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Planning Board OK’s two subdivisions; 
meets new Code Enforcement Officer

The end is in sight
By Kim Lewicki

Work on the washout on NC 
106 (Georgia Road) is set to begin 
Friday, Nov. 15.

According to Mayor Pat Tay-
lor, Bryson’s Grading and Paving 
was awarded the contract after 
bids were circulated at the end of  

October. 
NC DOT did the engineering 

design work and put the specs in 
the bid. 

“Bryson’s will be doing the 
underpinning and the paving,” said 
the mayor. “Several experienced 
highway contractors put in bids, 

but Bryson’s got the job.”
The finish date in the con-

tract is Jan. 3, 2025 – depending on 
weather and any unforeseen issues.

Bryson’s said they will begin 
mobilizing Friday and are hopeful 
the job will be completed prior to 
Jan. 3.

Kim Lewicki
A long-awaited code enforce-

ment officer has been hired by the 
town.

At the October Town Board 
meeting, Town Manager Josh 
Ward – Highlands original Code 
Enforcement Officer decades 

ago – briefly introduced Code En-
forcement Officer Robert “Bob-
by” Henry saying he was highly 

The road left of the crane is gone. 							                – Submitted

By Kristin Fox
It’s been almost a year in the 

making. First the county heard it, 
then Highlands heard it and now 
it’s up to someone to take the reins 
and run with it.

Tuesday and again Wednesday 
evening, the county and the town, 
consecutively, were presented the 
Housing Needs Assessment for 
Macon County, a comprehensive 
study by Bowen National Research 
funded by Dogwood Health Trust 
and hosted by the Highlands 
Chamber of  Commerce/Visit 
Highlands, NC. 

With over 25 years of  experi-
ence in housing assessments and 
real estate feasibility studies, Bow-
en brings a wealth of  expertise to 
the discussion. He has worked ex-
tensively with city, county, and state 
agencies on housing developments 
across the United States, advising 
on both affordable and market-
rate housing for rental and for-sale 
properties. Bowen also serves as 
Chairman of  the National Council 
of  Housing Market Analysts.

The purpose of  the Macon 
County Housing Needs Assess-

ment presentation was to: Pro-
vide an overview of  the county’s 
demographic and employment 
characteristics; Examine the hous-
ing market, with detailed data on 
rental and ownership options; 
Highlight potential housing pri-
orities and strategies that local of-
ficials, stakeholders, and advocates 
can explore to meet current and 
future needs.

The presentation provided 
insights into the evolving housing 
needs within Macon County, with 
a detailed focus on Highlands and 
The Flats.

The study illuminated 
through painstaking research and 
statistics what everyone already 
knows … there isn’t enough af-
fordable housing for workers – 
whether through ownership or by 
renting – to properly sustain the 
county’s economy.

Tourism continues to be a 
driving force of  the economic 
development of  Macon County. 
A strong workforce is vital to the 
continued growth and success of  
the an economy heavily dependent 

MC Housing Needs  
Assessment makes its debut
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• See MAYOR page 4

The Highlands utility story - Part 2

Do you have a heartfelt, 
funny, interesting, or 
beautiful photo you would 
like to share in our new 
“ShapShot” section? 
Email it to highlandsedi-
tor@aol.com or text it 
to 828-200-1371, with 
a brief  description and 
a name. No anonymous 
photos will be accepted.

Fire on the 
mountain

Photo by Marilyn Barrett

I get this idea presented to 
me almost every month. It 
goes like this. Mayor, if  the 

town reduced residential gar-
bage service to one day a week, 
operating costs and rates could 
be reduced. Never do I get the 
suggestion to cut daily commer-
cial service, which is the source 
of  those recurring sanitation 
deficits. 

My response is always the 
same. Would the cost saving by 
going to one-day-a-week resi-
dential service be because worker hours 
would be reduced, or would it be a reduc-
tion in staff  size, which is already at a bare-
bones level, or a combination of  both? 

So, because of  implementing the sug-
gestion, a worker on the low end of  the 
town wage scale, a person who is expect-
ed to have a CDL driver’s license, would 
work for the town 32 hours on a 4-day 
work schedule while other town workers 
would get 40 hours on a 5-day schedule. 
We have a hard enough time hiring sani-
tation workers as it is. Implementation of  
that suggested cost-saving measure would 
be a recruitment deal killer. 

Staffing in the Sanitation Department 
is so low now that the town has to use road 

and electric trim crew workers 
to run garbage routes when we 
have sanitation workers out for 
illness, injuries, when there is a 
resignation, or a combination of  
all these situations. Twice a week, 
residential pickup also helps with 
removing trash in a timely man-
ner in coping with our hungry 
bear friends. 

Within our budget structure, 
there are the enterprise fund and 
the general fund budgets. A de-
partment in the enterprise fund 

category is expected to make enough mon-
ey from service fees to pay for its operation 
and maintain a reserve fund, as in the case 
of  the electric department. In recent years 
the sanitation department was running 
yearly deficits. At the advice of  the town 
auditors, the board decided this past year 
to move the sanitation department to the 
general fund, where these self-sustaining 
measures are not in place. In short, when 
there is a deficit in sanitation costs, it is 
now covered by general tax revenues. That 
is not to say that sanitation rate increases 
are off  the table in the future. I anticipate 
rate increases or property tax increases to 
help offset the deficits in the coming years.

Another idea is that the town should 
sell the sanitation department to a private 
company. Many metropolitan areas have 
already privatized garbage collection. It is 
an interesting idea, but the town is a small 
market with about 3,000 collection ac-
counts. Also, there is that expectation of  
continuing commercial collection, even on 
weekends, which is a unique practice for 
such a small town.

The Town Board and manager studied 
the possibility of  privatization two years 
ago. Potential providers were contacted, but 
the decision was to continue as is. The con-
cern was that if  the town went out of  the 
sanitation business, it would be for good, 
with the elimination of  all those expensive 
vehicles and equipment. The concern was 
that as a small, isolated market a private 
provider might pull out of  the area after a 
few years of  deficits like the ones the town 
has incurred. In a private provider scenario, 
to cover the losses, rates might dramatically 
increase while service would be reduced. If  
the company stopped service, what would 
be the alternative? All the factors cited 
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Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

POST AND BEAM... WORK OF ART
4 bedrooms, 3 baths. Private gate, 4.56 Acres

Lake, walking trails, pet friendly
MLS # 106188 Offered for $2,395,000

Highlands Sotheby’s International Realty

We are Open! 

 3 miles from Main Street on the left

At a time when the lack of  affordable 
housing is among the top greatest needs on 
the Plateau, insight into the business itself  
was an informative topic for the Rotary 
Club of  Highlands in a recent presentation 
by Rotarian Tom Delahaye. 

A native of  Louisiana, in 2005 Dela-
haye saw firsthand the devastating effect of  
Hurricane Katrina on people who lost their 
homes and couldn’t afford new housing.

In 2006 Delahaye and his partners 
founded CST Multifamily Real Estate 
Services, LLC headquartered in Denham 
Springs, LA. To date the company has de-
veloped 13 apartment complexes in Loui-
siana, nine of  which are considered work-
force housing. Four more developments 
are in the pipeline, including two senior 
affordable developments. Households with 
income between 20% and 80% of  the area’s 
median income qualify to live in workforce 

From left: Nancy Delahaye; Tom Delahaye, speaker and Rotary member; Randy Foster, Presi-
dent, Rotary Club of Highlands.

Insight into the business of affordable 
housing with Rotarian Tom Delahaye

or senior housing.
Delahaye illustrated his talk with capi-

tal and operating cashflow spreadsheets 
over the 15-year compliance period re-
quired by the IRS for Affordable Develop-
ments. He also explained sample financing 
strategies that utilize typical sources of  eq-
uity like Federal and State Tax Credits, pri-
vate investment and sale of  Federal Energy 
Credits. CST is unusual among developers 
of  workforce housing because it manages 
its properties thereby insuring long-term 
upkeep and quality of  living.

 Surveys show that approximately 
63% of  Americans currently cannot afford 
to buy a home. Younger generations like 
Gen Z and Millennials face the most dif-
ficulty, with 87% and 62% unable to afford 
a home. 

For more information see: CSTMulti-
familyRealEstateServices.com

above caused the board to decide garbage 
collection was an essential service that the 
town must continue operating.

Finally, another recurring notion is 
that garbage, water and sewer, and electric-
ity services should be fee-based services. 
Translated, a customer pays for only what 
is used, so a seasonal resident would pay 
for service only when in town. The prob-
lem is that Highlands, a very small town 
and market, requires the operation of  
these services at a general level all year 
long. The town has to charge a minimum 
fee regardless of  how much power and wa-
ter is used and how much garbage is col-
lected. Our utilities are very akin to a co-op 

model in that everyone has to contribute 
to the continuous operation of  the ser-
vices. This plan works well now as many 
former seasonal residents can be described 
as back-and-forth transitional residents 
throughout the year.

The challenge facing the town cur-
rently is how to maintain these systems 
and expand services as demand constantly 
increases. Investments through grants are a 
major vehicle for meeting these challenges. 
In the past three years, we have received 
about 8 million dollars in state grants to 
improve our water department and water 
lines.

...MAYOR continued from page 2
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298 Pine Forest Road
Cashiers, NC 28717 | $2,895,000 | MLS #103454 
Ken Fernandez & Nancy Warriner | 828.507.3156

#1 in the Carolinas#1 in the Carolinas
Since 1957Since 1957

SAPPHIRE OFFICE  |  828.507.3156
CASHIERS OFFICE  |  828.547.0022

WILDCAT CLIFFS OFFICE  |  828.526.4525

HIGHLANDS-DOWNTOWN OFFICE  |  828.526.8784

Scan to see our luxury listingsScan to see our luxury listings

205 Upper Whitewater Road
Sapphire, NC 28774 | $1,295,000 | MLS #104430 

Kelly Ramsay & Dan Doughty | 828.556.1252
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•Highlands Dining•

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House 

Open for 
LUNCH

Wednesday-Saturday
11:30-3p Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round

Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Lunch: 11a-3:30p 
Dinner: 

5:30p - 9p

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

42 Years of Fine Dining
Open
5:30-9p

7 Days a 
Week

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807 
wolfgangs.net

Wednesday - Sunday
Bistro Opens at 4pm | Dining Room at 5:30pm

American Cuisine with a  
Creole Twist and German Flair

Celebrating Our 30th Year 
Taste the Difference, Always Fresh!

