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HF&W Festival is set for this weekend

Tickets benefitting North Carolina disaster relief efforts are still available

Preparations for the 8th an-
nual Highlands Food & Wine
festival scheduled for Thursday,
Nov. 7 through Sunday, Nov. 10
are underway. This year all ticket

Jim Breedlove

prices include a charitable dona-
tion ranging from $25-§125 (+
taxes and fees) plus an additional
opportunity to support local and
regional organizations aiding those

Kevin Cotbin

impacted by Hurricane Helene.
New this year, $125 from
each ticket sold to Sundays A
Shot at Redemption: Support All
* See HF&W page 7

Karl Gillespie

Trump and Vance win; NC goes red

By Kiristin Fox

Actross the nation, state and
county voters turned out strong
for the 2024 presidential election.
In Macon County 74.65 percent
of registered voters showed up to
vote in this year’s election. A re-
cord 21,905 voters out of 29,418
registered voters voted in Macon
County’s 15 precincts.

North Carolina and Macon
County also experienced a record
turnout for eatly voting. More
than 4.2 million North Carolin-
ians voted during the eatly voting
period. There are 7,822,024 reg-
istered voters in North Carolina.

Macon County experienced a
record turnout with 16,171 voters
voting during eatly voting, These
voters represent 7,531 Republi-
cans, 2,682 Democrats and 5,873
Independent.

While most candidates on
the Macon County ballot ran un-
opposed, Macon County had one
important competitive election
on the ballot -- the Macon County
Board of Education District 4 at
large seat. Local voters had three
candidates to consider for the seat
— incumbent Jim Breedlove, Dan-
ny Reitmeier and John deVille.

With over 44 percent of the

vote, incumbent Jim Breedlove
was re-elected to the school board
adding another term to the 16
years he has already served on the
board. Breedlove, who has served
many years as the chairman of
the board, received 7,771 votes
to Reitmeier’s 5,937 votes (33.75
percent) and deVille’s 3,801 votes
(21.6 percent).

On the Macon County ballot,
voters also had the opportunity
to vote on a sales tax referendum
for funding for public education.
Over 51 percent (10,213 votes)
of Macon County voted against

* See TRUMP page 7
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Callers allege bear hunters
were within the town limits

On October 29, several
residents reported seeing trucks
containing dog boxes passing
through Mirror Lake and Hickory
Hill Roads. According to reports,
individuals could hear packs of
dogs barking in the area. One
resident reported seeing a pack of
dogs chasing a black bear down
Hickory Hill Road. According to
the report, a gunshot was alleg-
edly heard shortly after.

According to Captain Leah
McCall, “If dogs chase a bear

into the city limits, hunters can
legally retrieve them on city
streets. However, hunters must
ask landowners’ permission to
recover dogs on private prop-
erty,” said Captain Leah McCall.
“Sec. 9-28 of Highlands Town
Otrdinances, the discharge of a
weapon within the city limits is
not allowed except ‘in defense of
a person or property, to destroy
any rabid or marauding animal.
It is also against town ordinance

* See BEAR page 19

Local runner completes

NYC Marathon: Raises $5k
for charity

Jack Chilson, 21, Highlands
resident In his junior year at the
University of St. Andrews in
Scotland, completed the TCS
NYC Marathon this past Sunday.
He ran as part of the Qualitas of
Life Foundation, raising money
to support financial education
for Hispanic individuals and their
families. He has raised $4,300 of

his $5,000 goal. To support this
life changing work and to help
Jack reach his goal, you can con-
tribute at  https://fundraisets.
hakuapp.com/jack-chilson .

This marathon was particu-
larly challenging because Jack
was coming off of an abductor
injury which necessitated rest

* See MARATHON pagel 6

Highlands
Sotheby’s

INTERMATIOMAL REALTY

Make us your first choice
and we'll make certain
we are your only choice.

114 N. 4th Street | (828) 526.8300 « 1371 Cullasaja Club Drive | (828) 5264104

McCULLEY’S

The largest selection of
Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...on the hill
* 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week

242 S. 4th St.

www.mcculleys.com
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«MAYOR ON DUTYe

The Highlands utility story - Part 1

s mayor I get recurring
advice as to what the
town should do, espe-

cially about operating our utili-
ties. I respond to many of these
ideas over and over again, but
these ideas just don’t go away.
I guess it is a form of public
brainstorming, which is part of
the creative process. This article
is one of a two-part series where
I will address some of these
ideas.

Let me review a number of
these proposals and affirm that the town
has reviewed and has decided against do-
ing them. On the positive side let me state
what the town will, or already has done, in
a particular area.

One idea that never goes away is that
if the town restarted the old hydroelectric
plant, many of our electrical problems,
like power outages, would be solved. The
resumption of the power plant has been
studied and reviewed several times with
the same outcome: it isn’t cost-effective or
even possible.

The old power plant, built in 1929,
could produce 1 megawatt of power on an
optimum day. Highlands requires about 15
megawatts or more per day and, in the fu-

Highlands Newspaper
www.highlandsinfo.com

Phone: (828) 200-1371
Email:

HighlandsEditor@aol.com
Publisher/Editor: Kim Lewicki
Reporters: Brittney Lofthouse

Brian O’Shea
Digital Media/Circulation - Jim Lewicki
Locally owned and operated by
Kim & Jim Lewicki
Adobe PDF version at
www,HighlandsInfo.com
265 Oak St. PO Box 2703
Highlands, N,C 28741
All Rights Reserved. No articles,
photos, illustrations, advertisements or
design elements may be used without
permission from the publisher.
Letter Policy:
There is a 500-word limit.We reserve the
right to reject or edit letters-to-the-editor.
No anonymous letters will be accepted,
Views expressed are not necessarily those
of Highlands Newspaper.

Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor

ture, even more.

The nail in the coffin of re-
storing the old power plant below
L lake Sequoyah is that the town
no longer owns the power plant.

In 1929, the US Forest Ser-
vice gave Highlands a special
use permit to build and operate
the plant. That permit ended in
the 1960s when the town ceased
powet-generating ~ opetations.
The old plant is on US Forest
Service land and is now their
property. We have no title, and
getting a new special use permit isn’t fea-
sible. It is also of note that after 60 yeats,
the only thing left of the power plant are
stone walls.

So, the town will not get back into the
hydro-generating business. But to improve
the electric grid and create power supply re-
dundancy, the town will invest about 4 mil-
lion dollars in the next four years. This yeat,
a new third transmission feed line from
Duke Energy should be in place.

Another recurring suggestion is to
bury all electrical lines for aesthetic pur-
poses and secure electricity in major storms,
like in the State of Florida. According to
the Asheville Watchdog, Duke Energy and
the North Carolina Utilities Commission
jointly conducted a feasibility study in 2003
about burying main transmission lines in
WNC. Estimates way back then indicated it
would be a 41-billion-dollar project involv-
ing 1,500 workers and taking 25 years. The
kicker is that the substations could not be
butied and may not have survived a storm
like Helene. Power could still have been lost
with even buried lines in major storms. With
huge rock formations, the costs of burying
lines in Highlands would be staggering. Un-
like Florida, which sits on sandy dirt and
easily buries power lines, ours cannot be.

There was one outrageous customer
immediately after the storm angry at me
and the town about not restoring power
immediately like he perceived Duke En-
ergy had done in Cashiers. The main trans-
mission line to Cashiers from the Thorpe
Power Plant remained intact. The Duke
transmission line to Highlands was not so
fortunate. This person called Town Hall to
complain to the staff while they were in the
midst of dealing with all the storm issues.
This person told them the town was incom-
* See MAYOR page 10

e SNAPSHOT®
Yo SRR i Don't

o forget to

{ stop and

look both

ways!

Do you have a heartfelt,
[funny, interesting, or bean-
tiful photo you wonld like
to share in our new “Shap-
Shot” section? Email it

to highlandseditor@aol.
com or text it to 828-
200-1371, with a brief
description and a nanze.
No anonymous photos will
be accepted.

L

Photo by Kim Lewicki

- WEATHER .

Thu, 7-Nov Fri, 8-Nov Sat, 9-Nov Sun, 10-Nov
\ ' /
70°F ® 72°F 68°F 58°F
/)1 53°F N I < 49°F 46°F 53°F

A brief shower or two | Partly sunny and warm Mild with periods of sun Times of clouds and sun

RealFeel®
High 69° Low: 61°

RealFeel®
High 72° Low 52°

RealFeel®
High 69° Low 49°

RealFeel®
High 60° Low: 46°

For Real-time Weather and the Extended Forecast,
go to www.highlandsinfo.com and click on Weather

T e O 99 A
HIGHLANDER

ROOFING SERVICES .

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt * Cedar » Metal * Synthetic Materials

Showroom: 1511 Highlands Rd ¢ Franklin ¢ O: 828-524-7773
info@highlandernc.com * www.highlandernc.com
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Thanks to Bryson family, Scholarship Golf Tournament nets $50,000

School.
The committee made up of Town
Commissioner and Chairman,

This year’s Town of Highlands Scholarship Golf Tournament generated a record
$50,000 for the Town’s Scholarshlp Fund, that supports gLaduates of the Highlands

Rebecca Shuler presented Mayor Pat-
rick Taylor with a check totaling $50,000.
Also photographed is Assistant Principal,
Alyssa DeBois, representing the Highlands
School.

For the first time, the Scholarship
Fund endowment now exceeds $1,000,000.

“We couldn’t be prouder of the re-

POST AND BEAM... WORK OF ART
4 bedrooms, 3 baths. Private gate, 4.56 Acres
Lake, walking trails, pet friendly
MLS # 106188 Offered for $2,395,000

ighiands | Sothebys

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742
AndreaGabbard @gmail.com

"'] 7 Dyepe

Written by
Jones
Hope
Wooten

IPPING
SO(JIFTV

November 1-3
and
November 7-10

Directed by
Ron Leslie

Nightly @ 7:30 pm <
Sunday Matinees @ 2 pm A

'/a 2 o0 Producfion Manager

P i
CABARET SEATING $35 o S B T Cathy Myers

Qope WookLe

Highlands Perfarming Arts Center, 507 Chestnut Street, Highlands, NC
For tickets: www.highlandscashiersplayers.com or call: 828-526-9047

Brian
Stiehler, Jim Bryson, Mike Bryson and

sult of this year’s event. We are indebted
to Cullasaja Club for hosting us and then
Jim and Mike Bryson, for covering 100%
of the expenses associated with this event.
Because of these gentlemen, we netted an
additional $20,000,” said Chairman, Brian
Stiehler. “We set the bar high this year and
we have a lofty goal for next year’s Tourna-
ment, to bring in even more.”

The 2025 Scholarship Golf Tourna-
ment is set for September 15th at Cullasaja
Club.

From left at Highlands School, Commissioner Brian Stiehler, Mike Bryson, Mayor Pat Taylor, Jim
Bryson, Rebecca Shuler and Highlands School Asst. Principal Alyssa DeBois.

