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2024: A year that was ... memorable

By Kim Lewicki
Theres no telling what a
new year will bring especially
since 2024 for Highlands and
the surrounding area was life-
changing as well as memorable.
The Catholic Church got

HCLT gets
54.45 acres
in
Highlands

The Highlands-Cashiers
Land Trust (HCLT) is pleased to
announce the permanent conser-
vation of 54.45 acres of forested
land just two miles from down-
town Highlands. Located along
the majority of the lefthand side
of Glen Falls Road, this pristine
property is a vital part of the ar-
ea’s natural beauty and ecological
health.

This conservation win adds
almost a mile of protection to
the East Fork of Overflow Creek,
classified by the State of NC as
an Outstanding Resource Water
(ORW). Water that falls here (or
seeps out from the mountain),
flows from HCLT conservation
easement, Frog Pond Farms, un-
der highway 100, across the newly
conserved preserve before tum-
bling down the iconic USFS Glen
Falls, flowing into Blue Valley.

* See HCLT page 6

the OK to build a new church; af-
ter much consternations, school
improvements were OK’d for
Franklin and Highlands; for the
first time ever, the Highlands Fire
& Rescue Dept. named two, not
just one, as ‘Firemen of the Year’;

a new playground is in the works
for the Highlands Rec Park,
Short-term Rentals took front and
center for most of the year and
even though the Planning Board
voted against amortization, the

* SeeYEAR 2024 page 7
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HC Hospltal CEO Tom Neal explains the gnlf'cance f the food sculpture.

Food sculpture at HC Hospital was
about Hurricane Helene response

This holiday season, High-
lands Cashiers Hospital and Eck-
erd Living Center once again par-
ticipated in the HCA Healthcare

Healthy Food for Healthier To-
morrows Food Drive. In addition
to collecting approximately two
tons of canned food items for

two area food panties, Fishes and
Loaves and the Highlands Food
Pantry, hospital staff and volun-

* See HC HOSPITAL page 6

Highlands’
150-year
celebration
is coming up

Highlands will celebrate a
monumental milestone in 2025:
150 years since its founding
in 1875 by visionaries Samuel
Kelsey and Clinton Hutchinson.
The sesquicentennial year will
honor Highlands’ legacy as a ha-
ven for peace, beauty, and renewal
through a series of commemora-
tive events and initiatives, offering
something for everyone to enjoy
and remember.

The Town of Highlands,
Highlands Chamber of Com-
merce/Visit ~ Highlands, NC,
Highlands  Historical =~ Society,
Highlands-Cashiers ILand Trust
and other local organizations have
curated a diverse lineup of events
and programs to honor the town’s
past, present, and future. High-
lights of the year of reflection and
celebration. will include:

* See CELEBRATION page 9

Thank you for your trust and support this past year.
Wishing you a fantastic year ahead filled with
warmth, joy, and wonderful new beginnings.

MCCULLEY’S

The largest selection of
Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.

Happy New Year!

In Highlands ...on the hill
242 S. 4th St. - 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week

Highlands | Sotheby’s

INTERMATIONAL REALTY www.mcculleys.com
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A room tax increase could help fund roads

n a previous article, I dis-
Icussed the issue of transpor-

tation funding, specifically
how North Carolina funds road
construction and upkeep through
a motor fuel tax, aka, the Powell
Bill. For years, this gasoline tax
was adequate to meet NCDOT
funding needs.

However, several factors
have made this funding source
inadequate to meet our state’s
growing transportation needs.
First, as gasoline prices have in-
creased dramatically since those OPEC days
in the 1970s, legislatures have been reluctant
to increase the tax rate per gallon. This hesi-
tancy has been particularly evident during
inflationary times when the average con-
sumer struggles to make ends meet.

Inflationary costs have also put pres-
sure on the NCDOT budget over the years.
Construction costs, the cost of concrete
and asphalt, and the high cost of land right-
of-ways have all added to the shortfall in the
highway budget. Some would contend some
bad departmental decisions and misman-
agement at the top in Raleigh have added
to the problem.

Another contributing factor has been
the proliferation of electric vehicles that do
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not pay the gasoline tax but, of
course, use the road. Some critics
point out that the heavier electric
vehicles, due to large battery ar-
rays, even add more wear and tear
on the state highways. Who pays
for the additional road mainte-
nance costs?

The state legislature has
been grappling with this NC-
DOT budget problem for a num-
ber of sessions now. Legislators
have been reluctant to increase
the motor fuel tax and even more
reluctant to raise state income or sales taxes
to balance the budget. Honestly, they do
not have too many good options, and what
I am about to propose is probably only a
partial solution.

My idea is to increase the state room
occupancy tax across the board, that is,
for every county and city that has such a
tax—perhaps, a one or two cents per dollar
increase statewide. For instance, counties
with a 6% rate now would go to 8%, or
cities with a 3% would go to 5%. I em-
phasize an across-the-board increase so
that no area of the state or county would
have a financial tax advantage over another.
This occupancy tax increase would be eat-
marked for transportation needs.

With the large influx of visitors com-
ing to our ever-growing state, this tax in-
crease would not impact state residents,
and it would help improve road access for
the visitors we want to attract to this beauti-
ful state.

Now some may contend this tax on
visitors would impair North Carolina’s
competitive edge in attracting tourists. Re-
ally? Would potential tourists say they are
going to Georgia or Tennessee and not go-
ing to North Carolina in order to save a few
dollars on a hotel or STR bill? T don’t think
so; when Sallie and I visit another state and
pay our hotel bill, we don’t even look to see
what the taxes are. Like almost everyone
else, we give the hotel clerk our credit card
and check out.

Solving North Carolina’s transporta-
tion funding problems will probably take
several reforms and changes. I believe in-
creasing the room occupancy tax and ear-
marking the increase for transportation is
one part of the puzzle. I would be inter-
ested in what the hotel and hospitality in-
dustry would have to say.

‘I wonder
what 2025
will bring?’

Do you have a heartfelt,
Sunmy,  interesting,  or
beantiful photo you wonld
like to share in our new
“ShapShot”  section?
Email it to highlandseds-
tor@aol.com or text it to
828-200-1371, with a
brief  description and a
name. No  anoonymons

photos will be accepted.

Photo by Marty Cabe

- WEATHER .

Thu, 2-Jan

42°F
27°F

Mostly sunny

RealFeel®
High: 44° Low: 20°

Fri, 3~Jan Sat, 4-Jan Sun, 5-Jan
LY
36°F 37°F <><> 36°F
18°F P) 16°F o 27°F

Breezy in the afternoon Mostly sunny and chilly ~ Alittle ice, then rain

RealFeel®
High: 29° Low: 17°

RealFeel®
High: 34° Low: 12°

RealFeel®
High: 38° Low: 18°

For Real-time Weather and the Extended Forecast,
go to www.highlandsinfo.com and click on Weather

HIGHLANDER

ROOFING SERVICES

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt * Cedar » Metal * Synthetic Materials

Showroom: 1511 Highlands Rd ¢ Franklin ¢ O: 828-524-7773
info@highlandernc.com ¢ www.highlandernc.com
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Realtors®

yvour life
happens here.

At Allen Tate Realtors®, we know home happens wherever memories are made. Since 1957, we've been making those memories
happen across the Carolinas. We are grateful for our clients and their families that have placed their confidence in us.

saatry aaooe IN LUXURY

IN THE CAROLINAS

‘ Scan to see our listings!
‘ [ut A%o i number one

A HOWARD HANNA PARTNER

HIGHLANDS-DOWNTOWN OFFICE | 828.526.8784 CASHIERS OFFICE | 828.547.0022 SAPPHIRE OFFICE | 828.507.3156 WILDCAT CLIFFS OFFICE | 828.526.4525
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POST AND BEAM... WORK OF ART
4 bedrooms, 3 baths. Private gate, 4.56 Acres
Lake, walking trails, pet friendly
MLS # 106188 Offered for $2,395,000

Read Highlands Newspaper for free from
everywhere ... on the street or on the web.
Go to www.highlandsinfo.com. Click on Local News.
Delivered and uploaded every Thurs.AM

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Scan Here
or visit_our
website

The Best Gift
is a Healthy
Community

Health Foundation
www.healthyplateau.org

° INVESTING AT 4,118 FT1°

Preparing your home for the 2025 market
on the Highlands-Cashiers plateau

hinking about selling
your home in 2025?
A few key updates

can make all the difference
in attracting buyers to your
home—especially those who
are using the holidays and
slower season to find their
dream mountain retreat for
the spring or summer time.
To stand out, make your
property irresistible  from
the moment they pull up to

»

your driveway—after all, first ( Lﬁ;;i?;::?; 6 or fresh cabinet hardware
impressions are everything. kara@bhhsmmr.com S0 make these spaces feel
Start with curb appeal: fresh-
en up the landscaping, plant some vibrant

seasonal blooms, and don’t underestimate

the power of a freshly painted front door.

