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1/4 cent sales tax option on Nov. ballot

By Kristin Fox

At the September regular
meeting of the Macon County
Board of Education, school of-
ficials voted unanimously to pass
a resolution supporting Chap-

ter 105, Article 46 of the North
Carolina General Statutes, a one-
quarter cent local option sales
and use tax on this Novembet’s
upcoming general election ballot.

The resolution states that

“the board endorses and sup-
ports in the strongest terms
possible” the passage of the
tax increase. It also encourages
all qualified voters of Macon

* See SALES TAX page 22

Noel Buras, ). Rodrlguez and Larry Bienvue with Flrst Baptlst church members and MC Sheriff officers who gath-
ered to begin the distribution of truckloads of supplies the Buras party brought to Highlands from New Orleans
last Thursday.

— Photo by Anna Claire Ramey

Gratitude comes full circle to the
benefit of Highlands and elsewhere

By Kim Lewicki

Sometimes coming full circle
is a bad thing, but sometimes it’s
a good thing and when you add
“paying it forward” that circle of
good expands exponentially.

Since last Thursday, col-
laboration spearheaded by Anna
Claire Ramey, First Baptist

Church member and In Patient
and ER, RN Care Manager at HC
Hospital, set in motion a series of
events whose effects are being felt
far and wide.

On Saturday, Sept. 28, Ra-
mey got a call from Noel Buras
from New Oftleans, LA, who with
his family made Highlands home

while recovering from the devas-

tation of Hurricane Katrina.
“They came up after Ka-
trina, put their kids in Highlands
School and stayed until they
graduated and then returned to
New Orleans,” said Ramey. “He
said, Highlands took them in and
* See GRATITUDE page 17
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Highlands moves to help

By Kim Lewicki

Though miniscule in compari-
son, if you’ve ever tried to herd cats,
or a couple dozen middle school
kids, or coach a school team while
organizing volunteers, snacks, trans-
portation and more, then you might
of an inkling of what the rescue
teams dispersed across Western
North Carolina are up against while
accomplishing their daunting mis-
sion.

Every natural disaster requires
mind-boggling organization and
non-stop, mental and physical stam-
ina and acumen between federal,
state, county and municipal depart-
ments while ensuring survivors are
rescued, clothed, fed, cleaned, and
funds — temporary and long-term
— are dispersed. That in itself takes
mountains of paperwork performed
by scores of people both online in
person.

To accomplish all that, Gover-
nor Roy Cooper said it is taking “the
integration of our US armed forces
with our National Guard and with
our FEMA forces who are here on
the ground, with our state emergen-
cy management and state and local
law enforcement officers.”

FEMA Administrator Deanne

Criswell said FEMA has brought
in neatly 3,400 federal responders
from across the different depart-
ments and agencies to North Car-
olina. That is on top of the 1,500
personnel from the Department
of Defense and the 1,700 from
the National Guard.”

And still that’s not enough,
because it takes a village, in this
case a country — regardless of
political affiliation — to come to-
gether in various capacities to
help after a disaster.

Here in Highlands — church-
es, nonprofits, sports teams, pet-
formers, event planners — have
put in place and continue to de-
vise ways to extend help to those
people in the towns and cities in
Western North Carolina devas-
tated by Hurricane Helene.

Charlotte Muir with the
Highlands Cashiers Health Foun-
dation, Leslie Manning with Pis-
gah Legal and T] Smith with the
International Friendship Center
got with community members to
work on a plan to sustain and fur-
ther support the affected.

“At the Highlands Cashiers
Health Foundation, we have been

* See HELP page 4
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I am thankful for so many things...

even amid the tragedy and

disaster of Helene. Let me
express my gratitude to this com-
munity. I will never be able to fully
thank everyone for their support in
the recovery after the storm. People
didn’t respond to the needs of their
neighbors, friends, and community
because of expected approbations
and expressions of gratitude; they
gave their support because they are
good, decent human beings who
love people and their community.

I am thankful for our town and county
staffs and officials. No one had to ask anyone
to work beyond normal hours; every worker
knew their duty was to work until the job was
done. County Commission Chairman Gary
Shields and County Manager Derek Roland
were at Town Hall eatly in the week offer-
ing help. County Commissioner John Sheatl
worked to get the transfer station to accept
residential and commercial storm debris free
of charge. County emergency management
director Warren Cabe was in constant contact
with the Highlands’ staff to support our re-

Iam thankful for many things,
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Patrick Taylor

covery efforts. The governor and
his staff were proactive in marshal-
ing state resources. The governor
\ -~ personally called mayors, including
| myself, throughout WNC to de-
. termine critical needs in impacted
communities. Our legislative delega-
tions, Representative Gillespie and
Senator Corbin, played important
roles in marshaling resources and
support for the region well beyond
district boundaties.

While government entities
were focused on restoring infra-
structure, I am thankful for actions taken by
critical support services such as the Highlands-
Cashiers Hospital. Their staff made sure medi-
cal access was secure during this disaster. The
police, sheriff, fire, and EMT departments re-
mained open and functioned in a great coordi-
nated effort, along with NCDOT.

I am also thankful for all the nonprofit
and faith-based organizations who stepped for-
ward to make sure local needs were met. In the
coming weeks and months, these organizations
will also be committed to helping communities
that will face tremendous recovery challenges.
One does not have to ask or motivate these ot-
ganizations to respond to tragic events; it is in
their organizational DNA to do so.

I am also so thankful for the business
community’s response in Highlands. They, too,
are committed community institutions. Town
Hall was flooded with business owners offering
to help get Highlands back on its feet. These
fine folks were not concerned about money or
profits; they simply were concerned about our
residents, visitors, and workers. If T or a staff
member asked for assistance from a business, it
came forth without conditions or delay.

I am also thankful for residents who
showed great endurance and patience dur-
ing this state of emergency. Almost everyone
creatively adjusted to the power outages, com-
munication failures, and road closures. We can
all learn from this event in preparing for the
next storm. I felt sorry for our stranded visi-
tors. They, too, showed endurance and under-
standing in adjusting their plans. I hope they
will come back under better circumstances.

So, let’s all be thankful and grateful for
how everyone responded to this emergency.
We should be proud of our work. To para-
phrase Churchill, “It was our finest hour.” This
finest hour will continue to be so as we provide
support to our fellow Western North Carolin-
ians.

my best
side
When this fellow
realized he was
being
photographed,
he struck a pose.

Do youn have a heart-
o felt, funny, interesting,
| or beantiful photo you
wonld like to share in
our new  “ShapShot”
section?  Email it to
highlandseditor@aol.
com or text it to 828-
200-1371, with a brief
description and a name.
No anoonymouns photos

will be accepted.
Photo byAngle jenklns
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POST AND BEAM... WORK OF ART
4 bedrooms, 3 baths. Private gate, 4.56 Acres
Lake, walking trails, pet friendly
Offered for $2,395,000

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742
AndreaGabbard @gmail.com

Read Highlands Newspaper for free from
everywhere ... on the street or on the web.
Go to www.highlandsinfo.com. Click on Local News.
Delivered and uploaded every Thurs.AM

Peace of Mind in the Mountains

HomeWatch and Home Maintenance Services for Seasonal/Absentee
Homeowners. We look for things like storm damage, pests, moisture

and mold issues, leaky plumbing, electrical issues, vandalism and
more. Proudly serving Franklin, Lake Nantahala, Highlands, Cashiers

and Lake Glenville with thorough inspections and

qualified vendors.
ACCREDITED MEMBER

ENHWAI+|

828-421-4744
MountainHomeMinders@gmail.com
MountainHomeMinders.com
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..HELP continued from page 1

working diligently to address critical needs
and connect organizations with necessary
resources. However, the road to recovery is
long, and our work is far from over,” said
Muir. “There are still families displaced. Lo-
cal businesses have suffered tremendous
losses, and many residents are facing uncer-
tainty about the future.

“I urge our community to continue
coming together as we move forward.
There are numerous ways you can contrib-
ute, whether through volunteering, donat-
ing to local relief funds, or supporting busi-
nesses that have been affected. We are also
positioned to be a strong support for our
neighbors throughout WINC facing major
devastation,” she said.

And to thatend ...

Highlands School is accepting gen-
tly used winter clothes and backpacks for
students K-8 at a school near Boone. Do-
nations can be taken to Highlands School
through October.

Oct. 10-12, Mountain Findings is
pledging 100% of sales to fight food in-
security through Manna due to Hurricane
Helene.

On Sat., Oct. 12 at 8pm at the High
Dive in Highlands, Highlands Harmony
will be performing for MANNA whose
facility in Asheville was destroyed. A $10
donation will help MANNA Foodbank re-
stock so it can serve those in need.

On Sun., Oct. 13, donations of water,
Gatorade, canned food (with pop-tops)
and baby formula for Helene victims are
being accepted at the Community Bible
Church.

On Sat., Oct. 19, the Highlands and
Macon middle school swim teams are
teaming up for an end-of-season swim
meet at 3 pm at the Franklin Health and
Fitness Center to help some of the middle
school swim teams in Asheville hurting
badly after Helene. Donations of non-

* See HELP page 15

Breakfast
7:30-10:30a
Lunch
Ma to 3p

Open Mon. - Sat. for Breakfast & Lunch
Pet Friendly Place Where Friends Meet
With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!
Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a Gyro!
Salads e Pitas ¢ Burgers ® Philly Cheese Steak e Shrimp Pita ® Susan’s Rueben
Italian Sausage e Appalachian Fries ® Onion Rings ¢ Jambalaya ¢ Kabobs
Shrimp Gumbo e Soups

Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! e 828-482-1513
462 Dillard Road, Highlands (across from Dusty’s)

30% off aII cleaning & repairs

Open for the last 39 years, Shiraz has been offering wholesale prices to the public on its
entire inventory of genuinely hand-woven oriental rugs. Thousands of antique and
contemporary pieces from around the world.

