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Mirror Lake dredging is moving forward

Town hears options for Phases 2 & 3

By Kim Lewicki

The $500,000 the Mirror Lake Improvement
Association raised for Phase 1 to begin dredging the
lake has started and is ongoing. Now the town and
the association have their eyes set on Phases 2 and 3.
That was the subject of a Special Town Board

meeting Tuesday evening with the required prelimi-
nary engineering study presented by McGill Engi-

neering.
The purpose of the dredging project and the
reason the state awarded the $5 million grant is to
o See MIRROR LAKE page 8

Citizens gathered in protest Saturday at the county courthouse and across the street at the gazebo plaza

Photo by Erin Bronk

Franklin “Hands Off!’ rally draws 400+

By Kim Lewicki

On Saturday, April 5, Macon County citizens
joined 150 groups in more than 1,200 locations in 50
states as part of the Hands Off! movement to pro-
test the way President Trump is running the country.

Thousands of protesters carrying signs and
voicing protests gathered all over North Carolina —
in Franklin more than 400 people crowded the court-
house and gazebo plazas.

The nation-wide rallies were the biggest day of
demonstrations yet by an opposition movement try-
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ing to regain its momentum after the shock of the Re-
publican’s first weeks in office.

Citizens are assailing Trump and Musk for gov-
ernment downsizing, the firing of thousands of fed-
eral workers, closing Social Security Administration
field offices, shuttering entire agencies, deporting
immigrants, scaling back protections for transgender
people, cutting funding for health programs and more.

The next nationwide protest against the Trump
administration is scheduled for April 19.
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President’s DOGE has
cut library funding

MC libraries and Hudson Library to feel affects

By Kim Lewicki

The result of President
Trump’s “reduction of federal bu-
reaucracy” order has been so rapid
and so far-reaching it’s hard to
keep up with.

One little-known institute that
has been slashed is the Institute
of Museum and Library Services
(IMLS) which supports communi-
ty and school libraries nationwide.

The little group of 77 em-
ployees was created by Congress
as an independent federal agency
in 1996 through the Museum and
Library Services Act to support
American museums and libraries.

Those employees have lost
their jobs, and now Ametricans’ li-
braries have lost the programs they
administered so now IMLS fund-
ing cuts will be felt at the grass
roots level.

President Trump’s mid-March
order states that IMLS must be re-
duced to its statutory functions
and that non-statutory functions
shall be eliminated to the maxi-

mum extent.

Statutory obligations would
be those regarding payment of
current-year and multi-year con-
tracts, grants, awards, and agree-
ments to recipients that are au-
thorized and appropriated by
Congress within the annual fed-
eral budget.

Non-statutory functions
would be those supporting pro-
fessional development for library
and museum staff, and funding
programs that enhance museum
services to the public

Currently, nationwide IMLS
serves 159,678 libraries, muse-
ums and archives; 17,278 public
libraries; 3,697 academic librar-
ies; 98,506 school libraries; 4,396
special libraties (special libraries
include Corporate, Law, Medical,
Religious, Research, Tribal and
other libraries not strictly classi-
fied in the other library types; 801
government libraries; and 35,000
museums.

* See LIBRARY page 7
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Town issues on the front burner

he impending budget,

Mirror Iake dredging,

storm recovery, code en-
forcement, the STR bill, state
pressures on municipal zoning,
and the start of town construc-
tion projects are all issues facing
Highlands. When I look back to
when I first became mayor al-
most 12 years ago, the operation
of the town these days is much
more challenging. On the other
hand, the same can be said for
almost all North Carolina mu-
nicipalities.

Looking back there are some ironic
moments about the past positions that I
have taken. For instance, as homeowner in-
surance rates began to significantly increase
throughout the state due to devastating
hurricanes hitting the coast like Matthew
and Fred, I asked why folks in Western
Carolina should be expected to shoulder
increased rates. My rationale was that we
never have a hurricane hit WNC with the
destructive power as those on the coast.
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Well, Helene proved me wrong,
Our town has been fortunate in
that we have recovered from He-
lene and are fully open for busi-
ness as spring approaches.

The town is making progress
in dredging Mirror Lake. Some
may ask why it is taking so long
and why the upfront engineering
fees are so high. My response is
that the town, or any other entity,
must do this preliminary work
before disturbing any US water-
way like Mirror Lake. Months of
study and planning lie ahead be-
fore phase 2 dredging gets underway.

Some may think the town is too intru-
sive on code enforcement, and others think
we are too lax. My response is that we have
zoning and development ordinances that
we strive to enforce consistently and with-
out bias. These ordinances have contributed
to making Highlands a special place to live
and visit. The Town Board and staff are
committed to continuously reviewing the
ordinances to determine where any needed
revisions and improvements can be made.

By now, most of us are aware of sev-
eral pending state bills that could potentially
impact zoning throughout the state. In par-
ticular, our staff is tracking SB 291, which
would provide comprehensive regulation
of STRs throughout the state. If passed
in its present form, Highlands’ September
24,2022, STR ordinance that grandfathered
STRs operating prior to the ordinance pas-
sage would be invalidated and superseded.
Put another way, any home residence in
Highlands could be operated as an STR. We
will have to wait for the sovereign state of
North Carolina to make a decision one way
or the other. A vote to enact SB 291 would
settle the issue by the state. A failed vote
would be a de facto statement that the leg-
islature defers to municipalities in regulating
STRs. A showdown is pending.

Two construction projects are about
to get underway. One is the Dog Mountain
water project that we have been working
with the state bureaucracy to get underway
for three years now. We had hoped to get
the go-ahead this past winter so most of the
disruptive construction would have been

o See MAYOR page 8
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Photo by Hank Ross
Do you have a heartfelt, funny, interesting, or beantifiul photo you would like to share in onr “SnapShot”
section? Email it to highlandseditor@aol.com or text it to 828-200-1371, with a brief description and
a name. No anonymous photos will be accepted.
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The best meals
start here!
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- VV'ln.ter hours:
Open daily 7:30a to 6:30p

Read Highlands Newspaper for free from everywhere ...
on the street or on the web.
Go to www.highlandsinfo.com.
Click on Local News.
Delivered and Uploaded every Thurs.AM
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Highlands
828-482-4430

Franklin
828-349-1280

Spend $300 or more on any
service in April and be
entered in drawing for Free
Permanent Makeup
Eyebrow Procedure

 INVESTING AT 4,118
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The value of seller repairs and upgrades

y should you think
about selling your |
home when you have

no near-term intention of part-
ing with it? Well, most home-
owners eventually will sell their
home, and while you may not be
considering a sale of your home
anytime soon, it’s best to always
maintain your home in a condi-
tion as if it could go to market
next month.

Your home is a very unique
product. Yet, potential buyers
will compare it to many other
homes for sale, both somewhat
similar and not so similar. As a Seller, you
need to continually care for your property,
so that potential Buyers can readily see the
comparative value in your home, both for
an expeditious and profitable sale.

The unfortunate reality, however, is
both Buyers and Sellers tend to shy away
from embracing expenditures of time and
cost for repairs and updates. Most buy-
ers are looking for a move-in ready home.
Most Sellers are looking to sell their home
As-Is and only contract minor repairs and
updates. What we REALTORs see time
and again though is the party that is willing
to smartly invest to fix up a home will likely
be the “winner” in the long run.

Let me speak about my own home
experience in Highlands. In 2017, my wife
and I bought a home that had been on and
off the market for several years. The house
was in a location we liked, but it needed up-
dating and that was principally why it had
remained for sale for so long,

Over the first five years of our owner-
ship, we gutted the kitchen, replaced all ap-
pliances, gutted three bathrooms, replaced
the HVAC, replaced the hot water heater,
replaced all flooring, scrapped popcorn
ceilings, repainted the exterior and interior,
replaced light fixtures, installed a whole
house generator, replaced all railroad-ties in
landscape walls, terraces and steps, replaced
rain gutters, installed a second driveway,
and more.

We now have a home in our chosen lo-
cation that suits our needs, and if we wetre
to sell it, we are confident we would not
only recoup our investment but also sell

Mountain Life
Properties
828-239-8814

it more quickly than if we had
kept it in the state in which we
purchased it.

Over time, REALTORs
show innumerable homes to
Buyers. While the process can
vary, we observe some com-
mon behaviors as they tour can-
didate homes. As you read the
following Buyer observations,
consider what a Buyer would

John Sheehan, Broker see if they walked through your

ome today:

Buyers guess the roof’s
age and comment on its condi-
tion.

They look for good quality kitchen
cabinetry, appliances, and countertops.

They expect to see contemporary
walk-in showers, tubs, and fixtures in
bathrooms.

They inspect floors, deck boards, and
trim.

They seck windows with good insula-
tion and clarity.

They notice the condition of fire-
places and fireboxes.

They look at ceilings and walls for
water stains and settlement cracks.

They guess the general age of HVAC
units and water heaters.

They peer into crawl spaces and base-
ments for signs of water intrusion or the
presence of vapor barriers and dehumidi-
fiers.

They look how water runs off a
property and make assumptions about its
impact to foundations. Today’s Buyer has
viewed so many Home Fix-it and Flip-it
shows, they have gained some perspective
on things to look out for and are more
cautious than prior generations. As a Sell-
er, you are far better off to eliminate as
many “negotiating points” that would fall
in the buyer’s favor as possible. That’s part
of wisely “Investing at 4118 Ft.”

o John Sheehan is a Broker at Mountain
Life Properties serving the luxcury real estate sales
market. The Mountain Life Properties team
welcomes all to stop by their log cabin office at
134 Maple Street, visit our website Mountain-
LifeRE.com, or reach us at 828-239-8814.
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Western North Carolina
doesn’t need martial law

Dear Editor,

Here in Western North Carolina, we
know the value of independence, personal
responsibility, and limited government.
That’s why I'm deeply concerned about a
quiet move coming out of Washington that
doesn’t seem to be getting the attention it
deserves and that could affect every one of
us.

