with Commissioners
Stiehler, Patterson, Pierson and Dotson vot-
ing to amend the ordinance and to start the
amortization ball rolling

Last month, Commissioner Jeff Weller
said he wouldn’t support a move to amortize
STRs.

If the Town Board votes to amend the
ordinance, the verbiage will be sent to the
Planning Board whose recommendation will
go back to the Town Board. A public hear-
ing will be set with a vote from the Town
Boatd to follow.

Town Manager Josh Ward said the pro-
cess will likely take a couple of months.
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Bryant-Grant Funeral Home & Cre-
matory is honored to serve the Chambers
family

To send flowers to the family or
plant a tree in memory of Isabel (Hall)
Chambers, please visit the Bryant-Grant
Funeral Home & Crematory floral store.

gests giving a donation to the charity of your
choice, or the Highlands Historical Society or
The Bell Endowment of The Church of the
Incarnation. She would also want you to call
your mother, learn a musical instrument and
play bridge.

Online condolences can be left at www.
bryantgrantfuneralhome.com

e 4 The Coolest Golf Course
' in Georgia

Sky*Valley

COUINTRY CLUB

¢ Incredible Views
e Par 72 Championship Course
stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
¢ Open Daily ® Year-Round e Public Golf
2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta ¢ 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC

For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals,
please call 706-746-5302
www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

FOR SALE BY OWNER
3 bed/4.5 bth - 2 levels (rented apartment)

DonLeon is looking for help in
locating potential buyers.
CALL 828-200-9334 or drop
by the restaurant across from
Dusty’s on the Dillard Road
for an info sheet.
Brokers protected.

Lunch
Mon. - Sat.
Ma to 3p

New Summer Schedule!
With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!
Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a fresh Gyro!

Salads e Pitas e Burgers ¢ Philly Cheese Steak ® Shrimp Pita ® Susan’s Rueben
Italian Sausage ¢ Chicken Wings e Appalachian Fries ® Onion Rings e Fried Shrimp
Fish n’ Chips ¢ Chicken Fingers and more!

Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! e 828-482-1513
462 Dillard Road, Highlands (across from Dusty’s)
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Danielle Adriana

e Hair Cuts and Color
e Eyebrow Tints and Facial Waxing
e Dermalogica Facials

322 Main St Highlands NC
828-482-1112

Read Highlands Newspaper for free from everywhere ...
on the street or on the web.
Go to www.highlandsinfo.com. Click on Local News.

e Biz/ORG NEWS

The Bascom names Niki Kinkade as its
new executive director

The Bascom: A Center for the
Visual Arts is pleased to welcome
Niki Kinkade as its new Executive
Director starting mid-July. Kinkade
comes to The Bascom with mote
than 15 years of experience in the
arts nonprofit sectort, bringing with
her extensive experience as a leader
in the arts. Since 2017, Kinkade
has served as Executive Director
of the Art Center of the Bluegrass
(Danville, KY), where she led the
rebranding, growth, and reimagin-
ing of the organization, doubling
its physical space, programming,
and staff. Kinkade led a $5 million
capital campaign to support the
expansion of the center, and es-
tablished the GILASS National Art
Museum featuring the collection
of Stephen Rolfe Powell.

Board Chair Ann Wrobleski
said, “After an extensive national
search, I'm excited to announce
that Niki Kinkade will join The
Bascom as our new Executive Di-
rector. The Search Committee was
impressed by Niki’s experience,
energy, enthusiasm, and commit-
ment to the arts. The Board looks
forward to working with her to
deepen the connections between

the Plateau and the visual arts.”

When asked about her new
role, Kinkade said, “I’'m delighted
to join the Bascom team to con-
tinue and expand the great work
being done with the visual arts in
the Plateau community. The Bas-
com is a treasure for residents and
visitors — a place to find inspira-
tion through seeing, thinking, and
doing. 1 am honored to be a part
of it”

Kinkade replaces Dr. Karin
Peterson, who announced her re-
tirement from The Bascom last
year. The Board extends its grati-
tude to Dr. Peterson for her leader-

ship over the past three years and
her assistance during the search
and transition. Under Peterson’s
tenure, the organization success-
fully navigated the challenges of
COVID-19, expanded and re-en-
gaged its philanthropic base, ini-
tiated a master planning process,
and revitalized its storytelling and
communication efforts. The Bas-
com is now in an ideal position
to continue its important work on
the Plateau.

Board Chair  Wrobleski
states, “I know you’ll join me in
welcoming Niki to our commu-
nity and in supporting her — and
our staff— in a successful next
chapter for The Bascom.”

About The Bascom: A Cen-
ter for the Visual Arts

The Bascom creates visual
art experiences that inspire and
empower individuals and com-
munities through seeing, think-
ing, and doing. For more than 30
years, we’ve served as a vital cul-
tural resource for Western North
Carolina, and we continue to
build on that legacy through our
work and advocacy for the arts.

REJUVENATE

LASER CENTER

S\

¢ Botox/Dermal Fillers
¢ Body Contouring

¢ Chemical Peels

¢ Dermaplaning

¢ Electrolysis

e Facials

¢ Kybella Injections

¢ Laser Hair Removal

o Laser Skin Resurfacing
o Laser Tattoo Removal

Obagi and RLC Skincare Products available Wf

(S’ ;

Free
Consultations

Massage Therapy
Microdermabrasion
Microneedling

« Pelleve

» Photofacial/IPL
e PicoSure Focus Laser
« Sclerotherapy

 Vitamin Infusion Therapy

e Vitamin Injections

ospital Dr, Suite #202, Highlands NC | 828-482-4430
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to continue owning and oversee-
ing this amazing company. But
we weren’t willing to hand it off
to anyone we didn’t think we
could trust to treat it like we did,”
says Art Williams, “Only when
the Whitleys came to us did we
believe we could hand it off with
full confidence our friends and
guests and members would con-
tinue to experience Old Edwards
hospitality at the same level of
excellence.”

Thelist of assets in the trans-
action includes Old Edwards Inn
and Spa, 200 Main, Half-Mile
Farm, Four65, Highlands Bur-
rito, Old Edwards Club, Glen-
Cove, and Norton Ridge. Art
and Angela Williams have always
been heavily active in Highlands,
helping to develop and grow it
from an intimate mountain vaca-
tion town into one of the most
sought-after areas in the south
for full-time residents and those
looking for an elevated, serene es-
cape from busy lives. The couple
still plans on spending time at
the various Old Edwards proper-
ties with a team and membership
base that has become like family
over the years.

“Art and Angela have created
something truly special. Anyone
that has ever stepped foot in one
of their properties has surely felt
this,” says James Whitley. “They’ve
spent the last 20 years pouring
themselves into this incredible
place — ensuring that every guest
and member feels truly taken care
of — and setting a bar for hospital-
ity that is studied by hotels, restau-
rants, and private clubs all over the
country.”

James is the Co-Founder and
COO of Athens-based Landmark
Properties, and he has been in-
volved in the orchestration, design,
development, construction, and
management of over $4 billion
worth of student housing projects
across the United States. Jessica
is the Creative Director of Jessica
Whitley Studio and leads the de-
sign across all the family’s projects,
including their recently opened
boutique hotel in Athens, Rivet
House. The couple also owns The
Reserve at Lake Keowee, a private,
mountain and lake club in Sunset,
South Carolina.

“We had an immediate con-
nection with Art and Angela,” says
Jessica Whitley. “The conversation

..HOSPITAL continued from page 10

low food and liquid. The results
of the FEES test then informs
the treatment plan that a speech
therapist creates for a patient so
the patient can get to the point of
swallowing propetly, comfortably,
and safely — so they’re not at risk

for choking or aspirating (when
food or liquid enters the airway and
then the lungs).