Motorist wrecks in
Cullasaja River at

Goldmine

By Kim Lewicki

At 1:26 p.m., Monday, Nov. 4, High-
lands Fire & Rescue joined the MC Sheriff
Office, MC EMS and NC Highway Patrol
at the scene of a motor vehicle accident on
the Gorge and Goldmine roads.

According to preliminary reports, a
vehicle driven by a female motorist travel-
ling down the Gorge Road toward Franklin
left the roadway and hit a tree. The vehicle
ended up in the Cullasaja River on its tires.

According to Highlands Fire & Rescue
Chief Ryan Gearhart, the water wasn’t deep
at that point.

The driver was transported to the hos-
pital by MC EMS,

“With NC 106 closed until further no-
tice, excess traffic on the Gorge and Buck
Crecek roads is what it is,” said Highlands
Police Chief Andrea Holland. “People have
to reroute to Franklin from Scaly and other
areas to get to work and/ot school.”

Chief Holland requests that motorists
take extra care and drive carefully.
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Me number one
1108 [V LUXURY

WWRE [N THE CAROLINAS

Experience the next level of luxury real estate when you partner with us.

At Allen Tate Realtors®, we know home happens wherever memories are made. Since 1957,
we've been making those memories happen across the Carolinas. We're proud to be #1 in the
Carolinas, #1 in Luxury in the Carolinas and alongside our strategic partner, Howard Hanna
Real Estate, we are the #1 privately owned real estate brokerage in the United States.

Let us help you create your next chapter.

TOTAL U.S. PROPERTIES — OVER $1 MILLION

13,546 luxuryportfolio.com  Allen Tate/Pat Allen Realty Group, Member

11,661 sothebysrealty.com

7,971 compass.com

6,737 coldwellbankerluxury.com

3,062 christiesrealestate.com
@

Source: Scott Business Consulting Ma¥12024. Chart compares brands with luxury positioning and a dedicated
website with the ability to determine the difference between company exclusive properties and IDX listings.

LUXURY
I PORTFOLIO
INTERNATIONAL

HIGHLANDS-DOWNTOWN OFFICE | 828.526.8784 CASHIERS OFFICE | 828.547.0022

Presenting Sponsor.of

HicarianNDS

FOOD
&EWINE

SCAN TO SEE OUR LISTINGS A HOWARD HANNA PARTNER
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e HiGHI ANDS DINING ®

Fall Flavors Wine Tasting and
, . The Secret Garden
WOLFGANG'S m Sandwich shop and gourmet food market ~ Jewelry by Marci Sherwood

RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRO Open Yo Round Wed., Nov. 13,5-7 p.m.

Mon.-Fri.. 1 1:30a to 5p * Sat. 12-5p Rese;;a;t-;oor:;eoqqulred

Offering a variety of
hot and cold specialty sandwiches,
various salads, desserts and charcuterie pre-
pared by a Johnson & Wales certified chef. Stop
by and enjoy a hot sandwich, a cup of home-
made soup and a daily pasta salad.We have in-
door and outdoor courtyard seating, and a large

Can’t linger?
Call (828) 305-7509 to place a pick-up order.

...on the Verandah

Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
42 Years of Fine Dining

American Cuisine with a
Creole Twist and German Flair

Saturday, November 9

Caymus-Wagner Family Wine Pairing Q&
5-course meal at 6:30 p.m with Champagne reception. 5:30-9p
$225 per person plus tax and gratuity. )
e Call 828-526-3807 for reservations. 7 Days a
Wednesday - Sunday Week
Bistro Opens at 4pm | Dining Room at 5:30pm
€4 Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p * Sun. 11a to 828-526-2338
.EI = 474 Main Street | 828.526.3807 P P 7P 2075207233
Closed Tuesdays :
& wolfgangs.net 828.526.3554 US 64w * Highlands
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC
The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House i y 828-526-4035
Open for ~SRAE
LUNCH YME GOURMET
Wednesday-Saturday : B T AU R AMNT =
é::::'f:: ': Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
DINNER Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar 5 Tuesd S ’
Wednesday-Saturday Town Square at 343-D Main St. » Highlands ¢ I.H.I‘.I Tuesday - Saturday
5:30-9p Dinner Starts @ 5:50 PM
& i Open for Open Outdoor Dining / Dine-In Art Gallery / lkesid infi
=..l-.. SUNDAY BRUNCH 7 Days Chatdoor Duning & PHoe-In A Gallery 7 lakesiderestaurant. info
ith Blue Grass music a Week
10a-3p
290 Main Street » Highlands * 828-526-2590 Lunch: 11a-3:30p
Dinner:
highlandermountainhouse.com 5:30p - 9p




COFFEE BAR
NOW OPEN

Thursday through Sunday —
from Sam

Monday - Thursday, 11am -3 pm
Friday - Saturday,11am - 8 pm

226 South 4th Street - Highlands, NC
Highlandsburrito.com

« YELLOW SQUASH CASSEROLE  «  YUKON MASHED POTATO
o SWEET POTATO CASSEROLE ~ «  TURKEY GRAVY

« BROCCOLI CASSEROLE « HOLIDAY DRESSING

« ROASTED FALL VEGETABLES ~ « CORN CASSEROLE

« GREEN BEAN CASSEROLE « HOMEMADE ROLLS

« HOMEMADE PIES (PECAN. « KITTY'S CRANBERRY
PUMPKIN, BUTTERMILK) SAUCE

1ITED SUPPLY! SHOP EARLY! AVAIABLE FOR PICKUP AS EARLY ASNOV. 7

OPEN TUESDAY - SATURDAY. CLOSED THANKSGIVING DAY
493 DILLARD RD. & §28-526-2762
7 |
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~HF&W continued from page 1

Rebuilding NC Relief event purchased from now through
Sunday will benefit the Highlands Food & Wine Hurricane
Relief Fund.

Sunday’s A Shot at Redemption features Abraham Al-
exander and headliner Lee Fields & The Expressions, with
Bear Shadow music festival alumni, Futurebirds, joining the
relief effort with a special opening acoustic set.

The four-day celebration kicks off with Thursday’s
Grand Tasting, presented by Allen Tate Realtors — Pat Allen
Realty. The Grand Tasting will be held at The Bascom from
7 p.m. - 10 p.m., featuring a musical performance by Love
Cannon. Tickets are sold out.

Friday’s Truckin’, presented by Crawford Construc-
tion, will be held in Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park on
Pine Street from 1 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. Truckin’ features food
trucks, small plates, and the infamous Highway to Ale tast-
ing experience. Headlining Truckin’ will be Wilder Woods
with special guest Alex Lambert. A limited number of tick-
ets are still available.

Saturday’s Main Event, presented by Berkshire Ha-
thaway HomeServices Meadows Mountain Realty, boasts
delicious small plates by esteemed regional chefs, exquisite
wines, craft beverages, and an enviable oyster roast. Main
Event takes place on Main Street at 4th Street from 12 p.m.
- 3:30 p.m. Greensky Bluegrass will be headlining Main
Event with special guests Larry Keel & Jon Stickley. Tickets
are sold out.

On Sunday, Now. 10, Highlands Vacation Rentals pres-
ents A Shot at Redemption: Support All Rebuilding North
Carolina relief event at Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park
from 12 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. Tickets are still available. $125 of
each ticket will benefit the Highlands Food & Wine Hur-
ricane Relief Fund, which supports the following organiza-
tions: Highlands Emergency Council, Highlands Food Pan-
try, BeLoved Asheville, Equal Plates Project, and Southern
Smoke Foundation.

VIP Weekender Passes are $1,600 per person with a
$100 charitable donation included (+ taxes & fees). VIP
Weekender Passes include access to all four signature events.
Limited tickets still available.

There are also wine dinners and specialty events at The
Farm at Old Edwards, Oak Steakhouse at Skyline Lodge,
Half-Mile Farm, The Ugly Dog Pub, Wolfgang’s, and more.

All fans will be able to pick up wristbands at the Box
Office before the events. Please note that only the pur-

... TRUMP continued from page 1

the quarter cents sales tax compared to 9,726 or 48.78 per-
cent in favor of the referendum. This is the second time a
tax referendum for education funding has failed to pass on
the Macon County ballot.

Running unopposed for the school board included
incumbents Hilary Wilkes (District 1) and Melissa Evans
(District 3). The Macon County Board of Commissioners
also had two unopposed candidates on the ballot — incum-
bent Josh Young (Rep) and Barry Breeden (Rep).

Donald Trump (Rep) pulls off historic White House
comeback in the United States presidential election.

As of press time, Donald Trump (Rep) secured 277
electoral votes defeating Kamala Harris (Dem) with 224
electoral votes.

* See TRUMP page 16

chaser of the tickets can pick up wristbands. If you cannot
pick up wristbands early, you can present your tickets at the
event gate for entry.

Box Office Location & Hours: 424 Pine St Highlands,
NC (Old Bank of America Building)

® Wednesday, Nov. 6th, 3 p.m. — 6 p.m.

® Thursday, Nov. 7th, 10 a.m. — 5 p.m.

® Friday, Nov. 8th, 10 a.m. — 5 p.m.

® Saturday, Nov. 9th, 10 a.m. — 11 a.m.

All events are rain or shine. However, in the event of
severe inclement weather, event organizers reserve the right
to cancel individual performances or events in order to
maintain optimal safety for all attendees, staff, talent, and
vendors. For more information, visit https://highlands-
foodandwine.com/information/faqs/ ot sign up to receive
weekend updates and festival information by texting HFW
to (828) 202-8911.

For more information and to buy tickets go to https://
highlandsfoodandwine.com.

A28,345.4357
AAisheretohelp Help
247 and
Informatian

Nancy’s & The Exchange
F ancys for Men

Don’t be a TURKE
¥ The early bird gets the deals
HUGE Pre-Turkey Day SALES

Starting NOW!

828-526-5029
2060 Dillard Rd, Highlands
2 miles south of Main, Highlands
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Breakfast
8-10:30a
Lunch
11a to 3p

Open Mon. - Sat. for Breakfast & Lunch
Pet Friendly Place Where Friends Meet
With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!
Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a Gyro!
Salads e Pitas ¢ Burgers ¢ Philly Cheese Steak ¢ Shrimp Pita ® Susan’s Rueben
Italian Sausage ® Appalachian Fries ® Onion Rings ¢ Jambalaya ¢ Kabobs
Shrimp Gumbo e Soups

Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! e 828-482-1513
462 Dillard Road, Highlands (across from Dusty’s)

7 The Coolest Golf Course
in Georgia

Sky]_fValk?y

COLINTRY CLUIB

¢ Incredible Views
e Par 72 Championship Course
stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
® Open Daily e Year-Round e Public Golf
2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta ¢ 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC

For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals,
please call 706-746-5302
www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

40% to 65% off!

