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Mountain Findings and Town award 
scholarships to Class of 2025

MF awards $51,000; Highlands awards $39,250 in scholarships to 2025 grads
By Kim Lewicki

For nearly 60 years, Mountain 
Findings has been dedicated to 
enriching the area’s local commu-
nities with proceeds from sales of  
donated items at the thrift store. 

The Town of  Highlands 
Scholarship Fund is financed by 
the annual Scholarhip Golf  Tour-
nament and the 3 River Fly Fishing 
Tournament. 

This year, Mountain Find-
ings recognized 13 outstanding 
graduating seniors with a total of  
$51,000 in scholarships, for those 
pursuing certifications, trades, and 
2-year and 4-year degree programs. 

Scholarship recipients are Ca-
leb Burrell, Brooklynn Petrone, 
Aislynn Wyatt-Luck, Emily Craig, 
Gabriela Diaz-Martinez, Shirley 
Diaz-Ovando, Mallory Shriver, 

Max Deppe, Katie Earp, Carson 
Forrester, Yasmin Mendoza Cor-
tez, Rea Miller and Finn Garner.

Mountain Findings recog-
nized Finn Garner, and awarded 
him the highest amount as the 
senior who has demonstrated re-
markable dedication and commit-
ment to his community. 

“Garner, who has volun-

Mountain Findings board members John Warner and Jill Helmer and committee member Steve Parnell with Class 
of 2025 scholarship recipients.

By Carlyn Morenus
Hudson Library 

Fontana Regional Library is 
now offering a new Library Card 
option for parents with kids 15 
and under.  

Regulating book options 
for children at local libraries has 
been discussed at length by local 
library boards and the FRL for 
more than a year.

The option is now available 
at all FRL libraries: the Hudson 
Library in Highlands, the Albert 
Carlton Community Library in 
Cashiers, the Jackson County 
Public Library in Sylva, the Ma-
con County Public Library in 
Franklin, the Marianna Black 
Library in Bryson City, and the 
Nantahala Community Library 
in Topton.

This new card designation, 
which parents can choose for 

New Library 
Card puts 
parents in 

charge

MC’s proposed ‘25-’26 budget is $64,711,500
By Kristin Fox

This week at the May meet-
ing of  the Macon County Board 
of  Commissioners, county of-
ficials got their first glimpse of  
the 2025-2026 county budget. 

County Manager Warren Cabe 
presented his proposed budget of  
$64,711,500 for the upcoming fis-
cal year up slightly from last year’s 
budget.

The biggest chunk of  the 

budget, 31 percent or $20,009,691, 
is appropriated to public safety 
including funds for the sheriff ’s 
department, emergency services 
and code enforcement. Funding 

By Kristin Fox
For the last few years, the 

question of  how to fix the High-
lands School soccer field, includ-
ing the possibility of  installing an 
astro turf  surface, has been dis-
cussed at many meetings of  the 
Macon County Board of  Educa-
tion. At the recent monthly meet-
ing of  the board, representatives 
from Astro Turf  came before the 
board to discuss what it would 
take to have a turf  soccer field at 
Highlands School.

Astro Turf  began discus-
sions six weeks ago about the 
possibility of  replacing the grass 
surface with artificial turf. Rep-
resentatives from Astro Turf  
shared their initial evaluation of  
the soccer field which didn’t re-
veal anything new; the field is wet 
-- a problem the school has been 
dealing with for many years, and a 

Grappling 
over HS 

soccer field
continues
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A moveable billboard
Artist 
Bill deBilzan 
wasn’t 
dissing Trump 
or Musk, he 
just decided to 
wrap his Tesla 
in his artwork!

Last Thursday, the High-
lands Board members and 
staff, along with almost 

all the municipalities in North 
Carolina, were tracking bills in 
the legislative hopper that would 
impact our ability to execute land 
use and zoning policies at the lo-
cal level. Thursday was crossover 
day, when a bill had to be passed 
by one legislative house to be sent 
to the other for passage in this bi-
ennial session. If  the bill did not 
crossover, in theory, it was dead 
in the water of  consideration un-
til the next long session in 2027. 

That is, in theory, the process, but as 
always, there are exceptions. For instance, if  
there is a budget expenditure component to 
a bill, it does not have to meet the crossover 
provision. Translation: a bill with a financial 
attachment can continue to be considered 
for the entire session, regardless of  whether 
it was passed by one house on that May 8 
crossover date.

A funny thing happened at the last 
minute as May 8 approached. HB 765, 

the omnibus bill curtailing mu-
nicipalities’ authority to regulate 
land use and zoning issues, was 
suddenly given a minor spending 
and appropriations amendment. 
Therefore, it remains in play for 
the duration of  this session. 