I want to remind everyone in
our community that you can get
the best care — including in a re-
habilitation swing bed setting —

..LETTERS continued from page 7
Changing one’s mind

Dear Editor,

In this day and age the con-
cept of changing one’s mind has
come to be regarded as being
“wishy-washy” or even weak but
the Founding Fathers were flex-
ible thinkers and often changed
their minds based on evidence
or reasoning, For example Ben
Franklin said “For having lived
long, 1 have experienced many
instances of being obliged by
better information or further
consideration to change my opin-
ion, even on important subjects

which I once thought right but
found to be otherwise”.

Most voters probably feel that
they know the presidential candi-
dates quite well at this point but
listening and watching them during
the upcoming debates will provide
an opportunity for a reality check.
Hopefully voters will see what is
true and what is untrue about what
they have been believing. The chal-
lenge for all of us is to be able to
watch the debates with an open
mind and not with the intent to
merely confirm our personal be-
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With the cut
of a ribbon,
Angela and

Art Williams

officially
opened the

Old Edwards

Inn & Spa, July
7,2004.Also
pictured is
mayor at the
time, Buck
Trott.

- Photo
by Jim Lewicki

of us taking over their properties
has been a long and thoughtful one
on both sides. Our intention is to
let this unbelievable team keep do-
ing the same great work they’ve al-
ways done and honor the Williams
family by being great stewards of
the legacy they’ve spent decades
building.”

Old Edwards’ President
and Managing Director Richard
Delany adds, “Old Edwards Hos-
pitality Group has simply changed

close to home, right here at HCH.
To learn more about out rehab set-
vices, call 828-526-1489. As always,
we are honored that our commu-
nity looks to HCH for advanced,
compassionately rendered care.

liefs.
I believe that for one to be
a truly informed voter one should
always be prepared and willing to
change one’s mind when presented
with new information. Let’s all do
our best to use these debates to
learn who is the most fit to gov-
ern the United States regardless of
party affiliation. Here is another
quote from Ben Franklin: “When
you’re finished changing you’re fin-
ished.”
Vivian Brewer

Highlands
e See LETTERS page 15

ownership. All staffing, opera-
tions, events, memberships, part-
nerships, policies, vendors, and
contracts remain the same. We are
all very excited about James and
Jessica Whitley taking ownership
and the positive momentum this
represents for the future of the
company.”

—

Creative Concerts SALoN
Hair ¢ Nails * Waxing
* Tanning
¢ Facials
Walk-ins Welcome!
Open at 9a Tues.-Sat.
828-526-3939

Owner /Stylist:
Lacy Jane Villardo
Stylists:
Heather Escandon
Maggie Barden
Desiray Schmitt
Lauren Buckely
Nail Tech:
Jenna Schmitt

Upstairs and Across the
Walkway at Falls on Main
Highlands

SHOP
The Exchange
Men’s

Collection
of Sport
Coats at

Clearance

Prices
$99-$900
By
Samuelsohn

& Hickey
Freeman

Fancys

N ancy s & The Exchange

for Men

828-526-5029
2060 Dillard Rd, Highlands
2 miles south of Main, Highlands
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THURSDAY, JULY 4
9=11a:m.
Water Rockets
Town Ball Field

Free Hotdog Lunch
Town Ball Field

11 a.mi'=" 12 p.m.
Field'Games
Town Ball Field

12-p.m:
Visit MAMA
(Mtn. Area Medical Airlift)
Town BallField

1 pm.
Ladder Truck Spraydown
Town Ball Field

2'p.m:.
Duck Derby
Bridge at Mill Creek

6 —8:30 p.m.
Outdoor Concert Series
The Business
Kelsey-Hutchinson Feunders Park

9p.m.
Fireworks!
Downtown Highlonds
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HicHLANDS

NORTH CAROLINA

— ELEV. 4118 =

visithighlandsnc:com

..MC BUDGET continued from page 1

Town of Pranklin and the Town of High-
lands had withdrawn similar funding. Com-
mission Chairman Gary Shields, hO‘\X evet,
highlighted the invaluable work of organi-
zations like KIDs Place and advocated for
continued support. Although both Higdon
and Shear] wanted to see changes made to
the community funding pool, Commis-
sioner Higdon said he wanted the funding
to remain, but making it the commissioners
responsibility to decide which organizations
receive the funding rather than the board ap-
pointed by the commissioners.

Shearl argued that taxpayer funding, re-
gardless of the public benefit they prov 1de
shouldn’t be spent to fund non- proﬁtq Ul-

HAGAN BINDER
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT

Now Scheduling for Spring

haganbinderdesign.com

828-482-5511

timately, the motion to remove the fund-
ing pool failed in a 3-2 vote, with Shields,
Commissioner Danny Antoine, and Com-
missioner Josh Young opposing the cut.

The future of Cowee School Arts &
Heritage Center also prompted discussion.
Commissioner Higdon mentioned the
school’s ongoing financial requests, despite
initial plans to fund it for only three years.
Commissioner Young piOpOSCd offering
the building to the school, potentially for a
nominal tee to alleviate continued expens-
es. The board agreed unanimously to keep
the funding in the budget while exploring
disposal options.

The commissioners addressed the
pressing needs at the Senior Services
Center, which included safety and ADA
compliance issues. Commissioner Higdon
opposed spending $200,000 for just one
department, citing other non-compliant
county agencies also in need. The board
voted 3-2 to reallocate $200,000 from the
Senior Services assessment to a contin-
gency fund, aiming to address immediate
ADA needs that were undisputed, rather
than fund a study to plan for future needs.
Shearl and Higdon voted “no.”

Another hot topic was the allocation
of funds for Environmental Health (EH)
positions. With the department’s backlog
in inspections, Commissioner Young pro-
posed redirecting funds from vacant EH
positions to hire an additional Code En-
forcement officer. Macon County Plan-
ner Joe Allen explained the need for the
positions saying his current employees are
working overtime to meet demand, with
the existing employees completing 55 in-
spections that day alone.

e See MC BUDGET page 22

Openfor thelast 39 years, Shiraz has been offering wholesale prices to the public on its entire inventory of
genuinely hand woven oriental rugs. Thousands of antique and contemporary pieces from around the world.

HAND CLEANING « RESTORATI ON - APPRAISALS

(828) 526-5759

Main Street - Oak Square -
www.shirazruggalleries.com

OTHER SHOWROOMS:
TAMPR, HAPLES, SARASOTA

Highlands, NG 28741




Dogwood Trust hires monitor to see if HCA
is adhering to conditions set by NC AG

By Kim Lewicki

Affiliated Monitors Inc., the new
group monitoring Hospital Corporation
of America’s actions since it bought Mis-
sion Hospital, held a community meeting at
Hudson Library, Tuesday evening.

Only about 20 people turned out,
with about eight of them affiliated either
with the HC Hospital Board, or Dogwood
Trust, which was tasked with HCA over-
sight.

Mayor Pat Taylor attributed the lack
of turnout to the response citizens got
from the previous monitoring group which
according to him shut citizens down when
they complained about HCA.

Contrarily, Denise Moran, deputy
team leader with Affiliated Monitors (AMI)
said they “would listen, as will others and
they will continue to listen” throughout the
monitoring process.

Gerald Coyne, team leader said as an
independent monitor hired by Dogwood
Trust, they will be overseeing HCA to
make sure conditions set during the Asset
Purchase Agreement with the NC Attorney

General are met, but they want a balanced
approach.

“We want to hear the good and the
bad experiences,” he said. “Bad news travels
faster then good news and though all com-
plaints matter and will be heard, we want to
take a balanced approach.”

