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Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.

In Highlands ...on the hill
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Easter: a time for hope & rebirth State Senators hold 
roundtable to hear from 
local business owners

By Brittney Lofthouse 
Last Friday, the Franklin 

Chamber of  Commerce hosted a 
roundtable discussion with North 
Carolina Senators Kevin Corbin, 
Steve Jarvis, and Tim Moffitt. 

Sen. Moffitt is a Republican 
who represents Polk, Henderson, 
and Rutherford counties. Sen. Jar-
vis is a Republican member of  the 
Senate representing Davidson and 
Davie counties. 

Sen. Corbin is a Republican 
who represents District 50’s Cher-
okee,  Clay,  Graham,  Haywood,  
Jackson,  Macon,  Swain,  and 
Transylvania counties

The meeting brought togeth-
er local business leaders and state 
lawmakers for a candid conversa-
tion on economic development, 
regulatory challenges, and oppor-
tunities to strengthen the region’s 

By Kristin Fox
At the April regular meeting 

of  the Macon County Board of  
Commissioners, Project Manager 
Caitlin Jones with Vannoy Con-

struction gave an update on the 
Highlands Middle School addition 
and renovation project.

When completed the High-
lands School project will include 

the addition of  two Pre-K class-
rooms, renovations to the middle 
school building, four new class-
rooms added to the middle school 

BOC hears HS expansion update
Students autograph beams to leave their mark

Former 
Highlander’s 
work marked 
with exhibit

“Some of us calm the 
water, while others 

create waves… calm 
waters do not induce 
action, waves most 

definitely do.” 
– James Howard Fox

By Kristin Fox
The work of  longtime High-

lands’ resident and architect, 
James Howard Fox (1939-2017), 
is currently being featured this 
month in an exhibition entitled 
Creating Waves: The Architecture 
of  James H. Fox at The American 
School – Christopher C. Gibbs 
College of  Architecture at the 
University of  Oklahoma in Nor-
man, OK. 

The exhibit features draw-
ings, photographs, and models 
tracing Fox’s unique architectural 

Every Highlands church is offering special Easter services and 
events. See their ads throughout the paper. Saturday, April 19 is the 
Town’s Annual Easter Egg Hunt at the Rec Park on N. 4th St. For 
ages 0-9 years. Begins at 10 a.m. Photo by Robert Cabe

Happy Easter

• See ATHLETICS page 13

Highlands athletics recap
A week of strong performances and weather delays

By Brett Lamb
The past week saw Highlands 

School student-athletes return 
from spring break with a mix of  
victories, individual highlights, and 
schedule adjustments due to in-
clement weather.

Middle School Soccer
The middle school girls’ soc-

cer team kicked off  their return 
with an impressive 2–0 victory 

over conference rival Rabun Gap 
on April 8. Goals were scored 
by Anabelle Hays and Penelope 
McRae. The momentum was 
challenged on April 10, how-
ever, when the team fell 3–1 to 
Summit, with Hays notching the 
team’s lone goal.

High School Golf
The high school boys’ golf  
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•SnapShot• 

Photo by Janet Singletary

Do you have a heartfelt, 
funny, interesting, or 
beautiful photo you would 
like to share in our 
“SnapShot” section? 
Email it to 
highlandseditor@aol.com 
or text it to 
828-200-1371, with a 
brief  description and a 
name. No anonymous 
photos will be accepted.

‘Welcome 
Back!’
Looking healthy 
and beautiful

Thursday, April 17, will 
be the Highlands Town 
Board of  Commissioners 

meeting. It will begin at 7 pm at 
the Highlands Community Build-
ing next to the ball field, which 
will probably be filled with T ball 
or little league players.

As always public comment 
will be first of  the agenda. The 
agenda for the meeting is rather 
long.

The board will hear a report 
from Hotwire Communications, 
which leases the town’s fiber 
network. We also anticipate the Highlands 
Chamber of  Commerce being prepared to 
enter a lease for the Visit Highlands build-
ing, which the town owns.

There will be a review of  the Windship 
Partners Subdivision Plat. At a previous 
meeting, questions arose concerning septic 
fields and repair areas. County public health 
officials have reviewed the issues and now 
indicate all requirements are met.

The board will also hear a final plan for 
converting some diagonal parking on South 

4th Street to parallel parking. This 
plan improves both pedestrian and 
vehicular safety in that area. The 
state has approved the plan. Staff  
also asked the state if  parking 
could be installed in an area down 
the street where NC 28 makes a 
curve into the business district. 
They rejected that concept.

The board will also hear a 
proposal for the Mountaintop 
Arts and Crafts Show to do a 
ticketed sip and stroll event on 
the Saturday evening of  the show. 
Currently, the Mountaintop Rotary 

Club has blanket approval to put on two art 
shows in the park that are fully open to the 
public. Since this would be a ticketed event 
involving the sale of  alcohol, the Town Board 
will have to decide whether to approve this 
new event.

Other items on the agenda include the 
approval of  securing an environmental report 
concerning the condition of  the Playhouse 
and making appointments to the Highlands 
Planning Board. Board members nominate 
applicants to serve. Folks receiving the most 
nominations are selected.

The agenda also includes a discussion of  
the Mirror Lake dredging project. Last week, 
the board heard a presentation by McGill 
Engineering on their initial report on how to 
proceed with dredging areas of  the lake. They 
presented multiple options for consideration. 

During this agenda item, I will open the 
floor for questions that residents may have 
concerning the project phases. Board mem-
bers, staff, and I will respond to the questions 
if  the information is available. If  we cannot 
respond, we will make every effort to obtain 
the information. I will continue to answer any 
questions at my community coffee, which is 
scheduled at the Hudson Library on Friday, 
April 25.

The board will go into close session to 
discuss and advise our attorneys involved 
with the suits on how to proceed. The first 
case is the Huff  v Town of  Highlands. The 
second case is a newly filed lawsuit by a resi-
dent appealing the decision of  the Highlands 
Zoning Board of  Adjustment concerning a 
property on Carolina Way. Our attorney will 
also review legal issues concerning the Town’s 
Outdoor Recreation Polices.

If  you cannot attend tonight’s meeting, it 
can be accessed by way of  the YouTube link 
on the town website.

Town Board agenda update
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happens here.
your life
At Allen Tate Realtors®, we know home happens wherever memories are made. Since 1957, we’ve been making those memories 
happen across the Carolinas. We are grateful for our clients and their families that have placed their confidence in us.

HIGHLANDS-DOWNTOWN OFFICE | 828.526.8784 WILDCAT CLIFFS OFFICE | 828.526.4525CASHIERS OFFICE | 828.547.0022 SAPPHIRE OFFICE | 828.507.3156

Scan to see our listings!

A HOWARD HANNA PARTNER

IN LUXURY
IN THE CAROLINAS

number one
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•Investing at 4,118 Ft• Bryson’s Food StoreBryson’s Food Store
Proudly Serving Highlands, North Carolina since 1977

The best meals The best meals 
start here!start here!

Winter hours: 
Open daily 7:30a to 6:30p

103 Highlands Plaza, Highlands, NC • (828) 526-3775

Read Highlands Newspaper for free from everywhere ... 
on the street or on the web.

Go to www.highlandsinfo.com. 
Click on Local News. 

Delivered and Uploaded every Thurs. AM

Pat Gleeson
828.782.0472 

Christie’s 
International Realty

April 
Special 
l/AllOO 
���@�&[L 

Scan for complete 
list of services 

and prices 

REJUVENATE 
LASER CEN TER 

Highlands 828-482-4430
Franklin 828-349-1280

Spend $300 or more on any 
service in April and be 

entered in drawing for Free 
Permanent Makeup 
Eyebrow Procedure 

 Deborah “Bee” Gleeson 
404.307.1415 

BeeGlee4@Gmail.com 
and

Pat Gleeson
828.782.0472 

PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.com

We’re not #1 in 
Highlands real 

estate sales, but 
our customers are 
#1 in our hearts 

and minds.

Being a Dummy is one of  
my specialties. 

Our hydrangea’s 
died last Saturday morning. 
You know, the ones we stu-
pidly planted the week before. 
I should’ve known better. As 
the fine people at Highland’s 
Lawn & Garden say this time 
of  year; “We’re not selling you 
a darn thing until after Mother’s 
Day”! I bought them anyway. 
Then last night I opened all the 
vinyl curtains on our deck be-
cause yesterday’s temp reached 
70 degrees. The wind picked 
up around midnight and this 
morning my flat screen TV had blown off  
the deck and shattered. 

These events led me to think about 
my tendency to try and rush the season. 
It was a brutally cold winter, so I’m ready 
to fly fish, grill a steak, kayak, and bust out 
my seersucker sport coat and white bucks! 
Given my recent Dummy-ism, I thought it 
best to provide a 2025 Guide to Preparing 
for The Season:

A dummy’s guide to preparing for 
‘the season’

•	 It’s time to take the 
ice scraper out of  your car and 
replace it with dusting cloth so 
you can get the pollen off  your 
windshield. Head for the local 
carwash (if  it’s ever open), but 
you’ll need another carwash 
tomorrow because the pollen 
keeps on.

•	 The bears are back 
and they’re hungry, so ditch the 
bird feeders, check the locking 
mechanism on your trash cans, 
and keep your dogs leashed.

•	 Take a deep breath 
because the “tourista’s” are 
coming back in force. If  you’re 

walking downtown and a visitor wearing 
long denim shorts says, “Dude, what time 
does the town turn on the waterfalls?” 
try to stay calm. Come to grips that it will 
take you 10 minutes extra to drive any-
where (15 if  the car in front has Florida 
plates).

•	 Go ahead and make your reser-
vations if  you’re planning to eat in most 
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It’s time to spring clean our community!
And we need a little help from our friends.

