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The Winder shooting has affected all

Area law enforcement and school officials address concerns

By Kim Lewicki
The Wednesday, Sept 4
shooting at Apalachee High

School in Winder, GA, the 45th

Extra chairs were brought in to the Community Building from the Civic Center to accomodate the attendees of
the public hearing regarding the amortization of STRs in Highlands Thurs., Sept. 5.

school shooting in 2024 in the
U.SS., has students, parents, school
officials and law enforcement on
guard and preparing for the un-

thinkable.
Coupled with threats since
the shooting which have been
- See SHOOTING page 7
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Amortization of STRs hangs in the balance

By Kim Lewicki

The required public hearing
regarding amending the Unified
Development Ordinance to am-
ortize Short-Term Rentals was
held Thurs., Sept. 5 in a packed
Community Building,

The 31 speakers represented
both sides equally — those for the
amortization of STRs and those
against amortization each side cit-

ing reasons that have mostly been
heard before.

However, thetoric and claims
were amplified.

Cathy Hensen, president of
the Highlands Neighborhood Co-
alition (HNC), which is for amot-
tization, was the first to speak and
pretty much wrapped up the coali-
tion’s point of view.

“STRs are a cancer creep-
ing into our neighborhoods and
violating what we believe to be our
long-standing zoning laws prohib-
iting all commercial activity in our

single-family residential neighbor-
hoods,” she said.

She said big commercial in-
terests have snuck in and taken
advantage of ambiguous language
hoping that by the time locals and
town officials wake up, the “can-
cet” would have taken hold and
be impossible to move out.

“Realtors, real estate inves-
tors and companies like VRBO
and Airbnb spend millions of

* See AMORTIZATION page 10
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Highlands Playground
misses out on PARTF but
has next round in sights

By Kim Lewicki

Even though the new High-
lands Playground planned for the
Rec Park missed out on the recent
Parks and Recreation Trust Fund
(PARTF) and the Accessible Parks
Grant distribution late in August,
Highlands Commissioners Brian
Stichler and Jeff Weller have not
lost hope.

Macon County commis-
sioners and the Highlands Town
Board have each promised funds
toward the completion that will re-
quire $1.6 million.

“We have $250,000 from the
Town of Highlands, and $350,000
from Macon County,” said Com-
missioner Stiehler. “With $325,000
in private donations, to date, that
puts us at $925.”

Meanwhile, Highlands Play-
ground is applying for the second
round of $4 million in PARTF
grants known as “Accessibility for
Parks” that opened in September.
Grantees will be announced the

spring of 2025.

Stichler said fundraising is
still going strong with $5,000
raised in the first three days that
the PayPal site went online. Dona-
tions can be made through PayPal
at highlandsplay.net.

“We will get there,” he said.

Through the recent round
of grants, the Town of Franklin
got $500,000 for its Whitmire
Accessible Play Area - part of
the $17.9 million awarded local
communities in the state toward
park projects and accessibility im-
provements.

Local governments applied
to PARTF to fund land acqui-
sition, and development and
renovation of public park and
recreation areas. Every year, the
Parks and Recreation Authot-
ity allocates to municipalities and
counties 30% of PARTEF’s total
funding, A maximum of $500,000
can be awarded to a single proj-

* See PLAYGROUND page |1
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The largest selection of
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242 S. 4th St.* 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week
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A recap of the public hearing

»!"

all who participated in the pub-

lic hearing on STR amortiza-
tion last Thursday. Your input was
invaluable in our understanding of
this complex issue. The next crucial
step will be the board’s decision at
the September 19.

After the meeting, I received
an email thanking me for changing
my position on STRs. My response
is that I haven’t changed my posi-
tion. I want to limit and, over time,
diminish the number of STRs in
R1 and R2. The one difference I have with
several board members is how to realize that
goal. Instead of an amortization amendment
to the current STR ordinance, I believe strict
enforcement using available tracking software
is the best option. The provision requiring a
grandfathered property in R1 and R2 to con-
tinue STR operations for 12 months or lose
the grandfathered status will, over time, reduce
the number of STRs in those zones. .

On the other hand, the amortization op-
tion will trigger a court battle, the outcome
of which will be in doubt. Another possible
outcome may be that the NC legislature may
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I want to express my gratitude to

Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor

pass preemptive legislation limiting
towns’ ability to regulate STRs in
residential zones. This would take
away the Town’s ability to set its
own standards.

Let’s address three recurring
themes presented at the hearing:
Property rights, voting, and STRs as
the primary economic driver.

First was the notion that a
homeowner has unrestrained prop-
erty rights to do whatever they want
with their property. That may be the
case in remote, unincorporated at-
eas, but Highlands has zoning-limited permit-
ted uses in designated zones. Property owners
have rights under these zoning ordinances and
can appeal issues before the zoning board of
adjustment, the Town Board, and the courts. I
believe our 50 years of zoning ordinances have
shaped the development of Highlands into
an attractive and highly desirable community.
Folks have options like living in a gated com-
munity, a country club, or a zone-free area.

The second theme promoted by some was
that they cannot vote in Highlands on town
leadership, but they have to pay taxes on the
property they own in the town. In that regard,
allow me to say that North Carolina law states
full-time residency determines whether a prop-
erty owner can vote in a community. .

The third theme was that several speakers
put forth the notion that the recent proliferation
of STRs has made this town economically suc-
cessful and that the loss of STRs in R1 and R2
will plunge the Highlands into an economic cri-
sis where shops on Main Street will be boarded
up, and no high-end restaurants will exist. That
notion is nonsense. Highlands was in a strong
economic position long before this recent STR
trend. The town had a strong economy well
before I arrived here 25 years ago. Highlands
has enjoyed a continuously expanding economy
along with some dips as the nation’s economy
has had, like in 2009. Whether we continue to
have 200 or fewer STRs in residential districts
or not, Highlands will continue to be in a strong
economic position. With this beautiful scenery
and cool temperatures, people will continue to
come to Highlands. STRs did not make this
Highlands, and I do not believe they will save it.
The permanent and seasonal residents will play
a key role in the future of Highlands along with
our constant flow of visitors.

Let me make three final points. First, to
overcome a shortage of hotel guest rooms, I

* See MAYOR page 8
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Wolfgang’s Restuant & Wine Bistro turns 30!

Wolfgang and Mindy Green with their staff family - many who have been with
them for years - will celebrate their 30th year in business on Sunday, Sept. 15.

- WEATHER .

Thu, 12-Sep Fri, 13-Sep sat, 14-Sep sun, 15-Sep
- 61°F 64°F 63°F - 66°F
57°F 59°F 57°F 54°F
Mostly cloudy and Cloudy, a couple Cloudy, a showerand  Mostly cloudy with a
cooler of t-storms 1- storm shower
RealFeel® RealFeel® RealFeel® RealFeel®
High: 63° Low: 57° High. 63° Low. 55° High. 68° Low: 62° High: 68° Low. 56°

For Real-time Weather and the Extended Forecast,
go to www.highlandsinfo.com and click on Weather
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HIGIHLANDER

ROOFING SERVICES .

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt * Cedar » Metal » Synthetic Materials

Showroom: 1511 Highlands Rd ¢ Franklin ¢ O: 828-524-7773
info@highlandernc.com * www.highlandernc.com
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Pam Nellis

(828) 787-1895| pam.nellis@landmarkrg.com

Cole Fuhrman

(843) 576-9653| cole@landmarkrg.com

LANDMARK

REAL ESTATE SALES & VACATION RENTALS

Proudly Serving Our
Mountain Communities.

Over 25 years of time-tested investment discipline,
helping clients achieve their goals.

Robin Cook
Sanibel - Highlands

Marci Sherwood
Highlands

Donald Jowdy, Founder
Tampa - Highlands

» SUNCOAST

Highlands | Tampa | Sanibel

828-487-8009 | SuncoastEquity.com | 431 N. 4th Street, Highlands 28741

Investment advisory services are offered through Suncoast Equity Management, LLC,
a Securities and Exchange Commission Registered Investment Advisor.

e UPCOMING EVENTS ®

‘A Life Reimagined: The George Masa Story’

In 1929 the Japanese-born
photographer George Masa made
his way to Highlands and Cashiers
enticed by an offer from Frank
Cook, co-owner of the Highlands
Inn. The result was almost 100
iconic  black-and-white photo-
graphs that define our area’s his-
tory.

Masa, a perfectionist and
master of light and shadow, ar-
rived in Asheville in 1915 and his
work was soon instrumental in
advocating for numerous conser-
vation causes, including the cre-
ation of Great Smoky Mountains
National Park and the location of
the Appalachian Trail. At a time
when it was difficult for a Japa-
nese immigrant to integrate into
American society, Masa had the
social and professional skills to
wotk for the Vanderbilts, cortre-
spond with the Rockefellers, and
collaborate with the White House
and National Park officials.

Yet for all that is known about
Masa’s career in western North
Carolina, there have been many
unknowns about his early life and
the path that led him to our area.
Documentary filmmaker Paul

Bonesteel created the 2002 documentary
“The Mystery of George Masa,” and Janet

MASA

& Eife Brimagisrd .f

4

Paul Bonesteel

McCue offered additional insight regarding

Masa in “Back of Beyond: A Hor-
ace Kephart Biography,” the 2019
profile of his friend and collabo-
rator, which was co-authoted with
George Ellison.

Bonesteel and McCue have
continued to tresearch Masa, in-
cluding translating a cache of
newly-found letters, as well as
conducting research in Japan. The
result is a book and forthcoming
documentary “A Life Reimagined:
The George Masa Story,” that for
the first time will provide insight
into Masa’s formative years. At
this event they will discuss this re-
search, read from the book (which
will be available), and share foot-
age from the upcoming docu-
mentary. Ken Burns and Dayton
Duncan (of “The National Parks:
America’s Best Idea”) state that
it’s “a remarkable achievement in
biographical research” that “final-
ly gives that hero of the national
park idea his due.”

The event is hosted by the
Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust
with co-hosts the Highlands His-
torical Society and the Cashiers
Historical Society. It is sponsored
by the Highlands Inn and will be

held in their Sequoyah Room on Monday,
September 16th from 5:30 until 7:30.

Highlands Sotheby’s

I NTERNATIONHL REALTY

Nominated for ‘America’s Besti-

Top 5% of Brokers in QZZ\‘-ICMLS

e, 20 years expen_Ence A ;

L) L)
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Nominated for ‘America’s Best’
Top 5% of Brokers in 2022* HCMLS
Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742
AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

20 years experience
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IGHLANDS DINING ®

WOLFGANG'S

RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRO

The Secret Garden

Sandwich shop and gourmet food market
Open Year-Round
Mon.-Fri.. | 1:30a to 5p ¢ Sat. 12-5p (and during Music in the Park Saturday nights!)