Open
7 Days 
a Week

Open for
SUNDAY BRUNCH

with Blue Grass music
10a-3p

Open for 
DINNER

Wednesday-Saturday
5:30-9p

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square • Next to Pine St. Park

Sandwich shop and gourmet food market
Open Year-Round

Mon.-Fri.. 11:30a to 5p • Sat. 12-5p
Offering a variety of 

hot and cold specialty sandwiches, 
various salads, desserts and charcuterie pre-

pared by a Johnson & Wales certified chef. Stop 
by and enjoy a hot sandwich, a cup of home-

made soup and a daily pasta salad. We have in-
door and outdoor courtyard seating, and a large 
variety of drink options including wine and beer.

Can’t linger? 
Call (828) 305-7509 to place a pick-up order.

The Secret Garden
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•Dining•

Monday - Thursday, 11 am - 3 pm
Friday - Saturday, 11 am - 8 pm

226 South 4th Street • Highlands, NC 
Highlandsburrito.com

NEW DINNER HOURS!

A HIGHLANDER MOUNTAIN HOUSE HOTEL 

COFFEE BAR NOW OPEN 

Th1mday through Sunday -- Ji-om Sam --

790 North +ch Street, Highlands I info@oucposcinnhighlands.com f 828-482-7716 

... .., 

� AN�:G; '4� 
• YUKON MASHED POTATO
• TURKEY GRAVY
• HOLIDAY DRESSING
• CORN CASSEROLE
• HOMEMADE ROLLS
• KITTY'S CRANBERRY 

SAUCE

• YELLOW SQUASH CASSEROLE
• SWEET POTATO CASSEROLE
• BROCCOLI CASSEROLE
• ROASTED FALL VEGITT ABLES
• GREEN BEAN CASSEROLE
• HOMEMADE PIES (PECAN. 

PUMPKIN. BUTTERMILK)
LIMITED SUPPLY! SHOP EARLY! AVAIABLE FOR PICKUP AS EARLY AS NOV. 7 

OPEN TUESDAY - DAY. CLOSED THANKSGIVING ... ,..--

•Obituaries•

• See OBITUARIES page 16

W. Stell Huie 
William Stell Huie, age 93, of  Highlands, NC 

and formerly of  Atlanta, GA, died peacefully in 
his sleep on the 4th day of  November 2024. Stell 
was born in College Park, GA, the son of  William 
McEver Huie and Nan Stell Huie.

He is survived by his daughters, Helen Huie 
Ashenfelter (John), Sarah Huie Coleman (Joseph), 
his grandson William Andrew Ashenfelter (Mar-
garet), his two great-grandchildren, his grandson, 
David Huie Ashenfelter, his sister, Barbara Huie 
Hinds and his brother, Jerry Huie. He was pre-
ceded in death by his wife of  64 years, Madaline 
Johnson Huie.

Stell practiced law in Atlanta for 50 years after serving in 
the Army Judge Advocate Corps during the Korean War. He 
attended Emory University and Emory University School of  
Law. He served as President of  the Emory student body, 
President of  the Emory Glee Club, President of  the Emory 
Alumni Association, and President of  the Emory Board of  
Visitors. He was also recognized on the occasion of  Emory 
Law School’s 100th anniversary as one of  the 100 outstand-
ing graduates of  the law school.

Stell was most proud of  his service as General Counsel 
of  the Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority [MAR-
TA]. His representation spanned 18 years, “from the time it 
was a gleam in the planners’ eyes, until trains were running.” 
Other representative clients were the Board of  Pensions 
of  the Presbyterian Church USA, the Atlanta Chamber of  
Commerce, the Georgia Bankers Association, and American 
Business Products, Inc. [NYSE].

He was active in his communities and in his profession: 
President of  the Atlanta Bar Association and President of  
The State Bar of  Georgia; President of  the Old Warhorse 
Lawyers Club and member of  the Judicial Nominating 
Committee of  the State of  Georgia; Vice President of  the 
Atlanta Chamber of  Commerce; Elder, Trinity Presbyterian 
Church; President of  the State YMCA of  Georgia; Trustee, 
The Westminster Schools. In Highlands, he served as Chair 
of  the Community Foundation; Member, Board of  Gov-
ernors of  Highlands Country Club; Trustee of  the Board 
of  the Rabun Gap-Nacoochee School in North Georgia; 
Chair, the Music Committee of  the Presbyterian Church, 
and Member of  the Board of  the Performing Arts Center. 
Stell was also a leader in getting a legal aid office established 
in Highlands-Cashiers by Pisgah Legal Services, Asheville.

Nationally, Stell served on the Board of  the 
White House Preservation Trust Fund; President 
of  the National Conference of  Bar Presidents; 
Delegate at Large in the House of  Delegates of  
the American Bar Association; Chair of  the Legal 
Affairs Committee of  the American Public Tran-
sit Association, and a Fellow of  the American Bar 
Foundation.

Stell loved music, hunting, and fishing. He 
studied voice, and after retirement, shared his tal-
ents in church, recitals, and musical productions. 
He was an excellent shot, and particularly enjoyed 

quail hunting with friends in South Georgia. There were also 
special shooting trips to Scotland and Ireland. Best of  all, 
he was an avid fly fisherman and loved the streams around 
his retirement home in Western North Carolina. He also 
loved to travel to fish: Alaska, British Columbia, Labrador, 
Ireland, Scotland, many states of  the USA, and especially 
the Patagonia area of  Argentina where he fished more than 
20 times, always organizing a trip with friends to enjoy the 
unique characteristics of  fishing there.

A celebration of  life will be held on November 18, 
2024, at 11 am at the First Presbyterian Church of  High-
lands, 471 Main Street, Highlands, NC 28741

 In lieu of  flowers, donations may be made to:
Rabun Gap Nacoochee School Stell Huie Scholarship, 

339 Nacoochee Drive, Rabun Gap, GA 30568 https://
www.rabungap.org/support/endowment--legacy

First Presbyterian Church of  Highlands for the 
Bowman Endowment, PO Box 548, Highlands, NC 
28741, https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_
id=33QSWU5WA53YS

Nancy’s & The Exchange
Fancys for Men

828-526-5029 
2060 Dillard Rd, Highlands

2 miles south of Main, Highlands

Don’t be a TURKEY
The early bird gets the deals

HUGE Pre-Turkey Day SALES 
Starting NOW!

AA is here to help 
24/7 

828.349.4357
For Help 

and 
Information

Don’t Let Your Drinking 
Spoil the Holidays 

CALL



Jody Lovell
Highlands and Cashiers 

Sotheby’s International Realty
828.526.4104
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30% OffallCleaning & Repairs

Open for the last 39 years, Shiraz has been offering wholesale prices to the public on its 
entire inventory of genuinely hand-woven oriental rugs. Thousands of antique and 

contemporary pieces from around the world.
HAND CLEANING • RESTORATION • APPRAISALS

Main Street • Oak Square
Highlands, NC 28741

www.shirazruggalleries.com

OTHER SHOWROOMS:
TAMPA • NAPLES • SARASOTA

ORLANDO

We Purchase Antique RugsMon.-Sat: 9:30a-6p • Sun: noon-5p

(828) 526-5759

With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!
Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a Gyro! 

Salads • Pitas • Burgers • Philly Cheese Steak • Shrimp Pita • Susan’s Rueben 
Italian Sausage • Appalachian Fries • Onion Rings • Jambalaya • Kabobs

 Shrimp Gumbo • Soups
Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! • 828-482-1513 

462 Dillard Road, Highlands (across from Dusty’s)

Breakfast
8-10:30a

Lunch
11a to 3p

Pet Friendly Place Where Friends Meet
Open Mon. - Sat. for Breakfast & Lunch

• See LETTERS page 9

• Incredible Views
• Par 72 Championship Course  

stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
• Open Daily • Year-Round • Public Golf 

2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta • 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC

For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals, 
please call 706-746-5302 

www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

 The Coolest Golf Course  
in Georgia 

•Investing at 4,118 Ft• 

40% to 65% off!

Hurricane Helene 
serves as a stark 
reminder of  life’s 

fragility—how quickly ev-
erything we hold dear can be 
swept away. The devastation 
and loss resulting from this 
recent disaster are challeng-
ing to fully grasp. The unex-
pected impact of  a “moun-
tain tsunami” reinforces the 
lesson that we must never 
take anything for granted, 
including our loved ones and 
our homes.

 It is a profound privi-
lege to reside in this beauti-
ful part of  the world and to have had the 
opportunity over the past twenty-five years 
to meet incredible clients who have become 
friends. Assisting them in their journey to 
find homes and properties where they can 
create cherished memories for generations 
brings me immense joy. I am deeply grate-
ful to all of  you who visit this precious area 
and those who choose to establish a home 
here to share with friends and family.

Real estate transactions can be highly 
emotional. Sellers often face life changes 
that lead them to part with a beloved as-
set that has been the backdrop for many 
years of  memories. Even when the decision 
to sell is made, there can be sadness over 
closing this chapter. Buyers, on the other 
hand, frequently grapple with anxiety about 
whether it’s the right time to buy, if  the lo-
cation suits their needs, and if  the price is 
fair. This tension can easily lead to misun-

derstandings between both 
parties. Our role as real es-
tate agents is to be the calm-
ing presence that fosters 
rationality and objectivity 
throughout the transaction. 
Living in such a close-knit 
community allows us to be 
trusted advisors to our cli-
ents and friends, which is a 
true honor.

As life accelerates, we 
often forget to express our 
love and appreciation for 
those around us. Recent 
events remind us of  the 
importance of  showing our 

affection through acts of  kindness and 
genuine concern. I want to take this op-
portunity to thank each one of  you for 
trusting me to assist you in your real es-
tate endeavors. When my mother was in 
hospice, there came a moment when she 
softly said, “There’s nothing more to say.” 
After a lifetime filled with expressions of  
love and gratitude, those words hung in 
the air, reminding me of  the importance 
of  connection. Until that time comes for 
all of  us, please know how grateful I am to 
have you in my life and for the privilege of  
knowing you.

• Jody and Wood Lovell own Highlands and 
Cashiers Sotheby’s International Realty, the lead-
ing real estate firm on the Plateau. With over 40 
brokers across three offices, they are committed to 
meeting all your real estate needs. Call them at 
828.562.4104.

Dear Editor, 
There are 29 churches and one syna-

gogue listed among the “Places to Worship” 
in your print publication. Donald Trump has 
promised to send militia, National Guard, 
FBI and even the Army to root out the im-
migrants that he and Steven Miller decide are 
poisoning the blood of  the country, stealing 
jobs, eating pets and other unproven claims. 

