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The following was intended as a letter-to-the-editor but it ended up being 
much more. What started as an Episcopal Church of  the Incarna-
tion mission, evolved into something life-changing for Highlander Jane 
Chalker. Haiti has been her passion and a second home for decades. 
She offers the following first-hand knowledge about the people and their 
love of  pets, including dogs.

By Jane Chalker
This is my first ever letter-

to-the-editor of  a newspaper. 
Since the stories of  Haitians eat-
ing neighbors’ pets have surfaced, 
many have asked me if  this could 
be true. I have been called by a 
friend the “Highlands’ Haitian 
expert” so, I felt compelled to 
answer.

My first visit to Haiti was in 
January 2002. Since then, I have 
traveled there more than 50 times 
– visiting six times one year taking 
youth groups from many church-
es and universities - my longest 
stay was a month. 

My visits have been in the 
Central Plateau considered the 
poorest part of  Haiti, the poor-
est country in the western hemi-
sphere. I stay in the village Cange. 
Dr Paul Farmer began Partners in 

This pet came to church and slept 
near the altar at the feet of the  
pastor during the Sunday morning 
service.

Why eating dogs just isn’t 
something Haitians would do

Health (Zanmi LaSante in Cre-
ole) in Cange. I have a house in 
Cange. 

Regarding the recent focus 
on Haitians in Springfield, OH, I 
was recently asked about animals 
and pets in Haiti. 

First, goats, chickens, fish, 
and small black pigs are the usual 

Word on amortization of STRs expected
By Kim Lewicki

The long-awaited vote on 
whether to amortize short-term 
rentals will be taken tonight at the 
September Town Board meeting 
in the Community Building at 7 

p.m.
The process begins with a 

vote on whether to amend the ver-
biage in the Unified Development 
Ordinance (UDO) that currently 
allows STRs in R1 and R2 in ex-

istence prior to Sept. 15, 2022, to 
verbiage that would end all STRs 
in R1 and R2 through amortiza-
tion as of  Sept. 15, 2027.

As per state statute, any 

By Kristin Fox
After two years of  ups and 

downs, meetings and studies, the 
Highlands School project got the 
go ahead from the Macon County 
Board of  Commissioners at last 
week’s regular monthly meet-
ing. Commissioners voted 4-1 to 
move forward with the expan-
sion and renovation of  Highlands 
School at a cost of  $7,983,983 
which keeps the project on track 
for a completion date of  fall 2025.

Commissioner Josh Young 
voted no.

Though Commissioner Hig-
don’s has voted against the High-
lands Project in the past, since he 
left the meeting early - prior to the 
vote - his vote counted as a “yes.”

HS Project 
gets hard 

fought OK 
from BOC

BOE member Wilkes holds 
commissioners to task;

Shearl says ‘good luck’ funding 
the soccer field renovation

NC 106 will be closed Sun., Sept. 22 from 9p to 7a Mon., Sept. 23.

From left are HFR Chief Ryan Gearhart and HFR Asst. Chief Robbie Forrester 
lowering the flag to half mast on Sept. 11 at a ceremony honoring those who 
lost their lives in the 2001 terrorist attacks. By Brian O’Shea

Highlands honors 9/11 victims
By Brian O’Shea, 
Plateau Daily News

Highlands police and fire de-

partments held a flag ceremony on 
Sept. 11 at the new fire station to 
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•SnapShot•

...and so it finally begins
Last week, surveyors from McGill Associates began documenting Mirror Lake - the first step prior 
to beginning Phase 1 of the dredging project set to begin the end of September or beginning of 
October.

Photo by Don DeBat

Do you have a heartfelt, funny, interesting, or beautiful photo you would like to share in our new 
“ShapShot” section? Email it to highlandseditor@aol.com or text it to 828-200-1371, with a 
brief  description and a name. No anoonymous photos will be accepted.

The Highlands Town Board of  
Commissioners will meet to-
night Thursday, Sept. 19. At 

6 p.m., there will be a board work-
shop followed by the official month-
ly meeting at 7 p.m. Both meetings 
will be at the Highlands Commu-
nity Center next to the ballfield. The 
meetings can be accessed remotely 
by a link on the town website.

 The 6 p.m. workshop agenda 
includes three items. First, the board 
will immediately go into a closed 
session to consult with the town at-
torney about the handling of  the Huff  lawsuit 
against the town. Last year, both parties to the 
suit agreed to a court-ordered stay of  the suit. 
This agreement ends at the beginning of  Oc-
tober, and the suit may move forward.

 After the closed session, the open pub-
lic session will address two items. The town 
has received several requests from area facili-
ties for our sewer plant to receive sludge from 
their small sewer package plants. Currently, 
this sludge is trucked a substantial distance for 
disposal. If  the board grants permission, these 
entities would dispose of  their sludge into our 
sewer plant. Since they have treated the sludge 

in accordance with state standards 
at their package plants, our plant 
operators would know exactly what 
was entering our system.

Prohibitions of  septic com-
panies depositing their waste in the 
plant would continue.

The town can consider accept-
ing sludge because we now have 
a new, very efficient belt press for 
processing sludge quickly. These 
agreements to process sludge would 
net the town about $40,000 a year. 
The board will have to weigh the 

benefits of  such a program against potential 
problems.

The board will also review a proposed 
NCDOT crosswalk at Hickory Street and 
North 4th Street near the ballfield. Since North 
4th is US 64, NCDOT would oversee the proj-
ect by designing and painting the actual cross-
walk. The town would have to commit to alter-
ing the sidewalk curbing to be ADA-compliant 
for the crosswalk. There may be a couple of  
other areas where crosswalks could be installed.

On a related matter, in recent weeks, NC-
DOT has been repainting existing crosswalks 
in town with specialized, long-lasting paint. 
The town has also paid NCDOT extra funds to 
paint town street crossings.

 There will be one major item at the 7 p.m. 
Town Board meeting. That item is the final ac-
tion on the proposed amendment to amortize 
short-term rentals in R1 and R2 zoning dis-
tricts. A public hearing was held on September 
5th where speakers on both sides of  this issue 
had the opportunity to address the board. Prior 
to this final action tonight, and in accordance 
with state statutes, the town has been taking 
written comments before and after the public 
hearing. Our town clerk has sent these com-
ments to our Sunshine List in several batches. 
She has also made sure the comments are sent 
to the commissioners.

The 7 p.m. board meeting will open with 
public comments. I request that those who have 
spoken at the hearing and/or submitted written 
comments consider not speaking again during 
the public comment period. On the other hand, 
if  someone feels they have a new point on the 
issue that needs to be stated, by all means, do so.

Finally, I want to lend my full support to 
our playground initiative, which is being spear-
headed by Commissioners Stiehler and Weller. 
We are in the middle of  seeking private funds 
for the project. I encourage everyone to donate 
by going to www.highlandsplay.net.

Tonight’s worksession and board agendas
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Erick Baker
THURSDAY,  OCTOBER 10

purchase tickets
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801 SPLIT RAIL ROW 
$2,200,000 I MLS 104075 I 3 BED I 4 BATH 

Pam Nellis 
(828) 787-1895 I pam.nellis@landmarkrg.com

Cole Fuhrman 
(843) 576-9653 I cole@landmarkrg.com

LANDMARK 
REAL ESTATE SAlIS I VACATION r((NlAlS 

TheBascom.org | 828.526.4949

Sep 27
4 - 6:45 pm
Keynote by 
Stephanie Moore, 
Executive Director 
The Center for 
Craft (Asheville) 
and Reception

Sep 28
10 am - 4 pm
Demonstrations by 
featured artists

Due to the generosity of our sponsors, the 
symposium is free to all and is an event 
for those who want to drop in or 
participate in the entire event. 

14th Annual 
Bascom Clay Symposium
Featuring animal and figurative ceramic 
sculpture, showcasing the talents of 
this year’s selected artists: Christine 
Kosiba, Andrea Keys Connell, and 
Taylor Robenalt. Join us for a day of 
demonstrations as each artist shares their 
unique stories, sources of inspiration, 
and techniques refined over the years.

Featuring
Andrea Keys Connell 
Christine Kosiba 
Taylor Robenalt

Funding is due in part 
to a Tourism Grant with 
Visit Highlands, NC.

...9/11 continued from page 1

honor the nearly 3,000 people who died in 
the 2001 terrorist attacks on the Twin Tow-
ers, the Pentagon, and Flight 93.

On Sept. 11, 2001, 19 terrorists com-
mitted murder-suicide and killed 2,977 
people from 90 nations: 2,753 people were 
killed in New York; 184 people were killed 
at the Pentagon; and 40 people were killed 
on Flight 93, according to 911memorial.org.

Highlands Fire & Rescue Chief  Ryan 
Gearhart and Highlands Police Chief  An-
drea Holland spoke heartfelt words remem-
bering those who died and then lowered the 
flag to half-mast.