Offering a variety of
hot and cold specialty sandwiches,
various salads, desserts and charcuterie pre-
pared by a Johnson & Wales certified chef. Stop
by and enjoy a hot sandwich, a cup of home-
made soup and a daily pasta salad.We have in-
door and outdoor courtyard seating, and a Iarge

Can’t linger?

3 -

Call (828) 305-7509 to place a pick-up order.

LA
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American Cuisine with a
Creole Twist and German Flair

Celebrating Our 30th Year

Taste the Difference, Always Fresh!

Wednesday - Sunday
Bistro Opens at 4pm | Dining Room at 5:30pm

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p ¢ Sun. 11a to 7p
Closed Tuesdays

..on the Verandah

Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
42 Years of Fine Dining

Open
5:30-9p
7 Days a
Week

828-526-2338

wolfgangs.net 828.526.3554 US 64w * Highlands
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC
The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House 828-526-4035
Open for
LUNCH | WILD THYME GOU RMET |
Wednesday-Saturday I e L Rl e bl
(I):D::f?; ‘: Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
DINNER Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar 1
Wednesday-Saturday Town Square at 343-D Main St. » Highlands "lhil Cax
5:30-9p 5:30 PM
£ . Open for Open i e
— Chutdoor Dining / Dine-In At Gallery / lakesiderestamrant. info
S8 SUNDAY BRUNCH 7 Days s e e
ith Blue Grass music
a Week (A
10a-3p : m:’ ﬂ
290 Main Street * Highlands * 828-526-2590 Luncl:):i:::;.?»:BOp K.

highlandermountainhouse.com

531 Semallwood Ave 32&52&-9419 mnmmm

5:30p-9p




Thursday through Sunday
Jrom 8am

Monday - Thursday, 11am -3 pm
Friday - Saturday, 11am - 8 pm

226 South 4th Street - Highlands, NC
Highlandsburrito.com

STEAK* BURGER*CHICKEN*PORK

HOT DOGS* LAMB*SAUSAGE
TAKE AND BAKE SIDES AND DINNERS
FRESH MADE SANDWICHES & SALADS

BAKED GOODS*WINE*CHEESE

GOURMET FOOD & MORE!!
., |

g,

o

THES-FRI 9-5:30 BAT 9-5
503 *DILLARD Rp  #28-526-2762
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e OBITUARY ®

James ‘Jim’ Aliff

On August 18, 2024, James “Jim” Aliff, 90,
of Highlands, NC passed away.

He was predeceased by his beautiful wife |
Ann of 60 years; sister, Dee Wheaton; and son-
in-law, Dave Hagan.

He grew up in Mabscott, W. Va, and enlist-
ed in the US. Navy after high school. He then
met and married his wife, Ann, they moved to
Palm Beach Gardens, FL, and then Jupiter, FL.
He worked for Pratt and Whitney Aircraft as a
photographer. He also owned his own business, Jim Aliff
Wedding Photography. They were part-time residents of
Highlands, but then became full-time residents in 1989.

He was a vital and active man with many hobbies and
friends. His greatest love was of old and classic cars. He
loved car shows, cruise-ins and fly-byes. He also loved dogs,
woodworking, carving, plants, and could do almost any-
thing,

He was a member of Highlands Methodist Joy Club.
He and Ann were long-time members of Shortoff Baptist

Church in Highlands. He was a member of the
Gem Capital Car Club. He worked at the High-
lands Emergency Council every Thursday pack-
ing food boxes. He was a member of the Three
Amigos Club, along with longtime friends, Will
Williams and Dick Goodell of Franklin.

He is survived by his three children, Trina
Aliff of Franklin, Cathy Hagan of Sanger, TX,
and Bert Aliff (Susan) of Vancleave MS; three
grandchildren, Bert Aliff (Desiree) of Vancleave,
MS, Alaina Gouin (Adam) of Sanger, TX, Alexis Aliff (Ray-
anna) of Vancleave, MS; and one great grandchild, Demi
TLouise of Vancleave, MS.

His family will never stop missing him.

A celebration of life will be at later date.

In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to any
Wounded Warrior Fund or Appalachian Animal Rescue.

Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuner-
alhome.com.

.SHOOTING continued from page 1

broadcasted via social media as screenshots to students in
Rabun County, Macon County and recently in Highlands
everyone is on high alert.

“The recent tragedy in Winder, GA, has created a sense
of insecurity among our school family and our community
and has shaken all of us,” wrote Macon County School
Superintendent, Josh Lynch in an email. “This tragedy has
resulted in numerous threatening social media posts which
have caused concern. And we are closely monitoring the sit-
uation and continue to work with local law enforcement to
ensure that all necessary precautions are in place at all times.

“Our dedicated team has reviewed and reinforced our
safety protocols to protect every member of our school
community with enhanced security measures, including ad-
ditional staff and surveillance, the promise of timely up-
dates to keep everyone informed and the promise of open
communication. If you have any concerns or see something
suspicious, please report it immediately.

“We will use this tragedy as an opportunity to work
with our school administrative teams to revisit processes
and procedures surrounding vigilance and access to our
school buildings and grounds. We will also communicate
with the Macon County Sheriff’s Office, Highlands Po-
lice Department, Franklin Police Department and the NC
Highway Patrol who regularly visit our schools and cam-
puses.

“All of us play a part in taking care of our children and
helping them feel safe. Remind yourself, your students, and
your family that if and when something doesn’t ‘feel right’
or something seems suspicious, to report it immediately to
a school official or to a member of law enforcement. Par-
ents, please revisit the severity and consequences of pranks
against school safety with your children,” said Lynch.

The Macon County Sheriff’s Office was made aware
of several threatening screenshots circulating on various so-
cial media platforms which detectives, and school resource

officers thoroughly investigated.

“After speaking with law enforcement officials in
both Rabun and Gwinnett counties in Georgia, it was de-
termined that threats made on social media were targeted
toward Franklin County, GA and to our knowledge, not to-
ward Franklin, NC,” said Sheriff Brent Holbrooks.

However, extra precautions were taken to provide ex-
tra security at Franklin area schools last week.

Ongoing:

From the Rabun County Sheriff’s Office:

In the evening hours of Thursday, Sept. 5, Rabun
County Sheriff’s Office was made aware of a potential
threat against Rabun County High School that was being
shared on social media. This particular threat was sent as
a screenshot from an anonymous user on a social media
platform. After being notified of the potential threat, the
Sheriff’s Office immediately launched an investigation.

On Friday, Sept. 6, investigators were able to identify
and locate a person of interest. After a thorough investi-
gation a 15-year-old juvenile was placed under arrest and
charged with Terroristic Threats and Acts, Disrupting Op-
eration of Public School and Dissemination of Informa-
tion Relating to Terroristic Acts.

From the Macon County Sheriff’s Office:

On Friday afternoon, Sept. 6, Franklin High School
administration received information that a student made a
threat of violence against the school. The student in ques-
tion was interviewed and charged with the following that
evening: one felony count of Communicating a Threat of
Mass Violence on Educational Property.

This threat has NO relation to the screenshots that
were circulating on social media addressed by the Rabun
County Sheriff’s Office, said Sheriff Holbrooks.

No further information will be released on the student
as they are a juvenile. Franklin High School is NOT con-

* See SHOOTING page 19
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FUNDOESN'T
HAVE TO

END WITH
SUMMER!

TAKE THE PLUNGE
AND ENJOY FOUR
SEASONS OF
HAPPINESS
INYOUR VERY OWN
NC MOUNTAIN HOME

BERKSHIRE

 INVESTING AT 4. 118 ET*

Discover your mountain retreat:
The allure of Highlands NC real estate

ituated in the heart of
S the Nantahala Nation-

al Forest, Highlands
offers a unique blend of
natural splendor and small-
town charm that continues
to captivate all who come
here. This  picturesque
mountain town, perched at
an elevation of 4,118 feet,
presents an irresistible op- f
portunity for those seeking ||
a tranquil retreat or a sound
real estate investment.

The Highlands real es-
tate market derives much of
its appeal from the breath-

Tricia Cox, Broker-in-Charge
Berkshire Hathway HomeServices

retirees, second home
buyers, and those seeking
to escape the hustle and
bustle of urban life.

The Highlands real
estate market has shown
remarkable resilience and
growth in recent years.
Property  values  have
steadily increased, with the
average home sale price
rising by 15% over the
past year alone. This trend
is expected to continue as
more people discover the
allure of mountain living,

We’re seeing a mix of

taking landscapes that sur- Meadows Mountain Realty buyers. Some are looking
round it. The area is rich 828-526-1717 for vacation homes, oth-
with lush forests, cascading tricia@bhhsmmr.com ers for retirement proper-

waterfalls, and panoramic

mountain vistas that change with each pass-
ing season. From vibrant spring blooms to
the fiery hues of autumn, nature’s beauty is
on full display year-round, providing resi-
dents with an ever-changing backdrop to
their mountain homes.

As a local Realtor, I can tell you that
many of our clients fall in love with High-
lands the moment they witness the stunning
views. It’s not uncommon for visitors to be-
come homeowners after experiencing our
natural wonders firsthand.

Despite our modest population of
around 3,200 year-round residents in the
Highlands Township — about 1,200 in the
town limits -- Highlands punches above its
weight in terms of amenities and culture.

The town center offers a surprising
array of gourmet restaurants, art galleries,
and boutique shops that rival those found
in much larger cities. Highlands provides
the best of both wotlds; we have access to
world-class dining and shopping, but in a set-
ting where everyone knows your name. It’s
the perfect balance.

ties, and increasingly, we’re
seeing younger professionals who can work
remotely choosing Highlands as their new
home base.

While Highlands has long been a pop-
ular summer destination, the fun doesn’t
end when the summer comes to a close.
Its appeal extends well beyond the warm-
er months. The town comes alive during
the holidays with festive decorations and
events, while winter brings opportuni-
ties for skiing and snow tubing at nearby
slopes. Spring and fall offer ideal condi-
tions for hiking, golfing, and exploring the
great outdoors.

As more people seek to reconnect
with nature and find respite from the com-
plexities of modern life, Highlands, NC,
stands out as a beacon of tranquility and
natural beauty. Whether you’re looking for
a permanent residence, a vacation home,
or an investment property, this charming
mountain town offers a slice of paradise
that’s becoming increasingly hard to resist.