Clean, inviting walkways? That’s the cherry

on top.

Inside, think of staging as storytell-
ing—you’re painting a picture of the moun-

-

Creative ConcepTs SALON
Hair ¢ Nails * Waxing
* Tanning
¢ Facials
Walk-ins Welcome!
Open at 9a Tues.-Sat.
828-526-3939

Owner /Stylist:
Lacy Jane Villardo

Stylists:
Heather Escandon
Maggie Barden
Desiray Schmitt
Lauren Buckely
Nail Tech:
Jenna Schmitt

Upstairs and Across the
Walkway at Falls on Main,Highlands

tain lifestyle buyers crave.
Neutral walls set the stage
for luxury accents that feel
both modern and welcom-
ing. Got a cozy fireplace
or a killer mountain view?
Showrcase those with inten-
tional furniture placement
and thoughtful decor. And
let’s not forget the kitchens
quick
update with sleek fixtures,
energy-efficient appliances,

and bathrooms—a

like new without blowing
your budget.

Now; let’s step outside. The Plateau’s
natural beauty practically sells itself, so
make sure your outdoor spaces are ready
to shine. Think cozy seating areas, twin-
kling lights, and maybe even a fire pit for
those crisp mountain evenings. Double-
check that decks and patios are in tip-
top shape—buyers dream of sipping their
morning coffee while soaking in the crisp
air and those serene views. Highlight the
lifestyle your home offers—that’s what
buyers are really investing in.

Presentation is everything. Declutter
and depersonalize so buyers can imagine
themselves in the space. High-quality pho-
tography is a must—those dreamy moun-
tain views and warm interiors deserve to
be captured in their best light.

Make 2025 the year your home
stands out. With the right updates and a
focus on what makes your property spe-
cial, you can inspire buyers to fall in love.
Cheers to fresh opportunities and a suc-
cessful sale in the New Year!

* Kara Hardy is a broker with Berkshire
Hathaway HomeServices Meadows Monntain
Realty. She serves Highlands, Cashiers, Glen-
ville, Sapphire, Lake Toxaway, Scaly Mountain
and Franklin. Kara can be reached at (407)
617-6006 or via email at kara@bbhsmmr.com.



WINTER

POOL SCHEDULE

Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri. 6am-9:45am, and Sat-
urday |0am-IIpm - 6 lanes.

Water Aerobics: 18 y+ Mon.-Fri. [0-1 lam
with Karen Chambers.

Adult Swim: 18y+ Mon.-Thurs. |lam-
3:30pm, Friday | lam-1:30pm

Public Swim: Mon. thru Thurs. 3:30-7pm,
Saturday | lam-6pm and Sunday |-6pm

ALLWEEK

* Alcoholics Anonymous: “Open Meet-
ings” are for anyone who thinks they may have
a drinking problem or for anyone interested
in the A/A. program of recovery. Highlands
Mountain View Group holds open meetings in
Highlands at the First Presbyterian Church,471
Main St., on Monday at 5:30 PM and Wednes-
day and Friday at noon.Women’s Group 5:30,
Tuesdays. The Cashiers Valley Group holds
open meetings at the Albert Carlton Cashiers
Community Library Monday at 8:30 AM, Tues-
day at 7 PM, Friday and Sunday at 5 PM, and
Saturday at 9 AM. For more info, please visit
www.aawnc80.org or to speak with a member
of AA 24/7 at 828-349-4357.

PICKLE BALL

* At the Recreation Dept. every Monday
- Friday 10am-|pm indoors for the winter (no-
tice the days and time has changed),

MOVIES

* Movies at the Martin Lipscomb Per-
forming Arts Center at PAC on Chestnut
Street. See ad on page xx.

Mon.-Fri.

* Nantahala Tennis plays at the Highlands
Rec Park 9a-1p.

Mon-Wed-Fri

* Aerobics with Tina Rogers 8-9am at the
Rec Park.

* Balance, Stretch & Strengthen Class at
the Rec Park 8:30-9:30am. The cost for the
class is $30 a month.The class is led by Cathy
Hodgson. Contact the Recreation Depart-
ment at 828-526-3556 for more information.

Second Mondays

*The local chapter of PEQ, an off-campus
sorority founded in the 1800s that provides
grants and loans to women with financial need
who want to return to school or further their
education meets at 10 a.m. More meeting
places call president Paula McDonald at 706-
372-3004

* Indivisible Highlands from 5:15-6:15pm
at the Hudson Library Meeting Room.

I st Tues. through Dec.

* HUMC’s Community Table Dinner at
the Community Building at at 6 p.m. Sept. 3,
Oct. I, Nov. 5 and Dec. 3.

2nd Tuesdays

* Highlands Writers Group meets on
alternate Tuesday afternoons at 3pm.Writers
still uncomfortable with in-person gatherings
may participate via Zoom meetings For more
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information contact Bud Katz at either 828-
526-3190 or at budandlynn@me.com

Tuesdays

* Strength Training at the Rec Park 8:15-
9:15 am.Aim for strong, lean muscles using light
weights, body weight, and high repetition to
shape and tone. Learn proper form and range
of motion to safely target all muscle groups for
a metabolic boost and feel great.

* At Wayfarers Chapel, Workshop for
Writers — Tuesdays from 5-6:30 PM. Facilitated

by Sam Renken, this group has a simple mission:

to foster and provide consistent community for
local writers thereby giving writers of all ages
and genres the opportunity to write, read, re-
vise, and present their work to the group.

* ESL classes are held at the Presbyterian
Church in Highlands from 6:30-7:30pm. No
registration required — just show up and par-
ticipate. Questions? call 828-526-0863 or email
info@maconncliteracy.org

2nd Wednesdays

* Hudson Library, in partnership with VAYA
Health, is hosting an educational series on adult
mental health topics, held on the first VWednes-
day of each month at | | AM.This series is aimed
particularly at older adults and will focus on
mental health topics of particular interest to
them, but all ages are welcome to attend. The
November | program is Dementia: A Deeper
Understanding. Reservations are required for
this free event.To register, stop by the library or
call 828-526-3031.

2nd & 4th Wed.

* Digital Navigators will be at the Hudson
Library the second and fourth Wednesdays | PM
- 3PM of each month to help patrons with their
tech needs. Bring a smartphone, laptop, or other
digital device to receive free assistance and sup-
port. No appointments are required - all are
welcome.

Mon.,Tues., Thurs.

* The Food Pantry behind the Methodist
Church on Spring Street is open from [0a-6p.

* Exercise Class with Michelle Lane at the
Rec Park at 5:30. A combo class with different
types of exercise. Call the Recreation Depart-
ment at 828-526-3556 for more information

Thurs.-Sat.

* Mountain Findings Hours: 10a tolp.

Thursdays

* Kickboxing 8:15-9:15 am. at the Rec Park.

An exhilarating and fun mix of martial arts for a
calorie-burning workout. No martial arts back-
ground necessary Contact the Recreation De-
partment at 828-526-3556 for more info.

* At Hudson Library, special children’s
events will be on tap on Thursday afternoons at
3:30 Kids Zone programs.

Fridays

* At Hudson Library, Friday afternoons at
2 PM, there’s a variety of children’s programs
including board games, STEM programs, and
crafternoons.

IGHLANDS AREA EVENTS @

Saturdays

* Story Ballet - a gentle ballet & creative
movement class for Children 3-4.The flow of
class follows a story or theme that changes each
month, engaging imaginations! Saturday 5:30-
6:30pm. 828-421-6720

* Adult Ballet - crafted for beginners, but
mindfully taught for all levels. Ballet is an excel-
lent way to move, grow stronger, improve bal-
ance, flexibility and coordination while having
fun. 6:30-7:30pm. 828-421-6720.

