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Town is applying for matching grant to
help fund playground at the Rec Park

Jeff Weller have been meeting to
discuss fundraising for the esti-
mated $1.65 million project.

* See PLAYGROUND page 8
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Super Tuesday Results:

Macon County Board of Commissioners & more

By Brittney Lofthouse |

The new and expanded play-

O NN

year term.

The Macon County
Board of Commissioners
election on Super Tues-
day resulted in significant
changes in District III,
while District II saw a con-
tinuation of the incum-
bent’s tenure.

In District III, chal-
lenger Barry Breeden de-
feated incumbent Commis-
sioner Paul Higdon. The
race was closely watched,
and Breeden’s victory marks
a change in leadership for
the district. Higdon, who
has served on the board for the
last 10 years, recently serving as
Chairman, will end his tenure this
December after Tuesday’s loss.
Breeden was elected after receiv-
ing 3,319 votes to Higdon’s 3,091.

“Thank you, Macon County,
for the amazing support shown
over the last two weeks,” Breeden
said Tuesday night. “I appreciate
all the Board of Elections work-
ers who managed the early vot-
ing polls, all the workers today to

Barry Breeden

“I want to give a
sincere Thank You to
Macon County,” Josh
Young said Wednesday
morning, “I’'m so excit-
ed to have the opportu-
nity to keep working for
our small community.
All the love, support,
and trust shown over
the past few weeks have
been so humbling to
see. Thank you!”

With no Demo-

make this a successful election, and
most of all, all who came out to
vote for me today ... I am thankful
and look forward to the opportu-
nity to pour into the future of Ma-
con County.”

In District II, incumbent Josh
Young decisively won re-election,
defeating challenger Chris Brown-
ing with 3,935 votes to Browning’s
2,511. Young, who currently serves
as Vice-Chair of the board will
continue serving for another four-

Josh Young

crats on the primary bal-
lot, Breeden and Young,
the winners of Tuesday’s Repub-
lican Primary, are expected to be
sworn in this December to serve
their terms on the Macon County
Board of Commissioners.

Just shy of 30 percent of reg-
istered voters in Macon County
showed up at the polls for Super
Tuesday, with 8,415 ballots cast
out of the 28,362 registered vot-
ers in Macon County.

Federally, President Joe Biden
+ See SUPER TUESDAY page 14

By Andrew R. Jones
Asheville Watchdog

Mission Hospital is no lon-
ger in immediate jeopardy, but
inspectors will return to the hos-
pital for another survey in three
months, according to a U.S. Cen-
ters for Medicare & Medicaid
Services statement and letter ob-
tained by Asheville Watchdog on
Wednesday.

The finding, based on a visit
to the hospital last week by state
and federal inspectors, means
that CMS has determined that the
hospital’s conditions no longer
threaten patients’ safety and lives,
and that for now, Mission no lon-
ger faces the possibility of losing
its Medicare and Medicaid fund-
ing, which would have threatened
its financial viability.

“Our office notified you on
February 1, 2024, of your hos-
pital’s violations at 42 CFR Part
482 and our intent to terminate
Memorial Mission Hospital and
Asheville Surgery Center’s par-

ticipation in the Medicare pro-
gram on February 24, 2024, if
the immediate jeopardy was not
removed,” the letter to Mission
CEO Chad Patrick stated. “We
are suspending this termination
action pending our review of the
February 23, 2024, follow-up re-
visit survey.”

Mission is responsible for
enacting a plan of correction
to address numerous deficien-
cies in patient care outlined in a
384-page CMS report obtained
by The Watchdog on Feb. 15.
The hospital will have 90 days to
complete actions in the plan and
achieve compliance with federal
regulations, according to a CMS
spokesperson.

“We are pleased that the
State surveyors found Mission
Health to be in compliance with
the corrective action plan previ-
ously accepted by CMS, and who
are recommending removal of
the immediate jeopardy,” Mis-

* See MISSION pagel4

Cullasaja Club Lake Villa
with a Private Dock & Views of Lake Ravenel

448 Lake Villas Way
JBEDROOMS | 3 BATHROOMS | 1 HALF | MLS# 103813

Highlands | SOtheby's 10\ st Street | (828) 526.8300 1371 Cullasaja Club Drive | (828) 526.4104

M<CULLEY’S

The largest selection of
Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...on the hill
242 S. 4th St. - 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week

www.mcculleys.com
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Items on today’s ‘retreat’ agenda

s a university professor
and administrator, I’ve
been on a number of

“working” retreats. It usually
meant checking into a very nice
resort followed by an afternoon
cocktail party with colleagues, aka
rivals. After cocktails, we would
have a kickoff rubber chicken
and green pea banquet. A key-
note expert speaker would always
remind us in some way to work
smarter, not harder. The next
morning, we would have break-
out sessions where reams of
flip chart paper would be generated. After
lunch, everyone would hit the golf course,
trails, or pool, endeavoring to again recon-
nect and understand their crazy colleagues.
In the evening, after another “scrumptious”
dinner, our leader would make a speech that
would be a valiant, albeit long, effort to
bring meaning to all those flip chart notes
and set the vision for the new academic
year. Oh, how I miss the intellectually ex-
hilarating retreats.

So, I've always thought the Highlands
Town Retreat is a2 misnomer; we don’t re-
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Patrick Taylor

treat anywhere. And the board
and staff only get drinks with one
free lunch. This year, the choices
are tea, cokes, water, and pizza or
sandwiches. Our retreat enclave
will be the Highlands Recreation
Center. It begins at 9 am, Thurs-
day, March 7, and ends by around
4 pm. It’s not really a retreat but
rather an all-day budget work-
shop. Let me highlight some
things to be reviewed.

In the morning, the board
and staff will hear a report from
the consultant who has com-
pleted a comprehensive study of our elec-
tric grid. He will tell us we need to upgrade
the grid to the tune of about 4 million dol-
lars. Since the pandemic, there has been a
big increase in electricity demand — more
and more people are staying longer in High-
lands. We must address this demand in-
crease with a grid upgrade or eventually face
California-style blackouts. The good news
is that we can make these upgrades using
electric fund reserves, thereby avoiding an
electric rate increase.

We will also hear a report concerning
replacing our pre-clarifier tank and adding
a filter train at the water plant. Last year,
Highlands received 5 million dollars for up-
grading the water plant, but these upgrades
will cost even more. Our auditors and the
NC Local Government Commission will
expect the town to raise water and sewer
rates to cover these increases. These im-
provements are essential to future water and
sewer operations.

After lunch there will be a report by
the architectural firm that did a conditions
study of the Highlands Playhouse build-
ing. The study covers all components of
the building. Estimated costs to bring the
facility up to current codes will be included.

Normally, final action on any issue is
not taken at the retreat, but this year, there
will be a few budget amendments request-
ed. The big one will be the contract for re-
building and stabilizing part of Little Bear
Pen Road. I predict the board will get a case
of sticker shock when they hear the bud-
get amendment, but that repair cannot be
delayed. We will have to use reserve funds
to get the contractor on-site without delay.