HAND CLEANING * RESTORATIQN * APPRAISALS

Cku P

" (828) 526- 5759
Main Street * Oak Square
Highlands, NC 28741
wwwi.shirazruggalleries.com

w
TAMPA  NAPLES * SARASOTA
ORLANDO
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UNRIVALED LUXURY

290 Black Rock Circle

Highlands, NC 28741 | $625,000 | MLS #106175
Al Stoneham | 828.332.9767

0000 Big Ridge Road
Glenville, NC 28736 | $1,900,000 | MLS #104659
Ken Fernandez & Nancy Warriner | 828.507.3156
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IGHLANDS DINING ®

WOLFGANG'S

RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRO

The Secret Garden

Sandwich shop and gourmet food market
Open Year-Round
Mon.-Fri.. | 1:30a to 5p ¢ Sat. 12-5p (and during Music in the Park Saturday nights!)

Offering a variety of
hot and cold specialty sandwiches,
various salads, desserts and charcuterie pre-
pared by a Johnson & Wales certified chef. Stop
by and enjoy a hot sandwich, a cup of home-
made soup and a daily pasta salad.We have in-
door and outdoor courtyard seating, and a Iarge

Can’t linger?

3 -

Call (828) 305-7509 to place a pick-up order.
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American Cuisine with a
Creole Twist and German Flair

Celebrating Our 30th Year

Taste the Difference, Always Fresh!

Wednesday - Sunday
Bistro Opens at 4pm | Dining Room at 5:30pm

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p ¢ Sun. 11a to 7p
Closed Tuesdays

..on the Verandah

Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
42 Years of Fine Dining

Open
5:30-9p
7 Days a
Week

828-526-2338

wolfgangs.net 828.526.3554 US 64w * Highlands
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC
The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House 828-526-4035
Open for
LUNCH | WILD THYME GOU RMET |
Wednesday-Saturday I e L Rl e bl
(I):D::f?; ‘: Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
DINNER Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar 1
Wednesday-Saturday Town Square at 343-D Main St. » Highlands "lhil Cax
5:30-9p 5:30 PM
£ . Open for Open i e
— Chutdoor Dining / Dine-In At Gallery / lakesiderestamrant. info
S8 SUNDAY BRUNCH 7 Days s e e
ith Blue Grass music
a Week (A
10a-3p : m:’ ﬂ
290 Main Street * Highlands * 828-526-2590 Luncl:):i:::;.?»:BOp K.

highlandermountainhouse.com

531 Semallwood Ave 32&52&-9419 mnmmm

5:30p-9p
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HIGHLANDS BURRITO
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Friday - Saturday, 11am - 8 pm

226 South 4th Street - Highlands, NC
Highlandsburrito.com
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We need honest leadership

Dear Editor:

As someone who was born in 1944, T have lived through
decades of change, struggle, and progress in our country.
I remember, sometimes through family history, when our
nation overcame the century’s greatest challenges: the after-
math of World War II, the fight for equal rights, and our
growing awareness of the danger to the well-being of our
planet We learned that leadership matters — honest leader-
ship.

We are seeing now what division, fear, and disregard for
truth can do. It breaks my heart to think of the loss we will
face as a nation if we abandon honest leadership now. For
instance, the loss of trust in our institutions, the loss of trust
in and adherence to the rule of law and our common com-
mitment to the democratic values that have made America
the most successful societal experiment in the world.

Imagine a country where our personal freedoms will
be replaced by the values imposed by idealogues, where the
enlightenment of science will be ignored and where our sa-
cred vote is manipulated and diminished, if not eliminated
entirely. This is the America the idealogues have in mind for
all of us. They have written it all down in their manifesto,
Project 2025, a plan so far reaching that every aspect of our
private lives will be subject to it.

And while Project 2025 proposes to eliminate or greatly
diminish most, if not all, governmental provisions for the
protection and well-being of our citizens, it will raise per-
sonal income taxes on those same workers by nearly $6,000
a year. We might ask ourselves where that money is going if
not for the common good.

Mase Lucas
Scaly Mountain

Disaster relief available or not?

Dear Editor,

Project 2025, the 900+ page blueprint for a Repub-
lican administration, will be in force if Trump becomes
President. It recommends the elimination of the National
Weather Service (NWS) and a major breakdown of its par-
ent founded in 1970, the National Oceanic and Atmosphere
Administration (NOAA).

If The Heritage Foundation’s Project 2025 document
recommendations were in place today, we in North Carolina
would be in a much larger world of hurt. The 4-5 pages of
changes listed in this document would unfortunately make
what we’re presently going through look like a piece of cake.

Thomas E. Gilman who wrote this Project 2025 section
on eliminating disaster services says “The NOAA (which in-
cludes the National Weather Service) should be broken up
and downsized.”

The 400+ Republicans who completed this document
agreed to the recommendations. How many of them know
what we’re experiencing today in North Carolina, the South-
east?

Trump said these exact words in Florida in support
of Project 2025. “The Heritage Foundation would lay the
groundwork and detail plans for exactly how our MAGA
movement will do it.”” And they did. When you read those
crucial five pages of Project 2025 you will see how disaster
assistance will be torn apart.

°| FTTERS®

Craig Fugate, former FEMA administrator tells us,
“Project 2025 doesn’t exactly call for the elimination of the
National Weather Service (NWS). It places restrictions on
it. These restrictions include (1) determining the amount
and type of research allowed by the government, (2) limit-
ing the access of information forecasters have to predict
how to prepare for disasters, (3) doing away with the cen-
ters that concentrate on specific climate issues such as The
National Hurricane Center.

The downsizing and breaking up of the NOAA and
NWS would eliminate storm updating and tracking infor-
mation currently provided, do away with federal funding of
flood insurance, cut FEMA benefits and eliminate jobs of
people who help us deal with disasters.”

Amy Sherman, a PolitiFact checker said “These ate the
facts. Project 2025 undermines NOAA and the National
Weather Service services to the public.”

These weather people are not politicians trying to get
elected. These are people who are trying to keep us safe.
Knowledge is our connection. People who are trained and
know how to help us are our salvation in these critical times.

On September 26, the Biden-Harris Administration
declared a federal emergency in North Carolina and di-
rected FEMA (the Federal Emergency Management Ad-
ministration) to coordinate disaster relief for us. Governor
Cooper reports that as of September 30, 57,000 North
Carolinians have applied for relief and funds are starting
to be distributed.

Please Pass This On: To find disaster relief, to apply
for disaster relief, to find a local shelter or to volunteer to
help, contact https./ /www.disasterassistance.gow.

Shirley Cunningham,
Highlands

The Republicans are
waging a war on voting

Dear Editor,

Voting is the foundation of our democracy, but lately,
this right is under attack by the Republican Party. Across
the US,, Republicans are passing laws that make it harder
to vote, especially for marginalized communities, young
people, and people of color. From stricter voter ID laws to
reducing early voting, the goal is clear: they’re trying to limit
who can vote. With 4 weeks left before the election, they
are running roughshod over state voting laws in an effort
to suppress votes.

Recently, Republicans have unabashedly pushed to
change Nebraska’s Electoral College system, moving away
from splitting votes by district to a winner-takes-all sys-
tem. This is being openly described as a means to weaken
the voices of diverse voters in areas like Omaha, aiming
to make it harder for Democrats to win. Fortunately, this
change was stopped by a Republican lawmaker, Mike Mc-
Donnell.

A few weeks ago in Georgia, the decision to hand-
count ballots has sparked serious concerns. While it might
seem like a way to ensure accuracy, the reality is that it will
cause delays, especially in densely populated areas where
marginalized communities live. The time-consuming nature

* See LETTERS page 10
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Each Friday and Saturday night from May through
October, the Highlands Chamber of Commerce/
Visit Highlands, NC hosts live music downtown.

Join. s for our el concert!
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Highlands is an investment in a way of life

s you may have heard
(and probably expe-
rienced),  Hurricane

Helene was a force to deal
with. Meteorologists estimate
over 40 trillion gallons of wa-
ter fell across North Carolina
and other places in the Appa-
lachian Mountains!

We had some issues here
with power and phones, but
thanks to the dedicated teams
of electrical lineman, and

helping hand. When people
get together to help, things
get done for the common
good!

Now that we have re-
bounded in our local atea,
it is time to help others that
are mobilizing to help the
devastated areas to the east
of us like Rosman, Brevard,
Asheville, Marion, Spruce
Pine, Burnsville, Boone, Ban-
ner Elk, Newland and others,

many members of the High- Werr otts too numerous to mention.
lands community, all roads are Country Club)l;roper'ties of These places were devastated
open and water, power and Highlands by this storm and will require

phones are currently restored.  More than 5 generations in  months and possibly years of

The community re- Highlands
828-421-3417

ally came together during this
weather event and we were
able to recover from this several days faster
than anticipated, which is just another great
reason to live here!

The Town Hall, Recreation Park, and
several other establishments opened up
during the storm despite limited resources,
and were able to help ensure people had ac-
cess to things that they needed.

Neighbors cut out roads, dtiveways,
and removed trees from houses to lend a

effort to recover from this
disaster.

Please do what you can
and lives will be saved, I know that High-
lands and the surrounding area will go
above and beyond to give assistance and to
help out neighbors, near and far.

Highlands is an investment in a way
of life! We are so blessed to live here, and
it is my hope that we can continue to be
a shining light in the Appalachians during
this trying time.

All shows take place from 6 - 8:30 p.m.