* Tricia Cox is Vice President of Berkshire
Hathaway HomeServices Meadows Mountain

Yourown This unique combination of small-town  Realty and is Broker In Charge of their office in
mountain home friendliness and sophisticated offerings has  Cashiers. She can be reached at 828-526-1717 or

Is in the palm of made Highlands increasingly attractive to  #ricia(@bbhsmmr.com
your hand. Scan

for luxury listings ..MJAYOR continued from page 2

and more.

HATHAWAY

HOMESERVICES

MEADOWS MOUNTAIN

REALTY

828.526.1717 | MEADOWSMOUNTAINREALTY.COM
488 MAIN ST, HIGHLANDS | 2334 CASHIERS RD, HIGHLANDS | 196 BURNS ST, CASHIERS
©2024 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC.

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered
service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Oppor tunity.

have advocated for more hotel rooms in High-
lands instead of STRs. My good friend Pat Al-
len warned that if we eliminate STRs, a hotel
like Motel 6 may be built in Highlands. I wel-
come a hotel with lower rates coming to High-
lands. A Motel 6 or LaQuinta Inn might just be
what is needed in our business zones.

Third, I would be in favor of creating STR

corridor zone. For instance, I support amend-
ing the current ordinance to permit STRs on
US 64, NC 28, and NC 106 for properties cur-
rently zoned R1 and R2. if that the residences
have a driveway and NCDOT cutb that direct-
ly accesses these state highways.

We can find compromising solutions that
benefit the entire community.
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HIGHLANDS CASHIERS HEALTH FOUNDATION
AWARDS OVER ST MILLION IN GRANTS THIS YEAR

THIS YEAR'S RECIPIENTS:

- AWAKE. » REACH of Macon County

» Blue Ridge Free Dental Clinic » Southwestern Child Development
* Blue Ridge Health Commission: Nurse-Family

* Boys and Girls Club of the Plateau Partnership

» Child Medical Collaborative » Summit Charter School

e Clay County Governing Board » Together We Can Do Great Things
« Community Care Clinic of Franklin  « \Vecinos

* Life Challenge of WNC « Western Carolina Medical Society
* Macon County EMS Foundation

» Pisgah Legal Services « Western Carolina Pacesetters

THESE ORGANIZATIONS ARE MAKING A MOUNTAIN
OF DIFFERENCE IN THE HEALTH OF OUR COMMUNITY

HEALTH FOUNDATION IMPACT SINCE 2019

ORGANIZATIONS P i

AWARDED GRANT V4 MM

COMMITMENTS AWARDED TO
OUR COMMUNITY

www.HCHealthFnd.org |=¢i
BUILDING A HEALTHIER COMMUNITY SINCE 2019
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~AMORTIZATION continued from page 1

dollars lobbying state legislators
and local government officials
like you hiding behind local STR
owners even though most are
out-of-town investors operating
remote assets. Do not be fooled.
Do your part. Pass this amend-

ment that Airtbnb and their allies
will find unfavorable,” she said.
The current ordinance that
the town enacted September of
2022 has grandfathered STRs
in the R1 and R2 zones in exis-
tence prior to Sept. 2022. It reads:

Road, NC
7 diflas Sioath o Micko Seie
(428) 526-5029

Notwithstanding anything in this
UDO, short-term rentals in opera-
tion as of September 15, 2022 are
nonconforming uses in the R-1
and R-2 zoning districts.

The proposed amendment
which the Planning Board voted
unanimously against reads: Not-

i

The Exch angé
for Men

osed Fri., Sept. 13 thru Mon., Sept. 23

WESTMAN ATELIER

MERE HATURAL TP

PINE TA
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Highlands Mercantile on Main

Fine goods for your family and home.
Books ¢ Chocolates ¢ Coffee ¢ Guy Gifts ¢ Home ¢ Skincare

322 Main Street, Highlands ¢ 828-482-0818

withstanding anything in  this
UDQO, short-term rentals in opera-
tion as of September 15, 2022. are
nonconforming uses in the R-1
and R-2 zoning districts until Sep-
tember 15, 2027. After September
15, 2027, short-term rentals are
not permitted in the R-1 or R-2
zoning districts, and all short-term
rentals in those districts must be
discontinued.

There were several lawyers
in the room, some for and some
against the amendment.

Charlie Naborn with the
HNC and Derek Allen with Save
Highlands, the group against
amortization, disagreed on amor-
tization as it applies to STRs.

Naborn said once again that
amottization is settled law in NC
and may be used by the town to
end STRs in R1 and R2 single-
residential neighborhoods even
though the town’s attorney Bob
Hagemann has said no other mu-
nicipality in NC has tried to apply
it to home use and suggested the
town not pursue the argument.

Naborn said amortization
has been considered and upheld
in the NC appellate court regard-
ing a construction debris salvage
yard, two nonconforming signs,
nonconforming billboards, wind-
blown signs, non-conforming off
premise signs, and a sexually ofi-
entated business.

“This proves this is a good
and valid law in North Carolina,”
he said. “Buildings are not taken,
just one use. Homeowners have
three years to recoup their invest-
ment and still make lawful use of
their property. They can rent it
long-term, they can sell it or they
can actually live in it.”

Attorney Derek Allen, who
said he has dealt extensively with
zoning issues and property rights
across the state agreed but said
only three things have been am-
ortized successfully in NC — a sal-
vage yard, a few sign cases and a
strip joint.

“That’s it,” he said. “The oth-
er cases don’t make it to the appel-
late court because amortization is
an extremely difficult thing to do
under the law of this state.”

Allen represents Save High-
lands’ homeowners which sued
the town in 2021 when it decided
to ban STRs.

“We sent a letter followed

by a lawsuit and after conferring
with attorneys the town with-
drew. In 2022, future STRs were
banned. The 2021 lawsuit is still
out there, but we agreed not to
move forward as long as the town
was proactive and didn’t try to
retroactively get rid of STRs that
were already in existence. This is
the third time now. That lawsuit
still stands, but the stay ends on
Oct. 1,” he said.

He said there are 500 mu-
nicipalities and 100 counties
and not one of has tackled what
Highlands is trying to do, which
Attorney Hagemann has said nu-
merous times.

“We ask you to vote no,” said
Allen. “It’s a bad idea. It’s bad law.
It’s not going to work in North
Carolina”

David Bee, owner of High-
lands Vacation Rentals reminded
the board that the NC Vacation
Rental Act clearly states that a
STR is not commercial enterprise
and is allowed.

Lila Howland, one of the
few year-round residents who is
a member of HNC, expanded
her hard-core belief that the only
reason that Commissioners Amy
Patterson and Eric Pierson won
their seats in the 2021 election
was because they are against STRs
which she said happened again in
the 2023 election when Commis-
sioners Brian Stichler and John
Dotson won.

“I want to remind you that
that voters in the last two elec-
tions overwhelmingly supported
the candidates who publicly
stated their positions on STRs —
which was to eliminate them in
residential neighborhoods in R1
and R2.” she said.

Holly Henry, who manages
12 STRs gave a heart-felt account
of her business and took offense
to STRs being referred to as a
cancet.

“I have 12 properties owned
by individual homeowners who
aren’t doing this to get rich quick.
It helps offset the cost of owning
a home here in Highlands. I am
careful with each and every prop-
erty — I monitor the garbage, I take
care of the house, I set rules and
guidelines for them. The problem
in Highlands is poor management
or no management at all. I do it

* See AMORTIZATION page 15



. PLAYGROUND continued from page 1

and the awardees must match funds at least
dollar-for-dollar for the grant amount. This
year, the Authority considered 40 grant ap-
plications requesting a total of more than
$15.1 million. Of those, 22 projects in NC
were funded in full, and one project was
awarded partial funding, all totaling over
$9.5 million.

A separate source of funding, the Ac-
cessible Parks Grant program, was appro-
priated $12.5 million in the 2023 budget to
provide matching grants for local parks and
recreation projects to benefit people living
with disabilities. Some of it was allocated
during this past round, but not all of it.

The program allows for either the con-
struction of special facilities or the adapta-
tion of existing facilities to meet the unique
needs of persons living with disabilities,
enabling them to participate in recreational

and sporting activities, regardless of their
abilities. The grant is administered through
PARTF and recipients are selected by the
Parks and Recreation Authority.

There was $4 million left over from the
Accessibility for Parks grant, which is part
of PARTTE, so the grant cycle was reopened.

“We've already talked to the South-
west Commission, and they are going to
write this grant for us,” said Stichler. “In the
meantime, I am going to meet with repre-
sentatives of organizations who deal with
children with disabilities and get their input
on our playground design.”

Over the last 30 years, PARTT has pro-
vided more than $800 million in improved
state parks, local parks, and coastal access.
In fact, the Highlands Rec Park and Civic
Center was a grant recipient in PARTF’s
eatly days.
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Openfor thelast 39 years, Shiraz has been offering wholesale prices to the public on its entire inventory of
genuinely hand woven oriental rugs. Thousands of antique and contemporary pieces from around the world.

HAND CLEANING ¢« RESTORATION  APPRAISALS

a7

Mon-Sat 8:30AM-6PM Bp.u'!ﬂ_'ﬂl! [
(828) 526-5759

Main Street - Dak Square - Highlands, NC 28741
www.shirazruggalleries.com

W ACP Home Interiors

1990 Dillard Road, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-4500

NMON IN TOWN
- NOW OPEN!

Let us help you make your house ... your home.

Follow ACP Highands on Facebook and Instagram for Specials!
Open to the Public since 1983
www.ﬂt:phﬂmefutfriﬂrs.cum
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= Storefront ¢ Plate Glass * Mirrors i
Custom Shower Doors ¢ Insulated Glass
Custom Mirrors * Tabletops * Sun Rooms

Replacement of Fogged Glass

Insulated Units David Lewis, owner

3145 Old Murphy Road
Franklin, NC

(828) 349-0088
www.glassshoppe.com

Your One-Stop
Garden Shop
Celebrating 29
Years!
Open
Mon.-Sat. 8a to 5p

2460 Cashiers Road « Highlands « 828-526-2395
highlandsl
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% trees & shurbs
§  20% OFF!
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SELECT
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Fall Home Improvement
Your Guide to Replacing Home Siding

(StatePoint) Your siding gives your home character and
curb appeal while protecting it from the elements. To help
you make sensible, stylish decisions, here are some fast facts
about three popular varieties of siding,

1. Board and batten. The use of board and batten ver-
tical siding originated hundreds of years ago as a practical
solution for covering the spaces between the boards on
the exterior of a home or barn. Today, it portrays a rustic
farmhouse style and handmade quality, but its strong vertical
lines have modern appeal that can enhance many architec-
tural styles, from popular Craftsman to timeless Victorian.
The good news? New materials are blending this classic look
with the modern engineering of high-performance super
polymer vinyl siding to offer the best of both worlds. Pro-
Via’s board and batten siding, for example, is low mainte-
nance with a built-in weather barrier so you never have to
paint, stain or caulk your home’s exterior. It’s also available in
a range of colors, helping you achieve a one-of-a-kind look
for your home.