30/

Cl eamn
epalrs

Open for the last 39 years, Shiraz has been offering wholesale prices to the public on its
entire inventory of genuinely hand-woven oriental rugs. Thousands of antique and
contemporary pieces from around the world.

HAND CLEANING ¢ RESTORATION « APPRAISALS

~(828) 526.5759

Main Street * Oak Square
Highlands, NC 28741
www.shirazruggalleries.com

Skl o Ch s A iRl
OTHER SHOWROOMS:
TAMPA - NAPLES * SARASOTA
ORLANDO

* INVESTING AT 4. 118

The new real estate changes

ost people have
heard of the recent
changes in the real

estate industry, due to the
settlement of the lawsuit
with the National Associa-
tion of Realtors. NAR en-
tered into a settlement to ad-
dress ongoing legal disputes
on behalf of Sellers and to
end a lengthy and uncertain
litigation. The settlement
gave NAR the ability to re-
solve these issues quickly
and bring clarity and stabil-
ity to the current real estate
market. It also provided ad-
ditional disclosure require-
ments to consumers regard-
ing real estate fees. The intention of the
policy changes was to improve transparency
and fairness in the market.

Prior to the settlement, real estate com-
missions to agents were the responsibility
of the Seller. Even though commissions
have always been negotiable, as of August
17, 2024, Sellers are not tequired to pay the
Buyer’s side of the commission, which, in
many markets is half of the total commis-
sion. In the Highlands market, I have no-
ticed that most Sellers are still doing this,
for several reasons. Any closed sales used
as comps include a full commission, so the
potential asking price would have to be
reduced by the percentage of the Buyer’s
side of the commission to account for less
than a full commission. The reality is that
many Buyers are just not used to paying the
commission, despite the fact that they have
always been indirectly paying it because
it’s usually added on to the Sellet’s bottom
line. It has always appeared on the Sellet’s
closing statement as an expense, though,
making it seem that the Seller paid it. Many
people think it’s easier to just continue the
long standing trend of Sellers offering both
sides of the commission, for simplicity’s
sake. The situation becomes more complex
when agents have to negotiate with Buyers
in order to be paid, and sometimes Buyers
have to be educated about all the useful
services their agents provide to them. The
new normal will be agents who will need to
communicate to Buyers what they actually
do for them and having Buyers pay all or
part of the commission when Sellers don’t
agree to.

Under the new rules, agents working
with Buyers are required to have a written

Betty Holt
Broker

Berkshire Hathaway Home-
Services Meadows Mountain
Realty
Betty@bhhsmmr.com

agreement in place before
touring homes, either virtu-
ally or in person. In NC we
have an Exclusive Buyer’s
Agent Agreement, which
has a section on compensa-
tion for the Buyer to agree
with. We also have a Non-
Exclusive Buyer Agency
agreement which does not
delineate compensation but
meets the requirement for
the law. Some offices use
a Touring Agreement, a
shorter version of the Non-
Exclusive Buyer Agency
agreement, which offers no
compensation, but, again,
meets the legal requirement.
Compensation by the Seller is no longer
listed in MLS, so agents must call the list-
ing office to find out if the Seller is offering
compensation before they show a property.

All in all, it’s more trouble for every-
one, and Sellers are under the incorrect as-
sumption that they will pocket more money
without paying the Buyer’ side of the com-
mission, when in actuality their asking price
will be adjusted to conform with previous
comps. Buyers have mixed feelings about
paying their agent’s commission until they
realize it can be accounted for in the offer-
ing price and they fully understand what a
Buyer’s agent does for them. Agents dread
the extra paperwork and explanations, but
let’s remember. ...

When I entered the real estate business
in the late “70s the sales contract was one le-
gal page, front and back. Now it is 17 pages
with a number of disclosures that go along
with it. There was no such thing as Working
With Agents disclosure until 1995. That was
around the time that Buyer’s Agency came
into effect in North Carolina. Prior to that,
real estate agents represented the Seller and
Buyers had no representation. At one time
there was no continuing ed for realtors—
their license lasted forever! There were days
with no lockboxes and there was no inter-
net to search on. So, yes, it’s a pain, but, like
many of the changes along the way, perhaps
it is a bow to more professionalism in the
industry. Or simply it’s just another adjust-
ment we have to make in order to continue
our trade.

® Betty Holt is a Highlands native who’s been
in the real estate business long enough to remenmber
simpler times. She works with both Buyers and Sell-
ers. 828-526-4218; Betty@bbhhsmmr.com.
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The Ultimate
Christmas Gift:

A LUXURY HOME IN DOWNTOWN HIGHLANDS

GIVE YOUR FAMILY THE GIFT OF LUXURIOUS LIVING with this meticulously crafted home,
a testament to exceptional design and construction by Sanctuary Developers, Futral
Construction, and Summit Architecture. Tucked away in gated Sanctuary on 1st at the
corner of 1st and Oak streets, this brand-new, walk-to-town home epitomizes the essence
of mountain modern design. The thoughtfully designed layout includes a main floor primary
bedroom, three inviting fireplaces, and an enclosed sunroom. Upstairs, three generously
proportioned bedrooms each feature ensuite baths. The interior sports exquisite details
such as black metal-framed windows, sleek light fixtures, black steel railings, and crisp
white walls and ceilings, creating a modern, yet comfortable, ambiance throughout. A
finished carriage house above the garage boasts a full bath and kitchenette. Strategically
located just one minute from Main Street, this residence is part of an exclusive, small
neighborhood of similarly high-end homes, offering a fantastic opportunity to own a brand
new home in the heart of downtown Highlands. $4,995,000 | 5BR/5.5BA | MLS# 99179

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY | MEADOWS MOUNTAIN REALTY

HOMESERVICES

THE MICHAUD/RAUERS GROUP
I\ JUDY MICHAUD: (828) 371-0730 | MITZIRAUERS: (404) 218-9123 | JOHNMUIR: (404) 245-7027
wicnruo c navens  TOMGOLDACKER: (828) 200-9045 | BROOKSKITTRELL: (828) 230.4453

REALTY GROUP

488 Main Street, Highlands, NC 28741 | www.MeadowsMountainRealty.com

©2024 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway
HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity. @
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HAGANBINDER

LANDSCAPE ARCUITECTS

Bronze sculpture * Paintings
Vintage & Antique Collectables &
Furniture - Costume Jewelry

Maximize the
full potential
of your

property!

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

haganbinder.com

Read Highlands Newspaper for free from
everywhere ... on the street or on the web.
Go to www.highlandsinfo.com.

Click on Local News.

Delivered and uploaded every Thurs.AM

CINEMA
e
Dric

YOUR COMPANY OR ORGANIZATION DESERVES TO BE
ON THE BIG SCREEN!

Special pricing for on-screen ads during our Winter-Spring Film Series

$300 FOR ENTIRE SERIES

Ads will run a minimum of 120 times from November 1, 2024, through April 30, 2025. For
maximum exposure, we are limiting on-screen advertising to the first 20 businesses and/or
organizations who sign up, so call us today.

Upcoming first-run films include Saturday Night, Here, We Live in Time, White Bird, Conclave,
Wicked, A Complete Unknown, and more!

BONUS: Your purchase of an on-screen ad includes two complimentary tickets to each show during
the series.

Direct any questions to Jack Austin @ 828.526.9047 or jaustin@HighlandsPerformingArts.com.

Thanks for supporting the Highlands Performing Arts Center and CinemaPAC!

e INK PENN®

What’'s missing?

his week’s reads were,
of course, mysteties,
as I rarely read any

other genre. In both, the
protagonist embarks on a
search, though one is seek-
ing a missing author while
the other is searching for a
lost painting. Both start in
New York City before the
clues lead them to another
locale.
My Favorite Terrible Things
by Madeleine Henry

This is a2 new-to-me author, and I’m
delighted to have discovered her. That
this novel came out in May 2024 and has
garnered 7,000+ reviews speaks volumes
about what an intriguing tale the author
weaves. Her first two books eked out just
over 100 reviews each. She’s made her
mark with this one.

Publishers Weekly had this to say:
“[A] cunning debut thriller...Just as Hen-
ry seems to be leading readers down one
path, she veers in a wholly unexpected
direction, delivering a welcome jolt to an
already effective mystery. Sharp observa-
tions on toxic fan culture and a basket-
ful of literary easter eggs are icing on the
cake. This delivers.”

Private investigator Nina Travers is
hired to find Claire Ross, a best-selling
author who disappeared on her wedding
day months ago. The police have no clue
what happened to her or whether she’s
even alive. It’s Claire’s mother who hires
Nina, and Nina hopes to make a name for
herself with this case.

I was kept guessing all the way to the
very end, with every revelation coming as
a shock, not as something I anticipated. If
you’re seeking a novel to keep you turning
the pages, this is the book for you. And, if,
like me, you like books about authors and

Kathy Manos Penn

their creativity, you won’t
want to miss this one.

The Lost Van Gogh

by Jonthan Santlofer

I had never heard of
this author until I read a re-
view of this book that came
out in January 2024. When I
figured out this was the sec-
ond art mystery with Luke
Perrone as the main charac-
ter, I chose to start with the
2021 book—“The Last Mona Lisa,” which
I wrote about eatlier this yeat.

Both books move back and forth in
time. Both involve stolen art. Set primar-
ily in modern times with Luke as an artist
and university art professor, this one shifts
to Paris during WWII, when the Nazis
are leaving with as much artwork as they
can—artwork, of course, taken from the
Jewish population.

Not only did I find the mystery of the
missing Van Gogh portrait intriguing, 1
was also fascinated by the details about the
artist’s life. The action moves from New
York City to Amsterdam and France, of-
fering an international adventure. As did
the first book, this one has a romantic sub-
plot. All in all, it was a thoroughly enjoy-
able read, and I always consider it a bonus
when I learn something along the way.

If you are intrigued by mysteries in-
volving art, you may want to check out
Santlofer’s back list. Most of his previous
novels concern art, be they series or stand-
alones.

Happy reading;

o Award-winning anthor Kathy Manos
Penn is a Georgia resident. Find her cogy myster-
tes at Franklin Office Supply & Gifts, and on
Amazon. Contact her at inkpennl19@gmail.
com, and follow her on Facebook, wwmw.facebook.
com/ KathyManosPennAuthor/ .

..MJAYOR continued from page 2

petent and should sell the electric system
to Duke Energy. Beyond the obvious that
Duke Power owning the Highlands sys-
tem would not have prevented it from the
rages of Hurricane Helene, selling our elec-
tric system to Duke is not a new idea. The
boatd looked at that option years ago. They
concluded Duke did not want to buy and
operate a system that would be less than
one-quarter of 1% of their total system. I
would take issue with the notion that an-
other company would operate our system

better. We are the oldest municipal electric
utility in this part of the state, with a 95-year
history.

What we may do is enter another con-
tract with an electrical provider in 2029
when the current Duke contract expires.
The town will negotiate with potential
wholesale electricity providers like Duke to
secure the lowest rate possible to keep our
customer costs as low as they are now:.