The public is invited to attend any part
or all of the retreat.

-

"We're safe, he went for a ride With any
luck; a one way to the Vet."
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ROOFING SERVICES

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt * Cedar » Metal * Synthetic Materials

Showroom: 1511 Highlands Rd * Franklin ¢ O: 828-524-7773
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Andrea Gabbard
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AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com
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Read Highlands Newspaper for free from everywhere ...
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Weighing the benefits of moving vs. remodeling

n the realm of home- [§
Iownership, time changes [&

things, whether it is kids
getting married, the addition
of grandchildren, friends and
family moving away, or simply
design choices being outdated.
The home you purchased a
few years ago ot many years
ago may no longer fit your &
current lifestyle needs. The
age-old dilemma often arises: Should one
renovate their current house or embark on
the adventure of finding a new home? While
remodeling holds its allure, an increasing
number of homeowners are discovering the
myriad of benefits of moving to a new or re-
modeled home instead. From cost-effective-
ness to lifestyle enhancement, the advantages
are compelling,

One of the primary motivations for
opting to move rather than remodel is the
financial aspect. While renovations can be
budgeted for both cost and timing, in real-
ity, there are often unforeseen complications
and/ot design changes that impact both the
cost and the timing of completion. Moving
can allow homeowners to start fresh without
the inconvenience and disruption of living
through a renovation, or the burden of reno-
vation expenses that run higher than budget-
ed. Furthermore, with current real estate mar-
ket trends, selling a property can often yield
a considerable return on your original invest-
ment, providing additional financial flexibility
for purchasing a new or fully renovated home.

Beyond the financial realm, moving of-
fers the opportunity for a lifestyle change.
Many homeowners find that their current
space no longer meets their evolving needs
and preferences. Whether it’s seeking more
space for a growing family, desiring a change
of scenery, or craving proximity to specific
amenities and attractions, moving presents

the chance to tailor one’s liv-
ing situation to align more
closely with their desired life-
style.

In the search for a new
i home, one often-overlooked
§ benefit is the opportunity
to match your new lifestyle
needs with a new neighbor-
hood. This could be a house
in the woods with trails or a
community with club memberships that can
provide access to a range of amenities such
as pools, tennis, golf, fitness centers, and so-
cial events, enhancing your overall quality of
life.

Leveraging the services of a knowl-
edgeable Realtor can make all the difference
in finding the perfect home. Not only can
they streamline the search process by match-
ing buyers with properties that meet their
criteria and help identify properties that offer
coveted club memberships, but they can also
provide invaluable insights into local market
dynamics for their clients.

In conclusion, while the decision to
move or remodel ultimately hinges on in-
dividual circumstances and preferences, the
benefits of moving are increasingly appat-
ent to many homeowners. From financial
prudence to lifestyle enrichment, the allure
of starting anew may outweigh the allure of
renovation. With the guidance of a trusted
Realtor, embarking on the journey of finding
the perfect home becomes a rewarding and
fulfilling endeavor.

Note: This column was collaborated on
by the staff of Mountain Life Properties.

* Mountain Life Properties serves the luxury
real estate sales market and is located in Highlands
within its log cabin office ar 134 Maple Street. The
Mountain Life Properties tean welcomes all to stop
by to say bello or visit their website Mountainl ife-
RE.com or reach them at §28-239-8814.

Lunch
Tues. - Sat.
1a to 3p

I’'m baaaaaack again!
With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!
Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a fresh Gyro!

Salads e Pitas e Burgers ¢ Philly Cheese Steak e Shrimp Pita ® Susan’s Rueben
Italian Sausage e Chicken Wings e Appalachian Fries ® Onion Rings ® Fried Shrimp
Fish n’ Chips e Chicken Fingers and more!

Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! e 828-482-1513
462 Dillard Road, Highlands (across from Dusty’s)
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* HIGHLANDS DINING

The Secret Garden

Modern Fast Food &
Courtyard Market

Open Year-Round
Mon.-Fri.. | [:30a to 5p * Sat. 12-5p

208 N. 5th St. « Village Square * (828) 305-7509

WOLFGANG'S

RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRO v &

The Secret Garden

is a year-round sandwich shop and local
gourmet food market offering a variety of
hot and cold specialty sandwiches,
various salads, desserts and charcuterie.

Stop by this winter and enjoy a hot sandwich,

a cup of homemade soup and a daily pasta
salad.
We have indoor and outdoor seating, a
large variety of drink options including
wine and beer.

Can’t linger?
Call (828) 305-7509 to place a pick-up order.

American Cuisine with a
Creole Twist and German Flair

Now Open for 2024

Wednesday - Sunday
Bistro Opens at 4pm | Dining Room at 5:30pm

(52 E

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p ¢ Sun. 11a to 7p
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807
wolfgangs.net

=S
>
-

’, p#%f%f

Rhodes
Superette

Hours: Closed Sun-Tues
> Open: Wed-Fri 9-5:30
L 4 Sat 9:30-4
HAND CUT STEAKS
; ‘ DELI -BAKERY-WINE
MORE
<& 493 Dillard Rd
Highlands

O O 8288526-2762 &

1%

0000000.

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House

MON., TUES.,WED.

828-526-4035

Closed WI LD TH YME GOU RMET
THURSDAY B T A UHRAMNT
Open . .
Dinner Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
5:30-10p Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
FRIDAY & SATURDAY . W .
Open Town Square at 343-D Main St. * Highlands
Lunch & Dinner
11:30a to 10p open except
SUNDAY Closed all
Open Wednesday
for BRUNCH only and Sunday night
10a to 5p

Lunch: 11a-3:30p
Dinner:
5:30p - until

290 Main Street * Highlands * 828-526-2590
highlandermountainhouse.com

Serving Easter Brunch Sunday March 31st

Open Tuesday - Saturday
Dinner Starts @ 5:30 PM

531 Sauﬂwoudvc 828-526-9419 HIGHLANDS
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Thanks, Mayor Taylor

Dear Editor,

Thank you, Mayor Taylor for your Mayor on Duty
column (Feb. 22). I agree that it is easy to compare High-
lands to other towns and cities for the purpose of gather-
ing ideas.

You closed with “make changes deliberately in the
spirit of preserving this unique environment and com-
munity.” That should be the standard that all projects are
measured against.

Highlands is a special place - often referred to as a
“rainforest” with unique geography, plants, and animals.
And for many, this has always been a “retreat” commu-
nity. Comparisons can often lead decision makers down
the wrong path.

My ears cringe when I hear folks say “Highlands is
the Aspen of the FEast.” Lord help us if that is how we are
going to define ourselves. If Highlands continues to pur-
sue its excellence by preserving its unique assets, perhaps
Asheville and Aspen will instead be asking the question
“how can we be more disciplined like Highlands?”