AMI will audit, analyze, verify and test
by reviewing documents on which HCA has
based its annual report; visit hospital sites;
interview key staff and personnel; get com-
munity feedback; and finally balance find-
ings and develop recommendations for pre-
sentation to Dogwood Trust.

Mayor Taylor said citizens in communi-
ties serviced by HCA’s outlying hospitals give
their hospitals high marks. In Highlands’ and
Cashiers’ case, he said that was largely due to
Tom Neal, CEO, CNO, who is engaged on
every level and accessible basically 24/7 at
HC Hospital.

But comments about Mission Hospi-
tal in Asheville revolve around what people
claim are hidden costs, understaffing, in-
creased pricing, long wait times, the loss of

® See MONITOR page 22

..LETTERS continued from page 13

Dear Editor,

On behalf of the Friends of Founders
Park, Inc. board of directors, we sincere-
ly want to thank our community for the
amazing support for Kelsey-Hutchinson
Founders Park. On June 15 we held our
seventh annual Low County Shrimp Boil
to thank our park patrons and contribu-
tors. This year the proceeds are going to-
ward color in the plaza, landscape renova-
tion of planted areas and needed repairs to
the concert stage. We help keep our park a
beautiful and safe place.

A great time was had by the sellout
crowd of 230 patrons. The event was a
huge success and made possible by our
event’s committee and volunteers. Also,
the event’s success was made possible by
our sponsors and donors as follows: High-
lands Chamber of Commerce, Highlands
Festivals, Inc., Suncoast Equity Manage-
ment, Meadows Mountain Reality, Matleen
Salo, Dry Sink, Ugly Dog Pub, Inc., The
Business Spot, A & O Landscaping Ser-
vices, Inc., Tate Landscaping Services, Inc.,
Highlands Newspaper, Laurel Magazine,
WHLC, Town of Highlands, Friends of
Founders Park - Board of Directors, and
our Shrimp Boil Volunteers.

It is hard to imagine Highlands with-
out our beautiful downtown patk. Its con-
tinuing success is made possible by all that

use and support it. Friends of Founders
Park is a 501 (c) 3 non-profit dedicated to
the success of Kelsey-Hutchinson Found-
ers Park (www.foundersparkhighlands.org).

Hank Ross,
President Friends of Founders
Park, Inc.

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

Bronze sculpture ¢ Paintings
Vintage & Antique Collectables &
Furniture - Costume Jewelry

On the corner of 3rd & Spring
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THE HEIGHT OF HAPRINESS | ELEV. 4118

Each Friday and Saturday night from May through
October, the Highlands Chamber of Commerce/
Visit Highlands, NC hosts live music downtown.

All shows take place from 6 - 8:30 p.m.

iy Nigft A
Town Square | 343 Main St.

Showcasing traditional
mountain music and local talent

MAY 17
Silly Ridge

MAY 24
McClain Family Band

MAY 31
Byrds & Crows

JUNE 7
The Foxfire Boys

JUNE 14
Spare Parts Bluegrass Band

JUNE 21
Curtis Blackwell Band

JUNE 28
Johnny Webb Band

visithighlandsnc.com

Gty on Tine

Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park
Pine St.

Featuring a variety of popular,
regional bands and musicians

MAY 18
Continental Divide

MAY 25
Southside Station

JUNE 1
High 5

JUNE 8
Bill Mattocks

JUNE 15
Back Porch Orchestra

JUNE 22
The HC Oaks Band
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SUMMER POOL SCHEDULE

Lap Swim Mon.-Fri. 6am-9:45am, and
Saturday 10am-Ipm 6 lanes. Water Aero-
bics 18 years plus Mon.-Fri. |0am-lam with
Karen Chambers. Public Swim Mon. thru

Thurs. | lam-7pm, Fri. and Sat. | lam-6pm and
Sun. Ipm-6pm. For info, call 828-526-1595.
PICKLE BALL
* At the Recreation Dept. every Mon-
day, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday

at The .Sec.r-et Garden
208 N. 5th St.Village Square

The Secret is Out!
Our Charcuterie Boards are the Best!

Artistic Charcuterie for Corporate Events, Private Parties, Anytime and Any Size!

¢\ Place Your Order Today!
"\ (828) 305-7509
o

The Highlands—Cashiers
Teddy Bear Hospital
is back this year

JOIN US FOR
LIVE MUSIC
BY NITROGRASS

MOUNTAINTOP

ART AND CRAFT SHOW

JUNE 29TH-30TH

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSERS HIGHLANDS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND LAUREL MAGAZINE

(%) Rain or shine 10am-5pm Saturday

@ Kelsey Hutchinson

www.highlandsartandcraftshows.com

& 10am-4pm Sunday

Founders Park,
411 Pine St. Highlands,
NC 28741

IGHL ANDS AREA EVENTS®

10am-Ipm indoors for the winter (notice the
days and time has changed), everyone is wel-
come meetings

ALLWEEK

 Alcoholics Anonymous: “Open Meet-
ings” are for anyone who thinks they may have
a drinking problem or for anyone interested
in the A.A. program of recovery. Highlands
Mountain View Group holds open meetings in
Highlands at the First Presbyterian Church, 471
Main St.,on Monday at 5:30 PM and Wednesday
and Friday at noon.The Cashiers Valley Group-
holds open meetings at the Albert Carlton Ca-
shiers Community Library Monday at 8:30 AM,
Tuesday at 7 PM, Friday and Sunday at 5 PM,
and Saturday at 9 AM. For more information,
please visit www.aawnc80.org or to speak with
a member of AA 24/7 at 828-349-4357.

ON-GOING

* At Hudson Library, Readers from 0 to
99 will have adventures this summer as Hud-
son Library presents “Adventure Begins at Your
Library” summer learning program. The 2024
Summer Learning Program is free to all par-
ticipants and starts June |. No registration is
needed for any of these programs. For more
information about any of these summer activi-
ties, contact Hudson Library at 828-526-3031,
or stop by the library during open hours.

Mountain Findings Hours: May:

* Fri. and Sat.10a to |p. June: Thurs.-Sat.
,10a tolp.

Mon.-Fri.

* Nantahala Tennis plays at the Highlands
Rec Park 9a-1p.

Mon-Wed-Fri

* Aerobics with Tina Rogers 8-9am at the
Rec Park.

* Heart Healthy Exercise Class at the Rec
Park 8:30-9:30am.The cost for the class is $25
a month. The class is led by Cathy Hodgson.
Contact the Recreation Department at 828-
526-3556 for more information.

Second Mondays

* The local chapter of PEO, an off-campus
sorority founded in the 1800s that provides
grants and loans to women with financial need
who want to return to school or further their
education meets at 10 a.m. More meeting plac-
es call president Paula McDonald at 706-372-
3004

* Indivisible Highlands from 5:15-6:15pm
at the Hudson Library Meeting Room.

2nd Tuesdays

* Highlands Writers Group meets on al-
ternate Tuesday afternoons at 3pm.WVriters still
uncomfortable with in-person gatherings may
participate via Zoom meetings For more in-
formation contact Bud Katz at either 828-526-
3190 or at budandlynn@me.com

Tuesdays

* Strength Training at the Rec Park 8:15-
9:15 am.Aim for strong, lean muscles using light
weights, body weight, and high repetition to
shape and tone. Learn proper form and range

of motion to safely target all muscle groups
for a metabolic boost and feel great.

* At Hudson Library, Nature Kids on se-
lected Tuesday mornings, For more info call
the Hudson Library at 828-526-3031.