It’s not just a generator.

Protect what matters most with a Generac standby
generator — here to power your home in any outage.

Request a free quote today.

ALLAN DEARTH AND SONS
(828) 526-9325
https://adsemergencypower.com/

GENERAC
————eeeeEE

2. Shake and staggered shingle. Featured in American
homebuilding since the 1600s, there are few other clad-
ding options as distinctive and traditional as cedar shake
and staggered shingle siding. If you love this look but are
concerned about maintaining this kind of siding, youre in
luck. These days, certain manufacturers are preserving the
authenticity of this look using engineered vinyl materials.
The result? Greater durability and far superior moisture re-
sistance.

3. Insulated siding, If youd like additional protection
from extreme temperatures, impacts and even noises for
greater peace of mind and comfort, insulated siding may
be the right choice for you. Showcasing an authentic cedar
woodgrain texture, CedarMAX insulated vinyl siding from
ProVia is an example of siding providing a combination
of beauty, durability and energy efficiency. It combines
rigid foam EPS insulation with the manufacturer’s Super
Polymer vinyl siding. Not only does the added foam insula-
tion make this one of the most energy-efficient exterior
claddings on the market, it may help
reduce outside noise transmission by
as much as 39%, according to a study
conducted by a third-party test labora-
tory.

When you begin the process of
shopping for house siding, it can feel
overwhelming to identify which styles
or colors you might want for your
home. Get inspired by how other
homeowners have styled their siding
by visiting provia.com/siding/gallety.

Thankfully, it’s possible to make
home exterior updates that add to
both the beauty and functionality of
your home. When replacing home sid-
ing, do a little research to get the style
and color you want using materials that
keep your home, and your household,
safe and comfortable.

Moving Away
From the All-
White Kitchen

(StatePoint) With the all-white
kitchen design trend on the decline,
you may be wondering how to make
updates that appeal to today’s sensi-
bilities. The key is infusing color and
depth into your space. Here’s how:

Consider Earthy Wood Tones

Earthy wood tones easily trans-

form a predominantly white space and

o See KITCHEN page 14



(StatePoint) Steel is increasingly becoming the go-to
material used for residential roofing. According to industry
experts, this is because steel offers both a range of design
advantages, as well as features that align with sustainable
living. Here are some of steel roofing’s biggest benefits and
why you should consider it for your home:

Durability: Steel roofing is highly durable and can last
for 50 years or more with proper maintenance. This longev-
ity means that fewer roofing materials end up in landfills
over time compared to shorter-lived roofing materials like
asphalt shingles, which typically need replacement every 20-
30 years.

Safety: Overall, steel roofing offers enhanced safety
benefits due to its fire-resistance, wind-resistance, structural
integrity, durability, resistance to pests and mold, and low-
maintenance requirements.

Recyclability: Steel has been recycled for over 100 years
and is one of the most recyclable materials in the world. As
a forerunner of the circular economy, it can be recycled in-
finitely into new steel products without losing its quality or
durability. This reduces the amount of waste generated by
roofing projects and conserves natural resources.

Energy Efficiency: Alongside such technological inno-
vations as solar panels and energy-efficient HVAC systems,
steel roofing is becoming integral to residential design, pat-

* Grading
* Excavating
 Driveways
* Build sites
* Hauling
¢ Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643
Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com
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Fall Home Improvement
Top Reasons to Consider a Steel Roof for Your Home

ticularly for those looking to reduce their carbon footprint.
This is because steel roofing reflects solar radiant heat, re-
ducing cooling costs during hot weather. Many steel roofing
products are also coated with reflective finishes that further
enhance energy efficiency by reducing heat absorption.

Versatility: Steel roofing comes in a variety of styles,
colors and profiles, allowing you to achieve the desired aes-
thetic for your home. Whether you prefer a traditional look
or a modern design, steel roofing can accommodate a wide
range of architectural preferences, enhancing the curb ap-
peal and value of the property.

Long-Term Cost Savings: Although the initial invest-
ment in steel roofing may be higher than some other roof-
ing materials, its long lifespan and low maintenance require-
ments make it a cost-effective choice in the long run.

Adaptive and Resilient Design: Amidst the challenges
posed by climate change and other environmental factors,
responsible home design empbhasizes resilience and adapt-
ability. This entails using durable materials such as steel,
which can withstand extreme weather events. By embrac-
ing innovative approaches from the outset, your home can
be fortified to withstand future uncertainties while helping
ensure your safety and comfort.

Social Responsibility: As a durable and versatile material,
steel plays a vital role in home construction that withstands

the test of time while remaining affordable and accessible.
Integrating steel into the design process can contribute to
the well-being and prosperity of both individuals and com-
munities, ensuting that the future of housing is socially in-
clusive and responsible.

To learn more about how steel can benefit your home,
visit https:/ /www.ussteel.com/hgtv-smatt-home.

Whether you’re building a home from scratch or you’re
renovating your existing property, using durable, sustainable
materials like steel from U. S. Steel can protect your wallet
and the planet.
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(MaIN STREET NURSERY
HIGHLANDS, NC

April Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8a to 5p
(Across from the Post Office)

135 Franklin Road
828-526-3956

Call us today to schea
your closing

Enjoy Cool Fall Evenings

in your New SPA
HOT SPRINGS

X POOLS & SPAS

SINCE 1989
HOT TUBS / RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL

556 Highlands Rd Franklin, NC e 828.369.287 |
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DECORATING Benjamin Moore’
CENTER

For beauty that goes : |
deeper than the surface. | W;_,UUE&UKE it w?_umtt{xﬁ

The ultimate protection for outdoor beauty.
Our innovative formulas minimize film build ——
to reduce cracking and peeling for less prep,

easier coating, and long-lasting results.
330 Dillard Road

See the Love Highlands NC 28741
8282009226
wiww highlandsdecorating.com
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Fine Gardens
Native Plants

HOA Submittals
Walls & Grading
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NEW POOL SCHEDULE

Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri. 6am-9:45am, and
Saturday 10am-|Ipm - 6 lanes.

Water Aerobics: 18 y+ Mon.-Fri. 10-
I lam with Karen Chambers.

Adult Swim: |18y+ Mon.-Thurs. | lam-
3:30pm, Friday | lam-1:30pm

Public Swim: Mon. thru Thurs. 3:30-

7pm, Saturday | lam-6pm and Sunday |-6pm

PICKLE BALL

* At the Recreation Dept. every Mon-
day, Tuesday, VWednesday, Thursday and Friday
I10am- | pm indoors for the winter (notice the
days and time has changed), everyone is wel-
come meetings.

ALLWEEK

* Alcoholics Anonymous: “Open Meet-
ings” are for anyone who thinks they may
have a drinking problem or for anyone in-
terested in the A/A. program of recovery.
Highlands Mountain View Group holds open
meetings in Highlands at the First Presby-
terian Church, 471 Main St, on Monday at
5:30 PM and Wednesday and Friday at noon.
Women’s Group 5:30, Tuesdays. The Cashiers
Valley Group holds open meetings at the Al-
bert Carlton Cashiers Community Library
Monday at 8:30 AM, Tuesday at 7 PM, Friday
and Sunday at 5 PM, and Saturday at 9 AM. For
more information, please visit www.aawnc80.
org or to speak with a member of AA 24/7 at
828-349-4357.

MOVIES

* Movies at the Martin Lipscomb Per-
forming Arts Center at PAC on Chestnut
Street See adjoining ad.

Thurs,, Sept. 12

* At First Presbyterian Church,ArtSpace
opening reception from 5-6:30p. Theme: The
Harvest. Free and open to the public. 471
Main Street.

Fri.-Sat., Sept. 13-14

e 2024 Native Plant Symposium,
Connecting Place, People and Plants. $150
per person. $20 per student. On Sept. 13 it
will be taking place at the Highlands Biological
Station Amphitheatre and on Sept. 14 it will
be at the Highlands Community Center.

Thurs., Sept. 12

* The public is invited to a reception for
the fall ArtSpace exhibit at First Presbyterian
Church, located in the lower level of the Faith
and Fellowship building. Meet the local artists
and enjoy refreshments 5-6:30:. ArtSpace
is open Mon.-Thurs. 9-4:30. Call (828) 526-
3175 or fpchartspace@gmail.com for info.

Fri., Sept. 13

* Friday Night Live on Main Street’s
Town Square 6-8:30 p.m.— Silly Ridge

Sat., Sept. 14

* At the Hudson Library in Highlands
at 12:30 PM or Albert Carlton — Cashiers
Community Library at 3 PM Florida author
Tracey Enerson Wood to talk about her new
historical fiction novel Katharine, the “Wright

Sister”

» Saturdays on Pine at Kelsey-Hutchinson
Founders Park 6-8:30 p.m.— High 5

Sun. Sept. 15

* The Literacy & Learning Center fall fun-
draising event “Celebration of Education” at
Wildcat Cliffs Country Club. Guest Speaker —
Shelby Van Pelt, author of Remarkably Bright
Creatures. $175 per person.VIP Patron Pack-
ages available.Tickets and more info: www.the-
literacyandlearningcenter.org/events/coe

* Fourth Annual Highlands Porchfest
on Sunday from [-6pm. Musicians will be at
Stubborn Bull, Ugly Dog, High Dive, Town
Square, The Bascom, Highlands Wine Shoppe,
Highlands Smokehouse, First Presby. Church,
Mountain Life Properties, Art Highlands Gal-
lery, High Country Wine & Provisions, Park
on Main, Sotheby’s on Main, and Highlander
Mountain House.

Mon., Sept. 16

* Town of Highlands HS Scholarship Golf
Tournament at the Cullasaja Club capped at
28 teams. $700 per team ($175/player). Hole
sponsorships are available for $150.To regis-
ter, contact event co-Chair, Rebecca Shuler at
Town Hall at 526-2118.