After his inauguration in January, The
President signed an executive order declar-
ing a national emergency at the southern
border. But the part no one’s talking about
is what came next: the order gives the De-
partment of Defense and Homeland Secu-
rity until April 20 to recommend whether
to invoke the Insurrection Act—a law that
would allow the president to deploy US.
troops against civilians here at home.

No matter who we voted for or our

affiliation, military force should never be
used against the American people. Using the
Insurrection Act to send troops into Ameri-
can towns and cities is not border policy. It’s
federal overreach, plain and simple. It by-
passes governors, threatens our right to rally,
and risks setting a precedent that could be
abused by any future president.

I urge Congressman Chuck Edwards,
and Senators Thom Tillis and Ted Budd, to
speak out before the April 20 report is deliv-
ered. The people of North Carolina deserve
to know where their leaders stand—not af-
ter the fact, but now.

Our Constitution was built to limit the
power of government, not to concentrate
it. Let’s not let fear—or politics—erase the
freedoms generations of Americans have
fought to protect.

Constance L Neely
Scaly Mountain, NC

NORTH CAROLINA

ELEV. 4118

Holy Week Schedule 2025

C Churh

e e ——

Our Lady of the Mountains Catholi

Highlands
April 17 - Holy Thursday Mass
St. Jude Sapphire Valley - 6 p.m.
April 18 - Good Friday Liturgy
St. Jude Sapphire Valley - 3 p.m.
April 19 - Holy Saturday Mass
St. Jude Sapphire Valley - 8:30 p.m.
April 20 - Easter Sunday Mass
St. Jude Sapphire Valley - 9 a.m.
Our Lady of the Mountains - 11 a.m.

www.Olmhighlands.com

Pa, It's time to spring clean our community!
5, And we need a little help from our friends.

We'll begin at Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park,

Pine Street, Highlands.

A light breakfast and lunch will be provided.

Participants receive a free t-shirt.

To participate, send an email to
events@highlandschamber.org

b kg

Join us!
Saturday, April 26
8:30am - 12:30pm

This event is hosted by the
Highlands Chamber of Commerce/Visit Highlands, NC.
For more information: highlandschamber.org or 828-526-5841

visithighlandsnc.com
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Monday - Thursday, 11 am - 3 pm
Friday - Saturday, 11am - 8 pm

226 South 4th Street - Highlands, NC
Highlandsburrito.com

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p ¢ Sun. 11ato 7p
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

..on the Verandah

Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
42 Years of Fine Dining

Now_

OPEN
Ml Fridays & Saturdays

5:30-9p
828-526-2338

US 64w ¢ Highlands

www.ontheverandah.com

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern

at Highlander Mountain House
Open for
LUNCH
Wednesday-Saturday
11:30-3p
Open for
{ DINNER
| Wednesday-Saturday
5:30-9p
Open for

W|th Blue Grass music
10a-3p

290 Main Street * Highlands * 828-526-2590
highlandermountainhouse.com

828-526-4035

| WILD IHYME GOURMET

T A W 8. ™

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round

Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. * Highlands

Open 6 Days

; § .Tl_'!‘;::'
4 "ol Closed Wed.

Lunch: 11a-3:30p
Dinner:
5:30p-9p

A HIGHLANDER MOUNTAIN HOUSE HOTEL

Now serving wine,
beer & coffee!
Open to the public!

Wine/Beer Bar:
Thurs-SQ; 5-10p

Open Year-Round
Mon.-Sat.. | 1:30a to 5p

The Secret Garden
Sandwich shop and

‘E; i Call (828) 305-7509

to place a pick-up order.

gourmet food market
Courityardiand Ind'(')'(:)f gscating!®
it F"‘- : I. -

=% S -._.,‘ @l _"“L\*‘

"%f * DUSTY'S =
e 'RHODES SUPERET T [_,ﬂ

SPRING IN FOR FRESH FOODS .~

<!  SUNDAY—————— cLoseo Q;.’E
;.;_ . MONDAY—————— CLOSED . —5
TUESDAY —————-- CLOSED © RN
ﬁ WEDNESDAY——-—-9:00-5:30 o
THURSDAY ——-—— 9:00-5:30 '
FRIDAY ——————- 9:00-5:30 ﬁ.;f
# SATURDAY ————— 9:00-4:00 .

EST. "’.—._'J “"""—_-:1 1990
—— A ] ——
LAKESIDE |
EESTAURANT

Open Tuesday - Saturday

Serving Easte
itdaar Dint ng / fDine-In Art G |.'h v | lakesic

531 SmallwoodAve | 828 526- 94I9 f HIGHLANDS
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Jeff Schenck, for-
mer president of beer
wholesaler ~ Schenck
Company and resi-
dent of Otrlando, FL,
and Highlands, NC,
passed away from a
heart attack on March
29, 2025, at the age of
71. Jeff leaves behind
a rich legacy of busi-
ness, philanthropic,
and artistic contributions to the Otlando
and Highlands communities and a large
circle of family and friends who loved him
dearly.

Jeff was born in Fresno, CA May 6,
1953, to Jay and Page Schenck, then moved
to Central Florida when his father was ap-
pointed as a distributor for Miller Brewing
Company. One of Jeff’s earliest memories
was crawling as a toddler across the wooden
planks lining the floors of the family’s first
beer warehouse. Little did he know that he
would become the president of Schenck
Company, a company that became the 20th
largest beer distributorship in the country
under Jeff’s leadership. Jeff’s contributions
to the beverage industry were widespread
and lasting, He served on the Board of Di-
rectors for the Beer Industry of Florida in
the 1980s and was instrumental in helping
create and pass the Beer Franchise Law.

Yet his true passion was always mu-
sic. A born artist, Jeff could play virtually
any instrument he picked up yet never
had any formal training, Jeff was happiest

Jeffrey (Jeff) Chamberlain Schenck

with a guitar, mandolin,
fiddle, or harmonica in
hand. Those who knew
him in the late 1970s re-
member his first band,
Budapest String Band,
8 which played in local
pubs around Orlando
§ and Gainesville. Jeff
returned to his musical
| roots in retirement, play-
ing mandolin, fiddle, and
guitar in Well Strung Band in Western North
Carolina. It was through music that he met
his longtime partner, Rachel, an upright
bassist in the band.

In retirement, Jeff split his time be-
tween Winter Park and Highlands. He de-
lighted in travel and continued to explore
until the end, completing four transoceanic
cruises in his last five years. Jeff spent his last
day of life enjoying one of his favorite pas-
times on a cruise ship with his partner off
the coast of Spain. Those who knew Jeff
will always remember his kindness, generos-
ity, and humility.

Jeff leaves behind his partner Rachel
Friday, children Taylor Schenck Murphy
and spouse Mike Murphy of Orlando, Jay
Hunter Logan Schenck and fiancée Lourdes
Perez of Orlando, grandchildren Dylan and
Andersen of Orlando, sisters Pat Schenck
Robertson and spouse Randy Robertson
of Winter Park, Martha Schenck of Vero
Beach, and Virginia Schenck of Atlanta,
GA, former spouse Minter Byrd of Win-
ter Park, former spouse and mother of his

..LIBRARY continued from page 1

In 2023-24, North Carolina received
$5 million in federal funds through grants
to 90 organizations. The funds were used
to digitize local history materials, purchase
statewide e-books and e-audio books for
adults and youth as well as statewide ac-
cess to them, digital skills training, website
hosting and event support, professional
development and scholarships and grants
for library staff and the NC Cardinal Con-
sortium.

The NC Catrdinal Consortium of
North Carolina enables public libraries to
share an online catalog and resources with
other member libraries.

The program’s mission is to maintain
and continually develop a working, effi-
cient, and sustainable Integrated Library
System for public libraties and library staff

within North Carolina.

The number of NC residents served
by a Cardinal member library — like those in
the Fontana Regional Library system (FRL)
-- Albert Carlton-Cashiers Community Li-
brary, Hudson Library (in Highlands), Jack-
son County Public Library (in Sylva), Macon
County Public Library (in Franklin), Marian-
na Black Library (in Bryson City), and Nan-
tahala Community Library — is 44% of the
population which represents 234-member
locations across 66 counties. Monthly, 988
thousand items are borrowed by NC library
users on average each month.

Hudson Library librarian Catlyn More-
nus said one of the great strengths of Hud-
son Library, as part of Fontana Regional
Library system, is its membership in the NC

* See LIBRARY page |5

children Chris Schenck of Ortlando. He
is predeceased by his parents Jay and Page
Schenck of Winter Park and nephew Alex
Robertson.

A Celebration of Life will be held on
Monday, April 28, 2025, from 2pm to 5pm
at Enzian Theater in Maitland, FL.

Memorial contributions in honor of
Jeff may be made to: Blue Bamboo Center
for the Arts -- bluebambooartcenter.com;
Support Our Scholars -- supportourschol-
ars.org; Highlands Emergency Council --
highlandsemergencycouncil.com

Starting Cal
Saturday, April 5
8:30 to10:30

to Pla(fzg) 305-7509
(SF] PiCk~up org
er,

“Saturday Brealfgfast at the Secret Garden”
Breakfast Burritos ¢ Bage[s e Libations & more!