* Tune in next week for Part 2.
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DAVID JONES ANN COOPER DEBBY HATTLER
BROKER BROKER-IN-CHARGE BROKER

Meet the New Faces of Excellence!

Say “hello” to our newest brokers, ready to serve alongside the trusted faces you know.

PATRICIA"GENTRY
BROKER BROKER

LANDMARK

REAL ESTATE SALES & VACATION RENTALS

828-526-4663 | 225 MAIN STREET, HIGHLANDS NC | LANDMARKRG.COM
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WINTER POOL SCHEDULE

Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri. 6am-9:45am, and
Saturday 10am-I Ipm - 6 lanes.

Water Aerobics: 18 y+ Mon.-Fri. |0-
I lam with Karen Chambers.

Adult Swim: 18y+ Mon.-Thurs. | lam-
3:30pm, Friday | lam-1:30pm

Public Swim: Mon. thru Thurs. 3:30-

7pm, Saturday |lam-6pm and Sunday
1-6pm

ALLWEEK

* Alcoholics Anonymous: “Open
Meetings” are for anyone who thinks they
may have a drinking problem or for any-
one interested in the A.A. program of re-
covery. Highlands Mountain View Group
holds open meetings in Highlands at the
First Presbyterian Church, 471 Main St,,
on Monday at 5:30 PM and Wednesday
and Friday at noon.Women’s Group 5:30,
Tuesdays.The Cashiers Valley Group holds
open meetings at the Albert Carlton Ca-
shiers Community Library Monday at 8:30
AM,Tuesday at 7 PM, Friday and Sunday at
5 PM, and Saturday at 9 AM. For more in-
formation, please visit www.aawnc80.org
or to speak with a member of AA 24/7 at
828-349-4357.

MOVIES

at PAC’s MLPC
507 Chestnut St. Highlands

TomHanks  BobinWrizht

HERE

Sat.,Nov.9 - 2p
Mon. & Tues.,Nov. | | & 12
2 & 5:30p

Tickets:
Adults: $13.20 ¢ Children: $11

boxoffice@
highlandsperformingarts.com

828-526-9047

MOVIES

* Movies at the Martin Lipscomb Per-
forming Arts Center at PAC on Chestnut
Street See adjoining ad.

PICKLE BALL

* At the Recreation Dept. every
Monday - Friday 10am-Ipm indoors for
the winter (notice the days and time has
changed),

Mon.-Fri.

* Nantahala Tennis plays at the High-
lands Rec Park 9a-1p.

Mon-Wed-Fri

* Aerobics with Tina Rogers 8-9am at
the Rec Park.

* Balance, Stretch & Strengthen Class
at the Rec Park 8:30-9:30am.The cost for
the class is $30 a month. The class is led
by Cathy Hodgson. Contact the Recre-
ation Department at 828-526-3556 for
more information.

Second Mondays

* The local chapter of PEO, an off-
campus sorority founded in the 1800s
that provides grants and loans to women
with financial need who want to return to
school or further their education meets
at 10 a.m. More meeting places call presi-
dent Paula McDonald at 706-372-3004

* Indivisible Highlands from 5:15-
6:15pm at the Hudson Library Meeting
Room.

I st Tuesdays through Dec.

* HUMC’s Community Table Dinner
at the Community Building at at 6 p.m.
Sept. 3, Oct. I, Nov. 5 and Dec. 3.

2nd Tuesdays

* Highlands Writers Group meets
on alternate Tuesday afternoons at 3pm.
Writers still uncomfortable with in-per-
son gatherings may participate via Zoom
meetings For more information contact
Bud Katz at either 828-526-3190 or at
budandlynn@me.com

Tuesdays

* Strength Training at the Rec Park
8:15-9:15 am. Aim for strong, lean mus-
cles using light weights, body weight, and
high repetition to shape and tone. Learn
proper form and range of motion to safely
target all muscle groups for a metabolic
boost and feel great.

* At Wayfarers Chapel,Workshop for
Writers — Tuesdays from 5-6:30 PM. Fa-
cilitated by Sam Renken, this group has a
simple mission: to foster and provide con-
sistent community for local writers there-
by giving writers of all ages and genres
the opportunity to write, read, revise, and
present their work to the group.

* ESL classes are held at the Pres-
byterian Church in Highlands from 6:30-
7:30pm. No registration required — just

e HigHI ANDS EVENTS ®

show up and participate. Questions? call
828-526-0863 or email info@maconncli-
teracy.org

2nd Wednesdays

* Hudson Library, in partnership with
VAYA Health, is hosting an educational
series on adult mental health topics, held
on the first Wednesday of each month at
I'l AM. This series is aimed particularly
at older adults and will focus on men-
tal health topics of particular interest to
them, but all ages are welcome to attend.
The November | program is Dementia:A
Deeper Understanding. Reservations are
required for this free event. To register,
stop by the library or call 828-526-3031.

2nd & 4th Wed.

* Digital Navigators will be at the
Hudson Library the second and fourth
Wednesdays |PM - 3PM of each month
to help patrons with their tech needs.
Bring a smartphone, laptop, or other digi-
tal device to receive free assistance and
support. No appointments are required -
all are welcome.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.

* The Food Pantry behind the Meth-
odist Church on Spring Street is open
from 10a-6p.

* Exercise Class with Michelle Lane
at the Rec Park at 5:30. A combo class
with different types of exercise. Call the
Recreation Department at 828-526-3556
for more information

Thurs.-Sat.

* Mountain Findings Hours: 10a top.

Thursdays

* Kickboxing 8:15-9:15 am. at the Rec
Park.An exhilarating and fun mix of mar-
tial arts for a calorie-burning workout. No
martial arts background necessary Con-
tact the Recreation Department at 828-
526-3556 for more info.

* At Hudson Library, special chil-
dren’s events will be on tap on Thursday
afternoons at 3:30 Kids Zone programs.

Fridays

* At Hudson Library, Friday after-
noons at 2 PM, there’s a variety of chil-
dren’s programs including board games,
STEM programs, and crafternoons.

Saturdays

» Story Ballet - a gentle ballet &
creative movement class for Children
3-4.The flow of class follows a story or
theme that changes each month, engaging
imaginations! Saturday 5:30-6:30pm. 828-
421-6720

* Adult Ballet - crafted for beginners,
but mindfully taught for all levels. Ballet is
an excellent way to move, grow stronger,
improve balance, flexibility and coordina-
tion while having fun. 6:30-7:30pm. 828-

421-6720.

2nd Saturdays

* The Western North Carolina
Woodturners Club meets in Highlands at
The Bascom at 10 a.m. thru Nov.

3rd Saturdays

* The American Legion Post 370
meets at the First Methodist Church at
315 Main St.in their community room/909
chapel. We serve breakfast at 9 AM and
hold our monthly meeting at 10 AM.We
invite ALL veterans to attend - email nc-
post370@gmail.com for more informa-
tion or just join us at 9 AM .

Sundays

* At Wayfarers Chapel, Sunday Ser-
vice: 10 AM Sunday Morning. Stick around
for visitation and coffee hour immediately
after service. (Coffee hour is replaced by
potluck dinner the Ist Sunday of each
month).

Through Nov. 12

* Macon county youth basketball
registration is open. For youth Girls ages
5-15 years old go to maconcountygirls-
basketball.com for boys ages 5-18 years
old go to maconcountyboysbasketball.
com.
Through Dec. 28
* At The Bascom, Holiday Market is
open.

Thurs.-Sun.,Nov.7-10

* Highlands Cashiers Players presents
“The Savannah Sipping Society” 7:30 night-
ly and 2 p.m. on Sunday. For tickets:www.
highlandscashiersplayers.com or call 828-
526-9047.

* Highlands Food & Wine Festival. For
tickets go to www.highlandsfoodandwine.
com/

Fri., Nov. 8

* American Legion Post 370 and
Highlands Wreaths across America will
be placing flags on veteran graves in ob-
servance of Veterans Day at Highlands
Cemetery, Friday at 4p. Please meet at the
flagpole at the top of the hill. The public
are invited to participate.

* OEl's Chef Dinners at The Farm.
FARM HARVEST DINNER & BARN
DANCE. Book Online at OldEdward-
sHospitality.com/ChefDinners

Sat.,Nov. 9

* At The Bascom, Warmth Bundles
Community Gathering. Call all knitters
and crocheters. Come make hats, scarves
and gloves for those affected by Hurri-
cane Helene.

* At Molly Grace, Beaudin Trunk
Show.

» At Wolfgang’s, 5-course meal featur-
ing Caymus-VWagner Family Wine Pairing.
6:30 p.m. Champagne reception. $225 per



person plus tax and gratuity. Call 828-526-
3807 for reservations.

* OEl's Chef Dinners at HALF-MILE
FARM. JAZZ SUPPER. Book Online at
OldEdwardsHospitality.com/ChefDinners

Mon.,Now. | |

* At HC Hospital cafeteria, free lunch
for all veterans noon to |p. there will be
a brief presentaiton at 12:30p. For more
information, call 828-526-1345.

Tues., Nov. 12

* HCH Dinner with Doc - Chronic pain
management options - Eric Roslonski, DO,
with Comprehensive Pain Consultants,6-
7p in Whiteside Cafeteria. For more
information, call 828-526- 1345. Attendance
is limited to 50 people.A buffet-style dinner
will be provided.

Wed., Nov. 13

* At The Secret Garden, Fall Flavors
wine tasting and charcuterie. 5-7 p.m. $40
per person.Also featuring jewelry by Marci

The Highlands Chamber
of Commerce/Visit High-
lands, NC has an exciting line-
up of holiday events in store.
The schedule boasts a diverse
range of activities, including:

Ice Skating in Park —
Thurt., Now. 21, 3:30-8pm
in Kelsey-Hutchinson
Founders Park

The Highlands Parks
and Recreation-managed Ice
Skating in the Park kicks off
Thursday, Nov. 21 and runs
through early March, weather permitting.

The hours are Thursdays, 3:30-8pm,
Fridays, 3:30-10pm, Saturdays, 1-10pm,
Sundays, 1-5pm.

Thanksgiving Week: 11/25-11/27,
1-8pm, Closed Thanksgiving Day, 11/29-
11/30 1-10pm, 12/1, 1-5pm.

Christmas Break: 12/23, 1-8pm,
12/24, 1-5pm, Closed Chtistmas Day,
12/26, 1-8pm, 12/27-12/28 1-10pm,
12/29,1-5pm, 12/30, 1-8pm, 12/31, 1pm-
lam, 1/1, 1-8pm.

The price is only $8, with or without
skates. Coffee and hot chocolate are avail-
able for purchase.