We’ll begin at Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park,
Pine Street, Highlands.

A light breakfast and lunch will be provided.
Participants receive a free t-shirt.

Plateau Pickup
Join us!

Saturday, April 26
8:30am - 12:30pm

This event is hosted by the
Highlands Chamber of Commerce/Visit Highlands, NC.

 For more information: highlandschamber.org or 828-526-5841

visithighlandsnc.com

To participate, send an email to
events@highlandschamber.org

www.Olmhighlands.com

Holy Week Schedule 2025

Our Lady of the Mountains Catholic Church
Highlands

April 17 - Holy Thursday Mass 
St. Jude Sapphire Valley - 6 p.m.
April 18 - Good Friday Liturgy 
St. Jude Sapphire Valley - 3 p.m. 
April 19 - Holy Saturday Mass

St. Jude Sapphire Valley - 8:30 p.m.
April 20 - Easter Sunday Mass 
St. Jude Sapphire Valley - 9 a.m.

Our Lady of the Mountains - 11 a.m.

•Biz/Org News• 

Morris Williams and Patrick Taylor ran on the USA team at the recent World Masters 
6K Cross Country Championships held in Gainesville, FL. Williams finished 4th in 
his age division and Taylor finished 12th in his age division. More than 95 runners 
from 16 countries ran in the race.

Still running after all these years ....
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Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
at Highlander Mountain House 

Open for 
LUNCH

Wednesday-Saturday
11:30-3p

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar

Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Lunch: 11a-3:30p 
Dinner: 

5:30p - 9p

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

42 Years of Fine Dining
Now 

OPEN
Fridays & Saturdays

5:30-9p

Open 6 Days 
Closed Wed.

Open for
SUNDAY BRUNCH

with Blue Grass music
10a-3p

Open for 
DINNER

Wednesday-Saturday
5:30-9p

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

Now serving wine, 
beer & coffee! 

Open to the public!

Coffee Bar 8a to 4p daily
Wine/Beer Bar:
Thurs-Sat 5-10p

Monday - Thursday, 11 am - 3 pm
Friday - Saturday, 11 am - 8 pm

226 South 4th Street • Highlands, NC 
Highlandsburrito.com

NEW DINNER HOURS!

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square • Next to Pine St. Park

Sandwich shop and 
gourmet food market

Open Year-Round
Mon.-Sat.. 11:30a to 5p 

The Secret Garden

Call (828) 305-7509 
to place a pick-up order.

531 Smallwood Ave. 828-526-9419 HIGHLANDS

Courtyard and Indoor seating!Courtyard and Indoor seating!

-
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•Obituary•
Joseph Lehman Drummond, 94, 

passed away peacefully on March 4 at his 
home in Highlands, NC with his wife by 
his side. He was born to parents Irene 
O’Neal and John Lehman Drummond 
of  Sipsey, a small community near Jasper, 
AL. His maternal grandparents were Molly 
Jones and Joel Harrison O’Neal, and pater-
nal grandparents were Ada and Dr. Isaac 
Freeman Drummond, all of  Sipsey.

Joe’s Alma Mater was The University 
of  Alabama at Tuscaloosa where he was a 
member of  the Theta Chi Fraternity. He 

• See ROUNDTABLE page 19

...ROUNDTABLE continued from page 1

studied art with Richard Brough, a well 
known water colorist and distinguished 
teacher, who combined his teaching with a 
successful career as a commercial artist and 
graphic designer. Joe never tired of  rooting 
for the Crimson Tide. During the Korean 
Conflict, Joe served in the Army as a Cryp-
tographer, while stationed in Hokkaido, Ja-
pan.

His career centered around com-
mercial art as it applied to advertising. It 
began in Huntsville, AL where he worked 
for Chrysler Engines at Red Stone Arsenal. 

In 1971 he moved to Atlanta, 
GA, working for companies, 
including Art Service and The 
Alphabet Group, that provided 
all services that an advertising 
agency might need.

His primary client was the 
export division of  the Coca 
Cola Company. In that role he 
created calendars and points of  
sale pieces for the company to 
use internationally. Perhaps his 
most interesting project occurred in 1972 
when President Nixon visited the People’s 
Republic of  China after 25 years of  no 
communication or diplomatic ties between 
the two countries. Joe’s assignment was to 
create a robot that would accompany the 
president. And, of  course, the robot needed 
a passport. For that task, he called The U.S. 
Department of  State to determine exactly 
how closely this passport could resemble a 
real one before becoming a forgery!

After his retirement, Joe, served as a 
Docent for the Atlanta Botanical Garden. 
He was also a member of  the Rotary Club 
and a Lay Reader and Chalice Bearer for 
Holy Innocents Episcopal Church in At-
lanta.

He was married to Pamela Johnson 
Drummond of  Athens, TN. They enjoyed 
reading, traveling, music, and cooking. He 
began his favorite hobby when he was 11 
years old. And he would rather have been 

in the kitchen than anywhere 
else. For the first 25 years of  
their marriage they cooked 
with two other couples and 
good friends, Jill and Ernest 
(Woody) DeLong and Bar-
bara and Chris Gellner.

Mr. Drummond, is sur-
vived by his wife, his sister-in-
law Deborah Johnson Ham-
ilton (Thomas) of  Athens, 
TN, niece Perrin Spigener 

Marchionne (Arnaldo Chasare), great niec-
es, Liana Elizabeth Marchionne and Mary 
Adrienne Marchionne of  Kirkwood, MO, 
and a nephew, Alan Johnson Hamilton of  
Bassett, NE.

A celebration of  his life was held at a 
private memorial service with communion 
earlier in March with The Reverend Doc-
tor Diane Cox McPhail officiating. Joe will 
be remembered as a curious and vibrant 
man with integrity, dignity, and courage, 
whose smile could light up a room. In 
lieu of  flowers please consider making a 
contribution to Saint Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital; P.O. Box 474; Memphis, 
TN 38101-9958 or to the charity of  your 
choice.

Online condolences can be left at 
www.bryantgrantfuneralhome.com Bry-
ant-Grant Funeral Home & Crematory is 
honored to serve the Drummond family. 

accepting new clients in
Highlands and Franklin, NC!

Nicole Dilbeck MAEd.,LCMHCA, 

LCASA www.aligntherapywnc.com

nicole@aligntherapywnc.com

828-526-6370

Align Therapeutic,

PLLC

Mental Health Therapy 

Depression

Anxiety

Life Transitions

Trauma/PTSD

Caregiver Burnout 

Substance Abuse/Addiction

Joseph Lehman Drummond

business climate.
Senator Corbin welcomed the group 

and emphasized the importance of  staying 
in close touch with the small business com-
munity. “We need to hear directly from the 
people who are doing the work every day. 
That’s how we make informed decisions in 
Raleigh,” Corbin said.

One of  the key concerns raised dur-
ing the meeting came from local entrepre-
neur Bryson Burt, who spoke about the 
complications involved in home sales due 
to permitting and well site classification 
regulations. He described how red tape 
around well designations and unclear per-
mitting standards are slowing development 
and deterring homebuyers.

Other business owners echoed the 
theme of  regulatory imbalance, pointing 
specifically to building codes and fire safety 
standards that are better suited for coastal 
regions prone to hurricanes but can be 
unnecessarily burdensome for properties 
in the mountains. These one-size-fits-all 

regulations, they said, often create logistical 
and financial challenges for businesses in 
western North Carolina.

The conversation circled around a con-
sistent theme: the need for more local input 
and flexibility. Business leaders advocated 
for regulations that better reflect the unique 
geography and needs of  mountain commu-
nities like Franklin.

In response, Senators Corbin, Jarvis, 
and Moffitt shared information on available 
state resources, including grants and assis-
tance programs aimed at revitalizing old and 
historic buildings. They also explained how 
their offices can serve as points of  contact 
for business owners trying to navigate com-
plex regulatory systems.

“This is the kind of  dialogue that leads 
to change,” said Senator Moffitt. Moffitt 
co-chairs the state’s committee on Regula-
tory Reform with Sen.Jarvis. “When local 
voices are heard and respected, we can make 
smarter policies that serve the whole state 

NC Senators Kevin Corbin, Steve Jarvis, and Tim Moffitt at roundtable.
– Photo by Nick Lofthouse
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Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

In the HEART of downtown Highlands
537 + 555 N 5th Street

4.80 acres +2 homes + barn
MLS # R103334 Offered for $5,950,000

With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!
Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a Gyro! 

Salads • Pitas • Burgers • Philly Cheese Steak • Shrimp Pita • Susan’s Rueben 
Italian Sausage • Appalachian Fries • Onion Rings • Jambalaya • Kabobs

 Shrimp Gumbo • Soups
Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! • 828-482-1513 

462 Dillard Road, Highlands (across from Dusty’s)

Open for
Lunch

11a to 3p
Pet Friendly Place Where Friends Meet

Open Tues. - Sat. 

•FORUM•
Shared Hopes, Diverging Roads: A local reflection on tariffs, patriotism, 

and the American economy
By David Baumgarten

In a recent exchange with a neighbor—
let’s call him James—I found myself  
deeply reflecting on something I think 

many of  us in Highlands and across Amer-
ica are wrestling with right now: what does 
it mean to protect our country’s economy? 
And just as importantly, how do we do it 
in a way that truly benefits the American 
people?

James is someone who, like many 
Trump supporters I’ve spoken to, cares 
deeply about this country. He believes tar-
iffs on foreign goods—especially from 
countries he sees as having taken advantage 

of  us—will level the playing field, bring jobs 
back home, and make America strong again. 
He’s not alone in that belief. It’s a narrative 
that resonates because it sounds like com-
mon sense: raise tariffs, cut off  dependency, 
rebuild here at home.