Glenn Bosio
Highlands, NC

Observations of the
Cashiers Marketplace

proposed development

Dear Editor,

I have been following the recent developments of the
Cashiers Marketplace, from its size and proposed site fea-
tures, and its water resource issues. As a concerned local/
part-time resident (generally April/May through Novem-
ber), I have been enjoying the peacefulness of the Cashiers
area for over 15 years. First, as a tourist, and then five years
ago, with retirement plans we purchased a home in Sap-
phire, in Fagle Ridge.

I heard of the development plans percolating about
4-5 years ago, and I started following the local news, and
Jackson County Planning Commission news. While I am
not against land development, I am concerned about as-
pects of the latest plans for the Cashiers Marketplace (CM).
I am very acute to the local roadway network, the inter-
sections, traffic signal operation, etc., since I have been in
the transportation engineering field for nearly 50-years as a
consultant, and informing clients, and state and local agen-
cies, on responsible developments.

Based on the latest plans for the CM, and knowing
how the roadway network and traffic flows in the area dur-
ing the seasonal months, I can see some fatal flaws, on how
the development will operate/function following full build-
out.

I know there was a professional hired to evaluate the
land development regulations, but I am not certain that the
evaluation provided substantive changes that would pro-
duce results to alter how development can improve in the
area.

I have been involved in my businesses with land devel-
opments from Maine to Florida, from a design perspective
and from a review perspective for various governmental
agencies that provide approvals for land developments.

This scale of development will definitely have an area-wide
impact, from boundaries that extend from the west, at Route
64/Frank Allen Rd, and extend east beyond the Monte Vista
Rd/Route 64 intersection; and from the north at Slabtown
Rd/Route 107, extending south to Route 107/Cashiers
School Rd.

A major concern is the localized access to the CM along
Route 107. Taking a step back, and considering area-wide
traffic/network flows, coming from Route 107 /Frank Allen
Rd area, this roadway could be treated as a local by-pass,
to avoid having traffic go through the main “intersection”
(Routes 64/107), and with propet destination signing to ac-
cess the CM.

At the point of the intersection of Frank Allen Rd/
Route 107, by the present design, traffic would need to turn
right (south), and in approximately 400-feet, turn left (north)
into the CM, main roadway/access. There ate no additional
turn lanes being provided at the aforementioned intersec-
tion, except a right-turn deceleration lane along Route 107
(and from the site a right-in/right-out maneuver), which
provides no benefit for access, since the main site access is
400-feet to the south, if traffic were traveling north along
Route 107.

The existing signalized intersection presently experi-
ences sevete backups during peak travel/seasonal petiods,
and would only be exacerbated more, with these proposed
traffic maneuvers.

Over time, and mainly during peak traffic periods, mo-
torists will begin to find their “path of least resistance,” such
as possibly using the reverse frontage road behind the shops
on the west side of Route 107 (between Route 64 & Frank
Allen Rd), and will pose more safety issues.

I am sure from a development standpoint no one wants
a cut-thru roadway of a presumed heavily used retail/hotel
site, going right through the middle of a development, as it
would only propose more safety issues, but the area traffic
flows will need some relief, and a preferred straight-on ac-
cess to the CM, from Frank Allen Rd could minimize these
traffic flows on Route 107, by making a more direct access
to the development.

Again, looking at the proposed development, from an
area-wide perspective, the northern most access point to
Monte Vista Rd, and eventually onto Route 64, has its own
challenges. No additional turn lanes are being provided along
Route 64 at Monte Vista Rd (as this location with propetly
designed destination signing, could serve to navigate access
to the CM, from its northern point, and therefore, would
minimize additional traffic/turning movements at the major
intersection of Routes 64/107), and the location is such, that
sight distance is compromised for safe turning movements.
This location could see more frequent rear-end accidents in
the future, following full site build-out.

Often times being a consultant in this industry, means
telling the client the hard things they need to hear, and some-
times, it means additional investment (for offsite roadway/
intersection improvements) that are required in the develop-
ment, to look beyond just the property being developed, but
the area-wide impacts of what a proposed development site
of this size can have on the local roadway network and the
environment. It could also have lasting benefits in being a
good neighbor for Cashiers.

John DePalma
Sapphire, NC

2024 MC Academic
Foundation fundraising
is now on Facebook

Dear Editor,

The Macon County Academic Foundation is an all-
volunteer group of public-school teachers and administra-
tors, and members of the private sector that raises money
for classroom projects and field trips. All Macon County
Public School teachers can apply for funding through an
easy grant process. So far this school year the Foundation
has granted over $5000 for a wide variety of projects and
field trip experiences for our public school students.

Instead of the usual “Academic Auction”, this year
we have decided to pivot to a different fundraising ap-
proach. Most of our fundraising will be done through the
Foundation’s Facebook page. Currently we are conduct-
ing a fundraiser raffle for a 3-night stay (Oct 3-6) at the

* See LETTERS page 8

Because
You Care

So Much

In honor of National Caregiver
Day, and in appreciation of your
caregiving, we have a special
“We Appreciate Your Care”
promotion.

If you come in for your Life &
Legacy Planning Session with us
this month, we will waive our
normal $750 planning session
fee.

b l""'f';r

Get started

O B828-482-1241
www.brlegacylaw.com



Page 8 - Highlands Newspaper -Thurs., March 7,2024 - 828-200-1371

..PLAYGROUND continued from page 1

..LETTERS continued
from page 7

beautiful Holiday Pavilion resort in Myrtle
Beach, with the winner drawn on March
17th.

Search and join our page on Face-
book, Macon County Academic Foun-
dation, to stay informed about all of
the fun raffles and events we have to
offer, and to see all of the wonder-
ful teacher-led projects that are fund-
ed with the donations that are receiv
ed.

Brian Aulisio
2023-2024 MCAF President
Highlands

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

Bronze sculpture ¢ Paintings
Vintage & Antique Collectables &
Furniture - Costume Jewelry

v M
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On the corner of 3rd & Spring

At the February Town Board meeting,
Recreation Director Lester Nortis told the
board about a funding opportunity from the
NC Division of Parks & Recreation through
the Accessible Parks (AP) Grant Program.
The Accessible Parks Grant Program
provides $12.5 million in matching grants
for parks & recreation for the construction
of special facilities or adaptation of exist-
ing facilities that meet the unique needs of
petsons living with disabilities or that en-
able them to participate in recreational and

Sky

-

COUNTRY CLUB

Vall
Valley
¢ Incredible Views
e Par 72 Championship Course
stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
 Open Daily e Year-Round e Public Golf
2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta ¢ 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC

The Coolest Golf Course
in Georgia

For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals,
please call 706-746-5302
www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

1l
u Lf Y
lardsiape
structufes

sporting activities, regardless of their abili-
ties. This program is administered through
the Division and the Parks and Recreation
Trust Fund (PARTF).

The purpose of the Accessible Patrks
Grant is to maximize access to recreation in
NC counties, municipalities, and public au-
thorities.