* HCLT presents George Masa:A Life Re-
imagined, An Evening with the Authors, Mon-
day, 5:30 - 7:30pm at Highlands Inn, 420 Main
St, in the Sequoia Room. Light refreshments
and wine will be provided. FREE. Email hope@
hcltnc.org with any questions.

* Cashiers Cares 3rd Annual Golf Tourna-
ment at Trillium Club Shotgun start at 10:30a,
scramble format. $200/player, cart lunch and
after party with awards, prizes and raffles. sign
up on cashierscares.org or contact Pam Kerr,
pbk354@gmail.com for info.

Tues., Sept. 17

* NationalVoter Registration Day at High-
lands Civic Center/Rec Park 10a to 2p. Photos
will be taken for Voter ID if needed. REMEM-
BER: if living in Macon County for more than
six months as the primary domicile,, a NC
driver’s license is necessary to vote. Driver’s
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IGHL ANDS AREA EVENTS®

licenses from other states, even if not the pri-
mary domicile, will no longer be accepted.

* HCLT presents Satulah-Bration Sunset &
Moonrise Hike, A Walk in Masa’s Footsteps at
KH Founders Park on Pine St. 6-9 p.m. FREE.

Wed., Sept. 18

* At the Episcopal Church of the Incarna-
tion, a fundraiser for Highlands Child Develop-
ment Center, Sip, Snip and Support at 4 p.m.
Flower Arranging Demonstration and Childcare
Celebration

* HCH’s Dinner with Doc - Colon cancer
awareness - Zach Phillips, MD, 6-7p in Whiteside
Cafeteria. Online registration is available at
www.missionhealth.org/calendar. For more
information, call 828-526-1345. Attendance is
limited to 50 people. A buffet-style dinner will
be provided.

Fri., Sept. 20

* Highlands School Booster Club BINGO!
The event will be on Friday at the Highlands
Civic Center/Rec Park starting at 6:30 p.m. All
proceeds from the event will go to support the
Booster Club. Please join us for a fun evening to
support the club!

* Friday Night Live on Main Street’s Town
Square 6-8:30 p.m.— Curtis Blackwell Band

Sat., Sept. 21

* Saturdays on Pine at Kelsey-Hutchinson
Founders Park 6-8:30 p.m.—The Boomers

Sun., Sept. 22

* OEl’s Chef Dinners at The Farm. 6TH
ANNUAL OYSTER & SEAFOOD FEST.
Book Online at OldEdwardsHospitality.com/
ChefDinners

Tues., Sept. 24

* HCLT presents VNS: Pollinator Habitat
Conservation in the Mountains of WNC. Join
us for our September Village Nature Series in
partnership with The Village Green. Programs
are free and open to all.

Fri.-Sat., Sept. 27-28

¢ At The Bascom, the |4th Annual Bascom
Clay Symposium highlighting the talents of three
animal and figurative clay artists: Christine Ko-
siba, Andréa Keys Connell, and Taylor Robenalt.

.AMORTIZATION continued from page 10

right. I am not a cancer,” she said.

TLawanna Bales who owns three STRs,
three businesses on Main Street and a com-
mercial building said Highlands needs STR
renters.

“They support Main Street and they
create stability in the housing market. Over-
all, they are terrific folks who want to expe-
rience Highlands who you would be lucky
to have as your neighbor.”” she said.

Bales said the Highlands economy
can’t depend on just second-homeowners.

“Once the perfect weather arrives the
elite, second-home owners atrive -- many
of you join the Cabul — popping up for

a few months and then leave. November
comes. The country clubs close, the day-trip-
pers leave, and the business district is then
left to be supported by a small number of
residents for six months out of the year.
“Fewer vacationers mean less prosperity
for everyone in Highlands. You can choose to
support the STR rights and business owners
who have made this a viable yeat-round town
paying for town infrastructure along the way
or reverse the prosperity and shut down this
town for a few spoiled second-home own-
ers who want to maintain this mountain all
to themselves,” she said.
* See AMORTIZATION page 16

Thanks to the generosity of Bascom sponsors,
the symposium is free to all and welcomes
both drop-in visitors and those who wish to
participate in the entire event. Artists will of-
fer works for sale not regularly available in
The Bascom’s retail space.

Fri., Sept. 27

* At Hudson Library at 11AM in the Hud-
son Library Meeting Room for Community
Coffee with the Mayor. The topic will be: “Meet
the Emergency Responders of Highlands and
Macon County.” Representatives from all agen-
cies will talk about their coordinated team ap-
proach and take questions.

* HCLT presents, Mushroom Foraging
Walk at Edward Baker Preserve, Friday from
3-5 p.m. at the Edward Baker Preserve in Ca-
shiers. Sign-Up: email hope@bhcltnc.org. |5
spots available.

* Friday Night Live music on Main Street’s
Town Square 6-8:30 p.m. - Nitrograss

Sat., Sept. 28

* HUMC’s Craft Bazaar from |0a to 2p at
the church on Main Street, Highlands. Hot dog
lunch, Pumpkin Patch, Homemade jellies, jams
and breads, homemade crafts, silent auction,
gift baskets and much more. Proceeds will
help finance the church’s Live Nativity during
the Christmas Parade and HUMC'’s Summer
Camp.

« Saturdays on Pine at Kelsey-Hutchinson
Founders Park 6-8:30 p.m.— Kayla McKinney

MOVIES

at PAC’s MLPC
507 Chestnut St. Highlands

Fri. - Sun. Sept. 13-15
2 & 5:30p

Tickets:
Adults: $13.20 ¢ Children: $11

boxoffice@
highlandsperformingarts.com

828-526-9047
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NORTH CAROLINA

— ELEV.Wgi8 —

Each Friday and Saturday night from May through
October, the Highlands Chamber of Commerce/
Visit Highlands, NC hosts live music downtown.

All shows take place from 6 - 8:30 p.m.

e Taght S
Town Square | 343 Main St.

Showecasing traditional
mountain music and local talent

SEPTEMBER 6
Johnny Webb Band

SEPTEMBER 13
Silly Ridge

SEPTEMBER 20
Curtis Blackwell Band

SEPTEMBER 27
Nitrograss

visithighlandsnc.com

Gt on P

Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park
Pine St.

Featuring a variety of popular,
regional bands and musicians

SEPTEMBER 7
Steel Toe Stiletto

SEPTEMBER 14
High 5

SEPTEMBER 21
The Boomers

SEPTEMBER 28
Kayla McKinney

..AMORTIZATION continued from page 15

A reoccurring theme as uttered by
Nancy Nichols and others said visitors
aren’t long-term supporters of Highlands or
Highlands history.

“We are going to lose the basis of the
giving of this community if you allow more
and morte people to have STRs because they
won’t give,” she said.

But Deborah Kirk, who manages sev-
eral STRs said that’s not true.

“My renters contribute to the commu-
nity by attending functions and contributing
to the town,” she said.

Jeanne Chambers co-owner of Cham-
bers Realty and Vacation Rentals which has
been in business more than 40 years, said
the debate is a multi-faceted one involving
property owners who resent strangers in the
driveway next door, who can’t get a reserva-
tion at a restaurant because an “evil” person
like a tourist or a visitor or a STRer got there
first.

“They are the ones who say, ‘I am glad
I found Highlands when I did and now let’s
close the gates, but it’s also about the res-
taurant and business owners and their em-
ployees, the housecleaners and landscapers
and plumbers who are worried about losing
business and jobs,” she said.

“And it’s about the person who bought
a home for retirement but until then needs
to rent it to offset the expense of owning a
home in Highlands.

“It really doesn’t matter if people who
live here or have been here all their lives or
just closed on a property last week, they are
all due respect and the enjoyment of their
property rights,” she said.

Property rights were a reoccurring
theme for those both for and against amot-
tization.

Those with HNC say they are denied
the quiet enjoyment of their homes with
disruptive STRs next door, or just the fact
that there are strangers in their midst.

But Conner Blackwood who has a
home he rents as an STR until he can retire
said the town should be very careful about
removing rights from those who live and
work in Highlands.

“I fought 23 years for all of your free-
doms. In the UAE they have alcohol restric-
tions, in Germany you don’t even get a full-
size trash can, in Denmark, the cars have to
be 20 years old or older. When you restrict
freedom it comes with consequences,” he
said. “T didn’t serve to uphold our nation’s
freedom and then come here to have that re-
voked. We all need to be careful about what
we restrict regarding our personal property.”’

Blackwood said freedom requires re-
sponsibility of renters and homeowners
who rent, which is whete rude, messy, irre-
sponsible renters come in.

Jim Murphy a recent homeowner on
Dog Mountain said his next door STR is
a nightmare, advertised as an event venue
-- which is illegal -- housing 14 people that
generate noise, garbage and overflowing
septic problems.

No one in the room thought that was
OK, which is where rules, regulations and
enforcement come in.

But Freda Bennett and Carol Gable
believe no matter how you cut it STRs are
unworkable and unmanageable. Both sug-
gested a level playing field — might as well
let everyone have STRs, said Bennett.

Carol Gable said STR owners have ex-
tra property rights that she doesn’t have at
the expense of neighborhoods. “Amortiza-
tion levels the field,” she said.

With only 15 complaints logged with
the police over the last two years, some not
from STRs, Jennifer Huff with Save High-
lands and Jerry Moore, an STR owner,
both asked for proof.

“We are told repeatedly that guests
cause problems but each time we reach
out for complaint statistics there is almost
no difference in the types and number
of complaints between locals and STR
guests,” Huff said. “This is a town where
tourists who become guests in STRs should
be welcomed and appreciated for allowing
Highlands to thrive. Locals and tourists can
co-exist and get along, we just need to try
a little harder.”

Moore asked if amortization was le-
gal, logical and would really solve the al-
leged problems he keeps hearing about.

“If you pass amortization, will courts
approve? Can you show harm caused by
STRs? If so, is that data significant enough
to take away my rights as a property owner?
You are going to spend half a million dol-
lars plus and be the first municipality in NC
to attempt to ban STRs completely. Are
you exceeding your authority? You have a
lot of power. Use it responsively,” he said.
“Laws should not be passed to benefit the
will of a few. You need to look at the big
picture.”

However, full-timer Alice Nelson said
the board should stand on the courage of
its convictions.

“Don’t let the threat of a lawsuit
weaken your courage or tempt you or lead
you to take the easy way out and abandon
those convictions. The threat of a lawsuit
is no small thing, and it’s not to be taken
lightly, but there comes a time when we
have to stand firm whether as individuals
or a group and stand up for our beliefs and
not allow threats of any kind to intimi-
date,” she said.