Yet, the religious communities that this 
paper serves didn’t appear to give a damn as 
they fell all over Trump in casting their votes 
for him. The radio station out of  South 
Carolina that uses the moniker “Voice of  the 
Carolinas” employs some talking heads that 
spew derogatory and often untrue insults to-

ward immigrants as a whole. It’s Trump’s 
crass talking points 24/7.

 Does the “Voice” speak for Jackson 
and Macon counties’s people of  faith ? 

I never hear any pushback from the 
listeners who no doubt are member’s who 
attend the 29 Christian houses of  worship. 
I would love to know what the men and 
women who minister to their “flocks” have 
been saying from their pulpits about “love 
thy immigrant neighbor.” Have they been 
cheerleading for bigotry, racism and culture 
war of  Trump ? One wonders.

David Kahn
Cashiers, NC

Cultivating the love of connections

•Letters• 
Does ‘love they neighbor’ include immigrants?



...LETTERS continued from page 8
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TheBascom.org | 828.526.4949

Funding is due in part to a Tourism Grant with Visit 
Highlands, NC.

Through Dec. 28th
Join us for The Bascom’s Holiday Market, where our space transforms 
into a festive wonderland! Explore a curated selection of unique, 
handcrafted gifts for both children and adults, perfect for everyone on 
your holiday list.

In addition to shopping, enjoy holiday-themed workshops, a Santa 
Letter Writing Station, Kids Make-and-Take Ornaments, Fun in the 
SmART Space, and a holiday photo selfie station. There’s something for 
everyone to enjoy!

Save the Dates!
Nov

23
Holiday Market Reception
Wine tasting | 2-4 pm | Free

Dec
14

Photos with Santa, 2-4 pm 
(Donations Appreciated) 
Hot Chocolate & Festive 
Treats

Dec
7

Holiday Market Reception 
Following the Highlands 
Christmas Parade | 2-4 pm
Hot Chocolate, Music, and
Festive Treats | Free 

Nov
29

Gingerbread House
(Intergenerational Workshop)
Register at TheBascom.org
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and More!

Dear Editor,
This is the first time ever I am directly 

mentioning politics here but got to call a 
spade a spade and let the chips fall where 
they may.

The day after the election some of  us 
woke up to a grand feeling of  success … 
others to a nightmare.

Disclaimer. Though I’m not a good ex-
ample of  being a disciple of  Christ, I aspire 
to be one … sporadic as it may be. Never 
have I mastered an even temperament. Like 
John the Baptist, some things just piss me 
off  quite a bit -- most recently the election 
results.

Like many others I’m attracted to 
Christ-like qualities in others. I’m an in-
dependent in politics; I have voted both 
ways. I’ve always looked for these qualities 
-- which are not hard at all to see when con-
sidering candidates – qualities like love, pa-
tience, virtue, honesty, humility, forgiveness, 
compassion, mercy, charity and more.

So, I ask myself  which of  these do I 
see in our newest president-to-be … and 
can someone who is absent of  most or all 
of  these qualities, truly shepherd our na-
tion?

Oxford definition of  decency; “behav-
ior that conforms to accepted standards of  
morality and respectability.”

Someone please enlighten me -- how 
does Trump measure up to the definition 
of  decency, or is decency even important 
anymore?

Look no further than his spoken words 
on the access Hollywood tape.

After he won, I said my first prayer 
asking that God guide him and his adminis-
tration. It was not easy, but it was a sincere 
prayer.

My fear is that it’s in vain since scribes 
and Pharisees have their ears and hearts 

Giving our power away? It is what it is
shut to divine guidance.

I pray that I’m wrong; remind me 
down the road if  I am.

The majority wanted back who I view 
as a very wounded man who leans as a fas-
cist leader … and they got him. He won fair 
and square, and we have to respect the pro-
cess and accept the outcome.

Brace yourselves. I suspect in time that 
we may regret aiding in and unleashing the 
terrible storm that this administration may 
very well bring … which will be of  our own 
making.

Do we really want Elon Musk and 
RFK to potentially be making decisions that 
will affect our health and wellbeing? 

I pray that I’m wrong, that I’m over-
reacting, remind me down the road if  I am. 
This event may very well prove to be one 
of  the most tragic and consequential times 
in this country’s history … or perhaps not.

What’s most critical to me is the impor-
tance of  not being divided. Let the politi-
cians hate each other. It’s not a time for vio-
lence and hatred between “we the people.”

I will continue to love my Republican 
friends and family members. I will continue 
to fish with my Republican fishing.

Perhaps I am naïve, but I still believe in 
the power of  love, the tenant of  doing the 
right thing in each next moment and with 
each next person in our path.

This letter’s intent is not to offend any-
one.

I’m writing this for myself, because I’m 
moved to write, as I sometimes do. I’m writ-
ing this to counter the sinking feeling in my 
gut, one that I have rarely experienced in my 
lifetime … writing just to expel the fear that 
wants to creep in. Peace out friends.

Robin Piscitelli 
Highlands N C

On Friday., Dec. 6 Join the Cashiers 
Historical Society for Holidays at the His-
torical Society from 4 to 7 pm, and expe-
rience a magical evening that captures the 
warmth and wonder of  the season. 

Enjoy a candlelit tour of  the historic 
Zachary-Tolbert House, beautifully deco-
rated for the holidays, and step back in 
time to explore festive traditions unique to 
Southern Appalachia. 

In addition to the tour, enjoy live holi-

day music, Christmas crafts, seasonal treats, 
and a cozy fireside gathering, where visitors 
of  all ages can make s’mores and raise a cup 
of  holiday cheer. 

Tickets are available on the Cashiers 
Historical Society website: $30 for adults, 
$10 for children ages 6-12, and free for chil-
dren under 5. 

Deck the halls and experience the time-
less magic of  an Appalachian Christmas at 
the Cashiers Historical Society.

Holidays at the Cashiers Historical Society



Kathy Manos Penn
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Bronze sculpture • Paintings 
Vintage & Antique Collectables & 

Furniture • Costume Jewelry

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

Read 
Highlands Newspaper for 

free from 
everywhere ... on the 
street or on the web.

Go to www.highlandsinfo.
com. 

Click on Local News. 
Delivered and uploaded 

every Thurs. AM

Two tried and true mystery series

Quite often I hear from readers that 
they’ve enjoyed a book they dis-
covered in my columns. Recently, 

though, I received an email from a reader 
with a request:

“Please consider reviewing books that take 
place elsewhere. Not everyone is infatuated with 
the dark, dreary, depressing world of  the UK. It’s 
a big world out there! Maybe try a sunny destina-
tion with great food, like Italy.”

My reply?
“Thanks for taking the time to drop me 

a line. I’m not sure whether to laugh or be de-
fensive—perhaps a bit of  both. Let’s just say I 
consider myself  very fortunate to be able to write 
about books I enjoy. Are they more often than not 
books set in the UK? Yes, though I do, on occa-
sion, branch out.

“My most recent haul from the library in-
cludes one book set in Washington, DC, one set 
in California, and another in some coastal town. 
Perhaps reviews of  them will show up in the paper 
down the road. “

It’s quite often the luck of  the library 
draw as to what I read. Do I put mostly 
British mysteries on my Hold list at the li-
brary? I must confess I do, so those show 
up in the paper more frequently than any-
thing else. It’s pure chance that three of  my 
last four reads were set elsewhere, and now 
I’m returning to my favorite locale. 

Murder Takes the Stage
by Colleen Cambridge

This is Book IV in the Phyllida Bright 
Mystery series, and it’s the best one yet. 
Of  course, I’m biased because it’s set in 
London in the 1930s and Phyllida is Ag-
atha Christie’s housekeeper—everything I 
could want in a murder mystery. 

The author did a masterful job of  
dropping hints about Phyllida’s back-

ground in the first three books, and finally 
readers get some answers—not every-
thing by any means, but enough to keep us 
coming back for more. We know she and 
Agatha were nurses together in the Great 
War. We know Phyllida’s not happy about 
being in London. She’d much prefer to be 
in the Devon village where Agatha Chris-
tie and her husband Max Mallowan spend 
most of  their time. What we don’t know 
is why Phyllida is concerned about visiting 
the city.

The plot centers on murders at three 
London theaters, but the subplots are 
as intriguing as the main one. Nearly the 
entire household shifts to London for a 
few weeks, so the usual cast of  charac-
ters is back. The maids, the butler, and the 
chauffer enjoy London to varying degrees, 
but as always, it’s Phyllida who gets in-
volved in solving the murders. 

I suspect Book V won’t come out for 
another year, so I’ll be champing at the bit 
to get my hands on it. I have to know what 
the future holds for Phyllida.

The Detective Inspector Skelgill 
Mystery Series

by Bruce Beckham

I discovered this series when a Crier 
reader wrote to thank me for intro-

ducing her to the Ruth Galloway mysteries, 
and she told me about this one. These Brit-

ish mysteries are set in the Lake District, an 
area I visited last year. I try to read books 
set where I’m vacationing, so the Skelgill 
mysteries fit the bill for my trip. The two 
of  us met for coffee as she was planning 
a trip to the Cotswolds, where I’d spent 
a week in 2018, and subsequently set my 
mystery series.

She tells me she’s jealous that I’m still 
working my way through the Skelgill sto-
ries since she’s long since finished them. 
I’m on fourteen of  twenty-four and have 
a ways to go.

Skelgill is a rough around the edges 
detective inspector who’s an outdoors guy. 
He can spend endless hours fishing and 
that solitude on the water is often where he 
works out puzzles in his cases. He’s also a 
fell runner and a member of  the mountain 
rescue squad. A fell is a hill or mountain 
with steep slopes and rocky terrain. And 
believe it or not, fell runners run up and 
down the mountains in the Lake District. 

Part of  the fun in reading these books 
is learning a new language. It may be Brit-
ish English, but the Lake District has its 
own dialect, so much so, that there’s a glos-
sary in the front of  the books. The author 
also does an outstanding job of  bringing 
the setting to life—the water, the moun-
tains, the weather. I feel as though I’m 
there as I read.

These are police procedurals, not cozy 
mysteries, so if  you don’t care for cursing, 
steer clear. The cast of  characters includes 
Skelgill’s two detective sergeants—one a 
married man with kids, the other a young 
woman in her 20s—both of  them from 
London. Of  course, he has a nemesis 
too—a sharp-dressed DI from Manches-
ter—who would like nothing better than to 
get the best of  Skelgill.