* At Wayfarers Chapel, Workshop for
Writers — Tuesdays from 5-6:30 PM. Facili-
tated by Sam Renken, this group has a sim-
ple mission: to foster and provide consistent
community for local writers thereby giving
writers of all ages and genres the opportunity
to write, read, revise, and present their work
to the group.

» ESL classes are held at the Presbyte-
rian Church in Highlands from 6:30-7:30pm.
No registration required — just show up and
participate. Questions? call 828-526-0863 or
email inffo@maconncliteracy.org

3rd Tuesdays

* Free Community Stretch & Yoga in the
Park Summer Series, sponsored by the High-
lands Chamber of Commerce-Visit Highlands
NC, will be offered by Certified Instructors/
Yoga Highlands on the 3rd Tuesday of the
month @ 6pm beginning May 21. Please bring
a mat and water, dress comfortably, and let’s
celebrate health and relaxation. No experi-
ence necessary! (next dates: 6/18, 7/16 and
8/20)

2nd Wednesdays

* Hudson Library, in partnership with
VAYA Health, is hosting an educational series
on adult mental health topics, held on the first
Wednesday of each month at || AM.This se-
ries is aimed particularly at older adults and
will focus on mental health topics of particular
interest to them, but all ages are welcome to
attend. The November | program is Demen-
tia:A Deeper Understanding. Reservations are
required for this free event.To register, stop by
the library or call 828-526-3031.

2nd & 4th Wed.

* Digital Navigators will be at the Hudson
Library the second and fourth Wednesdays
IPM - 3PM of each month to help patrons
with their tech needs. Bring a smartphone,
laptop, or other digital device to receive free
assistance and support. No appointments
are required - all are welcome.

* Pickle Ball inside and outside at the
Rec Park. 10am-Ipm, everyone is welcome so
come out and enjoy a game of Pickle Ball.

Mon.,Tues., Thurs.

* The Food Pantry behind the Methodist
Church on Spring Street is open from |0a-6p.

* Exercise Class with Michelle Lane at
the Rec Park at 5:30.A combination class with
different types of exercise. Contact the Recre-
ation Department at 828-526-3556 for more
information

2nd & 4th Thursdays

* Dementia Caregivers Support Group,
Moderators Chris and Fred ensure that the
group is a safe place for judgement-free dis-
cussion. The next meeting of the Dementia



Caregivers Support Group is February 22 at
10:15 AM at Hudson Library. For more infor-
mation about the group, contact Chris at 772-
473-1088.

Thursdays

* Kickboxing 8:15-9:15 am. at the Rec
Park. An exhilarating and fun mix of martial
arts for a calorie-burning workout. No mar-
tial arts background necessary Contact the
Recreation Department at 828-526-3556 for
more info.

» At Hudson Library, Family Storytime
continues during the summer, every Thursday
morning at 10:40 AM.We'll read books, sing
fun songs,and move with the music.

* At Hudson Library, special children’s
events will be on tap on Thursday afternoons
at 3:30 Kids Zone programs. June 6 features
Aquatic Insects, an EcoSplash program pre-
sented by Mainspring Conservation Trust.
Kids will have the chance to learn all about
the macro invertebrates in our local rivers,
getting hands-on with them and also viewing
them through a digital microscope.

Fridays

» At Hudson Library, Friday afternoons
at 2 PM, there’s a variety of children’s pro-
grams including board games, STEM programs,
and crafternoons. The June 7 STEM program
will feature a variety of building sets, includ-
ing some that are brand-new to our library
collection. Kids will love seeing what they can
create!

Saturdays

» Story Ballet - a gentle ballet & creative
movement class for Children 3-4.The flow of
class follows a story or theme that changes
each month, engaging imaginations! Saturday
5:30-6:30pm. 828-421-6720

* Adult Ballet - crafted for beginners, but
mindfully taught for all levels. Ballet is an excel-
lent way to move, grow stronger, improve bal-
ance, flexibility and coordination while having
fun. 6:30-7:30pm. 828-421-6720.

2nd Saturdays

* The Western North Carolina Wood-
turners Club meets in Highlands at The Bas-
com at 10 a.m. thru Nov.

3rd Saturdays

* The American Legion Post 370 meets
at the First Methodist Church at 315 Main
St. in their community room/909 chapel. We
serve breakfast at 9 AM and hold our monthly
meeting at 10 AM. We invite ALL veterans
to attend - email ncpost370@gmail.com for
more information or just join us at 9 AM on
the 3rd Saturday of the month.

Sundays

* Church in the Wildwood, Horse Cove
RD, Highlands. Sunday 7-8 p.m. traditional
hymn-sing. Call or text Gwyn Hardin for in-
formation or directions. 919-523-7067.All are
welcome.

* At Wayfarers Chapel, Sunday Service:
10 AM Sunday Morning. Stick around for visi-

tation and coffee hour immediately after ser-
vice. (Coffee hour is replaced by potluck dinner
the Ist Sunday of each month).

Thurs., June 20

* Join the Cashiers Historical Society for
their 2024 Jan Wyatt Symposium, “Work and
Leisure: Tourism and the Making of Modern
Cashiers” Thursday at the Albert Carlton - Ca-
shiers Community Library. Morning lectures
will start at 9 am followed by a roundtable dis-
cussion.At |2 pm, guests will enjoy a box lunch
picnic then a driving tour of historic Whiteside
Cove. Discussions will be about the history of
tourism in Cashiers and Western North Caro-
lina, Modern Impacts of Tourism, and about
Working in Tourism in the 1950s & 1960s.Tick-
ets are $35 and available to purchase at: https://
www.cashiershistoricalsociety.org/2024-jan-
wyatt-symposium

* The Hudson Library welcomes back Big
Bang Boom at 3:30 PM. There will be dancing,
singing, and lots of fun! Big Bang Boom is a band
made up of three dads playing parent-friendly
kid music. This is a high-energy show, and both
parents and children will find it hard to stay in
their seats!

* OFEl's The Orchard Sessions with An-
drew Wooten. Ear-catching vocals and genuine
lyrics. Light bites, a cash bar 6-8 p.m. $40. www.
oldedwardshospitality.com/orchardsessions.

* Join HCLT and Mark Ellison of Pin-
nacle Forest Therapy for a special shinrin-yoku
practice on top of Satulah Mountain Preserve
at sunset! The walk will take place from 6:30
— 9pm. This free event is limited to |5 partici-
pants. Email hope@hcltnc.org to sign up!

Fri. - Sun,, June 21-23

* The movie Summer Camp at the Mar-
tin Lipscomb Performing Arts Center 2p and
5:30p.

Fri., June 21

* Friday Night Live s on Main Street’s Town
Square 6-8:30 p.m.— Curtis Blackwell Band

Sat., June 22

* Saturdays on Pine features a variety of
popular, regional bands and musicians at Kelsey-
Hutchinson Founders Park 6-8:30 p.m. — The
HC Oakes Band.

Tues., June 25

* Hudson Library is hosting a community
blood drive with the American Red Cross on
Tuesday from 10 AM to 2:30 PM. The sum-
mer months can be a challenging time to find
enough people to donate blood and platelets.
That's why donors like you are needed. Make
an appointment now and you'll receive a great
gift in return: Get a $15 e-gift card when you
come to give blood (some restrictions apply).
For more information about donating blood, or
to schedule a donation, call 1-800-RED CROSS
(1-800-733-2767) or go online at redcross-
blood.org.

* Join Highlands Land Trust and Lizza
Bixby as she weaves a terrific journey around
all things fungi! In this one-hour presentation,
Lizza will break the veil of mystery and briefly
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explain mushroom foraging in our area and at-
home mushroom growing.