We are still trying to deter-
mine if  the provision allowing 
litigants to sue local officials per-
sonally is still in the bill. If  HB 
765 passes and that provision to 
sue local officials remains and be-
comes law, I will resign as Mayor 
of  Highlands. That is not a threat 

but a promise on my part. I also believe 
many local elected officials across the state 
will do the same. Such a provision would 
pretty much ensure only rich, crazy, political 
zealots or any combination thereof  would 
be willing to serve as elected officials.

Other bills that I have previously re-
ferred to didn’t make the crossover. SB 291, 
the STR bill, was stuck in a rules committee, 
as well as HB 369, the parking lot bill, and 
SB 497, the accessory dwelling unit bill. SB 
587, the bill intended to fix SB 382, which 
was hurriedly passed at the end of  the last 
session, did make the crossover. It is sup-
posed to fix the downzoning provision in 
the earlier bill that caused widespread con-
cern among local officials.

For my gun enthusiast friends who 
were ready to begin shooting within the 
town limits, HB 9, which would allow fire-
arm discharge within town limits, stalled 
and did not make the crossover. But, like I 
have said before, nothing is certain until the 
gavel comes down in Raleigh adjourning the 
legislature.

The Town Board meeting is scheduled 
for Thursday, May 15. A closed session con-
cerning the status of  the Huff  v Highlands 
lawsuit will be reviewed with the board and 
our attorney at a 6:30 workshop session. 
The board meeting will begin at 7 pm at the 
Highlands Community Center next to the 
ball field. 

The major item on the agenda will be 
the presentation of  the town budget for FY 
2025-‘26. I expect the Town Manager to dis-
cuss our dwindling reserve funds and capital 
project needs with the board. The budget 
and these important capital projects can be 
funded this year using some reserve funds. 
Nevertheless, in the near term, the board 

Outcome of bills in legislature is unclear
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• Hydrate
• Refresh and Revitalize

May Giveaway!

 Open daily 
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Domino transactions: Buying and selling 
at the same time

Over the past 25 
years of  represent-
ing buyers and 

sellers on the Plateau, I’ve 
guided many clients through 
buying and selling properties 
in quick succession. 

One of  the most mem-
orable involved four trans-
actions stacked like domi-
noes: the first seller needed 
to close in order to buy the 
second seller’s home, who 
needed to close to buy the 
third seller’s home, and so 
on. It all worked out —but 
not without a few stressful 
moments!

It’s common here on this special part 
of  the planet for homeowners to shift their 
needs over time. Some decide they want 
more space, a cozier footprint, a better 
view, or access to club amenities after liv-
ing in their initial home. Buyers may use 
creative solutions like temporary housing, 
bridge loans, or flexible closing timelines 
to navigate the transition. Others carefully 
time their sale to align with their next pur-
chase. The right approach depends on your 
goals, finances, and the current market.

Every seller wants top dollar, and every 
buyer wants the best deal. The challenge is 
crafting a strategy that supports both goals 
and keeps the process smooth. The most 
critical factor in selling your home is pric-

ing it correctly from the 
beginning. Overpricing can 
scare off  buyers and cause 
your home to linger on the 
market. Beyond price, a 
strong marketing plan — 
professional photography, 
videography, and targeted 
exposure — helps attract 
serious buyers.

With expert negotia-
tion and a thoughtfully co-
ordinated timeline, you can 
both maximize your sale 
and move confidently into 
your next home. Choosing 
experienced service provid-

ers —inspectors, surveyors, movers — 
helps everything run more efficiently. And 
consistent, clear communication among 
everyone involved, from agents to lenders, 
reduces stress and eliminates surprises.

So, if  you’re thinking about a move, 
take heart and plan ahead. With an experi-
enced broker by your side, your next chap-
ter can be even better than the last. The 
best is yet to come!

• Jody and Wood Lovell are owners of  
Highlands and Cashiers Sotheby’s Interna-
tional Realty, the top-ranked firm on the MLS 
and home to 50 brokers serving the Plateau and 
every club in the area. Let their proven track 
record guide your next real estate journey. Call 
828.526.4104.

teered at Mountain Findings for nearly 
three years, embodies the spirit of  commu-
nity and commitment that drives the 100% 
volunteer-run nonprofit organization,” said 
John Warner.

He was awarded a $20,000 scholarship 
to support his 4-year college career at West-
ern Carolina University, empowering him to 
continue making a positive impact.

Town of  Highlands Scholarships
The Highlands Scholarship Committee 

-- Allison Tate, Hilary Wilkes, Sarah Hol-
brooks, Christine Murphy and Josh Ward 
– awarded $80,000 to 13 Class of  2025 
graduating seniors who are pursuing a post-
secondary education, and 19 renewal schol-
arships to those currently enrolled in college. 