Craig Thompson said the town

o See AMORTIZATION page 17
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shouldn’t put all STR owners and all STR
problems into the same boat.

“Every property owner has property
rights. Abandoning STRs is a trespass and
a violation of property rights,” he said.

Realtor Pat Allen said people’s rights
and the economy of downtown Highlands
is at stake.

“I don’t understand the hysteria; what
is really happening? Trash and bachelorette
events are wrong and should be dealt with
between the police and the homeowner,
either fine them or shut them down. That
makes sense. But for those who have spo-
ken who depend on STRs as a livelihood
should be considered and not disregarded
due to a few disgruntled people in neigh-
borhoods. That’s wrong,” she said.

Realtor Pam Nellis said grandfather-
ing of STRs should stand. She said home-
owners have agreed to go along with that
as a compromise.

“Grandfathering allows a property
owner to maintain existing conditions or
uses of a property even after zoning laws

or regulations have been implemented. It
goes with the land into perpetuity,” she said.
“Current STRs owners have been told if
their home hasn’t been rented for more than
one year and one day they lose their ability
to rent as a STR. That’s not grandfathering,
that’s a compromise by the owners who are
willing to do that. And through attrition, the
STR numbers are going down and will keep
going down because some people who buy
STRs don’t want to rent them.”

Tracy Fitzsimmons said amortizing
STRs but saying renting 30 days or more is
OK won’t fix everything,

“Lengthening the stay to 30 days or
more will not turn a misbehaving guest into
a well-behaved guest - the two don’t corre-
late,” she said.

She also questioned how many of those
for amortization of STRs found Highlands
by staying in an STR.

Bill Long with the HNC said High-
lands’ elections, surveys and letters prove
that people don’t want STRs.

“We have been told the state legislature
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will soon pass a law allowing STRs. We are
still waiting for that law. It hasn’t happened

those for or against STRs until they vote on
the matter, which could be at the next Town

Lunch
MOI1. - sato
11a to 3p

Breakfast now served 7:30-10:30a

With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!
Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a fresh Gyro!
Pet Friendly Place Where Friends Meet
Salads e Pitas ¢ Burgers ¢ Philly Cheese Steak e Shrimp Pita ® Susan’s Rueben
|italian Sausage ® Chicken Wings e Appalachian Fries ® Onion Rings e Fried Shrimp
Fish n’ Chips ¢ Chicken Fingers and more!

Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! e 828-482-1513

462 Dillard Road, Highlands (across from Dusty’s)

and it won’t happen,” he said.
After 90 minutes the public heatring
ended. The town will accept letters from

Board meeting, Thursday, Sept. 19 at 7 p.m.
in the Community Building;

GEORGE

MASA

A Life Reimagined Q

g o

Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust
Presents

A Night With The Authors
Janet McCue and Paul Bonesteel

As they share new information regarding the talented photographer
George Masa

Monday, Sept. 16, 5:30-7:30pm

Sponsored and hosted by the Highlands Inn

Books available for purchase - refreshments served

Co-hosted by Highlands Historical Society and Cashiers Historical Society
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Reflections
& | on the
3 Prodigal Son

Michael D. Matlock
Rector
Christ Anglican Church

Tbis July, we began a simple Sunday night 6 p.m. contem-
plative worship service. This past Sunday night I asked
one of my parishioners, my dear wife of 33 years, Robin,
to offer her spiritual reflections on the very familiar parable that
Jesus taught, the Parable of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32).
I am going to share with you some of my take aways from her
three points of the younger son’s request, the son’s return, and
the reaction of the Father.

The younger son’s request that his father give him the share
of property that will belong to him is a rebellion and a choice for
a type of voluntary displacement. This younger son would not
wait on his father’s natural passing so he could receive his share
at the natural time. Instead, the younger son takes and goes to a
distant country. With his father, the younger son already has all
he would need to enjoy his life—food, a home, an occupation,
clothing, and love. This child is off because of his own desires
and will. He thought I must live “out there” in the land of else-
where in order to obtain a fulfilled, peaceful and happy life.

This child lives recklessly and eventually finds himself not
better fed, but close to starving; not better clothed, but with
a dirty, tattered robe and perhaps even no sandals; not better
employed, but used up and spent out by his work; not with new
friends and community, but aware that there is a lack of concern
by others about his welfare; and not more peaceful, but driven to
a spiritual and emotional “bottom” with harshness and severity.

Why do we, like this younger son, and Adam and Eve,
want what God doesn’t give us, or what he hasn’t given us yet?
When we leave the Father, we become enslaved. We keep try-
ing to find our “true self”” in a world of “false love.” Why do
we sometimes send ourselves where we think we need to be?
Is it not because of our sin, our attachments, our addictions,
our obsessions, our compulsions, our own limited way of think-
ing and seeing the wotld, our past traumas, our damaged selves,
our disordered thinking? All of these reasons lead us to distant
countries, to turn away from the Father. The mystery of God’s
love is that we are loved so much that we are free to leave, but
we come to understand God loves us so much that we don’t
want to leave.

As for the younger son’s return, he models for us a return
of being a child again as Jesus explains, “unless you turn and be-
come like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven”
(Matt 18:3). Like Nicodemus came to understand, we too have
to be born again (John 3:1-21). We have to have that second
innocence-since our first innocence is gone. We have to become
like the younger son, and when we have found ourselves in a
distant country, we have to turn, and then re-turn, and go to the
Father we left and be embraced.

Finally, let us consider the Fathet’s reaction to his younger
son’s return. Perhaps the father is also prodigal. Another mean-
ing of prodigal is “having or giving something on a lavish scale.”
Isn’t the father lavish when he runs filled with compassion to-
watd his son and puts a tobe on him - the best robe? And isn’t
the father lavish when he puts a ring on the younger son’s fin-

o See SPIRITUALLY page 22

e P aceEs 1o WORSHIP ®

BLUEVALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315
Sundays: School:10 a.m.,Worship:1 |
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 * Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| |
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev.Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30;Worship 10:30
CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA « 706-746-2999
Sundays: 10 a.m.Worship; Holy Communion Ist & 3rd Sundays
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
The Rev'd Dr. Michael Matlock, Rector
464 U.S. Hwy. 64E, Cashiers, NC
CAC@christanglicancashiers.org * 828-743-1701
Sunday: 9:30a Adult Christian Ed; 10:30a Holy Eucharist;
6p Contemplative Worship with music and prayer thru Oct. 27
Wed: 6p Potluck, Bible Study
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf « 743-5470 www.cashiers.church
Sun.S.S 9:30a,10:45a; Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals |10am.;
Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.
Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| la.m.

I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com ¢ 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC « Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins
Sun: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am
Wed.:Youth 5:30-7pm;Women’s Bible Study: Mon. 4:30pm, Tues.
10am; Men’s Bible Study:Wed. & Thurs. 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144 « 696 Sky Valley Way #447
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas
Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev.W. Bentley Manning, Rector * 526-2968
5th and Main streets * www.incarnationwnc.org
Sunday: Rite |, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite Il with Choir 10:30
am in Sanctuary,VWed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel,
Morning Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 » www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor ¢ 220 Main Street, Highlands
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am;Women’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Emily Wilmarth, pastor; Kelley Connelly Asso. Pastor
828-526-3175 + fpchighlands.org
Sun.:Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.;Worship || a.m.
Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m.Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:| | am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814

Services: Sundays |0am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm
HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. « Glenville. NC ¢ 743-2729 * Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a.Worship | la & 7p. Bible Study 6p
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.;VWorship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 « 165 S. Sixth Street
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays:Worship:| |
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson * 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily
sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376
In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
909a Bluegrass and | la Traditional
www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH:ELCA
2152 Dillard Road * 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdrof
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C.28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| |. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin « 828-634-1312 « mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: Ist Fri.and 3rd Sat.and Rosh Hashanah & Yom
Kippur.
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583  Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church. 4224 Big Ridge
(4.5 miles from NC 107)

Weds:Youth Group 6 p.m.; Bible Study 6:30 p.m,;
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone — 526-2418
Tues. - 9:30am; Thurs. - 9:30am; Sat. 4pm; Sun. - | lam
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship —| | am.& 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates ¢ 526-3212
Sun.: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev.Andy Cloer
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| | a.m.
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m.
ST.JUDFE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass:Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon; Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: » 743-2359 » Rev. Rob Wood
Sunday Rites-Holy Eucharist: 8a.9:30 & | la
Visit our website www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com for
schedules of activities.

Our Bazaar Barn is open Thurs. - Sat. 10a -2p.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin ¢ uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - || a.m.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers +828-743-2122
Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:| | am
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e PoLicE & FIRE REPORTS @

Highlands Police entries from
Aug. 25. Only the names of persons
arrested, issued a summons/cita-
tion, issued a Class-3 misdemeanor
or those of public officials have been
used.

Aug.25

* At 2:32 p.m., Josimar Sanchez Chavez,
29, of Highlands, was arrested for DUI,
Driving left of center and carrying unsealed
alcohol in the vehicle when it was stopped
on Main Street. He was issued a $1,500 se-
cured bond.

* At 421 p.m., officers were called
about a shoplifting incident involving a
65-year-old man at Mountain Fresh Gro-

cery involving concealment of merchandise,
larceny after concealment and resisting ar-
rest when a person took two bottles of wine
valued at $250 and fled from law enforce-
ment in a black Land Rover.

Aug. 30

* Mary Frances Wilmoth, 57, of States-
ville, NC, was arrested for three counts of
Failure to Appear in three counties — Sur-
ry, Cabarrus and Forsyth. She was issued a
$115,000 secured bond. Her trial was Sept.5

Sept.5

* At 1:30 p.m,, officers received a report
of damage to personal property at a home
on Mt. Lori where a fence was hit with a ve-
hicle.

.SHOOTING continued from page 7

sidered to be under any type of threat at
this time.

“We want to urge parents to speak
with their children about how their words
matter. In this day and age, we have zero
tolerance for any comments made that
put any Macon County school’s safety into
question,” he said.

Highlands Police Dept.

Due to recent events, an ongoing
commitment to ensuring the safety and
security of our students, Highlands Police
Department has enhanced patrols around
local schools. This proactive measure
comes as part of our continued efforts to
provide a safe and supportive environment
for all students and school staff.

Many may have seen officers sta-
tioned at key locations at Highlands School
and daycare facilities during peak times, in-
cluding drop-off and pick-up hours. This
increased visibility is aimed at deterring
potential threats, responding swiftly to any
incidents, and fostering a sense of security
within our community.