Wed., June 26

* At Hudson Library, New Mexico author
Jacinta Hart Kehoe will give a talk about her
memoir Mountain Lion Rises: A Memoir of
Healing on Wednesday June 26 at | | AM.Books
will be available for purchase and signing at this
free program.

Mon,, June 27

* At The Bascom, Artist Talk with Kelly
Oden.4-5 pm | Free

* Hudson Library continues Summer
Learning Programs with special events for
children. Thursday at 3:30 PM, the library wel-
comes Friends of Panthertown for a program
introducing Leave No Trace. Friends of Pan-
thertown will get kids acquainted with the
Leave No Trace ideas for being in nature wisely

— to protect both people and nature! There'll
be games to play and fun for all.

* Bingo for The Gordon Center 6:30-
8:30 pm at the Rec Park. $| per card. 15
games in all. Cash only.

Fri., June 28

* Please join us on Friday, June 28 at
I 1AM in the Hudson Library Meeting Room
for Community Coffee with the Mayor. The
topic will be:*“State of the Town Update”

* A Bourbon & Bluegrass Concert Fun-
draiser for REACH. Buffet and bar at 6p and
concert at 7p. Tickets are $250 per person
available at highlandsperformingarts.com/spe-
cial events.

* Friday Night Live on Main Street’s Town
Square 6-8:30 p.m.— Johnny Webb Band

* See EVENTS page 22

C) oLh

FRriDAY, JUNE 28
6 PM BUFFET + BAR

7 PM CONCERT
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Horsing around
in life

Sr. Pastor
Gary Hewins
Community Bible Church

| Yor the first time in my life, I am a horse owner, two

times over. I am learning about horses while they
are learning a thing or two about me. It’s a process.

I have learned that horses are much bigger up close
than from afar. Our horses make me feel unusually small.
Feeling small is an odd feeling for me. There is something
good about feeling small, it keeps me on my toes, so they
do not step on me. I think in life, feeling small at times is
a necessity. The bigger my God is, the smaller I am. The
bigger He is, the smaller my challenges. If I magnify Him,
T'in turn dwarf anxiety.

Our horses like me most when I have food in my
hands. Their love language is food for sure. If I have
food, I cannot get to them fast enough and I cannot stay
around long enough. Being big and constantly eating
seem to go hand in hand for horses. The Lord is different
in this area. He loves whether you bring Him something
or not. He is always glad when we visit and visiting for
a long while is certainly best. Yet, I have found that it is
best to bring the Lord something consistently, He loves
gratitude, morning, noon or night.

Rango and Chancho have gotten past our fencing
twice. Their first experience as fugitives appeared to make
them a little bit tentative. The second prison break was
quite different. They got into a full gallop, Rango threw
a shoe, and they looked ecstatic as they ran and played
together. Of course, getting them back inside the pas-
ture wasn’t too hard. You guessed it, they only needed
enticing with the sight of food. I explore new boundaries
from time to time. I put myself out there by running into
situations that exceed my willingness or ability to man-
age. I have discovered that the Lord will join me in such
adventures, slowly I am less tentative and more willing to
run and make life an adventure. Even if I get ahead of
the Lord, I would not be the least surprised if He threw a
shoe just to stay with me.

Our horses see me as a stable boy. They make a mess
and I am the guy who shows up to clean it up. I first feed
and water them and while they dine, I clean up. The only
thing our horses clean up are the stray pellets of feed that
somehow made their way to the barn floor. They clean
up what they want cleaned up and not any more. They
are better at making messes that removing them. I can
make a mess as well. In fact, making messes for me is far
easier than cleaning them up. First, the Lord cleans me
up. Secondly, He wrote a lot about cleaning up messes
in the Bible. He offers a two-fer deal. He cleans me up
and He also partners with me at times to get me out of
messes. He is actually quite good at both.

I enjoy watching our horses be themselves and ex-
press their own unique personalities. Sometimes they

e See SPIRITUALLY page 22

e Pl acEs 10 WORSHIP ®

BLUEVALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315
Sundays: School:10 a.m.,Worship:| |
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 + Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:| |
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev.Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30;Worship 10:30
CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA « 706-746-2999
Sundays: 10 a.m.Worship; Holy Communion st & 3rd Sundays
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
828-743-1701+ 464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717
www.christanglicancashiers.com
9:30am Sunday School;10:30am Worship Service. Mon. Night
Bible Study & Dinner, 6pm, call for details.
CHRIST CHURCH OF THEVALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf  743-5470
www.cashiers.church
Sun.10:45am. S.S 9:30am.Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals |0am.
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.
Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:| la.m.
I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m.

CHURCH INTHEWILDWOOD,
Horsecove Rd, Highlands - 919-523-7067
Traditional Hymn Sing Sundays 7-8p, thru Sept 21.
Everyone welcome.

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com ¢ 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC ¢ Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins
Sundays: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am
Wednesdays:Youth 5:30-7pm;Women'’s Bible Study: Mondays
4:30pm, Tuesdays |10am; Men’s Bible Study:Vednesdays & Thurs-
days 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144 + 696 Sky Valley Way #447
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas
Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev.WV. Bentley Manning, Rector * 526-2968
5th and Main streets * www.incarnationwnc.org
Sunday: Rite |, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite Il with Choir 10:30
am in Sanctuary,Ved: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, Morn-
ing Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 « www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor ¢ 220 Main Street, Highlands
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am;Women’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Emily Wilmarth, pastor
828-526-3175 * fpchighlands.org
Sun.:Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.;Worship |1 am.
Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m.Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:| | am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. I/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm
HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. « Glenville. NC « 743-2729 « Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a.Worship | la & 7p. Bible Study 6p
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.;Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 « 165 S. Sixth Street
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays:Worship:| |
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson ¢ 11339 Buck Creek Road

The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily
sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a.WWednesday Worship is 6:30p
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376
In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
909a Bluegrass and | la Traditional
www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
2152 Dillard Road « 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdrof
Worship/Communion: 10:30 All are welcome.
Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C.28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:1 |. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin « 828-634-1312 » mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: Ist /Fri.and 3rd Sat.
and Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur.
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583 « Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107)
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;Youth Group 6 p.m.
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone — 526-2418
Tues. - 9:30am; Thurs. - 9:30am; Sat. 4pm; Sun. - | lam
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship —I | am.& 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates ¢ 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev.Andy Cloer
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:1 | a.m.
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m.
ST.JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass:Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon;

Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: * 743-2359 * Rev. Rob Wood
Sunday Rites-Holy Eucharist: 8a.9:30 & | la
Visit our website www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com for
schedules of activities.

Our Bazaar Barn is open Thurs. - Sat. 10a -2p.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin ¢ uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - | | a.m.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:| | am
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* PolicE & FIRE REPORTS®

Highlands Police entries
from May 18. Only the names
of persons arrested, issued a
summons/citation, issued a
Class-3 misdemeanor or those
of public officials have been
used.

May 30

* At | p.m, officers received
a report of a prowler on the child-
care playground at the Episcopal
Church of Incarnation.

June 10

* At 10:06 a.m., officers re-
sponded to a 2-vehicle accident on
US 64 west (Franklin Road) at Holt
Knob Road.

* At 4 p.m,, officers responded
to a 2-vehicle accident in Highlands
Plaza.

June 14

* At [:10 p.m., officers re-
sponded to a call of an oral argu-
ment at the post office on Main
Street.

* At 2:28 p.m., officers re-
sponded to a 2-vehicle accident on
US 64 west (Main Street).

The Highlands Fire & Res-
cue log from June 1 1.

June 11

* At 8:39 a.m,, the dept. was
first-responders to a location on
Main Street.