Proudly Serving Our
Mountain Communities.

Over 25 years of time-tested investment discipline,
helping clients achieve their goals.

Town Square | 343 Main St.

Gtrdlas on Tine

Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park
Pine St.

Featuring a variety of popular,
regional bands and musicians

Showcasing traditional
mountain music and local talent

OCTOBER 4 OCTOBER 5
Zorki Thirsty Horses

Donald Jowdy, Founder
Highlands Tampa - Highlands

7 SUNCOAST

Robin Cook
Sanibel - Highlands

Marci Sherwood

OCTOBER 11
The Foxfire Boys

OCTOBER 12

Nu Blue (/
Highlands | Tampa | Sanibel

828-487-8009 | SuncoastEquity.com | 431 N. 4th Street, Highlands 28741

Investment advisory services are offered through Suncoast Equity Management, LLC,
a Securities and Exchange Commission Registered Investment Advisor.

EQUITY MANAGEMENT
=3 PROSPERITY ADVISORS

visithighlandsnc.com




> e

The main house has 4bed/4ba a
free-standing guest quarters with one
bedroom, one bath. The dwellings
are completely renovated and ready
to move in. Updated, professionally
designed kitchen, exterior Carolina
Room with a fireplace. is grandfa-
thered for rental with the town, has
ample parking and a usable yard. Of-
fered at $3,250,000. mls #103911

Million dollar views minutes from
downtown Highlandsin VZ Top.
Upper level unit with one-level living
Two bedrooms, two updated baths,
an open kitchen with breakfast bar,
living room with a wood burning
fireplace, and custom built-ins. Of-
fered at $530,000 mls # 104136

Located in the wonderful Highgate
community just beyond Highlands
Country Club, this 4 bedroom 5 bath
is located on one level with a level us-
able lot. The living areas are open and
spacious with heavy beams and walls
of French doors that open onto a cov-
ered porch with fireplace. There are 5
additional fireplaces in the living and
bedroom areas. The primary bedroom
has 2 accessible baths and additional
den. The lower level has a game room
, garage, and huge basement storage
areas. This is one of the most reason-
ably priced homes in the Highgate
area and a do not miss. Offered at
$2,899,000. mls#104513

Own a truly unique Highlands Cabin!
Located less than 3 miles from Main
Street and having over 19 acres of
usable land, this true log cabin was
added to an existing farmhouse, barn,
meadow, views off the upper tier. A
blank canvas to improve to your per-
sonal taste and have a family heirloom
for another chapter. 4 bedrooms,
stone fireplaces, retro kitchen, fan-
tastic sleeping porch. This property
has endless possibilities! Offered at
$3,575,000. mls #103398

S . a
Cabe Place. Freshly renovated with
real wood doors and shiplap, this
3 bedroom, 2 bath has good rental
history and is a nice getaway, or for
year-round living, Recently renovated
kitchen, and baths. Custom fire pit
and masonry pizza oven. A very nice
home just waiting for you! Offered at
$925,000. mls #103899

All you need ate clothes and a tooth-
brush to move into this completely
furnished home. Two bedrooms, two
baths on a secluded hill in town. Gas
fireplace for those chilly nights. Full
kitchen, nice covered and open deck
to enjoy. Covered carport and ample
parking. All for only $615,000. mls
#104652

ST e i
This authentic Highlands Charmer
is located close to town on all paved
roads. Home sits level to entery and
has a side yard with a firepit, view of
Mirror Lake The cottage has a kitch-
en/dining toom, ptimary bedroom
and bath on the main level with porch.
The terrace level has a living room that
opens to the side yard, 2 bedrooms
and a bath. This one is a grandfa-
thered Short-Term Rental. Ready to
use. Furnishings negotiable. Offered
at $749,999. mls #104017

Need a great storage building for cars
or an office with a half bath and stor-
age? This lower-level storage condo
is just what the doctor ordered. Will
hold several cars. Offered at $300,000.
mls #103900

Highlands Cove at Old Edwards Club
This lovely condo features easy access
directly Off of Highlands Cove Drive
and is close to the clubhouse, swim-
ming, tennis courts, and Golf course.
Three bedrooms, three baths, all on
the main level, Coffered High ceilings,
move in condition. Lovely decks and
porches to enjoy the cool summer air.
Furnishings are negotiable. Offered at
$899,000. mls #105964

¥ il g R, _"_.'.
Located close to town, this cottage
features 2 bedrooms and 3 baths. One
car garage could be converted to a
family room. 3 levels that house a livin-
groom/kitchen/dining on main, bed-
room and bath on 2nd level. Primary
bedroom, bath, den and full bath. A
patio-deck overlooking rushing water
of the Cullasaja River overflow from
Mirror Lake. Offered at $499,000. mls
#103969

A must see! This home is only 1 1/2
miles from the center of Highlands.
Move-in ready with all furnishings
included and lots of updates. Expan-
sive deck with long range views. The
main level has primary bedroom and
bath with double vanities and walk
in shower. Lower level has two more
bedrooms and a bath with a soak-
ing tub. Offered at $1,175,000. mls
#104361

Move-in condition, off Buck Creek
Road on Western Rhodes Road. 3
bedrooms, plus additional flex spac-
es. Multiple fireplaces. Open Great
Room concept with custom kitchen,
plank wood floors, stone fireplace
in the Covered porch with hot tub
spa. Masters on main and upper
floors, plus guestrooms Offered at
$1,895,000. mls #100481
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viainsreet COUNTRY CLUB PROPERTIES ;. rrean

Wright Sq. 828-526-2520 | www.ccphighlandsnc.com | ccp4terry@gmail.com

One-of-a-kind  mountain  cottage
minutes from downtown Highlands.
Home is bordered by its own majes-
tic waterfall. Enter across the rocking
chair front porch the open-concept
kitchen/dining/living  room  area.
Updated kitchen, an original stone
fireplace, beautiful wood floors, and
vaulted ceilings. Two bedrooms and
a shared bath flank one side of this
open living space and a spacious mas-
ter suite and screen porch flank the
other. Also a cute guest cottage with
a bath and kitchenette. Great vaca-

tion rental. Offered at $1,985,000. mls
#10451

- L sowi g AL
At Highlands Mountain Club. 2 bed-
rooms, 2 baths, great screened in
porch. View overlooks a pristine lake.
Open pass through kitchen/dining
living makes entertaining a breeze,
Furnishings negotiable. Offered at
$575,000. mls #104466

& 1

Lovely year round living with this 3
bed/3 ba dwelling that has a small
yard. The house has a nice living room
and open dining and modern kitchen.
split bedrooms each with baths. rear
deck and a covered side porch. Lower
level has a bedroom and bathroom, 2
car garage and great workshop with
storage. In excellent condition. Of-
fered at $695,000. mls#103898
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Wh settle for a copy
when you can own an original?

They don’t make ‘em like this anymore. They may try, but in today’s
crank-‘em-out, copy cat world, their efforts fall short. Corners are cut.
Originality is sacrificed for homogeneity — for the lowest common design
denominator that will appeal to more people. This home isn’t that.
This home is a true original and has the pedigree to prove it.

Overlooking the historic Donald Ross
golf course in Highlands Country Club,
this charming 4BR/4BA cottage was
built in 1940, establishing it as one of
the “grande dame” homes in Highlands.
Details you won't find in today’s homes,
such as scalloped wood trim, give it an

+ Wall of windows in the dining room

« Exquisite antique Belgian tiles in the
kitchen, along with stainless appliances
and countertops, blend vintage
elegance with modern convenience

Don’t miss your chance to own an original.

abundance of character. Featured Contact Dinah today!
highlights are: MLS# 105748 | $2,999,000
« Views of the 17th hole of the golf course  DINAH DAVIS

828.200.2486

from the stone front porch

. . dinah.davis@bhhsmmr.com
» Living room with wormy chestnut walls

and a double-sided stone fireplace ~
shared with the dining room ‘/”“ Y

J¢

BERKSHIRE | MEADOWS MOUNTAIN |
HATHAWAY L B4

"'v

HOMESERVICES

REALTY

488 Main St, Highlands | MeadowsMountainRealty.com /

—
©2024 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, g i
LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are  / _Fﬂ
registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal ,f" @ ] " r;

i i

/ L

Housing Opportunity. h %,’ :
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..LETTERS continued from page 7

of hand-counting can increase the chances
of human error and disproportionately
affect voters in densely populated areas,
often home to marginalized and minority
communities, by creating logistical bottle-
necks and delays. Any perception of bias in
choosing which ballots to count could un-
dermine fairness and transparency. In 2020,
Trump and his colleagues illegally asked
Georgia Board of Elections to find more
votes to give him the win.

And, in North Carolina, the RNC and
state Republicans challenged the use of a
valid state approved student ID for voting.
In this case a judge saw fit to block this at-
tempt. We are all well familiar with the con-
stant re-drawing district lines to dilute the
voting power of certain groups.

Also, in North Carolina, the RNC
filed a new lawsuit against the North Caro-
lina State Election Board alleging officials
are legally permitting overseas voters who
don’t reside in the state to participate in its
elections. The complaint takes issue with
how the board is applying North Carolina
Uniform Military and Overseas Voters Act
(UMOVA) which allows for military mem-
bers and US citizens living abroad to vote in
state and federal elections.

At the national level, House Speak-
er Mike Johnson, backed by the former

President, recently attempted to tie a voter
suppression measure to the 2025 budget
through a stopgap spending bill. Specifical-
ly, the bill included a provision that would
require states to demand proof of citizen-
ship when registering to vote which aimed
to disenfranchise a significant portion of
the population, particulatly women (who
may have changed names upon marriage),
minorities, and low-income individuals,
who may not have easy access to documen-
tation such as passports or birth certificates.
Fortunately, it could not get the votes from
either party to push it through.