Though the books are described as 
standalone mysteries, I suggest you start at 
the beginning with “Murder in Adland.” As 
in any good series, you learn more about 
Skelgill and his team as the books progress. 
I only just found out his first name, but I’m 
not telling.

Happy reading.

• Award-winning author Kathy Manos 
Penn is a Georgia resident. Find her cozy myster-
ies at Franklin Office Supply & Gifts, and on 
Amazon. Contact her at inkpenn119@gmail.
com, and follow her on Facebook, www.facebook.
com/KathyManosPennAuthor/. 
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• See HOUSING page 21

Oh What Fun!

All events, other than Ice Skating, are organized and hosted by the 
Highlands Chamber of Commerce/Visit Highlands, NC.

Ice Skating in the Park 
Opens Thursday, November 21

Winter Hours
Thursdays, 3:30-8pm, Fridays, 3:30-10pm,

Saturdays, 1-10pm, Sundays, 1-5pm
Thanksgiving Week

11/25-11/27, 1-8pm, Closed Thanksgiving Day, 
11/29-11/30 1-10pm, 12/1, 1-5pm

Christmas Break
12/23, 1-8pm, 12/24, 1-5pm, Closed Christmas Day, 12/26, 1-8pm, 

12/27-12/28 1-10pm, 12/29, 1-5pm, 12/30, 1-8pm, 12/31, 1pm-1am,  1/1, 1-8pm
Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park | $8, with or without skates.

Light up the Park & Main
Saturday, November 30 | 6–8pm 
Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park

Highlands Christmas Parade
Saturday, December 7 | 10am-12pm

Main Street

Santa in the Park 
December 7, 14 & 21

Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park

Lighting of the Menorah
Wednesday, December 25 | 5:30pm

Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park

Celebrate the joy and beauty 
of the season in Highlands.

...HOUSING continued from page 1
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on tourism. 
According to Bowen, very few tour-

ism-related occupations pay sufficient 
wages to enable the workers to reasonably 
afford to rent or buy a home in Macon 
County or Highlands. This places financial 
challenges on the local tourism-based em-
ployers due to employment turnover and 
their ability to attract workers.

Macon County saw the greatest in-
crease in visitor spending compared to sur-
rounding counties in 2023. Visitors spend-
ing in Macon County totaled $350 million, 
increasing by 3.8 % from the prior year. 
Food and lodging comprise the county’s 
largest share of  expenditures.

An estimated 1,706 persons are em-
ployed within the tourism-oriented occupa-
tions in the county representing over 14% 
of  the persons employed overall, which ex-
emplifies the influence this workforce sec-
tor has in the county.

Nearly 4,000 individuals from sur-
rounding areas – 36% of  the workforce 
-- commute into Macon County for em-
ployment. Close to half  (47.9 %) of  in-
commuters are between ages 30 to 54 and 
39.4% earn over $40,000 annually. 

Were housing available, these workers 
would be potential new residents/house-
holds for Macon County. 

The presentation addressed demo-
graphic trends, housing needs and strategic 
recommendations.

The report states that Macon County 
has experienced positive household growth 
since 2010 and is projected to continue 
within each study area (Macon County, 
Franklin, Franklin ETJ and Highlands/
Flats) between 2023 and 2028. 

Macon County is projected to experi-
ence an overall household growth rate of  
3.2% with the addition of  548 households. 
The Highlands/Flats areas are projected to 
add 0.9% with the addition of  16 house-
holds. This growth rate is similar to the 

projected 3.5% growth rate for the state 
during this same time.

Macon County projections through 
2018 indicate the greatest growth of  house-
hold heads by age will occur among seniors 
ages 75 and older. Other notable growth 
will also occur among households between 
the ages of  35 and 44 and ages 65 to 74. 
These trends will drive demand for family- 
and senior-oriented housing products.

The assessment found that approxi-
mately 57.5% of  county renter households 
earn less than $40,000 annually, while most 
of  the renter household growth within the 
county will be among those earning $60,000 
to 99,000. Over 50% of  renter households 
will continue to earn less than $40,000 an-
nually through 2028. 

Obviously, housing affordability is a 
significant challenge for a large number 
of  area households. Approximately 322 
Macon County households live is substan-
dard housing with 227 overcrowded hous-
ing units and 95 housing units with either 
incomplete plumbing or kitchens. Nearly 
1,900 households in Macon County live in 
severe cost-burdened housing, paying over 
50 percent of  their income toward housing, 
with 891 renters and 990 owner households 
experiencing this financial burden.

The presentation offered an in-depth 
look at Macon County’s current demo-
graphic and economic landscape, housing 
trends, and future projections. In addition 
to evaluating current housing conditions, 
the report provided valuable insights on 
employment trends, housing gaps by in-
come segment, and community input gath-
ered from area stakeholders, employers, and 
residents.

Avenues to solve or alleviate the work-
force housing crisis differ for Highlands and 
areas in the county.

Within the Highlands corporate limits, 
it would mean considering loosening zoning 
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Highlands Food & Wine Festival • Nov. 7-10
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Grand Tasting • Truckin’ • Main Event • A Shot at Redemption

Photos by Jim and 
Kim Lewicki
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WINTER POOL SCHEDULE
Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri. 6am-9:45am, and 

Saturday 10am-11pm - 6 lanes.
Water Aerobics: 18 y+ Mon.-Fri. 10-

11am with Karen Chambers.
Adult Swim: 18y+ Mon.-Thurs. 11am-

3:30pm, Friday 11am-1:30pm
 Public Swim: Mon. thru Thurs. 3:30-

7pm, Saturday 11am-6pm and Sunday 1-6pm
ALL WEEK
• Alcoholics Anonymous: “Open Meet-

ings” are for anyone who thinks they may 
have a drinking problem or for anyone in-
terested in the A.A. program of recovery. 
Highlands Mountain View Group holds open 
meetings in Highlands at the First Presby-
terian Church, 471 Main St., on Monday at 
5:30 PM and Wednesday and Friday at noon. 
Women’s Group 5:30, Tuesdays. The Ca-
shiers Valley Group holds open meetings 
at the Albert Carlton Cashiers Community 
Library Monday at 8:30 AM, Tuesday at 7 
PM, Friday and Sunday at 5 PM, and Saturday 
at 9 AM. For more information, please visit 
www.aawnc80.org or to speak with a mem-
ber of AA 24/7 at 828-349-4357.

MOVIES
• Movies at the Martin Lipscomb Per-

forming Arts Center at PAC on Chestnut 
Street See adjoining ad.

PICKLE BALL 
• At the Recreation Dept. every Mon-

day - Friday 10am-1pm indoors for the win-
ter (notice the days and time has changed), 

Mon.-Fri.
• Nantahala Tennis plays at the High-

lands Rec Park 9a-1p.
Mon-Wed-Fri
• Aerobics with Tina Rogers 8-9am at 

the Rec Park.
• Balance, Stretch & Strengthen Class 

at the Rec Park 8:30-9:30am. The cost for 
the class is $30 a month. The class is led by 
Cathy Hodgson. Contact the Recreation 
Department at 828-526-3556 for more in-
formation.

Second Mondays
• The local chapter of PEO, an off-

campus sorority founded in the 1800s that 
provides grants and loans to women with 
financial need who want to return to school 
or further their education meets at 10 a.m. 
More meeting places call president Paula 
McDonald at 706-372-3004 

• Indivisible Highlands from 5:15-
6:15pm at the Hudson Library Meeting 
Room. 

1st Tuesdays through Dec.
• HUMC’s Community Table Dinner at 

the Community Building at at 6 p.m. Sept. 3, 
Oct. 1, Nov. 5 and Dec. 3.

2nd Tuesdays
• Highlands Writers Group meets on 

alternate Tuesday afternoons at 3pm. Writ-
ers still uncomfortable with in-person gath-
erings may participate via Zoom meetings 
For more information contact Bud Katz at 
either 828-526-3190 or at budandlynn@
me.com 

Tuesdays
• Strength Training at the Rec Park 

8:15-9:15 am. Aim for strong, lean muscles 
using light weights, body weight, and high 
repetition to shape and tone. Learn proper 
form and range of motion to safely target 
all muscle groups for a metabolic boost and 
feel great. 

• At Wayfarers Chapel, Workshop for 
Writers – Tuesdays from 5-6:30 PM. Facili-
tated by Sam Renken, this group has a sim-
ple mission: to foster and provide consistent 
community for local writers thereby giving 
writers of all ages and genres the opportu-
nity to write, read, revise, and present their 
work to the group.

• ESL classes are held at the Presbyte-
rian Church in Highlands from 6:30-7:30pm. 
No registration required – just show up and 
participate. Questions? call 828-526-0863 
or email info@maconncliteracy.org

2nd Wednesdays

•Highlands Events•

MOVIES
at PAC’s MLPC

Fri. & Sat., 
Nov. 15 & 16

2 & 5:30p 

Tickets:
Adults: $13.20 • Children: $11

boxoffice@
highlandsperformingarts.com 

828-526-9047

507 Chestnut St. Highlands

• Hudson Library, in partnership with 
VAYA Health, is hosting an educational se-
ries on adult mental health topics, held on 
the first Wednesday of each month at 11 
AM. This series is aimed particularly at older 
adults and will focus on mental health topics 
of particular interest to them, but all ages 
are welcome to attend. The November 1 
program is Dementia: A Deeper Under-
standing. Reservations are required for this 
free event. To register, stop by the library or 
call 828-526-3031. 

2nd & 4th Wed.
• Digital Navigators will be at the 

Hudson Library the second and fourth 
Wednesdays 1PM - 3PM of each month to 
help patrons with their tech needs. Bring a 
smartphone, laptop, or other digital device 
to receive free assistance and support. No 
appointments are  required - all are wel-
come.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.
• The Food Pantry behind the Method-

ist Church on Spring Street is open from 
10a-6p.

• Exercise Class with Michelle Lane at 
the Rec Park at 5:30. A combo class with dif-
ferent types of exercise. Call the Recreation 
Department at 828-526-3556 for more in-
formation

Thurs.-Sat.
• Mountain Findings Hours: 10a to1p.
 Thursdays
• Kickboxing 8:15-9:15 am. at the Rec 

Park. An exhilarating and fun mix of martial 
arts for a calorie-burning workout. No mar-
tial arts background necessary Contact the 
Recreation Department at 828-526-3556 
for more info.