And truth be told, I share the goal. I 
want a strong, sovereign America with thriv-
ing small businesses, healthy farms, good 
jobs, and national resilience. In that, James 
and I are aligned. But where we diverge is in 
how we believe we get there—and who pays 
the cost along the way.

In James’s view, the pain some families 
or small businesses might experience under 

a cushion, the math doesn’t quite work. 
Even eliminating federal income taxes for 
households in this bracket (approx. 14% 
effective rate) wouldn’t fully offset the cost 
burden created by these new tariffs.

In short: the cost of  goods may rise 
faster than wages, and faster than govern-
ment can react. And that puts us in a risky 
position—not just economically, but so-
cially.

And while James suggests other coun-
tries have been taking advantage of  the 
U.S., I’d argue the opposite is often true. 
From the petrodollar system, to IMF-en-
forced austerity, to wars that opened for-
eign markets under false pretenses, Amer-
ica has used fear, financial dominance, and 
military power to extract global advantages. 
That’s not a conspiracy theory—that’s the 
historic record.

This isn’t about party lines or who we 
voted for. It’s about outcomes—for the 
people here, and for those affected else-
where. Good intentions can still lead to 
harm if  the pathway isn’t thought through.

So I’d ask every reader, whether you 
lean red, blue, or none of  the above, to 
consider this:

- Are we building a resilient America 
with shared prosperity?

- Or are we risking long-term harm by 
moving too fast, without support for the 
many caught in the crossfire?

- And is it patriotic to challenge policy 
that could destabilize families—or is it the 
most American thing we can do?

James and I want the same thing: a 
better future for this country. Our debate 
isn’t about where we’re going. It’s about 
how we get there—and who gets left be-
hind if  we’re not careful. How we treat one 
another must matter.

And if  we can agree on anything—
maybe it should be this: we deserve a gov-
ernment that works for all of  us, not just 
for the loudest, richest, or best connected. 
Let’s put aside the noise and come together 
to root out the forces that divide and dis-
tract us: Super PACs, lobbying loopholes, 
revolving-door politics, censorship, and a 
political class that too often rewards itself  
at the expense of  the people. Until we fix 
that, we’ll keep arguing over symptoms 
while the system fails us all.

• David Baumgarten is a local business own-
er, author of  “Cycles of  Freedom”,  a study on the 
rise and fall of  economies around the world. He 
believes in respectful dialogue and local resilience.

high tariffs is just the price of  transforma-
tion—an unfortunate but necessary cost of  
“adapting.” His vision is that foreign pro-
ducers will fold under the pressure, jobs will 
come roaring back, wages will rise, and key 
industries like agriculture, medicine, and en-
ergy will be under firm U.S. control.

But there’s a catch.
That outcome requires the U.S. govern-

ment to actively control industry strategy, 
pick which sectors to support, and manage 
the economic transition from above. That’s 
not the free-market capitalism many Ameri-
cans claim to believe in. That’s planned eco-
nomics—something more often associated 
with socialist or authoritarian models, even 
if  it’s cloaked in patriotic language.

Meanwhile, families who can’t “adapt” 
fast enough—those who lose jobs, face 
higher prices on essentials, or see their 
small business margins collapse—are sim-
ply told it’s their fault. That’s a dangerous 
logic: blaming everyday people for suffering 
caused by top-down policy shocks.

In Highlands, many of  us understand 
what it means to live on a tight budget. Over 
50% of  Americans today can’t afford a 
$400 emergency. Household, corporate, and 
government debt are all at record-high lev-
els as of  early 2025. Worse, half  of  house-
hold credit card debt is now for necessities. 
When nearly half  of  all credit card spend-
ing is going toward basic survival needs, not 
luxuries, it’s no longer just about individual 
budgeting—it’s a signal that the economy 
isn’t working for everyday families. It means 
people aren’t falling behind because they’re 
irresponsible—they’re falling behind be-
cause the cost of  living has outpaced wages, 
and they’re using credit just to stay afloat. If  
tariffs raise the cost of  imported goods, as 
proposed, we’re not just targeting China or 
globalism. We’re hitting our neighbors here 
at home.

Specifics on proposed tariffs in the 
numbers:

- The median U.S. household earns 
about $75,000 a year.

- Around 11% of  that—roughly 
$8,250—is spent on imported goods.

- With the average tariff  increase across 
targeted countries sitting around 29.5%, that 
amounts to a potential $2,435/year in new 
costs per household.

For families already living on the edge, 
that’s not a policy shift—it’s a direct hit. It’s 
choosing between the family skipping meals 
or putting gas in the tank to get to work. 
And while tax relief  is often mentioned as 
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209 Hospital Drive, Ste. 304
Jane Woodruff Clinic Bldg • Highlands

(828) 550-3344
www.wenzelfacialsurgery.com

Restore your youthful appearance; 
Enhance your facial beauty.

Dr. Wenzel offers state-of-the-art 
cosmetic procedures including  

rhinoplasty, facelifts, eyelid surgery, 	
	 	 fillers and more. 

Before

After

Call today 
for a 

consultation. 
(828) 

550-3344

�E llFE 
�!� 

Hours: 9am-5pm 
Mon-Sat 

828-526-5999
wholelifehighlands@icloud.com 
LOCATED AT 680 M 'ITII ST, IIIGlllAMDS NEcm Organic smoothie/juice

bar located 
inside Whole 

a �.&.ID Life Market 

First Baptist Church, Highlands
Easter Services

6:30am - Sunrise Service on church grounds
7am - Breakfast in Fellowship Hall

10:45am - Church Service in Sanctuary
 220 Main St, Highlands, NC 28741

Phone: (828) 526-4153

District Attorney Ashley Hornsby 
Welch announced that two men in two 
separate cases in Macon County pleaded 
guilty this week to trafficking illegal drugs.

In the first case, Franklin resident 
Joshua Charles Schooler, 36, was sentenced 
in Macon County Superior Court for traf-
ficking in methamphetamine. 

Superior Court Judge Nathan Poovey 
ordered Schooler to pay a mandatory 
$50,000 fine and serve a minimum ac-
tive prison sentence of  70 months up to 
a maximum active prison sentence of  93 
months.

Schooler pleaded guilty to trafficking 
in methamphetamine in the amount of  
53.7 grams. 

On Nov. 17, 2023, with active war-
rants for property crimes in hand, detec-
tives Robbie Younce and Matt Breedlove 
went to a residence on John Teague Road. 

They found Schooler at the rear of  
the property. In a black bag they’d earlier 
observed him wearing, the detectives dis-
covered both the drugs and drug parapher-
nalia.

In the other case, Tyrice “Skin” Ro-
chard Hutchins, 47, of  Conyers, Georgia, 
was sentenced in Macon County Superior 
Court on two counts of  trafficking cocaine.

Superior Court Judge Tessa Sell-
ers ordered Hutchins to pay a mandatory 
$100,000 fine and serve two consecutive 

sentences of  70 to 93 months.
 Hutchins participated in controlled 

buys in Macon County in March 2023. 
Later, he was arrested on a traffic stop after 
entering North Carolina and charged with 
trafficking. 

His arrest was a joint effort by Macon 
County Sheriff ’s Office, Franklin Police 
Department and U.S. Drug Enforcement 
Administration.

– Submitted

Drug traffickers sentenced to 70-93 mths
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A  SNOS DNA HTRAED NALL
(  5239-625 )828
h  /moc.rewopycnegremesda//:sptt

•Ink Penn• 

Kathy Manos Penn

Memories of college reading

Once upon a time, I 
majored in English 
at Georgia State 

University and earned both 
my bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees in English there. Is 
it any wonder, I’m an avid 
reader? I pursued that sec-
ond degree while teaching 
high school English because, 
believe it or not, in those 
ancient days, teachers were 
required to get a master’s de-
gree by year seven in order to keep their 
jobs. It was during my stint at GSU that I 
did a paper on Edith Wharton’s “Custom 
of  the Country.”

Naturally, I was intrigued when I saw 
a book titled “The Wharton Plot.” That it 
turned out to be a superbly written mystery 
was a bonus. 

The Wharton Plot
by Mariah Fredericks

I often see it posited that authors are 
masters of  observation, that they are keen 
observers of  human nature and are end-
lessly curious. Edith Wharton fits that de-
scription to a tee. Wikipedia describes her 
as an author who “drew upon her insider’s 
knowledge of  the upper-class New York 
‘aristocracy’ to portray, realistically, the 
lives and morals of  the Gilded Age.” 

It’s believable then that she might turn 
amateur sleuth as she does in 1910 New 

York City. By then, she 
was already famous for her 
novel “House of  Mirth.” 
As this mystery opens, 
she is meeting with her 
publisher and making the 
social rounds in the city. 
Introduced to an author 
previously unknown to her, 
she is shocked the next day 
to learn he’s been killed by 
a gunman.

And so it begins. She 
finds it hard to believe the murder is the 
work of  a random gunman, and she starts 
investigating on her own. Along the way, 
readers are treated to conversations with 
author Henry James and dinner parties 
and outings with The Four Hundred, the 
aristocratic crème de la crème in New 
York society. It wasn’t until I read the af-
terword that I discovered the murder vic-
tim and the villain were real people too.

Mariah Frederickson takes the 1910 
murder case and turns it into a fascinat-
ing mystery with Wharton at its center. If  
you love historical fiction complete with 
an amateur sleuth, this book’s for you. If, 
like me, you’re intrigued by real-life details 
about a famous author woven into the 
mystery, all the better. 

I wonder how many readers realize 
that Edith Wharton was the first woman 
to win the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction—for 
her novel “The Age of  Innocence.” Many 
will recognize “The Age of  Innocence” as 
the 1993 movie starring Daniel Day-Lew-
is, Winona Ryder, and Michelle Pfeiffer 
but not its significance in the world of  lit-
erary fiction. Had I not studied Wharton 
in college, I wouldn’t have known that bit 
of  trivia.