Eligible projects include projects that
meet the unique needs of persons living with
disabilities or that enable them to participate
in recreational and sporting activities, the
construction of special facilities, and the ad-
aptation of existing facilities.

PARTF grants were used to develop the
Rec Park years ago but Highlands can still
apply for the Accessible Parks Grant Pro-
gram for the new playground especially if
the playground renovation will create a facil-
ity that maximizes accessibility to all children
up to age 12.

If Highlands qualifies for the state’s
matching grant that is handled through
PARTF a maximum of $500,000 is available.
For every $1 Highlands gives, the state gives
$5. If awarded the grant, Highlands will have
three years to use the funds.

According to Norris the Southwestern
Commission staff has seen the playground
rendering and is preparing the documenta-
tion that will be submitted by Highlands.

The Southwestern Commission is a re-
gional council of government that serves as
a technical, economic, and planning resource
to towns and counties in the western region

Highlands Rec Center Playground

ITESA2-0 000 - TE 12 3000

of North Carolina.

Officially known as the Southwestern
North Carolina Planning and Economic
Development Commission, it covers the
counties of Cherokee, Clay, Graham, Hay-
wood, Jackson, Macon, and Swain, the 17
municipalities therein, and the FEastern
Band of Cherokee Indians.

The Playground Committee enlisted
the help of Carolina Parks and Play who
drew the rendering being considered by
PARTE

Nortis said eatlier this week, staff from
the Southwestern Commission visited Rec
Park.

“We have sent them the rendering that
we have and their staff came to look at the
site. That is as far as we have gone as far as
planning goes thus far,” said Nortis.

Once funding is acquired either by
grants or through Rec Committee fundrais-
ing, Carolina Parks and Play will ultimately
design the space with a general contractor
hired and sub-contractors used to pour and
construct the groundwork and footprint on
which components will be affixed.

The grant application is due by May 1.

If funding comes through, the hope
is to have the playground operational in
2025.

Anyone interested in donating to
the Playground fundraising campaign is
encouraged to contact Commissioners
Stiehler or Wellet.

- Kim Lewicki
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The state of Highlands-Cashiers Hospital is healthy and framed for growth in 2024
Part 11

s I have said in the
past, HCA Health-
care’s continuing sig-

nificant investment in health-
care for the Plateau sets us
up for future success, which
means ever-improving care
for our community. I talked
about innovative new imaging
technology we are looking for-
ward to using in patient care,
infrastructure improvements,
the expansion of our services,
and the recruitment and train-
ing of the most important re-
source we have — our people.

This month, I want to
stress how important maintaining and con-
tinuing to strengthen the connection be-
tween HCH and ELC and our community
is. This requires a dual investment — ours
in the community and the community in
us.

HCH’s investment in our community
connects us to our neighbors, who are the
people we care for. We donate to multiple
local nonprofit organizations and partici-
pate in community events like our Teddy
Bear Hospitals. They aim to soothe chil-
dren’s fears about going to the doctor or
visiting the hospital and may also pique
their interest in pursuing a career in health-
care in the future. I appreciate the special
opportunity I have to meet with all of the
nursing students who come to our hospital
to learn through programs at Southwestern
Community College or Western Carolina
University. I take each group to lunch and
ask one question: “Why did you choose to
become a nurse?” You would be amazed
how many chose their career path as chil-
dren. Having participated in the Teddy
Bear Hospital event, I have noted many
children’s eyes sparkle with special interest.
I am hopeful that through this program,
we have ignited a spark for some of our
future healthcare providers.

Speaking of our Teddy Bear Hospi-
tal, we took part in a food drive sponsored
by HCA Healthcare’s Healthy Food for
Healthier Tomortrows, a national initiative
focused on helping communities experi-
encing food insecurity. The drive provides
nutritious meals to individuals and families
in need, and the HCA Healthcare Foun-
dation contributes support to nonprofits
engaged in combating hunger and increas-
ing accessibility to healthy foods. The icing

Tom Neal CEO,CNO
Highlands-Cashiers
Hospital

on the cake? Our canned goods
teddy bear sculpture not only
won $10,000 as the top entry in
our division, we also came in at
#1 throughout all divisions —
earning us an additional $25,000
grant to give to food banks and
pantries in Highlands and Ca-
shiers. We also donated the 435
pounds of canned food that
formed our sculpture.

You also may have seen us
distributing hot cocoa, apple ci-
der, and popcorn at Highlands’
Halloween on Main event. We
gave out more than 2,000 hot
drinks, and I could not keep up
with the popcorn, but can tell you the pop-
corn maker truly got a workout. We’ve also
collaborated with local artists to create our
Whoville-themed float, inspired by Dr. Se-
uss’ “How the Grinch Stole Christmas,” for
the annual Olde Mountain Christmas Pa-
rade in Highlands, and the Cashiers Annual
Christmas Parade.

As we move through 2024, it’s also
important for us to reflect on the fact that
our commitment to the community and our
growth contribute to achievements that not
only make us proud, but more importantly,
mean better care for our patients. These
milestones include earning the Acute Stroke
Ready Hospital accreditation from The Joint
Commission. This recognition is a gold seal
of approval that means we are providing the
highest standard of cate for stroke patients
in a community hospital. As we have pur-
sued this accreditation, our processes have
improved, and I have had the opportunity to
witness lives saved by our emergency depart-
ment providing life-changing care for stroke
victims within minutes of their arrival. This
timeliness with care is absolutely critical in
the case of a stroke. It is amazing and heart-
ening to watch.

I must also report, with a great deal of
pride, that our ER was recognized as the
#1 Emergency Department for hospitals
with less than 40,000 visits per year in HCA
Healthcare for sustaining the highest level
of patient experience over a year. One of
our ER doctors, Dr. John Worthington, was
recognized with the APEX (Achieving Peak
Performance in Patient Experience) Award
as the top performing ER doctor.

This is no surprise to anyone who has
used our ER, but it was profoundly reward-
ing to receive the recognition. We took the

opportunity to celebrate them with a barbe-
cue dinner at the Bascom. I have to devote
a few lines to recognize the Bascom as well,
who provided the venue, Doc Wilson, who
provided a large blast heater when the fore-
cast turned cool, and Mayor Taylor, who is-
sued a proclamation recognizing our team.

I am inspired and energized about
our special community’s support of and
involvement in our growth. This partner-
ship is essential for ensuring a bright future
for healthcare on the Plateau, I am grateful
for it, and anticipate that it will continue to
evolve to benefit all of us.

HC Hospital’s canned goods teddy bear sculpture not only

won $10,000 as the top entry in its

division, HCH also came in at #| throughout all divisions — earning an additional $25,000 grant
to give to food banks and pantries in Highlands and Cashiers.

HE FARM

" at Old Edwards
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Notre Dame,
the Temple,
and
the Cosmos

Fr. Jason Barone
Our Lady of the Mountains
Catholic Church

ext month will mark the 5th anniversary of that

| \ ’ horrific Monday of Holy Week when the Notre

Dame cathedral in Paris nearly burned to the

ground. The great medieval cathedral is back in the news

as after years of painstaking renovation work, the world is

beginning to see the new Notre Dame. Just a few weeks

ago, the new spire, that towers over the crossing, began to
emerge as scaffolding was removed.