2nd Saturdays

* The Western North Carolina Woodturn-
ers Club meets in Highlands at The Bascom at
10 a.m. thru Nov.

3rd Saturdays

* The American Legion Post 370 meets at
the First Methodist Church at 315 Main St. in
their community room/909 chapel. We serve
breakfast at 9 AM and hold our monthly meet-
ing at 10 AM.We invite ALL veterans to attend
- email ncpost370@gmail.com for more infor-
mation or just join us at 9 AM .

Sundays

» At Wayfarers Chapel, Sunday Service: 10
AM Sunday Morning. Stick around for visitation
and coffee hour immediately after service. (Cof-
fee hour is replaced by potluck dinner the Ist
Sunday of each month).

Through-March

* Ice Skating in the Park The hours are
Thursdays, 3:30-8pm, Fridays, 3:30—10pm, Sat-
urdays, 1-10pm, Sundays, |-5pm. The price is
only $8, with or without skates. Coffee and hot
chocolate are available for purchase.

Tues., Dec.31

* At The Ruffed Grouse Tavern in the High-
lander Mountain House a multi-course New
Year’s Eve meal from Chef Adam and his team.
Reservations required. Go to highlandermoun-
tainhouse.com.

Beginning Jan. |

* At the Mountain Learning Center Youth
Programs — MountainCamp Registration opens
on January |! Reserve your spot now. Mountain
Camp creates an environment where youth can
learn to be sure of themselves and their values,
while enjoying recreation, adventure, education,
and creativity. These weekend programs
provide the perfect opportunity for youth
to form lifelong bonds and memories
while experiencing nature. Learn more
and reserve your spot Spring Elementary
CON (3rd-5th Grade): Feb 14 - 16;Spring Inter-
mediate CON (6th-8th Grade): Feb 28 - March
2; Spring Senior High CON (9th-12th Grade):
March 14 - 16 https://www.themountainric.org/
event/homecoming-2/

Jan.23

* Upcoming Workshop with Hagan Binder
Landscape Architects, The Art of Bulb Forcing at
4 p.m. Register online at haganbinder.com

April 13-18

* At the Mountain Learning Center, Music

Week — Experience our engaging Music Week
through classes, workshops, and one-on-one
sessions with nationally touring musicians you
will discover your magic in music. Early-Bird
Discount - $50 off if registered before Valen-
tine’s Day! https://www.themountainrlc.org/
event/homecoming-2/

Sat.,April 26

* Plateau Pickup. Keep Highlands beauti-
ful. Participate in Plateau Pickup, a communi-
ty-wide cleanup day dedicated to preserving
our town’s natural beauty. For more info, go
to highlandschamber.org or call 828-526-
2112

Ist Sat., May-Oct.

* Pop-Up Pipers Discover the magic
of live music as the Pop-Up Pipers perform
throughout town, adding a charming, musical
twist to a Main Street stroll. For more info,
go to highlandschamber.org or call 828-526-
2112,

May-Sept.

* Outdoor Concert Series. Feel the beat
every Friday and Saturday evening. Our Out-
door Concert Series fills the warm months
with live music that brings locals and visitors
together under the stars. For more info, go to
highlandschamber.org or call 828-526-2112.

May 1-4

* At PAC, Educational Theatre perfor-
mance, Matilda.

Sat.,May 17

* High Style. Explore the intersection of
style and culture during the High Style event.
For more info, go to highlandschamber.org or
call 828-526-2112.

May 23-26

e At The Mountain Learning Center,
Homecoming — Join us for our 45th Annual
Gathering of Members and Friends from as we
renew old connections and make new ones!
Through workshops, entertainment and the
annual meeting, we will speak of current proj-
ects and possibilities for the future. Featured
Presentation: Environmental Impacts on Well-
being with Dr. Stephen Lloyd. https://www.the-
mountainric.org/event/homecoming-2/

Thurs., June 12

* Volunteer Fair. Looking to give back?
Find the perfect volunteering opportunity at
our annual Volunteer Fair, where local organi-
zations share ways to make a difference. For
more info, go to highlandschamber.org or call
828-526-2112.

Fri., July 4

* Independence Day Concert & Fire-
works. Celebrate the Fourth of July in classic
Highlands style with an entertaining concert
and a fireworks display that lights up the
mountain sky. For more info, go to highlands-
chamber.org or call 828-526-2112.
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.- HCLT continued from page 1

This land has long been admired by locals and visi-
tors for its lush, forested character, with many unknowingly
passing alongside it on their way to the popular Glen Falls
Trailhead. While many assumed this land was protected by
the US. Forest Service, it was, in fact, privately owned and
potentially at risk for development. Thanks to the extraor-
dinary generosity of Marc and Beth Reisman and Hector
and Mary Ann Villarroel, along with the support of HCLT’
Wildwood Fund, this land will be protected and stewarded
into perpetuity.

This conservation effort is a ctitical step in safeguard-
ing the health of Overflow Creek and Glen Falls and water
that eventually makes its way to the Chattooga River. The
land’s protection also ensures the conservation of vital wild-
life habitats, rare and unique ecosystems, and helps maintain
the scenic beauty that defines the Plateau.

“The conservation of this land is a testament to the
power of community action and generosity,” said Lance

Hardin, Executive Director of the Highlands-Cashiers Land
Trust. “By permanently protecting this forest, we are pre-
serving not only an important watershed, but also the re-
markable character of the Plateau that draws so many people
to our beautiful corner of the world.”

Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust s a nationally accredited
non-profit organization dedicated to the protection of eco-
logically significant landscapes and wildlife habitats through
the protection of key properties like this one. Through land
conservation, education, and partnerships, HCLT aims to
ensure the area remains a sustainable and beautiful place for
future generations.

The Land Trust encourages other individuals and
groups who are passionate about the future of the Plateau
and the surrounding areas to consider contributing to ongo-
ing conservation efforts. To participate in HCLT’s conserva-
tion work in the Highlands-Cashiers area, please visit www:.
hcltne.otg or email info@hcltnc.otg,

IGHL ANDS DINING ®

..HC HOSPITAL from page 1

teers constructed a sculpture utilizing the items collected.

“This year’s canned food sculpture honored our Pla-
teau community and its response to Hurricane Helene.
Thank you to everyone who participated, from those who
donated food to our staff members and volunteers who de-
signed and constructed the one-of-a-kind sculpture,” said
Highlands Cashiers Hospital CEO, Tom Neal.

In addition to Highlands-Cashiers Hospital and Eckerd
Living Center’s food donation, HCA Healthcare also donat-
ed $85,000 to MANNA FoodBank, $10,000 of which was
from their HCA Healthcare-wide award winning canned
food sculpture of a water truck. More than 200,000 gallons
of water was being pumped into Mission Hospital each day
from water trucks until the restoration of municipal water
more than a month after Helene.

Mayor Pat Taylor joined Tom Neal, along with HCH
staff and community members for a presentation to both
food pantries on Dec. 17.

AHIGHLANDER MOUNTAIN HOUSE HOTEL

Our Coffee Bar
is open to the

8am to 4pm daily

| = Marth 41h Serees, Hiéhlml- | info@outpascinabighlands com | 838-483-7776

828-526-4035

T

OURMET

a8

8 T

a U R

WILD THYME G

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round

Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. * Highlands

Open
7 Days
a Week

Lunch: 11a-3:30p
Dinner:
5:30p -9p

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p ¢ Sun. 11a to 7p
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554

595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House
e Open for
i LUNCH
Wednesday-Saturday
11:30-3p
Open for
DINNER
Wednesday-Saturday
5:30-9p
Open for
SUNDAY BRUNCH
with Blue Grass music
10a-3p

290 Main Street * Highlands * 828-526-2590

highlandermountainhouse.com

> The Secret Garden

Sandwich shop and gourmet food market
Open Year-Round
Mon.-Fri.. | 1:30a to 5p ¢ Sat. 12-5p

Offering a variety of
hot and cold specialty sandwiches,
various salads, desserts and charcuterie pre-

pared by a Johnson & Wales certified chef. Stop
by and enjoy a hot sandwich, a cup of home-
made soup and a daily pasta salad.We have in-

door and outdoor courtyard seating, and a large

"8 variety of drink options including wine and beer.