“Our primary goal is to create a safe
learning environment for our children,”
said Police Chief Andrea Holland. “By
increasing our patrols and working closely
with school officials, we are reinforcing our
commitment to school safety and ensuring
that our students, teachers, and parents feel
secure.”

The enhanced patrols will include:

* Increased Foot and Vehicle Patrols:

* Collaboration with School Staff:

* Community Engagement: Officers
will be available to interact with students,
patents, and school staff, building relation-
ships and trust within the community.

In addition to these measures, the
Highlands Police Department encourages
patents and guardians to remain vigilant
and report any suspicious activities or

concerns to local law enforcement immedi-
ately. The safety of our children is a shared
responsibility, and the community’s active
participation is essential.

“We appreciate the support of our
community and school partners as we work
together to keep our schools safe,” said
Chief Holland “By increasing our presence
and maintaining open lines of communica-
tion, we aim to ensure a secure and positive
educational environment for all.”

For more information or to report any
concerns, please contact Andrea Holland at
828-482-2249 or 828-526-9431. If you have
an emergency, please call 9-1-1.

Area School Administrators

Still, getting threatening social media
screenshots has made students nervous.

Highlands School principal Sarah Hol-
brooks said she and the school as a whole
are thankful for the partnership between
the school, the Central Office, the Macon
County Sheriff’s Office and Highlands PD.

“As a team, we have collaboratively
planned and worked hard to minimize the
dangers a dangerous world presents on a
daily basis. We continuously review these
plans and make changes as necessary,” she
said. “Highlands School is a wonderful and
safe space to work and learn. And, we are
very thankful to have a full-time SRO on
campus every day.

Jeff Miles, head of The Rabun Gap-
Nacoochee School has reached out to qualm
fears expressed by his students from Macon
and Rabun counties and beyond.

“The recent tragedy at Apalachee High
School and subsequent online threats to
schools in the region have understandably
raised concern. While no threats have been
directed at our school, we remain vigilant
and proactive in protecting our close-knit
campus community.

“Our Campus Safety Manager Adam

The Highlands Fire & Rescue log
from Sept. 3.

Sept. 3

* At 5:51 p.m., the dept. responded to a

motor vehicle accident on Hickory Hill Road.

Sept. 5

* At 7:34 a.m.,, the dept. responded to
a motor vehicle accident on NC 28 south
(VWalhalla Road).

* At 12:10 p.m., the dept. responded to
a fire alarm at a residence on Ravenel Ridge
road.

Sept. 6

* At 1:54 p.m, the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Magnolia Drive.

Sept.7

Casebolt brings extensive experience in law
enforcement and campus security. We ben-
efit from strong partnerships and effective
communication with local law enforcement
agencies, and we are grateful for their care
of our school community.

“In continuing our efforts to provide
the highest standards of safety, we imple-
mented significant safety technologies, train-
ing, and protocols in all divisions beginning
last spring,” he said.

Though administration at Summit
Charter in Cashiers is unaware of any is-
sues, Head of School Kurt Pusch said main-
taining a safe learning environment for our
students, staff, and families will always be a
priority at Summit.

“We strive to uphold a culture that fos-
ters trust, care and openness where students
and parents feel safe reporting and sharing
concerns with school staff]” he said.

* A little past midnight, the dept. was
first-responders to a residence on Sawmill
road.

* At 4:14 p.m., the dept. responded to
a motor vehicle accident on NC 28 south
(Walhalla Road).

Sept. 8

* At 3:47 p.m., the dept. responded to a
vehicle fire on Flat Mountain Road.

Sept. 9

* At 7:53 a.m,, the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Laurel Branch
Road.

Sept. 10

* At 6:04 a.m,, the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Buck Creek

COREY JAMES GALLERY

& Estate Consignments

Bronze sculpture ¢ Paintings
Vintage & Antique Collectables &
Furniture + Costume Jewelry

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

The Coolest Golf Course
in Georgia

Sky#Valley

* Incredible Views
* Par 72 Championship Course
stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
® Open Daily e Year-Round e Public Golf
2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta ® 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC

For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals,
please call 706-746-5302
www.skyvalleycountryclub.com
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HIGHLANDS CHURCH Paul Corbin Cosmos Flowers
9a Sunday mornings Full Service Florist
LIVE STREAM: Andy Stanley Cogmog  Store: 828-526-0044
©c oo s Cell: 828-200-6101
Following Jesus makes your life better, T T HOWERS cosmosflowersnc@gmail.com
rd s you better at life! A&O LANDSCAPING SERVICES, LLC .\f 95 H;iTII::CVdZSPIaza
828-371-2240 ,Xh Insta
g T gram and facebook
FOI‘ detalls, teXt Bee at 404'307'1415 Pcorbin I 63 I @aOI.Com @cosmosflowersnc
CHESTNUT STORAGE
Storage Units Available 1 DOG SITTING
Secure 24-Hour Access . .
Easy In - Easy Out Inie « daily qrop-m visits
Great Rates - Great Terms i { ’ :;/aerglght & extended
the hemlocks Call today to find out why we’re [l B ) Iki
on 25 acres at the base sy AL VAL W b= - dog walking
of Whiteside “Highlands Premier Facility” ; . 828.424.4637
Mountain. 828-482-1045 Look for our sign!
Buck Creek Rd - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Road near the hospital

Highlands Automotive

Call Raul Kim’s Compassionate Care
Service - . NC 706-982-3803 Skilled Hands & A Warm Heart
& # - ~ Inspection 706-970-7638 Kimberly Ferrell
Repair S A Station 828-347-0255 & Certified Nursing Assistant/Caregiver
GRADING, INC. ?gf (e:::stiziderience
@ K B354 '__:: b - i ] G d-valen:i:gcrladil?g@gr;aii:l.f:o-m Wall Reerences A\P/ailable
Auroiese rading e Lot Clearing e Retaining Wa
828-787-2360 Driveways e Septic Placement 828-347-2542

2851 Cashiers Road ¢ highlandsautomeotive.com

° Grading 828-200-9217 Fully Insured 360 MAIN STREET
: : ESTATE JEWELERS OF
* Excavating HIGHLANDS
e Driveways :"a't‘el i
* Build sites enas e :
- Available U5 @ W T T :
e Hauling = W g
* Septic Systems L e v T ':’“’#{,;‘7 -
Yol o =
. \AZ: I -- 13 sy :
Edwin Wilson M NDQZATREE ExPEnT ”"Lr . 2 £
Cell (828) 421-3643 Quality Tree Care & Removal |8+ years _,_ ,’.ﬁ 3 f -
3 i n n -
Office/fax (828) 526-4758 estimates@mendozatree.com Q‘ % \ﬂ-# :;5 =
wilsongrading@yahoo.com mendozatreeservices.com aﬁ i"”1 =T
: y 864-481-0598 = SIG"
_ i INFOECOUNSELING-CENTER.ORG € ' ' 2
e LOCATED AT THE PEGGY CROSBY CENTER
COUNSELING S 348 5. 5TH STREET, HIGHLANDS, NC 28741 ©» - - E\,"Ehnv
CENTER A OFFICES: 201. 203 & 210 9%‘ % ;
HIGHLAMDS, MC o . : . - “x
" WE STRIVE TO STRENGTHEN FAMILIES AND INDIVIDUALS Bal Zﬂ I!En '-\_ kY
BY PROVIDING ACCESS TO OUALITY MENTAL HEALTH T.lt ITH BEE "BZE =
SERVICES REGARDLESS OF FINANCIAL ABILITY. Emall .lnﬂnghlamls@gmall nnm




Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Off ce: 828-526-8784
ryan.bears@allentate.com

mtntours.com
Nastabalo National

> 828-526-9325 «

Generators aren’t just a “thing” we do,
generators are all we do!

Al Stoneham

Realtor-Broker
Luzury Home Spectalist

Licensed in NC & GA

Cell: 828-332-9767
al.stonecham@allentate.com

ALLEN TATE REALTORS/PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP
HIGHLANDS/SCAIM@GUNTAIN/CASHIERS
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FOR SALE

GOLDEN DOODLE PUPPIES - Local par-
ents on site. Call 502-827-8414. (st. 9/5)

SEASONED FIREWOOD - Any size load.
call 828-342-6806. (st. 1/25)

TINY HOME LOTS FOR SALE. $55k-$85k
ea. Each lot comes with water, power, and sewer
run to each lot. www.TinyMountainEstates.com for
more info. (st. | 1/22/24)

RV SITE - class A only - in Wildflower Creek
RV Resort. Just minutes from Highlands and Sky Val-
ley. Full hook-up, concrete pad, landscaped and stor-
age shed. $195,000. For more info call 828-421-1709
or email bobnnancync@gmail.com. (st. 1/25)

FOR RENT

SEASONAL NEW LOG CABIN ON

SAGEE DRIVE. 2 bedroom & 2 bath suites on

Creek. | 1/2 mile to downtown. Monthly or season-

DESIMIR PETROVIC

e
CERTIHED J.

THE FIREWOOD COMPANY
828.200.3050
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Kiln dried
FIREWOOD

Delivery or pickup

2460 Cashiers Road « Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com

Growing Happiness One Stem at aTime!
Local NE Pumpkins and
Georgia Flower % ? Gourds
Farm &-ﬂ We * o
° . ‘eekly
Mobile 9 Flower
Flower Parlor % o
for , b [t Subscriptions
__"' '|I s _‘.1._'_'__,-“:_ : .
EV(Ents _ -..{\ | i .:II Weekly
Aaron & Justyne \SJ i ij” Flower
Reese L | Subscriptions
828-342-2740 randrflowerfarm@gmail.com
Facebook: R&R Mobile Farm and Cart/Instagram:@randrflowercart

* CI ASSIFIEDS ®

ally $8,700 (1) month $7,200 (3) Months. email: re-
nee7726@gmail.com (st. 5/2)

WORKFORCE HOUSING - 2 bedroom/2
bath and 3 bedroom/2 bath with between High-
lands & Cashiers. Includes hi-speed internet, water,
& washer/dryer. No dogs. Inquires, Marcy_(706) 982-
0444 or (828)-482-4239, (st. 5/2/24)

HELP WANTED

TRAINED SINGER NEEDED TO CAN-
TOR Sunday morning Masses at Our Lady of the
Mountains (Highlands) and St. Jude (Cashiers / Sap-
phire) Catholic churches. Qualifications: strong vocal
and sightreading skills; technical ability to access mu-
sic digitally; experience singing in liturgical settings;
commitment to Sundays, Holy Week, Christmas
services. Pay negotiable. Contact: 828-526-2418 or
olmountainshighlands@rcdoc.org.