• At Hudson Library, special children’s 
events will be on tap on Thursday after-
noons at 3:30 Kids Zone programs. 

Fridays
• At Hudson Library, Friday afternoons 

at 2 PM, there’s a variety of children’s pro-
grams including board games, STEM pro-
grams, and crafternoons. 

Saturdays
• Story Ballet - a gentle ballet & cre-

ative movement class for Children 3-4. The 
flow of class follows a story or theme that 
changes each month, engaging imaginations! 
Saturday 5:30-6:30pm. 828-421-6720

• Adult Ballet - crafted for beginners, 
but mindfully taught for all levels. Ballet is 
an excellent way to move, grow stronger, 
improve balance, flexibility and coordina-
tion while having fun. 6:30-7:30pm. 828-421-
6720.

2nd Saturdays
• The Western North Carolina Wood-

turners Club meets in Highlands at The Bas-
com at 10 a.m. thru Nov.

3rd Saturdays
• The American Legion Post 370 meets 

at the First Methodist Church at 315 Main 
St. in their community room/909 chapel. 
We serve breakfast at 9 AM and hold our 
monthly meeting at 10 AM. We invite ALL 
veterans to attend - email ncpost370@
gmail.com for more information or just join 
us at 9 AM .

Sundays
• At Wayfarers Chapel, Sunday Service: 

10 AM Sunday Morning. Stick around for 
visitation and coffee hour immediately after 
service. (Coffee hour is replaced by potluck 
dinner the 1st Sunday of each month). 

Through Nov. 12
• Macon county youth basketball reg-

istration is open. For youth Girls ages 5-15 
years old go to maconcountygirlsbasketball.
com for boys ages 5-18 years old go to 
maconcountyboysbasketball.com.	

Through Dec. 28
• At The Bascom, Holiday Market is 

open.
Thurs., Nov. 14
• At the Community Building, Bingo for 

Hurricane Relief 6:30-8:30p. Sponsored by 
Pat Allen and the Rotary Club of Highlands.

Friday, Nov.15
• First Senior Lunch of the season will 

be at 12 noon at the Highlands Rec Dept 
in the Meeting Room. The menu will be 
Roasted Pork Loin, Mashed Potatoes, Green 
Beans, Spiced Apples and Roll. 

Sun., Nov. 17
• Celebration in honor of Mary Adair 

Trumbly as she steps into retirement. 2:30-
4p at the Highlands Performing Arts Center. 
Refreshments, heartfelt stories and com-
pany.

Nov. 18-25
• Operation Christmas Child shoebox 

gift drop off at First Baptist Church in 
Highlands noon to 4p and Cashiers Baptist 
Church. Find a step-by-step guide on 
the How to Pack a Shoebox webpage, www.
samaritianspurse.org/occ.

Mon. Nov. 18
• Lunch with the Doc at HC Hospital 

from noon to 1p. Free program on chronic 
pain managment. Registration is available 
online at www.missionhealth.org/calendar 
or by calling 844-630-5295. Attendance is 
limited to 50 people, and a buffet-style din-
ner will be provided.

Thurs., Nov. 21-March
• The Highlands Parks and Recreation-

managed Ice Skating in the Park kicks off 
Thursday and runs through early March, 
weather permitting. The hours are Thurs-
days, 3:30-8pm, Fridays, 3:30–10pm, Satur-
days, 1–10pm, Sundays, 1–5pm. The price is 
only $8, with or without skates. Coffee and 
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The Highlands Chamber 
of  Commerce/Visit High-
lands, NC has an exciting line-
up of  holiday events in store. 
The schedule boasts a diverse 
range of  activities, including:

Ice Skating in Park – 
Thur., Nov. 21, 3:30-8pm 

in Kelsey-Hutchinson 
Founders Park

The Highlands Parks 
and Recreation-managed Ice 
Skating in the Park kicks off  
Thursday, Nov. 21 and runs 
through early March, weather permitting. 

The hours are Thursdays, 3:30-8pm, 
Fridays, 3:30–10pm, Saturdays, 1–10pm, 
Sundays, 1–5pm. 

Thanksgiving Week: 11/25-11/27, 
1-8pm, Closed Thanksgiving Day, 11/29-
11/30 1-10pm, 12/1, 1-5pm. 

Christmas Break: 12/23, 1-8pm, 
12/24, 1-5pm, Closed Christmas Day, 
12/26, 1-8pm, 12/27-12/28 1-10pm, 
12/29, 1-5pm, 12/30, 1-8pm, 12/31, 1pm-
1am, 1/1, 1-8pm. 

The price is only $8, with or without 
skates. Coffee and hot chocolate are avail-
able for purchase.

Light Up the Park – 
Sat., Nov. 30, 6-8pm in Kelsey-

Hutchinson 
Founders Park

Anticipation will fill the mountain air 
as the community gathers in the park to 
enjoy treats and a program that includes 
live music and carols led by the Foxfire 
Boys, a display of  children’s artwork and 
a reading of  the Christmas story. Then, 
Santa arrives atop a firetruck to usher in 
the lighting of  the park and Main Street. 
Watch the park come alive with thousands 
of  holiday lights that will remain through-
out the season, along with ice skating and 
photo-op fun. 

Santa in the Park – Sat., Dec 7, Sat., 
Dec. 14, Sat. Dec. 21 and Tues. Dec. 
24 in Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders 

Holidays in Highlands! 
Park

Santa Claus himself  will 
make special appearances 
on Saturdays in the park to 
listen to the wishes of  chil-
dren, both young and young 
at heart. On Christmas Eve, 
Tuesday, December 24, San-
ta is extremely busy prep-
ping for gift delivery so ap-
pointments are required and 
can be booked at www.high-
landschamber.org/event/
santa-in-the-park/1306/ 

Additionally, he will make periodic visits to 
collect letters placed in a designated mail-
box within the park.

Highlands Christmas Parade – Sat., 
Dec. 7, 10am–12pm 
along Main Street

As part of  this longstanding tradi-
tion, expect to witness a delightful proces-
sion along Main Street featuring marching 
bands, llamas, camels, imaginative floats, 
and, of  course, the star of  the show, Santa 
Claus. Those who wish to participate in 
the parade must submit a completed ap-
plication to the Highlands Chamber of  
Commerce/Visit Highlands, NC no later 
than 12 noon on Nov. 15. To apply and 
for more information, email events@high-
landschamber.org or call 828-526-5841. 

Lighting of  the Menorah – Weds., 
Dec. 25, 5:30pm, Kelsey-Hutchinson 

Founders Park
Hanukkah is an eight-day winter fes-

tival of  lights, celebrated to mark the tri-
umph of  light over darkness. One candle 
of  the giant menorah will be lit on the first 
night of  Hanukkah and an additional can-
dle each successive night. This will be done 
until the eighth night when the Menorah is 
fully illuminated. 

For more information about the Holi-
days in Highlands, call the Highlands, NC 
Welcome Center at 828-526-2112 or visit 
www.visithighlandsnc.com.

•Highlands Events•
hot chocolate are available for purchase.

Sat., Nov. 23
• At The Bascom, Holiday Market Re-

ception 2-4p. Free.
• At PAC, Darren Nicholson Band with 

special guest Kristin Scott Benson at 7:30p. 
For tickets, (828) 526-9047.

Tues., Nov. 26
• Community Thanksgiving Dinner at 

the Highlands Civic Center/Rec Park at 6 
p.m.

Fri., Nov. 29
• At The Bascom, Gingerbread House 

Workshop. Register at TheBascom.org.
• At PAC, Mark O’Connor’s An Appala-

chian Christmas Featuring Maggie O’Connor 
at 7:30p. For tickets, (828) 526-9047.

Sat., Nov. 30
• Light Up the Park – 6-8pm in Kelsey-

Hutchinson Founders Park. Live music and 
carols led by the Foxfire Boys, a display of 
children’s artwork and a reading of the 

Christmas story. Then, Santa arrives atop a 
firetruck to usher in the lighting of the park 
and Main Street. Ice skating and photo-op 
fun. 

Fri., Dec. 6
• Join the Cashiers Historical Society 

for Holidays at the Historical Society on Fri-
day 4 to 7 pm, and experience a magical eve-
ning that captures the warmth and wonder 
of the season. Enjoy a candlelit tour of the 
historic Zachary-Tolbert House, beautifully 
decorated for the holidays, and step back in 
time to explore festive traditions unique to 
Southern Appalachia. In addition to the tour, 
enjoy live holiday music, Christmas crafts, 
seasonal treats, and a cozy fireside gathering, 
where visitors of all ages can make s’mores 
and raise a cup of holiday cheer. Tickets are 
available on the Cashiers Historical Society 
website: $30 for adults, $10 for children ages 
6-12, and free for children under 5. Deck the 
halls and experience the timeless magic of 
an Appalachian Christmas at the Cashiers 
Historical Society.

Sat., Dec. 7-24
• Santa in the K-H Founders Park for 

pictures.
Sat., Dec. 7
• Highlands Christmas Parade 10am–

12pm along Main Street.

• At The Bascom after the parade, Holi-
day Market Reception, hot chocolate, music 
and festive treats. Free.

Sat., Dec. 14
• At The Bascom, photos with Santa 

2-4 p.m. Hot chocolate and festive treats.
• At Rabun Gap Nacoochee School, 

Lux Nativitas” a beautiful new tradi-
tion that brings the nativity story to life. 
Through Scripture readings, classic Christ-
mas music, and mesmerizing performances 
in dance and circus arts, Lux Nativitas 
walks us through the Gospel account of 
Christ’s birth, celebrating the light and joy 
of the season. Performanceis at 7 PM in 
the Rearden Theater at RGNS. Tickets are 
available at rabungap.org/tickets

Tues., Dec. 17
• At Rabun Gap Nacoochee School, 

Lux Nativitas” a beautiful new tradi-
tion that brings the nativity story to life. 
Through Scripture readings, classic Christ-
mas music, and mesmerizing performances 
in dance and circus arts, Lux Nativitas 
walks us through the Gospel account of 
Christ’s birth, celebrating the light and joy 
of the season. Performance is at 7 PM in 
the Rearden Theater at RGNS. Tickets are 
available at rabungap.org/tickets

• 

Join us as we honor the remarkable Mary Adair Trumbly for her 14 years of dedication, 

vision, and passion at the �ighlands Performing Arts Center. As she steps into her next act 

of retirement, let's come together to celebrate her incredible contributions and career! 

{;njoy an afternoon filled with refreshments, heartfelt stories, laughter, and great company. 