While we can breathe a sigh of relief now for the build-
ing and her precious relics, I rtemember the dread fearing
the likelihood of the Crown of Thorns, worn by Our Lord
on the cross, was also caught up in flames. It was in this
uncertainty and fear for the fate of the cathedral that we
celebrated the Holy Triduum and Easter that year.

I recall framing all three sermons of Holy Thursday,
Good Friday, and Holy Saturday in the context of Notre
Dame. The Eucharist, which was established by the Lord
on Holy Thursday, was the reason for which the magnifi-
cent church was built. The death of the Lord on the cross
was reflected in the seeming death of the cathedral. Despite
the horror, one spellbinding image emerged from inside the
dark church one evening that week that gave a glimmer of
paschal hope. In the foreground was cluttered by charred
rubble and a fireman, yet in the background stood the glit-
tering gold cross standing atop the high altar. Vexilla Regis
prodeunt, fulget crucis mysterium! The banners of the King
go forth, the mystery of the cross shines!

The events surrounding a great temple of God not
only have a spiritual echo, but echoes the fate of the world,
as well. The 2019 fire portended bad things to come: a
worldwide pandemic and churches closed. Not unlike Notre
Dame, the world’s churches sat empty on Easter.

This connection between the house of God in the
events of the wotld is nothing new. The Temple in Jeru-
salem was always considered a microcosm of the created
world. “Microcosm” comes from two Greek words: “mik-
ros,” meaning “small” and “kosmos,” meaning “the world.”
As the Temple went, so went the world. This concept comes
in full relief when considering the Temple’s destruction in
70 AD. When the Lord predicts its destruction, His descrip-
tion is rather indistinguishable, and perhaps inseparable,
from that of the end of the world.

Ultimately, the Temple of Jerusalem is fulfilled in
Christ: “Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it
up... But the temple he was speaking of was his own body”
(Jn 2:19,21). At the end of the world, when all passes away,
nothing will remain save what is united to Christ. Then there
will be a New Temple in a New Jerusalem in heaven.

Notre Dame is scheduled to reopen later this year. Af-
ter over five years in the tomb, she will emerge more re-
splendent than ever. We hope this glorious event augurs

Proverbs 3:5

e PracEs 10 WORSHIP ®

John 3:16

good things for the world and the Church, too.

BLUEVALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.,Worship:| |
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 ¢ Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| |
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev.Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30
CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA « 706-746-2999
Sundays: 10 a.m.Worship; Holy Communion |st & 3rd Sundays
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
Rev'd Dr. Michael Matlock, Rector
464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717
CAC(@christanglicancashiers.org & 828-743-1701
Sundays: 9:30 am Adult Christian Formation;

10:30 am Holy Eucharist Worship
Wednesdays: 6 pm Bible Study, Prayer, Potluck
Thursdays: 10 am Healing Eucharist
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf  743-5470
www.cashiers.church
Sun.10:45am. S.S 9:30am.Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals |0am.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship: | a.m.

I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com ¢ 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC ¢ Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins
Sundays: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am
Wednesdays: Youth 5:30-7pm;Women'’s Bible Study: Mondays
4:30pm, Tuesdays 10am; Men’s Bible Study:Wednesdays &
Thursdays 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144 + 696 Sky Valley Way #447
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas
Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev.W. Bentley Manning, Rector * 526-2968
5th and Main streets * www.incarnationwnc.org
Sunday: Rite |, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite Il with Choir 10:30
am in Sanctuary,Wed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, Morn-
ing Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 « www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor ¢ 220 Main Street, Highlands
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am;VWomen'’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Emily Wilmarth, pastor
828-526-3175  fpchighlands.org
Sun.:Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.;Worship || a.m.

Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m.Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:I | am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays |0am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. » Glenville. NC ¢ 743-2729 + Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a.Worship | la & 7p. Bible Study ép
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.;VWorship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 « 165 S. Sixth Street
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays:Worship:1 |
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson ¢ 11339 Buck Creek Road
Highlandscentralbaptist.org * 828-526-0774
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily
sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a & 6p.Wed.Worship is 6p
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor & Rev. Christine Murphy
526-3376
In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
909a Bluegrass and | |a Traditional
www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
2152 Dillard Road ¢ 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdorf
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C.28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:| I. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin « 828-634-1312 « mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: Ist /Fri.and 3rd Sat.
and Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur.
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583 * Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107)
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;Youth Group 6 p.m.
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone — 526-2418
Tues. - 9:30am; Thurs. - 9:30am; Sun. - | lam
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship —I | am. & 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates * 526-3212
Sun.: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev.Andy Cloer
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:1 | a.m.
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m.
ST.JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Sun. 92; Mon. 9:30a (Latin);VWed. 9:30a
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S. - Office:743-2359 - Rev. Rob Wood
Sunday Services: 9am & | lam
Visit: our website: www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com for
schedule of activities.

Our Bazaar Barn supports outreach in the community.
Open Fri. & Sat. 10a-2p.
UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin ¢ uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - | | am.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School: 10 am.Worship Service:| | am
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Highlands Police en-
tries from Feb. 20. Only
the names of persons
arrested, issued a sum-
mons/citation, issued a
Class-3 misdemeanor or
those of public officials
have been used.

Feb. 20

* At 1:220 p.m.,, officers
responded to a 2-vehicle ac-
cident at Highlands School.

March 2

* At 415 p.m,, officers
responded to a 2-vehicle ac-
cident on Main Street.

* At 11:30 p.m., officers
responded to a 2-vehicle ac-
cident on Spring Street.

The Highlands Fire &
Rescue log from Feb. 27.

Feb. 27

* At 1:36 p.m., the dept.
responded to a fire alarm at a
location on W. Church Street.

Feb. 28

* At 5:05 p.m., the dept.
responded to a motor ve-
hicle accident on US 64 west.

* At 7:05 p.m., the dept.
was first-responders to a res-
idence onView Point Road.

Feb. 29

* At 7:47 a.m., the dept.
was first-responders to a res-
idence on Clear Creek Road.

* At 10:07 p.m., the dept.
provided public assistance
at a residence on Cullasaja
Drive.

March |

* At 3:07 p.m., the dept.
responded to a fire alarm at
the hospital.

* At 2:12 p.m,, the dept.
responded to a motor vehi-
cle accident on Horse Cove
Road.

March 2

* At 7:58 a.m,, the dept.
responded to a motor ve-

hicle accident on US 64 west.

* At 9:05 a.m.,, the dept.

responded to a call of a gas
leak at a residence on High-
gate Road.

* At 4:14 p.m,, the dept.

responded to a motor vehicle
accident on Main Street.