Highlands School 2025 graduates got 
a total of  $39,250 and continuing scholar-
ships amounted to $40,750.

At the April Town Board meeting, 
Commissioner Jeff  Weller noted that this 
year, about half  of  the students are joining 
the workforce after graduation. 

Town Attorney Nick Tosco said the 
large money amount of  scholarships was 
due to increased donations this year.

“Awards across the board were higher 
due to a successful golf  tournament and 
because the Bryson family paid for costs 
associated with the event which meant 
more could be put in the scholarship fund,” 
said Weller.
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Your Ear, Nose and Throat (ENT) & Audiology Care  
All in One Location! 

Dr. Erica McVey, Audiologist 
University of Texas 

Dr. Keith Jackson, MD, ENT 
Emory University and  
Medical College of Georgia 

Contact: (706) 782-0478

162 Legacy Point Clayton, GA 30525

 
www.mountainlakesmedicalcenter.com / www.mlmcphysiciansgroup.com 

CONNECT

for human services such as the department 
of  social services and health department 
follows with 22 percent of  the budget at 
$14,163,324. Education comprises the 
third highest expenditure at $12,277,813 or 
19 percent of  the budget. Proposed general 
government costs comprise 14 percent of  
the budget at $9,338,349. 

The Macon County school system 
requested a $2,199,980 increase in opera-
tional funding; however, the proposed bud-
get only allocates an increase of  $400,000. 
Total capital outlay funding remained the 
same with an allocation of  $1,150,000. An 
additional $50,000 was proposed to fund 
the CTE PULSE Internship program.

Macon County Schools will present 
their full budget request to the county com-
missioners at the upcoming budget work-
shop on May 22.

On the revenue side of  the budget, the 
county will maintain the property tax rate at 
0.27 per $100 value. Service fees will remain 
the same with the exception of  adjusting 
EMS rates to conform to current Medicare 
allowable. 

Cabe said that revenues are slightly 
higher due to the increase in taxable value 
of  properties as well as increased quanti-
ties of  service fees collected. Collections of  
services fees provide seven percent of  the 
county revenue at $4,775,816.

The majority, 56 percent, of  the coun-
ty’s revenue is from tax collections gener-
ating over $36 million. While sales tax rev-
enues are flat with no increase, 22 percent 
of  the revenue at $14,133,859 is generated 
from sales tax. 

The proposed budget includes a cost-
of-living increase (COLA) of  three percent 
for county employees keeping in line with 

surrounding local governments. The budget 
will also continue to maintain the existing 
pay plan with step adjustments for employ-
ees.

A proposed change for county employ-
ees in the upcoming budget is lowering the 
years of  service from 10 years to five years 
for employees to become eligible to receive 
longevity payments at one percent of  sala-
ries. An additional proposed change will 
benefit part-time employees who will be 
eligible to contribute to the 401K program.

Although 17 new positions were re-
quested by county departments, only four 

were included in the budget proposal. These 
positions include two sheriff  deputies, one 
DSS position and 1 part-time SRO position.

“We need to maintain a high level of  
quality service for the county,” said Cabe. 
“We are in the service business; we need to 
make sure we offer the right services to the 
right folks in the best way possible. We need 
to maintain our existing facilities appropri-
ately as well as continuing to make improve-
ments.” 

Cabe said he prefers to plan for the 
future and proposed a plan for moving for-
ward with priorities in the county.

He suggested the county address the 
shortfalls in capital and operational funding 
for the education system. Another priority 
he identified is addressing the immediate 
space need of  the board of  elections, veter-
ans’ services and housing departments. In 
addition, he proposed setting aside funds 
in a capital reserve fund for larger projects 
such as senior services and a law enforce-
ment center.

The commissioners meeting was re-
cessed and will continue with further bud-
get discussion on Thursday, May 22 at 9 
a.m.

problem that would have to be solved be-
fore a turf  field would be a viable option.

“Initially on our visit, the field felt wet, 
and I would guess it is probably wet the 
majority of  the time or at least after a rain 
event it doesn’t dry out very quickly,” said 
Garrett Bare of  Astro Turf. “One of  our 
immediate concerns is how do we get it to 
where it is drier?”

“Our second concern is the creek that 
runs across the south side of  the field,” he 
added. “We assume that it probably over-
flows and causes moisture issues as well. 
From an engineering point of  view that is 
one of  the first issues we would have to ad-
dress from the start of  the project.”

Bare said that Astro Turf  approach-

...SOCCER continued 
from page 1
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Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
at Highlander Mountain House 

Open for 
LUNCH

Wednesday-Saturday
11:30-3p

Open for
SUNDAY BRUNCH

with Blue Grass music
10a-3p

Open for 
DINNER

Wednesday-Saturday
5:30-9p

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

Now serving wine, 
beer & coffee! 