Courtyard and Indoor seating!
208 N. 5th St. « Village Square * Next to Pine St. Park

« Child Dental

« Animal Services

Y

¥

Macon County

Health Department
Public Health in YOUR community

 Primary care available

« Family planning services available

« STD testing & treatment

« Immunizations for children & adults

« School-based telehealth services

« WIC (supplemental nutritional program
for women, infants, & children)

« Environmental health inspections

(328-345-20
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WHOLE LIFE
MARKET

Natural Products Store
Hours: 9am-5pm
Mon-Sat
828-526-5999
Wholelifehighlands@icloud.com
LOCATED AT 680 N UTH ST, HIGHLANDS

NECTAR

1.-..-—\._| ,_r

[T 119-'

Orgamc smoothie/juice
bar located
inside Whole
Life Market

0,2025 - 828-200-1371

..MJAYOR from page 2

done before seasonal residents returned
to town. Unfortunately, the construction
will now begin sometime around the sum-
mer months. We also signed a contract to
run the new transmission lines for a third
electric circuit. That line will be installed
running down US 64 in the north of town.
The good news is that this project should
get away in the next few weeks and be com-
pleted by eatly summer at the latest.

Finally, let me make a major disclaimer.
I communicate information based on the
best information available at this time. Many
times, unforeseen circumstances occur that
generate a delay or change in plans. That
phenomenon sometimes frustrates me to
no end, but it is always a looming factor.

I will continue to try to keep everyone
updated as best I can.

Open for
Lunch
11a to 3p

Pet Friendly Place W

With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!
Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a Gyro!
Salads e Pitas e Burgers ¢ Philly Cheese Steak ® Shrimp Pita ® Susan’s Rueben
Italian Sausage ® Appalachian Fries ® Onion Rings ¢ Jambalaya ¢ Kabobs
Shrimp Gumbo e Soups

Open Tues. - Sat.

here Friends Meet

Dine in or Call in your order

462 Dillard Road, Highlands (across from Dusty’s)

for Pickup! e 828-482-1513

In the HEART of downtown Highlands

537 + 555 N 5th Stre

et

4.80 acres +2 homes + barn

MLS # R103334 Offered for $5,950,000

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742
AndreaGabbard @gmail.com

..MIRROR LAKE continued from page 1

maintain the water quality for the water-
shed and drinking water for Highlands
and to restore historic recreational activi-
ties — fishing and canoeing the “riverines”
upstream.

Currently, during Phase 1 sediment
immediately downstream and upstream of
the bridge is being hydraulically removed,
placed in permeable bags to slowly dewater
so the water can return to the lake and then
the sediment is deposited off-site.

That’s basically the process for the
subsequent phases, too, but as McGill’s
Mike Hanson said from the start, how
much sediment can be removed and where
it can be deposited is driven by funding
The closest and therefore the least expen-
sive sites are the old Highlands landfill
which would have to be reopened for this
purpose and the Macon County landfill.

Sediment studies have determined the
sediment is “safe” to deposit in either of
those spots without pollutants or toxins
that would hamper the disposing of the
sediment.

According to Hanson, the original lake
was more than 20 feet deep in some areas
— less in others — the area where Mill Creek
flows into the lake, which is now a bona
fide wetland at Bruner Lane and Cullasaja
Drive, and the riverine up stream were both
originally 4-5 feet deep.

Currently water depths range from 0-4
feet in river section and exceed 18 feet in
some areas of the lake and less than 2 feet
in the wetland areas.

Sediment depths range from 0-4 feet
in the river and wetlands section and ex-
ceed 24 feet in some areas of the lake.

How much the town and the associa-
tion can remove for $5 million is the ques-
tion and the timeline for subsequent phases
depends on permitting from the state since
wetlands exist.

McGill suggested removing 8-10 feet
of sediment in the lake and less in the riv-
erines.

Permitting timelines which can take
30-90 days vary depending on the pro-
posed dredge equipment — hydraulic versus
mechanical — spoil handling, and disposal
of the sediment.

Permitting for hydraulic dredging is
faster than mechanical dredging and/otr
wetland mitigation which can take 8 to 12
months.

Wetland mitigation is where a “1:1
buyout” is done with the state with the
town paying the state $77,000 per wetland
acre removed. The state would use the
money to buy wetlands in another area.

The 1:1 buyout isn’t a guarantee — Mc-
Gill said buyouts can be 1:4 which costs a
lot more.

Mayor Pat Taylor said homeowners
around the Mill Creek wetland area feel
“cheated” regarding the dredging, but he
said dredging the five-acre wetland would
be cost prohibitive at this point.

With the $5 million in mind, Han-
son presented three options that would
reduce the dredge volume, minimize wet-
land impacts and be more affordable.

Option 1 with full-depth sediment
removal of 113,614 cubic yards of sedi-
ment in the lake, upstream, downstream
and in the Mill Creek wetland corridor
would be $6,067,320.

Option 2 which would preserve
more of the wetlands upstream, down-
stream and in the Mill Creek wetland cor-
ridor would remove 89,955 cubic yards
with less shoreline impact for $4,590,120.

Option 2A, is a hybrid, which would
remove the same amount and cost the
same, but would optimize recreation. He
suggested a “canoe path” along the out-
skirts of the upstream wetlands, rather
than dredging through the middle of it,
which would be less costly and require
less permitting.

Hanson said this option extends
dredging from Option 2 to include wet-
lands near docks to optimize recreational
access by residents.

“The increased dredge volume is off-
set by reducing the dredge depth in the
open water areas to maybe 8 feet rather
than 10 feet with a fully connected perim-
eter channel in the Mill Creek/wetland
area which could be constructed for a
minimal cost for wetland mitigation,” he
said.

Phase 1 is expected to be completed
June or July of this year and if the town
moves forward with the next phases —
dredging the lake and then the riverines
— work could be completed by the fall of
2026.

Hanson closed his presentation by
stressing the importance of funding a
maintenance program so the town doesn’t
have to do this again.

“It took 70 years to get this way, and
you don’t want to have to do this again,”
he said. “Dredging could be done every
2-3 years at a minimal cost.”

To that end, Pat Gleeson who has
spearheaded the dredging program, sug-
gested a “special assessment district” be
designated for Mirror Lake property own-
ers whereby they would donate a certain
amount of money each year for a main-
tenance fund.

The Town Board was inclined to
move forward as soon as possible but said
time was needed to digest all the informa-
tion.
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* HERE'S THE THING ®

Bringing the Carnage Home

he Trump administra-
tion’s Department of
Government Efficien-

cy’s slash-fest is already being
felt around the country. I have
no doubt, and neither should
you, that we haven’t seen all of
what is going to take place.

There’s no doubt the
bloated United States govern-
ment is more than ready for a
haircut. Any bureaucracy, busi-
ness or government, needs to be examined
regularly, to ensure it’s not growing beyond
its needs. Corporations, with the mandate
to be profitable and to manage expecta-
tions of shareholders, do this all the time.
The federal government, which operates
on an annual deficit in the trillions of dol-
lars doesn’t do this at all.

My concern continues to be, not with
the “what” of what’s happening, It’s with
the “how.” There is no evaluation of what
or where to cut because of the speed with
which these actions have occurred.

I’'m also concerned with the miscon-
ception that it’s not going to impact us very
much here in Western North Carolina. It
already has.

We don’t know all of whats going
to be cut and who is going to be affected
because several of the over one hundred
executive orders already signed by Presi-
dent Trump are being contested. Some
will head to the US. Supreme Court. But
let’s consider what we do know, and how
it impacts us.

The Social Security office in Franklin
is set to close. Everyone who works there
can expect to be told to find other employ-
ment. These are our neighbors. They all
have families. Our area also has many re-
cipients of earned Social Security benefits.
Sure, many of us can do whatever business
we have with Social Security online, but
many others, all older Americans, aren’t
comfortable with that. We prefer sorting
things out by talking to another human be-
ing.

The Great Smoky Mountain National
Park is our nation’s largest, with over 200
permanent, and 140 seasonal employees.
It has already lost some and stands to lose
many more as things progress. What many
call simply, “the Park” is a major tourism
draw to Western North Carolina. It at-
tracts visitors, who fill hotel rooms and
restaurants. It brings campers, hikers, along
with locals who flock to the Park regularly.
Those employees are also our neighbors

Bud Katz

and have families.

The Veteran’s Administra-
tion Hospital in Asheville has al-
ready cut some jobs in the wake
of the DOGE announcement
that over 80,000 jobs, or 20% of
& the VA’ national work force, are
going away. There’s been no an-
nouncement yet regarding the VA
clinic in Franklin, but it’s hard to
imagine it and other smaller VA
outposts avoiding the axe. Never
mind that there are tens of thousands of
veterans living in Western North Carolina.

Here’s the thing; when significant re-
ductions take place without a clear under-
standing of the roles people play and their
responsibilities to those they serve, it’s
certain that services will suffer, and those
requiring services will experience negative
outcomes.

While we’ve focused on a few of the
local ramifications of the effort toward get-
ting federal spending under control, what’s
happening isn’t being handled in a respon-
sible manner, or with concern for those
directly affected. The DOGE mentality
seems to be to just cut, and deal with fallout
later. Not smart, at all.

Maybe announce that plans are being
implemented to a) examine all functions
of the federal bureaucracy with a goal of
reducing waste, fraud and corruption; b) re-
duce responsibly by, say 15% of jobs from
EVERY function of the federal govern-
ment, and ¢) make sure all individuals af-
fected by job cuts will be treated fairly and
humanely. Do this and the administration
would gather immense, bipartisan political
capital.