Light Up the Park —
Sat., Nov. 30, 6-8pm in Kelsey-
Hutchinson
Founders Park

Anticipation will fill the mountain air
as the community gathers in the park to
enjoy treats and a program that includes
live music and carols led by the Foxfire
Boys, a display of children’s artwork and
a reading of the Christmas story. Then,
Santa arrives atop a firetruck to usher in
the lighting of the park and Main Street.
Watch the park come alive with thousands
of holiday lights that will remain through-
out the season, along with ice skating and
photo-op fun.

Santa in the Park — Sat., Dec 7, Sat.,
Dec. 14, Sat. Dec. 21 and Tues. Dec.
24 in Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders

Holidays in Highlands!

HOLIDAY
HIGHLANDS

Park

Santa Claus himself will
make special appearances
on Saturdays in the park to
listen to the wishes of chil-
dren, both young and young
at heart. On Christmas Eve,
Tuesday, December 24, San-
ta is extremely busy prep-
ping for gift delivery so ap-
pointments are required and
can be booked at www:high-
landschamber.otg/event/
santa-in-the-park/1306/
Additionally, he will make periodic visits to
collect letters placed in a designated mail-
box within the park.

Highlands Christmas Parade — Sat.,
Dec. 7, 10am—12pm
along Main Street

As part of this longstanding tradi-
tion, expect to witness a delightful proces-
sion along Main Street featuring marching
bands, llamas, camels, imaginative floats,
and, of course, the star of the show, Santa
Claus. Those who wish to participate in
the parade must submit a completed ap-
plication to the Highlands Chamber of
Commerce/Visit Highlands, NC no later
than 12 noon on Nov. 15. To apply and
for mote information, email events@high-
landschamber.org or call 828-526-5841.

Lighting of the Menorah — Weds.,
Dec. 25, 5:30pm, Kelsey-Hutchinson
Founders Park

Hanukkah is an eight-day winter fes-
tival of lights, celebrated to matk the tri-
umph of light over darkness. One candle
of the giant menorah will be lit on the first
night of Hanukkah and an additional can-
dle each successive night. This will be done
until the eighth night when the Menorah is
fully illuminated.

For mote information about the Holi-
days in Highlands, call the Highlands, NC
Welcome Center at 828-526-2112 or visit
www.visithighlandsnc.com.

-
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Sherwood of Isabelle Ambrose.

Thurs., Nov. 14

* At the Community Building, Bingo
for Hurricane Relief 6:30-8:30p. Spon-
sored by Pat Allen and the Rotary Club
of Highlands.

Friday, Nov.15

* First Senior Lunch of the season
will be at 12 noon at the Highlands Rec
Dept in the Meeting Room. The menu
will be Roasted Pork Loin, Mashed Po-
tatoes, Green Beans, Spiced Apples and
Roll.

Sun., Nov. 17

* Celebration in honor of Mary Adair

Trumbly as she steps into retirement.

2:30-4p at the Highlands Performing Arts
Center. Refreshments, heartfelt stories
and company.

Nov. 18-25

* Operation Christmas Child
shoebox gift drop off at First Baptist
Church in Highlands noon to 4p and
Cashiers Baptist Church. Find a step-by-
step guide on the How to Pack a Shoe-
box webpage, www.samaritianspurse.
org/occ.

Mon.Nov. 18

* Lunch with the Doc at HC Hospital

from noon to |p. Free program on
chronic pain managment. Registration is
available online at www.missionhealth.
org/calendar or by calling 844-630-5295.
Attendance is limited to 50 people,and a
buffet-style dinner will be provided.

Thurs., Nov. 21-March

* The Highlands Parks and Recre-
ation-managed Ice Skating in the Park
kicks off Thursday and runs through early
March, weather permitting. The hours are
Thursdays, 3:30-8pm, Fridays, 3:30—10pm,
Saturdays, |-10pm, Sundays, [-5pm. The
price is only $8, with or without skates.
Coffee and hot chocolate are available for
purchase.

Sat., Nov. 23

* At PAC, Darren Nicholson Band
with special guest Kristin Scott Benson
at 7:30p. For tickets, (828) 526-9047.

Tues., Nov. 26

» Community Thanksgiving Dinner at
the Highlands Civic Center/Rec Park at
6 p.m.

Fri., Nov. 29

* At PAC, Mark O’Connor’s An Ap-
palachian Christmas Featuring Maggie
O’Connor at 7:30p. For tickets, (828)
526-9047.

Jore s s wie oner The rernarkabile Many Ackaic Tremily lor hes Tl years of dedication,
wishon, and jpernion at the Highlards Performing Aets Centber. & she steps into her next act
off retingrnend, let's come together to codebrate har cnedible contmbutions and caneer|

Eniay an afternoon filed with refreshments, heartfedl stores, laughtes, and grest company.

Sunday, Movembes 17, 230 - 400 B
Highlands Perlorming Arts Cantar
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..MARATHON continued from page 1

Lot go Jackl

Qualitas

Jack with his running partner, Pam Ascobereta, at the midpoint of the NYC
Marathon. Both are students at the University of St. Andrews in Scotland
and ran as part of the Qualitas of Life fundraising team.

during the month leading up to
the marathon. After finishing (4
hours, 34 minutes), Jack said, “It
is amazing what the body can do
on sheer will power. I'm glad 1
trusted myself and pushed to do
this one—both for me and for
Qualitas of Life.”

This is Jack’s second mara-
thon. He ran his first this past
spring in Barcelona, finishing it
in 3 hours, 54 minutes, meeting
his goal of running it in less than
four hours.

Jack will be home from
Scotland and in Highlands from
mid-December to mid-January
and would be happy to connect

| Wec{ne;d, Nov. 13 .5-7p
at The Secret gan{en in (Vz[[age Square

with anyone who wants to hear
more about marathon training,
his work with Qualitas of Life,
or go for an easy run with him.
Those interested in connecting
can email Jack at jack.chilson03@
gmail.com.

Jack grew up spending sum-
mers in Highlands and has been
a resident since his parents, Greg
and Monette Chilson, relocated
here full-time in 2021. He has
worked as a lifeguard at the High-
lands Rec Center and as a caddy
at High Hampton during his sum-
mers here.

— Submitted

{ also featuring
N\, Jewelry
Warci Sﬁerwoodt E

w/pazrear all &wors charcuterie » $ 40/person
Reservations: 208 M Sth St.. 828-305-7509

OSsPITAL NEWS.

Healthgrades names Mission Hospital America’s
Best in multiple categories

Mission Hospital announced
today that it is one of America’s
100 Best Hospitals for Coro-
nary Intervention™; Orthope-
dic Surgery™; Stroke Care™;
Prostate Surgeries™; Gastroin-
testinal Care™; Gastrointestinal
Surgery™; Critical Care™; and
Surgical Care™, for 2025 ac-
cording to new research released
by Healthgrades, the leading re-
source consumers use to find a
hospital or doctor. Healthgrades
identified the 100 Best hospitals
for 16 of the most common spe-
cialty care areas — recipient hos-
pitals represent the Top 2% of
hospitals for each specialty. This
distinction, along with numerous
other accolades from Health-
grades, reflects Mission Hospital’s
outstanding clinical performance
and distinguishes it as one of the
country’s leading hospitals.

“It’s always exciting to see
the independent evaluations of
the quality care provided at Mis-
sion Hospital. While these rec-
ognitions highlight the efforts
of individual teams, they also
validate the overall exceptional
care at Mission Hospital and I'm
so proud of all of our colleagues
who contributed to that care,”
said Greg Lowe, President, Mis-
sion Health.

Healthgrades evaluates hos-
pitals solely on clinical outcomes:
risk-adjusted mortality and com-
plications. By focusing on what
matters most, patient outcomes,
the Healthgrades ratings provide
critical feedback for both pa-
tients and hospitals. By offering
easy access to objective perfor-
mance measures, Healthgrades
gives consumers the informa-
tion they need to find a hospital
that excels in providing the care

they need. And, by shining a light
on strengths and weaknesses, the
Healthgrades ratings help direct
hospitals to opportunities for clin-
ical improvement. The 2024 hos-
pital assessment evaluated patient
mortality and complication rates
for 35 common conditions and
procedures at approximately 4,500
hospitals nationwide to identify
the top performers.

In the 2025 North Caro-
lina State rankings, Healthgrades
found Mission Hospital to be No.
1 in the state for Critical Care; Car-
diology; Stroke Care and Gastro-
intestinal Care, Medical Treatment
and Surgery. In addition, Health-
grades put Mission Hospital in the
top 5% of the nation for Treat-
ment of Stroke, Prostate Surgery,
Overall GI Services; Gastrointes-
tinal Surgery; GI Medical Treat-
ment; Critical Care; Surgical Care;
and Outpatient Joint Replacement.

Mission ~ Hospital — also
achieved numerous five-star rat-
ings for specialty care for 2025,
according Heathgrades research.
Mission Hospital’s Five-Star rat-
ings include: Coronary Interven-
tional Procedures; Treatment of
Heart Attack; Treatment of Heart
Failure; Defibrillator Procedures;
Pacemaker Procedures; Hip Frac-
ture Treatment; Back Surgery;
Treatment of Stroke; Treatment
of Pneumonia; Repair of Abdom-
inal Aorta; Peripheral Vascular By-
pass; Prostate Removal Surgery;
Colorectal Surgeries; Treatment
of GI Bleed; Gallbladder Removal
Surgery; Treatment of Sepsis;
Treatment of Respiratory Failure;
Treatment of Diabetic Emergen-
cies; Outpatient Total Knee Re-
placement; and Outpatient Total
Hip Replacement.

These five-star ratings reflect

... TRUMP continued from page 7

Eatly in the evening, Trump
secured 51.1 percent of the
North Carolina vote compared
to Harris’ 47.7 percent. North
Carolina was one of the impor-
tant swing states Trump needed
to secure to win the election. Ma-
con County also selected Trump

securing 14,871 votes (68.2 per-
cent) to Harris’ 6,635 votes (30.47
percent).

North Carolina also elected
a new governor with state At-
torney General Josh Stein (Dem)
defeating Lt. Gov. Mark Robin-
son (Rep). Stein received over 55

Mission Hospital’s commitment
to consistently delivering the best
care possible and places the or-
ganization in the upper echelon
of hospitals for specialty care na-
tionwide.

The 2024 Healthgrades
analysis revealed that the varia-
tion in performance among hos-
pitals continues to widen, making
it increasingly important to seek
care at top-rated programs. From
2020-2022, patients treated at
hospitals among America’s 100
Best have, on average, a 63.5%
lower risk of experiencing a
complication than if treated in
hospitals that did not receive the
award.*

“Healthgrades congratulates
Mission Hospital for being a na-
tional leader and demonstrating
a deep commitment to providing
high quality care to all patients,”
said Brad Bowman, MD, Chief
Medical Officer and Head of
Data Science at Healthgrades.
“As health systems nationwide
endeavor to elevate the quality of
care, these elite facilities provide
a roadmap for success. We com-
mend Mission Hospital for their
dedication to excellence in patient
care.”