“One of  the many reasons we have a 
ceremony on 9/11 is to remember the ones 
that lost their lives on that day,” said Chief  

Gearhart. “343 firemen were killed on that 
day. They went on shift that morning, not 
knowing it would be their last.”

72 police officers were also killed in 
the attack.

Gearhart said that lowering a flag to 
half  mast is a symbol of  our respect and in 
remembrance of  the fallen.

“When we lower the flag to half  mast, 
it is a symbol of  respect for those who have 
passed away,” said Chief  Gearhart. “It is 
usually ordered by the Governor’s office as 
to when we lower and raise the flags.”

Members of  the Highlands American 
Legion Post 970 and the community were 
also present to pay their respects.



Highlands Newspaper -Thurs., Sept. 19, 2024 - 828-200-1371 - Page 5

UNR I VA L ED

3641 Horse Cove Road
Highlands, NC 28741 | $999,000 | MLS #104714 

Andrea Schmitt | 828.421.4681

#1 in the Carolinas#1 in the Carolinas
Since 1957Since 1957
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618 Springwater Road
Glenville, NC 28736 | $3,750,000 | MLS #106033 

Kelly Ramsay | 828.556.1252



•Highlands Dining•

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House 

Open for 
LUNCH

Wednesday-Saturday
11:30-3p Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round

Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Lunch: 11a-3:30p 
Dinner: 

5:30p - 9p

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square • Next to Pine St. Park

Sandwich shop and gourmet food market
Open Year-Round

Mon.-Fri.. 11:30a to 5p • Sat. 12-5p (and during Music in the Park Saturday nights!)

Offering a variety of 
hot and cold specialty sandwiches, 

various salads, desserts and charcuterie pre-
pared by a Johnson & Wales certified chef. Stop 
by and enjoy a hot sandwich, a cup of home-

made soup and a daily pasta salad. We have in-
door and outdoor courtyard seating, and a large 
variety of drink options including wine and beer.

Can’t linger? 
Call (828) 305-7509 to place a pick-up order.

The Secret Garden

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

42 Years of Fine Dining
Open
5:30-9p

7 Days a 
Week

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807 
wolfgangs.net

Wednesday - Sunday
Bistro Opens at 4pm | Dining Room at 5:30pm

American Cuisine with a  
Creole Twist and German Flair

Celebrating Our 30th Year 
Taste the Difference, Always Fresh!

Open
7 Days 
a Week

Open for
SUNDAY BRUNCH

with Blue Grass music
10a-3p

Open for 
DINNER

Wednesday-Saturday
5:30-9p

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590
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•Dining•

Monday - Thursday, 11 am - 3 pm
Friday - Saturday, 11 am - 8 pm

226 South 4th Street • Highlands, NC 
Highlandsburrito.com

NEW DINNER HOURS!

A HIGHLANDER MOUNTAIN HOUSE HOTEL 

COFFEE BAR NOW OPEN 

Th1mday through Sunday -- Ji-om Sam --

790 North +ch Street, Highlands I info@oucposcinnhighlands.com f 828-482-7716 

• See LETTERS page 8

•Letters•
Our children deserve better

Dear Editor,
This is a response to a letter written by David Snell 

entitled “We must make the world worthy of  its children” 
that ran in the Aug. 8 edition of  Highlands Newspaper. 

Pablo Casals was a principled man who chose to live 
in exile to escape Franco’s fascist government in Spain. 
Casals refused to perform in any country that recognized 
the legitimacy of  the Franco regime including the U.S. 
However, when JFK requested Casals perform in the 
White House to honor Governor Marín of  Puerto Rico 
he relented. In his letter accepting the invitation Casals 
wrote that he knew Kennedy had as his “aim” to “work 
for peace based on justice, understanding and freedom for 
all mankind.” 

Casals wrote in his autobiography published the year 
after his 1973 death that we should say to our children:

“Do you know what you are? You are a marvel. You 
are unique. In all of  the world there is no other child ex-
actly like you… You have the capacity for anything. Yes, 
you are a marvel… You must cherish one another.”

How could a follower of  Casals “you are a marvel” 
child protectionist philosophy support a candidate that 
would allow for the taking of  a child’s life at any point in 
a pregnancy up to the time of  birth? What would Casals 
say to the candidate that supports puberty blockers and 
sexual reassignment surgery for children of  all ages with-
out consent of  the parents? Would Casals condemn the 
California legislature that refuses to pass a bill making it 
a felony to solicit or purchase a minor for sex? And what 
about the Democratic candidate’s support of  a Title IX 

mandate requiring girls’ locker rooms be opened to boys? 
This is antithetical to “cherishing one another”.

Last year DHS admitted to Newsweek to “losing” 
85,000 unaccompanied children that illegally crossed 
the border under the watchful eye of  the current “Bor-
der Czar.” Last week, DHS revised that number to nearly 
300,000. In July the leading housing provider for unaccom-
panied minors to which the government has paid billions, 
Southwest Key Programs, has been accused in a DOJ law-
suit of  committing acts of  “severe sexual abuse” on these 
minors. Neither the “Border Czar” nor Ocasio-Cortez has 
knelt in the dirt at the border to shed tears for any of  these 
children. 

Twelve of  the last 16 years Democrats have controlled 
the White House. Democrats control the media, education, 
big tech, the arts, nine of  the 10 largest cities. Through that 
control they have brought us censorship, wars, defunding 
of  police, increase in crime, lower test scores, 56% increase 
in gas, 26% increase in grocery prices, 20% increase in the 
price of  cars, 21% increase in housing prices, boys play-
ing girls’ sports, DEI, labeling parents domestic terrorists, 
opposition to school choice, flourishing antisemitism, a 
near record number of  both abortions and out of  wedlock 
births. The moral degradation of  our society is directly re-
lated to Democrat policies. Who is better off  today than 
they were four years ago? Certainly not our targeted chil-
dren who have been denied a peace based on justice, un-
derstanding and freedom.

Chip Miller
Cashiers
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...LETTERS continued from page 7

Highlands Chamber of Commerce/
Visit Highlands, NC visithighlandsnc.com

Celebrating Highlands’ Heritage
Featuring traditional music,

dancing, BBQ & MOONSHINE

PERFORMANCES BY 

THE RENOWNED Bagpipers, 
Bailey Mountain Cloggers,

concert by Nu Blue

Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park

Saturday, October 12, 

3:30-7:30pm

Join us!
Nominated for ‘America’s Best’

Top 5% of Brokers in 2022* HCMLS
20 years experience

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

Nominated for ‘America’s Best’
Top 5% of Brokers in 2022* HCMLS

20 years experience

Dear Editor,
When and why did I lose the right to 

live in my home without being harassed and 
intruded on? I read in the newspapers that 
some people are threatening the R1 neigh-
borhood my husband and I chose almost 
20 years ago. We wanted a retreat without 
the concern of  unfamiliar strangers walk-
ing our street and paths. We didn’t plan on 
some neighbors needing to rent out part of  
their homes in order to afford living here. 
There are a lot of  things I can’t afford, but I 
don’t depend on neighbors to make up the 
difference. We also did not expect to make 
travel more affordable for people we have 
never met. 

This is not a communist country. This 

is not a communist village. One correspon-
dent wrote that there is an “intended jovial, 
communal, and adventurous spirit” here 
that shouldn’t be eroded. Well, I am not 
the least bit jovial, communal, or adventur-
ous. I pay my taxes, give generously to local 
nonprofits, attend concerts, use the grocery 
stores, the drugstore, the services, the shops 
and restaurants. But I am a private person, 
and I don’t want random people renting the 
homes near me for a couple of  days before 
they move on. When we walk our dogs, we 
only run into dogs we know and these dogs 
know us. And I am not afraid. 

Marsha O’Connor
Highlands

What’s this I hear about R1 neighborhoods 
being threatened with STRs?

Dear Editor,
Some homeowners may want to give 

up their STR status but don’t want to give 
up the income derived from these short-
term rentals. 

If  the town sets up a fund specifically 
to voluntarily ‘buy out’ owners (most often 
when the properties are being sold), even-
tually they may slowly disappear. A sepa-

rate fund for this purpose can be set up 
within the town for certain neighborhoods 
wherein nearby property owners can con-
tribute to voluntarily “buy out” designated 
adjacent rentals.

Alfred Levy
Franklin, Highlands and Jupiter, 

FL

Town could ‘buy out’ STRs

• See LETTERS page 11
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www.HighlandsNeighborhoodCoalition.com

Thank You, Neighbors!
Thank you to every voter, resident, homeowner, neighbor and friend who worked 

tirelessly with us these last several years to get short-term rentals out of our  
R-1 and R-2 residential neighborhoods.