Bottomline, I found the book fasci-
nating and plan to read “The Lindbergh 
Nanny,” an earlier Mariah Fredericks nov-
el. It promises to be another bit of  history 
and mystery combined.

Happy reading.

• Award-winning author Kathy Manos 
Penn is a Georgia resident. Find her cozy myster-
ies at Franklin Office Supply & Gifts, and on 
Amazon. Contact her at inkpenn119@gmail.
com, and follow her on Facebook, www.facebook.
com/KathyManosPennAuthor/. 
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Bronze sculpture • Paintings 
Vintage & Antique Collectables & 

Furniture • Costume Jewelry

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

...INVESTING from page 4
restaurants June-October. The days of  be-
ing a “walk-in” are long gone. Remember, 
every “Type A” organized Wife, Mom, 
Grand Parent, and Secretary (do they still 
exist) in 10 states has already been on 
Open Table or “Resy” and has booked for 
the entire summer. Add to that, Wolfgangs 
is gone (boo hoo)!

•	 As Mr. Rogers used to say, “won’t 
you be my neighbor?” This year, it’s time 
to be a better neighbor. That STR (Short 
Term Rental) you’ve been complaining 
about for three years? Why not walk over, 
introduce yourself  to a stranger, and invite 
them over for a cocktail. As it says in the 
Bible, “Love one Another.”

•	 Likewise, give local help a new 
level of  courtesy and consideration this 
season. The wait staff, the ladies at the 
coffee shop, the Town of  Highlands em-
ployees, the hotel staffers, and of  course 
the folks at the course (golf, that is). Tip 
them extra this year because they need the 
love!

So, there you have it, a Real Estate 
Broker’s guide to readying yourself  for the 
season. As for me, I’m headed to Costco 
for a new TV, but no way I’m buying any 
hydrangeas for a while. 

• Pat and Bee Gleeson, Jessica 
Haberkern, and “Lovey” (Retriever) are 
proud to be with a team of  “Helpers” and 
Real Estate Brokers at Christie’s Interna-
tional Real Estate Highlands-Cashiers. 
You can reach us at 828.782.0472. Please 
stop by for coffee and conversation at 210 
N. 5th Street in Downtown Highlands.
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...EXHIBIT continued from page 1

April Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8a to 5p
(Across from the Post Office)

135 Franklin Road
828-526-3956

Storefront • Plate Glass • Mirrors
Custom Shower Doors • Insulated Glass 
Custom Mirrors • Tabletops • Sun Rooms 

Replacement of Fogged Glass 
Insulated Units

(828) 349-0088
www.glassshoppe.com

David Lewis, owner
3145 Old Murphy Road

Franklin, NC

Quality Tree Care & Removal 18+ years

Fully Insured828-200-9217

estimates@mendozatree.com
mendozatreeservices.com

path. There are over 200 private homes designed with cli-
ents’ needs, sites, and views in mind featured in the exhibit.

Organic architecture, a term coined by Frank Lloyd 
Wright, “emphasizes buildings that integrate harmoniously 

with their natural surroundings, appearing to ‘grow’ from the 
site, rather than dominating it.” 

On a very snowy day in February 1968, Fox moved his 
family from Norman, OK to Highlands to work under Bob 
Opsahl. In 1969, he started his own firm working out at a 
few locations in town before permanently moving his office 
to his home in the Shortoff  community.

Highlands proved to be the perfect place for Fox’s style 
of  architecture. The mountains and natural beauty of  the 
area were the ideal backdrop for his house designs. 

At the Wildcat Cliffs Country Club, he left his mark 
with more than 35 structures including a clubhouse, fitness 
center, cottages, and numerous homes, many highlighted in 
the exhibit. St. Francis of  Assisi Catholic Church, located in 
Franklin and still in use today, was the only church designed 
by Fox and is featured in the exhibit. 

The Vaughn Gazebo located on Big Bearpen Road, 
Highlands is a unique design featured in the exhibit. The dra-
matic viewing pavilion is structured around a 50-foot utility 
pole with radiating frames – embodying Fox’s approach to 
structure as generator of  space. 

The exhibit also features Fox’s pro bono work includ-
ing the Highlands Community Center, murals, theater sets, 
and a concrete playground with tunnels and paths formerly 
located at Highlands School. 

While many of  Fox’s designs are scattered throughout 
the Highlands and Cashiers area, he was also licensed to 
practice in Ohio, South Carolina, Georgia and Florida. 

The exhibit includes Fox’s project – “Tangible Paint-
ing” that was a part of  his OU Master’s thesis. The project 
explored tactile design for the visually impaired. The project, 
a large hanging circle constructed with wood, marbles, glass 
ball, tin cans and material, was designed to allow the visually 
impaired to feel the design.

Fox drew all of  his plans by hand, meticulously label-
ing and lettering each design. His designs always began with 
sketches on a yellow notepad after meeting with his clients to 
determine their wants and needs and visiting the property to 
capture the essence of  its natural surroundings.

Fast forward to today, 57 years later, Fox’s grandchild 
Joey Stiles, a fifth-year student at Oklahoma, is following in 
his grandfather’s footsteps earning his Bachelor of  Architec-
ture degree from his grandfather’s alma mater.

Stiles, who was raised in Charlotte, NC curated the ex-
hibition. He began working on the Fox archives in 2020. The 
archive includes around 6,000+ drawings, job notebooks 
documenting each project, photographs from each project 
and many sketchbooks and sketches. 

For Stiles, the exhibition is both a professional retro-
spective look and deeply personal tribute to his grandfather.

“Grandpa has been my inspiration in and outside of  
architecture school,” said Stiles. “There have been so many 
nights where I am sitting in awe looking at his work, trying 
to understand how he did it all. I’ve learned so much from 
each drawing or sketch I’ve looked at.”

The exhibit also features the photography of  grand-
son, Ryan Karcher of  Franklin, NC. Stiles and Karcher 
have spent many hours together working to preserve their 
grandfather’s legacy. Together using Stiles architectural ex-
pertise and Karcher’s photography, the two hope to one 
day publish a book about their grandfather and his archi-
tecture. 

Karcher said the only professional photos of  Fox’s 
house designs are from when they go on the market or the 
ones he’s taken.

“I appreciate the fact that I get to show off  my grand-
father’s work, something he was too humble to do him-
self,” said Karcher. “Each house is a different challenge to 
photograph because each house is so different and unique. 
It’s especially tricky to capture how it feels to actually be 
in the house, and the art behind his work. A good way to 
describe it is that his work was meant to be lived in not 
photographed.”

In addition to his design work, Fox was an educator 
teaching in an adjunct capacity at Clemson, the University 
of  Oklahoma, and UNC Charlotte. Frequently professors 
would bring a group of  architectural students to Highlands 
for a tour of  his work in the area. 

After the exhibition, Stiles plans to gift the Jim Fox 
Archive to the University of  Oklahoma’s American School 
Archive, which is part of  OU Libraries’ Special Collections.

To learn more about the architecture of  Jim Fox visit 
NC Modernist “Architecture You Love” at https://www.
ncmodernist.org/fox.htm.

Vaughn gazebo. 			    – Photo by Ryan Karcher

“Creating Waves” exhibit - “The architecture of James H. Fox 
in the College of Architecture at U of Oklahoma.
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Your One-Stop 
Garden Shop

Celebrating 31 
Years!

Colorful Perennials

Assorted Pottery

Colorful Annuals

2460 Cashiers Road • Highlands • 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com • Mon.-Sat. 8a to 5p

New Inventory Arriving DAILY!

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Atlanta • Highlands • Cashiers
828-226-2083

Specializing in Kitchen Design & Cabinets
2 Certified Kitchen Designers

on staff

melinda@melindabarber.com
www.melindabarber.com

Melinda Barber Designs
Kitchens • Cabinets 

In-home Consultation 
828-226-2083

Kitchens
by

Design
team secured a strong 2nd-place finish at Mountain Harbor 
on April 8. Carson Forrester led the way, finishing 3rd indi-
vidually with a score of  89.

High School Girls’ Soccer
The girls’ soccer team saw both their April 7 and April 

10 matches postponed due to inclement weather. The game 
has been rescheduled for April 30 at 5 p.m.

Middle School Track & Field
At the April 9 meet at Rabun Gap, the girls’ team fin-

ished 2nd while the boys’ placed 3rd. Notable individual 
performances included: Riley Brooks: 2nd in the 1600 me-
ters; Corena Dearth: 1st in both the triple jump and shot 
put, 2nd in discus; Asa Garner: 3rd in both the 300-meter 
and 100-meter hurdles; Anabelle Hays: 1st in the 100-meter 
hurdles, 2nd in the 100 meters; Penelope McRae: 3rd in the 
1600 meters; Keeley Milroy: 3rd in the 800 meters; Todd 
Vilardo: 2nd in the high jump, 3rd in the long jump; Miley 
Zagal-Damian: 2nd in the 800 meters; and both the boys’ 
and girls’ 4x100-meter relay teams finished 2nd.

On April 14, the middle school girls’ team improved to 
1st place, while the boys again finished 3rd. Individual high-
lights: Riley Brooks: 2nd in the 1600 meters; Jensen Bowers: 
3rd in the triple jump; Corena Dearth: 1st in the shot put, 
discus, and triple jump; Anabelle Hays: 1st in the 100-meter 
hurdles and 300-meter hurdles, 2nd in the 100 meter; Pe-
nelope McRae: 3rd in the 1600 meters; Keeley Milroy: 3rd 
in the 800 meters; Charlie Wilkes: 2nd in both the 1600 me-
ters and the high jump; Aleks Petric: 2nd in the 100-meter 
hurdles, 3rd in shot put; Ava Penland: 3rd in the 100 meters; 
and both 4x100-meter relay teams again took 2nd place.