* At 1:03 p.m, the dept. pro-
vided mutual aid for Scaly Fire &
Rescue for a medical call on the
Bartram Trail.

* At 2:52 p.m,, the dept. was
first-responders to a residence on
Buck Creek Road.

June 12

WHOLE LIFE
MARKET

Natural Products Store
Hours: 9am-5pm
Mon-Sat
828-526-5999
Wholelifehighlands@icloud.com
LOCATED AT 680 N UTH ST, HIGHLANDS
?]\' | |))\ Organic smoothie/juice
NE@ & < bar located
A ;[\& inside Whole

life Market

* At 12:49 p.m,, the dept. was
first-responders to a residence on
Center Drive.

* At 6:01 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a motor vehicle accident
on US 64 east (Cashiers Road.).

June 13

* At 6:22 p.m, the dept. was
first-responders to a residence on
Potter Lane.

June 14

* At 7:35 am, the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on N. Cobb Road.

* At 2:51 p.m,, the dept. provid-
ed public assistance at a location on
US 64 west (Franklin Road).

* At 10:07 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a motor vehicle accident
on NC 28 south (Walhalla Road).

* At 11:37 p.m. the dept. re-
sponded to a motor vehicle accident
on Flat Mountain Road.

* At 9:30 am., the dept. was
first-responders to a residence on
Old Farm Road.

* At 433 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a motor vehicle accident
on US 64 east (Cashiers Road).

June 16

* At 2:53 am, the dept. was
first-responders to a residence on
Cheney Lane.

* At 8:18 a.m., the dept. respond-
ed to a fire alarm at a residence on
Flat Mountain Road.

* At 852 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a possible motor vehicle
accident on US 64 west (Franklin
Road) but nothing was found.

June 17

* At 12:08 p.m.,, the dept. was
first responded to a residence on
Buck Creek Road.

* At 6:14 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a residence
on Foreman Road.

June 15

PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

Hio
SR BT WA, TR

SUMMER
CAMP

hlands Movies

Friday
Saturday
Sunday
June
21,22, 23
2pm
5:30pm

ML Theater

Tickets available

online:
HighlandsPerformingArts.com

A*N_UF'SCALE RESALE STOREWITH 10,000 5Q FT
OF SHOPPING!

1846 HWY 107N in Cashiers
(Across from Blue Ridge School)

e G

v Rl THURSDAY, FRIDAY &
BAZAAR BARN SATURDAY 10AM-2PM

FOR MOREINFORMATION ORTO DONATE, CONTACT SKIP RYAMN AT (228) 228-1588

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!

Here,There and Everywhere ...
the Atlanta area, too!

828.200.3050

bobhenritze @gmail.com « www.firewoodcompany.net
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HIGHLANDS CHURCH
9a Sunday mornings
LIVE STREAM: Andy Stanley

Following Jesus makes your life better,
And makes you better at life!

For details, text Bee at 404-307-1415

the hemlocks

on 25 acres at the basg

of Whiteside
Mountain.

800- 805-3558 828-526-2222

Highlands Automotive

Service AT NC
-y ~ Inspection
& oSS Station

Repair

e EE
@ 828-787-2360 i

2851 Cashiers Road ¢ highlandsautomeotive.com

* Grading
* Excavating
e Driveways
* Build sites
¢ Hauling
e Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643
Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com

Paul Corbin

Owner

A&O LANDSCAPING SERVICES, LLC

828-371-2240
pcorbinl63 1 @aol.com

Cosmos Flowers

Full Service Florist

Store: 828-526-0044
Cell: 828-200-6101
3 { cosmosflowersnc@gmail.com
' f 95 Highlands Plaza
e Follow us
Instagram and facebook
@cosmosflowersnc

Cosmos

W itr. FLIMYWWERS
T

CHENINUT STORAGE

Storage Units Available
Secure 24-Hour Access
Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

Buck Creek Rd - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Road near the hospital

Look for our sign!

Call Raul
706-982-3803
706-970-7638
828-347-0255

VAIENCIA 55

GRADING, INC.
valenciagrading@gmail.com

Grading e Lot Clearing e Retaining Wall
Driveways e Septic Placement

828-200-9217 Fully Insured
Crane
Rentals
Available

MenDozA TREE EXPERT
Quality Tree Care & Removal |8+ years

estimates@mendozatree.com

mendozatreeservices.com

COUMNSELING
CEMNTER

HIGHLAMNMDS,

MC g

B864-481-0598 &5
INFOGRCOUNSELING-CENTER.ORG ©
L™

' LOCATED AT THE PEGGY CROSBY CENTER
348 5. 5TH STREET, HIGHLANDS, NG -’HJ"“H

OFFICES: 201, 203 & 210

COUNSELING-CENTER.ORG &

" WE STRIVE TO STRENGTHEN FAMILIES AND INDIVIDUALS

BY PROVIDING ACCESS TO QUALITY MENTAL HEALTH
SERVICES REGARDLESS OF FINANCIAL ABILITY.

e
fdlia o b ikl

e Interior & Exterior Painting
e Pressure Washing
« House Maintenance
e Drywall Repair
e Deck Repair
Quality Work e Fully Insured|

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com
828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

360 MAIN STREET

ESTATE JEWELERS OF
HIGHLANDS

%‘-ﬂ‘g‘ﬁ“&" ==

Lzﬁgtnﬁs:un

lpnnmtmunt l.'lnlr!
Call: 828-526-1960 =
Text: HII 855- 0825 ~“"
Emall. -lnﬂnglllamls@gmall nnm




Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Off ce: 828-526-8784

ryan.bears@allentate.com

mtntours.com
Nantabale National

GENERAC

> 828-526-9325 «

Generators aren’t just a “thing” we do,
generators are all we do!

Kiln dried
FIREWOOD

Delivery or pickup

2460 Cashiers Road « Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com
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e CILASSIFIEDS ®

LOST DOG!

“TEMBA” was last seen on Hwy 64 // Little
Bear Pen Rd // Cullasaja Dr on Monday, June |1th
around 6pm. He is a |5 yr old golden/terrier mix
(medium size ~30 Ibs). Temba has a thin build from
age and has poor hearing. He is dearly loved. Please
call Chelsea at 678. 689.3084 if you have any infor-
mation! Reward if found!

FOR SALE

GOLDEN DOODLES for sale $2,700 avail-
able for pick up July 15th 828-200-4312 (7/4)

ROCKY KNOB. 9.9 +- acre lot. 3,800 ft. el-

evation. Private quiet. Clean lake. Ready to build.

3-bed septic. Water. Power. Completely developed
and established site and access. $595,000. Leave
message at 828-526-5981 (st.5/23)

SEASONED FIREWOOD - Any size load.

call 828-342-6806. (st. 1/25)

LAND FOR SALE - 3 tracts, 7.5 miles south
of Highlands, 8.64 acres with spring, by far the best
view in the area at $200,000; 6.12 acres with spring

LISATHOMPSON
DOG SITTING

« daily drop-in visits

« overnight stays

» dog walking

« have passport will travel
828.424.4637

Al Stoneham

Realior-Broker

Luxury Home Specialist
Licensed in NC & GA

Cell: 828-332-9767
al.stonecham@allentate.com

ALLEN TATE REALTORS/PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP
HIGHLANDS/SCAINOUNTAIN/CASHIERS

Kim’s Compassionate Care
Skilled Hands & A Warm Heart

Kimberly Ferrell
Certified Nursing Assistant/Caregiver

CPR Certified
30+ years experience
References Available

828-347-2542

N

(already subdivided into 2, 3-acre lots) $140,000;
3.99 acres with southern exposure, $70,000. 828-
974-1137.(8/29)