In 2021 and 2023, when we encouraged you to elect the four candidates to the  
Town Board who supported removing short-term rentals 

from our residential neighborhoods, you did. 

When we asked you to show up at Town Board meetings  
and stand up for our residential neighborhoods, you did! 

And most recently, when we asked you to write, speak out, and  
rise up in favor of a zoning amendment to  

remove short-term rentals in our residential neighborhoods, you did: 

We are sincerely grateful to all who have worked together to 
preserve our Highlands community.  We are proud to call you 

neighbor. 

125 written letters from residents and homeowners before the  
Public Hearing supporting amortization. 

15 pro-amortization speakers at the Public Hearing, along with  

100 neighbors wearing “Homes not Hotels” stickers. 

60 written pro-amortization letters AFTER the Public Hearing  
from residents and property owners. 

Town could ‘buy out’ STRs
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322 Main Street, Highlands • 828-482-0818

Highlands Mercantile on MainHighlands Mercantile on Main

Fine goods for your family and home.
Books • Chocolates • Coffee • Guy Gifts • Home • Skincare

Closed Fri., Sept. 13 thru Mon., Sept. 23

Technology

...HAITI continued from page 1
meat for meals – though most 
Haitians eat only two meals a 
day – about 10a and 5p – if  lucky 
enough to have two meals. Many 
children go to school to have 
their only hot meal of  the day. 

There are very few free, public 
education options in Haiti, with 
most school being tuition-based.

Lake Peligre is a large nearby 
lake. The USA built a damn on the 
Artibonite River in the late ‘50s to 

power Port au Prince, the capital. 
The largest river in Haiti became 
a source of  power, but to the de-
struction of  fertile farmland and 
agriculture for many families. We 
helped establish a fish farm with 

tilapia on the lake. Haitians love 
to eat fish. These fish were caught 
in the lake and are for sale in the 
market.

On one of  several visits, a 
Highlands youth group was with 
me. We went to a Saturday mar-
ket which has everything and 
anything for sale. The group de-
cided to buy a pig, take it home, 
and have it the next day not only 
for their meal, but also to feed 
neighbors who helped and visited 
during our visit. I agreed and said 
only one thing – Do Not Name 
this Pig because then he will be 
a pet! Regardless, the pig quickly 
became “Harry” and went with us 
to feed the neighborhood - not as 
a pet! 

Once we began a goat proj-
ect in a remote village where we 
helped build a church and school, 
and brought in goats not only 
to help feed families, but so the 
family would have a source of  in-
come. 

Goats usually have two or 
three kids giving birth in five to 
six months. Haitian goats are meat 
goats – not milk goats. The most 
delicious goat I ate was cooked 
with vegetables and noodles. 

I have seen three kinds of  

pets in Haiti. Doves are pets. 
Someone will have a bird house 
built in a tree with several doves 
flying in and out.

The second pet is fish. Dr. 
Farmer had a fishpond at his 
house with beautiful koi and he 
had one built by the hospital and 
the Episcopal church so every-
one could enjoy their beauty. 

A third pet, important due 
to the recent stories, is a dog. 
Most dogs in Haiti look exactly 
alike – brown, short hair, and 
skinny. Not only are dogs family 
pets, but they are extremely im-
portant as they guard what little 
possessions a family might have. 
This was explained to me when 
I asked why they care and feed 
them so diligently when they 
have so little to eat themselves.

They said they are well cared 
for and loved because they are 
not only pets but are valued be-
cause they protect the family. 

The love and care for pets 
are family values in Haiti. That is 
part of  the culture. I have seen 
this as birds, fish, and dogs are 
cared for and loved. 

These values are carried 
with the people wherever they 
live. 
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...LETTERS continued from page 8
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Sale! 35% to 55% off 25% off all Cleaning & Repairs!

Open for the last 39 years, Shiraz has been offering wholesale prices to the public on its 
entire inventory of genuinely hand-woven oriental rugs. Thousands of antique and 

contemporary pieces from around the world.
HAND CLEANING • RESTORATION • APPRAISALS

Main Street • Oak Square
Highlands, NC 28741

www.shirazruggalleries.com

OTHER SHOWROOMS:
TAMPA • NAPLES • SARASOTA

ORLANDO

We Purchase Antique RugsMon.-Sat: 9:30a-6p • Sun: noon-5p

(828) 526-5759

About Haitians, dogs and cats
Dear Editor,

Donald Trump and J.D. Vance are 
repeating stories about Haitian immi-
grants eating pets in Springfield, Ohio. 
The Republican Mayor of  the town says 
there are no credible accounts of  this 
happening. The Republican Governor of  
Ohio says that this is not true. They are 
saying these things to make Haitians into 
monsters who we should fear. This is part 
of  their ongoing campaign to demonize 
immigrants. 

As happens when Trump attacks 
groups and individuals, now there are 

threats directed at people and institutions 
in the town. Trump is responsible for his 
rhetoric which incites others over and over. 

The Old Testament repeatedly tells us 
to welcome strangers and Jesus provides a 
powerful lesson about who is our neigh-
bor in the parable of  the Good Samaritan. 
Trump and Vance claim to be Christians. I 
only wish their words and actions reflected 
Jesus’ life and teachings.

Al Brady 
Highlands
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Storefront • Plate Glass • Mirrors
Custom Shower Doors • Insulated Glass 
Custom Mirrors • Tabletops • Sun Rooms 

Replacement of Fogged Glass 
Insulated Units

(828) 349-0088
www.glassshoppe.com

David Lewis, owner
3145 Old Murphy Road

Franklin, NC

Your One-Stop 
Garden Shop

Celebrating 29 
Years!

2460 Cashiers Road • Highlands • 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com •

FALL SALE
All perennials, 
trees & shurbs 

20% OFF! 

50% OFF
SELECT
Pottery

Open
Mon.-Sat. 8a to 5p

A  SNOS DNA HTRAED NALL
(  5239-625 )828
h  /moc.rewopycnegremesda//:sptt

Fall  Home ImprovementFall  Home Improvement
Native Pollinator Perennial and Annual Flowers

Recommended Flowering Perennials and Annuals 
By NC Wildlife Federation

Perennials have a longer lifespan than annuals and will 
come back year after year. Whether perennial or annual, na-
tive pollinator plants set deeper roots so they capture and 
filter higher amounts of  stormwater runoff. This helps re-
duce flooding during extreme weather events and saves wa-
ter since these require less watering after being established. 
Gardeners benefit because these plants are more resilient to 
drought, climate change and other adverse conditions.

Below is a list of  suggested perennials native to North 
Carolina. Many of  the trees listed can be found in all three 
major regions of  North Carolina (Piedmont, coastal, moun-
tain). This list isn’t intended to be comprehensive and only 
highlights a selection of  native trees that many nurseries and 
garden centers are likely to carry.

For a more comprehensive list, see NCWF’s suggested 
North Carolina regional native plant list. You can also pur-

chase NCWF’s custom Butterfly Highway seed packets, 
which include seeds for up to 10 native plants that support 
pollinators and other wildlife.

To stay informed on pollinators and native plants, 
habitat restoration resources and what’s flying and bloom-
ing across North Carolina, sign up for The Butterfly  
Highway newsletter.

Mountain Pollinator Plants
Herbaceous Plants

(Herbaceous plants are vascular plants that have no 
persistent woody stems above ground.)

• Asters (Symphyotrichum spp.)
• Pipevine (Aristolochia tomentosa) 
• Virgin’s bower (Clematis virginiana)

• Trillium (Trillium spp.)
• Dicentra (Dicentra cucullaria or 

Dicentra eximia)
• Virginia bluebells (Mertensia 

virginica)
• Wild ginger (Asarum ca-

nadense) 
• Virginia mountain mint (Pyc-

nanthemum virginianum)
• Swamp milkweed (Asclepias 

incarnata)
• Coneflower (Echinacea pur-

purea)
• Ironweed (Vernonia novebora-

censis)
• Goldenrod spp. (Solidago spp.)
• Late purple aster (Symphotri-

chum patens)

Trees & Shrubs
• Red maple (Acer rubrum)
• American holly (Ilex opaca)
• Mountain laurel (Kalmia 

latifolia)
• Dogwood (Cornus florida)
• Spicebush (Lindera benzoin)
• Maple-leaf  viburnum (Vibur-

num acerifolium)
• Blue Ridge berry (Vaccinium 

pallidum)
• Oaks (Quercus spp.)
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• See GENERATORS page 14

April Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8a to 5p
(Across from the Post Office)

135 Franklin Road
828-526-3956

556 Highlands Rd Franklin, NC • 828.369.2871 

Call us today to schedule 
your closing

Enjoy Cool Fall Evenings 
in your New SPA

HOT TUBS / RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL

Fall  Home ImprovementFall  Home Improvement

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Consider These Reasons to Get a Home Generator
By Travelers

Power outages can be a major inconvenience. They can 
also create problems for you, your family and your home 
as you shift into “emergency mode” to prevent your food 
from spoiling, to safely navigate your home in the dark, or 
simply to keep the heat on. Investing in a home generator 
can help make being without power more bearable – and 
can even fuel some fun when not being used for an emer-
gency.