Sunday, November 17, 2:30 - 4:00 PM 

fiighlands Performing Arts Center 
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Upstairs and Across the 
Walkway at Falls on Main,Highlands

Owner/Stylist: 
Lacy Jane Villardo

Stylists: 
Heather Escandon

Maggie Barden 
Desiray Schmitt 
Lauren Buckely

Nail Tech: 
Jenna Schmitt

Hair • Nails • Waxing 
• Tanning 
• Facials 

Walk-ins Welcome!
Open at 9a Tues.-Sat.

828-526-3939

�E llFE 
�!� 

Hours: 9am-5pm 
Mon-Sat 

828-526-5999
wholelifehighlands@icloud.com 
LOCATED AT 680 M 'ITII ST, IIIGlllAMDS NEcm Organic smoothie/juice

bar located 
inside Whole 

a �.&.ID Life Market 

...OBITUARIES continued from page 7

Read Highlands Newspaper for free 
from everywhere ... 

on the street or on the web.
Go to www.highlandsinfo.com. 

Click on Local News. 

REJUVENAT 
LASER CENTER 

Fall in love with your skin this 
November with our ThreeforMe 
laser treatment at 20% off! 

December bring.g saving.g on all 
lnjectables. A Holiday gift: for you or 

someone on your Christmas list! 

Call today for more information. 

Highlands - 828-482-4430 
Franklin- 828-349-1280 

Carole Oxford was born 
on September 23, 1942, in 
Cuthbert, GA to Myrtle 
Greene and Curtis Dixon 
Oxford. She graduated from 
Terrell County High School 
and attended Stephens Col-
lege. 

She is survived by her 
sister, Kay Oxford Singletary, 
two daughters, Ivy Ullery 
Stubbs and Eve Jones (Phil), 
four grandchildren, Kevin 
Stubbs, Caroline Stubbs 
Hitchcock (Alex), Jacob 
Dugger and Benjamin Dug-
ger, great grandson, Henry 
Hitchcock, nephew Dick Lawson, and her 
precious canine companion, Little Bit. 

For 26 years, she enjoyed an impressive 
career in residential construction/develop-
ment and real estate in Dunwoody, Georgia. 
In 2003, after this great success, she relo-
cated to Highlands, NC, where she and her 
family had spent many wonderful seasons. 
As a part of  this new journey, she took a risk 
and founded Oxford Properties (real estate 

brokerage) and enjoyed 18 
years of  acclaimed success. 

From the moment of  
her arrival in Highlands, she 
felt a deep connection with 
the people and community. 
Her genuine interest and care 
of  her neighbors was evi-
dent with her service in and 
around the area. She wasn’t 
a famous athlete, politician, 
or musician, but she was ex-
traordinary, and the commu-
nity and world has lost a truly 
incredible woman. 

She was active in the 
Highlands Child Develop-

ment Center (Board Member), the High-
lands-Cashiers Hospital (Board Member), 
Rotary Club of  Highlands as a member and 
devoted time to fundraising activities and 
supported The Town of  Highlands Scholar-
ship Fund and The Cashiers Highlands Hu-
mane Society. 

A Celebration of  Life will be held Sun-
day November 24, 2024, 3p at First Bap-
tist Church-Highlands, officiated by Pastor 
Donnie Seagle. In lieu of  flowers, the family 
requests donations be directed to the Town 
of  Highlands Scholarship Fund and The Ca-
shiers Highlands Humane Society.

Online condolences can be left at www.
bryantgrantfuneralhome.com

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home & Crema-
tory is honored to serve the Oxford family. 

Carole Oxford

The Bascom Launches Its First-Ever 
Holiday Market with Festive Shopping and 
Creative Workshops in Highlands, NC

This holiday season, The Bascom an-
nounces the debut of  its first-ever Holiday 
Market, a festive shopping and creative 
experience in the heart of  Highlands. 
Running from November 2nd through 
December 28th, The Holiday Market will 
transform The Bascom’s retail space into a 
seasonal destination, showcasing a stunning 
collection of  handcrafted items from both 
local and regional artists. Visitors will find 
a unique selection of  artful gifts spanning 
ceramics, textiles, jewelry, woodworking, 
and more, featuring work by Frank Vick-
ery, Christine Smith, Olga King, Virginia 
Fisher, Jo Hill, Corbin Tucker, Eva Hoke, 
Highlands Bolivian Missions, Backyard 
Bees, Priscilla Galloway, Madison Minus, 
Gwen Greenglass, Anna Scarpa McCauley, 
members of  The Bascom Clay Studio, and 
more.

The Bascom’s Holiday Market is de-
signed to offer something for everyone, 
from thoughtful gifts for adults to playful 
items for children. Highlights include beau-
tiful ceramic pieces crafted by Bascom stu-
dio members and seasonal touches that will 
inspire holiday cheer throughout the event. 
Shoppers will also enjoy festive activities 
like photos with Santa, hot chocolate, and 
holiday sweets, making this a true celebra-
tion of  the season.

In addition to shopping, The Bas-
com will host a series of  holiday-themed 
workshops. From the beloved Gingerbread 
House Workshop to new creative experi-
ences for all ages, these workshops invite 
the community to come together, make art, 
and create lasting holiday memories.

Join The Bascom for its inaugural 
Holiday Market—an experience where you 
can shop, create, and celebrate the season 
like never before. The Holiday Market 
opens November 2nd and runs through 
December 28th.

The Bascom 
launches its 

first-ever Holiday 
Market with festive 

shopping and 
creative workshops

•Biz/Org News•
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•Biz/Org News•

322 Main Street, Highlands • 828-482-0818

Highlands Mercantile on MainHighlands Mercantile on Main

Fine goods for your family and home.
Books • Chocolates • Coffee • Guy Gifts • Home • Skincare

322 Main St Highlands NC

Presents an OBAGI Event
Wed., Nov. 20 10a to 3p

Consult with our Obagi representative 
to learn about the latest releases that will 

turn back the hands of time.
Book a facial using the newest 

Skintrinsic IOS systems.
Afterwards, have a make-up consult to 

complete your look.

Treatment charges will apply.
Call 828-482-1112 

to secure your appointment.
Space is limited.

From left: Ruth Claiborne, Cain Haley, Minnie Bob Campbell, Peggy Boruchow-Arnette,  Ann Flynn, Rachel Fraser, 
Elizabeth Rodgers, Kim Daughtery, and Glenda Bell

The Laurel Garden Club 
recently elected new officers for 
2025 and also accepted four new 
members this year. 

New members are Kim 
Daughtery, Mary Catherine 
Council, Cain Haley, and Mi-
chael Burel. Officers for 2025 
will be: Glenda Belll, President; 
Ruth Claiborne and Michael 
Burel,1st Vice Presidents; Peggy 
Boruchow-Arnette and Laura 
Ames, 2nd Vice Presidents; Ann 
Flynn and Kyle Roberts, Corre-

sponding Secretaries; Rachel Fra-
ser, Recording Secretary; and Min-
nie Bob Campbell and Elizabeth 
Rodgers, Treasurers.

The Laurel Garden Club is 
dedicated to aiding the protection 
and conservation of  our natu-
ral resources, encouraging civic 
beauty and roadside beautifica-
tion, stimulating the fine art of  
gardening, and cooperating with 
other organizations furthering the 
interest of  horticulture and con-
servation. 

As of  2024, the Club has 
given back to the community a 
total of  $240,702 in grant awards 
to non-profit organizations to fur-
ther their goals. 

A new grant year will begin in 
January 2025 and applications will 
be available at that time. Please 
watch for notifications of  the new 
grant cycle.

New officers for a new year
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• See SPIRITUALLY page 19

 • Places to Worship •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315

Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30; Worship 10:30
CHAPEL OF THE SKY

Sky Valley. GA • 706-746-2999 
Sundays: 10 a.m. Worship; Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 

CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 
The Rev’d Dr. Michael Matlock, Rector

464 U.S. Hwy. 64E, Cashiers, NC 
CAC@christanglicancashiers.org • 828-743-1701

Sunday: 9a Fellowship; 9:30a Adult Christian Ed; 10:30a 
Holy Eucharist Wed: 6p Bible Study and Prayer

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470 www.cashiers.church
Sun. S.S 9:30a,10:45a; Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals 10am.; 

Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am

Wed.: Youth 5:30-7pm; Women’s Bible Study: Mon. 4:30pm, Tues. 
10am; Men’s Bible Study: Wed. & Thurs. 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY

706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org

Sunday: Rite I, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite II with Choir 10:30 
am in Sanctuary, Wed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, 

Morning Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Women’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Emily Wilmarth, pastor, Kelley Connelly Asso. Pastor
828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org

Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.
Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m. Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH

Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376

In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
 909a Bluegrass and 11a Traditional

 www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdrof

Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

Franklin • 828-634-1312 • mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: 1st Fri. and 3rd Sat.; Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur. 

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church. 4224 Big Ridge 
(4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Youth Group 6 p.m.; Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418

Tues. - 9:30am; Thurs. - 9:30am; Sat. 4pm; Sun. - 11am 
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon; Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a 
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD

1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood
Sunday Rites-Holy Eucharist 9 & 11 am; Coffee Hour 

following 11 am Service
Bazaar Barn is open Friday & Saturday 10a-2p

www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com 
Our Bazaar Barn is open Thurs. - Sat. 10a -2p.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers •828-743-2122
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

Spiritually Speaking 

Pastor Dan Robinson
Highlands Central Baptist 
Church

The timing was remarkable as well as overwhelmingly 
obvious. It seems that in one moment the television 
political ads ended and in the next moment we were 

inundated with Christmas advertisements. Timing.
National and state-wide elections, setting our clocks 

back one hour and Veteran’s Day have consumed our No-
vember calendars. And all of  that before the month was 
barely one third over! And then there’s Thanksgiving, only 
some two weeks away. Timing.

Someone has said that the three most important words 
in real estate are Location! Location! Location!

If  we were to nominate the three most important 
words in Scripture, then those words might be Timing! Tim-
ing! Timing!

The Bible says, But when the fulness of  time was come, 
God sent forth His Son, made of  a woman, and made un-
der the law to redeem them that were under the law, that we 
might receive the adoption of  sons. (Galatians 4:4-5 KJV). 

Or we could say that Jesus Christ came to the earth in 
the form of  a little baby some two thousand years ago for 
the purpose of  showing the human race the way to know 
God through His death, burial and resurrection in order 
that those who follow Him could and would become the 
adopted sons and daughters of  God.