ORGANIST/PIANIST NEEDED to play for
| lam Sunday worship services and Wednesday eve-
ning choir rehearsals (5:30-7pm) at First Presbyte-
rian Church, Highlands, NC. $24K annual salary. No
administrative duties involved. Our organ is a circa
2004 |6-rank 2 manual Wicks pipe organ. For more
information, contact Angie Jenkins, Director of Mu-
sic Ministry @ 828-200-0183. (st. 6/13)

ESTABLISHED CUSTOM HOMEBUILD-
ER IN HIGHLANDS/CASHIERS area looking
for project superintendent to manage multiple sites
and subcontractors. Please send resume to: JW Un-
derwood Construction LLC PO.Box 147, Highlands
NC 2974. Or email: john@jwunderwoodconstruc-
tion.com (st. 5/2)

SERVICES

CAREGIVER/SITTER with 40 years experi-
ence available for part-time personal care, errands,
transportation, meals, etc. Highlands full-time resident.
Robert Doe 828.399.0262. (st. 8/29)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDYMAN -
Chatlos Construction — Remodels,Additions, Framing,
Siding, Roofing, Decks, Painting. References. Insured.
828-200-4071. (4/25)

MURPHY’S PAINT CO. - interior/exte-
rior painting/sheetrock repair/wallpaper removal/log
homes/decks. Insured. Free estimates. 828-332-0525
or 828-421-8600. (10/10)

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR ANY-
THING HAULED AWAY? Call or text James of
Going Gone at 828-421-2655. (3/28)

Complete property cleanup - house, garage, property,
etc. Call at 828-200-2855. (st. 9/28)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN VIN-
SON: scanning photos, slides & negatives to CD or
DVD for easier viewing.Video transfer to DVD. Every-
thing done in house. Leave message at 828-526-5208.
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ALL PRDCEEDS COTO EUMMUN[TY OUTREA H

AN UPSCALE RESALE STORE WITH 10,000 SQ FT

OF SHOPPING!

il oo ¢
' o

BAZAAR BARN

FOR MOREINFORMATION OR TO DOMNATE, CONTACT SKIP RYAMN AT (228) 226-2588

1846 HWY 107N in Cashiers
(Across from Blue Ridge School)

THURSDAY, FRIDAY &
SATURDAY 10AM-2PM

H M
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NOW OPENI

Beauty Specialists

Danielle

® Hair Cuts and Color
® Eyebrow Tints and Facial Waxing
® Dermalogica Facials

Adriana

322 Main St Highlands NC

828-482-1112

e Biz/ORrRG NEWS ®

HCHF awards over $1 million through 17 grants

The Highlands Cashiers Health
Foundation (HCHF) has announced
they have awarded seventeen grants,
committing over $1 million to the
community in their 2024 Grant Cy-
cle. HCHF has a strong commitment
to funding lasting solutions aimed at
the following strategic focus areas:
Health, Access to Healthcare, and
Behavioral and Mental Health. The
grants awarded in the 2024 cycle
will help to expand needed services
across western North Carolina by
supporting a variety of health-related
programs and services in the region.

This year’s recipients are
AWAKE., Blue Ridge Free Den-
tal Clinic, Blue Ridge Health, Boys
and Gitls Club of the Plateau, Child
Medical Collaborative, Clay County
Governing Board, Community Care
Clinic of Franklin, Life Challenge of
WNC, Macon County EMS, Pisgah
Legal Services, REACH of Macon
County, Southwestern Child Devel-
opment Commission: Nurse-Family
Partnership, Summit Charter School,
Together We Can Do Great Things,
Vecinos, Western Carolina Medical
Society Foundation, and Western

Carolina Pacesettets.

“HCHF is dedicated to en-
hancing the health and well-being
of our Highlands, Cashiers, and
surrounding communities,” said Dr.
Barbara Corcoran, HCHF Board
Chair,” “The 2024 grant awards
demonstrate our commitment to
supporting and fostering initiatives
that continue to improve health
throughout our region.”

The 17 grant awards focused
on supporting a wide range of
progtams aimed at improving the
overall health and well-being of the
community. These initiatives include
expanding primary care availability,
improving access to dental care, pro-
viding mental and behavioral health
support for youth, conducting medi-
cal evaluations for victims of abuse,
supporting substance abuse recov-
ery programs, upgrading medical
technology in ambulances, offering
legal services to survivors of vio-
lence and child abuse, establishing
partnership programs for expectant
mothers, supporting school-based
health, increasing access to colorec-
tal cancer screening for underserved

THE
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Highlands ® Cashiers ® Atlanta

828.200.3050

bobhenritze @gmail.com ® www.firewoodcompany.net

populations, and more.

Since its establishment on Feb-
ruary 1, 2019, HCHF has awarded
135 grants, providing over $10 mil-
lion to 82 organizations across our
communities. These grants have
had a substantial and enduring ef-
fect on the well-being of our resi-
dents, ensuring that all members of
our community have greater access
to necessary care.

“Our goal is to create a health-
ier community by investing in in-
novative solutions to healthcare
challenges and supporting organi-
zations that provide critical services
to our community,” said Chatlotte
Muir, Executive Director. “We are
proud to partner with these or-
ganizations and work together to
improve the overall health and well-
being of people in western NC.”

HCHF will be holding an
awards ceremony on October 8 at 4
pm at the Village Green in Cashiers
to celebrate this year’s 17 grantees
and the impactful work they are do-
ing in the community. For addition-
al information about the Highlands
Cashiers Health Foundation, please
visit www.HCHealthFnd.org;

~SPIRITUALLY
from page 18

ger - meaning he trusts his son - still
- even after everything the younger
son has done? And isn’t the father
lavish when he gives his younger son
sandals? The son is not barefoot any
longer - like the hired help or like the
enslaved workers.

Through conscious choices,
like the younger son, let us too, come
to ourselves, and go back to the Fa-
ther - step by step; let us not hide and
stay away. With our empty hands, a
humble spirit, a repentant attitude, a
mindset to accept the life that God
gives, and a desire to love Him with
all our hearts and all our soul and all
our mind. | invite us to cease tak-
ing from God so that we can learn
to receive what He gives. I invite us
to return from wandering in distant
places, so we can be at home with
the Father. Let us cease resisting, so
God can do for us and love on us
how He wants. Let us picture our-
selves in the Father’s embrace, being
transformed and reborn.



SILVER EAGLE

Native American Jewelry
Crystal & Gem Gallery
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349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Darlene Conley
Mountain Luxury

Your Dream. Your Journey. YOU'RE
HOME!

Dedicated to finding the home you ve
always wanted.

Cell: 404-427-2448

darlenc.conley@allentate.com

ALLEN TATE REALTORS/
PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP
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Country Club Properties
Your local hometown

Real Estate professionals.

3 Offices 828-526-2520
www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

Mountain
House
| &
The Ruffed
Grouse
Tavern

hlandermountainhouse.com
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REALTORS

Highlands Properties

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522
www.highlandsproperties.com

Chambers Rca%_
&
Vacation Rentals

Highlanc]s is ca”ing

Sales, Vacation Rentals,
and Property Management

Since 1941

401 N.Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com

- info@highlandsiscalling.com
m/CRVRHij iscalli
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ateps://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals
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HOMESERVI

REALTY

MITZI RAUERS

Broker / Luxury Collection
Specialist
(404) 218-9123

MEADOWS MOUNTAIN

Performing Arts Center

Martin-Lipscomb
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555 &537 N 5th St.
Highlands
4.80 acres
LIVE
INTHE HEART
OF HIGHLANDS!

$5,950,000

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742
AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

Highlands
Sotheby’s

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

Highlands

So

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

114 N. 4th Street * Highlands, NC

Local Expertise, Global Connections.

office: 828.526.8300 * cell: 828.337.0706
sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com * highlandssir.com

Licensed in NC and GA

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 2”°

Trusted advisors
providing impeccable
personalized service

ALLEN TATE REALTORS/PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP

(404) 219-1349 « HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC

*

Cell: 828-787-1895
Office: 828-526-4663
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com

LANDMARK

REAL ESTATE SALES & VACATION RENTALS

HIGHLANDS DFFICE | 225 MAIN STREET

L
o
PAM MELLIS

EROKER




Realtors®

JULIE OSBORN
& PAT ALLEN

| 828.200.6165 | 828.200.9179
julie.osborn@allentate.com
pat.allen@allentate.com

LUXURY
pzf | PORTFOLIO
INTERNATIONAL

REALTY GROUP

MORE THAN 33 YEARS OF
EXEMPLARY SERVICE ON THE PLATEAU

Our clients rate us 5 out of 5 % + # + +

V()TED AMERICA’S BEST esicss sesr o

e

@LANDMARK :

REAL ESTATE SALES & VACATION RENTALS

S e

Fﬂi

Cell: 843-576-9653

Office: 828-526-4663 @
cole@landmarkrg.com
@highlandsncrealestate

COLE FUHRMAN
RROKER

= DAVID
) BOCK

Do € Liipers

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240

Deborah “Bee” Gleeson
404.307.1415
BeeGlee4@Gmail.com
and
Pat Gleeson
828.782.0472
PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.com

Highlands | Sotheby's

Our numbers speak for themselves.

$1.02

Sales Volume, 2020 - 2023

Downtown Highlands
(828) 526.8300

WIT_D TH‘FME GI"IURMET

Open Year-Round « 6 days a week
343-D Main Street « 526-4035
I F, Open
-l 7 days
Lunch &
Dinner
11a-3:30p
&
5:30-9p
www.wildthymegourmet.com

(w WOLFGANG'S
RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRC
) Taste the difference, Always fresh.

Wed. through Sun.

Real Estate Firm

Transactions

Average Sales Price

Agents L)
Bistro opens at 4p
Dinner begins at 5:30p |
Cullasaja Club 474 Main Street
(828) 526.4104 828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Every home ...

has a story.
Let us tell yours.

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE
— HIGHLANDS CASHIERS ——

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com
210 North Fifth Street,
Highlands, NC 28731

@ ...on the Verandah
@ Restaurant
>~on Lake Sequoyah

828-526-2338
42 Years of Fine Dining

Open

5:30-9p

7 Days

a week

www.ontheverandah.com

MCCULLEY’S
CASHMERE

Scotland’s Best Knitwear

Open 7 days a week
526-4407
242 S. 4th St. & Pop up
on Main Street @