Home generators come in a variety of  types and sizes, 
from portable versions to standby and inverter units. Por-
table generators typically run on gasoline and need to be 
operated at a safe distance from any structure. Standby gen-
erators start automatically when the power goes out and are 
run on propane or natural gas. Inverter generators have a 
more complex engine than the other types and are much 
quieter than their conventional counterparts. Regardless of  
which type of  generator you choose, you will need to fol-
low the manufacturer recommendations for safe operation 
of  the unit.

It’s helpful to research this useful home device before 
you urgently need it, so here are some reasons to consider 
if  you’re thinking about purchasing a home generator of  
your own.

1. We can’t control the weather.
Most power outages are weather-related. As the num-

ber and severity of  extreme weather events rise, so does the 

likelihood of  a blackout lasting 24 hours or more.
2. You have well water.
Without electricity, your well pump and filtration sys-

tems will quickly lose the ability to provide fresh, safe water 
for drinking, bathing, heating and more to your house.

3. You have a sump pump.
If  you rely on a sump pump to keep your basement or 

crawlspace dry – including all the possessions you keep in 
those areas – losing power means you also lose protection 
against water damage in those areas.

4. You work from home.
If  you run a business or work out of  your home, you 

know every minute counts. Going without power for even 
an hour can be a major inconvenience – if  not a major risk 
– to you, your clients and customers.

5. Food spoils quickly.
According to the FDA, perishable food items should be 

thrown out once your refrigerator has been without power 
for as little as four hours.1

Travelers wants to help you protect the things that mat-
ter to you. We offer a wide breadth of  products so you can 
be covered at home and on the road.

 6. You live in a high-risk or severe climate area.
Some states are more vulnerable to weather-related out-

ages. Others have such severe temperature extremes that 
power to control air conditioning and heating systems can 
be essential for comfort and safety. If  you live in one of  

these areas, your risk to the potentially devastating effects 
of  a power outage increases significantly.

7. Your property is vacant for extended periods of  
time.

If  you are a snowbird, frequent traveler or own a sea-
sonal home, having a generator can protect your property 
from outage-related emergencies – whether you’re in or out 
of  town.

8. Someone in your home relies on an electrically 
powered medical device.

If  you or a loved one requires the assistance of  a home 
medical device that runs on electricity, a power outage can 
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...GENERATORS
continued from page 13
be deadly. A generator can help keep those 
devices running, but you also will want to 
check with a healthcare professional for 
suggestions on how to weather power out-
ages with your particular medical device.2

9. Generators aren’t just for emer-
gencies.

Portable generators can be put to use 
at work or play in, around and away from 
your home, too:

•	 Camping.
•	 Portable power tools.
•	 Outdoor parties and events.
Whether it’s due to storms, falling 

trees or some other challenge, power out-
ages can bring an assortment of  problems 
for homeowners. A home generator can 
become one of  your go-to remedies for 
those unexpected situations. Checking 
out the options before you lose electrical 
power is one smart way to beat the crowds 
who’ll be racing to scoop up a home gen-
erator, for that “next time” outage scenario.

By Kim Lewicki
The Town of  Highlands Scholar-

ship Golf  Tournament, sponsored by the 
Bryson Family, was held Monday, Sept., 16 
at Cullasaja Club netting a record $49,000.

With the Brysons paying all expens-
es, expanding the number of  teams to 29 
rather than 21, pushing tee sponsors to par-
ticipate and holding the event in Septem-
ber instead of  mid-October, Event Chair, 
Brian Stiehler said, this year’s was a record 
tournament.

“We are so grateful for the member-
ship and leadership at Cullasaja Club, who 
allowed us to use their beautiful facility for 
a one-day tournament and for the Bryson 
family. We normally generate $25K but 
basically doubled proceeds for the scholar-
ship fund this year.”

The winning team, with a score of  55, 
consisted of  Joel Sawyer, Jordon Chandler, 
Ben Baggett and Chip Baggett. 

The 2025 tournament will mark the 
50th anniversary of  the Scholarship Fund 
which the Cullasaja Club said it would be 
proud to host. The tentative date for next 
year’s event is September 15th.

The Town Scholarship Fund awards 
funds to graduating seniors with college 
or technical school in their sights as well as 
funds for those continuing college or tech-
nical school.

Town Scholarship 
Fund nets $49,000



Highlands Newspaper -Thurs., Sept. 19, 2024 - 828-200-1371 - Page 15

•Highlands Area Events•
NEW POOL SCHEDULE

Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri. 6am-9:45am, and 
Saturday 10am-11pm - 6 lanes.

Water Aerobics: 18 y+ Mon.-Fri. 10-
11am with Karen Chambers.

Adult Swim: 18y+ Mon.-Thurs. 11am-
3:30pm, Friday 11am-1:30pm

 Public Swim: Mon. thru Thurs. 3:30-
7pm, Saturday 11am-6pm and Sunday 1-6pm

ALL WEEK
• Alcoholics Anonymous: “Open Meet-

ings” are for anyone who thinks they may 
have a drinking problem or for anyone in-
terested in the A.A. program of recovery. 
Highlands Mountain View Group holds open 
meetings in Highlands at the First Presby-
terian Church, 471 Main St., on Monday at 
5:30 PM and Wednesday and Friday at noon. 
Women’s Group 5:30, Tuesdays. The Cashiers 
Valley Group holds open meetings at the Al-
bert Carlton Cashiers Community Library 
Monday at 8:30 AM, Tuesday at 7 PM, Friday 
and Sunday at 5 PM, and Saturday at 9 AM. For 
more information, please visit www.aawnc80.
org or to speak with a member of AA 24/7 at 
828-349-4357.

MOVIES
• Movies at the Martin Lipscomb Per-

forming Arts Center at PAC on Chestnut 
Street See adjoining ad.

Fri., Sept. 20 
• Highlands School Booster Club BIN-

GO! The event will be on Friday at the High-
lands Civic Center/Rec Park starting at 6:30 
p.m. All proceeds from the event will go to 
support the Booster Club. Please join us for a 
fun evening to support the club!

• Friday Night Live on Main Street’s 
Town Square 6-8:30 p.m. – Curtis Blackwell 
Band 

Sat., Sept. 21 
• Greenway monthly workday and lunch 

at 4118 this Saturday, 9a-noon. We will work 
then gather for lunch.   We will focus on trail 
maintenance and handrail repairs. Meet at the 
Rec Park back parking lot.

• Saturdays on Pine at Kelsey-Hutchinson 
Founders Park 6-8:30 p.m. – The Boomers

Sun., Sept. 22
• OEI’s Chef Dinners at The Farm. 6TH 

ANNUAL OYSTER & SEAFOOD FEST. 
Book Online at OldEdwardsHospitality.com/
ChefDinners 

Tues., Sept. 24
• HCLT presents VNS: Pollinator Habitat 

Conservation in the Mountains of WNC. Join 
us for our September Village Nature Series in 
partnership with The Village Green. Programs 
are free and open to all.

Fri.-Sat., Sept. 27-28
• At The Bascom, the 14th Annual Bascom 

Clay Symposium highlighting the talents of 
three animal and figurative clay artists: Chris-
tine Kosiba, Andréa Keys Connell, and Taylor 
Robenalt. Thanks to the generosity of Bascom 
sponsors, the symposium is free to all and wel-
comes both drop-in visitors and those who 
wish to participate in the entire event. Artists 
will offer works for sale not regularly available 
in The Bascom’s retail space. 

Fri., Sept. 27 
• At Hudson Library at 11AM in the Hud-

son Library Meeting Room for Community 
Coffee with the Mayor. The topic will be: “Meet 
the Emergency Responders of Highlands and 
Macon County.” Representatives from all 
agencies will talk about their coordinated team 
approach and take questions.

• HCLT presents, Mushroom Foraging 
Walk at Edward Baker Preserve, Friday from 
3-5 p.m. at the Edward Baker Preserve in Ca-
shiers. Sign-Up: email hope@hcltnc.org. 15 
spots available. 

• At The Bascom Clay Symposium, from 
4 - 6:45 pm. Keynote by Stephanie Moore, Ex-
ecutive Director The Center for Craft (Ashe-
ville) and Reception

• Friday Night Live music on Main Street’s 
Town Square 6-8:30 p.m. - Nitrograss

Sat., Sept. 28 
• HUMC’s Craft Bazaar from 10a to 2p 

at the church on Main Street, Highlands. Hot 
dog lunch, Pumpkin Patch, Homemade jellies, 
jams and breads, homemade crafts, silent auc-
tion, gift baskets and much more. Proceeds will 
help finance the church’s Live Nativity during 
the Christmas Parade and HUMC’s Summer 
Camp.