March 4

* At 10:37 p.m,, the dept.

responded to a fire alarm at
a residence on Shortoff Road.
March 5

* At 7:47 a.m., the dept.

was first-responders to a resi-
dence on Mirrormont Road.

2024 Good Neighbor Clinic
Sat. & Sun., April 13-14

9 AM-3PM

Robert C. Carpenter Community Building
Franklin

The 2024 Good Neighbor Clinic is a non-profit orga-
nization which meets the needs of the underserved
and uninsured individuals in Macon and surround-
ing counties demonstrating God’s love for our neighbors.

The 2024 Good Neighbor Clinic is expected to meet
the needs of upwards of 400 people and will provide FREE
Health Screening, Dental Care, Groceries, Haircuts and
other Human Setrvices.

The event will take place on Saturday and Sunday, April
13-14, 9 AM - 3 PM at the Robert C. Carpenter Community
Building located at 1288 Georgia Rd. in Franklin, NC.

Corporate grants and donations were secured to as-
sist financially and multiple professional co-partners have
come together to provide FREE resources and services for
the Good Neighbor Clinic.

A dentist will be on hand to provide assessment exam,
basic treatment and to alleviate immediate suffering as well
as. These services will be provided for those without dental
Insurance.

Health care services including Health Care Screen-
ing, Hearing Testing, Health Care Information, Pregnancy
Care Ultra Sounds and Tobacco Prevention, will also be
available.

Other Human Services will be provided including Pay
for Giving Blood, Food Pantry, Hair Cutting and Veteran
Services.

The Good Neighbor Clinic will provide free resources
to aid people in breaking the poverty cycle through spiri-
tual, emotional and tangible means including a Jobs Booth,
Home Repair, Rent and Utility Assistance, Prayer and
Emotional Support, Substance Use Disorder Support and
Recovery, Eradicate Domestic Violence, Sexual Abuse and
Human Trafficking.

The Good Neighbor Clinic is a Christian Ministry by the Seventh Day
Adyentist Church — Franklin and the Seventh Day Adventist Carolina
Conference. For more information, visit: www.goodneighborclinics.org

.ﬂ.LL PRDCEEDS COTO CUMMUN[TY DUTREAEH

AN UPSCALE RESALE STORE WITH 10,000 SQ FT
OF SHOPPING!
ot Goag L

s, 1846 HWY 107N in Cashiers
; (Across from Blue Ridge School)

FRIDAY & SATURDAY

BAZAAR BARN 10AM.2PM

FOR MOREINFORMATION ORTO DOMNATE, CONTACT SKIP RYAMN AT (228) 226-2588

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!

Here,There and Everywhere ...
the Atlanta area, too!

828.200.3050

bobhenritze @gmail.com « www.firewoodcompany.net
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Following Jesus makes your life

better and makes you better at life.

Join us this Sunday
(new series)
8:40am - Coffee/Nibbles
9am - Live Stream
w/Andy Stanley

For directions call Bee at 404-307-1415.

> 828-526-9325 <«

Generators aren’t just a “thing” we do,
generators are all we do!

JUNK

WE HAUL IT AWAY
House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate
828 - 421 - 5188

mtntours.com

Nantabafa Viational
Foreat: Permifted

the hemlocks

of Whiteside
Mountain.

800-805- 3558 828-526-2222

Paul Corbin

Owner

A&O LANDSCAPING SERVICES, LLC

828-371-2240
pcorbin| 631 @aol.com

on 25 acres at the base

Kiln dried
FIREWOOD

Delivery or pickup

2460 Cashiers Road « Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com

Highlands Automotive

Service AR = NC
-y ~ Inspection
& : ; Station

Repair

AS=

W 878.787-2360

2851 Cashiers Road ¢ highlandsautomotive.com

Call Raul
706-982-3803
706-970-7638
828-347-0255 E'

GRADING, INC.
valenciagrading@gmail.com

Grading e Lot Clearing e Retaining Wall

Driveways e Septic Placement

CHESTNUT STQR&GE

Storage Units Available

Sorere 24 Hour Ao

Ezgy Im - Easy Out
Great Fatos - Groat Terms

Call tocay to fined oot why wone
“Higalands Pramier Facility
Bz8-g82-10q5

Look for our sgn
pcciipn Suck Cose Ba. - 02 mibe off Casdviars B s Ulul.n:-l.u

* Grading
e Excavating
e Driveways
* Build sites
e Hauling
e Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643
Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com

828-200-9217 Fully Insured

MENmme-:E Expl-:m-
Quality Tree Care & Removal |8+ years

estimates@mendozatree.com
mendozatreeservices.com

Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader
Cell: 803-271-5426

Office: 828-526-8784
ryan.bears@allentate.com

allen
tate /s Alle
Realtors®

REALTY GROUP

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

COUNSELING
CEMNTER

HIGHL AMNMDS,

HNOC

BG4A-481-0598
I-Nl-[]rul[ UUN EL INI‘. [,.{-_N‘lI-H ORG

COUNSELING-CENTER.ORG &

WE STRIVE TO STRENGTHEN FAMILIES AND INDIVIDUALS

BY PROVIDING ACCESS TO OQUALITY MENTAL HEALTH
SERVICES REGARDLESS OF FINANCIAL ABILITY.




Cosmos Flowers
Full Service Florist

Store: 828-526-0044
Cell: 828-200-6 101
cosmosflowersnc@gmail.com
95 Highlands Plaza
Follow us

.('? Instagram and facebook
@cosmosflowersnc

S Ct\ﬁﬂ[o{;

B . FLOWERS
3 1 X
¥

e Interior & Exterior Painting
e Pressure Washing
« House Maintenance
e Drywall Repair
o Deck Repair
Quality Work e Fully Insured|

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com
828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927
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ESTATE SALE

BY APPOINTMENT THRU MARCH 9
Antiques, furniture, lots of this and that’s. | 76 Shelby
Circle in Shelby Place, Highlands, 28741. 770-686-
9593.

FOR SALE

SEASONED FIREWOOD - Any size load.
call 828-342-6806. (st. 1/25)

LAND FOR SALE - 3 tracts, 7.5 miles south
of Highlands, 8.64 acres with spring, by far the best
view in the area at $200,000; 6.12 acres with spring
(already subdivided into 2, 3-acre lots) $140,000;
3.99 acres with southern exposure, $70,000. 828-
974-1137.(2/22)

TINY HOME LOTS FOR SALE. $30k-
$45k/ea. Each lot comes with water; power, and sew-
er run to each lot. www.TinyMountainEstates.com
for more info. (st. | 1/22)

RV SITE - class A only - in Wildflower Creek
RV Resort. Just minutes from Highlands and Sky
Valley. Full hook-up, concrete pad, landscaped and
storage shed. Reduced $192,500. For more info call
828-421-1709 or email bobnnancync@gmail.com.
(st, 1/25)

FOR RENT

FURNISHED ONE BEDROOM APT. IN
HIGHLANDS. Private entrance, full kitchen, bath,
small. deck, W/D access. Internet and TV, All utilities
included No pets, $1,400 a month, 828-482-2613.
(st.2/29)