Can’t linger?
Call (828) 305-7509 to place a pick-up order.
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.LE ER®

Dear Editor,

Sometimes I just prefer to sit at the bar. If the res-
taurant tables are full, then those tall stools beautifully
beckon. My wife loves it, too, and we may just have our
root beer and supper right there! Small talk, sports talk and
political pontification ooze like melted butter from fellow
“barstool-ers.”

Most “barstool-ers” choose a smiling seatmate hop-
ing no VENOM from the angry Left prevails. No crazy
claims that Trump will declare himself King to fire up the
logs of the failed-fantasy-fears the Dems create. No, the
Barstool is a welcoming place noticeably void of venom.

“Venom” you say? Well yes. Read the editorials from
the same overused smell- thyming writer to this worthy
publication and undetline just the hate. Penned with re-
dundancy the same spittle you hear on CNN (Communist
News Network), one finds ourselves sliding in the ven-
omed enunciation endlessly spewed to poison the path.

Not so with my fellow “barstool-ers.” We edify, laugh
and banter proven political truth and enjoy the camarade-
rie of some friendly pats on the back. Smiles and laughs,

‘Barstool-ers’ count

not angry frowns, clothe my crowd.

But guess what? The “barstool-ers” have gained a repu-
tation even off the Plateau. Clearly November 5th was a na-
tionwide movement, more tidal wave than mountain stream.
The term “Barstool Conservatism” was coined to conclude
that those who think alike and talk about it, got out and vot-
ed, swamping the vote with a huge majority. The Joe Rogan
Expetience resonated especially with the male voter, push-
ing Trump to the Trump dance. The dissing delivered by
Kamala in missing the Al Smith Catholic fundraiser was not
lost on my fellow pro-life Our Lady of the Mountain Root
beer “stool-ers”.

On the other hand, watching Walz’ girly flat hand right-
to-left-wave, and hearing his lack of knowledge that a coach
can “call” a PICK SIX was just too much for the “Barstool-
ers!”

“But Trump dances”, the Dems argued. Yes, and even
NFL standouts and golfers embraced and copied his moves
to the delight of their fans.

The Barstool gang are easygoing affable folks whose
conservatism arises from the business logic they learned in

..YEAR 2024 continued from page 1

Town Board voted to amortize; a2 man is rescued from
Cullasaja Gorge; Trump and Vance win presidential elec-
tion, Corbin and Gillespie keep their seats, Wilkes and
Evans keep their BOE seats, Young keeps is BOC seat
and Breeden takes Higdon’s seat; after years, Highlands
School soccer field repairs are still pending; Art and An-
gela Williams sold the Old Edwards Hospitality Group; a
person was bit by a runaway monkey; dredging of Mirror
Lake is finally set to begin; Hurricane Helene strikes far
and wide in WNC — Highlands fairs better than most but
businesses suffer; there were two major road washouts —
the first on the Gorge Road in January and the next on
NC 106 due to Hurricane Helene; Bryson Grading and
Paving repair NC 106 in time for Christmas; ex-prose-
cutors Mary McCord and Andrew Weissmann discuss
Trump’s legal woes at PAC; Wolfgangs Restaurant sells
and closes Dec. 31 ... and much more.
January

® This year The Greenway presented its Trail Work-
er of the Year award to volunteers: Mike and Trail Boss,
Jim Chance.

® Bryson Family pledges annual boost to Town of
Highlands Scholarship Fund

* Gorge Road closed due to washout

* Missing Highlands man located

® HS swim team hosts 1st ever home meet

* NC AG sues HCA for failing to provide promised
care

* MC School System gets 62mm for FHS

® MC teachers to get $500 bonus

* OLM gets OK for CZ plans

* Bald Eagle visits Harris Lake

February

® NC Health Dept. tracks respiratory viruses

* Two named Tiremen of the Year at annual cer-
emony — David Leffler and RL Wilson

* HS senior Green named soccer All Region and All
State

* BOC votes to move forward with Highlands School
renovation project as part of 5 year capital improvement
plan.

® Man reported missing is found deceased

¢ Business Community and Town Board discuss the
need for change

* Mission sets 10-minute goal for ER patient care in
response to investigators’ report

* Low primary turnout prompts Election Director to
urge MC residents to vote

March

® Town applies for matching grant to help fund new
playground at the Rec Park.

¢ Super Tuesday Primary results: Barry Breeden and
Josh Young win BOC seats.

e CMS lifts Mission’s ‘immediate jeopardy’ standing.
Will return in three months.

* Restaurant grease is getting into town sewer

Sales Tax Referendum to be on Nov. ballot

* NC Wildlife offers help to identify bear dens

* Town Oks millions for urgent projects at Retreat

* Mitigating fires at The Mountain and treating hem-
locks a new way

® Town Board hears benefits of Highlands Food &
Wine event

April

e MC BOC approves budget amendment for High-
lands School Expansion Project

* Sunset rock eclipse rally set for April 8

¢ Pine Grove schoolhouse may be sold but would be
restored and preserved.

* Housing in Macon County’s sights

¢ Public comment initiates talk about STRs and com-
mittee formations

the trenches, and the anatomical logic they gleaned from
their Bibles. They KNOW that Transgender/ turned want-
a-be woman, did not shed their God given muscle strength
at their doctors’ appointments! “Barstool-ers” have athletic
daughters, nieces, and wives who fought for Title IX so
that women-born-gitls could compete in their own female
league against other women- born-girls.

Reality splashes in the eye when least expected. Amer-
icans in droves laid off Bud-Lite because a man playing
dress-up selling beer did not translate poetically to the rug-
ged and natural barstool-et-beer drinkers of Ametica.

Yep. Trump won big and as the country chose Right
and red, you can bet the “barstool-ers” will still be at it:
laughing, smiling, hugging and slapping backs. They will be
vigorously campaigning and supporting conservative val-
ues. They understand where America fell under Biden, and
they see the next years as utter heaven!

Bodie Catlin
Highlands, NC

® Pedestrian is bitten by run-away monkey

e Salutatorian Brooke Fogarty and on the right ate
Valedictorian Olivia Cole and Asst. Principal Alyssa De-
Bois. Both students will be attending UNC at Chapel Hill.

May

® NC’s childcare crisis is a far-reaching and looming
catastrophe

® Rescuers extract man from Cullasaja Gorge

* Highlands Dog Park to be revitalized

® Senior Cooper Hall was crowned King and Senor
Brooke Fogarty was crowned Queen at Highlands School
prom

¢ Inadequate reimbursements are pushing small
pharmacies to the brink

® The lack of building permits on sites is a concern
county wide

¢ Fly fishing tourney reels in $24,000

* District changes could dilute candidate pool for
Highlands and Nantahala

¢ Highlands School hosts Special Olympic athletes

* MC library meetings are still contentious

* See YEAR 2024 page 8

For Help
and
Information

AA s here to help
247
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WE HAVE YOUR HOLIDAYS COVERED

v Luungmear ﬁ:r Men & Women
& Complete Men & Women’s Clothing |
V) Shoes ﬁ-r len &F Wome:

HNancy's . The Exchange
f/& or Men

> 2060 Dillard Roaail-[lghhnds,ﬂ(., 2 ml]es ‘auuth of Main Street

il 828-526-5029

s NOW OPEN!

Beauty Specialists
Danielle

Adriana
® Hair Cuts and Color

® Eyebrow Tints and Facial Waxing
® Dermalogica Facials

322 Main St Highlands NC ¢ 828-482-1112

...YEAR 2024 continued from page 7

e Whats next for STRs in
Highlands?

* MC BOC sings resolution
for Highlands healthcare housing

¢ Fundraising begins in ear-
nest for new Rec Park playground

* At joint meeting, BOC says
yes to new FHS and Highlands
School renovations

® MC School System’s fund-
ing request from county comes
up short

June

® Say ‘no’ to Macon County
redistricting

¢ TB says OK to revamping
Oak Street

® Survey reveals reasons for
HS soccer field issues

¢ Highlands and Scaly Mtn.
residents to get first dibs on
HF&W tickets

¢ It's movie-time again in
Highlands!