• At The Bascom Clay Symposium, from 
10 am - 4 pm. Demonstrations by featured art-
ists

• At Cashiers Village Green, Blessing of 
the Animals at 10 a.m.. Leash dogs. Bring blan-
ket and chair. Rain or shine.

• At Highlands School - Fall Festival 5-8 

MOVIES
at PAC’s MLPC

Fri. - Sun. Sept. 20-22
2 & 5:30p
Tickets:

Adults: $13.20 • Children: $11
boxoffice@

highlandsperformingarts.com 
828-526-9047

507 Chestnut St. Highlands

p.m.
• Saturdays on Pine at Kelsey-Hutchinson 

Founders Park 6-8:30 p.m. – Kayla McKinney
• At PAC, GRAMMY nominee and multiple 

IBMA Award recipient Darren Nicholson is set 
to perform Saturday, along with his band and a 
special guest Six-time IBMA Banjo Player of the 
Year Kristin Scott Benson. Tickets for Darren 
Nicholson Band at Highlands Performing Arts 
Center are on sale now. 

Sun., Sept. 29
• Highlands Dems Cookout at Mountain 

Laurel Club at 5:30 p.m. Dinner provided. BYOB. 
Meet candidates. Suggested donation $47. RSVP 
remmettsmith@gmail.com

Tues., Oct. 1
• The Highlands Chamber of Commerce/

Visit Highlands, NC second Women in Business 
event, scheduled for Tuesday, from 5-6:30pm at 
the Highlands Wine Shoppe. For more informa-
tion or to RSVP, please contact the Highlands 
Chamber of Commerce at 828-526-5841 or 
email businessservices@highlandschamber.org.

Fri., Oct. 4 
• Friday Night Live music on Main Street’s 

Town Square 6-8:30 p.m. – Zorki
Sat., Oct. 5
• Pop-Up Bag Pipers are scheduled from 

4:30 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Sun., Oct. 6
• The Highlands Biological Station pres-

ents Highlands on the Half-Shell Sunday at 4p.m. 
feature jambalaya, gumbo, and oysters as the 
Highlands Biological Station’s Valentine Meadow 
transforms into a vibrant haven of flavors and 
camaraderie. Tickets are available for $150 per 
person. Space is limited, so be sure to register 
soon at www.highlandsbiological.org.

Thurs., Oct. 10
• Pisgah Legal Services’ 14th Annual Jus-

tice Forum. Reception 5:30pm; Forum at 7pm. 
Tickets to the reception are $125/person and 
include food and drink. Advance registration is 
required at www.pisgahlegal.org/justiceforum. 
In Highlands, the free livestreaming of the event 
will be at PAC. Questions? Email Leslie@pisgah-
legal.org

• OEI’s The Orchard Sessions with Erick 
Baker. Light bites, a cash bar 6-8 p.m. $40. Book 
Online:  https://www.simpletix.com/e/erick-bak-
er-orchard-sessions-at-the-farm-tickets-149415.

Fri., Oct. 11
• Friday Night Live music on Main Street’s 

Town Square 6-8:30 p.m. – The Foxfire Boys
• OEI’s Chef Dinners at The Farm. GREAT 

BRITAIN CELEBRITY CHEF PHIL VICKERY. 
Book Online at OldEdwardsHospitality.com/
ChefDinners 

Sat., Oct. 12 
• Saturdays on Pine features a variety of 

popular, regional bands and musicians at Kelsey-
Hutchinson Founders Park 6-8:30 p.m. – Nu 
Blue

Sat., Oct. 19 
• Saturdays on Pine features a variety of 

popular, regional bands and musicians at 
Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park 6-8:30 p.m. 
– Thirsty Horses

Tues., Oct. 22
• HCH’s Dinner with Doc - Surgical ser-

vices options at HCH such as general surgery, 
hand surgery and colonoscopies - James Os-
borne, MD, 6-7p in Whiteside Cafeteria. For 
more information, call 828-526-1345. Atten-
dance is limited to 50 people. A buffet-style 
dinner will be provided.

Fri., Nov. 8
• OEI’s Chef Dinners at The Farm. 

FARM HARVEST DINNER & BARN DANCE. 
Book Online at OldEdwardsHospitality.com/
ChefDinners 

Sat., Nov. 9
• OEI’s Chef Dinners at HALF-MILE 

FARM. JAZZ SUPPER. Book Online at OldEd-
wardsHospitality.com/ChefDinners 

Tues., Nov. 12
• HCH Dinner with Doc - Chronic pain 

management options - Eric Roslonski, DO, 
with Comprehensive Pain Consultants,6-7p 
in Whiteside Cafeteria. For more information, 
call 828-526-1345. Attendance is limited to 50 
people. A buffet-style dinner will be provided.

Nov. 14-16
• Highlands Food & Wine Festival.
Tues., Nov. 26
• Community Thanksgiving Dinner at the 

Highlands Civic Center/Rec Park at 6 p.m.
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Each Friday and Saturday night from May through 
October, the Highlands Chamber of Commerce/
Visit Highlands, NC hosts live music downtown.

Join us for our September concerts!
All shows take place from 6 – 8:30 p.m.

Outdoor Concert Series

SEPTEMBER 6
Johnny Webb Band

SEPTEMBER 13
Silly Ridge

SEPTEMBER 20
Curtis Blackwell Band

SEPTEMBER 27
Nitrograss

visithighlandsnc.com

Friday Night Live 
Town Square | 343 Main St.

Saturdays on Pine 
Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park

Pine  St.
Showcasing traditional

mountain music and local talent Featuring a variety of popular, 
regional bands and musicians 

SEPTEMBER 7
Steel Toe Stiletto

SEPTEMBER 14
High 5

SEPTEMBER 21
The Boomers

SEPTEMBER 28
Kayla McKinney

Proudly Serving Our 
Mountain Communities. 

Over 25 years of time-tested investment discipline, 
helping clients achieve their goals. 

Marci Sherwood 
Highlands 

Donald Jowdy, Founder 
Tampa - Highlands 

Robin Cook 
Sanibel - Highlands 

SUNCOAST 
EQUITY MANAGEMENT 

PROSPERITY ADVISORS 

Highlands I Tampa I Sanibel 
828-487-8009 I SuncoastEquity.com I 431 N. 4th Street, Highlands 28741 

Investment advisory services are offered through Suncoast Equity Management, LLC, 
a Securities and Exchange Commission Registered Investment Advisor. 

• See AMORTIZATION page 17

amendment to the UDO must first be sent 
to the Planning Board. At its July meeting, in 
a unanimous 7-0 vote, the Planning Board 
voted not to amend the UDO verbiage to 
amortize STRs.

The next step was a required Public 
Hearing on the issue which was held Sept. 5 
at which 31 people spoke -- half  for amorti-
zation and half  against.

Prior to the Public Hearing and until 
7p September 19, the Town Board accept-
ed and continues to accept letters from the 
public to be entered into the record. 

As of  press time, Town Clerk Gibby 
Shaheen has emailed six batches of  let-
ters – from both sides with many, many a 
simple “I agree” due to an email blast from 
Highlands Neighborhood Coalition (HNC) 
member James Worrell in which he encour-
ages folks both with HNC or those agreeing 
with HNC to respond with those two words.

Now, in response, on Tuesday SAVE 
Highlands sent out an email blast request-
ing the same response from its members and 
those who agree with them.

There are duplicate, triplicate and qua-
druplicate emails (letters) from the same 
“writers” associated with the HNC as well as 
SAVE Highlands.

Town Clerk Shaheen said she is aware 
of  the duplicates but a tally of  the “letters” 

– those for amortization and those against 
amortization – has not been requested 
from her.

“I asked if  it was needed and it is not, 
so I’m not doing a tally,” she said. “I’m just 
sending out all of  the emails I receive.”

Tonight, at the Town Board meeting, 
commissioners are holding a workshop 
prior to the 7p meeting to discuss issues, 
most of  which will be put on the agenda 
of  an upcoming Town Board meeting, but 
there will also be a “Closed Session pursu-
ant to G.S. 143-318(a)(3) to consult with an 
attorney in order to preserve the attorney-
client privilege and to consider and give 
instructions to an attorney concerning the 
handling or settlement of  Huff  et al. v. 
Town of  Highlands.”

Huff  et al. v. Town of  Highlands is 
a lawsuit that has been “stayed” for years 
pending the town’s and the state’s decision 
regarding STRs. It was levied against the 
town by SAVE Highlands when the town 
tried to abruptly stop STRs in 2021.

As explained by Attorney Derek Al-
len, who is representing SAVE Highlands 
group in the Huff  et al. v. Town of  High-
lands, the lawsuit is still out there.