By doing what they’re doing, not in
some ugly, arbitrary manner, but in a smart
and considered way, they'd succeed, just
without the carnage.

Eliminating waste, fraud and corrup-
tion, where it actually exists, is a noble and
necessary goal. Just please, do it with a tiny
bit of sensitivity toward those who actually
face the chopping block.

« Bruce . “Bud” Katz, and his wife, Lynn,
have lived year-round in Highlands since 2071.
Bud is the author of four novels and a work of non-
fiction. He facilitates the Highlands Writers Group
and spends much of bis time in front of a computer
making words into sentences, sentences into para-
graphs, ... ete. You can get to know Bud better by
visiting his website, brucefkatz.com, and you can
contact him, regarding this column, his books, or for
information about the Highlands Writers Group,
at brucefkatzanthon@gmail.con.
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GOOD
FRIDAY

SERVICE AT 6:00PM

COMMUN[TY BIBLE CHURCH NC

SUNDAY
SERVICE AT 10:45

Restore your youthful appearance;
Enhance your facial beauty.

209 Hospital Drive, Ste. 304
Jane Woodruff Clinic Bldg ¢ Highlands

(828) 550-3344

www.wenzelfacialsurgery.com

Dr. Wenzel offers state-of-the-art
cosmetic procedures including
rhinoplasty, facelifts, eyelid surgery,

Hers and more.

Call today
for a
onsultation.
(828)
550-3344

5"'-. VENZLI

¢ SURGER




Page 10 - Highlands Newspaper -Thurs., April 10, 2025 - 828-200-1371

Priﬂg Homc—: ]mProvement 2025
Take the Life-Saving Step of Testing for Radon

(StatePoint) Radon—an
tasteless and colorless gas found in homes

and buildings at high levels throughout the

odotless,

United States—is the second leading cause
of lung cancer, responsible for about 21,000
deaths each year, and the leading cause of

466 DILLARD ROAD

HIGHLANDS

>

Let’s Begin.

HAGANBINDER.COM

Protect what matters most with a Generac standby
generator — here to power your home in any outage.

Request a free quote today.

e b ALLAN DEARTH AND SONS
GEME ut:‘ oRs (828) 526-9325
~L X1

https://adsemergencypower.com/

GENERAC
——————EE

lung cancer among people who don’t
smoke.

The American Lung Association is
partnering with Protect Environmental
to educate and empower communities
nationwide to take action to prevent lung
cancer. As part of the campaign, they are
answering some frequently asked ques-
tions about radon:

What is radon? Radon is a naturally
occurring radioactive gas emitted from the
ground. Uranium in soil and rocks breaks
down to form radium. As radium decays,
radioactive particles (radon gas) are re-
leased into the air.

Why is radon found in buildings? Ra-
don gas enters buildings through cracks in
walls, basements, floors, foundations, and
potentially, through water used in showers
and faucets, trapping it inside.

Why is radon harmful? Radon gas
particles can be inhaled in your lungs,
attacking cells with dangerous, cancer-
causing radiation. Radon exposure has no
immediate symptoms; however, the long-
term threat of health problems, including
lung cancer, is serious.

How is radon detected? The only
way to know the radon level in your home

COREY JAMES GALLERY

& Estate Consignments

Bronze sculpture * Paintings
Vintage & Antique Collectables &
Furniture - Costume Jewelry

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

and workplace is to conduct a radon test.
Dangerous radon levels have been found
in every state, so every building should be
regularly tested. Testing is the first step in
reducing risk of radon-induced lung can-
cer and is recommended every two to five
years, even if you have a mitigation sys-
tem. The Lung Association and Protect
Environmental are offering free radon test
kits to homeowners in select communities
across the United States. Visit Lung.org/
protect-environmental to learn more and
check your eligibility for receiving a test kit.

What should I do if I detect high
radon levels? Radon gas is measured in
picocuties per liter (pCi/L) of air. The
Environmental Protection Agency rec-
ommends taking action to reduce radon
if levels are 4.0 pCi/L ot greater, and to
consider similar actions when the radon
level is between 2.0 and 4.0 pCi/L. If you
discover high radon levels in your home,
a radon mitigation system should be in-
stalled to reduce the amount of radon to
a safer level. Just be sure you work with
a professional who is certified in radon
mitigation. Using unqualified professionals
may lead to faulty installation, which can
cause property damage and even increase
indoor radon levels.

The American Lung Association’s
campaign to raise awareness on the im-
portance of radon testing is supported by
Protect Environmental. For more infor-
mation, visit Lungorg/protect-environ-
mental.

“I’ve been to too many homes where
no one knew to test for radon until some-
one in the home got the devastating diag-
nosis of lung cancer,” says Kyle Hoylman,
chief executive officer of Protect Envi-
ronmental. “Taking action to reduce radon
through mitigation and regular testing is an
investment in the lung health of everyone
in the building and could be a lifesaving
improvement.”
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Construction . |
often starts HDC A

. HIGHLANDS L
with DE CJO RATING Benjamin Moore

excavating; CENTER
but in 2025
there’s more

In Highlands and elsewher, excavat-
ing property in 2025 will likely face chal-
lenges and opportunities within a con-
struction industry that is experiencing a
petiod of both growth and uncertainty,
with factors like material costs, interest
rates, and government policies playing a 3 1
significant role. ¢ .. A 5 L Pk

-

.."I

Here’s a breakdown of factors
to consider for excavating property in
Highlands, NC in 2025:

Construction Industry Trends:

* Growth and Volatility: The con-
struction industry is expected to expeti-
ence growth in 2025, but also face vola-
tility due to factors like potential tariffs,
policy changes, and economic shifts. : — : ) ] B oo

¢ Material Costs: Construction iy . S = e WOODLUE
material costs are expected to continue oS ’ o
rising, though at a slower pace than in
previous years.

* Interest Rates: Interest rates are
expected to remain relatively low, which
could lead to increased construction ac-
tivity.

e Infrastructure Projects: There For beauty that gﬂes ®  Benjamin Moore Ll | B'!"i";%“w‘! j
will be increased investment in infra- deeper than the surface. ' WOODLUXE * ° WOODLUXE

structure projects, both new construc- T : 3
tion and repairs due to the increased fre- The ultimate protection for outdoor beauty. g | - .lli
quency and severity of natural disasters. Our innovative formulas minimize film build .ﬂ

* Sustainability and Innovation: ki d (i
The industry is expected to focus on sus- to reduce cracking and peeling for less prep,

tainabi]_ity and innovation’ with a PUSh gasier C‘.‘C}aliﬁg, = ple Iﬂng—laﬁting I‘E.‘SLI!HS

for more environmentally responsible 220.HRars Fowe

see Lhe Love Highlands NC 28741
8282009226
wiww.highlandsdecorating.com

and resilient building practices.
Specific Challenges and
Opportunities:
* Workforce Shortages: The con-
struction industry may continue to face Color agcuracy s ensured galy whien timted in guaity Benjamin Mooie’ ponts eed sains, Color repiesenestions may differ skghty 1y
a4 Beejainn Masea & Co. Benjamin Moo, P Tiianghe B gyekal, ond WoeSuos anb replatered Inacerras lesnssd 10 Bandarnin
workforce shortages, which could lead to
higher labor costs and project delays.
* See CONSTRUCTION page 13
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Pring [Home ]mProvement 2025
How to Pick the Right Plants for Your Location

(StatePoint) When planning your yard or garden, you
likely focus on the what and the where. After all, a beautiful
plant in a prime location enhances curb appeal and even
bragging rights.

You may pay less attention though to understanding
how your location, or plant hardiness zone, impacts your
garden’s success. To help ensure your plants don’t just sut-
vive, but thrive, the experts at lawn care equipment manu-
facturer Exmatk are sharing the following insights about
plant hardiness:

What is Plant Hardiness?

Plant hardiness is the secret sauce of any healthy out-

door space. Plant hardiness is the ability of a plant to sur-
vive adverse growing conditions such as drought, flooding,
heat and cold. Have you ever watched with frustration as a
late-season temperature dip leaves your beautiful buds with
a serious case of frostbiter Plant hardiness zones were de-
veloped to help landscapers, gardeners and lawn care enthu-
siasts avoid this heartache.

American farming contributes billions of dollars to the
gross national product annually, which is one reason why
the USDA has long monitored weather data. If determining
when the average final frost may occur for every region in
the country is worth billions, what could that same knowl-

edge mean for your garden? Well, choosing plants with

hardiness levels appropriate to specific planting zones gives

you the best chance of cultivating healthy, beautiful plants.
What is My Growing Zone?

The United States is divided into 13 zones. Zones 1-6
being the coldest, and 7-13 the warmest. Zone 1 averages
-60 degrees F while zone 13 never drops below 70 degrees
F. A general guideline is to plant anything designated for
your zone ot lower, but never higher. Know what zone you
live in and make a point of checking the tag on the back of
the plant or seed pack before planting;

* See LOCATION page 13

Storefront ¢ Plate Glass * Mirrors
Custom Shower Doors ¢ Insulated Glass
Custom Mirrors * Tabletops * Sun Rooms

Replacement of Fogged Glass
Insulated Units

David Lewis, owner
3145 Old Murphy Road
Franklin, NC

(828) 349-0088
www.glassshoppe.com

Backifrom|Di _
Water, Damage,» Mold  Fire='
ACamel Cleaning ; Ductic,
' onsructions)?
v

Hardiness zones can help you decide which plants will thrive in your climate.

o
L

(MAIN STREET NURSERY |
HIGHLANDS, NC

April Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8a to 5p
(Across from the Post Office)
135 Franklin Road
828-526-3956

828-200-9217 Fully Insured

MenDozA TREE ExperT
Quality Tree Care & Removal |18+ years

estimates@mendozatree.com
mendozatreeservices.com




Perennials Versus Annuals

There’s a reason you see palm trees in Sarasota, Flori-
da, not Saginaw, Michigan. When it comes to perennials, it’s
not about when the first frost is, but how cold it gets, and
whether that plant can survive and thrive through winter.