High School Track & Field
At the April 9 meet at Swain, standout finishes in-

cluded: Kasen Mitchell: 1st in the high jump; and Mallory 
Shriver: 3rd in the 110-meter hurdles.

With strong efforts across multiple sports and age 
groups, Highlands student-athletes continue to represent 
their school with resilience and skill.

...ATHLETICS from page 1
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Spring Home Improvement – 2025

Highlands United Methodist Church
 www.highlandsmethodist.org

April 13th – Palm/Passion Sunday
Service of  Healing

April 16th - 6pm in the Faith & Fellowship Center
Holy Thursday Service

April 17th at 5:30pm in the sanctuary
Good Friday Service 

April 18th at 5:30pm in the sanctuary
Easter Sunday

Sunday, April 20th
Sunrise Service at the Easter Cross on the front lawn 

at 7am
Easter Worship Services ~ 9:09 & 11am

Potluck Easter Brunch ~ 10am in in the F&FC
Easter Egg Hunt ~ 10:15am on the front lawn

In 2025, interior design will feature 
a blend of  warm, earthy tones and rich, 
sophisticated hues. Expect to see a re-
surgence of  color drenching with deep, 
saturated colors like Violet and Quietude, 
as well as earthy neutrals like terracotta, 
ochre, and rich browns. Lighter shades of  
yellow are also predicted to replace white, 

and deep, zesty reds are expected to gain 
popularity. 

Key Color Trends for 2025:
Earth Tones:
Warm, earthy hues like terracotta, 

ochre, and olive greens are becoming in-
creasingly popular, creating a grounded and 
inviting atmosphere. 

Deep and Moody Hues:
Dark and sophisticated shades like 

deep blues, forest greens, and deep reds are 
set to dominate for those seeking drama 
and luxury. 

Color Drenching:
Immersing walls, ceilings, and even 

furniture in one rich, cohesive shade for a 
bold, sophisticated look. 

Dusty Blues:
These muted hues are ideal for creat-

ing calm and personal spaces. 
Muddied Colors:

Complex, muddier pink, purple, 
green, and yellow tones with earthy bases 
are expected to be popular. 

Warm Neutrals:
Light shades of  yellow are replacing 

white, and rich brown tones are gaining 
popularity as sophisticated neutrals. 

Stained Glass:
A complex color that works with 

a wide range of  other colors and wood 
tones. 

Bold Ebony:
Rich ebony and black olive shades are 

Key Color Trends for 2025
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828-487-4211 828-526-4500Tuesday-Saturday 10:30-5 Friday & Saturday 11-5 
VISIT OUR NEW SECOND LOCATION IN TOWN AT 215 N. 4TH ST 

FollowACP Highlands on Facebook and Instagram for Specials! Open to the Public! Since 1983. 
www.acphomeinteriors.com 

used as accents to ground brighter pal-
ettes, adding depth and elegance. 

Specific Examples:
Minwax’s Violet: A rich, saturated 

violet that’s perfect for adding personal-
ity and color to spaces, especially in wood 
finishing and upcycling. 

Pantone’s Mocha Mousse: A medi-
um-shade brown that’s both modern and 
sophisticated. 

Benjamin Moore’s Cinnamon 
Slate: A delicate mix of  heathered plum 
and velvety brown that brings a soothing 
balance to designs. 

Sherwin-Williams’ Quietude: A 
soft sage with a whisper of  blue, perfect 
for creating tranquility. 

Glidden’s Purple Basil: A moodier, 
darker purple that can add warmth and 
make a bold statement.

Minwax’s Violet

Benjamin Moore’s Cinnamon Slate:
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Read Highlands Newspaper for free from everywhere ... 
on the street or on the web.

Go to www.highlandsinfo.com. Click on Local News. 
Delivered and uploaded Thurs. AM

Danielle Adriana
Beauty Specialists 

322 Main St Highlands NC • 828-482-1112

• Hair Cuts and Color
• Eyebrow Tints and Facial Waxing

• Dermalogica Facials
• Obagi

NOW OPEN!

THE 
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!
Here, There and Everywhere ... 

the Atlanta area, too!

828.200.3050 
bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net

...EXPANSION continued from page 1

building, renovation and expan-
sion of  the media center, four 
new offices, and renovations to 
the CTE (Career and Technical 
Education) and technology labs.

According to Jones, the proj-
ect is progressing well and is on 
schedule and at or under budget.

Since the last update by Van-
noy two months ago, the project 
has gone vertical, reaching a sig-
nificant milestone in the project 
timeline. Jones said the footings 
are in place and the slab has been 
poured. In addition, the steel for 
the project is getting erected and 
the masonry has been installed 
through the second floor. Other 
progress with the project includes 
the roughing-in and installation 
of  all the mechanical and electri-
cal equipment. 

To mark this milestone, Van-
noy did a presentation with the 
middle school students at which 
the students were given the op-
portunity to sign one of  the steel 
beams. The beam was sealed and 
has been erected in the addition. 
County Manager Warren Cabe ex-
pressed his appreciation and com-
plimented Vannoy on their interac-
tion with the students.

Work has also started on the 
renovations for the existing middle 
school building including the re-
roofing of  the building and work 
on the mechanical and electrical 
changes including new light fix-
tures and new HVAC equipment.

On the exterior, Vannoy has 
started the construction of  the 
outdoor classroom. The helical 
piers are in place and preparations 

are underway to pour the foot-
ings for the space.  Work has also 
started on the replacement of  the 
old boiler lines.

Jones said she hopes that at 
the next update for the county 
commissioners, she will be talk-
ing about the completion of  all 
the roofing, the second-floor 
renovations, and the fact that 
there will be flat floors to work 
on. 

In addition, work on the 
first-floor renovations and the 
work in the existing high school 
building is expected to have start-
ed. By the end of  May, work on 
the media center, the lab and the 
Pre-K spaces will be kicked off. 

The changes and additions 
to Highlands School are expected 
to be completed by fall 2025.

To mark progress of the Highlands School renovation and expansion project, Vannoy did a presentation with the 
middle school students at which the students were given the opportunity to sign one of the steel beams. 

– Photo submitted

The Literacy & Learning Cen-
ter (TL&LC) is now accepting ap-
plications for its esteemed Pre-K 
program for the 2025-26 school 
year. This program is designed for 
children aged 3 and 4 years old who 
are eager to embark on a journey of  
learning and discovery.

At the heart of  TL&LC’s Pre-
K philosophy lies a commitment 
to nurturing a warm and engaging 
environment where children feel 
safe to explore and grow. Through 
meaningful play and hands-on ac-
tivities, children develop essential 

TL&LC Pre-K applications now open for 2025-’26 
•Business/Organization News•

social-emotional skills, cultivate a 
love of  learning, and build a strong 
foundation for academic success.

Led by Pre-K Director Carolyn 
Middlebrooks, a dedicated educator 
with a proven track record in early 
childhood development, the pro-
gram fosters a supportive commu-
nity where children and their families 
thrive. Middlebrooks’ expertise en-
sures a rich and stimulating learning 
experience for every child.

To apply for the TL&LC Pre-
K program, children must be toilet 
trained. A play-based assessment at 

TL&LC is required for both the 
child and their parent/guardian. 
Parents/guardians must also agree 
to TL&LC’s program policies and 
commit to reading to their child for 
at least 15 minutes daily. Children 
will need to bring their own snacks 
to school each day.

For more information and to ap-
ply, please visit TheLiteracyandLearn-
ingCenter.org/pre-k or contact Carolyn 
Middlebrooks at CMiddlebrooks@The-
LiteracyandLearningCenter.org or 828-
526-0863. Spaces are limited, so early 
application is encouraged.
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338 Main St. • Highlands • 526-4777

(Across from Town Hall)
(828) 526-8390 

207 N 4th St., Highlands

Open 10am Daily
828-482-1920
221 N. 4th St.

(Across from Town Hall)

Stylish hats at affordable 
prices!

Visit The Highlands Hatter
To get your 

Hattitude adjusted!

355 Main Street
(in The Galax Theatre

526-4660

 	
New New 

SpringSpring
Arrivals!Arrivals!

Don’t miss our 
upstairs SALE room!

(828)421-3546
361 Main St 
Highlands

(Next to Annawear)

Open
11a to 5p

Sun. 12-5p
Closed Wed. 

Wishing all our 
amazing friends and 
customers a blessed 

Easter

(828) 526-5226 
450 Main St. 
Highlands

• Greeting Cards
• Cookware 
• Bakeware 

• Cutlery 
• Gadgets 
• Tabletop 
• Stemware 

Gourmet Kitchenware

S’Hopping Around Highlands for EasterS’Hopping Around Highlands for Easter

Lingerie and Loungewear
468 Carolina Way • Highlands

(404) 626-1980

• Free People • THML 
	 • Mother Denim 

• Michael Stars 
 	 • Vintage Havana
	  Jeans by:
 	 Joes • AG 
 	  	 • Citizens 	
	  • Hudson 	
	  • Mother
	  Shoes by:
	  • Gola Sneakers
		  • Diba 		
	  • Blowfish 
		  • Matisse

Open 11a to 5p
Tuesday-Saturday
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 • Places to Worship •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315

Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30; Worship 10:30
CHAPEL OF THE SKY

Sky Valley. GA • 706-746-2999 
Sundays: 10 a.m. Worship; Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 

CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 
The Rev’d Dr. Michael Matlock, Rector

464 U.S. Hwy. 64E, Cashiers, NC 
CAC@christanglicancashiers.org • 828-743-1701

Sunday: 9a Fellowship; 9:30a Adult Christian Ed; 10:30a 
Holy Eucharist; Wed. Bible Study & Compline Prayer 5p
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Jacob Tedder • Jacob@cashiers.church • 743-5470 

www.cashiers.church
Sun. 10:45a; Wed Study5:15p supper and childcare.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.

Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am

Wed.: Youth 5:30-7pm; Women’s Bible Study: Mon. 4:30pm, Tues. 
10am; Men’s Bible Study: Wed. & Thurs. 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY

706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org

Sunday: Rite I, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite II with Choir 10:30 
am in Sanctuary, Wed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, 

Morning Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Women’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Emily Wilmarth, pastor, Kelley Connelly Asso. Pastor
828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org

Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.
Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m. Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376

In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
 909a Bluegrass and 11a Traditional

 www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdrof

Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

Franklin • 828-634-1312 • mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: 1st Fri. and 3rd Sat. and Rosh Hashanah & Yom 

Kippur. 
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church. 4224 Big Ridge 

(4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Youth Group 6 p.m.; Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Sat. 4pm 5/24/25-10/25/25; Sun. - 11am 

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Sun. 9a (English); Mon. 9:30a (Vatican II in Latin); Tues. 7p 
(Spanish); Wed.,9:30a (English)

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

Sunday Rites-Holy Eucharist 9 & 11 am; Coffee Hour 
following 11 am Service

Bazaar Barn is open Friday & Saturday 10a-2p
www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers •828-743-2122
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

Pastor Dan Robinson
Highlands Central Baptist 
Church

What is Easter 
about for you?

If  someone were to ask you, What is Easter All About?, 
how would you answer?

You might say, Well, it’s about the Easter Bunny!   
Then you could go on and explain that according to Wal-
letHub, the world’s most expensive Easter Bunny cost 
$49,000.00 according to a 2024 statistic. I think your Inquir-
er would be impressed.

Now that you have their attention, you might go on to 
say that 78% of   people eat the chocolate Easter Bunny’s 
ears first.  And that 60% of  parents will send Easter Baskets 
to their grown children.

Now that you’re on a roll, you wouldn’t want to stop 
until you inform your questioning friend that the largest 
chocolate Easter egg ever made weighed 15,873 pounds!  
Then share with them that you just also happen to know 
that in comparison an adult African male elephant weighs 
16,538 pounds!

But let’s say that your friend is looking for something 
more than statistics.  That in fact, he or she has been notic-
ing in the newspapers the announcements of  Special Easter 
Services.  Something called Maundy Thursday and Sunrise 
Services.

And they ask you, What do these things mean?
It’s a very legitimate and logical question.  My own de-

nomination reports that out of  the some 386 million popu-
lation in North America, some 286 million are still lost.

The term, Lost, simply describes a person who hasn’t 
yet begun a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  Reli-
gious?  Likely so.  A Church-goer?  Possibly.  A good moral 
person?  In many cases, Yes.

And a good many of  the 286 million would probably 
fill most of  the above categories.

What these things mean is that:: Jesus Christ, the only 
Son of  God, came to earth and was born of  a Virgin.  He 
grew into manhood and at about the age of  thirty-three died 
on a Roman Cross.  He was without sin or any wrongdoing.  
He died on the Cross not for His own sins, but for the sins 
of  the whole world.  Yours and mine included.  Sin was/is 
offensive to a Holy God.  A price had to be paid.  The Bible 
says that without the shedding of  blood there is no forgive-
ness of  sin.  Jesus paid the price.  As the song says, “What 
Wondrous Love is This, O My Soul?”   Three days later He 
was miraculously resurrected from the grave by the power 
of  God!  He now lives in Heaven and is preparing to return 
to the earth.  AND HE LONGS TO HAVE A PERSON-
AL RELATIONSHIP WITH ANYONE WHO WILL 
COME TO HIM IN FAITH AND REPENTANCE.

The Easter Story is indeed the greatest story ever told!
If  you are already a follower of  and believer in the 

Lord Jesus Christ, then I invite you to bow your head and 
thank Him for what He has done for you on the Cross.  
Something you could NEVER do for yourself.
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...SPIRITUALLY 
SPEAKING
continued from page 18

•Biz/Org News•

•Police & Fire Reports•
Highlands Police entries from 

April 8. Only the names of persons 
arrested, issued a summons/cita-
tion, issued a Class-3 misdemean-
or or those of public officials have 
been used. 

April 8
• At 5:05 p.m., officers responded to 

a 2-vehicle accident on US 64 west (Main 
Street.

April 12
• At 2:40 a.m., William Wade Ham-

ilton Howell, 34, of Cherokee, NC, was 
arrested for DUI and driving with a re-
voked license when he was stopped on 
US 64 east (Cashiers Road). He was is-
sued a $3,334 secured bond. His trial 
date is May 28.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue 
log from April 8

April 8
• At 8:05 a.m., the dept. responded to 

a Co2 alarm at a residence on Buttermilk 
Lane.

April 9
• At 10:01 a.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a location on US 64 west 
(Franklin Road).

• At 1:05 p.m., the dept. responded to 
a motor vehicle accident on US 64 east 
(Cashiers Road).

• At 2:29 p.m., the dept. was first-re-
sponders due to a medial alarm at a resi-
dence on NC 106 (Dillard Road).

• At 3:27 p.m., the dept. responded to 
a fire alarm at a location on Skyline Lodge 
Road.

• At 5:39 p.m., the dept. investigated 
the cause of smoke at a residence on 
Henry Wright Road.

April 10
• At 5:10 a.m., the dept. responded to 

a fire alarm at a residence on Lake Os-
seroga Drive.

• At 11:10 a.m., the dept. responded 
to a miscellaneous fire on Main Street.

• At 6:48 p.m., the dept. responded to 
a motor vehicle accident on US 64 west 
(Franklin Road).

April 12
• At 10:33 a.m., the dept. responded 

to a fire alarm at a residence on Ham-
mond Road.

• At 1:39 p.m., the dept. responded to 
a Co2 alarm at a residence on Morewood 
Road.

• At 9:51 p.m., the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Upper Lake 
Road.

April 13
• At 11:40 a.m., the dept. responded 

to a call of a possible gas leak at a resi-
dence on Robinhood Lane.

• At 3:34 p.m., the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Satulah Falls 
Road.

April 14
• At 1:20 a.m., the dept. responded 

to a fire alarm at a residence on Pipers 
Court.

• At 6:32 p.m., the dept. responded 
to the call of a brush fire on Buck Creek 
Road.

• At 6:33 p.m., the dept. responded to 
a motor vehicle accident on US 64 east 
(Cashiers Road).

•CHHS News• 

Photo by Marty Boone

If  you are not yet a follower/believer, 
then I invite you to give your heart and life 
to Him.

No one knows you better. No one 
loves you more.

I pray that you and yours will have a 
sweet and blessed Easter Celebration and 
that now more than ever the miracle of  
God’s love (John 3:16)  will touch your 
heart with such freshness and passion that 
like the disciples you will turn the world up-
side down with this Good News,  He Is Not 
Here!  He Is Risen!  Amen!

Ty-Ty is one of  the longest-term resi-
dents at the Cashiers-Highlands Hu-
mane Society no-kill shelter. Five-year-
old Ty-Ty needs a patient and gentle 
human companion and a quiet, calm 
environment for his forever home. This 
handsome boy is housetrained, walks 
well on a leash and is treat motivated. 
To adopt Ty-Ty, visit chhumanesoci-
ety.org or call (828)743-5752 for more 
information.

more effectively.”
Senator Jarvis added that the legislature 

is actively reviewing ways to reduce unnec-
essary bureaucracy and enhance support for 
rural and mountain communities.

The roundtable closed with a commit-
ment from all three senators to continue 
advocating for policy solutions that work 
for small towns and rural economies. The 
Chamber of  Commerce expressed appreci-
ation for the legislators’ willingness to listen 
and engage directly with the community.

“The roundtable went very well. Most-
ly concerns had to do with building codes, 
real estate, water use, and inspections,” said 
Sen. Corbin. “It was really all across the 
board and a very good meeting. My fellow 
senators who were there took a lot of  notes 
and are taking a lot of  information back 
with them from folks in our area.”

The Senators left Macon County and 
headed to Murphy where they held another 
roundtable. Both events were intended to 
be an opportunity to bridge the gap be-
tween Raleigh and western North Carolina. 

...ROUNDTABLE 
continued from page 7

A rececnt guest speaker at the Rotary Club of  Highlands was Paul Garner of  Healing 
Waters International. The goal of  this organization is to help the world’s most vulner-
able communities establish, own, and operate community-wide safe water systems. This 
organization takes water treatment systems to areas where the local population has NO 
clean water access. Imagine not having clean, potable water for yourself  or your children. 
With water projects in 16 countries, over 400 projects, Healing Waters International is 
currently helping 450,000 people per day get clean water and has had 34,000 people 
become health and hygiene graduates. The Rotary Club of  Highlands was a part of  one 
of  these projects in Eastern Guatemala. To learn how you can help bring clean water to 
areas in need, call: 303-526-7278 or e-mail: info@healingwaters.org.

Rotary helps deliver clean water 
Rotary president Randy Foster and Paul Garner of Healing Waters International.
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Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 log cabins nestled in 
the hemlocks 

on 25 acres at the base 
of Whiteside 
Mountain.

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Off ce: 828-526-8784 

ryan.bears@allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP  
HHIIGGHHLLAANNDDS & CS & CAASHSHIIEERRS NS NCC

2460 Cashiers Road • Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com

Kiln dried 
FIREWOODFIREWOOD
Delivery or pickup

Quality Tree Care & Removal 18+ years

Fully Insured828-200-9217

estimates@mendozatree.com
mendozatreeservices.com

HIGHLANDS CHURCH
9a Sunday mornings

LIVE STREAM: Andy Stanley

Following Jesus makes your life better,
And makes you better at life!