Open to the public!

Coffee Bar 8a to 4p daily
Wine/Beer Bar:
Thurs-Sat 5-10p

Monday - Thursday, 11 am - 3 pm
Friday - Saturday, 11 am - 8 pm

226 South 4th Street • Highlands, NC 
Highlandsburrito.com

NEW DINNER HOURS!

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square • Next to Pine St. Park

Sandwich shop and 
gourmet food market

Open Year-Round
Mon.-Fri.. 11:30a to 4p 

Sat., noon-7

The Secret Garden

Call (828) 305-7509 
to place a pick-up order.

Courtyard and Indoor seating!Courtyard and Indoor seating!

531 Smallwood Ave | 828-526-9419 | Highlands

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Lunch: 11a-3:30p 
Dinner: 

5:30p - closed

Open 7 Days 
for Lunch & Dinner

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

42 Years of Fine Dining
OPEN
7 nights
5:30-9p

Open: Tues.-Fri – 9a-5:30p; Sat. – 9a-5p: Closed Sun. & Mon.
493 Dillard Rd. • Highlands • (828) 526-2762
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MEXICAN RESTAURANT
& TEQUILA BAR

HIGHLANDS
NORTH CAROLINA

72 Highlands Plaza • Highlands • 828-482-2974

OPEN: Monday-Saturday 11a to 9p

•Dining•

Japanese • Asian • Thai

Open: Mon. to Sun. (Closed Wed.)
Lunch 11:30a to 3p • Dinner 4:30p-9:30p

828-787-1680 • 828-787-1900
151 Helens Barn Ave. • Highlands

Crypto, corruption, and the 
threat to our Democracy

Dear Editor,
 I’ll admit, I never paid much attention to cryptocur-

rency. Like many, I found it confusing and easy to ignore. 
But recent events have shown that we can’t afford to tune 
out. Cryptocurrency is no longer just a niche investment; 
it’s becoming tightly linked to political power and financial 
influence in our government.

 In simple terms, cryptocurrency is digital money-like 
Bitcoin or Ethereum-that isn’t controlled by any govern-
ment or central bank. Unlike the dollar or euro, it’s not an 
official currency in most countries or globally, and its legal 
status is murky. 

 Here’s why I’m concerned: Since returning to the 
White House, Donald Trump and his family have launched 
their own digital coins and a crypto platform, World Liber-
ty Financial, reportedly bringing in hundreds of  millions of  
dollars. These tokens can be bought by anyone-including 
wealthy foreign investors and governments-giving them a 
direct financial link to the president’s family. Meanwhile, 
the administration has rolled back rules that once kept the 
crypto industry in check, making it easier for fraud and 
abuse to go unnoticed.

 Allowing a sitting president’s family to profit from 
an unregulated market-while shaping its rules-is a recipe 
for corruption. It opens the door for special interests and 
foreign powers to buy influence, undermining trust in our 
democracy. 

 Congress is starting to act, but the public needs to be 
aware, too. If  you’re concerned, now is the time to alert 
Senators Tillis, Budd, and Representative Edwards. Their 
job is to ensure our government works for us-not for pri-
vate profit.

Constance L. Neely
Scaly Mountain

Gold is screaming — Are you listening?
By David Baumgarten
david@securefoods.com

You may have missed it but Trump just showed his 
cards. He re-spoke the adage, “He who has the gold rules!”

It’s becoming harder to ignore the signs. Within 16 
months, I believe a majority of  U.S. households will be 
desperate enough to consider—if  not initiate—a collective 
uprising. Hopefully peaceful, but the stakes are rising fast.

A reminder: Half  the country earns less than $75,000. 
Imports used to make up about 8% of  annual household 
spending. With new tariffs, that number jumps—conser-
vatively—by $2,000 to $2,400 per year. But more than half  
of  those households can’t even afford a $400 emergency. 
Debt levels are at record highs, and this isn’t luxury spend-
ing—we’re talking essentials: food, rent, gas, basic health. 

We’re nearing the point where survival costs more than most 
people make.

Meanwhile, media—let’s be honest, not the indepen-
dent press but the corporate-media complex—will keep do-
ing what it does best: serve its paying customers, which aren’t 
the public. Their algorithm feeds outrage, not understand-
ing. So while our Congress caves to lobbying pressures and 
fails to serve the public good, we’ll be goaded into taking our 
collective anger and fighting each other: over race, gender, 
political tribes. BLM vs. Blue Lives. LGBTQ+ vs. Evangeli-
cals. Red vs. Blue. All while the real rot—our captured legis-
lature—sits unchallenged.

Have you noticed there has been zero mention that 
gold is the highest price in all of  human history. This should 
be front page news all across the country. WHY ISN’T IT!? 
That is the biggest news that concerns us all. Why? The cur-
rent gold price and rapid global accumulation is the canary 
in the coalmine of  mass volatility and war.