¢ Eastern Band of Cherokee
approves recreational marijuana
sales. Sets historic precedent in
NC

e Grease opens at PAC

¢ Williamses sell OEI Hospi-
tality Group

e HS Class of 2004-05 have
20-year reunion

® Verbiage to amortize STRs
is on June TB agenda

* Town adopt s$45.2M bud-
get for FY24-25

e Commissioners move on
amortization ordinance

* Highlands Commissioners
advocate for new playground in
Highlands

July

e Highlands School soccer
field woes continue

* Highlands  Hurricanes
sweep Cherokee and Jackson
counties

* Revitalized Dog Park opens

¢ County votes to help fund
Highlands Playground

e New Otleans comes to
Bascom bridge re-dedication

* Rule about truck lengths al-
lowed on the Gorge is signed into
law

e Failure at Duke substation
causes in-town outages

¢ COVID summer bump in
cases in nationwide

¢ Planning Board votes 7-0
against amortizing STRs

¢ Ex-prosecutors Mary Mc-
Cord and Andrew Weissmann dis-
cuss Trump’s legal woes at PAC

e Initially school lunches in-
crease

August

* HCAs investment in High-
lands Cashiers Hospital is paying
off

¢ Pre-K tuition to increase for
upcoming school years

e Catch Me if You Can on
stage at PAC

* Grants to help close inter-
net gaps county wide

* On-line eCourts system
means less trips to the courthouse
and more

* HF&R holds annual open
house

e Commission votes 3-2 to
fund free lunch for Highlands
School and Franklin HS

* With new software pro-
gram, parents and students and
teachers can meet in one ROOM

e Town Board sets public
hearing for STR ordinance amend-
ment for Sept. 5

e Phase 1 of Mirror Lake
dredging to begin late September

¢ Timmy McDowell wins 5K
overall

* A temporary fix vs. a per-
manent one is discussed for High-
lands School

¢ First day of school in Ma-
con County was Aug. 26

September

* Highlands School Project is
on track.

* HHS presents Flower Pow-
er with Dahlia Festival

e Trilium wins Mountain
Challenge Croquet Championship

* Winder shooting has affect-
ed all; Area law enforcement and
school officials address concerns

e Amortization of STRs
hangs in the balance

¢ Highlands Playground miss-
es out on PARTF but has next
round in sights

* Why eating dogs just isn’t
something Haitians would do

* Highlands honors 9/11 vic-
tims

* Highlands pulls the trigger
on amortization of STRS; believes
state legislature won’t move on the
issue

® Taxpayers to foot legal bat-

tle expenses for amortization

¢ Highlands School’s Coach

Lamb gets Region 8 DSA Award
October

e MC Sheriff officers dies
during Helene onslaught

¢ County to begin search for
County Manager position

e Hurricane Helene strikes
far and wide in WNC; Highlands
fairs better than most; NC 106
suffers washout

/4 cent sales tax option on
Nov ballot but it fails for the sec-
ond time.

¢ Highlands moves to help
communities ravaged by Helene

o Gratitude comes full circle
to the benefit Highlands and
elsewhere

* FEMA approves $96 MM
in aid in NC

e Three candidates vie for
BOE District 4 seat

¢ Closure of NC 106 makes
life challenging but not impos-
sible

e Court to decide if SAVE
Highlands is due attorney fees

¢ Highlands School Project
breaks ground

e Early voting is breaking
records

e EMS Director Cabe to
don MC Manager hat Nov 12

e With Highlands School
Project a go, the soccer field is in
the BOE’s sights

November

o HF&W Festival is set for
this weekend

e Trump and Vance win;
NC goes red

e Callers allege bear hunters
were within the town limits

® Local runner completes
NYC Marathon; raises $5K for
charity

e Huff vs Town of High-
lands is undecided.

e Rotary Bingo raises
$50,000 for WNC Hurricane
Relief

¢ Planning board meets new
Code Enforcement Officer

® Work begins on NC 106
washout

e MC Housing Needs re-
port makes its debut

® Townhomes are planned
for vacant lot at Oak and Maple
streets

* See YEAR 2024 page 9



..CELEBRATION continued from page 1

150 Celebration Webpage

The Chamber’s website will host a
dedicated page featuring stories, images,
and updates about sesquicentennial activi-
tes.

Weekly “Highlands Through the
Years”

Local newspapers will feature histori-
cal insights that highlight the town’s unique
journey.

150 Trees Fundraiser

Reflecting the community’s commit-
ment to environmental preservation, resi-
dents and visitors will have the opportu-
nity to plant a piece of Highlands’ future.

Living Museum Day

History will come alive with reenact-
ments, displays, and interactive experiences
that showcase the town’s cultural heritage.

Volunteer-Led History Walks and
Cemetery Tours

Guides will share stories of the past,
giving a personal touch to Highlands’ his-
tory.

Pole Banners

New banners will adorn the streets,
serving as vibrant reminders of Highlands’
history.

Highlands Heritage Jamboree

A grand celebration of music, food,

and festivities will be held Saturday, Sep-
tember 27 to mark the sesquicentennial
with joy and community spirit.

At the heart of this milestone is a col-
lective effort to preserve Highlands’ natural
beauty and cultural heritage for generations
to come. The Chamber is also producing
a Commemorative Expetience Guide filled
with historical facts, events, and inspiration
for visitors and residents alike.

“The Highlands Plateau has inspired
generations with its waterfalls, ancient
forests, and cool mountain air,” said Kaye
McHan, Executive Director of the High-
lands Chamber of Commerce/Visit High-
lands, NC. “Celebrating 150 years is not just
about reflecting on our past; it’s about com-
mitting to a future that honors our roots
while embracing our future.”

Highlands remains steadfast in its mis-
sion to balance progress with preservation.
Through sustainable tourism initiatives,
support for local businesses, and educa-
tional programs, the Chamber of Com-
merce strives to ensure that Highlands con-
tinues to serve as a peaceful retreat and a
vibrant community.

For more information visit www:high-
landschamber.org or contact the Welcome
Center at 828-526-2112.

..YEAR 2024 continued from page 8

* Town Lighting is Nov 30

¢ The Christmas Parade is set for Dec
-

e NCWRC stocks local lakes with
trout

December

¢ Pattersons donate HC Animal Clin-
ic property to Highlands Biological Fnd.

® Local nonprofits awarded $15,000
in grants

e NCWRC stocks Harris Lake with
trout

* Multiple fire crews save burning
home on Upper Lake Road

* HS Homecoming King and Queen
are Kasen Mitchell and Malloy Shriver

¢ 5th Bear Shadow venue is undecided

* HCLT get 150+ more actes to con-
serve

¢ [t looks like the opening of NC 106
is on schedule

¢ Shop with a Cop brings out the best
in all

¢ Highlands students’ history project
tells local veterans’ stories

* Real Estate is alive and well in High-
lands

* NC 106 opens for Christmas on
Dec. 23!

MOVIES

at PAC’s MLPC
will resume on
January 10.
Watch for listing

507 Chestnut St. Highlands

Tickets:
Adults: $13.20 ¢ Children: $11

boxoffice@
highlandsperformingarts.com

828-526-9047

For Highlands Newspaper ad-
vertising info
email highlandseditor@aol.com
or text 828-200-1371.

COREY JAMES GALLERY
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& Estate Consighnments

NHOLE LlFE Bronze sculpture ¢ Paintings

Vintage & Antique Collectables &

mnm Furniture - Costume Jewelry

.)A’g’

Natural Products Store
Hours: 9am-5pm
Mon-Sat
828-526-5999 . it "
Wholelifehighlands@icloud.com F f )
LOCATED AT 680 N UTH ST, HIGHLANDS ' '
NE@M Organic slrnoo:hiz/juice < | B
é e \ i?sai;eosjhzle (828) 526-4818

life Market On the corner of 3rd & Spring

Breakfast
8-10:30a
Lunch
1la to 3p

Open Mon. - Sat. for Breakfast & Lunch

Pet Friendly Place Where Friends Meet
With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!