Plant hardiness zones are less important however when
it comes to annuals. Because these plants are only meant to
last one growing season; waiting until after the average first
frost date will save you from having to re-plant. Know that
even if your plant survives the frost, it may never match the
photo you saw advertised at the nursery.

Planting Zone Rule of Thumb

Plant hardiness zone maps are, well, all over the map.
Consider the number assigned to your zip code as a starting
point. You may live right at the break between one zone and
the other. When in doubt, guess too low, rather than too
high. In the South, the heat stress a plant not made for the
conditions. Your particular geography can also affect your
hardiness zone, like if you live on a hill or in a valley.

For more insights, check out the USDA Plant Hardi-
ness Zone Map, and watch “Find Your Plant Hardiness
Zone,” an episode of “Backyard Smart,” an original series
from lawn care equipment manufacturer, Exmark. To watch
the video, visit Backyard Life, which is part of a unique
multimedia destination with a focus on helping homeown-
ers improve their outdoor living spaces. There you can also
download additional tips and view other Exmark Original
Series videos.

Understanding what plants will thrive in your climate is
essential to a healthy landscape. Fortunately, free resources
abound to help you plant successfully.

..CONSTRUCTION continued
from page 11

* Regulatory Envitronment: Changes in regulations,
especially related to environmental protection and build-
ing codes, could impact construction projects.

* Political Landscape: Political shifts and policy
changes could create uncertainty in the construction in-
dustry.

¢ Economic Conditions: Economic conditions, in-
cluding inflation and interest rates, will continue to influ-
ence construction spending and activity.

Adpvice for Excavating in Highlands, NC:

* Plan Ahead: Due to potential supply chain issues
and material cost fluctuations, it’s crucial to plan excava-
tion projects in advance and secure necessary materials
and labor early.

* Consider Sustainability: Explore sustainable ex-
cavation and construction practices to reduce environ-
mental impact and enhance project resilience.

* Stay Informed: Monitor industry trends, economic
forecasts, and regulatory changes to make informed deci-
sions.

* Seek Professional Advice: Consult with experi-
enced contractors, engineers, and other professionals to
navigate the complexities of construction projects.
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e Grading
* Excavating
e Driveways
¢ Build sites
* Hauling
* Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643
Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com

Your One-Stop
Garden Shop
Celebrating 31
Years!

2460 Cashiers Road ¢ Highlands ¢ 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com ¢ Mon.-Sat. 8a to 5p

New Inventory Arriving DAILY!

Colorful Annuals

Kitchens
by
- Design
Atlanta « Highlands « Cashiers
828-226-2083

Specializing in Kitchen Design ¢ Cabinets
2 Certified Kitchen Designers

-

Melinda Barber Design
Kitchens o Cabinets

In-home Consultation
828-226-2083

www.melindabarber.com
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Dogwood Health Trust and Affiliated Monitors to hold community meetings

Submitted

Dogwood Health Trust and Affiliated
Monitors, Inc. announce the schedule for
two community meetings with the Inde-
pendent Monitor (IM) to be held in May
2025. Each community meeting will share
updates about the IM’s work and informa-
tion about where community members
can go with concerns and feedback about
HCA.

As the Independent Monitor, Affiliat-
ed Monitors is responsible for monitoring

and evaluating HCA’s compliance with its
commitments required by the 2019 Asset
Purchase Agreement of the Mission Health
System. Affiliated Monitors was engaged as
the IM in 2024.

The community meetings are part
of the IM’ larger, ongoing engagement
strategy that includes conversations with
community groups, organizations and indi-
viduals. So far in 2025, the IM has held 14
meetings (three with organizations, three
with groups of concerned citizens and

FPCH HOLY WEEK

EASTER
SUNDAY
April 20th

MAUNDY

THURSDAY

April 17th

GOOD
FRIDAY
April 18th

eight with individuals) to collect feedback
and reflections concerning health care de-
livery in Western North Carolina. In addi-
tion, the IM continues to receive concerns
and feedback via its website.

While more details about the agenda
will be shared closer to the community
meetings, the locations, dates and times will
be:

Monday, May 12 (5:30 to 7 p.m.) --
McDowell Technical Community College,
Building 11, Room 113, 54 College Dr.,
Marion, NC

Tuesday, May 13 (5:30 to 7 p.m.), AB
Tech Community College, Ferguson Au-
ditorium, 340 Victoria Rd., Asheville, NC
28801

Doors will open 30 minutes prior
to each scheduled meeting. The Asheville
meeting will also be livestreamed.

“The Independent Monitor plays an
important role in listening to the commu-
nity. These meetings are opportunities to
share about their findings and work and

to connect community members with the
best ways that they can share feedback
and concerns about their experiences,’
said Dr. Susan Mims, CEO of Dogwood
Health Trust. “Dogwood is responsible
for offering opportunities like this through
2029 — 10 years after the Asset Purchase
Agreement was signed — and we are com-
mitted to creating spaces for informative
exchange.”

The Independent Monitor will also
be in Western North Carolina from May
5-14, 2025, and welcomes invitations from
civic groups, organizations and communi-
ty members who want to share their expe-
riences with HCA and the Mission Health
System. If you would like to schedule a
meeting outside of the community meet-
ings above, please email Mission@Affiliat-
edMonitors.com.

For more information about the work
of the Independent Monitor, please visit
https:/ /independentmonitormhs.com/.

Palm & Passion Sunday: Join us at 11am in
the Sanctuary for readings & music depicting

Highlands United Methodist Church

__ www.highlandsmethodist.org [P
Jesus's entry into Jerusalem through his el April 13th — Pal/ Passion Sunday N
arrest, trial & crucifixion. ﬁ Service of Healing
Maundy Thursday: Supper at 5:30pm in April 161h - 6pm in the Faith & Fellowship Center
Coleman Hall, followed by worship & the Holy Thursday Service
celebration of the Lord's Supper. April 17th at 5:30pm in the sanctuary
Good Friday: Self-guided Stations of the Good Friday Service
Cross in the Sanctuary featuring art by Scott April 18th at 5:30pm in the mmmmy
Erikson, 9am to 2pm. Easter Sunday
Easter Sunday: Celebrate Jesus's resurrection Sunday, April 20th

at 11am with brass & timpani, the Sacrament Sunrise Service at the Easter Cross on the front lawn

of Baptism, & an egg hunt for young children.

at /am
Easter Worship Services ~ 9:09 & 11am
Potluck Easter Brunch ~ 10am in in the F&FC
Easter Egg Hunt ~ 10:15am2 on the front lawn

- First Presbyterian Church of Highlands
471 MAIN ST. HIGHLANDS, NC 828-526-3175




..LIBRARY continued
from page 7

Cardinal library consortium.

“Were a town of 1,000 population
that has access to all the books in nearly
250 libraties in the state. In 2023-24,
neatly 1,200 library items came to Hudson
Library from around the state through pa-
tron requests. That’s a huge benefit to our
residents,” she said. “Another important
service is NC Kids, which provides access
to age-appropriate e-books and e-audio
books to our youth. All of this, and much
more, is made possible by funding from
IMLS. «

Furthermore, Morenus said the ser-
vice is free to patrons.

Macon County Librarian Abby
Hardison said without IMLS funding of
the state-wide catalog and resource con-
sortium, NC Cardinal — a primary founda-
tional resource that patrons use every day
— patrons will be severely impacted.

“The Fontana Regional Library sys-
tem has been part of NC Cardinal since
2012 which has opened up most of the li-
braries to sharing materials across the state
of North Carolina. Losing this consortium
would be a great loss for our communi-
ties and replacing it with some other kind
of integrated library system would be cost
prohibited.”

Furthermore, Hardison said over
the years FRL has applied for numerous
grants and by securing this funding has
been able to upgrade technology infra-
structure, bandwidth, and computers.

In 2021, Macon County libraries were
able to add adaptive technology to allow
for virtual meetings for staff and patrons,
as well as technology to help patrons with
hearing, vision, or motor function prob-
lems, or those in need of telehealth access.

The Makerspace LSTA grant helped
the FRL libraries purchase Maker Space
tools, including 3D printers, coding and
robotics and digital graphic design includ-
ing a portable planetarium to bring this
experience to children and adults in their
service area, and mobile kitchen carts that
provide fun and educational nutrition pro-
grams for all ages.

“There was also a separate grant to
provide learning opportunities in digital
literacy, computer skills, and homework
help for children throughout the region by
providing access to up-to-date technology
resources,” she said.

Last year, IMLS even awarded $267
million in grants across the country, with
a focus on helping to organize book drives
and museum field trips in areas without ex-
isting access to libraries or museums.

VISIT
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*HS SPRING MIDDLE ScHOOL TEAMS ®

P ey MIDDLE SCHOOL
e - SOCCER

T P "'J'.'{.-'s
B3t TEAM
o »\i j/f’ Aubree Brooks,Anabelle Hays,

NOW OPEN! anc, Corn

Damian,Ava Penland, Corena
Dearth, Cristina Craig, Emelina
Hernandez, Penelope McRae,
Akira Nolan, Riley Brooks,
Yazim Montalvo.