This is how democracies rot: first from indifference, 
then from engineered distraction.

The economic timeline is already in motion. First 
comes inflation—fueled by cost-passed tariffs and essential 
goods shortages. Then desperation. Unemployment follows 
as small businesses get crushed by costs and their ability to 
borrow. With no spending power left, the market collapses 
into deflation. And in the vacuum, enter the strongman. The 
savior figure. The one who offers certainty—loudly, simply, 
falsely.

He who has the gold makes the rules, right?
That’s not just bravado. That’s a warning.
And unless we organize across our differences—and 

realize that it’s not each other we should ever be fighting but 
a system built to divide and disempower us—we’re headed 
not toward recovery, but regression. Technocratic oligarchs 
funding a hollowed-out Congress. Digital compliance in 
place of  civic engagement. You will be convinced it is for 
your own good and the good of  society. A new kind of  dark 
age, lit not by torches, but by the soft glow of  devices we 
can’t afford to turn off.

Highlands Cashiers Players present ‘Social Security’
May 15 to 18 and May 22 to 25

The Highlands Cashiers Players are set to present Social 
Security, a heartwarming comedy by Andrew Bergman, from 
May 15 to 18 and May 22 to 25 at the Martin Lipscomb 
Theater within the Highlands Performing Arts Center. The 
production is directed by Donna Cochran, with Cathy My-
ers serving as the stage manager and Jayne Pleasants as the 
line coach.

Social Security tells the story of  Barbara and David 
Kahn, sophisticated art gallery owners in Manhattan, whose 
orderly lives are disrupted when Barbara’s suburban sister, 
Trudy, and her husband, Martin, bring their eccentric and ag-
ing mother, Sophie, to live with them. This arrangement al-
lows Trudy and Martin to address issues with their rebellious 
daughter. As Sophie acclimates to the Kahn’s upscale life-
style, she undergoes a surprising transformation after meet-
ing an elderly artist. The play poignantly explores themes of  
aging, family dynamics, and unexpected romance in later life, 
illustrating how even the most structured lives can be pro-

foundly impacted—and enriched—by family and love.
The cast features April Getz, recently seen as Paige in 

HCP’s The Outsider, portraying Barbara Kahn, alongside 
Ricky Siegel, who played Hector in Squabbles as David 
Kahn. Lorine Spencer, known for her role as Libby Ruth 
in Always a Bridesmaid, takes on the character of  Trudy. 
Veteran actor David Spivey portrays Trudy’s accountant 
husband, Martin, while Emily Wright plays Sophie Green-
grass, the mother of  Barbara and Trudy. Spivey and Wright 
recently performed together in HCP’s Valentine’s Dinner 
Theatre. Rounding out the cast is Matthew Eberz, who is 
making his debut on the HCP stage as artist Maurice Koe-
nig.

Performances will take place on Thursday, Friday, and 
Saturday at 7 PM, with Sunday matinees at 2 PM. Tick-
ets can be purchased at HighlandsCashiersPlayers.com or 
by calling 828-526-9047. The Highlands Performing Arts 
Center is located at 507 Chestnut Street, Highlands, NC.
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Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

In the HEART of downtown Highlands
537 + 555 N 5th Street

4.80 acres +2 homes + barn
MLS # R103334 Offered for $5,950,000

With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!
Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a Gyro! 

Salads • Pitas • Burgers • Philly Cheese Steak • Shrimp Pita • Susan’s Rueben 
Italian Sausage • Appalachian Fries • Onion Rings • Jambalaya • Kabobs

 Shrimp Gumbo • Soups
Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! • 828-482-1513 

462 Dillard Road, Highlands (across from Dusty’s)

Open for
Lunch

11a to 3p
Pet Friendly Place Where Friends Meet

Open Tues. - Sat. 

Josephine ’s Gift Shop Josephine ’s Gift Shop 
Apparel ~ Gifts ~ Home ~ Decor

at the Asia House • 151 Helens Barn Ave.

Open Mon.-Sun. at noon. Closed Wed. • 718-664-3571

•Event News•

Get ready for a day of  creativity, ele-
gance, and entertainment as High Style: A 
Celebration of  Art, Cuisine, Fashion & Mu-
sic returns to Highlands on Saturday, May 
17. Hosted by the Highlands Chamber of  
Commerce/Visit Highlands, NC, this highly 
anticipated event promises an unforgettable 
experience, blending interactive art demon-
strations, live music, culinary delights, high 
fashion, and more—all set against the stun-
ning backdrop of  the Highlands Plateau.