For details, text Bee at 404-307-1415

Buck Creek Rd - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Road near the hospital

CHESTNUT STORAGE
Storage Units Available
Secure 24-Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045 Look for our sign!

Crane 
Rentals 
Available

• • •
LISA THOMPSON

DOG SITTING

• daily drop-in visits
• overnight & extended 

stays
• dog walking

 828.424.4637

Align Therapeutic, PLLC 
Mental Health Therapy and Support Services 

Nicole Dilbeck, LCMHCA nicole@aligntherapywnc.com www.aligntherapywnc.com 828-526-6370Locations in Franklin and Highlands, NC 

Colleen Kerrigan, Broker
615-400-5498

colleen.kerrigan.wnc@gmail.com 

Authenticity, Honesty, Integrity 

Highlands Ollice 210 N. Fifth Street 
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► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

Al  Stoneham
Realtor-Broker 

Luxury Home Specialist 
Licensed in NC & GA

Cell: 828-332-9767
al.stoneham@allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP  
HIHIGGHLHLAANNDSDS//SSCCAALLYY M MOOUUNNTTAAIINN//CCAASSHIHIEERRSS

•Classifieds•
WANTED
SEEKING GARAGE RENTAL for auto stor-

age. Secure, long or short-term. 561-866-8631 (st. 3/6)
HELP WANTED
ALLISON DIANE CLOTHING, upscale cloth-

ing. Stop by to pick up application. corner of Main and 
4th St. 828-526-5404. (st. 3/20) 

DONLEON’S IS HIRING FOR THE KITCH-
EN LINE Consider joining the crazy crew working for 
the craziest old guy in Highlands ... this is the most fun 
you can have without drinking! Eat anything you want 
and Dance with the Don .... no kidding. Drop by to chat 
with DonLeon or call 828-200-9334. (st. 3/13)

FOR SALE
2022 DODGE CHALLENGER wide body 

Hellcat for sale. Only 8,300 miles. Great shape, great 
car. $89,000. Call 828-226-291 1 for details. Appoint-
ments only. e-mail is brysonsfoodstore@mindspring.
com. (4/24)

1965 SUNBEAM TIGER – restored, great con-
dition. Hard top, 5-speed. 59k. Call 404-966-0283. (st. 
3/6)

LAND FOR SALE - 2 tracts, 7.5 miles south of 
Highlands, 8.64 acres with spring, by far the best view 
in the area at $200,000; 6.12 acres with spring (already 
subdivided into 2, 3-acre lots) $140,000. 828-974-1137. 
(5/1)

SEASONED FIREWOOD - Any size load. call 
828-342-6806. (st. 1/25)

TINY HOME LOTS FOR SALE. $55k-$85k ea. 
Each lot comes with water, power, and sewer run to 
each lot. www.TinyMountainEstates.com for more info. 
(st. 11/22/24)

RV SITE - class A only - in Wildflower Creek RV 
Resort. Just minutes from Highlands and Sky Valley. Full 
hook-up, concrete pad, landscaped and storage shed. 
$192,500. For more info call 828-421-1709 or email 
bobnnancync@gmail.com. (st. 1/25)

FOR RENT
FURNISHED 2BD, 2.5BA TOWNHOUSE IN 

SHELBY PLACE. Less than a mile from town. Long 
Term preferred. Call Jennifer at 828-371-2582 (st. 2/6)

WORKFORCE HOUSING - 2 bedroom/2 bath 
and 3 bedroom/2 bath with between Highlands & Ca-
shiers. Includes hi-speed internet, water, & washer/dryer. 
No dogs. Inquires. (828)482-4239, (st. Jan. 2025)

SERVICES 
PLATEAU PAINTERS – Interior and exterior 

painting, pressure washing, decks, and sanding and stain-
ing wood floors. Division of Chatlos Construction. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. Call Mike at 828-200-4071. (6/26) 

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICE – We take anything. 
Call 828-200-0492 (4/30) 

RESIDENTIAL RECYCLING SERVICE – Will 
come to your home to pick up recycables. Call or text for 

details 828-421-2655. (4/30
DUMP RUNS. Competitive Pricing. Call for details. 

828-421-2655. (4/30) 
HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDYMAN – 

Chatlos Construction – Remodels, Additions, Framing, 
Siding, Roofing, Decks, Painting. References. Insured. 828-
200-4071. (4/30)

CAREGIVER/SITTER with 40 years experience 
available for part-time personal care, errands, transporta-
tion, meals, etc. Highlands full-time resident. Robert Doe 
828.399.0262. (st. 8/29)

MURPHY’S PAINT CO. - interior/exterior paint-
ing/sheetrock repair/wallpaper removal/log homes/decks. 
Insured. Free estimates. 828-332-0525 or 828-421-8600. 
(3/28)

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR ANYTHING 
HAULED AWAY? Call or text James of Going Gone at 
828-421-2655. (5/1)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN VINSON: 
scanning photos, slides & negatives to CD or DVD for 
easier viewing. Video transfer to DVD. Everything done 
in house. Leave message at 828-526-5208.

On Tuesday April 8th, the Rotary Club of  Highlands was 
thrilled to hear from one of  its own members, Lance Har-
din, Executive Director of  the Highlands-Cashiers Land 
Trust. Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust (HCLT) is a na-
tionally accredited non-profit organization with a mission 
to protect valuable natural resources for all generations. 
Lance along with his incredible team work to preserve land 
in and around the plateau, educate the community, and 
steward land that they are responsible for either through 
donations or purchase. HCLT traces its roots back to 
1883; the oldest in North Carolina and one of  the first in 

From left: Randy Foster, President; Lance Hardin, Executive Director; Andrew Renfro, Land Conservation Director, HCLT; Karen 
Patterson, HCLT Board; Julie Schott, Development Director, HCLT

From left Randy Foster, Rotary President; Lance Hardin, HCLT Executive Director; Andrew Renfro, HCLT Land Conservation 
Director, HCLT; Karen Patterson, HCLT Board; Julie Schott, HCLT Development Director..

•Business/Organization News•

North America. Our area is home to 400 rare plants and 
more than 250 endemic species. WNC is home to more 
species of  salamanders than anywhere in the world, has 
the highest peaks and most waterfalls in the US, and home 
to the headwaters of  six major rivers. And those are just a 
few reasons why their work is so vital. To find out more 
or get involved visit, https://www.hcltnc.org/. Thank you, 
Lance, for sharing the important work HCLT undertakes 
to preserve the plateau and create such enormous public 
benefit in perpetuity!

Rotary hears about the H-C Land Trust
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•Highlands Area Events•
POOL SCHEDULE
• Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri. 6am-

9:45am, and Saturday 10am-11pm 
- 6 lanes. Water Aerobics: 18 y+ 
Mon.-Fri. 10-11am with Karen 
Chambers. Adult Swim: 18y+ Mon.-
Thurs. 11am-3:30pm, Friday 11am-
1:30pm. Public Swim: Mon. thru 
Thurs. 3:30-7pm, Saturday 11am-
6pm and Sunday 1-6pm

PICKLE BALL 
• At the Recreation Dept. ev-

ery Monday - Friday 10am-1pm 
indoors for the winter (notice the 
days and time has changed), 

MOVIES
• No Movies at the Martin 

Lipscomb Performing Arts Center 
at PAC on Chestnut Street this 
weekend.

MOUNTAIN FINDINGS 
• Open: 10 am - 1 pm, April 4-5 

and 18-19.
SATURDAY MARKET
• Farmers Market in KH 

Founders Park on Pine Street from 
8a-12:30p rain or shine.

ALL WEEK
• Alcoholics Anonymous: 

“Open Meetings” are for anyone 
who thinks they may have a drinking 
problem or for anyone interested in 
the A.A. program of recovery. High-
lands Mountain View Group 
holds open meetings in Highlands 

at the First Presbyterian Church, 
471 Main St., on Monday at 5:30 PM 
and Wednesday and Friday at noon. 
Women’s Group 5:30, Tuesdays. The 
Cashiers Valley Group holds open 
meetings at the Albert Carlton Ca-
shiers Community Library Tuesday 
at 7 PM, Friday and Sunday at 5 PM, 
and Saturday at 9 AM. For more info, 
please visit www.aawnc80.org or to 
speak with a member of AA 24/7 at 
828-349-4357.

Mon-Wed-Fri
• Aerobics with Tina Rogers 

8-9am at the Rec Park.
• Balance, Stretch & Strength-

en Class at the Rec Park 8:30-
9:30am. The cost for the class is $30 
a month. The class is led by Cathy 
Hodgson. Contact the Recreation 
Department at 828-526-3556 for 
more information.

Second Mondays
• The local chapter of PEO, 

an off-campus sorority founded in 
the 1800s that provides grants and 
loans to women with financial need 
who want to return to school or 
further their education meets at 
10 a.m. More meeting places call 
president Paula McDonald at 706-
372-3004 

• Indivisible Highlands from 
5:15-6:15pm at the Hudson Library 
Meeting Room. 

2nd Tuesdays
• Highlands Writers Group 

meets on alternate Tuesday after-
noons at 3pm. Writers still uncom-
fortable with in-person gatherings 
may participate via Zoom meetings 
For more information contact Bud 
Katz at either 828-526-3190 or at 
budandlynn@me.com 

Tuesdays
• Strength Training at the Rec 

Park 8:15-9:15 am. Aim for strong, 
lean muscles using light weights, 
body weight, and high repetition to 
shape and tone. Learn proper form 
and range of motion to safely target 
all muscle groups for a metabolic 
boost. 

• At Wayfarers Chapel, Work-
shop for Writers – Tuesdays from 
5-6:30 PM. 