Closed Dec 29 th u-j;an 12

Italian Sausage ¢ Appalachian Fries ® Onion Rings ¢ Jambalaya ¢ Kabobs
Shrimp Gumbo ¢ Soups

Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! ¢ 828-482-1513
462 Dillard Road, Highlands (across from Dusty’s)

o d The Coolest Golf Course
' in Georgia

Sky¥Valley

COUINTRY CLUB

¢ Incredible Views
e Par 72 Championship Course
stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
¢ Open Daily ¢ Year-Round ¢ Public Golf
2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta ® 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC

For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals,
please call 706-746-5302
www.skyvalleycountryclub.com
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_SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING

The line between
good and evil

Pastor Mark Ford
First Baptist Church
Highlands

In Solzhenitsyn’s Gulag he shares the most profound

insight when he declares, “We are never closer to evil

than when we think that the line between good and
evil passes between groups and not through the human
heart.”

The election is over, but the lines between right and
left, progressive secularists and conservatives are in place.
The divisions and ideological splits remain. And whether
right or left, we can all succumb to our own sense of moral
superiority and regard ourselves as warriors for good and
justice without taking stock of our own proclivities for
policing and enforcing our take on virtue. And because
of this authoritarian posturing, we attempt to legislate our
truth and force compliance.

Both sides are guilty regardless of who holds the le-
vers of government control. And both need to ask, “Is
the line between good and evil simply ideological between
liberal and conservatives, secularist progressives and reli-
gious traditionalists, or does it run deeper into the human
heart? Given the vitriol, anger, triumphalism and desire for
retribution from both sides, is Solzhenitzyn not correct in
pointing out that our deepest social and cultural problems
are not ideological as much as in the human heart?

This is why Os Guinness in his recent book, Our Civ-
ilizational Moment — The Waning of the West and the War
of the Worlds despairs over the triumph of secularism in
its many forms (Neo-Marxism, “woke,” progressivism,
etc.) over the foundational values and truths of Christi-
anity which laid the groundwork for Western civilization’s
advance in modern history. And he clearly lays the blame
on Christianity and the Church! He says, “The crisis of the
West is in many ways the crisis of the Christian faith,” and
the rise of secularism is tied to the self-induced decline of
the Christian faith. Unequivocally he states, “No one has
done more to tarnish the public standing of God’s name
and truth in the West than Christians themselves.”

Simply, the line we should be concerned about is not
the ideological, political lines between the right and the
left, but the one that operates in our own hearts.

The biggest challenge in bringing people to accept
Christian, Biblical values has always been and always will
be Christians themselves. We have the eternal truth, know
the One who is Truth, but block people’s reception by our
own failed lives. Nietzche quipped that he might believe
in the Redeemer if Christians looked more redeemed.
Another atheist, George Bernard Shaw said, “Christianity
might be a good thing if anyone ever tried it.”

Guiness believes the crisis of Christianity goes deeper
than just credibility — arguments for belief in God. Two
greater crises have to do with Christianity’s plausibility and

o See SPIRITUALLY page 13
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BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315 Hwy 107N. « Glenville. NC + 743-2729 * Nathan Johnson
Sundays: School:10 a.m.,Worship:| | Sunday: School 9:45a.Worship | 1a & 7p. Bible Study 6p
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m. HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 « 165 S. Sixth Street
828-269-3546 * Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays:Worship:| |
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:1 | HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH Pastor Dan Robinson ¢ 11339 Buck Creek Road
Rev.Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298 The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily
Sundays: School at 9:30;Worship 10:30 sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
CHAPEL OF THE SKY Sunday Worship is at 9a.VWWednesday Worship is 6:30p
Sky Valley. GA « 706-746-2999 HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Sundays: 10 a.m.Worship; Holy Communion |st & 3rd Sundays Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
The Rev'd Dr. Michael Matlock, Rector 909a Bluegrass and | |a Traditional
464 U.S. Hwy. 64E, Cashiers, NC www.highlandsmethodist.org
CAC@christanglicancashiers.org * 828-743-1701 HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
Sunday: 9a Fellowship; 9:30a Adult Christian Ed; 10:30a 2152 Dillard Road * 526-9741
Holy Eucharist Tues., 9a; Thurs., |2p Prayer & Book Study Rev. Ken Langsdrof
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
Pastor Brent Metcalf « 743-5470 www.cashiers.church Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
Sun. S.S 9:30a,10:45a; Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals 10am; MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
Wed. 6pm supper and teaching. 8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH Pastor Zane Talley
283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m. Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| |. Choir:6 p.m.
Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m. Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Pastor Jim Kinard Franklin « 828-634-1312 « mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| a.m. Services: Ist Fri.and 3rd Sat.and Rosh Hashanah & Yom
I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m. Kippur.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m. MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH 743-2583 « Independent Bible Church
www.cbchighlands.com ¢ 526-4685 Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church. 4224 Big Ridge
3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC « Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins (4.5 miles from NC 107)
Sun: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am Weds:Youth Group 6 p.m.; Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;
Wed.:Youth 5:30-7pm;Women'’s Bible Study: Mon. 4:30pm, Tues. OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
10am; Men’s Bible Study:WVed. & Thurs. 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro CATHOLIC CHURCH
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY Rev. Fr.Jason K. Barone — 526-2418
706.746.3144 « 696 Sky Valley Way #447 Tues. - 9:30am; Thurs. - 9:30am; Sat. 4pm; Sun. - | lam
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday Rev. Marty Kilby
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship —| | am. & 7
Rev.W. Bentley Manning, Rector ¢ 526-2968 Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
5th and Main streets * www.incarnationwnc.org SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
Sunday: Rite |, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite Il with Choir 10:30 290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates * 526-3212
am in Sanctuary,Wed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, Sun.: School:10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.
Morning Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS Pastor Rev.Andy Cloer
828-526-4153 » www.fbchighlands.org Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| | a.m.
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor * 220 Main Street, Highlands Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m.
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am ST.JUDFE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am;Women’s 10:30 am Mass: Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon; Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
Emily Wilmarth, pastor, Kelley Connelly Asso. Pastor 1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: » 743-2359 « Rev. Rob Wood
828-526-3175  fpchighlands.org Sunday Rites-Holy Eucharist 9 & | | am; Coffee Hour
Sun.:Adult Ed.: 10 a.m;Worship || am. following | | am Service
Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m.Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6ép Bazaar Barn is open Friday & Saturday 10a-2p
GOLDMINE B_APTIST CHURCH www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com
(o il lEn s (ke UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:| | am 85 Sierra Drive. Franklin ¢ uufranklin.org
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS Sunday Worship - | 1 a.m.
Non-DenominationaI-ContemporaryWorship WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers *828-743-2122
www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814 Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service: | | am
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm




Highlands Police entries
from Dec. 2. Only the names of
persons arrested, issued a sum-
mons/citation, issued a Class-3
misdemeanor or those of public
officials have been used.

Dec.2

* At 5 p.m,, officers responded
to a report of $77 worth of alcohol
consumed by a woman at Mountain
Fresh Grocery not being paid for by
the customer.

Dec.5

* At 5 p.m,, officers responded to
a report of a Rolex watch valued at
$16,000 being stolen from a safe in a
room at Old Edwards Inn.

Dec. 18

* At 8:28 p.m., officers responded
to a one-vehicle accident on US 64
east (Cashiers Road) between Little
Bear Pen and Sherwood Forest roads
where the driver veered off the road
onto an embankment crossed the
road and turned over.

Dec. 20

* At 4:42 p.m., officers responded
to a two-vehicle accident on US 64
west (Main Street) between 4th and
5th streets.

Dec. 24

* At 1:35 p.m., officers responded
to a call of damage valued at $100 to
the Menorah in KH Founders Park.

Dec. 27

* At 10:15 a.m,, officers respond-
ed to a call of trespassing in second
degree at Highlands Smokehouse.

Dec. 29

* At 8:25 a.m.,, officers responded
to a call of a burglary and breaking
and entering at Highlands United
Methodist Church where a door
window was broken.

The Highlands Fire & Res-
cue log from Dec. 24.

Dec. 24

* At 12:47 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a Co2 alarm at a resi-
dence on Shortoff Lane.

* At 1:09 p.m., the dept. respond-
ed to a call of an animal bit at a loca-
tion on Main Street.

* At 6:10 p.m., the dept. provided
mutual aid to Cashiers FD on a struc-
ture fire.

Dec.25

* At 8:52 a.m,, the dept. respond-
ed to a Co2 alarm at the Highlands
Mountain Club.

* At 9:15 a.m.,, the dept. responded
to a fire alarm at a location on Main
Street.