These efforts aren’t about making the
voting process secure —they’re about hold-
ing onto power by limiting access to vot-
ing. Rather than winning elections fairly, it
seems Republicans are resorting to voter
suppression. We must protect the right
to vote for everyone. Voting should be a
simple and accessible right, not something
only available to certain groups. Every citi-
zen deserves to have their voice heard. No
matter who you are voting for in the up-
coming election, please make sure you atre
still registered and do vote and make your
voice count!

Lyn de la Houssaye
Highlands

Pam Nellis

Cole Fuhrman

801 SPLIT RAIL ROW

$2,200,000 | MLS 104075 | 3 BED | 4 BATH

CHRISTIE’S

(828) 787-1895| pam.nellis@yahoo.com

(843) 576-9653 | cole@landmarkrg.com

HIGHLANDS
CASHIERS

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE

LANDMARK

NEAL ESTATE SALES AVAONON R MIALS




Highlands Newspaper -Thurs., Oct. 10, 2024 - 828-200-1371 - Page 11

SCASOI.

\o\c

¢
r lovedones closear
]Q theB‘eaﬂty of the SEe

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY | MEADOWS MOUNTAIN REALTY

HOMESERVICES

WWW.MEADOWSMOUNTAINREALTY.COM | (828) 526-1717
488 MAIN ST, HIGHLANDS | 2334 CASHIERS ROAD, HIGHLANDS | 196 BURNS ST, CASHIERS

©2024 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire
Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity.
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It’s Leaf-looker time in Highlands!

Highlands Mercantlle on Main

WESTMAN ATELIER

MERE HATURAL S0P

PINE TAR
BaTwEAL & e (TECEITIE & 03 548

Fine goods for your family and home.
Books ¢ Chocolates * Coffee * Guy Gifts e Home ¢ Skincare
322 Main Street, Highlands ¢ 828-482-0818

€ Joinrie-0

338 Main St.
526-4777

JTHE NOLLY GRAEEI

Beudn
Trunk Show
Nov. 9

Shop
clothes, home, gifts
& more
at
The Molly Grace!

(Across from Town Hall)
(828) 526-8390
207 N 4th St., Highlands

5. gth Street
526-4473

Stylish hats at affordable
prices!
Visit The Highlands Hatter
To get your
Hattitude adjusted!

Open |10am Daily
828-482-1920
221 N. 4th St.

(Across from Town Hall)

FINE LINGERIE

468 Carolina Way,
Highlands
828-371-7890

haleysfinelingerie@gmail.com
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It’s Leaf-looker time in Highlands!

PLA
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P SURROUMD TOURSELF IN SOFFNESS
COS*LLA‘

JULIE VOS _[9. /.. 6&4«/

JOHNNY WAS

DRIFTWO2D

TRE »~

& DIy SIng

HTGRUANDS, N C

Gourmet Kitchenware

o Cookware
» Bakeware
o Cutlery
« Gadgets
o Tabletop
e Stemware
« Small Appliances

(828) 526-5226
450 Main St.

Come shop all our
new fall arrivals.
Summer clearance
still happening...

21t %

A Highlands tradition since 1940
Our 84th season on Main Street

Lulu Bleu Woman's Boutique

142 Hwy 107 Cashiers, NC

326 Main St. Highlands
828.482.4375

828.482.5011
Open Year Round

¢ Tinctures and oils
e Hemp products
* Jewelry/accessories
® Felt decor
¢ Dreamcatchers
e Local art
® Candles

(828)421-3546
361 Main St e Highlands
(Next to Annawear)

326 Main St. Check out our new store in Cashiers! Order online at www. H ighlands Mon.-Sat.10a-5p * Sunday 12-5p
828-482-4375 Lulu & You— 142 HWY 107 [acebook.com/LuluBleuNC 828-526-3160
Books | (& Mmm Crecion | |Come see our by
Lok & You| Glfts Fall arrtvalst | |~y ERRITY
{ - Her ( COLLECTIONS
Modern MTN Life o 4
Open Mon - Sat 10-5 Ho;-ne \ '{““ & : -_. P‘nﬂAW{AK ]ewe[iyfor
,:;T-;ig# ﬂ. 1, - :.-= * Free Peo.plé ;I:)T;L ff()e]':)/
* Michael Stars Occasion!

*Vintage Havana

Jeans by:
Joes « AG

* Matisse

355 Main Street
(in The Galax Theatre

526-4660

352 Main Street, Highlands
828-526-4994
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WHAT IS THE TRUTH ABOUT
IMMIGRATION?

[X] MYTH 1: The Biden administration has opened our borders letting

in millions of undocumented migrants.

m TRUTH: The rate of undocumented immigrants crossing our border
has plummeted since 2020. Illegal or undocumented immigrants are
only a fraction of the people coming into the U.S. The vast majority
are documented, have gone through our system and are entirely
legal. Over 17,000 agents are currently protecting our border.

[X] MYTH 2: Undocumented immigrants are a drain on our health care

and social services.

|Z[ TRUTH: Access to public services for undocumented immigrants is
restricted, and many contribute economically without receiving
benefits. Documented immigrants often don’t even qualify for

government benefits.

[X] MYTH 3: Immigrants don't contribute to Social Security or Medicare.

M TRUTH: Documented immigrants overall pay the same taxes as
citizens; in recent years undocumented immigrants have paid
nearly $12 billion annually in state and local taxes.

[X] MYTH 4: Violent crime is soaring “through the roof” due to an

influx of illegal immigrants.

|Z[ TRUTH: Research consistently shows that undocumented immigrants
are less likely to commit violent crimes than U.S. citizens.

10, 2024 - 828-200-1371

Immigrants, whether legal or undocumented, have proved less likely = =

than US-born citizens to commit crimes. According to Reuters, crime
rates in border towns are lower than those in other cities.

MYTH 5: lllegal immigrants are stealing our jobs.

|Z[ TRUTH: Immigrants are in fact taking jobs that US-born citizens are
less willing to do, such as farm work, domestic help and childcare,
and they create jobs by starting small businesses. Immigrants
contribute substantially to the good of our country’s economy and

wellbeing.
A bipartisan bill introduced into Congress by

added 20,000 border patrol agents, built hundreds of miles of fence, added
greater high tech surveillance equipment and increased the number of immigration
judges to expedite processing. The bill passed the Senate with bipartisan support;
however it was killed in the House because former President Trump needed to
campaign on the immigration crisis rather than solve it. President Biden has
taken decisive steps to strengthen the US border security. Vice President Harris,

if elected, will sign this bill into law.

the Biden administration would have

&,

Paid For By Indivisible Highlands

L

Thurs.-Sun. Oct. 10-12

* Mountain Findings is pledging 100%
of sales to fight food insecurity due to Hut-
ricane Helene.

Thurs., Oct. 10

* Pisgah Legal Services’ 14th Annual
Justice Forum. Reception 5:30pm; Forum
7pm. Tickets to the reception are $125/
person and include food and drink. Ad-
vance registration is required at www.pis-
gahlegal.org/justiceforum. In Highlands,
the free livestreaming of the event will be
at PAC. Questions? Email Leslie@pisgah-
legal.org

¢ OEI’s The Orchard Sessions with
Erick Baker. Light bites, a cash bar 6-8 p.m.
$40. Book Online: https:/ /www.simpletix.
com/e/erick-baker-orchard-sessions-at-
the-farm-tickets-149415.

Fri., Oct. 11

* Priday Night Live music on Main
Street’s Town Square 6-8:30 p.m. — The
Foxfire Boys

* OEI’s Chef Dinners at The Farm.
GREAT BRITAIN CELEBRITY CHEF
PHIL VICKERY. Book Online at OldEd-
wardsHospitality.com/ChefDinners

Sat., Oct. 12

* Highlands Heritage Jamboree with
traditional music, BBQ & Moonshine at
KH Founders Park 4:30-7:30p featuring
Nu Blue.

* At the High Dive at 8pm, Highlands
Harmony will be performing for MANNA.
A $10 donation will help MANNA Food-
bank restock so it can serve those in need.

Sun., Oct. 13

* Donations of water, Gatorade,
canned food (with pop-tops) and baby for-
mula for Helene victims are being accepted
at the Community Bible Church.

Oct. 16-26

¢ At PAC, Mountain Theatre Com-
pany presents The Burnt Park Boys. For
tickets go to boxoffice@mountaintheatre.
com.
Fri., Oct 18
* At Hudson Library in Highlands,
Arts & Crafts of Bhutan with Dennis
Desmond at 4 p.m. sponsored by the Arts
Council of Macon County. Sat., Oct. 19

* Highlands and Macon middle school
swim teams are teaming up for an end-of-
season swim meet at 3 pm at the Franklin
Health and Fitness Center to help some
of the middle school swim teams in Ashe-
ville hurting badly after Helene. Donations
of non-perishable food, hygiene products,
medical supplies, blankets, blowup mat-
tresses, clothing, card games, books, and pet
supplies can be taken to the Highlands Rec
Park Pool and the Franklin Health and Fit-
ness Center.

* HiGHI ANDS EVENTS ®

Sat., Oct. 19

* At Hudson Library in Highlands,
Arts & Crafts of Bhutan with Lama Yeshe
Palmo, a retited Buddhist nun now resid-
ing in Otto, Tales of the Thangkas, Part 1.
Sponsored by the Arts Council of Macon
County.

* At 3 pm, the Cashiers Historical So-
ciety will host New York Times bestselling
author Anne Byrn at the Albert Carlton -
Cashiers Community Library. Reservations
not required. To learn more about the
event, please contact CHS at (828) 743-
7710 or at info@cashiershistoricalsociety.
org.