TINY HOME LOTS FOR SALE. $30k-
$55k/ea. Each lot comes with water, power, and
sewer run to each lot. www.TinyMountainEstates.
com for more info. (st. | 1/22)

RV SITE - class A only - in Wildflower Creek
RV Resort. Just minutes from Highlands and Sky
Valley. Full hook-up, concrete pad, landscaped and
storage shed. Reduced $192,500. For more info call
828-421-1709 or email bobnnancync@gmail.com.
(st, 1/25)

FOR RENT

DREAM SUMMER GETAWAY IN KEY
LARGO, FLORIDA. Newly remodeled 2 bed 3
bath condo on the bay. Amazing sunset views, great
amenities and more. CasaPalmaKeylLargo.com. (st.
5/23)

2 BDRM/2 BATH FURNISHED APT - liv-
ing room with fireplace, dining area, full kitchen-
huge covered porch - W/D - |.5 miles from Main
St. $2,500 month utilities included - available now.
561-310-5085. (st. 5/9)

| BEDROOM, | BATH free standing fur-

nished cottage for rent. Single level house has new
* See CLASSIFIEDS page 22

...your home & life

Assistance every step of the

way organizing your home
Decluttering to reclaim your serenity.
Downsizing made hassle-free.
Relocating with seamless transition.

Home Staging & Redesign for a
picture-perfect look.

Help with sorting, packing,

unpacking, organizing, and donating.

Wendy Jones-Trobert
Home Organization Specialist

Call o lext. Email:

772-631-9336 wendyjt333@gmail.com
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..CLASSIFIEDS continued from page 21

washer/dryer, new heat pump, new
bed, covered deck, back up gas heat.
Two miles from center of town. Wa-
ter and sewer included. $1,200 per
month. Available for one year lease.
Call or text 828-342-4819. (st. 5/2)

SEASONAL NEW LOG
CABIN ON SAGEE DRIVE. 2
bedroom & 2 bath suites on Creek.
| 1/2 mile to downtown. Monthly or
seasonally $8,700 (1) month $7,200
(3) Months. email: renee7726@gmail.
com (st. 5/2)

WORKFORCE HOUSING -
2 bedroom/2 bath and 3 bedroom/2
bath with between Highlands & Ca-
shiers. Includes hi-speed internet, wa-
ter, & washer/dryer. No dogs. Inquires,
Marcy_(706) 982-0444 or (828)-482-
4239, (st. 5/2/24)

HELP WANTED

ORGANIST/PIANIST
NEEDED to play for |lam Sunday
worship services and Wednesday eve-
ning choir rehearsals (5:30-7pm) at
First Presbyterian Church, Highlands,
NC. $20K annual salary. No adminis-
trative duties involved. Our organ is
a circa 2004 |16-rank 2 manual Wicks
pipe organ. For more information,
contact Angie Jenkins, Director of Mu-
sic Ministry @ 828-200-0183 (6/27)

ESTABLISHED CUSTOM
HOMEBUILDER IN HIGH-
LANDS/CASHIERS area looking
for project superintendent to man-
age multiple sites and subcontrac-
tors. Please send resume to: JW Un-
derwood Construction LLC PO. Box
147, Highlands NC 2974. Or email:
john@jwunderwoodconstruction.
com (st. 5/2)

SERVICES

CAREGIVER/SITTER with 40
years experience available for part-time
personal care, errands, transportation,
meals, etc. Highlands full-time resident.
Robert Doe 828.399.0262. (st. 6/13)

LINSTALLTILE! Eco-Friendly &
Non-Toxic, Specializing in Shower/Bath-
room, Kitchen/ Backsplash, Entrance
Ways/Patios/Flooring. 25yrs experi-
ence.Also offer grout cleaning. Licensed
& Insured. Mike Bertone/Owner of Ber-
toneTile Design & Flooring LLC.Home:
828-526-4943 or 321-303-7560 (4/11)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS
HANDYMAN - Chatlos Construc-
tion — Remodels, Additions, Framing,
Siding, Roofing, Decks, Painting. Refer-
ences. Insured. 828-200-407 1. (4/25)

MURPHY'’S PAINT CO. - inte-
rior/exterior painting/sheetrock repair/
wallpaper removal/log homes/decks.
Insured. Free estimates. 828-332-0525
or 828-421-8600. (8/1)

NEED FURNITURE MOVED
OR ANYTHING HAULED
AWAY? Call or text James of Going
Gone at 828-421-2655. (3/28)

DOG SITTING - overnight,
or daily checkins/walks. Call Lisa.
References available. Call or text 828-
424-4637. (st. 12/21)

ANYTHING GOES CLEAN:
UP SERVICE Complete property
cleanup - house, garage, property, etc.
Call at 828-200-2855. (st. 9/28)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/
KEVIN VINSON: scanning photos,
slides & negatives to CD or DVD for
easier viewing.Video transfer to DVD.
Everything done in house. Leave mes-
sage at 828-526-5208.

..SPIRITUALLY continued from page 18

nip at one another and bicker. Sometimes
they stand at the fence looking endlessly
for more hay or feed so they can make
more of a mess. There is a strange rela-
tionship between liking our horses and
enjoying them and also respecting them. I
have found that Christ isn’t all that differ-
ent. Some people need to enjoy Him more
and others need to respect Him more. It is
likely a combination of the two that works
best.

The Book of Proverbs in the Bible
makes an interesting statement. “A righ-

teous man cares for the needs of his ani-
mals” (Proverbs 12:10). I think a righteous
man that cares for the needs of his animals
is also a humbled cleaner, feeder and care-
giver. We need big things in our life that
command respect and we also need playful-
ness in life. I am grateful that a personal un-
derstanding of Christ provides both. May
no task be below you and may the Lord
always be above you and may you dwell in
the house of the Lord forever through faith
in He who was born in a stable, in 2 humble
feeding trough.

..EVENTS continued from page 17

* OEl's Chef Dinners at The Farm. Chef
to be announced. Book Online at OldEdward-
sHospitality.com/ChefDinners

Sat. & Sun., June 29-30

* Art and Craft Show in KH Founders
Park on Pine Street. 10a to 5p Saturday and
I0a to 4p on Sunday. Rain or shine.

Tues. July 2

* Highlands Wreaths across America
and American Legion Post 370 will be placing
flags on veterans’ graves in observance of July
4th. This will take place on Tuesday July 2nd,
4:30PM at Highlands Cemetery. Please gather
at the flagpole on top of the hill.All are invited
to participate.

Thurs., July 4

* 4th of July celebration: Water Rockets
at the town ball field 9-1lam. Field games at
the town ball field | 1a to noon. MAMA he-
licopter visit at the town ball field at noon,
weather permitting. Ladder Truck Spraydown
at the town ball field at | pm. Duck Derby
at Bridge at Mill Creak at 2 pm. Outdoor
Concert at KH Founders Park on Pine Street
6-8:30 pm. Fireworks at 9 pm. Free Hotdog
Lunch at the ballfield during games.

Fri.,July 5

* Join Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust for
a mushroom log inoculation workshop and
hike at the Edward Baker Preserve. Through
this educational and hand-on workshop, par-
ticipants will inoculate a log with choice my-
celium and take it home! During this work-
shop we will go over the type of mushroom
spawn to use, different inoculation methods,
and different inoculation tools, 10a to 2p. Cost
is based on a sliding scale of $20-$75. Please
RSVP.The workshop limit is 18 people. Con-
tact americorps@hcltnc.org or call 828-525-
111

* Friday Night Live on Main Street’s Town
Square 6-8:30 p.m.— Nitrograss

* OEl's Chef Dinners at The Farm. LAU-
RENT-PERRIER CHAMPAGNE DINNER.
Book Online at OldEdwardsHospitality.com/
ChefDinners

Sat., July 6

* At The Bascom, Will Henry Stevens
Bridge Rededication.|0 am. Free

* At The Bascom, Community Day. | lam
—2 pm. Free

..MONITOR continued from page 15

physicians and emergency services, he said.