* At | 1:06 p.m., the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on Moun-
tain Moorings Drive.

Dec. 26

* At |:47 a.m,, the dept. was first-
responders to a location on N. 4th
Street.

* At 6:1 | a.m,, the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on Forest
Trail.

* At 3:15 p.m,, the dept. respond-
ed to a call of a fire at a residence on
Rolling Acres Drive.

Dec.27

* At 6:29 p.m., the dept. provided a
welfare check at a residence on Little
Creek Road.

Dec.28

*At | 1:5] p.m., the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on Falls
Drive East.

* At 3:08 p.m., the dept. was first-
responders to a location on South 4th
Street.
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HAGANBINDER

LANDSCAPE ARC ITECTS

Upcoming

Workshop!

The Art of -
Bulb Forcing j

Jan. 23 @ 4pm
Register Online

466 Dillard Rd | Highlands NC

.com

haganbinder

Winter may not be beach weather - BUT...
It’s never to early to work on that beach body!

Call 828-349-1280 or 828-482-4430 g
to schedule a free consultation.

=
Bl ‘

Laser Hair Removal
20% off
SculpSure Body :',:1: I
Contouring $50 off per pad P oo

"

i/ ) -
- - e & -\

wlﬂi

For a complete list of our
services please visit our website.

TRF]UVFNATF } Sl

N UAS R CEnT R WWW. rejuvenatelasercenter com

Happy New Year

from the family of
Ftrst Baptist Church Highlands

® Founded on Biblical Truth
® Fueled by Chprgt/"l\:‘_)gltmgWorshlp

wWwWW. fbchlghlagnds org.
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HIGHLANDS CHURCH
9a Sunday mornings
LIVE STREAM: Andy Stanley

Following Jesus makes your life better,
And makes you better at life!

For details, text Bee at 404-307-1415

the hemlocks
on 25 acres at the base
of Whiteside
Mountain.

Align Therapeutic, PLL.C

Mental Health Therapy and Support Services

Nicole Dilbeck, LCMHCA
nicole@aligntherapywnc.com

www.aligntherapywnc.com

828-526-6370
Locations in Franklin and Highlands, NC

Paul Corbin

Owner

A&O LANDSCAPING SERVICES, LLC

828-371-2240
pcorbin |63 1 @aol.com

LISATHOMPSON
DOG SITTING

« daily drop-in visits

« overnight & extended
stays

« dog walking
828.424.4637

Kim’s Compassionate Care
Skilled Hands & A Warm Heart

Kimberly Ferrell
Certified Nursing Assistant/Caregiver

CPR Certified
30+ years experience
References Available

828-347-2542

; '|
W /

Highlands Automotive

Service A ; NC
-3 ~_ Inspection
& LR Station

Repair

A= 828-787-2360

2851 Cashiers Road * highlandsautomeotive.com

CHENINUT STORAGE

Storage Units Available
Secure 24-Hour Access
Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045 Look for our sign!

Buck Creek Rd - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Road near the hospital

* Grading
e Excavating
 Driveways
e Build sites
* Hauling
e Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643
Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com

828-200-9217 Fully Insured
Crane
Rentals
Available

Menpoza Tree Expert
Quality Tree Care & Removal |8+ years
estimates@mendozatree.com

mendozatreeservices.com

COUMNSELING
CENTER

H 1 G

HLAMNDS, NC g

BG4-481-0598
INFOECOUNSELING-CENTER.ORG

' LOCATED AT THE PEGGY CROSBY CENTER
348 5.

H5TH STREET. HIGHLANDS, N 28741
OFFICES: 201, 203 & 210

COUNSELING-CENTER.ORG 2

" WE STRIVE TO STRENGTHEN FAMILIES AND INDIVIDUALS

BY PROVIDING ACCESS TO QUALITY MENTAL HEALTH
SERVICES REGARDLESS OF FINANCIAL ABILITY.

360 MAIN STREET
ESTATE JEWELERS OF

HIGHLANDS
o e 5 .
e . ot ]
- . )ﬁ. !'Ih' r
- A ok ;u' .

WEBOV. ..
Q..’ @”%"J{&i =

‘ tnﬁs:nn

) 3y, .; . 2T
Apnnmtmunt l.'lnlr! = {2; 5 = \_,:‘
t:all“hza 526-1960 =X
Text: ?'ﬂl 855- IIBZE “' =

Emall -lnﬂnglllamls@gmall I:lllll

Kiln dried
FIREWOOD

Delivery or pickup

2460 Cashiers Road « Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com




Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Off ce: 828-526-8784
ryan.bears@allentate.com

Tudor Hall . hide28741@gmail.com

~ 828.342.8687

Local Taxi « Airport Rides
Deliveries « Vehicle Transport

> 828-526-9325 <«

Generators aren’t just a “thing” we do,
generators are all we do!

Highlands Newspaper -Thurs., Jan. 2, 2025 - 828-200-1371 - Page 13

e CILASSIFIEDS ®

Al Stoneham

Realtor-Broker

Luzxury Home Specialist
Licensed in NC & GA

Cell: 828-332-9767
al.stoncham@allentate.com

ALLEN TATE REALTORS/PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP

HIGHLANDS/SCAINGOUNTAIN/CASHIERS

Predator
Self Defense

Byrna Co2 Launcher
Product Sales and Training

Justin Kingsland
8643734022
Predatorsd.com

LOST

LOOKING FOR THE RIGHTFUL
OWNER of a canoe that was left at Mirror
Lake bridge. If you are missing an Old Town ca-
noe, please call 205-577-6630. (st. | 1/7)

FOR SALE

PETS FOR SALE - Shih Poo Puppies.All
shots. Call 706-970-1558. (st. 1 1/7)

LAND FOR SALE - 3 tracts, 7.5 miles
south of Highlands, 8.64 acres with spring, by
far the best view in the area at $200,000; 6.12
acres with spring (already subdivided into 2,
3-acre lots) $140,000; 3.99 acres with south-
ern exposure, $70,000. 828-974-1137. (2/6)

SEASONED FIREWOOD - Any size
load. call 828-342-6806. (st. |/25)

TINY HOME LOTS FOR SALE. $55k-
$85k ea. Each lot comes with water, power, and
sewer run to each lot. www.TinyMountainEs-
tates.com for more info. (st. | 1/22/24)

RV _SITE - class A only - in Wildflower
Creek RV Resort. Just minutes from Highlands
and Sky Valley. Full hook-up, concrete pad, land-
scaped and storage shed. $195,000. For more
info call 828-421-1709 or email bobnnancync@
gmail.com. (st. 1/25)

FOR RENT

MIRROR LAKE 2/2 COTTAGE. Newly
Renovated. six months to one year lease.Avail-
able starting February 2025. For more informa-
tion email Scott@CottageConcierge.biz (st.
12/12)

2/2 FURNISHED RENTAL only minutes
from Cashiers crossroads. King beds, fast inter-
net, paved access in a quiet safe neighborhood.
8-12 month lease. $2,600 month plus electric.
No pets. 828-577-0748. (st 12/5)

WORKFORCE HOUSING - 2 bed-
room/2 bath and 3 bedroom/2 bath with be-
tween Highlands & Cashiers. Includes hi-speed
internet, water, & washer/dryer. No dogs. In-
quires, Marcy (706)982-0444 or (828)482-4239,
(st.5/2/24)

SERVICES

CAREGIVER/SITTER with 40 years ex-
perience available for part-time personal care,
errands, transportation, meals, etc. Highlands
full-time resident. Robert Doe 828.399.0262.
(st.8/29)

MURPHY’S PAINT CO. - interior/ex-
terior painting/sheetrock repair/wallpaper re-
moval/log homes/decks. Insured. Free estimates.
828-332-0525 or 828-421-8600. (3/6)

NEED FURNITURE MOVED ORANY-
THING HAULED AWAY? Call or text James
of Going Gone at 828-421-2655. (3/28)

ANYTHING GOES CLEAN-UP
SERVICE Complete property cleanup - house,
garage, property, etc. Call at 828-200-2855. (st.
9/28)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN
VINSON: scanning photos, slides & negatives to
CD or DVD for easier viewing.Video transfer to
DVD. Everything done in house. Leave message
at 828-526-5208.