Beauty Specialists
Danielle Adriana

® Hair Cuts and Color
® Eyebrow Tints and Facial Waxing
® Dermalogica Facials
® Obagi
322 Main St Highlands NC » 828-482-1112

THE

MIDDLE SCHOOL
BOYS TRACK

From left: Mason Johnston,
Jesus Damian, Todd Vilardo,
Charlie Wilkes, Aleks Petric-
Sakonjic ,Matthew Morales and
Lincoln Perkins.
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Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn! ¥ ’
Here,There and Everywhere ... MIDDLE SCHOOL GOFTEAM

the Atlanta area, too!
Jensen Bowers, Sam Conner, Knox Holbrooks, Blake Kenter, Alex Lopez, Brynn Mason, Skye Nelson,
828 .200.3050 Aleks Petric-Sakonjic, Justinn Ott, Justin Powell, Harper Ramey, David Rogers, Walker Kittrell, Camden
Westendorf, Charlies Wilkes. Photos by Sunset staff

bobhenritze @gmail.com ¢ www.firewoodcompany.net
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Walk
the
Walk

Rev. Kirkland “Skully”’ Knight
The Episcopal Church of the
Incarnation

I t has become a bit cliché to say, “Be present,” or “Live

in the moment,” but, for many of us, it is harder to

do than we realize. As we get closer to Easter, we see
images of bunnies, chicks, and other things that bring to
mind springtime with new birth and new life, and that is
all great. But we are not there yet.

The week that begins with Palm Sunday is known as
Holy Week, the holiest of all the weeks of the year on the
Church calendar. We worship all week. We are constantly
in prayer. And as we come to the end of the week, we
have Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday.
We walk with Jesus on his way to Jerusalem, and it is really
difficult. There is only one path to Easter. It is by way of
the cross, and there is no avoiding that. We cannot skip
the parts of the story that are unpleasant and uncomfort-
able. They are not only meaningful and powerful, but they
are necessary.

It is important for us to stay with Jesus and walk
with him in these dark times. We hope and believe that
he walks with us in our lowest moments, so the least we
can do is walk with him in his. It is not fun nor is it joy-
ous, and yes, and while we know those days are coming,
they are not here yet. We have to go through the winter
to get to spring, we have to weather the storm to see the
rainbow, and we have to walk the way of the cross to get
to the empty tomb.

I spent much of my life working in Episcopal schools,
and one year at an in-service prior to school beginning, we
had a consultant come and speak to us. And he said that
we spend too much time preparing the path for the child,
and not enough time preparing the child for the path.
Truth. It is an issue in our culture that has created a desire
to avoid difficult things, rather than cultivating confidence
in our ability to persevere through them.

In these difficult days, Iet us “be present” and “live
in the moment” even when it is painful and uncomfort-
able. Walk the walk that we have ahead of us. In a way, it
is good for us. When we experience hard things and come
out the other side, we are better. Recreated. Renewed.
Easter is coming, but we are not there yet. Be patient.

Wait. Walk.

e P acEs 1o WORSHIP ®

BLUEVALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315
Sundays: School: 10 a.m. ,Worship:1 |
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 * Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| |
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev.Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30;Worship 10:30
CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA « 706-746-2999
Sundays: 10 a.m.Worship; Holy Communion |st & 3rd Sundays
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
The Rev'd Dr. Michael Matlock, Rector
464 U.S. Hwy. 64E, Cashiers, NC
CAC@christanglicancashiers.org * 828-743-1701
Sunday: 9a Fellowship; 9:30a Adult Christian Ed; 10:30a
Holy Eucharist;Wed. Bible Study & Compline Prayer 5p
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Jacob Tedder ¢ Jacob@cashiers.church « 743-5470
www.cashiers.church
Sun. 10:45a;Wed Study5:15p supper and childcare.
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.
Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| la.m.

I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com * 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC « Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins
Sun: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am

Wed.:Youth 5:30-7pm;Women’s Bible Study: Mon. 4:30pm, Tues.

10am; Men'’s Bible Study:Wed. & Thurs. 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144 « 696 Sky Valley Way #447
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas
Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev.W. Bentley Manning, Rector * 526-2968
5th and Main streets * www.incarnationwnc.org
Sunday: Rite |, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite Il with Choir 10:30
am in Sanctuary, VWed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel,
Morning Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 » www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor ¢ 220 Main Street, Highlands
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am;Women’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Emily Wilmarth, pastor, Kelley Connelly Asso. Pastor
828-526-3175 * fpchighlands.org
Sun.:Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.;Worship || a.m.
Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m.Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:| | am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays |0am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. « Glenville. NC ¢+ 743-2729 * Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a.Worship | la & 7p. Bible Study 6p
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.;Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 « |65 S. Sixth Street
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays:Worship:| |
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson * 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily
sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376
In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
909a Bluegrass and | la Traditional
www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH:ELCA
2152 Dillard Road * 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdrof
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C.28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| I. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin « 828-634-1312 « mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: Ist Fri.and 3rd Sat.and Rosh Hashanah & Yom
Kippur.
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583  Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church. 4224 Big Ridge
(4.5 miles from NC 107)

Weds:Youth Group 6 p.m.; Bible Study 6:30 p.m,;
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone — 526-2418
Sat.4pm 5/24/25-10/25/25; Sun. - | lam
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship —| | am.& 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates ¢ 526-3212
Sun.: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev.Andy Cloer
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| | a.m.
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m.
ST.JUDFE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Sun. 9a (English); Mon. 9:30a (Vatican Il in Latin); Tues. 7p
(Spanish);Wed.,9:30a (English)

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: » 743-2359 « Rev. Rob Wood
Sunday Rites-Holy Eucharist 9 & || am; Coffee Hour
following I | am Service
Bazaar Barn is open Friday & Saturday [0a-2p
www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin ¢ uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - || a.m.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers +828-743-2122
Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:| | am
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e PolLicE & FIRE REPORTS @

Highlands Police entries from
March 19. Only the names of per-
sons arrested, issued a summons/
citation, issued a Class-3 misde-
meanor or those of public officials
have been used.

* Cyberstalking of Bespoke Design &
Consulting LLC on Main Street was first
reported Dec. 2,2024 and was reported
as continuing this past week.

March 19

* At 5 p.m,, officers responded to a
call of misdemeanor larceny at Four6é5
Woodfire Bistro Bar where items were
taken without permission — air pods,
debit cards and $330 in cash.

April 2

* At 3:50 p.m,, officers responded to
a call at a residence on Upper Lake Road
regarding a Burglary/Breaking & Enter-
ing, Theft from a building and trespassing
where two weed eaters were stolen —
and Echo and a Stihl — valued at $100.

* At 5 p.m, officers responded to
a call for destruction to property on a
town street where a T-post was bent and
damaged.

April 5

* At 4:58 p.m,, officers responded to
a call of damage to personal property at
a residence on Paul Walden Way where a
fence with gate valued at $210 was dam-
aged.

April 6

* At 2 p.m, a lost phone was re-

Apple Heritage Day
is April 26 in
Cashiers

On April 26, join the Cashiers Histori-
cal Society on Saturday from 11 am to 3 pm
for the annual Apple Heritage Day Festival.

This event celebrates the apples of
eatly settlers, offering a unique blend of
history, tradition, and community. There
will be hands-on activities for all ages, an
apple baking contest, demonstrations, sto-
rytelling, and live music.

This event is free and open to the
public. For more details, visit CHS on Face-
book or by phone at (828) 743-7710.

ported.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue log
from April |

April |

* At 2:1 | p.m,, the dept. responded to
a motor vehicle accident on NC 28 south
(Walhalla Road).

* At 3:24 p.m, the dept. was first-
responders to a location on S. 4th Street.

* At 4:28 p.m., the dept. responded to
a fire alarm at a location on Skyline Lodge
Road.

April 2

* At 3 p.m,, the dept. provided public
assistance at a location on Country Club
Drive.

April 3

* At 2:02 a.m., the dept. responded to
a Co2 alarm at a residence on Maplewood
Lane.

* At 9:15 a.m,, the dept. responded to
a fire alarm at a location on Pierson Drive.

* At 428 p.m. the dept. provided
public assistance at a residence on Maple-
wood Lane.

April 4

* At 3:31 p.m, the dept. investigated
the cause of smoke at a residence on Me-
morial Park Drive.

* At 3:41 p.m,, the dept. responded to
a call of a power line down on Shortoff
Road.

e CHHS NEwse

1

Photo by Marty Boone

Allan is one year old and is still quite
curious and playful but he has outgrown
the “climbing the curtains” kitty stage.
Allan loves other cats which makes him
perfectly suited for Cashiers-Highlands
Humane Society’s feline adoption
“BOGO” special. Adopt one cat or kit-
ten and we will waive the adoption fee
for the second kitty. For more informa-
tion, please call (828)743-5752.

* At 5:35 p.m,, the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on Larkspur
Lane.

* At 8:1 | p.m,, the dept. investigated
the cause of smoke at a residence on US
64 west (Franklin Road).

* At 9:49 p.m,, the dept. responded to
a fire alarm at a residence on Whiteside
Mountain Road.

April 5

* At 2:3| p.m., the dept.responded to
a call of a possible motor vehicle accident
on US 64 west (Franklin Road), but noth-
ing was found.

April 6

* At 5:35 p.m, the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on Goldmine
Church Road.