However, Mike Purdy, a recent patient
at HC Hospital and subsequently Mission
said the care and attention he got at Mission
was the complete opposite from what he
had heard.

“I didn’t want to be transferred to Mis-
sion, but I had to go and what I experienced
was excellent care from very caring and very
professional people.”

Moran said citizens can relay expetienc-
es at either their local hospital or Mission by
calling 828-659-5713, HC Hospital at 828-
526-1243, Angel at 828-349-6647, Mission’s

Quality Team at 828-213-1210 or by email-
ing mission@affiliatedmonitors.com.

Coyne said citizens are encouraged to
also contact NC DHHS Division of Set-
vice regulation, the NC AG office, the Joint
Commission or Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services, with their experiences
and when they do that experience is heard
by all of the organizations.

“All these agencies talk to each other,”
said Coyne.

Community outreach is an eatly step
in AMI’s monitoring process which will
take a few months.

..M C BUDGET continued from page 14

Commissioner Shear]l requested that
funding for both positions as well as funding
for a vehicle for the positions be completely
eliminated from the budget. By consensus,
the board agreed to fund one of the request-
ed positions immediately and hold off on
hiring the second position until January — all
commissioners with the exception of Shearl
agreed to the compromise.

At the request of Commissioner
Young, the school system’s coaching stipend
was suggested to increase by 10%, noting
the disparity between local stipends and
those in other districts. The board agreed to
reduce the current budget contingency fund
by $31,720 to accommodate this increase,
with plans to finalize the budget adjustment
in July.

The only tax increase in the budget was

the approval to increase Franklin fire dis-
trict tax rate to 7 cents, which returns the
town to the rate it had in place two years
ago. Commissioner Shields and Commis-
sioner Antoine both fully supported Frank-
lin Fire Chief Ben Ormand’s request for
the rate increase to fund new equipment
for the fire department. Although Com-
missioner Shear] and Commissioner Hig-
don were in favor of denying the town’s
request, ultimately the rate increase was ap-
proved by county commissioners.

After Finance Director Lori Hall,
summarized the changes she requested
approval of the adjusted budget. Com-
missioners Young and Antoine moved and
seconded the motion, respectively. The
budget passed with a 3-2 vote, with Higdon
and Shearl dissenting,
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SILVER EAGLE

Native American Jewelry
Crystal & Gem Gallery

e

Chambers Rea Y
&
Vacation Rentals

Mountain
House
&

The Ruffed
Grouse
Tavern

Highlands is ca”ing

555 &537 N 5th St.
Highlands

highlandermountainhouse.com

Weichert

REALTORS

Sales, Vacation Rentals,

and Property Management 4_ 80 acres
LIVE
INTHE HEART

Since 1941

8 | — -

-COI;ﬁ}ry Club Properties

Your local hometown H|gh|aﬂd8 Properﬂes OF HIGHLANDS!

. | o - { 1 401 N.Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
" Real Estate professionals. 450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC 828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com $
349 M(]in Sireef Hi hl(]ndS N( 3 Offices 828-526-2520 828-526-5522 1 info@highlandsiscal!ing.cqm : 5’ 950, 000
828.526.5190 silvéreuglegulleryll.com www.CCPHighlandsNC.com www.highlandsproperties.com e osercomResymhent
l -k @\ o o,
I'| My Martin-Lipscomb | | =
-1 Edn Performing Arts Center [
BERKSHIRE | MEADOWS MOUNTAIN 5 |
HATHAWAY | REALTY i ]
HOMESERVICES ¥ p— i |
L&LREL 5 e
. o
MITZI RAUERS ".,Jf"., [~ 14 /
Broker / Luxury Collection a )
Specialist 2 'IL_ Iy
Hw i I
Darlene Conley | P | (a02) 218-9103 fe— |
Mountain Luxury ; itzi@bhhsmmr.com 1%‘-'__‘- s T |
Your Dream. Your Journey. YOU'RE S .'I'I
HOME! f
Dedicated to finding the home you ve
always wanted. —_—
Cell: 404-427-2448 ¢
darlene.conley@ allentate.com s e m
% We are home |_K___H_ParkE / Andrea Gabbard
s f c: 828.200.6742
PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP = AndreaGabbard@
P s, i gmail.com
— ,—@ l

Reeoes
Hordvar e
——— 114 N. 4th Street

. ’/ Highlands, NC

Local Expertise, Global Connections. | | personalized service
Licensed in NC and GA We are home’ Office: 828-526-4663 "P AM NELLIS

office: 828.526.8300 * cell: 828.337.0706 | 1l h
sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com * highlandssir.com pamela.nellis@yahoo.com RROKER

"W Highlands | Sotheby’s Jeam RickStere | <] ANDMARK
i ¥ INTERNATIONAL REALTY The Power of 2 REAL ESTATE SALES & VACATION RENTALS 5
ks 114 N. 4¢h Street « Highlands, NC prc};filé?;?i?r(ligéi%;sble HIGHLANDS OFFICE | 225 MAIN STREET !
Cell: 828-787-1895 A‘a

ALLEN TATE REALTORS/PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP
(404) 219-1349 » HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC




allen

Realtors*

MORE THAN 33 YEARS OF COMBINED
EXPERIENCE SERVING THE PLATEAU

56 LANDMARK |

REAL ESTATE SALES & VACATION RENTALS

HIGHLANDS OFFICE | 225 A

-

¢

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240

DAVID

BOCK

BUILDERS

Downtown Highlands
(828) 526.8300

$1.02

Sales Volume, 2020 - 2023

Our clients rate us 5 out of 54 * 5k inservice. Cell: 404-827-0345 o
Experience the difference with the 1 Small Team at Allen Tate Realtors. || Office: 828-526-4663 N D)
patricia@landmarkrg.com BROKER
JULIE OSBORN €D

& PAT ALLEN Highlands | Sotheby’s | WILD THYME GOURMET
828.200.6165 o Open Year-Round « 6 days a week

343-D Main Street « 526-4035

828.200.9179 D Main Steet - 526403

Our numbers speak for themselves. B e

LUXURY | o ~—FD ReaLestate Dinner
%‘ Lut /4%0 ‘ [IP romrous,... W e WoRLo 11a-;=30p
ﬂ Real Estate Firm 5:30-til?

www.wildthymegourmet.com

Transactions -
WOLFGANG'S
RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRC
Taste the difference, Always fresh.

Celebrating 30 years in Highlands!

Average Sales Price

open | LSS
Agents Wed. through Sun. T
Bistro opens at 4p
Dinner begins at 5:30p L
Cullasaja Club 474 Main Street
(828) 526.4104 828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Pat Gleeson
828.782.0472
PatrickGleeson4@Gmiail.

Deborah “Bee” Gleeson
404.307.1415
BeeGlee4@Gmail.com

Every home ...
has a story.
Let us tell yours.

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE
—— HIGHLANDS CASHIERS ——

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com

210 North Fifth Street,
Highlands, NC 28731

@ ...on the Verandah
()@ Restaurant ;
=/ on Lake Sequoyah |
828-526-2338
42 Years of Fine Dining
Open

5:30-9p

April Days:
Tues. - Sat.

www.ontheverandah.com

MCCULL EYS
CASHMERE

Scotland’s Best Knitwear

Open 7 days a week
526-4407
242 S. 4th St. & Pop up
on Main Street @