Tues., Oct. 22

* HCH’s Dinner with Doc - Surgical
services options at HCH such as general
surgery, hand surgery and colonoscopies
- James Osborne, MD, 6-7p in Whiteside
Cafeteria. For more information, call 828-
526-1345. Attendance is limited to 50 peo-
ple. A buffet-style dinner will be provided.

Thurs., Oct. 24

* Highlands Parks and Recreation will
have a Halloween Spooktacular Event on
Thursday night from 5:30-7:30pm. The
event will include pumpkin decorating,
face painting, apple bobbing and other
games geared to ages 5-10, but everyone
is welcome.

* Bingo for Wreaths Across America
6:30-8:30p at the Community Building,

MOVIES
at PAC’s MLPC

507 Chestnut St. Highlands

PRRERLE W o

LY [ THEATERS ALWMST 39

Sat. & Sun.Oct. 12-13
2 & 5:30p

Tickets:
Adults: $13.20 « Children: $11
boxoffice@
highlandsperformingarts.com

828-526-9047
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perishable food, hygiene prod-
ucts, medical supplies, blankets,
blowup mattresses, clothing, card
games, books, and pet supplies
can be taken to the Highlands
Rec Park Pool and the Franklin
Health and Fitness Center.

Proceeds from the Erick
Baker Orchard Session at OFEI’s
The Farm were donated to the
Highlands Emergency Coun-
cil and MANNA FoodBank in
Asheville.

In addition, Old Edwards
Inn has donations boxes set up
at Half-Mile Farm and also the
Inn’s front desk in town for soaps,
shampoo and toiletries as well as
canned goods and non-perishable
food supplies which will be taken
to Asheville and local food banks
and towns in need.

Art Highlands Gallery artists
are giving percentages of their
sales to the recovery efforts. The
Stubborn Bull restaurant will have
their art on display for diners to
enjoy and consider purchasing,

High Country Wine + Pro-
visions is donating a portion of

all October and November sales
at both High Country Wines and
Davis Family Vineyards to disas-
ter relief efforts in Western North
Carolina.

During One Wicker Cheese
Company’s “A Taste of NC” event
Oct. 24, 25% of all ticket proceeds
and 10% of in-store sales will go
directly toward WNC cheesemak-
ers impacted by Hurricane Helene.
To purchase tickets www.onewick-
ercheesecompany.com.

HCA Healthcare is contribut-
ing $1 million — $250,000 to the
United Way of Asheville and Bun-
combe County to help with im-
mediate natural disaster response
and long-term support for flood
victims; $250,000 to the American
Red Cross of North Carolina to
help support its shelter locations;
and an additional $500,000 will be
donated to other community part-
ners that provide direct support
for hurricane-related issues.

And  because  businesses
across Western NC have been af-
fected, Brookings in Highlands
and Cashiers is accepting mon-

etary donations through the end
of 2024 for the fly-fishing com-
munity whose businesses have
been destroyed and disabled due
to Helene.

The funds will be dispersed
for long-term recovery. To make a
donation, call the Highlands store
at 828-482-9444 or the Cashiers
store at 828-743-3768.

Highlands Events, presenter
of Highlands Food & Wine festi-
val set for Nov. 10-13, will be do-
nating $125 for every ticket to the
Sunday, Nov. 10 “Shot at Redemp-
tion” event purchased from Oct.
11 through Nowv. 10. Highlands
Festivals, Inc. will donate the funds
directly to: BelLoved Asheville,
Equal Plates Project, Highlands
Emergency Council, Highlands
Food Pantry, and Southern Smoke
Foundation. In addition, those
who aren’t attending the event can
donate at www.highlandsfoodan-
dwine.com; 100% of these dona-
tions will go directly to the funds.

The Rotary clubs have a do-
nation site set up in the old Bank

of America building at Carolina
* See HELP page 16
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It’s Sweater Weather!

at

N ancy s & The Exchange

for

en

828-526-5029
2060 Dillard Rd, Highlands
2 miles south of Main, Highlands

PEN
ouse

OCTOBER 12TH | 12pm - 3pm

75 Hemlock Woods Drive, Highlands
Wildwood Mountain

Beautiful furnished home with over
3,000 square feet Priced at $1,280,000

LISTED BY TeamRickSteve

Rick Harrison 404.906.5113
Steve Sheppard 404.219.1349

T
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Statement from
o———= Former Republican

Vice President Dick Cheney
“He can never be trusted with power again.
As citizens, we each have a duty to put

country above partisanship to defend our
Constitution. That is why | will be casting my
vote for Vice President Kamala Harris.”

by the Highlanas Democratic Precinct Committee

..HELP continued from page 15

Way and Fourth Street drive thru lane.
Open daily 2-4pm for donations. The needs
across the region change rapidly. To see
the list of most needed items please go to
https:/ /mtrgives.org/disaster-relief-dona-
tion. The clubs have sent trucks to Marshall
and Arden this past week. For more infor-
mation contact Cathy Connolly Hudson at
919-259-1027.

With the Now. 5 election looming, the
North Carolina State Election Board has
initiated measures to help eligible voters in
the affected areas cast their ballot either in-
person or by mail.

In addition, the state board will help
county boards of elections in Western
North Carolina administer this election un-
der extraordinarily difficult conditions.

Early voting is still set to begin Thurs.,
Oct. 17 in all 100 counties. Early voting may
look different than expected in some of the
13 hatdest hit counties, but it will go on.

State Board of Election officials said
they will continue to work with emergency

The Coolest Golf Course
in Georgia

Sky#Valley

COUINTRY CLUB

¢ Incredible Views
® Par 72 Championship Course
stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
® Open Daily ® Year-Round e Public Golf
2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta ® 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC

For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals,
please call 706-746-5302
www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

COREY JAMES GALLERY

& Estate Consignments

Bronze sculpture * Paintings
Vintage & Antique Collectables &
Furniture - Costume Jewelry

"‘:"\5 o R
(828) 526-4818

On the corner of 3rd & Spring

management officials, the county boards of
elections, and the U.S. Postal Service to en-
sure robust voting options for absentee and
Election Day voting;

“We will move forward, adapt to the
circumstances these counties and voters
face, and ensure every eligible voter is able
to cast their ballot in a safe and secure man-
net,” they said.

Macon County Sheriff Brent Hol-
brooks echoes what law enforcement orga-
nizations across the region feel -- that their
offices recognize that their strength lies not
just in law enforcement, but in the spirit of
NC’s extraordinary communities.

“As we continue to navigate the recov-
ery process, we remain deeply thankful for
our community’s support and resilience.
We are not just a sheriff’s office, we are
part of alarger family. The partnerships we
build, rooted in gratitude and compassion
will forever strengthen the bonds that keep
our community thriving.”’

HAGANE
LN D vR

Fine Gardens
Native Plants
HOA Submittals
Walls & Grading

Masterplans

N

Call us today to schedule
your closing

Enjoy Cool Fall Evenings

in your New SPA
HOT SPRINGS
AR~ POOLS & SPAS
HOT TUBS / RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL
556 Highlands Rd Franklin, NC e 828.369.287|

SINCE 1989
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took care of them after Katrina
and he wanted to repay the favor
by taking care of Highlands —and
beyond.”

On Thursday, Oct. 3, Bu-
ras, his son-in-law Highlander
and Highlands School graduate
J.J. Rodriguez and co-worker and
friend Larry Bienvenu, pulled up
to the First Baptist Church in
Highlands with three truckloads
of supplies which included six
pallets of water, a pallet of Gato-
rade, a pallet of sodas, a box truck
of food -- canned goods, chips,
crackers, and much more -- and
a trailer holding a 100-gallon fuel
tank of gasoline and empty five-
gallon jugs.

A “free store” has been set
up in the church for Highlanders
in need, particularly those who
went without power or water
for more than a week — it’s open
Monday-Friday, 9a to 4:30p, but
a good amount of the supplies
have gone to areas hardest hit by
Hurricane Helene.

“Noel  brought endless
amounts of supplies and because
he felt so much support after Ka-
trina and also because he has been
through hurricanes and knows
the needs, he just wanted to give
back,” said Ramey. “He has such
a giving spirit. Even though he
doesn’t live here anymore, he has
come full circle.”

Buras’s plan was to first see
to Highlands’ needs and then to
offer what he had for relief ef-

forts elsewhere. Consequently,
relief efforts by the MC Sheriff’s
Office, the Rotaties in town and
churches have taken Buras’s extra
supplies to the small towns around
and north of Asheville — Canton,
Candler, Marshall, Burnsville, and
Glen Alpine — who don’t have re-
sources but are in dire need and
are suffering terribly.

Also last Thursday, the own-
ers of Kilwin’s here in Highlands,
Ashley and Landon Clark, sent
a truck up from Greenville, SC,
loaded with food, diapers, baby
wipes, water, feminine hygiene
products, bathroom products and

more. Those supplies are also fu-
eling relief efforts beyond High-
lands.

Derek Taylor, owner of High-
lands Decorating Center, supplied
a truck so the Rotaties could cart
extra water brought by Buras to
Marshall.

This past Friday, Highlands
United Methodist Church mem-
bers and members of the High-
lands Fire & Rescue Dept. filled
a truck with extra supplies left by
Buras and headed for Spruce Pine
which is now a distribution spot
for Glen Alpine, Burnsville, Mar-
shall and beyond.

Thanks to donations made by Buras and the Clarks, distribution to those in
need beyond Highlands took on a life of its own. this past Friday with sup-
plies destined for Spruce Pine.