CHURCH OF THE

INCARNATION

HOLY WEEK & EASTER

PALM SUNDAY
April 13 at 10:30am

MAUNDY
THURSDAY April 17 at
6:00 PM

GOOD FRID AY
April 18 at Noon

THE GREAT VIGI L
OF EASTER
April 19 at 8:00 PM

EASTER DAY
April 20 at 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM

520 Main Street,
Highlands, NC

incarnationwnc.org
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HIGHLANDS CHURCH

9a Sunday mornings

LIVE STREAM: Andy Stanley
LI )

Following Jesus makes your life better,
And makes you better at life!

For details, text Bee at 404-307-1415

the hemlocks
on 25 acres at the basg
of Whiteside
Mountain.

Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Off ce: 828-526-8784
ryan.bears@allentate.com

Align Therapeutic, PLLC

Mental Health Therapy and Support Services

Nicole Dilbeck, LCMHCA
nicole@aligntherapywnc.com

www.aligntherapywnc.com \T

828-526-6370
Locations in Franklin and Highlands, NC

LISATHOMPSON
DOG SITTING

« daily drop-in visits

« overnight & extended
stays

« dog walking
828.424.4637

HIGHLAMDS
CASHIERS

CHRISTIE’S

INTERMATIOMAL REAL ESTATE

Colleen Kerrigan, Broker
615-400-5498

colleen.kerrigan.wnc@gmail.com

Authenticity, Honesty, Integrity

Highlands Office 210 N. Fifth Street

Highlands Automotive

Service =1, NC
s e ~ Inspection
& L Station

Repair

@ 828-787-2360

2851 Cashiers Road ¢ highlandsautomeotive.com

CHESINUT STORAGE

Storage Units Available
Secure 24-Hour Access
Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

Buck Creek Rd - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Road near the hospital

Look for our sign!

* Grading
* Excavating
* Driveways
* Build sites
* Hauling
e Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643
Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com

828-200-9217 Fully Insured
Crane
Rentals
Available

MenDozATREE ExperT
Quality Tree Care & Removal |8+ years

estimates@mendozatree.com
mendozatreeservices.com

COUMNSELING
CENTER

HLAMNMDS,

H 1 G N C g

' LOCATED AT THE PEGGY CROSBY CENTER

B864-481-0698 &5
INFOERCOUNSELING-CENTER.ORG ©

348 5. 5TH STREET, HIGHLANDS, NC 28741 €3

OFFICES: 201, 203 & 210

COUNSELING-CENTER.ORG &

" WE STRIVE TO STRENGTHEN FAMILIES AND INDIVIDUALS

BY PROVIDING ACCESS TO QUALITY MENTAL HEALTH
SERVICES REGARDLESS OF FINANCIAL ABILITY.

360 MAIN STREET

ESTATE JEWELERS OF
HIGHLANDS

B s

el

&

LE n!l-': -
D &4_._ ~

lnnnmtmunt l.'lnlv!
Call: 828-526-1960 _
Text: ?'III 855- 0825 -"‘
Emali -lnﬂnglllamls@gmall nnnlf

Kiln dried
FIREWOOD

Delivery or pickup

2460 Cashiers Road « Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com
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* CILASSIFIEDS ®

WANTED

SEEKING GARAGE RENTAL for auto stor-
age. Secure, long or short-term. 56 1-866-8631 (st. 3/6)

HELP WANTED

ALLISON DIANE CLOTHING, upscale cloth-
ing. Stop by to pick up application. corner of Main and
4th St. 828-526-5404. (st. 3/20)

DONLEON'’S IS HIRING FORTHE KITCH-
EN LINE Consider joining the crazy crew working for
the craziest old guy in Highlands ... this is the most fun
you can have without drinking! Eat anything you want
and Dance with the Don ....no kidding. Drop by to chat
with DonLeon or call 828-200-9334. (st. 3/13)

FOR SALE

1965 SUNBEAM TIGER - restored, great con-
dition. Hard top, 5-speed. 59k. Call 404-966-0283. (st.
3/6)

LAND FOR SALE - 2 tracts, 7.5 miles south of
Highlands, 8.64 acres with spring, by far the best view
in the area at $200,000; 6.12 acres with spring (already
subdivided into 2, 3-acre lots) $140,000. 828-974-1137.
(5/1)

SEASONED FIREWOOD - Any size load. call
828-342-6806. (st. 1/25)

TINY HOME LOTS FOR SALE. $55k-$85k ea.
Each lot comes with water, power, and sewer run to
each lot. www.TinyMountainEstates.com for more info.
(st. 11/22/24)

RV SITE - class A only - in Wildflower Creek RV
Resort. Just minutes from Highlands and Sky Valley. Full
hook-up, concrete pad, landscaped and storage shed.
$192,500. For more info call 828-421-1709 or email
bobnnancync@gmail.com. (st. 1/25)

> 828-526-9325 <«

Generators aren’t just a “thing” we do,
generators are all we do!

Al Stoneham

Realtor-Broker
Luxury Home Specialist
Licensed in NC & GA

Cell: 828-332-9767
al.stonecham@allentate.com

ALLEN TATE REALTORS/PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP
HIGHLANDS/SCAINOUNTAIN/CASHIERS

FOR RENT

FURNISHED 2BD, 2.5BA TOWNHOUSE IN
SHELBY PLACE. Less than a mile from town. Long
Term preferred. Call Jennifer at 828-371-2582 (st. 2/6)

WORKFORCE HOUSING - 2 bedroom/2 bath
and 3 bedroom/2 bath with between Highlands & Ca-
shiers. Includes hi-speed internet, water, & washer/dryer.
No dogs. Inquires. (828)482-4239, (st. Jan. 2025)

SERVICES

PLATEAU PAINTERS — Interior and exterior
painting, pressure washing, decks, and sanding and stain-
ing wood floors. Division of Chatlos Construction. Fully
insured. Free estimates. Call Mike at 828-200-407 1. (6/26)

—We take anything.

Call 828-200-0492 (4/30)

RESIDENTIAL RECYCLING SERVICE - Will
come to your home to pick up recycables. Call or text for
details 828-421-2655. (4/30

DUMP RUNS. Competitive Pricing. Call for details.
828-421-2655. (4/30)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDYMAN -
Chatlos Construction — Remodels, Additions, Framing,
Siding, Roofing, Decks, Painting. References. Insured. 828-
200-4071. (4/30)

CAREGIVERI/SITTER with 40 years experience
available for part-time personal care, errands, transporta-
tion, meals, etc. Highlands full-time resident. Robert Doe
828.399.0262. (st. 8/29)

MURPHY’S PAINT CO.- interior/exterior paint-
ing/sheetrock repair/wallpaper removal/log homes/decks.
Insured. Free estimates. 828-332-0525 or 828-421-8600.
(3/28)

NEED FURNITURE MOVED ORANYTHING
HAULED AWAY? Call or text James of Going Gone at
828-421-2655. (5/1)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN VINSON:
scanning photos, slides & negatives to CD or DVD for
easier viewing.Video transfer to DVD. Everything done
in house. Leave message at 828-526-5208.

B o

Randy Foster, President, Rtary Ib of Highlands; with Jane
and former Rotarian Selwyn Chalker.

Rotarians learn about Haiti

Recently, the Rotary Club of Highlands welcomed Jane
Chalker, wife of former Rotary President Selwyn Chalker as our
honored guest speaker.

Jane started travelling to Haiti in 2002 and has made as
many 50 trips to that country since that time. Jane spoke of the
current conditions in Haiti, the lack of any type of government
and the fact that the country has virtually been taken over by
gangs. Aid to the country has all but stopped as any aid like
food or essentials that comes into the country would likely be
captured by the gangs.

Jane spoke glowingly of the many wonderful things, in spite
of the turmoil currently existing in Haiti, that have continued
to provide hope to Haitians. Like Rodolphe St Vil, a man from
Cange, Haiti who had a deformity in his feet which kept him
from walking normally but was an accomplished musician. He
was awarded one of three scholarships to go to a musical uni-
versity in Jacmel where he received a degree in sound produc-
tion. He then returned to Cange and started a music school.

Jane had many stories of Haiti, many tragic, many uplifting
that she shared with our club. But the main message she shared
was Haiti along with its inhabitants is a wonderful place that
could use more support during extremely difficult conditions.

Randy Foster, President, Rotary Club of Highlands; Rotarian
and host Chief Andrea Holland, and Captain Leah McCall.

Capt. McCall talks ‘drunk driving’

Rotarian and Police Chief Andrea Holland introduced
Captain Leah McCall, who gave an informative and moving pre-
sentation about the dangers of drunk driving. McCall joined the
Highlands police force in 2014 after 30 years as a member of
the North Carolina Highway Patrol. The Captain’s extensive
work on the road gave her eye witness experience with the
heartbreaking effects of driving while under the influence of al-
cohol and drugs. She explained that one glass of wine, one beer
or one shot amounts to .02 blood alcohol content and takes
one hour to leave the bloodstream, so three drinks take three
hours. Currently .08 blood alcohol content is a guaranteed ar-
rest if the consumer is stopped by the police.

Captain McCall and Chief Holland described the Sober
Operator Act of 2025, proposed NC bipartisan legislation
which would lower the maximum allowed blood alcohol con-
tent from .08 to .05 while driving.

Rotarians in the meeting were especially impressed by an
activity using “beer goggles” which simulates the difficulty of
walking a straight line while under the influence of alcohol. Few
volunteers were able walk even a wobbly line without intense
concentration and arms out to the side for balance.