• ESL classes are held at the 
Presbyterian Church in Highlands 
from 6:30-7:30pm. No registration 
required – just show up and partici-
pate. Questions? call 828-526-0863 
or email info@maconncliteracy.org

2nd Wednesdays

• Hudson Library, in partnership 
with VAYA Health, is hosting an edu-
cational series on adult mental health 
topics, at 11 AM. This series is aimed 
particularly at older adults and will fo-
cus on mental health topics of partic-
ular interest to them, but all ages are 
welcome to attend. To register, stop 
by the library or call 828-526-3031. 

2nd & 4th Wed.
• Digital Navigators will be at 

the Hudson Library the second and 
fourth Wednesdays 1PM - 3PM of 
each month to help patrons with their 
tech needs. Bring a smartphone, lap-
top, or other digital device to receive 
free assistance and support. No appts 
are required - all are welcome.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.
• The Food Pantry behind the 

Methodist Church on Spring Street is 
open from 10a-6p.

• Exercise Class with Michelle 
Lane at the Rec Park at 5:30. A combo 
class with different types of exercise. 
828-526-3556

 Thursdays
• Kickboxing 8:15-9:15 am. at the 

Rec Park. An exhilarating and fun mix 
of martial arts for a calorie-burning 
workout. No martial arts background 
necessary Contact the Recreation 
Department at 828-526-3556 for 
more info.

• At Hudson Library, special chil-
dren’s events will be on tap on Thurs-
day afternoons at 3:30 Kids Zone 
programs. 

Fridays
• At Hudson Library, Friday af-

ternoons at 2 PM, there’s a variety of 
children’s programs including board 
games, STEM programs, and crafter-
noons. 

3rd Saturdays
• The American Legion Post 370 

meets at the First Methodist Church 
at 315 Main St. in their community 
room/909 chapel. We serve breakfast 
at 9 AM and hold our monthly meet-
ing at 10 AM. We invite ALL veterans 
to attend. Email ncpost370@gmail.
com for more information or just join 
us at 9am .

Sundays
• At Wayfarers Chapel, Sunday 

Service: 10 AM Sunday Morning. Stick 
around for visitation and coffee hour 
immediately after service. (Coffee 
hour is replaced by potluck dinner the 
1st Sunday of each month). 

Thurs., April 17
• Grand reopening ceremony, for 

the new ABC Store on Oak Street 
at 11 a.m.

Fri., April 18
• Highlands Nature Center, 

Wildflower Walk 3-4 p.m. Join us for 
an easy stroll through the Botani-
cal Garden to explore what spring 
ephemerals are blooming. Along the 
way, we’ll learn tips for identifying 
them & a little about their unique 
characteristics. Free. No registration 
necessary.

Sat., April 19
• At Highlands Nature Center, 

Morning Bird Walk 8-9 a.m. Meet 
at 111 Lower Lake Road. Birders of 
all skill levels are welcome to join 
us as we take an easy walk around 
the garden to find our feathered 
friends. Binoculars available to bor-
row. Weather Dependent Free. No 
registration necessary.

• Saturday is the Town’s Annual 
Easter Egg Hunt at the Rec Park on 
N. 4th St. For ages 0-9 years. Begins 
at 10 a.m.

Sun., April 20
• Easter Brunch Special at High-

lander Mountain House. Chef Adam 
Bresnahan pulls out all the stops for 
a festive and seasonal Easter brunch. 
Expect dish + drink specials, along 
with their normal menu. https://
www.highlandermountainhouse.
com/ 

Tues., April 22
• At Hudson Library with 

Books & Biutes, best-selling author 
Jennifer Moorman will talk about 
her newest novel, The Vanishing of 
Josephine Reynolds, at 12:30 PM. 
Books will be available for purchase 
and signing at this free event.

Wed., April 23
• At Highlands Nature Center, 

Drawing Club 3-4 p.m. Supplies will 
be provided, or bring your own. We’ll 
explore the garden trails, followed by 
an optional drawing prompt, time to 
sketch, and an opportunity to share 
our work. Free. No registration nec-
essary.

Thurs., April 24
• Live on Screen at the Martin 

Lipscomb Theatre at PAC at 1 p.m., 
the Met’s LeNozze di Figaro. Box of-
fice@highlandsperformingarts.com. 
828-526-9047.

• Salon Series at Highlander 
Mountain House. Enjoy the smooth 
sounds of Lucero front man, Ben 
Nichols at the next installment of 
HMH’s popular Salon Series. https://
www.highlandermountainhouse.
com/

Fri., April 25
• At Hudson Library, Commu-

nity Coffee with the Mayor at 11am 
in the Meeting Room Mayor Taylor 
will be discussing agenda items cov-
ered at the April Town Board Meet-
ing.

• At Highlands Nature Center, 
NC Bioblitz 3-4:30 p.m. The NC 
Bioblitz is part of the City Nature 
Challenge, a friendly citizen sci-
ence competition between cities & 
regions all over the world. Upload 
observations to Naturalist, and help 
Western NC win against the rest of 
the state!. Visit scienceacrossnc.org 
to learn more. Free. No registration 
necessary.

Sat., April 26
• Plateau Pickup. Keep – a 

community-wide cleanup day dedi-
cated to preserving the town’s 
natural beauty. For more info, go to 
highlandschamber.org or call 828-
526-2112. 

• Join the Cashiers Historical 
Society on Saturday from 11 am to 
3 pm for the annual Apple Heritage 
Day Festival. This event celebrates 
the apples of early settlers, offer-
ing a unique blend of history, tradi-
tion, and community. There will be 
hands-on activities for all ages, an 
apple baking contest, demonstra-
tions, storytelling, and live music. 
This event is free and open to the 
public. For more details, visit CHS 
on Facebook or by phone at (828) 
743-7710. 

• Start-up funding to benefit 
Sol & Son DLA will be raised at the 
La Copa Primavera Inaugural Golf 
Tournament at Sky Valley Country 
Club. For information about the 
golf tournament, contact David@
cbchighlands.com.

• The Pop-Up Pipers will appear 
in unexpected locations throughout 
downtown Highlands 4:30-5p

Sun. April 27
• Fiber Sunday Cowee School 

Arts & Heritage Center at 51 
Cowee School Dr. Franklin N.C. 
from 1 to 4p.  Bring a textile project 
you are working on to visit with 
other textile people. Bring your 
spinning wheel or anything else.  
Contract Teresa Bouchonnet at 
coweetextiles@gmail.com for more 
information. 

Fri., - Sun. May 2-4
• At PAC, Educational Theatre 

performance, Matilda. Box office@
highlandsperformingarts.com. 828-
526-9047.

MOVIES
at PAC’s MLPC

Tickets:
Adults: $13.20 • Children: $11

507 Chestnut St. Highlands

boxoffice@
highlandsperformingarts.com 

828-526-9047

Fri., April 18 – 2pm and 5:30pm
Sat., April 19 – 2pm

 (with captions) and 5:30pm
Mon., April 21 – 2pm and 5:30pm
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 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery
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K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

3

Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

Darlene  Conley
Mountain Luxury

Your Dream. Your Journey. YOU’RE 
HOME!

Dedicated to finding the home you’ve 
always wanted.

Cell: 404-427-2448
darlene.conley@ allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//  
PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522

www.highlandsproperties.com

Wei chert. 
REALTORS 

Highlands Properties 

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA
Cell: 828-787-1895 
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com 

Highlands Office | 210 N. 5th Street

Tean1 RickSteve 
"The Powe1· of3" 

Trusted advisors 
providing impeccable 
personalized service 

FAYE WURM
828.200.1345 
faye@bhhsmmr.com
2334 Cashiers Rd, Highlands
https://fayewurm.meadowsmtnrealty.com/

Of the 55,000+ BHHS agents across the globe,
Faye ranks in the TOP 2% and is a 

Luxury Collection Specialist.

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

Charming 
Mountain 

Retreat 
Near Downtown 

Highlands

42 Hemlock Ridge

4 BR 4 BTH
2 fireplaces

2 screened-in 
porches

Gated community
Sold furnished

Offered for 
$2,400,000



Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

9

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

42 Years of Fine Dining
Now Open

Fridays & Saturdays
5:30-9p

HIGHLANDS CASHIERS

People ... are 
the investments 

that matter 
most

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com
210 North Fifth Street, 
Highlands, NC 28731

 Deborah “Bee” Gleeson 
404.307.1415 

BeeGlee4@Gmail.com 
and

Pat Gleeson
828.782.0472 

PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.com

JULIE OSBORN 
& PAT ALLEN

MORE THAN 33 YEARS OF
EXEMPLARY SERVICE ON THE PLATEAU

VOTED AMERICA’S BEST

828.200.6165 | 828.200.9179
julie.osborn@allentate.com
pat.allen@allentate.com

Our clients rate us 5 out of 5

 5

MITZI RAUERS
Broker / Luxury Collection
Specialist
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

*Based on 2023 sales data. Out of a global network 
of 55,000+ BHHS agents.

If you want an 
award-winning 
real estate 
experiece, choose 
an award-winning
agent.

Why call Jody? 
Ranked the #l Broker in North Carolina 
for over a decade-and for good reason! 
Whether you're buying or selling, she 
brings unparalleled market expertise, 
top-tier negotiation skills and a 
commitment to delivering exceptional 
results. Your dream home or top-dollar 
sale is just one call away-you deserve 
the best! With over $1 Billion in sales. 
you can be the next beneficiary of this 
track record. 
Call her personally at 828.226.6303. #1 Broker 

IN NORTH CAROLINA 

$1 Billion+ 
TOTAL CAREER SALES VOLUME 

ToplOO 
SOTHEBY'S INTERNATIONAL REALTY AGENT 
WORLDWIDE 

5 Offices across the plateau! 
HIGHLANDS OFFICE 
225 MAIN STREET 

BRIAN RENFRO CELL: 828-226-0118 
BROKER BRIANRENFRO@>GMAIL.COM 