360 MAIN STREET

ESTATE JEWELERS OF
HIEHI.-HHDS

lppnintmant l:lnlr' w‘f; :
Call: 828- Eﬁ‘wsn S—_ x
Text: T?II 855- IIBZE
[mall. n]nl'lnghlamls@gnmn mm

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

fr

HOME REMODELING « NEW CONSTRUCTION -
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR« REPAIR * DRYWALL m
SHOWER REMODEL  PAINT & STAIN
REPAIR « DRYWALL « CARPENTRY
PRESSURE WASHING

828.332.2520
828.371.2189

MENDOZAPAINT 17@cMAILCo @

| BEDROOM, | BATH FREE STANDING
FURNISHED COTTAGE FOR RENT. Single
level House has new washer/dryer, new heat pump,
new bed, covered deck, back up gas heat. Two miles
from center of town. Water and sewer included.
1200 per month. Available for one year lease. Call
or text 828-342-4819.(st. 2/29)

COMMERCIAL BUILDING DOWN-
TOWN HIGHLANDS - Retail with office space
upstairs. Aprox. 1,700 sf. Good storage and parking
on |/2 acre at 255 Spring Street. David King 727-
644-9544 (2/15)

NEW FURNISHED EXECUTIVE
APARTMENT FOR RENT in Highlands city
limits. | bed/l bath in garden setting. $1,700 with
all utilities and internet included. Call/text 352-422-
7200. (st. 1/18)

TLC OPEN AIR STORAGE - Located in
Highlands, NC. Spaces available for pontoon boats,
ATV vehicles, equipment trailers, RV’s, and campers.
Minimum | month rental. $75 small to medium ve-
hicles; $100 large vehicles. Contact Greg 828-526-
5280. (st. 12/21)

APT.WITH MOUNTAINVIEW 2 |/2 min-
utes from Main Street. Furnished, no pets, smokers,
or children. Spacious 2 Bdrm/l Bth. $2200/month.
Year lease.Bobbygrace@icloud.com. Cell/Text 727-
458-0787 (st. 1 1/30)

BRAND NEW TRAILERS FOR RENT. 2
bedrooms/2 baths $1700/month and 3 bedrooms/2
baths $2250/month. Between Highlands & Cashiers.
Includes hi-speed internet, water, & washer/dryer.
No dogs. Inquires, Marcy -(706) 982-0444. (st. 5/4)

WANTED

PARTNER/INVESTOR FOR A DOG
KENNEL BUSINESS on my property south of
Highlands. If interested and to learn more, please
email Brian Grace at gracebrian907 @gmail.com. (st.
1/18)

HELP WANTED

HIGHLANDS CHAMBER OF COM-
MERCE/VISIT HIGHLANDS, NC -- Business

+ See CLASSIFIEDS page 14

Al Ctonelesn

Realtor-Broker
Luxury Home Specialist
Licensed in NC & GA

828-332-9767
al.stoneham@allentate.com

) F
@ Pt AL

Highlands/Scaly Mtn/Cashiers
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..CLASSIFIED continued from page 13

and Member Services — Full
Time, Salary. Performs a va-
riety of membership and ad-
ministrative tasks including,
but not limited to, member
recruiting, programs, and
events, communications, data
entry, tracking, and reporting.
View full job description visit:
https://www.highlandscham-
ber.org/live-work/job-board/.
To apply: Email director@
highlandschamber.org (3/1)

HIGHLANDS
CHAMBER OF COM-
MERCE/VISIT HIGH-
LANDS, NC -- Welcome
Center and Office Coordi-
nator — Part Time, Hourly.
Performs a variety of admin-
istrative and clerical tasks
including, but not limited to,
oversight of the Welcome
Center and its functions,
scheduling, communications,
inventory, data entry, track-
ing, and reporting. View full
job description visit: https://
www.highlandschamber.org/
live-work/job-board/. To ap-
ply: Email director@bhigh-
landschamber.org (3/1)

LANDSCAPE CON-
STRUCTION CREW
LEADER -- Thompson
Landscape Company is now
hiring a full-time crew leader
starting $25/hour based on
capability and experience.
Comeprehensive benefit
package including year-end
bonus. Minimum 3-years ex-
perience, valid NC Driver’s
license. Drug test required.
After 2 years of satisfactory
employment, salary options
available starting at 55k with
other employee benefits.
Contact Greg at 828-526-
5280. (st. 12/21)

LUPOLI CON-
STRUCTION is hiring an
office manager/executive
assistant and a bookkeeper.
Full-time, compensation

based on experience. Please
contact Regina@Lupoliinc.
com, 770.757.5004 for more
information. (st. | 1/2)
SERVICES

! Eco-
Friendly & Non-Toxic, Spe-
cializing in Shower/Bathroom,
Kitchen/ Backsplash, Entrance
Ways/Patios/Flooring. 25yrs
experience. Also offer grout
cleaning. Licensed & Insured.
Mike Bertone/Owner of Ber-
tone Tile Design & Flooring
LLC.Home:828-526-4943 or
321-303-7560 (4/11)

HIGHLANDS-CA.-
SHIERS HANDYMAN
— Chatlos Construction —
Remodels, Additions, Fram-
ing, Siding, Roofing, Decks,
Painting. References. Insured.
828-200-4071. (4/25)

MURPHY’S PAINT
CO.- interior/exterior paint-
ing/sheetrock repair/wallpa-
per removal/log homes/decks.
Insured. Free estimates. 828-
332-0525 or 828-421-8600.
(3/14)

NEED FURNITURE
MOVED ORANYTHING
HAULED AWAY? Call or
text James of Going Gone at
828-421-2655. (3/28)

DOG SITTING -
overnight, or daily checkins/
walks. Call Lisa. References
available. Call or text 828-424-
4637.(st. 12/21)

ANYTHING GOES
CLEAN-UP SERVICE
Complete property cleanup
- house, garage, property,
etc. Call at 828-200-2855. (st.
9/28)

HIGH COUNTRY
PHOTO/KEVIN VIN-
SON: scanning photos,
slides & negatives to CD or
DVD for easier viewing.Video
transfer to DVD. Everything
done in house. Leave message
at 828-526-5208.

Dave O’Harra, President, Rotary Club of Highlands, Asst Principal Mrs. Alyssa Debois, Brenda Mendoza

',. i s I.I

(7th) Ella Lovelady (1st), Caitlin Tingen (senior), and Mrs. Nicole Lui (Guidance Counselor).

..]MIISSION continued from page 1

sion Health spokesperson Nancy
Lindell said in a statement sent to
media Feb. 23.

While the CMS letter con-
firmed the immediate jeopardy
had been removed, it said nothing
about Missions compliance with
its corrective plan.