“Last year’s inaugural High Style event 
was a tremendous success, engaging attend-
ees with an exciting mix of  experiences,” 
says Kaye McHan, Executive Director of  
the Highlands Chamber of  Commerce/Vis-
it Highlands, NC. “This year, we’re bringing 
back favorites such as our fashion show and 
educational sessions and introducing fresh 
locations and artisans to make it even more 
inspiring.”

The schedule is as follows: 
10am: High Style Fashion Show
The Bascom | 323 Franklin Road
Don’t miss your chance to be part of  

this stylish affair in the heart of  the High-
lands. Whether you are a fashion enthusi-
ast, a trendsetter, or simply looking for en-
tertainment, the High Style Fashion Show, 
presented by the Laurel magazine, at the 
Bascom promises an unforgettable experi-
ence for all. FREE to attend. Cost: $25 VIP 
seating

11am-2pm: 
Music - Lisa Rankin                                
Art Highlands Gallery  
521 N. 4th Street

Music - Young Mountain Magic
Town Square – 341 Main Street

Jewelry Making Demonstration - 
Marci Sherwood of  Isabelle Ambrose
Village Square | 210 N. 5th Street               

Music - Byrds & Crow
Village Square | 210 N. 5th Street 

Live Painting - Pauline Marr  
Highlands Wine Shoppe  
269 Oak Street

Music - Charles Wood
Highlands Wine Shoppe  
269 Oak Street

High Style returns May 17 with art, 
fashion, music and more!

Music - Ezra and Katie
Oak Square | 210 Main Street

2:30-4pm: 
Cocktail Class
The Stubborn Bull | 445 N. 4th Street
Cost: $39     

2:30-4:30pm: 
Metal Art Demonstration - 
William Rogers
Art Highlands Gallery  
521 N. 4th Street

Music - Kettle
Village Square | 210 N. 5th Street

Music - FoxFire Boys
Highlands Wine Shoppe  
269 Oak Street

Live Painting - Cath Connelly Hudson
Town Square | 341 Main Street

Music - Zorki
Oak Square | 210 Main Street

3-5pm: 
Charcuterie Board Class - 
Chef  Suzanne Young
Bespoke Design Collaborative  
345A Main Street
Cost: $75

6-8:30pm: 
Saturdays on Pine Outdoor Concert - 	

        Gotcha Groove
Kelsey Hutchinson Founders Park  	

        Pine Street

For more information about High 
Style call 828-526-2112. Tickets for fee-
based events are available at www.highland-
schamber.org/high-style.

About the Highlands Chamber of  
Commerce/Visit Highlands, NC:

Formed in 1931 to serve as the voice of  busi-
ness, the Highlands Chamber of  Commerce has 
grown to provide services and support to businesses, 
residents and visitors. Hosting various events and 
programs throughout the year, including the Plateau 
Pick-Up, Leadership Highlands, Business After 
Hours, Outdoor Concert Series, and July 4th Fire-
works and an array of  holiday and winter festivi-
ties, the Chamber strives to make Highlands, NC 
a better place to live, visit and conduct business.
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•Here’s the Thing•

Bud Katz

209 Hospital Drive, Ste. 304
Jane Woodruff Clinic Bldg • Highlands

(828) 550-3344
www.wenzelfacialsurgery.com

Restore your youthful appearance; 
Enhance your facial beauty.

Dr. Wenzel offers state-of-the-art 
cosmetic procedures including  

rhinoplasty, facelifts, eyelid surgery, 	
		  fillers and more. 

Before

After

Call today 
for a 

consultation. 
(828) 

550-3344

Make America Great Again, For Real

If  Donald Trump has done 
anything smart since be-
coming a political figure, 

it’s been in identifying himself  
with the idea of  making Amer-
ica great again. 

In those four words he ei-
ther informed or reminded us 
that America is no longer the 
single beacon for success in 
the world. 

Our economy may still 
be the largest among developed nations. 
However, many Americans can’t take ad-
vantage of  it. Recession threats strike fear 
in investors who expect strong profits ev-
ery quarter. Inflation punishes consum-
ers with high interest rates, and increased 
costs on essentials like rents, food, and 
energy. And we’re realizing that the arbi-
trary imposition of  tariffs not only isn’t a 
cure-all for what’s wrong, but it may also 
actually increase the cost of  goods for 
many of  our citizens.

Our military is still arguably the 
most powerful in the world, but since 
1975 when we did away with the draft, 
all branches of  our armed forces struggle 
to attract enlistees in sufficient numbers 
to stand up to the threats we face from 
major adversaries like China and Russia 
as well as from terror threats and activi-
ties around the world. 

Our K-12 public education system 
suffers from a universal lack of  teach-
ers, most of  whom are embarrassingly 
undercompensated for the responsibility 
we place on them. Outcomes in math, 
science and reading continue to slip, and 
curricula are under politically motivated 
attack from both the left and the right. 