Consumers can visit Health-
grades.com to learn more about
how Healthgrades measures hos-
pital quality and access a patient-
friendly overview of how we rate
and why hospital quality matters
here.

*Statistics are based on Health-
grades analysis of MedPAR data for
2020 through 2022 and represent
three-year estimates for Medicare pa-
tients only. Click here to view the com-
plete 2024 Specialty Awards and Rat-
ings Methodology.

percent of the vote compared to
Robinson’s 40 percent.

With over 71 percent of
the vote, Chuck Edwards (Rep)
defeated Caleb Rudow (Dem)
for US House of Representative
District 11. Incumbent Kevin

* See TRUMP page 22



Biz/Orc NEws.

Landmark Realty Group welcomes Ann
Cooper as BIC for the Highlands office

Landmark Realty Group is ex-
cited to announce the appoint-
ment of Ann Cooper as the new
Broker-in-Charge of the High-
lands office. Formetly a Broker
at Landmark’s Cashiers office,
Ann brings extensive expertise
in real estate and a profound
dedication to serving the West-
ern North Carolina community.
Carol Wilson, Director of Op-

mark in 2019. It gives me great
pleasure to now see her leading
her own office and team. Lead-
ers like Ann are the cornerstone
of Landmark’s continued success
since 2004.”

In her new position, Ann looks
forward to creating meaningful
connections with clients, help-
ing them discover the beauty
and charm of mountain living.

erations at landmark Realty
Group, expressed her enthusi-
asm for Ann’s new leadership role: “All of
us at Landmark wish Ann and her team
much success in this well-deserved new
role. Her dedication, unwavering determi-
nation, and business acumen will ensure
her continuing success. I’'m so proud of all
Ann has accomplished since joining Land-

Ann Cooper

Whether buying or selling, clients
can expect a seamless experience
rooted in Ann’s commitment to exceptional
service and client satisfaction.

For more information or to connect with
Ann Cooper, please contact Landmark Re-
alty Group’s Highlands office at 828-526-
4663 or stop in at 225 Main Street, High-
lands, NC.

From left: Highlands Rotary Bingo Caller Tracy Franklin; Super Bingo Winner Barbara Cusachs;

Friends of Highlands Wreaths Across America Coordinator Phil Potts

Bingo benefits Wreaths Across America

During the evening of October 24th,
The Rotary Club of Highlands once again
hosted the ever popular Highlands Rotary
Bingo, partnering with Wreaths Across
America for 15 rousing Bingo games, cul-
minating in Super Bingo won by Barbara
Cusachs.

The evening drew an enthusiastic
crowd at the Highlands Community Build-
ing, with proceeds supporting of the work
of Phil Potts and other volunteers for

Wreaths Across America in its mission to
“Remember the fallen, Honor those who
serve, and Teach the next generation the
value of freedom.”

The next placement of wreaths at
Highlands Memorial Park is Saturday, De-
cember 14th at 12-noon, beginning with a
memorial ceremony in the Highlands Com-
munity Building followed by wreathing lay-
ing in the cemetery.
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WHOLE LIFE
MARKET

Natural Products Store
Hours: 2am-5pm
Mon-Sat
828-526-5999

.>%

Wholelifehighlands@icloud.com
LOCATED AT 680 N UTH ST, HIGHLANDS

im ) Organic smoothie/juice
\ bar located
inside Whole
_F q L,
v Li

o T R

' Life Market

WL l'.'-_,_'_

Read Highlands Newspaper for free

from everywhere ...
on the street or on the web.

Go to www.highlandsinfo.com.

Click on Local News.

e Mlesmbingt

Creative ConcerTs SaLoN
Hair ¢ Nails * Waxing
* Tanning
* Facials
Walk-ins Welcome!
Open at 9a Tues.-Sat.
828-526-3939

Owner /Stylist:
Lacy Jane Villardo
Stylists:
Heather Escandon
Maggie Barden
Desiray Schmitt
Lauren Buckely
Nail Tech:
Jenna Schmitt

Upstairs and Across the
Walkway at Falls on Main,Highlands

3 miles from Main Street on the left
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_SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING

A prayer for
our country
and for our
president
Rev. Kirkland

‘Skully’ Knight

The Episcopal Church of
the Incarnation

Iﬁnd myself in the odd position of writing this article

a day before our Presidential election, knowing that it

will be published just after the election. It’s hard to fig-
ure our exactly what to say. In the Episcopal Church, when
we search for ways to mark our days or deal with events
that come our way in our common life, we look to The
Book of Common Prayer so that’s where I will go. Firstly,
a prayer for our country:

For our Country

Almighty God, who hast given us this good land for onr ber-
tage: We humbly beseech thee that we may ahvays prove onrselves a
people mindful of thy favor and glad to do thy will. Bless onr land
with honorable industry, sound learning, and pure manners. Save
us from violence, discord, and confusion; from pride and arrogance,
and from every evil way. Defend our liberties, and fashion into one
united people the multitudes brought hither out of many kindreds
and tongues. Endue with the spirit of wisdom those to whom in thy
Name we entrust the authority of government, that there may be
Justice and peace at home, and that, through obedience to thy law, we
may show forth thy praise among the nations of the earth. In the tinze
of prosperity, fill onr bhearts with thankfulness, and in the day of
trouble, suffer not onr trust in thee to fail; all which we ask throngh
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

There’s a reason we go the prayer book during signifi-
cant moments in our lives. There’s a lot of good stuff in
there. Reread that prayer. “Save us from violence, discord,
and confusion; from pride and arrogance, and from every
evil way. Defend our liberties, and fashion into one united
people the multitudes brought hither out of many kindreds
and tongues.” No matter the outcome of the election, the
prayer remains the same.

As I found myself gathered with a group of clergy last
week and we were all talking about the election and how
the congregations we serve might feel in reaction, we were
reminded by one colleague that whether someone feels
they have “won” or “lost” this election, that feeling will be
fleeting as we remember just how fractured and broken we
are politically.

As I'said, I am writing the day before the election, but
even so, I feel that it is safe to say how small the margin
of victory will be for whomever is elected. There is a lot
of wotk to do in our land, a lot of trust that needs to be
gained, and a lot of healing that needs to happen. Whatev-
er the outcome of this election, I hope that all of us, each
and every one of us, including our President, will work to
heal our divisions and help us to move closer to being the

United States of America.
e See SPIRITUALLY page 19

e P acEs 10 WORSHIP ®

BLUEVALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH Hwy 107N. « Glenville. NC ¢« 743-2729 « Nathan Johnson
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315 Sunday: School 9:45a.Worship | la & 7p. Bible Study 6p
Sundays: School: 10 a.m. ,Worship:| | Wed. Kidsquest 6p.;Worship 7p.
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m. Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 « 165 S. Sixth Street
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays:Worship:| |
828-269-3546 ¢ Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| | Pastor Dan Robinson * 11339 Buck Creek Road
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily
Rev.Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298 sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sundays: School at 9:30;Worship 10:30 Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p
CHAPEL OF THE SKY HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Sky Valley. GA « 706-746-2999 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376
Sundays: 10 a.m.Worship; Holy Communion |st & 3rd Sundays In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 909a Bluegrass and | la Traditional
The Rev'd Dr. Michael Matlock, Rector www.highlandsmethodist.org
464 U.S. Hwy. 64E, Cashiers, NC HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
CAC@christanglicancashiers.org * 828-743-1701 2152 Dillard Road * 526-9741
Sunday: 9a Fellowship; 9:30a Adult Christian Ed; 10:30a Rev. Ken Langsdrof
Holy Eucharist Wed: 6p Bible Study and Prayer Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
Pastor Brent Metcalf * 743-5470 www.cashiers.church MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
Sun. S.S 9:30a,10:45a; Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals 10am.; 8 miles south of Highlands on N.C.28 S in Satolah
Wed. 6pm supper and teaching. Pastor Zane Talley
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| |. Choir:6 p.m.
Pastor Jim Kinard Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| la.m. MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m. Franklin « 828-634-1312 * mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m. Services: Ist Fri.and 3rd Sat.; Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com * 526-4685 743-2583 « Independent Bible Church
3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC  Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church. 4224 Big Ridge
Sun: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am (4.5 miles from NC 107)
Wed.:Youth 5:30-7pm;Women'’s Bible Study: Mon. 4:30pm, Tues. Weds:Youth Group 6 p.m.; Bible Study 6:30 p.m,;
10am; Men’s Bible Study:Wed. & Thurs. 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY CATHOLIC CHURCH
706.746.3144 + 696 Sky Valley Way #447 Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone — 526-2418
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas Tues. - 9:30am; Thurs. - 9:30am; Sat. 4pm; Sun. - | lam
Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION Rev. Marty Kilby
Rev.W. Bentley Manning, Rector * 526-2968 Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship —I | am.& 7
5th and Main streets * www.incarnationwnc.org Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
Sunday: Rite |, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite Il with Choir 10:30 SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
am in Sanctuary, VWed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, 290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates * 526-3212
Morning Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel Sun.: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
828-526-4153 « www.fbchighlands.org Pastor Rev.Andy Cloer
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor ¢ 220 Main Street, Highlands Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:I | a.m.
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m.
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am;Women’s 10:30 am ST.JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH Mass: Tues. noon (Latin).Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon; Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a
Emily Wilmarth, pastor, Kelley Connelly Asso. Pastor THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
828-526-3175 - fpchighlands.org 1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: » 743-2359 » Rev. Rob Wood
Sun.:Adult Ed.: 10 a.m;Worship || a.m. Sunday Rites-Holy Eucharist 9 & || am; Coffee Hour
Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m.Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p following | | am Service
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH Bazaar Barn is open Friday & Saturday |0a-2p
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com
Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:| | am Our Bazaar Barn is open Thurs. - Sat. 10a -2P
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship 85 Sierra Drive. Franklin * uufranklin.org
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers Sunday Worship - | | a.m.
www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814 WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Services: Sundays |0am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers *828-743-2122
HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:| | am




Highlands Police entries from
Oct. 26. Only the names of persons
arrested, issued a summons/cita-
tion, issued a Class-3 misdemean-
or or those of public officials have
been used.

Oct. 26

* At 9 a.m,, officers responded to a
call of a larceny of vehicle parts and ac-
cessories valued at $114 from Reeves/
Ace Hardware.

Oct. 27

* At 2:09 p.m.,, officers responded to
a call of a breaking and entering of a resi-
dence on Oak Lane.

Oct. 28

* At 1:45 p.m,, officers responded to
a 2-vehicle accident on S. 4th Street.

Oct. 30

* At 10:34 a.m,, officers responded
to a 2-vehicle accident on NC 28 (Wal-
halla Road).

Oct. 31

* At 3:30 p.m. officers responded to
a one-vehicle accident in the Hudson Li-
brary parking lot.

Nowv. |

* At 3:58 p.m.,, officers responded to
a one-vehicle accident on Mr. Lori Drive.