Jesus Christ came to the earth right on time. But then 
He left. But not for good. 

The next thing on Heaven’s calendar is the Lord’s re-
turn to the earth. And that will happen right on time.

I don’t know of  anyone, anytime or anywhere who has 
denied that Jesus Christ lived on the earth. His Messiahship 
has been denied. His claims to be the Son of  God have been 
denied. But the figure and person of  a man named Jesus 
Christ have been acknowledged as a fact of  history. 

The question then is a simple one, namely, since He 
came the first time in fulfillment of  Scripture am I ready for 
His return which is also promised in Scripture? 

There are some predictable responses to that question:
• Some will scoff  and regard the whole thing as non-

sense. In the last days scoffers will come. They will say, 
“Where is this coming He promised?” (2 Peter 3:3-4).

• Some will try and cram in all the living they can. As it 
was in the days of  Noah, so it will be at the coming of  the 
Son of  Man. For in the days before the flood, people were 
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to 
the day Noah entered the ark (Matthew 24:37-38).

• Some will do nothing. Let us eat and drink, for to-
morrow we die (I Corinthians 15:32).

• Some will be prepared, waiting and ready. Therefore 
keep watch, because you do not know on what day your 
Lord will come (Matthew 24:42).

Timing.
Most of  us are preparing for Thanksgiving and Christ-

It’s all about 
timing
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•Police & Fire Reports•
Highlands Police entries from 

Nov. 5. Only the names of persons 
arrested, issued a summons/cita-
tion, issued a Class-3 misdemean-
or or those of public officials have 
been used. 

Nov. 5
• At 6 p.m., officers responded to a 

2-vehicle accident at US 64 west (Frank-
lin Road) and Holt Knob Road.

Nov. 9
• At 8:15 p.m., officers responded 

to a one-vehicle accident on NC 106 
(Georgia Road).

The Highlands Fire & Rescue 
log from Oct. 26.

Nov. 5
• At 8:49 a.m., the dept. provided 

public assistance on US 64 east (Cashiers 
Road).

• At 11:58 a.m., the dept. respond-
ed to a fire alarm at a location on Oak 
Street.

• At 6 p.m., the dept. responded to 
a motor vehicle accident on US 64 west 
(Franklin Road).

Nov. 6
• At 10:33 a.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a location on Pierson 
Drive.

• At 9:34 p.m., the dept. provided 
mutual aid to the Cashiers FD.

Nov. 7
• At 12:05 p.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on Morewood 

Road.
• At 4 p.m., the dept. provided public 

assistance at a residence on Morewood 
Road.

Nov. 8
• At 12:14 p.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a location on N. 4th Street.
Nov. 9
• At 11:37 p.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on Cullasaja 
Drive.

Nov. 10
• At 7:22 a.m., the dept. responded to 

a fire at a residence on Pearl Drive.
• At 2:48 p.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on Holt Knob.
• At 10:49 p.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on Honeysuckle 
Lane.

Nov. 11
• At 8:25 a.m., the dept. provided pub-

lic assistance at a residence on Big Bear 
Pen.

• At 9:45 a.m., the dept. provided 
public assistance at a location on Spruce 
Street.

• At 8:35 p.m., the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on Pinewood 
Lane.

 NOTE:
“Public Assistance” responses can 

mean various things: keys locked in ve-
hicles, batteries in a smoke detector and 
more.

...OFFICER continued from page 1

...SPIRITUALLY continued from page 18

THURSDAY 
NOVEMBER 14

6:30-8:30 PM
Highlands Community Building

869 N. 4th Street (next to the ball field)

BINGO NIGHT
Presenting

Sponsor & Host
Pat Allen

Questions? Contact Bob Baxter
at (404) 713-7864 or
rbax47@gmail.com

FOOD AND DRINK WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE

FREE ADMISSION
BRING CASH

THE LONG ROAD HOME...
WNC HURRICANE RELIEF

COST: $15 FOR 15 GAMES
RAFFLE TICKETS: $5 EACH OR $20 FOR 5

TABLE
SPONSORSHIPS
AVAILABLE FOR

$200!

Bingo is sponsored by the Rotary Club of Highlands and is licensed by the state of North Carolina.

Bobby Henry
Highlands Code 

Enforcement Officer

qualified for the position and 
was already on the job.

At the October Planning 
Board meeting, Henry sat at 
the table alongside Planning 
Director Michael Mathis to 
hear the cases on the agenda; 
Mathis agreed with Ward 
about Henry’s capabilities.

Mathis said as Code En-
forcement Officer, Henry will 
be monitoring what’s outlined 
in the Unified Development 
Ordinance mostly regarding 
land use – erosion control, 
building codes, setbacks, sign 
violations and more.

In addition, he will be working with 
the Planning Department monitoring com-
plaints and issues that come through the 
24/7 STR hotline.

“During the week he will be work-

ing with department on those 
things, and in the evenings and 
on the weekends those issues 
will likely be handled by the 
police department as they are 
now,” he said.

So, who is Bobby Henry 
and how qualified is he?

Henry has worked with 
Cullasaja Gorge Fire & Rescue 
since 1998, serving as a volun-
teer, career firefighter, Lieuten-
ant, Captain, and Chief.

In addition he has previ-
ously worked for Macon Coun-
ty Planning, Permitting, and 

Development as a Fire Inspector, Building 
Inspector, and Code Enforcement Officer.

Throughout his career, he’s obtained 
quite a few certifications and licenses, which 
include Building Inspector, Level I; Fire In-
spector, Level II; Plumbing Inspector, Level 

I; Electrical Inspector, Level I; Mechani-
cal Inspector, Level I; Hazardous Materi-
als Certification, Level I; IFSAC Technical 
Rescuer: General, AG, Confined Space, 
Structural Collapse, Trench, Vehicle, Water; 
NCOEMS EMT; IFSAC Firefighter, Level 
I, II (NC); FEMA NIMS, 100, 200, 300, 
700, 800; IFSAC General Instructor; IFSAC 
RIT Crew; IFSAC Driver Operator Pumps; 
SSI Advance Open Water Diver; and IFSAC 
Fire Officer II.

Henry lives in the Ellijay community, 
which allows him to work in Highlands, 
continue as a volunteer firefighter, and serve 
as the Chief  for Cullasaja Gorge Fire & 
Rescue, which boasts 39 volunteers and two 
full-time employees. 

“I’m thrilled to have the opportunity to 
work with the Town of  Highlands and con-
tribute to such an incredible community,” he 
said.

As to business, the two preliminary 
and final subdivision plats for development 
on Holt Circle were OK’d unanimously by 
the Planning Board.

The first was a 2.27-acre plat in the R1 
district that will be subdivided into two lots 
– Tract 1 will be 1.14 acres, and Tract 2 will 
be 1.13 acres. Macon County approved the 
septic permit, and the town is discussing 
getting electricity to the property.

The second subdivision, also on Holt 
Circle, is the 5.42-acre Woodruff  property 
zoned R1 which is being subdivided into 
two lots – 1.57acres and the other 3.85 
acres.

The county has signed off  on the sep-
tic permit and electricity is already available 
to the parcel.

Specific details regarding housing and 
placement on the lots in both cases, was not 
available at the time of  the meeting. 

mas. These holidays have been on our calen-
dars since the day we were born. 

So it is with His return to the earth. 
That date has been on His calendar since 
before we were born.

Make sure you’re ready, OK? No one 
knows you better and no one loves you 
more than Jesus Christ. You can give your 

life to Him right now through a simple 
prayer which may go something like this; 
Lord Jesus, I am a sinner. I now repent of  
my sins and ask you to forgive me. I ask you 
to help me live the rest of  my life for you.

Timing.
There’s no better time than now to 

pray that prayer.
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Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 log cabins nestled in 
the hemlocks 

on 25 acres at the base 
of Whiteside 
Mountain.

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Paul Corbin
Owner

A&O LANDSCAPING SERVICES, LLC

828-371-2240
pcorbin1631@aol.com

2460 Cashiers Road • Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com

Kiln dried 
FIREWOODFIREWOOD
Delivery or pickup

Quality Tree Care & Removal 18+ years

Fully Insured828-200-9217

estimates@mendozatree.com
mendozatreeservices.com

HIGHLANDS CHURCH
9a Sunday mornings

LIVE STREAM: Andy Stanley

Following Jesus makes your life better,
And makes you better at life!

For details, text Bee at 404-307-1415

Buck Creek Rd - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Road near the hospital

CHESTNUT STORAGE
Storage Units Available
Secure 24-Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045 Look for our sign!

Crane 
Rentals 
Available

• • •

Kim’s Compassionate Care
Skilled Hands & A Warm Heart

Kimberly Ferrell
Certified Nursing Assistant/Caregiver

CPR Certified
30+ years experience
References Available

828-347-2542

LISA THOMPSON
DOG SITTING

• daily drop-in visits
• overnight & extended 

stays
• dog walking

 828.424.4637

Align Therapeutic, PLLC 
Mental Health Therapy and Support Services 

Nicole Dilbeck, LCMHCA nicole@aligntherapywnc.com www.aligntherapywnc.com 828-526-6370Locations in Franklin and Highlands, NC 
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•Classifieds•

► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Off ce: 828-526-8784 

ryan.bears@allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP  
HHIIGGHHLLAANNDDS & CS & CAASHSHIIEERRS NS NCC

Al  Stoneham
Realtor-Broker 

Luxury Home Specialist 
Licensed in NC & GA

Cell: 828-332-9767
al.stoneham@allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP  
HIHIGGHLHLAANNDSDS//SSCCAALLYY M MOOUUNNTTAAIINN//CCAASSHIHIEERRSS

LOST
LOOKING FOR THE RIGHTFUL OWNER of 

a canoe that was left at Mirror Lake bridge. If you are 
missing an Old Town canoe, please call 205-577-6630. (st. 
11/7)

FOR SALE
PETS FOR SALE – Shih Poo Puppies. All shots. 