— Photo by Kim Lewicki
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Through the help of Buras
and Clark — as well as the dona-
tions made by Highlanders — a cit-
cle of help and hope has extended
far beyond Highlands.

“We have a great community

that rallies around each other, and
I have been beyond speechless at
how we have rallied for the com-
munities surrounding us, too,”
said Ramey.

Beauty Specialists

Danielle

e Hair Cuts and Color
e Eyebrow Tints and Facial Waxing
e Dermalogica Facials

Adriana

322 Main St Highlands NC
828-482-1112

LASER

A

REJUVENATE

CEMNTER

OBAGI .,

.
7 |
}.

FRAMKLIN: 828-349-1280

HIGHLANDS: B2B-482-4430

www.rejuvenatelasercenter.com
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_SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING

~m| The mysterious
power of love

Pastor Mark Ford
First Baptist Church
Highlands

I et me begin this submission with quoting two Scrip-

tures which drive its message. “God is love” (I Jn. 4:8)
and “Greater love has no one than this, than to lay
down one’s life for his friends” (Jn. 15:13).

The first text refers to the source of the mysterious,
Divine love that permeates our world when allowed to ef-
fulgently radiate through God’s people and at times mani-
fested in the darkest of places and times in conspicuous
ways.

The second text speaks of the sacrifice that is demand-
ed of genuine love. I was privy to witness both facets of this
powerful love during this past week after the great storm
called Helene.

First, one would have to be extremely hardened not to
have witnessed and experienced the presence of love in so
many places as people in Highlands reached out to others
in need and hurt.

I was reminded of the familiar story of the Good
Samaritan. What distinguished him from the others who
passed by the wounded, half-dead man on the road was his
compassion. What motivated him to help was a deep, seated
love and pity — the translation of “compassion.” “When he
saw him, he had compassion” (Lk. 10:33).

1 saw this love, felt this love, as T witnessed the endeav-
ors of God’s people at work — and this is as it should be (I
John 4). Love in God’s people radiating outward to others.
But I also acknowledge this love among others regardless of
creed or persuasion.

I saw a great deal of sympathy, empathy, pity, and care
for the strangers around us who needed help in their time
of crisis and great loss.

I witnessed that God had pricked the hearts of many
people who may have never darkened the doors of a church,
much less be a believer. I explain this as nothing other than
the powerful, mysterious love of God raising up may souls
to do His work of mercy and grace.

As believers we are motivated by the fact that God first
loved us in the gift of His Son Jesus Christ, and therefore
we are to love God and others, starting with the household
of faith. We are motivated to love and have compassion be-
cause God’s love abides in us.

As for the unbelievers, I hope they realize that the com-
passion and empathy they felt and motivated them to give
was the mysterious, powerful love of God for people, and
He used them to help. In other words, the storm Helene
gave us floods and destruction, but God countered with
showers of His presence and manifest effulgent expres-
sions of love in believers and unbelievers that could only
be attributed to God, “who is love” — one of several of His
Divine attributes.

Second, the sacrifice demanded of genuine, God-like

e See SPIRITUALLY page 22

e P aceEs 1o WORSHIP ®

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315 Hwy 107N. » Glenville. NC ¢ 743-2729 * Nathan Johnson
Sundays: School:10 a.m.,Worship:1 | Sunday: School 9:45a.Worship | la & 7p. Bible Study 6p
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 Wed. Kidsquest 6p.;Worship 7p.
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m. HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 « 165 S. Sixth Street
828-269-3546 * Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays:Worship:1 |
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| | HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH Pastor Dan Robinson ¢ 11339 Buck Creek Road
Rev.Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298 The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily
Sundays: School at 9:30;Worship 10:30 sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
CHAPEL OF THE SKY Sunday Worship is at 9a.VWednesday Worship is 6:30p
Sky Valley. GA « 706-746-2999 HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Sundays: 10 a.m.Worship; Holy Communion Ist & 3rd Sundays Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
The Rev'd Dr. Michael Matlock, Rector 909a Bluegrass and | la Traditional
464 U.S. Hwy. 64E, Cashiers, NC www.highlandsmethodist.org
CAC@christanglicancashiers.org ¢ 828-743-1701 HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
Sunday: 9:30a Adult Christian Ed; 10:30a Holy Eucharist 2152 Dillard Road * 526-9741
Wed: 6p Potluck, Bible Study Rev. Ken Langsdrof
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
Pastor Brent Metcalf » 743-5470 www.cashiers.church Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
Sun. S.S 9:30a,10:45a; Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals 10am.; MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
Wed. 6pm supper and teaching. 8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH Pastor Zane Talley
283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m. Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| |. Choir:6 p.m.
Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m. Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Pastor Jim Kinard Franklin * 828-634-1312 * mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship: | la.m. Services: Ist Fri.and 3rd Sat.and Rosh Hashanah & Yom
I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m. Kippur.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m. MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH 743-2583 + Independent Bible Church
www.cbchighlands.com ¢ 526-4685 Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church. 4224 Big Ridge
3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC  Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins (4.5 miles from NC 107)
Sun: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am Weds:Youth Group 6 p.m.; Bible Study 6:30 p.m,;
Wed.:Youth 5:30-7pm;Women'’s Bible Study: Mon. 4:30pm, Tues. OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
10am; Men’s Bible Study:Wed. & Thurs. 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro CATHOLIC CHURCH
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone — 526-2418
706.746.3144 + 696 Sky Valley Way #447 Tues. - 9:30am; Thurs. - 9:30am; Sat. 4pm; Sun. - | lam
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday Rev. Marty Kilby
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship —I | am. & 7
Rev.W. Bentley Manning, Rector * 526-2968 Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
5th and Main streets * www.incarnationwnc.org SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
Sunday: Rite |, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite Il with Choir 10:30 290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates « 526-3212
am in Sanctuary,VWed: Healing Eucharist |2 pm in Chapel, Sun.: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.
Morning Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS Pastor Rev.Andy Cloer
828-526-4153 » www.fbchighlands.org Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| | a.m.
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor ¢ 220 Main Street, Highlands Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m.
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am ST.JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am;Women’s 10:30 am Mass:Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon; Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
Emily Wilmarth, pastor, Kelley Connelly Asso. Pastor 1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: » 743-2359 « Rev. Rob Wood
828-526-3175 - fpchighlands.org Sunday Rites-Holy Eucharist: 8a.9:30 & | la
Sun.:Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.;Worship || a.m. Visit our website www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com for
Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m.Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p schedules of activities.
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH Our Bazaar Barn is open Thurs. - Sat. [0a -2p.
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:l | am 85 Sierra Drive. Franklin  uufranklin.org
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS Sunday Worship - | | a.m.
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
242 Hwy 107N. /4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers *828-743-2122
www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814 Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:| | am
Services: Sundays |0am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm




Highlands Police entries from Sept.
23. Only the names of persons arrest-
ed, issued a summons/citation, issued a
Class-3 misdemeanor or those of public
officials have been used.

Sept. 23

* At 3:44 p.m,, officers responded to a
2-vehicle accident on Main Street near 3rd
Street.

* At 3:45 p.m,, officers received a report
of exploitation of a disabled elder and obtain-
ing property by false pretenses when almost
$20,000 was taken from a bank account and
withdrawn from an ATM.

Sept. 24

* At 8:40 a.m.,, officers responded to a
I -vehicle accident on Old Walhalla Road.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue log
from Sept. 24.

Sept. 24

* The dept. investigated the cause of
smoke on Oak Street

* The dept. responded to a call of a pow-
er line down on N. Cobb Road.

* The dept. responded to a motor ve-
hicle accident on Buck Creek.

* The dept. was first-responders to a
residence on Satulah Road.

Sept. 25

* The dept. was first-responders to a
residence on Leonard Road.

* The dept. responded to a fire alarm at
a location on Main Street.

* The dept. responded to a call of a pow-
er line down on Hospital Drive.

* The dept. responded to a fire alarm at
a residence on Satulah Falls Lane.

* The dept. was first-responders to a
residence on Old Walhalla Road.

Sept. 26

* The dept. responded to a fire alarm at
a location on Main Street.

* The dept. responded to a motor ve-
hicle accident on Old Walhalla Road.

* The dept. was first-responders to a
residence on Dog Mountain Road.

Sept. 27

* The dept. responded to a call of a pow-
er line down on US 64 west (Franklin Road).

* The dept. responded to a fire alarm at
a location on Clubhouse Trail.

* The dept. responded to a call of trees
down with vehicles blocked on US 64 west
(Franklin Road).

* The dept. responded to a call of power
lines down on US 64 east (Cashiers Road).

* The dept. responded to a call of a tree
on house at Highlands Mountain Club.

* The dept. participated in a swift water
rescue off Shortoff Road.

Sept. 26

* The dept. responded to a call of a tree
on house at a residence on Smallwood Ave.

Sept. 28

* The dept. provided public assistance at

a location on Oak Street.

* The dept. responded to a call of a power
pole on fire on Wilson Road.

Sept. 29

* The dept. was first-responders to a resi-
dence on Laurelwood Lane.

* The dept. was first-responders to a resi-
dence onTurtle Pond Road.

* The dept. responded to a call of a mud
slide at a location on Split Rail Row.

* The dept. responded to a call of a mud
slide at a location on Bowery Road.

Sept., 30

* The dept. was first-responders to a resi-
dence on Whiteside Mountain Road.

* The dept. responded to a fire alarm at a
residence on Bowery Road.

* The dept. responded to fire alarm at a
location on Spring Street.

* The dept. responded to a fire alarm at a
residence on Turtle Pond Road.

Oct. |

* The dept. provided mutual aid to Ca-
shiers FD on a structure fire at a residence on
Round Hill Road.

* The dept. responded to a fire alarm at a
residence on Spring Street.