Nov. 2

* At |l am, officers responded to
a report of someone obtaining money
under false pretenses, forgery and credit
card fraud from a local resident at a store
in High Point, NC where $1,053.15 was
taken.

Nov. 3

e At 11:52 a.m,, officers responded
to a one-vehicle accident on Brewster
Lane.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue
log from Oct. 26.

Oct. 26

* At |:48 p.m,, the dept. was first-
responders to a location on US 64 west
(Franklin Road).

* At 5:13 p.m,, the dept. responded
to a fire alarm at a location on Spring
Street.

Oct. 27

* At 8:17 a.m,, the dept. responded
to a fire alarm at a residence on Straw-
berry Lane.

* At 10:02 a.m,, the dept. was first-
responders to a location on Half Mile
Drive.

* At |1:52 a.m,, the dept. responded
to a call of a possible fuel spill on Foreman
Road.

* At 1:27 p.m., the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Hudson Road.

Oct. 28

* At 2:19 p.m, the dept. provided
public assistance at a residence on Cole
Mountain Circle.

* At 402 p.m., the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on Eastover
Drive.

* At 6:38 p.m,, the dept. investigated
the cause of smoke a location on NC 106
(Dillard Road).

Oct. 30

* At 10:16 p.m., the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Cobblestone
Drive.

Oct. 31

* At 10:59 p.m.,, the dept. provided
public assistance at a location on Carolina
Way.

Nowv. |

* At 3:55 p.m., the dept. responded to
a call of a possible motor vehicle accident
on Mt. Lori.

Nov. 2

* At 12:15 p.m,, the dept. responded
to a fire alarm at a location on Skyline
Lodge Road.

* At 2:28 p.m,, the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Azalea Circle.

* At 6:12 p.m,, the dept. responded to
a call of a possible chimney fire at a resi-
dence on N. 4th Street.

* At 8:28 p.m., the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a location on Spring Street.

* At 8:56 p.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on Bowery Road.

Nov.3

* At 1:32 p.m, the dept. investigated
the cause of smoke at a residence on
Sherwood Forest.

* At 1:50 p.m,, the dept. investigated
a controlled burn at a location on N. 4th
Street.

Nov. 4

* At 1:26 p.m., the dept. responded to
a motor vehicle accident on the Franklin
Road (Gorge Road).

NOTE:

“Public Assistance” responses can
mean various things: keys locked in ve-
hicles, batteries in a smoke detector and
more.
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..BEAR continued from page 1

Sec. 6.5-37 to ‘hunt, kill, or take, or in any
way molest wildlife in the vicinity of Lake
Sequoyah.”

This incident is under investigation,
and HPD is working jointly with the North
Carolina Wildlife officers assigned to the
Highlands area.

To report additional information,
contact HPD Captain Leah McCall at
828.526.9431.

The 2024 bear hunting season in
Western North Carolina is October 16 —
November 18 and December 11 — Janu-
ary 11. To hunt bears in North Carolina,
hunters need a valid hunting license with
big game privileges, a Bear Management E-
Stamp, and dogs or blinds.

Hunting is prohibited in many pro-
tected areas, including national parks, state
parks, and bear sanctuaries. Hunters are al-
lowed on private property with the owner’s
permission, as long as it’s not within Ashe-
ville city limits.

Hunters are also required to submit
a premolar tooth from a bear to the NC-
WRC for tracking purposes.

Hunting is one of the primary ways to
manage bear populations. Other methods
include practicing BearWise, which means
never feeding or approaching beats, secur-
ing food and garbage containers, cleaning
and storing grills, not leaving pet food out-
side, and removing bird feeders.

— Submitted

.SPIRITUALLY continued from page 18

And finally, for whomever it may be, a prayer for our President of the United States

and all in Civil Authority:

O Lord our Governor, whose glory is in all the world: We commend this nation to thy merciful care,
that, being guided by thy Providence, we may dwell secure in thy peace. Grant fo the President of the United
States, the Governor of this State, and to all in authority, wisdom and strength to know and to do thy will.
Fill them with the love of truth and righteonsness, and matke them ever mindful of their calling to serve this
people in thy fear; through Jesus Christ onr Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit,

one God, world without end. Amen.

Presenting
Sponsor & Host

Pat Allen

® FREE ADMISSION
BRING CASH

THURSDAY
NOVEMBER 14

6:30-8:30 PM
Highlands Community Building -

THE LONG ROAD HOME...
WNC HURRICANE RELIEF
BINGO NIGHT

@ COST: $15 FOR 15 GAMES
RAFFLE TICKETS: $5 EACH OR $20 FOR 5

& FOOD AND DRINK WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE

TABLE
SPONSORSHIPS
AVAILABLE FOR

$200!

869 N. 4th Street (next to the ball field)

Club of Highlands
Chartered 1945

Questions? Contact Bob Baxter

at (404) 713-7864 or
rbax47@gmail.com

Bingo is sponsofed by the Rotary Club of Highlands and is licensed by the state of North Carolina.
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HIGHLANDS CHURCH PR, e Cosmos Flowers
9a Sunday mornings 1gn 1 herapeutic, Full Service Florist
LIVE STREAM: Andy Stanley Mental Heel Therapy snd Suppor: Servies Cosn Store: 828-526-0044
oo o Nicole Dilbeck, LCMHCA d VOSTOS el 828-200-6101
Following Jesus makes your life better, nicole@aligntherapywnc.com BT TEOWERS oimosflowersnc@gmail.com
And makes you better at life! www.aligntherapywnc.com 95 Highlands Plaza
L ) ) %28-?%6—633(})_{_ — . Follow us
. ocations 1n rranklin an 1ghlanas, T | d facebook
For details, text Bee at 404-307-1415 “? ”ngiiﬂoiﬂowliin?

Paul Corbin

Owner LISA THOMPSON
DOG SITTING
« daily drop-in visits
. ight &
A&O LANDSCAPING SERVICES, LLC Sty ot & extended

the hemlocks
on 25 acres at the basg
of Whiteside
Mountain.

« dog walking

828-371-2240 828.424.4637
pcorbin| 631 @aol.com

Highlands Automeotive CHESTNUT STORAGE Kim’s Compassionate Care

Skilled Hands & A Warm Heart

Service o ; NC Storage Units Available
& - . ~ Inspection Secure 24-Hour Access Kimbe”y Ferrell
i : . Easy In - Easy Out . . . .
Repa'r ; Station Great Rates - Groat Terms Certified Nursing Assistant/Caregiver
1 K i -

CPR Certified

Call today to find out why we’re .
; “Highlands Premier Facility” 30+ years experience
e References Available

@ 828-787-2360 it 828-482-1045 Lok for our sign! 828-347-2542

Buck Creek Rd - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Road near the hospital

2851 Cashiers Road * highlandsautomeotive.com

360 MAIN STREET

° Grading 828-200-9217 Fully Insured
: ESTATE JEWELERS OF
¢ Excavating HIGHLANDS
* Driveways cR:ra't‘el -
¢ Build sites enta’s o SN 5 .
. Available a 5 e N, e .
e Hauling + 4 W5 5, S
e Septic Systems ; 4 < 2 ':5\,,#‘;;7 .*
Ol = . i '3
Edwin Wilson MENDGZATREE Expl-:m- ”'Lr '* -‘f."'-*:"' o o
Cell (828) 421-3643 Quality Tree Care & Removal 18+ years ,_ ';‘ﬁ 3 f-_'-' :
‘il -
Office/fax (828) 526-4758 estimates@mendozatree.com Q‘ \,H# E i
wilsongrading@yahoo.com mendozatreeservices.com aﬁ i""& X
: y 864-481-0598 =
_ r INFOECOUNSELING-CENTER.ORG A 3
48 LOCATED AT THE PEGGY CROSBY CENTER
COUMNSELING & 348 5. 5TH STREET. HIGHLANDS, NC 28741 €3 - E\v" Ehnv
CEMNTER _ 4 OFFICES: 201, 203 & 210 .-.‘! i
HIGHLANDS, MNC i . . e = : \
: - COUNSELING-CENTER.ORG &2 I.llilllllltl‘llﬂllt l.'lnlr! St s
Call: 828-526-1960 %

: .'-;UE STRIVE TO STRENGTHEN FAMILIES AND INDIVIDUALS
. : \.‘ &
BY PROVIDING ACCESS TO OUALITY MENTAL HEALTH T.:t ITH BEE "BZE -

SERVICES REGARDLESS OF FINANCIAL ABILITY. Emall .lnﬂnghlamls@gmall nnm




4
. Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Off ce: 828-526-8784
ryan.bears@allentate.com

vavavavavavava
PORTFOLIO

mtntours.com
Nantabale Viational
Forest: Permifted

> 828-526-9325 «

Generators aren’t just a “thing” we do,
generators are all we do!

Al Stoneham

Realror-Broker

Luzury Home Specialist
Licensed in NC & GA

Cell: 828-332-9767
al.stonecham@allentate.com

PORTFOLIO
INTERNATIONAL

ALLEN TATE REALTORS/PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP
HIGHLANDS/SCAINMGUNTAIN/CASHIERS

Kiln dried
FIREWOOD

Delivery or pickup

2460 Cashiers Road « Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com
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e CLASSIFIEDS ®

LOST

LOOKING FOR THE RIGHTFUL
OWNER of a canoe that was left at Mirror
Lake bridge. If you are missing an Old Town ca-
noe, please call 205-577-6630. (st. | 1/7)

FOR SALE

PETS FOR SALE - Shih Poo Puppies.All
shots. Call 706-970-1558. (st. | 1/7)

LAND FOR SALE - 3 tracts, 7.5 miles
south of Highlands, 8.64 acres with spring, by
far the best view in the area at $200,000; 6.12
acres with spring (already subdivided into 2,
3-acre lots) $140,000; 3.99 acres with south-
ern exposure, $70,000. 828-974-1137. (11/28)

SEASONED FIREWOOD - Any size
load. call 828-342-6806. (st. 1/25)

TINY HOME LOTS FOR SALE. $55k-
$85k ea. Each lot comes with water, power, and
sewer run to each lot. www.TinyMountainEs-
tates.com for more info. (st. | 1/22/24)

RV_SITE - class A only - in Wildflower
Creek RV Resort. Just minutes from Highlands
and Sky Valley. Full hook-up, concrete pad, land-
scaped and storage shed. $195,000. For more
info call 828-421-1709 or email bobnnancync@
gmail.com. (st. 1/25)

FOR RENT

HIGHLANDS COMPLETELY FUR-
NISHED 2BD, IBA COTTAGE. Starlin mov-
ies, water included. $2,000/mth. Text 828222-
9319. (st. 10/17)

SEASONAL NEW LOG CABIN ON
SAGEE DRIVE. 2 bedroom & 2 bath suites
on Creek. | 1/2 mile to downtown. Monthly or
seasonally $8,700 (1) month $7,200 (3) Months.
email: renee7726@gmail.com (st. 5/2)