.SPIRITUALLY continued from page 10

reality. The plausibility is simply that Christianity appears
to not be true because of the way Christians believe and
behave. We appear to the unbelieving world to be neither
true nor good. Rebranding won’t cure these perceptions,
but only Christians who live the faith. Standing for ideo-
logical and cultural truths born of Scripture will shine a
light on the untruths, but only our living out our faith will
convert people to the truth. As Guiness says poignantly,
whete God’s name and cause stinks, Christians are re-
sponsible for the stench!

As to the issue of reality, the hollowed-out faith of
empty words, unthinking traditions and formalities with-
out power and God’s presence leaves us with religiosity
void of the ultimate reality we claim to know and live for
— the Creator God. Put bluntly, the wotld sees no “there
there.”

I demur the politicalization of the Christian faith
from both the right and left. I disdain the ideological lines
we draw between ourselves (we on the right) and others
(those on the left) that create a sense of triumphalism for
good and justice and promotes contentment with the new
political status without taking stock of the real line be-
tween good and evil that exists in all human hearts. And
for us Christians, “it is time for judgment to begin, starting
with the house of God” (I Peter 4:17). Our calling as am-
bassadors for Christ is not to convert people to our ideo-
logical — even Biblically based — sociopolitical persuasions,
but more importantly to convince them of the truth in
Christ who saves us all from our sins if we believe in Him.
And we do this best in a humble, lived faith that speaks
loudly of the real presence of the Lord in our hearts. Then
the lines will disappear.
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THE
FIREWOOD COMPANY

P "~

- | 7
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Highlands ® Cashiers ® Atlanta

828.200.3050

bobhenritze @gmail.com ® www.firewoodcompany.net

1

ALL PROCEEDS CO TO COMMUNITY OUTREACH

AN UPSCALE RESALE STORE WITH 10,000 SQ FT
OF SHOPPING!

1846 HWY 107N in Cashiers
{Across from Blue Ridge School)

- FRIDAY & SATURDAY
BAZAAR BARN 10AM-2PM

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO DOMNATE, CONTACT SKIP RYAMN AT (228) 226-2588

e Dog

Rotary Bingo
benefits
‘Shop with a
cop’

During the evening of De-
cember 19,The Rotary Club of
Highlands once again hosted
the ever popular Highlands
Rotary Bingo for 15 rousing
Bingo games, culminating in
Super Bingo won by Sammie
Leffler, joined by grandson
Walker who also won in Bingo
that evening.

The evening drew a near
capacity, and very enthusiastic,
crowd at the Highlands Com-
munity Building, with all pro-
ceeds supporting the work of

Greenway
celebrates 2024
and prepares
for 2025

The dedicated volunteers
of the Highlands Plateau Gre-
enway have been busy this year
maintaining the beloved trails
that connect our community.
Our volunteer workforce com-
pleted a total of 393 hours, par-
ticipating in 15 workdays, over
the past year.These volunteers
are the Greenway Heroes and
we sincerely thank them for all
the hard work.

This year we completed
our new map, installed new sig-
nage and cleared the trail after
the devas-tating impacts of
Hurricane Helene. Our trails
have never been easier to navi-
gate or more acces-sible for
our community. If you have
not had the chance to visit the

From left: Bingo Organizer, Caroline Cook; Bingo Winner Walker Leffler;
Super Bingo Winner Sammie Leffler; Highlands Rotary Bingo Caller Tracy

Franklin

volunteers and the Highlands
Police and Macon County

Greenway recently, we hope
you will lace up your boots and
hike your favorite section of
the Greenway.

We are so thankful for
our many volunteers, do-nors,
and supporting organizations
who keep the Greenway trail
system an important part of

Sheriff’s “Shop With A Cop”
program.

the Highlands community. We
hope you will join our monthly
workdays and become a part
of the team. Notify us at high-
plateaugreenway@gmail.com
to be included in our monthly
workday email notices. Please
Donate Today!
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SILVER EAGLE gE==

Native American Jewelry
Crystal & Gem Gallery

X

s

'Cou.rjlhfry Club Propaizsr

highlandermountainhouse.com

Highlander
Mountain
House
&

The Ruffed
Grouse
Tavern

L

AL

Your local hometown
Real Estate professionals.
3 Offices 828-526-2520

Weichert

Highlands Properties

REALTORS

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522

Chambers Rea%_
&
Vacation Rentals

Highlands is calling

Sales, Vacation Rentals,
and Property Management
Since 1941

401 N.Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741

828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com

info@highlandsiscalling.com
com/CRVRHi el

tp:
ateps://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals

Far from the
maddening crowd.

Only 15 minutes to
Highlands, this
custom built
family legacy home
has “forever” views,
3 bedrooms, 3.5 baths,
office, 2 living rooms,
wet bar.

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

www.highlandsproperties.com

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 3

Trusted advisors
providing impeccable
personalized service

Offered for
$1,890,000

Martin-Lipscomb /
Performing Arts Center
2514 Buck Knob Road
Scaly Mountain

Darlene Conley | [sv
Mountain Luxury ,
Your Dream. Your Journey. YOU'RE ,

HOME! =

by
Dedicated to finding the home you ve i.: N [ =
always wanted. ™ ¢
Cell: 404-427-2448
darlene.conley@allentate.com

ALLEN TATE REALTORS/
PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP

P e, 22

Reebes

Hardware

e T
—_I | _IE—H Park

Sy 'EI

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742
AndreaGabbard@

T gmail.com
=]
i ....I.H::_I \
1 i
ﬁ Highlands
o

Sotheby’s

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

Sotheby’s

INTERMNATIONAL REALTY

Highlands

114 N. 4th Street * Highlands, NC

Local Expertise, Global Connections.

Licensed in NC and GA
office: 828.526.8300 * cell: 828.337.0706
sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com * highlandssir.com

Wiln

W -

Slerl

CHRISTIE’S | HIGHLANDS

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE CASHIERS

Highlands Office | 210 N. 5th Street

Cell: 828-787-1895
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com

Luxury Listings
ownlain &,"

John Sheehan
(404) 790-9716




allen

Realtors*

MORE THAN 33 YEARS OF

EXEMPLARY SERVICE ON THE PLATEAU

Our clientsrateus 5 out of 5 # #4454 (&=

REALTY GROUP

LUXURY
Z)zf I PORTFOLIO
Realtors: INTERNATIONAL

VOTED AMERICA'S BEST séivis

828.200.6165 | 828.200.9179
julie.osborn@allentate.com
pat.allen@allentate.com

{1 BOCK

BUILDERS

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240

LY T
. - .
&' “

AV I1D

Deborah “Bee” Gleeson
404.307.1415
BeeGlee4@Gmail.com
and
Pat Gleeson
828.782.0472
PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.com

People ... are
the investments
that matter
most

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE
— HIGHLANDS CASHIERS ——

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com
210 North Fifth Street,
Highlands, NC 28731

My deepest gratitude to my clients

and friends who trust me with their

real estate journeys. It is because of
you; we can achieve great results.

Jody Lovell, Broker | Owner
(828) 226.6303
Number 1 Broker on MLS since 2001

Top Broker in North Carolina, per Real Trends
Top 100 Sotheby's International Realty Agent Worldwide, 2023

@ ...on the Verandah
@‘ﬁ) Restaurant

LANDMARK
REAL ESTATE SALES & VACATION RENTALS

i

5 Offices across the plateau!

HIGHLANDS OFFICE
e 225 MAIN STREET

BRIAN RENFRO CELL: 828-226-0118
BROKER BRIANRENFRO@GMAIL.COM

BERKSHIRE | MEADOWS MOUNTAIN

HATHAWAY | REALTY

HOMESERVICES

Highlands

If you want an
award-winning
real estate
experiece, choose
an award-winning
agent. /

Sotheby’s

(==

MITZI RAUERS

Broker / Luxury Collection
Specialist

(404) 218-9123

mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

*Based on 2023 sales data. Out of a global network
of 55,000+ BHHS agents.

-/ on Lake Sequoyah
828-526-2338
42 Years of Fine Dining
Open
5:30-9p
7 Days

a week

www.ontheverandah.com

MCULLEY’S

CASHMERE

Scotland’s Best Knitwear

Open 7 days a week

526-4407
242 S. 4th St. & Pop up

on Main Street ©