For information about the status of the Sober Operator
Act see: https:/Irs.sog.unc.edu/bill/sober-operator-act-2025
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e HicHLANDS AREA EVENTS @

POOL SCHEDULE

e Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri. 6am-
9:45am, and Saturday |0am-IIpm
- 6 lanes. Water Aerobics: 18 y+
Mon.-Fri. 10-1lam with Karen
Chambers. Adult Swim: 18y+ Mon.-
Thurs. | lam-3:30pm, Friday | lam-
1:30pm. Public Swim: Mon. thru
Thurs. 3:30-7pm, Saturday |lam-
6pm and Sunday |-6pm

PICKLE BALL

* At the Recreation Dept. ev-
ery Monday - Friday |0am-Ipm
indoors for the winter (notice the
days and time has changed),

MOVIES

* No Movies at the Martin
Lipscomb Performing Arts Center
at PAC on Chestnut Street this
weekend.

MOUNTAIN FINDINGS

* Open: [0 am - | pm,April 4-5
and 18-19.

SATURDAY MARKET

* Farmers Market in KH
Founders Park on Pine Street from
8a-12:30p rain or shine.

ALLWEEK

* Alcoholics  Anonymous:
“Open Meetings” are for anyone
who thinks they may have a drink-
ing problem or for anyone interest-
ed in the A/A. program of recovery.
Highlands Mountain View Group

MOVIES

at PAC’s MLPC
507 Chestnut St. Highlands

e o VPV B A BT
T LT

Fri,April 11 —2pm and 5:30pm
Sun.,April 12 —2pm and 5:30pm
Mon., April 13 —2pm and 5:30pm

Tickets:

Adults: $13.20 « Children: $11
boxoffice@
highlandsperformingarts.com
828-526-9047

holds open meetings in Highlands
at the First Presbyterian Church,
471 Main St.,on Monday at 5:30 PM
and Wednesday and Friday at noon.
Women’s Group 5:30,Tuesdays.The
Cashiers Valley Group holds open
meetings at the Albert Carlton Ca-
shiers Community Library Monday
at 8:30 AM, Tuesday at 7 PM, Friday
and Sunday at 5 PM, and Saturday
at 9 AM. For more info, please visit
www.aawnc80.org or to speak with
a member of AA 24/7 at 828-349-
4357.

Mon-Wed-Fri

* Aerobics with Tina Rogers
8-9am at the Rec Park.

* Balance, Stretch & Strength-
en Class at the Rec Park 8:30-
9:30am.The cost for the class is $30
a month. The class is led by Cathy
Hodgson. Contact the Recreation
Department at 828-526-3556 for
more information.

Second Mondays

* The local chapter of PEO,
an off-campus sorority founded in
the 1800s that provides grants and
loans to women with financial need
who want to return to school or
further their education meets at
10 a.m. More meeting places call
president Paula McDonald at 706-
372-3004

* Indivisible Highlands from
5:15-6:15pm at the Hudson Library
Meeting Room.

2nd Tuesdays

* Highlands Writers Group
meets on alternate Tuesday after-
noons at 3pm.Writers still uncom-
fortable with in-person gatherings
may participate via Zoom meetings
For more information contact Bud
Katz at either 828-526-3190 or at
budandlynn@me.com

Tuesdays

* Strength Training at the Rec
Park 8:15-9:15 am. Aim for strong,
lean muscles using light weights,
body weight, and high repetition to
shape and tone. Learn proper form
and range of motion to safely target
all muscle groups for a metabolic
boost.

* At Wayfarers Chapel, Work-
shop for Writers — Tuesdays from
5-6:30 PM.

* ESL classes are held at the
Presbyterian Church in Highlands
from 6:30-7:30pm. No registration
required — just show up and partici-
pate. Questions? call 828-526-0863

or email info@maconncliteracy.org
2nd Wednesdays

* Hudson Library, in partnership
with VAYA Health, is hosting an edu-
cational series on adult mental health
topics, at || AM.This series is aimed
particularly at older adults and will fo-
cus on mental health topics of partic-
ular interest to them, but all ages are
welcome to attend. To register, stop
by the library or call 828-526-3031.

2nd & 4th Wed.

* Digital Navigators will be at
the Hudson Library the second and
fourth Wednesdays IPM - 3PM of
each month to help patrons with their
tech needs. Bring a smartphone, lap-
top, or other digital device to receive
free assistance and support. No appts
are required - all are welcome.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.

* The Food Pantry behind the
Methodist Church on Spring Street is
open from 10a-6p.

* Exercise Class with Michelle
Lane at the Rec Park at 5:30.A combo
class with different types of exercise.
828-526-3556

Thursdays

* Kickboxing 8:15-9:15 am.at the
Rec Park.An exhilarating and fun mix
of martial arts for a calorie-burning
workout. No martial arts background
necessary Contact the Recreation
Department at 828-526-3556 for
more info.

* At Hudson Library, special chil-
dren’s events will be on tap on Thurs-
day afternoons at 3:30 Kids Zone
programs.

Fridays

* At Hudson Library, Friday af-
ternoons at 2 PM, there’s a variety of
children’s programs including board
games, STEM programs, and crafter-
noons.

3rd Saturdays

* The American Legion Post 370
meets at the First Methodist Church
at 315 Main St. in their community
room/909 chapel. We serve breakfast
at 9 AM and hold our monthly meet-
ing at 10 AM.We invite ALL veterans
to attend. Email ncpost370@gmail.
com for more information or just join
us at 9am .

Sundays

* At Wayfarers Chapel, Sunday
Service: 10 AM Sunday Morning. Stick
around for visitation and coffee hour
immediately after service. (Coffee
hour is replaced by potluck dinner the
I st Sunday of each month).

April 11-12

* At the Bascom, Clay Sympo-
sium. Free.

Fri.,April 11

* Highlands Nature Center,
Wildflower Walk 3-4 p.m. Join us
for an easy stroll through the Bo-
tanical Garden to explore what
spring ephemerals are blooming.
Along the way, we'll learn tips for
identifying them & a little about
their unique characteristics. Free.
No registration necessary.

April 13-18

* At the Mountain Learn-
ing Center;, Music Week. Classes,
workshops, and one-on-one ses-
sions with nationally touring musi-
cians. Early-Bird Discount - $50 off
if registered before Valentine’s Day!
https://www.themountainrlc.org/
event/homecoming-2/

Sun.,April 13

* The Masters Sunday view-
ing party at Highlander Mountain
House a viewing party on Masters
Sunday complete with drink and
food specials inspired by the storied
menu found at Augusta National.
https://www.highlandermountain-
house.com/

Thurs.,April 17

» Grand reopening ceremony,
for the new ABC Store on Oak
Streetat || a.m.

Fri.,April 18

* Highlands Nature Center,
Wildflower Walk 3-4 p.m. Join us
for an easy stroll through the Bo-
tanical Garden to explore what
spring ephemerals are blooming.
Along the way, we'll learn tips for
identifying them & a little about
their unique characteristics. Free.
No registration necessary.

Sat.,April 19

* At Highlands Nature Center,
Morning Bird Walk 8-9 a.m. Meet at
Il Lower Lake Road. Birders of
all skill levels are welcome to join
us as we take an easy walk around
the garden to find our feathered
friends. Binoculars available to bor-
row. Weather Dependent Free. No
registration necessary.

* Annual Easter Egg Hunt at
the Rec Park on N.4th St. For ages
0-9 years. Begins at 10 a.m.

Sun.,April 20

* Easter Brunch Special at
Highlander Mountain House. Chef
Adam Bresnahan pulls out all the
stops for a festive and seasonal Eas-
ter brunch. Expect dish + drink spe-
cials, along with their normal menu.
https://www.highlandermountain-

house.com/

Wed.,April 23

* At Highlands Nature Center,
Drawing Club 3-4 p.m. Supplies will
be provided, or bring your own.
We'll explore the garden trails,
followed by an optional drawing
prompt, time to sketch, and an op-
portunity to share our work. Free.
No registration necessary.

Thurs.,April 24

» Salon Series at Highlander
Mountain House. Enjoy the smooth
sounds of Lucero front man, Ben
Nichols at the next installment of
HMH’s popular Salon Series. https:/
www.highlandermountainhouse.
com/

Fri.,April 25

* At Highlands Nature Center,
NC Bioblitz 3-4:30 p.m. The NC
Bioblitz is part of the City Nature
Challenge, a friendly citizen sci-
ence competition between cities &
regions all over the world. Upload
observations to Naturalist,and help
Western NC win against the rest of
the state!. Visit scienceacrossnc.org
to learn more. Free. No registration
necessary.

Sat.,April 26

* Plateau Pickup. Keep — a
community-wide cleanup day dedi-
cated to preserving the town’s
natural beauty. For more info, go to
highlandschamber.org or call 828-
526-2112.

* Join the Cashiers Historical
Society on Saturday from || am to
3 pm for the annual Apple Heritage
Day Festival. This event celebrates
the apples of early settlers, offer-
ing a unique blend of history, tradi-
tion, and community. There will be
hands-on activities for all ages, an
apple baking contest, demonstra-
tions, storytelling, and live music.
This event is free and open to the
public. For more details, visit CHS
on Facebook or by phone at (828)
743-7710.

* Start-up funding to benefit
Sol & Son DLA will be raised at
the La Copa Primavera Inaugural
Golf Tournament at Sky Valley
Country Club. For information
about the golf tournament,
contact David@cbchighlands.com.

*The Pop-Up Pipers will appear
in unexpected locations throughout
downtown Highlands 4:30-5p

May-Sept.

* Outdoor Concert Series.
Every Friday and Saturday evening
6-8:30 p.m. in Town Square and KH
Founders Park.
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