Call 706-970-1558. (st. 11/7)
LAND FOR SALE - 3 tracts, 7.5 miles south of 

Highlands, 8.64 acres with spring, by far the best view 
in the area at $200,000; 6.12 acres with spring (already 
subdivided into 2, 3-acre lots) $140,000; 3.99 acres with 
southern exposure, $70,000. 828-974-1137. (11/28)

SEASONED FIREWOOD - Any size load. call 
828-342-6806. (st. 1/25)

TINY HOME LOTS FOR SALE. $55k-$85k ea. 
Each lot comes with water, power, and sewer run to each 
lot. www.TinyMountainEstates.com for more info. (st. 
11/22/24)

RV SITE - class A only - in Wildflower Creek RV Re-
sort. Just minutes from Highlands and Sky Valley. Full hook-
up, concrete pad, landscaped and storage shed. $195,000. 
For more info call 828-421-1709 or email bobnnancync@
gmail.com. (st. 1/25)

FOR RENT
WORKFORCE HOUSING - 2 bedroom/2 bath 

and 3 bedroom/2 bath with between Highlands & Ca-
shiers. Includes hi-speed internet, water, & washer/dryer. 
No dogs. Inquires, Marcy (706) 982-0444 or (828)-482-
4239, (st. 5/2/24)

HELP WANTED

CHURCH ORGANIST. LAKE TOXAWAY 
UMC, worshiping in a historic 100+ year old Gothic-
Revival building, seeks a talented organist to help lead its 
10am Sunday services. New 2 Manual Allen Digital or-
gan and Roland electric piano. No choir/rehearsals. Three 
hymns, offertory, plus pre and postludes. Please inquire to 
administrator@laketoxawayumc.org. (11/14)

SERVICES 
HOME MAID CLEANING SERVICE LLC: 

Quality work, insured & experienced. Servicing Highlands 
for over 10 years. For a free estimate call, (828) 371-1702. 
Check out our website at www.homemaidcleaningservi-
cenc.com (11/21)

CAREGIVER/SITTER with 40 years experience 
available for part-time personal care, errands, transporta-
tion, meals, etc. Highlands full-time resident. Robert Doe 
828.399.0262. (st. 8/29)

MURPHY’S PAINT CO. - interior/exterior paint-
ing/sheetrock repair/wallpaper removal/log homes/decks. 
Insured. Free estimates. 828-332-0525 or 828-421-8600. 
(12/26)

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR ANYTHING 
HAULED AWAY? Call or text James of Going Gone at 
828-421-2655. (3/28)

ANYTHING GOES CLEAN-UP SERVICE 
Complete property cleanup - house, garage, property, etc. 
Call at 828-200-2855. (st. 9/28)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN VINSON: 
scanning photos, slides & negatives to CD or DVD for 
easier viewing. Video transfer to DVD. Everything done 
in house. Leave message at 828-526-5208.

• See HOUSING page 22

Business Card Ads
$22 for BW
$27 for color

Classified Ads
$10 for 10 words. 30 cents for 

each additional word.
$2 for color highlight

...HOUSING continued from page 11

regulations – changing minimum acreage lot sizes in the R1 
and R2 zones to something less, allowing multi-family units 
in more than the R3 and business districts, etc.

Allowing developers outside the town limits to hook 
on to town water and sewer might entice workforce housing 
development, is another idea, but such requests have been 
shot down in the past.

Outside the town limits in the county, anything is pos-
sible.

Bowen listed several housing strategies that could be 
used as a guide by town and county governments, stake-
holders, developers and residents to help them make in-
formed housing decisions.
Set Realistic/Attainable Short-Term Housing Goals, 
Outline Long-Term Objectives and Monitor Progress

Using the housing needs estimates and recommenda-

tions provided in this report as a guide, the county could 
set realistic short-term (two to three years) housing devel-
opment goals along with long-term (five years or longer) 
objectives to support housing. Short-term goals could fo-
cuson establishing an Action Plan that outlines priorities, 
such as broad housing policies, initiatives, and incentives 
that support the preservation and development of  residen-
tial units

Consider Implementing/Modifying Policies to En-
courage or Support the Development of  New Hous-

ing and the Preservation of  Existing Housing
One ofthe key findings from this report is that there is 

limited availability among the existing housing stock in the 
county and limited residential development currently in the 
development pipeline. Local governments could consider 
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THE 
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Highlands • Cashiers • Atlanta

828.200.3050 
bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net

...HOUSING continued from page 21

supporting housing policies such 
as expanding residential density 
to allow for more units, modify-
ing unit size requirements (allow-
ing for smaller units), supporting 
or leveraging developer incentives 
(e.g., Qualified Opportunity Zones, 
TIF districts, tax abatements, etc.), 
waiving/deferring/lowering gov-
ernment fees, and exploring other 
measures specifically targeted to 
the types of  housing.
Explore Efforts to Encourage 
the Development of  Senior-
Oriented Housing to Enable 

Seniors to Transition into More 
Maintenance-Free Housing

Macon County has a large and 
growing base of  seniors. There are 
no non-subsidized age-restricted 
rental properties in the county 
as the one senior property in the 
market operates under the HUD 
Section 8 and 202 programs. As a 
result, seniors in the county who 
wish to downsize into smaller, 
more maintenance-free indepen-
dent rental housing will have dif-
ficulty finding housing that meets 
their needs, allowing them to age in 
place. It is recommended that the 
development of  senior-oriented 
housing be supported, with pos-
sible incentives to encourage such 
development. This pertains to tra-
ditional senior rental product (e.g., 
independent living) as lower oc-
cupancy rates among senior care 
facilities, particularly nursing care, 
demonstrate limited demand for 
such product in the county at this 
time.

Formulate Education and 
Outreach Campaign to Help 
Support Housing Initiatives

Based on stakeholder re-
sponses, community collaboration 
and educating the public on the im-
portance of  and need for housing 

should be areas of  focus in Macon 
County. Using both existing and 
newly created housing education 
initiatives, local stakeholders could 
develop an overarching educa-
tion program with a more unified 
objective that ultimately supports 
local housing efforts. The pro-
gram could, for example, include 
educating landlords on the Hous-
ing Choice Voucher program, 
informing potential homebuyers 
about homebuying requirements 
and assistance (credit repair, down 
payments, etc.), and advising exist-
ing homeowners on home repair 
assistance. 

Explore and Encourage 
Development Partnerships 

Government entities within 
the county and town may want to 
establish formal relationships with 
other entities to support housing 
development efforts. This may in-
clude relationships with nonprofit 
groups (e.g., Community Action 
Agency, Habitat for Humanity, 
etc.) local businesses and private 
sector developers. The involve-
ment of  the Macon County Hous-
ing Department and/or the coun-
cil of  government serving Macon 
County (Southwestern North 
Carolina Planning and Economic 
Development Commission) could 
also contribute to future housing 
development opportunities within 
the county. The consolidation of  
the public and private sectors for 
certain housing initiatives can lead 
to improved efficiencies, larger 
financial capacities, and more co-
hesive residential development ef-
forts. 
Market Macon County’s Hous-
ing Needs and Opportunities 
to Potential Residential Devel-
opment Partners and Develop 

a Centralized  

Housing Resource Center
Using a variety of  sources, 

the county should attempt to 
identify and market itself  to the 
residential developers (both for-
profit and nonprofit), real es-
tate investors, housing advocacy 
groups and others active in the 
region. Identification could be 
through trade associations, pub-
lished lists of  developers, real es-
tate agents or brokers, and other 
real estate entities in the region. 
Marketing of  the county through 
trade publications, direct solicita-
tion or public venues (e.g., hous-
ing and economic conferences) 
should be considered. The devel-
opment of  an online residential 
resource center (website) should 
be considered that includes or 
directs people to development 
and housing resources such as: 
Potential Residential Sites, Local 
Housing Assistance Programs, 
Building & Zoning Regulations, 
Local Housing Supply Data, 
Development Incentives, Gov-
ernment & Advocate Contacts, 
Demographic & Economic Data, 
Infrastructure & Public Works 
Information.

The information presented 
to both the county and town was 
accepted as as “food for thought” 
for now.

Highlands Chamber of  
Commerce President Kaye 
McHan said they are working on 
additional plans to make work-
force housing and perhaps some 
of  the suggestions a reality – at 
least in the Highlands and Flats 
areas.

“We will do follow-up pre-
sentations with those ideas,” she 
said. “We are hoping to get the 
Town Board and the Planning 
Board involved.”
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chambers R.ealt_y
& 

Vacation Rentals 

Highlands is calling 

Sales, Vacation Rentals, 
and Property Management 

Since 1941 

401 N. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com

info@highlandsiscalling.com
 https://www.facebook.com/CRVRHighlandsiscalling/
 https://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals

 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

11

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

33

11

40
2

2

2 1

12

10

5

6
78

4
13

9

13

K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

3

Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

Darlene  Conley
Mountain Luxury

Your Dream. Your Journey. YOU’RE 
HOME!

Dedicated to finding the home you’ve 
always wanted.

Cell: 404-427-2448
darlene.conley@ allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//  
PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522

www.highlandsproperties.com

Wei chert. 
REALTORS 

Highlands Properties 

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 2”

Trusted advisors 
providing impeccable 
personalized service

ALLEN TATE REALTORS/PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUPALLEN TATE REALTORS/PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP
(404) 219-1349 (404) 219-1349 •• HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC

HATHAWAY 
BERKSHIRE 

I REALTY 
MEADOWS MOUNTAIN 

HOMESEAVICES 

MITZI RAUERS 
Broker / Luxury Collection 
Specialist 
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA
Cell: 828-787-1895 
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com 

Highlands Office | 210 N. 5th Street

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

Far from the 
maddening crowd.

Only 15 minutes to 
Highlands, this  

custom built  
family legacy home 
has “forever” views,  

3 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 
office, 2 living rooms, 

wet bar.

Offered for 
$1,750,000

2514 Buck Knob Road
Scaly Mountain



Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

8

9

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

Open Year-Round • 6 days a week
343-D Main Street • 526-4035

Open 
7 days 

Lunch & 
Dinner

11a-3:30p 
&

5:30-9p

8

www.wildthymegourmet.com

Wed. through Sun.

Bistro opens at 4p
Dinner begins at 5:30p 

Taste the difference, Always fresh.

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

42 Years of Fine Dining
Open 
5:30-9p 
7 Days 
a week

 Deborah “Bee” Gleeson 
404.307.1415 

BeeGlee4@Gmail.com 
and

Pat Gleeson
828.782.0472 

PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.com

JULIE OSBORN 
& PAT ALLEN

MORE THAN 33 YEARS OF
EXEMPLARY SERVICE ON THE PLATEAU

VOTED AMERICA’S BEST

828.200.6165 | 828.200.9179
julie.osborn@allentate.com
pat.allen@allentate.com

Our clients rate us 5 out of 5

 5

HIGHLANDS OFf'ICE 

Cell: 828-506-0173 
Office: 828-526-4663 
debby@landmarkrg.com 