A coalition of physicians, pa-
tients advocates, and elected of-
ficials has roundly criticized the
plan, issued after CMS found an
array of failures in hospital lead-
ership and procedures that had
contributed to the deaths of four
patients and injured others. The
coalition has demanded to know
why the plan doesn’t mandate the
hiring of more staff, among other
issues.

“These solutions are also
more focused on individuals being
the problem rather than the sys-
temic lack of staff and resources,”
stated a letter from the coalition
to Mark Benton, NCDHHS chief

deputy secretary for health.

“The POC (plan of correc-
tion) does not address what we
believe to be the primary driver
in each of the Immediate Jeop-
ardy situations (and many of the
other cases discussed in the CMS
report): the lack of adequate, ex-
perienced staffing,” the coalition’s
letter stated.

In the email sent Wednesday,
a CMS spokesperson revisited the
timeline that led to the immediate
jeopardy finding:

*  From Nowv. 13, 2023,
through Dec. 9, 2023, the North
Carolina State Survey Agency (in
this case, the NCDHHS Division
of Health Service Regulation)
conducted a complaint survey at
Mission and Asheville Surgery
Center.

*  The survey found that
the hospital was out of compli-
ance with the Medicare Condi-
tions of Participation, and that

..SUPER TUESDAY from page 1

received the Democratic vote for
President and former President
Donald Trump secured 73.86 per-
cent of the Republican vote, win-
ning the Republican nominee for
the state.

Incumbent District 11 US

House of Representative Chuck
Edwards won his primary election,
beating fellow Republican Chris-
tian Regan with 66,475 votes to
Reagan’s 29,982. Rep. Edwards will
face Democratic challenger Caleb
Rudow on the November ballot.

the noncompliance posed imme-
diate jeopardy to patients’ health
and safety.

* The North Carolina
State Survey Agency recom-
mended a 23-day termination
due to the deficiencies.

*  The hospital had until
Feb. 6, 2024, to submit a written
plan of correction, describing
in detail the specific measures
taken to resolve the deficiencies.

*  The plan of correction
was submitted and accepted, ac-
cording to a Feb.15 letter to Pat-
rick.

Asheville Watchdog is a non-
profit news team producing stories
that matter to Asheville and Bun-
combe County. Andrew R. Jones is
a Watchdog  investigative  reporter.
Email arjones@avhwatchdog.org. The
Watchdog’s reporting is made possible
by donations from the community. To
show your support for this vital public
service go to avhwatchdog.org/ donate.

Biz Card Ads
$22 BW
$27 Color
Classifieds
$10 for 10 words, 30 cents
for each word thereafter.
$2 for color highlight
$5 for color photo.
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SILVER EAGLERE=#

Native American Jewelry

r PN - gL e c—
Country Club Properties
Your local hometown
Real Estate professionals.

h 3 Offices 828-526-2520

Highlander
Mountain
House
| &

The Ruffed
Grouse
Tavern

hlandermountainhouse.com

Chambers Rca%_
&
Vacation Rentals

Highlands is ca”ing
555 &537 N 5th St.

hig

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC :
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

I IET
Sales, Vacation Rentals,
and Prol;e.ny l\lll;;llagemenl 4. 80 acres
"’ LIVE
INTHE HEART
OF HIGHLANDS!
401 N. Fith Strees, Highlands, NC 28741
it el 5,950,000

tp:
1ttps://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals

Weichert

REALTORS

Highlands Properties

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522
www.highlandsproperties.com

HATHAWAEYs REALTY

HOMESERVIC

MOUNTAIN LUXURY
Dedicated to finding the MITZI RAUERS

home you've always wanted. Broker / Luxury Collection
Specialist
(404) 218-9123

& o Alln O @ )

STRONGEA TOGETHEH BERKSHIRE | MEADOWS MOUNTAIN

Martin-Lipscomb
Performing Arts Center

_ mitzi@bhhsmmr.com
; Eh! 5

DARLENE CONLEY
404.427.2448

Hardware

Hais o

o e
g |

[_K_H ME f Andrea Gabbard
Ty f c: 828.200.6742
[ - AndreaGabbard@

gmail.com

Highlands

Sotheby’s

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

Sotheby’s

INTERMATIONAL REALTY
114 N. 4th Street * Highlands, NC
Local Expertise, Global Connections.

Licensed in NC and GA
office: 828.526.8300 * cell: 828.337.0706
sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com * highlandssir.com

2 W Highlands
¥

Team RickSteve @ LANDMARK

193 29
The Power of 2 REAL ESTATE SALES & VACATION RENTALS
Trusted advisors
providing impeccable
personalized service

HIGHLANDS OFFICE | 225 MAIN STREET

= /
i
Cell: 828-787-1895 ; "’J

Office: 828-526-4663 R TS
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com BROKER

\¥e are home.’ =

PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORS
(404) 219-1349 » HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC




" pat@patallenrealtygroup.co

| 295 Dillard Road

| Julie Osborn

. 828.526.4525

#1 in the Carolinas
#1 in the Country for Independent Firms

Pat Allen #1 Small Team Company-wide 2022

Broker in Charge Stron ger o g ether!
Source HOMLS &
RealTrends

B0 2t Allen

m 828.200.9179
Main Office

Highlands, NC 28741
828.526.8784

Cell: 828-371-3877
Office: 828-526-4663
dana@landmarkrg.com

DANA ET.LIS
MCQUITTY

o

Broker in Charge
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.6165

Wildcat Cliffs Office

5121 Cashiers Road
Highlands, NC 28741

Highlands ‘

Leading F25

patallenrealtygroup.com

D

-

‘ 3 ‘
-
\&t‘l

BOCK

BUILDERS

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240

AV I1D

Sales Volume, 2020 - 2023

Downtown Highlands

(828) 526.3300

Our numbers speak for themselves.

$1.02

Sotheby’s

NATIONAL REALTY

WIT_D TH‘FME GI"IURMET

INTER

Open Year-Round « 6 days a week
343-D Main Street « 526-4035

4

Closed all
Wed. and
Sun. Dinner
11a-3:30p
&
5:30-til?

www.wildthymegourmet.com

Real Estate Firm

Transactions

(W WOLFGANG'S
RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRC
Taste the difference, Always fresh.

Now Open for 2024!

Average Sales Price

Agents i
Bistro opens at 4p [T
Dinner begins at 5:30p | i
Cullasaja Club 474 Main Street
(828) 526.4104 828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Deborah “Bee’” Gleeson
404.307.1415
BeeGlee4d@Gmail.com
and
Pat Gleeson
828.782.0472

PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.

Every home ...
has a story.
Let us tell yours.

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE
— HIGHLANDS CASHIERS ——

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com
210 North Fifth Street,
Highlands, NC 28731

(}@ Restaurant
-/ on Lake Sequoyah

...on the Verandah

828-526-2338
42 Years of Fine Dining

Closed until
mid-March

www.ontheverandah.com

MCCULL AN
CASHMERE

Scotland’s Best Knitwear

Open 7 days a week

526-4407
242 S. 4th St. & Pop up
on Main Street ©