“We agreed not to move forward 
[with the lawsuit] as long as the town was 

...AMORTIZATION continued from page 1



Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Sept. 19, 2024 - 828-200-1371 - Page 17

...HS PROJECT continued from page 1

With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!
Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a Gyro! 

Salads • Pitas • Burgers • Philly Cheese Steak • Shrimp Pita • Susan’s Rueben 
Italian Sausage • Appalachian Fries • Onion Rings • Jambalaya • Kabobs

 Shrimp Gumbo • Soups
Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! • 828-482-1513 

462 Dillard Road, Highlands (across from Dusty’s)

Breakfast
7:30-10:30a

Lunch
11a to 3p

Pet Friendly Place Where Friends Meet

REJUVENATE 
LASER CENTER 

'111� s� fl/olll, 
()f{el'llfj [ 

Microneedling 
withPRP 

RejuvenateLaserCenter.com I 209 Hospital Dr, Suite #202, Highlands NC I 828-482-4430

Open Mon. - Sat. for Breakfast & Lunch

proactive and didn’t try to retroactively get 
rid of  STRs that were already in existence. 
This is the third time now. That lawsuit 
still stands, but the stay ends on Oct. 1,” 
he said. 

Asked if  the board will reveal the out-
come of  the Closed Session discussion, 
Mayor Pat Taylor said “it depends on what 
action is taken, if  any. I can’t predict what 
will happen.”

Meanwhile, prior to voting on the 
amendment to the UDO at the Town 
Board meeting, the board must first rec-
ognize that the proposed amendment is 
consistent with the Town’s Comprehensive 
Plan.

Once that’s done, it’s presumed the 
board will vote on the matter. The vote 
is expected to be 4-1 with Commissioner 
Jeff  Weller the lone vote against amend-
ing the UDO and against amortization of  

STRs.
Up until this point, Commissioners 

John Dotson, Amy Patterson, Eric Pierson 
and Brian Stiehler have pushed for amorti-
zation.

Meanwhile, NC Representative Kevin 
Corbin said NC Senate proposed Bill 667, 
also known as Regulation of  Short-Term 
Rentals, which would change the way local 
governments regulate short-term rentals, 
specifically preventing cities from prohibit-
ing the use of  residential properties or ac-
cessory dwelling units as short-term rentals 
as well as prohibiting cities from limiting the 
number of  nights a property can be rented 
as a short-term rental, has not made it to a 
vote.

“The bill didn’t make it out of  Rules for 
a vote. It is possible we may hear it in No-
vember when we are back in session.”

...AMORTIZATION continued from page 16

The money will fund the original 
scope of  the project that includes a four-
classroom addition, two PreK classroom 
renovations, three project labs, media center 
renovation and outdoor classrooms. 

The total also covers the completed 
work of  the middle school renovations in-
cluding replacement of  HVAC, roof, win-
dows and flooring in the existing middle 
school building. In addition, it covers the 
cost for the steel design and deep founda-
tion required due to the Geotech studies.

The total package also includes nec-
essary projects added to the scope of  the 
original project including intercom, data, se-
curity, middle school fire alarm replacement 
and an emergency radio booster system.

In May and August, commissioners 
released funding to Vanoy Construction to 

do some of  early procurement work for the 
deep foundations and structural steel along 
with the continuation of  services to finalize 
the work required for treatment of  a bur-
ied oil tank. These two allocations helped 
to keep the project on schedule while the 
county commissioners and school board 
explored options for the buried fuel tank.

The total cost also includes dealing 
with the oil tankl; whether it needs to be re-
moved or could be filled with cement and 
left in the ground. The buried oil tank is lo-
cated outside the footprint of  the existing 
middle school where the new addition will 
be constructed. 

The level of  contamination was not 
at actionable levels and did not require 
any notification to the NC Department of  

• See HS PROJECT page 19



Brent Metcalf
Mission and Direction Pastor
Christ Church of the Valley, 
Cashiers
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 • Places to Worship ••Spiritually Speaking•

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315

Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30; Worship 10:30
CHAPEL OF THE SKY

Sky Valley. GA • 706-746-2999 
Sundays: 10 a.m. Worship; Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 

CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 
The Rev’d Dr. Michael Matlock, Rector

464 U.S. Hwy. 64E, Cashiers, NC 
CAC@christanglicancashiers.org • 828-743-1701

Sunday: 9:30a Adult Christian Ed; 10:30a Holy Eucharist
Wed: 6p Potluck, Bible Study

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470 www.cashiers.church
Sun. S.S 9:30a,10:45a; Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals 10am.; 

Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.
Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am

Wed.: Youth 5:30-7pm; Women’s Bible Study: Mon. 4:30pm, Tues. 
10am; Men’s Bible Study: Wed. & Thurs. 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY

706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org

Sunday: Rite I, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite II with Choir 10:30 
am in Sanctuary, Wed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, 

Morning Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Women’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Emily Wilmarth, pastor, Kelley Connelly Asso. Pastor
828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org

Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.
Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m. Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376

In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
 909a Bluegrass and 11a Traditional

 www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdrof

Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

Franklin • 828-634-1312 • mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: 1st Fri. and 3rd Sat. and Rosh Hashanah & Yom 

Kippur. 
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church. 4224 Big Ridge 

(4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Youth Group 6 p.m.; Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Tues. - 9:30am; Thurs. - 9:30am; Sat. 4pm; Sun. - 11am 

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon; Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a 
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD

1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood
Sunday Rites-Holy Eucharist: 8a. 9:30 & 11a

Visit our website www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com for 
schedules of activities. 

Our Bazaar Barn is open Thurs. - Sat. 10a -2p.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers •828-743-2122
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

• See SPIRITUALLY page 19

One of  my favorite stories in the Bible happens in 
John chapter 9. Jesus is traveling around with his dis-
ciples. At this point in Jesus’s life, there would have 

been a substantial crowd following him. There would have 
been many people wanting Jesus’ time and attention. 

Out of  the crowd, Jesus notices a blind beggar. We learn 
from the story that this man was born with this condition. 
Imagine this man had never seen anything, colors, beauty, 
friends, or family. It amazes me that Jesus saw this man. He 
pursues this man; he chooses to converse with him out of  
everyone he could have talked to that day. Too often in my life, 
when I see someone begging, I do not engage them; I am too 
busy, I have formed an opinion of  them, and I choose to pass 
by without interacting. Not Jesus. He sees this man, values 
him, and engages him in a conversation. This man could not 
help himself; he had spent his life relying on others to help 
him; he was forgotten and pushed to the margins of  society, 
yet Jesus gave him attention. Jesus is full of  compassion and 
mercy as he interacts with the man. We can learn a lot from 
Jesus and how he interacts with people.

In college, I traveled with classmates on a mission trip. 
During an extended layover in an airport, our professor, who 
led the trip, challenged us to spend 30 minutes alone and watch 
people. He wanted us, as we watched people, to try our best 
to see them the way that Jesus would have seen them: through 
the lens of  compassion, grace, mercy, and love. He wanted us 
to take notice of  their emotions, their frustrations, and their 
happiness. At first, I admit I didn’t know what to think about 
this assignment, but the more I sat there and watched people, 
the more I learned. Jesus had this gift of  taking notice of  the 
forgotten, the hurting, and the person we wouldn’t normally 
interact with. 

Jesus heals this blind beggar; his life is forever changed. 
There are many lessons that we can learn from this story. First, 
I believe we can try to take notice of  people that we pass by 
every day. We can be kind and gracious and try to see them the 
way Jesus would. I understand this is a challenge for us; we are 
often busy and maybe have our frustrations, and it can be dif-
ficult to divert our attention away from ourselves. 

One of  my friends recently volunteered at our local food 
pantry, Fishes and Loaves in Cashiers. This was the first time 
he and his wife had ever served at the local food pantry. As 
he talked about the experience of  serving others through this 
incredible ministry, he was almost glowing. The reason he was 
excited is crucial for us to consider. Sure, he had given his time 
and helped people, which is fantastic, but that isn’t why he was 
glowing. He was glowing because he interacted with people 
that he usually wouldn’t give his time and attention to. He had 
received a blessing from helping and serving others. I believe 
we often think that we will help people, but we are the ones 

Take the time 
to ‘see’ others
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Highlands Police entries from Sept. 
10. Only the names of persons arrest-
ed, issued a summons/citation, issued a 
Class-3 misdemeanor or those of public 
officials have been used. 

Sept. 10
• At 4:08 a.m., officers received a report 

of destruction to property on Oak Street 
where a man hole cover valued at $2,000 on 
a sidewalk was damaged.

Sept. 11
• At 8:19 p.m., officers responded to a 

2-vehicle accident in Wright Square.
Sept. 12
• At 9:38 a.m., officers responded to a 

one-vehicle accident on Spruce Street.
Sept. 15

• At 7:10 p.m., officers responded to a 
2-vehicle accident in the Stubborn Bull park-
ing lot.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue log 
from Sept. 10.