* The dept. responded to the call of a gas

leak at a residence on Harbison Orchard Road.

* The dept. provided traffic control at
Highlands Falls Country Club.

* The dept. responded to a Co2 alarm at a
residence on Valentine Lane.

* The dept. responded to a fire alarm at a
residence on NC 106 (Dillard Road).

* The dept. was first-responders to a loca-
tion on Main Street.

Oct.2

* The dept. responded to a fire alarm at a
location on Spring Street.

* The dept. provided public assistance to
unlock a vehicle on NC 106 (Dillard Road).

* The dept. was called to investigate a pos-
sible land slide on Riverwalk Drive.

Oct. 4

* The dept. was called to investigate a mis-
cellaneous fire a Memorial Park and US 64 east
(Cashiers Road).

* The dept. responded to a Co2 alarm ata
residence on Harbison Orchard Road.

Oct.5

* The dept. responded to a fire alarm at a
residence on Morewood Circle,

* The dept. responded to a fire alarm at a
residence on Arnold Road.

* The dept. responded to a Co2 alarm at a
residence on Worley Road.

* The dept. was first-responders to a resi-
dence on Cherokee Drive.

* The dept. responded to a fire alarm at a
residence on Morewood Circle.

Oct. 6

* The dept. responded to a fire alarm at a
location on Log Cabin Lane.

* The dept. was first-responders to a resi-
dence on Shadow Creek Lane.
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CELEBRATING HIGHLANDS" HERITAGE
FEATURING TRADITIONAL MUSIC.
DANCING, BBQ & MOONSHINE

PERFORMANCES BY
THE RENOWNED BAGPIPERS.
CONCERT BY NU BLUE.

Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park
Saturday, October 12,
4:30-7:30pm

}ng/

Highlands Chamber of Commerce/

Visit Highlands, NC visithighlandsnc.com
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HIGHLANDS CHURCH Paul Corbin Cosmos Flowers
9a Sunday mornings Full Service Florist
LIVE STREAM: Andy Stanley Cogmog  Store: 828-526-0044
©c oo s Cell: 828-200-6101
Following Jesus makes your life better, T T HOWERS cosmosflowersnc@gmail.com
rd s you better at life! A&O LANDSCAPING SERVICES, LLC .\f 95 H;iTII::CVdZSPIaza
828-371-2240 ,Xh Insta
g T gram and facebook
FOI‘ detalls, teXt Bee at 404'307'1415 Pcorbin I 63 I @aOI.Com @cosmosflowersnc
CHESTNUT STORAGE
Storage Units Available 1 DOG SITTING
Secure 24-Hour Access . .
Easy In - Easy Out Inie « daily qrop-m visits
Great Rates - Great Terms i { ’ :;/aerglght & extended
the hemlocks Call today to find out why we’re [l B ) Iki
on 25 acres at the base sy AL VAL W b= - dog walking
of Whiteside “Highlands Premier Facility” ; . 828.424.4637
Mountain. 828-482-1045 Look for our sign!
Buck Creek Rd - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Road near the hospital

Highlands Automotive

Call Raul Kim’s Compassionate Care
Service - . NC 706-982-3803 Skilled Hands & A Warm Heart
& # - ~ Inspection 706-970-7638 Kimberly Ferrell
Repair S A Station 828-347-0255 & Certified Nursing Assistant/Caregiver
GRADING, INC. ?gf (e:::stiziderience
@ K B354 '__:: b - i ] G d-valen:i:gcrladil?g@gr;aii:l.f:o-m Wall Reerences A\P/ailable
Auroiese rading e Lot Clearing e Retaining Wa
828-787-2360 Driveways e Septic Placement 828-347-2542

2851 Cashiers Road ¢ highlandsautomeotive.com

° Grading 828-200-9217 Fully Insured 360 MAIN STREET
: : ESTATE JEWELERS OF
* Excavating HIGHLANDS
e Driveways :"a't‘el i
* Build sites enas e :
- Available U5 @ W T T :
e Hauling = W g
* Septic Systems L e v T ':’“’#{,;‘7 -
Yol o =
. \AZ: I -- 13 sy :
Edwin Wilson M NDQZATREE ExPEnT ”"Lr . 2 £
Cell (828) 421-3643 Quality Tree Care & Removal |8+ years _,_ ,’.ﬁ 3 f -
3 i n n -
Office/fax (828) 526-4758 estimates@mendozatree.com Q‘ % \ﬂ-# :;5 =
wilsongrading@yahoo.com mendozatreeservices.com aﬁ i"”1 =T
: y 864-481-0598 = SIG"
_ i INFOECOUNSELING-CENTER.ORG € ' ' 2
e LOCATED AT THE PEGGY CROSBY CENTER
COUNSELING S 348 5. 5TH STREET, HIGHLANDS, NC 28741 ©» - - E\,"Ehnv
CENTER A OFFICES: 201. 203 & 210 9%‘ % ;
HIGHLAMDS, MC o . : . - “x
" WE STRIVE TO STRENGTHEN FAMILIES AND INDIVIDUALS Bal Zﬂ I!En '-\_ kY
BY PROVIDING ACCESS TO OUALITY MENTAL HEALTH T.lt ITH BEE "BZE =
SERVICES REGARDLESS OF FINANCIAL ABILITY. Emall .lnﬂnghlamls@gmall nnm




Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Off ce: 828-526-8784
ryan.bears@allentate.com

mtntours.com
Nastabalo National
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e CLASSIFIEDS ®

FOR SALE

LAND FOR SALE - 3 tracts, 7.5 miles south
of Highlands, 8.64 acres with spring, by far the best
view in the area at $200,000; 6.12 acres with spring
(already subdivided into 2, 3-acre lots) $140,000;
3.99 acres with southern exposure, $70,000. 828-
974-1137.(11/28)

SEASONED FIREWOOD - Any size load.
call 828-342-6806. (st. 1/25)

TINY HOME LOTS FOR SALE. $55k-$85k
ea. Each lot comes with water, power, and sewer
run to each lot. www.TinyMountainEstates.com for
more info. (st. | 1/22/24)

RV _SITE - class A only - in Wildflower Creek
RV Resort. Just minutes from Highlands and Sky Val-
ley. Full hook-up, concrete pad, landscaped and stor-
age shed. $195,000. For more info call 828-421-1709
or email bobnnancync@gmail.com. (st. 1/25)

FOR RENT

> 828-526-9325 «

Generators aren’t just a “thing” we do,
generators are all we do!

Al Stoneham

Realtor-Broker
Luzury Home Spectalist

Licensed in NC & GA

Cell: 828-332-9767
al.stonecham@allentate.com

ALLEN TATE REALTORS/PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP
HIGHLANDS/SCAIM@GUNTAIN/CASHIERS

SEASONAL NEW LOG CABIN ON
SAGEE DRIVE. 2 bedroom & 2 bath suites on
Creek. | 1/2 mile to downtown. Monthly or season-
ally $8,700 (1) month $7,200 (3) Months. email: re-
nee7726@gmail.com (st. 5/2)

WORKFORCE HOUSING - 2 bedroom/2
bath and 3 bedroom/2 bath with between High-
lands & Cashiers. Includes hi-speed internet, water,
& washer/dryer. No dogs. Inquires, Marcy_(706) 982-
0444 or (828)-482-4239, (st. 5/2/24)

HELP WANTED

Align Therapeutic .

Nicole Dilbeck, LCMHCA \
nicole@aligntherapywnc.com
www.aligntherapywnc.com
828-526-6370 I
Accepting New Clients

in Franklin and Highlands, NC

Kiln dried
FIREWOOD

Delivery or pickup

2460 Cashiers Road « Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com

Growing Happiness One Stem at aTime!

Local NE Pumpkins and
Georgia Flower % ? Gourds
Farm °
°. Weekly
Mobile ? Flower
FIowef; farlor , P Subscriptions
- A = .
Events ST e ﬂ;- ) Weekly
Aaron & Justyne \SJ i ij” Flower
Reese L | Subscriptions
8283422740 ' y

randrflowerfar_m-@gmail.com

Facebook: R&R Mobile Farm and Cart/Instagram:@randrflowercart

LUPOLI CONSTRUCTION is hiring a
Bookkeeper/Accounting Coordinator. Full-time, in-
person, compensation based on experience. Must
have experience in Construction Accounting. Con-
tact regina@]lupoliinc.com, 770.757.5004 (st. 9/19)

TRAINED SINGER NEEDED TO CAN-
TOR Sunday morning Masses at Our Lady of the
Mountains (Highlands) and St. Jude (Cashiers / Sap-
phire) Catholic churches. Qualifications: strong vocal
and sightreading skills; technical ability to access mu-
sic digitally; experience singing in liturgical settings;
commitment to Sundays, Holy Week, Christmas
services. Pay negotiable. Contact: 828-526-2418 or
olmountainshighlands@rcdoc.org.