Our national healthcare system is 
by far the costliest in the world but is 
nowhere near the top among nations in 
terms of  outcomes. Physicians are buried 
under mountains of  administrivia. Hos-
pitals are pressured to purchase the lat-
est diagnostic and treatment tools, often 
when they’re not justified, while insurers, 
who provide nothing in terms of  actual 
health care, really run the whole shebang, 
and too often decide, arbitrarily and after 
the fact, not to cover many claims.

Mr. Trump probably would like to 
make America great again. I mean, who 
wouldn’t? But if  he isn’t having success, 
perhaps it’s due at least in part to self-
inflicted distractions like getting rid of  all 
DEI initiatives, his personal quest for re-
venge against real or perceived enemies, 
Elon Musk’s slash and burn activities in 

the name of  budget cutting, and 
silly talk of  annexing Greenland 
and Canada. 

Here’s the thing … making 
America great again is an envi-
able goal, but it’s going to take 
time, political courage, and a 
willingness to inflict some pain 
on almost every American in 
one way or another. The Presi-
dent is constitutionally term lim-
ited. This means he is in a good 

position to champion some changes with-
out fear of  political self-annihilation. 

For example, he could push for a con-
stitutional amendment demanding a bal-
anced budget from the U.S. Congress every 
single year. This would require rethinking 
our income tax structure, but perhaps we’re 
seeing some signals of  agreement on how 
we can make that happen. 

Regarding our armed services, he 
could reinstate a draft as part of  a citizen-
ship requirement that everyone – repeat, 
EVERYONE – put in at least two years of  
some kind of  service to our nation, includ-
ing military service. 

Instead of  wanton dismantling of  
the Department of  Education, work with 
all states to adequately fund K-12 public 
schools. Consider an apolitical system that 
prepares and enables our children to suc-
ceed in a complicated world. 

As for healthcare, I see no benefit to 
insurance company involvement. All they 
add is cost. Establish a taxpayer-support-
ed, single-payer system where physicians, 
nurses, hospitals, and pharmaceutical com-
panies can focus on making and keeping 
Americans as healthy as possible. Health-
care in America should be a human right, 
not a privilege reserved only for the wealthy. 

I’ve often counseled my children and 
grandchildren to focus on what’s impor-
tant. There’s so much nonsense fogging up 
America’s vision that we don’t see what we 
need to see to move forward. Solutions can 
be found when everyone can agree on what 
our problems are.

• Bruce F. “Bud” Katz, and his wife, Lynn, 
have lived year-round in Highlands since 2011. 
Bud is the author of  four novels and a work of  
non-fiction. He facilitates the Highlands Writers 
Group and spends much of  his time in front of  
a computer making words into sentences, sentenc-
es into paragraphs, … etc. You can get to know 
Bud better by visiting his website, brucefkatz.com, 
and you can contact him, regarding this column, 
his books, or for information about the Highlands 
Writers Group, at brucefkatzauthor@gmail.com. 
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A celebration of Art, Cuisine, Fashion & Music featuring interactive art 
demonstrations and classes, culinary experiences, a fashion show, musical 

performances and so much more.

MAY 17 - 19, 2024MAY 17 - 19, 2024

visithighlandsnc.com

THE 
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!
Highlands . Cashiers . Clayton . Atlanta

828.200.3050 
bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net

Offering Blazers in All Styles & Colors for Men & Women es projects like the Highlands 
School soccer field with a four-
step process to install an artificial 
turf  field. The first step would 
be the engineering and planning 
phase of  the project. During this 
step Joey Alexander, Astor Turf  
Southeast Region General Man-
ager, and Jesse Gardner with Civ-
il Design Concepts would work 
together to identify what needs 
to be done to solve the moisture 
problems with the field. 

This initial phase of  engi-
neering and planning would cost 
the county $60,000 to complete. 
This design and engineering piece 
would take up to three months to 
complete and an additional three 
months would be needed to get 
all the necessary permits for the 
project. 

Once the design and en-
gineering phase is finalized, 
the second step of  sub-ground 
preparation would begin. Step 
two would include the removal 
of  the natural grass field as well 

...SOCCER
from page 5

• See SOCCER 15
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Each Friday and Saturday night from May through 
September, the Highlands Chamber of Commerce/

Visit Highlands, NC hosts live music downtown.

Outdoor Concert Series

MAY 16
Doug Ramsey 

MAY 23
The Foxfire Boys

MAY 30
Nick Chandler and Delivered

visithighlandsnc.com

Friday Night Live 
Town Square | 343 Main Street

Saturdays on Pine 
Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park

411-499 Pine StreetShowcasing traditional
mountain music and local talent Featuring a variety of popular, 

regional bands and musicians 

MAY 17
Gotcha Groove

MAY 24
Mo Money 

MAY 31
The Holiday Band 

Join us for the Season Kick-off!