Sept. 10
• At 10:49 a.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on Falls Drive east.
• At 12:51 p.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a location on Main Street.
• At 4:17 p.m., the dept. was first-respond-

ers to a residence on Wyanoak Road.
Sept. 11
• At 9:42 a.m., the dept. was first-respond-

ers to a residence on Hummingbird Lane.
• At 10:26 a.m., the dept. was first-re-

...SPIRITUALLY
continued from page 18

• Incredible Views
• Par 72 Championship Course  

stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
• Open Daily • Year-Round • Public Golf 

2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta • 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC

For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals, 
please call 706-746-5302 

www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

 The Coolest Golf Course  
in Georgia 

sponders to a residence on Sagee Woods.
• At 6:31 p.m., the dept. responded to a 

location on Carolina Way where someone was 
stuck in an elevator.

• At 8:11 p.m., the dept. was first-respond-
ers to a residence on Harris Drive.

Sept. 12
• At 9:55 a.m., the dept. was first-respond-

ers to a location on Church Street.
• At 7:49 p.m., the dept. was first-respond-

ers to a location on Helen’s Barn Ave.
Sept. 13
• At 1:17 p.m., the dept. was first-respond-

ers to a residence on Cullasaja Drive.
• At 3:51 p.m., the dept. responded to a 

fire alarm at a residence on Magnolia Drive.
Sept. 14
• At 9:58 a.m., the dept. responded to a 

fire alarm at a location on Main Street.
• At 12:51 p.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to the parking lot of Dry Falls.
• At 8:27 p.m., the dept. responded to a 

fire alarm at a residence on Buckberry Road.
Sept. 15
At 8:26 p.m., the dept. was first-respond-

ers to a residence on US 64 west (Franklin 
Road).

Sept. 16
• At 4:42 a.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on Crowe Drive.
• At 9:11 a.m., the dept. assisted a strand-

ed motorist on N. 4th St.
• At 12:21 p.m., the dept. responded to a 

fire alarm at a residence on Boathouse Lane.

Bronze sculpture • Paintings 
Vintage & Antique Collectables & 

Furniture • Costume Jewelry

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

who are changed by the experience.
 We can take comfort in the fact that Je-

sus sees us, Jesus pursues us. Wherever we are, 
whatever is going on in our lives, Jesus sees us. 
When we can’t help ourselves, Jesus is there, 
full of  compassion and mercy. We should take 
the challenge and interact with someone that 
we usually don’t give our time and attention. 
We will, like my friend, be the one that leaves 
blessed and changed. 

 Philippians 2:3-5”
“Do nothing out of  selfish ambition or 

vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others 
above yourselves, not looking to your own in-
terests but each of  you to the interests of  the 
others. In your relationships with one another, 
have the same mindset as Christ Jesus.”

...HS PROJECT continued from page 17
Environmental Quality. The commission-
ers and the school board were given three 
options for treatment of  the oil tank – re-
moved and the area treated or left in the 
ground. 

At Tuesday’s special called meeting of  
the commisioners, County Manager Derek 
Roland said he had received feedback that 
the levels of  contamination from the oil 
tank do not rise to a level that is unsafe, and 
the tank would not have to be removed. 

The vote to fund the Highlands School 
addition and renovations came after Vanoy 
Construction presented a timeline of  the 
project followed by further discussion of  
the increased costs.

Vanoy Construction provided Infor-
mation and a timeline initially requested by 
Commissioner Josh Young hoping to give 
all players in the project a full comprehen-
sive picture of  the project. 

Despite Vanoy’s presentation, Com-
missioner Josh Young was still anxious 
about moving forward with the project due 
to the increased price tag. Young cast the 
lone dissenting voted stating he just could 
not support the project.

“I have little faith in the project,” said 
Young. “We have started a $40 million high 
school, the Macon Middle School school 
track project bottom has blown out and 
this project’s bottom has blown out. I do 
not feel good about this. I do support this 
project and want to see it through but I do 
not think it is equitable.”

After the motion was made by Chair-
man Gary Shields, Commissioner John 
Shearl opened the discussion with his con-
cern over the need for outdoor classrooms 
and his concern for the soccer field. The 
Highlands School project does not include 
the funding to renovate the soccer field.

“Why do we have to have an outdoor 
classroom space?” asked Shearl. “What can 
we do to reduce this price to move this 

thing forward. This thing has escalated and 
just keeps going up and now we are looking 
at the soccer field in Highlands. You are talk-
ing about going out there and digging out 25 
feet of  muck and filling it and all this other 
stuff. Where can we come up with additional 
funding for this?”

Macon County School Board Member 
Hilary Wilkes, who represents the Highlands 
district, stood her ground in support of  the 
county funding the money to move the proj-
ect forward.

“It is your job to fund this project,” 
said Wilkes in her response to Shearl and the 
board. “We’ve been working for two and a 
half  years on this project. We have jumped 
through every hoop you have asked, we 
have given you a list of  what you asked for, 
and we have checked all the boxes you have 
asked for. I don’t know what else to give you. 
We’ve vetted this project with Commission-
ers Shields and Young and the liaison com-
mittee.

“I am not going to sit here and get into 
the positives of  having an outdoor class-
room just to have you to say it’s an excess, 
because frankly I don’t think our school chil-
dren are an excess,” said Wilkes. 

Though he said he was not happy about 
it, Shearl voted to move forward and fund 
the Highlands School project though con-
cerned with the cost. In addition, he ex-
pressed his concerns about the soccer field.

“I am really concerned about the soc-
cer field and where that funding is coming 
from,” said Shearl. “Because as soon as this 
project is done, I know I am going to get 
hammered about money for the soccer field. 
I just wanted to figure out a way to come up 
with the funds to move this project forward 
while considering the soccer field.

“I am going to go with it and good luck 
with the soccer field,” said Shearl. “I’m go-
ing to support this because I am a die hard 
supporter of  Highlands School.”
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Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 log cabins nestled in 
the hemlocks 

on 25 acres at the base 
of Whiteside 
Mountain.

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Grading • Lot Clearing • Retaining Wall
Driveways • Septic Placement

Call Raul 
706-982-3803 
706-970-7638
828-347-0255

valenciagrading@gmail.com

Paul Corbin
Owner

A&O LANDSCAPING SERVICES, LLC

828-371-2240
pcorbin1631@aol.com

Quality Tree Care & Removal 18+ years

Fully Insured828-200-9217

estimates@mendozatree.com
mendozatreeservices.com

HIGHLANDS CHURCH
9a Sunday mornings

LIVE STREAM: Andy Stanley

Following Jesus makes your life better,
And makes you better at life!

For details, text Bee at 404-307-1415

Cosmos Flowers

Store: 828-526-0044
Cell: 828-200-6101

cosmosflowersnc@gmail.com
95 Highlands Plaza

Follow us
Instagram and facebook

@cosmosflowersnc

Full Service Florist

Buck Creek Rd - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Road near the hospital

CHESTNUT STORAGE
Storage Units Available
Secure 24-Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045 Look for our sign!

Crane 
Rentals 
Available

• • •

Kim’s Compassionate Care
Skilled Hands & A Warm Heart

Kimberly Ferrell
Certified Nursing Assistant/Caregiver

CPR Certified
30+ years experience
References Available

828-347-2542

LISA THOMPSON
DOG SITTING

• daily drop-in visits
• overnight & extended 

stays
• dog walking

 828.424.4637
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•Classifieds•

► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Off ce: 828-526-8784 

ryan.bears@allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP  
HHIIGGHHLLAANNDDS & CS & CAASHSHIIEERRS NS NCC

2460 Cashiers Road • Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com

Kiln dried 
FIREWOODFIREWOOD
Delivery or pickup

Al  Stoneham
Realtor-Broker 

Luxury Home Specialist 
Licensed in NC & GA

Cell: 828-332-9767
al.stoneham@allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP  
HIHIGGHLHLAANNDSDS//SSCCAALLYY M MOOUUNNTTAAIINN//CCAASSHIHIEERRSS

FOR SALE
GOLDEN DOODLE PUPPIES - Local par-

ents on site. Call 502-827-8414. (st. 9/5)
SEASONED FIREWOOD - Any size load. call 

828-342-6806. (st. 1/25)
TINY HOME LOTS FOR SALE. $55k-$85k 

ea. Each lot comes with water, power, and sewer run 
to each lot. www.TinyMountainEstates.com for more 
info. (st. 11/22/24)

RV SITE - class A only - in Wildflower Creek RV 
Resort. Just minutes from Highlands and Sky Valley. Full 
hook-up, concrete pad, landscaped and storage shed. 
$195,000. For more info call 828-421-1709 or email 
bobnnancync@gmail.com. (st. 1/25)