WORKFORCE HOUSING - 2 bed-
room/2 bath and 3 bedroom/2 bath with be-
tween Highlands & Cashiers. Includes hi-speed
internet, water, & washer/dryer. No dogs. In-
quires, Marcy_(706) 982-0444 or (828)-482-
4239, (st. 5/2/24)

HELP WANTED

Church Organist. Lake Toxaway UMC, wor-
shiping in a historic 100+ year old Gothic-Re-
vival building, seeks a talented organist to help
lead its 10am Sunday services. New 2 Manual
Allen Digital organ and Roland electric piano.
No choir/rehearsals. Three hymns, offertory,
plus pre and postludes. Please inquire to admin-
istrator@]laketoxawayumc.org. (11/14)

SERVICES

CAREGIVERISITTER with 40 years ex-
perience available for part-time personal care,
errands, transportation, meals, etc. Highlands
full-time resident. Robert Doe 828.399.0262.
(st.8/29)

MURPHY’S PAINT CO. - interior/ex-
terior painting/sheetrock repair/wallpaper re-
moval/log homes/decks. Insured. Free estimates.
828-332-0525 or 828-421-8600. (12/26)

NEED FURNITURE MOVED ORANY-
THING HAULED AWAY? Call or text James
of Going Gone at 828-421-2655. (3/28)

ANYTHING GOES CLEAN-UP
SERVICE Complete property cleanup - house,
garage, property, etc. Call at 828-200-2855. (st.
9/28)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN
VINSON: scanning photos, slides & negatives to
CD or DVD for easier viewing.Video transfer to
DVD. Everything done in house. Leave message
at 828-526-5208.

Business Card Ads

$22 for BW
$27 for color

Classified Ads

$10 for 10 words. 30 cents for
each additional word.
$2 for color highlight
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THE
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Highlands ® Cashiers ® Atlanta

828.200.3050

bobhenritze@gmail.com ® www.firewoodcompany.net

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO COMMUNITY OUTREACH

VIS . - o]
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ﬁ.N UPS'I.':ALE FEESM.E STORE WITH 10,000 SQ FT
OF SHOPPING!

: 1.-;,|-I'_'.l.1r_||-J o
‘#’;\
r B
BAZAAR BARN

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO DOMATE, CONTACT SKIP RYAM AT (228) 124-2588

1846 HWY 107N in Cashiers

{Across from Blue Ridge School)

FRIDAY & SATURDAY
10AM-2PM

Rotary learns
about Special
Liberty Project

The Rotary Club of High-
lands recently enjoyed an inspiring
program from Jessica and Cory
Merritt, founders of the Special
Liberty Project.

A Franklin-based retreat, the
Special Liberty Project is focused
on bringing physical and emotion-
al strengthening to our veterans
and their Gold Star families.

The mountain retreat expeti-
ence provides veterans, widows,
families opportunities for nur-
turing and healing with horses
(SERVS), and other outdoor edu-
cational experiences. Retreat spon-

Blz@RG NEWS .

From left: Randy Foster, President, Rotary Club of Highlands; Cory Mer-
ritt, Co-Founder, Special Liberty Project; Jessica Merritt, Co-Founder and
Executive Director, Special Liberty Project; Bill Swift, Assistant Governor,

Rotary District 7670)

sorship and volunteer opportuni-
ties are available.

... ' RUMP continued from page 16

Corbin (Rep) defeated opponent
Adam Tebrugge (Dem) for his
third term as NC State Senator
District 50. Corbin received 66.62
percent of the vote to Tebrugge’s
33.38 percent. Incumbent Karl
Gillespie (Rep) won another term
as NC House of Representees
District 120 defeating Nancy Cur-
tis (Dem) with over 71 percent of
the vote.

The constitutional amend-
ment “to provide that only a
citizen of the United States who
is 18 years of age and otherwise
possessing the qualifications for
voting shall be entitled to vote at
any election in this State” passed
overwhelming with over 77 per-
cent voting for and 23 against the
amendment.

North  Carolina  judge
seats unopposed on ballot:

* Tessa Shelton Sellers (Rep)
— NC Superior Court Judge Dis-
trict 43A Seat 1

* Monica Hayes Leslie (Dem)
— NC District Court Judge Dis-
trict 43 Seat 4

e Kristy L. Parton (Rep) —
NC District Court Judge 43 Seat 5

* Kaleb Wingate — NC Dis-
trict Court Judge District Court
Judge 43 Seat 6

* Virginia Hornsby (Rep) —
NC District Court Judge District
43 Seat 7

* Justin B. Greene (Dem) —
NC District Court Judge District
43 Seat 2 (Unexpired term ending
2027)

Other North Carolina race
results:

* Lieutenant Governor — Ra-
chel Hunt (Dem) 49.5% to Hal
Weatherman (Rep) 47.6%.

* NC Agriculture Commis-
sioner — Incumbent Steve Trox-
ler (Rep) 52.6% to Sarah Taber
(Dem) 45%.

* NC Attorney General —
Jeff Jackson (Dem) 51.4 % to
Dan Bishop (Rep) 48.6%

* NC Auditor — Dave Boliek
(Rep) 49% to Incumbent Jessica
Holmes (Dem) 48%

* NC Commissioner of In-
surance — Incumbent Mike Cau-
sey (Rep) 52.1% to Natasha Mar-
cus (Dem) 47.9%

* NC Commissioner of La-
bor — Luke Fatrley (Rep) 52.8%

For more information visit
speciallibertyproject.org.

to Braxton Winston II (Dem)
47.3% percent

* NC Secretary of State —
Elaine Marshall (Dem) 51% to
Chad Brown (Rep) 49%.

* Superintendent of Public
instruction Mo Green (Dem)
51% to Michele Morrow (Rep)
49%

* NC treasurer Brad Bri-
ner (Rep) 53% to Wesley Harris
(Dem) 47%

The State Board states that
the unofficial results reported by
the end of election night will in-
clude about 98 percent of all bal-
lots cast in the election. However,
elections are not officially over
on election night.

In the days after the election,
bipartisan election officials in all
100 counties will ensure every eli-
gible ballot is counted.

During the “canvass” pro-
cess, election officials will audit
and ultimately certify the results.
For local contests, the county
boards will certify results on No-
vember 15. For all other contests,
the State Board will certify final
results on November 26.
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Native American Jewelry e Chambers Rca|%
Crystal & Gem Gallery Highlander &
s Mountain .
House Vacation Rentals
| &
The Ruffed
Grouse HigHancls is calling
Tavern Far from the
highlandermountainhouse.com maddening crowd.

Sales, Vacation Rentals,
and Property Management Ol‘lly 15 minutes to
Rk Highlands, this

custom built
family legacy home
has “forever” views,
3 bedrooms, 3.5 baths,

Weichert

o .~ T REALTORS
Country Club Properties : .
Your local hometown H|gh|aﬂd8 Pl’OpertIeS

Real Estate professionals.

— ==

401 N.Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741

o

34 Muin Street Higlnds NC 3 Offfices 828-526-2520 BN thPéS;Z'é-'EElZa;dS Ne .:28Szﬁ‘z’%?;m:ﬂ:mﬁ:ngwm office, 2 living rooms,
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com www.CCPHighlandsNC.com www highlandsproperties.com e wet bar.
n 3 A Crerwi A, Offered for

¥ $1,750,000

BERKSHIRE | MEADOWS MOUNTAIN
HATHAWAY | REALTY

HOMESERVICES

2514 Buck Knob Road
Scaly Mountain
MITZI RAUERS

Broker / Luxury Collection

} Specialist
Darlene Conley | [ | (a04) 218-9123
Mountain Luxury mitzi@bhhsmmr.com
Your Dream. Your Journey. YOU'RE W
HOME! i
) - L
Dedicated to finding the home you ve L

always wanted.

"y
Cell: 404-427-2448
darlene.conley@allentate.com -|-.-|| HMain

ALLEN TATE REALTORS/
PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742
AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

O Highlands
Reebes 2

Hardware

Sotheby’s

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

Team RickSteve 'q | HIGHLANDS
“The Power of 2’| |IE - CASHIERS

Trusted advisors
providing impeccable
personalized service

Highlands | Sotheby’s

114 N. 4th Street * Highlands, NC
Local Expertise, Global Connections.

Licensed in NC and GA
office: 828.526.8300 * cell: 828.337.0706
sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com * highlandssir.com

Cell: 828-787-1895
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com

W -

Slerl

Wilson ALLEN TATE REALTORS/PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP
(404) 219-1349 « HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC
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@LANDMARK

REAL ESTATE SALES & VACATION RENTALS

/ 'ﬁ

e MORE THAN 33 YEARS OF

wwe L XEMPLARY SERVICE ON THE PLATEAU

Our clientsrateus 5 out of 5 # #4454 (&= Cell: 828-736-1198

VOTED AMERICA'S BEST shiten g | | o @

ann@landmarkrg.com

JULIE OSBORN
& PAT ALLEN _
| 828200.6165 | 8282009179 Highlands
julie.osborn@allentate.com Open Year-Round « 6 days a week
pat.allen@allentate.com Soth ebvfs 343-D Main Street o 52651035
- - - en
Lunch &
4%’1 P S COMPANIES Di
%‘ pszaom ‘ Lrl) INTERNATIONAL' W = THE WORLD® Hal_n;;(r)p
&
e 5:30-9p
My deepest gratitude to my clients wwwwildihymegourme. com

; D AVI D and friends who trust me with their
real estate journeys. It is because of (w WOLFGANG'S
B O ‘ ' I< you; we can achieve great results. . RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRO

Taste the difference, Always fresh.
‘ Jody Lovell, Broker | Owner ]
B I I l L D E R S (828) 226.6303 Bistro opens at 4p
k& Dinner begins at 5:30p | ..
Number 1 Broker on MLS since 2001 o

WWW.BOCkBU' Id ers.com 828‘526‘2240 Top Broker in North Carolina, per Real Trends 474 Main Street

Top 100 Sotheby's International Realty Agent Worldwide, 2023
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Wed. through Sun.

@ ...on the Verandah
@ Restaurant
>~on Lake Sequoyah

Every home ... 828-526-2338
i 42 Years of Fine Dining

Open
5:30-9p
7 Days

a week

has a story.
Let us tell yours.

www.ontheverandah.com

MCULLEY’S

¥
S S lE CASHMERE
Deborah “Bee” Gleeson . _ Scotland’s Best Knitwear
404.307.1415 m— G HLAMDS CASHIERS =—
BeeGlee4@Gmail.com Open 7 days a week
and
Pat Gleeson HighlandsCashlersCIRE.com 526-4407
828.782.0472 210 Morth Fifth Street, 242 S. 4th St. & Pop up

on Main Street @

PatrickGl 4 il.
atrickGleeson4@Gmail.com Highlands, NC 28731