ORGANIST/PIANIST NEEDED to play for
| lam Sunday worship services and Wednesday eve-
ning choir rehearsals (5:30-7pm) at First Presbyte-
rian Church, Highlands, NC. $24K annual salary. No
administrative duties involved. Our organ is a circa
2004 |6-rank 2 manual Wicks pipe organ. For more
information, contact Angie Jenkins, Director of Mu-
sic Ministry @ 828-200-0183. (st. 6/13)

ESTABLISHED CUSTOM HOMEBUILD-
ER IN HIGHLANDS/CASHIERS area looking
for project superintendent to manage multiple sites
and subcontractors. Please send resume to: JW Un-
derwood Construction LLC PO.Box 147, Highlands
NC 2974. Or email: john@jwunderwoodconstruc-
tion.com (st. 5/2)

SERVICES

CAREGIVER/SITTER with 40 years experi-
ence available for part-time personal care, errands,
transportation, meals, etc. Highlands full-time resident.
Robert Doe 828.399.0262. (st. 8/29)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDYMAN -
Chatlos Construction — Remodels,Additions, Framing,
Siding, Roofing, Decks, Painting. References. Insured.
828-200-407 1. (4/25)

MURPHY’S PAINT CO. - interior/exte-
rior painting/sheetrock repair/wallpaper removal/log
homes/decks. Insured. Free estimates. 828-332-0525
or 828-421-8600. (10/10)

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR ANY-
THING HAULED AWAY? Call or text James of
Going Gone at 828-421-2655. (3/28)

ANYTHING GOES CLEAN-UP SERVICE
Complete property cleanup - house, garage, property,
etc. Call at 828-200-2855. (st. 9/28)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN VIN-
SON: scanning photos, slides & negatives to CD or
DVD for easier viewing.Video transfer to DVD.Every-
thing done in house. Leave message at 828-526-5208.
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EE‘U PSCALE RESALE STORE WITH 10,000 SQ FT
OF SHOPPING!

1846 HWY 107N in Cashiers
(Across from Blue Ridge School)

PR Goag ¢

v B . THURSDAY, FRIDAY &
BAZAAR BARN SATURDAY 10AM-2PM

FOR MOREINFORMATION OR TO DOMNATE, CONTACT SKIP RYAMN AT (228) 226-2588

THE
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Highlands ® Cashiers ® Atlanta

828.200.3050

bobhenritze @gmail.com ® www.firewoodcompany.net

County to vote “for” the referen-
dum in the upcoming election.

The board passed the reso-
lution after a motion made by
Board Member Diedre Breeden
and seconded by Board Member
Stephanie Laseter.

According to the Macon
County School System Attorney
John Henning, the board cannot
spend any resources ot tax payers’
money of any kind to promote
the referendum, but it can educate
the voters on the benefits of pass-
ing such a referendum.

“The board itself has its
own rights of speech rights,” said
Henning. “You are doing this is
in an appropriate fashion. This is
your opportunity as a board to say
this is our official position on pas-
sage of the referendum -- we do
highly recommend it and here is
why. You are speaking as a board
and you as a board have speech
rights,” he added.

The resolution states that it is
“the mission of the Macon Coun-
ty Board of Education to inspire
and empower students to meet
high academic standards, demon-
strate responsible citizenship, and
prepate for and lead successful,
fulfilling, and ethical lives.”

It further states that “in order
to succeed in this mission, Macon
County Schools depends heav-
ily on the support of the Macon
County Board of Commissioners,
our families, school staff, and the
broader community for assistance
of all kinds, including conveyance
of our shared values, support
for academic endeavors and ath-
letic excellence, and the financial
resources necessary to move the
academic program forward.”

.SALES TAX continued from page 1

At their March regular meet-
ing the Macon County Board
of Commissioners unanimously
adopted a “Resolution Calling a
Special Advisory Referendum for

the Levy of a One-Quarter
Cent County Sales and Use Tax,”
pursuant to Chapter 105, Article
46 of the North Carolina General
Statutes. The statute requires that
some of the tax revenues be spent
on supporting public education.

“The passage of the referen-
dum provides an advantage to the
education community because a
portion is required to be spent on
educational purposes,” said Hen-
ning,

The resolution cites unprec-
edented funding challenges as the
reason such a tax increase is nec-
essary. One challenge the school
system is facing is the end of
the Elementary and Secondary
School Emergency Relief funds
provided to school systems in
response to the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

In addition, state funds pro-
vided by the General Assembly
have not kept pace with increas-
ing operational costs of Macon
County Schools, including ris-
ing expenses for good, services,
and employees. According to the
school system, these operational
costs cannot be further cut with-
out serious detriment to the edu-
cational program.

If the tax increase passes, the
money generated would help the
county fund several ongoing capi-
tal projects in the school system
including the Highlands School
addition, the Nantahala School’s
sewer treatment plant, the Ma-
con Middle School track and the

.SPIRITUALLY continued from page 18

love is nothing less than a spirit
of sacrifice — even to the point
of vicarious suffering, I witnessed
people giving money from a few
dollars to thousands. I witnessed
people donating time and energy
to provide, process, and distribute
food, water and goods desperately
needed by our friends to the east.
Our church processed — received,
packaged, sent out — over 20,000
pounds of these items with the
help of the sheriff’s department,

fire department, police depart-
ment and numerous other entities
in delivery to other points closer
to the crisis. I saw people serve
here, and people go to the places
of destruction to be of help.

I witnessed our church and
others sending thousands of dol-
lars to Samaritan Purse to bring
immediate help. What I saw and
witnessed was the sacrifices that
love demands when souls need
us. What I saw was God at work,

Highlands soccer field.

In addition, there is now
a serious need for a new East
Franklin ~ Elementary  School
which is overcrowded and can’t
be expanded anymore to accom-
modate the growth.

If approved, the quarter-
cent sales tax would apply to
anyone, residents as well as visi-
tors, purchasing goods in Macon
County. The tax would apply to
all items other than unprepared
food and gas. The quarter-cent
sales tax is estimated to generate
about $2.4 million for the county
annually.

When the Macon County
Board of Commissioners began
the budget process for fiscal year
2024-2025, they agreed to put the
quarter-cent sales tax referendum
on the ballot. In May commis-
sioners voted to expand how the
money could be spent if the ref-
erendum passes in the upcoming
election. Commissioners voted
unanimously to approve chang-
ing the referendum for the quar-
ter-cent sales tax to allow for use
of revenues in both capital and
operational needs in the school
system.

Henning  reminded the
board that referendum is an ad-
visory referendum on whether or
not the county should consider a
quarter-cent sales tax; it is non-
binding so it will need further ac-
tion from the county if it passes
in the November general elec-
tion.

In the recent past, a similar
referendum was on the ballot
for consideration, but was voted
down.

for God is love. My prayer is that
the dear souls that receive these
desperately needed items and
receive on-hands assistance will
experience the mysterious power
of the love of God, regardless
of where it came from. And my
prayer is that all of us, touched by
this mysterious power of love to
sacrifice and give will give God all
the praise — for God is love. And
we had the joy of experiencing its
mysterious power and presence.
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Vacation Rentals

Highlanc]s is calling %
Far from the
maddening crowd.

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Weichert
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Highlands Properties

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522

www.highlandsproperties.com

Sales, Vacation Rentals,
and Property Management

Since 1941

Only 15 minutes to
Highlands, this
custom built
family legacy home
has “forever” views,
3 bedrooms, 3.5 baths,
office, 2 living rooms,
wet bar.

401 N.Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com
info@highlandsiscalling.com
Bk 2 com/CRYRHighlandsiscall
ateps://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals
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MITZI RAUERS

Broker / Luxury Collection
Specialist

MEADOWS MOUNTAIN

Offered for
$1,890,000

Martin-Lipscomb
Performing Arts Center [

2514 Buck Knob Road
Scaly Mountain

always wanted.

Cell: 404-427-2448

darlenc.conley@allentate.com
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PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP

W &Y
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Hardware

Darlene Conley | 404) 218-9123
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Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742
AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

Highlands
Sotheby’s

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

Highlands | SO

114 N. 4th Street * Highlands, NC
Local Expertise, Global Connections.

Licensed in NC and GA
office: 828.526.8300 * cell: 828.337.0706
sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com * highlandssir.com

i

Sheryl Wilson

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 2”°

Trusted advisors
providing impeccable
personalized service

ALLEN TATE REALTORS/PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP
(404) 219-1349 « HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC

HIGHLANDS
CASHIERS

Highlands Office | 210 N. 5th Street ©

Cell: 828-787-1895
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com
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REAL ESTATE SALES & VACATION RENTALS
MAIN STREET !

MORE THAN 33 YEARS OF
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225 MAIN STRE|

CE | 22 {

f\ Cell: 843-576-9653

== Office: 828-526-4663 @

e cole@landmarkrg.com COLE FUHRMAN
@highlandsncrealestate RROKER

Our clients rate us 5 out of

JULIE OSBORN
& PAT ALLEN Highlands | Sothebys WILDTHTME GHURMET

| 828.200.6165 | 828.200.9179
julie.osborn@allentate.com
pat.allen@allentate.com

Open Year-Round « 6 days a week
343-D Main Street  526-4035

Our numbers speak for themselves. TS
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&

Real Estate Firm Ais L 5:30-9p
www.wildthymegourmet.com
‘ D A V I D P Transactions :
WOLFGANG'S
RESTALURANT & WINE BISTRC
AVerage Sales Price ) Taste the difference, Always fresh.
‘ ‘ Wed. through Sun. .

B I Sales Volume, 2020 - 2023 Agents )
l I L D E R S Bistro opens at 4p
Dinner begins at 5:30p |

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 Dountoun Highlnds Cullasaia G 474 Main Street
(828) 526.8300 (828) 526.4104 828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

@ ...on the Verandah
@ Restaurant
>~on Lake Sequoyah

828-526-2338
42 Years of Fine Dining

Open

5:30-9p

7 Days

a week

Every home ...

has a story.

www.ontheverandah.com

Let us tell yours.

MCCULLEY’S
CASHMERE

Scotland’s Best Knitwear

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE
— HIGHLANDS CASHIERS ——

Deborah “Bee” Gleeson

404.307.1415
BeeGleed@Gmail.com Open 7 days a week
and
526-4407
Pat Gleeson HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com h
828.782.0472 210 North Fifth Street, 242 S. 4th St. & Pop up

PatrickGleeson4d@Gmail.com Highlands, NC 28731 on Main Street o