FOR RENT
SEASONAL NEW LOG CABIN ON SA-

GEE DRIVE. 2 bedroom & 2 bath suites on Creek. 1 
1/2 mile to downtown. Monthly or seasonally $8,700 
(1) month $7,200 (3) Months. email: renee7726@
gmail.com (st. 5/2)

WORKFORCE HOUSING - 2 bedroom/2 

bath and 3 bedroom/2 bath with between Highlands & 
Cashiers. Includes hi-speed internet, water, & washer/
dryer. No dogs. Inquires, Marcy (706) 982-0444 or 
(828)-482-4239, (st. 5/2/24)

HELP WANTED
LUPOLI CONSTRUCTION is hiring a Book-

keeper/Accounting Coordinator. Full-time, in-person, 
compensation based on experience. Must have expe-
rience in Construction Accounting. Contact regina@
lupoliinc.com, 770.757.5004 (st. 9/19)

TRAINED SINGER NEEDED TO CANTOR 
Sunday morning Masses at Our Lady of the Mountains 
(Highlands) and St. Jude (Cashiers / Sapphire) Catholic 
churches. Qualifications: strong vocal and sightreading 
skills; technical ability to access music digitally; experi-
ence singing in liturgical settings; commitment to Sun-
days, Holy Week, Christmas services. Pay negotiable. 
Contact: 828-526-2418 or olmountainshighlands@
rcdoc.org. 

ORGANIST/PIANIST NEEDED to play for 
11am Sunday worship services and Wednesday eve-
ning choir rehearsals (5:30-7pm) at First Presbyterian 
Church, Highlands, NC. $24K annual salary. No admin-
istrative duties involved. Our organ is a circa 2004 16-
rank 2 manual Wicks pipe organ. For more informa-
tion, contact Angie Jenkins, Director of Music Ministry 
@ 828-200-0183. (st. 6/13)

ESTABLISHED CUSTOM HOMEBUILD-
ER IN HIGHLANDS/CASHIERS area looking 
for project superintendent to manage multiple sites 
and subcontractors. Please send resume to: JW Un-
derwood Construction LLC P.O. Box 147, Highlands 
NC 2974. Or email: john@jwunderwoodconstruction.
com (st. 5/2)

SERVICES 
CAREGIVER/SITTER with 40 years experience 

available for part-time personal care, errands, transpor-
tation, meals, etc. Highlands full-time resident. Robert 
Doe 828.399.0262. (st. 8/29)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDYMAN – 
Chatlos Construction – Remodels, Additions, Framing, 
Siding, Roofing, Decks, Painting. References. Insured. 
828-200-4071. (4/25) 

MURPHY’S PAINT CO. - interior/exterior 
painting/sheetrock repair/wallpaper removal/log homes/
decks. Insured. Free estimates. 828-332-0525 or 828-
421-8600. (10/10)

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR ANY-
THING HAULED AWAY? Call or text James of 
Going Gone at 828-421-2655. (3/28)

ANYTHING GOES CLEAN-UP SERVICE 
Complete property cleanup - house, garage, property, 
etc. Call at 828-200-2855. (st. 9/28)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN VIN-
SON: scanning photos, slides & negatives to CD or 
DVD for easier viewing. Video transfer to DVD. Every-
thing done in house. Leave message at 828-526-5208.

THE FIREWOOD COMPANY

Highlands • Cashiers • Atlanta

828.200.3050 

Growing Happiness One Stem at a Time!

Aaron & Justyne 
Reese 

828-342-2740

Local NE 
Georgia Flower 

Farm

Pumpkins and 
Gourds

randrflowerfarm@gmail.com
Facebook: R&R Mobile Farm and Cart/Instagram:@randrflowercart

Mobile 
Flower Parlor 

for 
Events

Weekly 
Flower 

Subscriptions

Weekly 
Flower 

Subscriptions

•

•

•

•

Align Therapeutic 
Nicole Dilbeck, LCMHCA 

nicole@aligntherapywnc.com 
www.aligntherapywnc.com 

828-526-6370

Accepting New Clients 
in Franklin and Highlands, NC 



THE 
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Highlands • Cashiers • Atlanta

828.200.3050 
bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net

•Highlands School Sports•
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Danielle Adriana

Beauty Specialists 

322 Main St Highlands NC
828-482-1112

• Hair Cuts and Color
• Eyebrow Tints and Facial Waxing

• Dermalogica Facials
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Now!

NOW OPEN!

Varsity Scccer Team
Front row from left are Aiden Dendy, Elmer Hernandez, Francisco Gooch, Rowen Carnes, Brian Jarquin, 
Blane Dendy, Stephen Pierson, and Alex Barranco. Back row from left are Jack Sumner, Chase Kenter, 
Tucker Wilson, Isaiah Vilardo, Connor Hughes, Paolo Mcrae, Finneas Garner, Pierre Damien, Aniah Mc-
kim, and Kris Magliocca.

Photo by Brian O’Shea

On Thursday, Sept.12, HS 
Middle School Swim Teams traveled 
to Brevard for a 7-team swim meet.

The 6-member boys team fin-
ished 2nd and finished 1st in 4 of  
their 8 events and Emilina Hernan-
dez, the lone girl, finished with two 
2nds in her 2 events for 34 pts. 

In a sheer numbers game 
Highlands could not overcome the 
21-member MMS team. The High-
lands team was the smallest team at 
the meet.

However, all Highlands swim-
mers scored in every event they en-
tered.

Ian Batista and Aleks Petric 
finished 1st in 3 events and 2nd in 
one, scoring 57 pts each. Justin Pow-
ell and Ivan Shchelgachov won 2 
events. Powell also finished 2nd and 
3rd in 2 others, while Shchelgachov 
had a 5th and an 8th place finish 
for 53 and 45 pts respectively. Asa 
Garner scored two 6ths for 26 pts. 
Benji Vines scored a 8th and a 12th 
for 16 pts.

The Highlands Middle School 
Swim Teams next meet is at home 
at the Rec Park pool Friday, Sept. 20 
at 5 pm.

HS MS Boys team 
finishes 2nd of 7
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Vacation Rentals 

Highlands is calling 

Sales, Vacation Rentals, 
and Property Management 

Since 1941 

401 N. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com

info@highlandsiscalling.com
 https://www.facebook.com/CRVRHighlandsiscalling/
 https://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals

 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

11

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery
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K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

3

Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

Darlene  Conley
Mountain Luxury

Your Dream. Your Journey. YOU’RE 
HOME!

Dedicated to finding the home you’ve 
always wanted.

Cell: 404-427-2448
darlene.conley@ allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//  
PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522

www.highlandsproperties.com

Wei chert. 
REALTORS 

Highlands Properties 

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 2”

Trusted advisors 
providing impeccable 
personalized service

ALLEN TATE REALTORS/PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUPALLEN TATE REALTORS/PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP
(404) 219-1349 (404) 219-1349 •• HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC

HATHAWAY 
BERKSHIRE 

I REALTY 
MEADOWS MOUNTAIN 

HOMESEAVICES 

MITZI RAUERS 
Broker / Luxury Collection 
Specialist 
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

Office: 828-526-4663 
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com 

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

555 &537 N 5th St. 
Highlands

4.80 acres
LIVE 

IN THE HEART 
OF HIGHLANDS!

$5,950,000

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA



HIGHLANDS OFf'ICE 

Cell: 404-827-0345 
Office: 828-526-4663 
patricia@landmarkrg.com 

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

8

9

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

Open Year-Round • 6 days a week
343-D Main Street • 526-4035

Open 
7 days 

Lunch & 
Dinner

11a-3:30p 
&

5:30-9p

8

www.wildthymegourmet.com

Wed. through Sun.

Bistro opens at 4p
Dinner begins at 5:30p 

Taste the difference, Always fresh.

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

It is a privilege to work with you.

#1 Broker
in HCMLS

$1 BILLION
Total Career Sales Volume

TOP
100 Sotheby’s International Realty Agent Worldwide

Thank you.

TOP
Broker in North Carolina since 2016

JODY LOVELL | (828) 226.6303

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

42 Years of Fine Dining
Open 
5:30-9p 
7 Days 
a week

HIGHLANDS CASHIERS

Every home ... 
has a story. 

Let us tell yours.

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com
210 North Fifth Street, 
Highlands, NC 28731

 Deborah “Bee” Gleeson 
404.307.1415 

BeeGlee4@Gmail.com 
and

Pat Gleeson
828.782.0472 

PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.com

JULIE OSBORN 
& PAT ALLEN

MORE THAN 33 YEARS OF
EXEMPLARY SERVICE ON THE PLATEAU

VOTED AMERICA’S BEST

828.200.6165 | 828.200.9179
julie.osborn@allentate.com
pat.allen@allentate.com

Our clients rate us 5 out of 5
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