Join us for our May concerts!
All shows take place from 6 – 8:30 p.m.

Enjoy a one-of-a-kind performance by 
Nashville Jukebox to kick off the Outdoor 
Concert Series season. From ‘60s clas-
sics and ‘70s rock anthems to new wave 
gems and today’s biggest streaming hits, 
Nashville Jukebox delivers it all—because 
they’ve played it all. 

Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park, 411-499 Pine Street

Bronze sculpture • Paintings 
Vintage & Antique Collectables & 

Furniture • Costume Jewelry

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

•Event News•

will have to consider cutting back these 
projects and services, taking on more debt, 
or raising taxes and adding fees. It is a dis-
cussion that must be had. The last prop-
erty tax increase in Highlands was over 
a decade ago, but inflation, growing de-
mands, and post-COVID pressures have 
continued.

I hope to see you at the meeting. Al-
ternatively, you can access the meeting re-
motely via the YouTube app posted on the 
town website.

Students help promote annual Mountain 
Garden Club Plant Sale set for Sat., May 24

Pictured are Highlands School poster contest winners with art teacher Stephanie Hudson.

The winners of  the Mountain Gar-
den Club poster contest will help to pro-
mote the annual plant sale set for Satur-
day, May 24, 9a to noon at the ballfield.  
Highlands School art teacher, Stephanie 
Hudson helped facilitate. Their posters 
will be placed at local area businesses.  
The first-place winner is Wren Dalton, 
4th grade; second-place is Scarlett Taylor, 
3rd grade; and third-place winner is Say-

lor Holbrooks, 4th grade.
New at the plant sale is the “Jumble 

Table” silent auction. Bidding closes at 
11:30a. All proceeds from the sale and auc-
tion go to scholarships for local Highlands 
students as well as maintenance of  High-
lands School pollinator garden, the gardens 
at the Eckerd Living Center and the His-
toric Old Jail.

...MAYOR continued 
from page 2
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�E llFE 
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Hours: 9am-5pm 
Mon-Sat 

828-526-5999
wholelifehighlands@icloud.com 
LOCATED AT 680 M 'ITII ST, IIIGlllAMDS NEcm Organic smoothie/juice

bar located 
inside Whole 

a �.&.ID Life Market 

Discover the Year, Make, and 
Model detailed on Facebook

Highlands Motoring Festival
June 12-14

Mystery Car 
of the Week

In celebration of  the 150th Anniver-
sary of  Highlands. the Highlands Histori-
cal Society will host its Season Opening 
event on Saturday, May 24th, from 10a- 
4p at the Historical Village in Highlands. 
Though the day will feature many fun 
activities, the centerpiece of  the day will 
be a new audio tour of  the Prince House, 
Highlands’ oldest surviving residence.

Built in 1877 - just two years after the 
Town’s founding - the Prince House is on 
the National Register of  Historic Places 
and has been open for docent-led tours 
since 2002. This year, the Historical So-
ciety has created a new QR-Code based 

audio tour to supplement the information 
that docents typically provide. The focus of  
the new tour is the time period that Eliza-
beth “Lizzie” Wright Prince ran her home 
as a boardinghouse which spanned from 
1935 to 1967.

“We are excited to offer a unique 
glimpse into the life of  Lizzie Prince as 
she struggled to make a living by running 
a family boardinghouse in Highlands,” said 
Tracy Foor, President of  HHS. “She was 
accurately described by one local as ‘ex-
tremely independent . . . wanting no one 
to do for her, rather she chose to do for 
others.’”

The tour will allow visitors to use their 
own smartphones to access audio describ-
ing Lizzie’s use of  the home as they walk 
from room to room through the Prince 
House. Interviews with Lizzie Prince’s 
daughter-in-law, Ruby Crowe Prince, and 
grandson, James Prince, provide family 
memories which add first person, historical 
context to the tour. In this case, the walls 
- or at least the rooms - literally will talk 
about the fascinating past that they wit-
nessed.

“We are also looking forward to host-
ing members, locals and visitors who are in-
terested in connecting with Highlands’ past 
in interesting new ways,” explained Foor, 
“There will be a variety of  offerings that we 
hope connects in some way with everyone 
who attends. But the theme will be fun!”

The audio tour will be previewed by a 
new exhibit in the museum which outlines 
the history of  the Prince House from the 
time it was first built to today. Included 
with this exhibit is the beautiful new paint-
ing of  the Prince House by artist, Paul Ar-
senault, who will be presenting an art dem-
onstration in real-time, during the day of  

the Season Opening which will depict his 
unique artistic style and love for historical 
subjects.

The Season Opening event includes 
many other exciting attractions for attend-
ees. Local favorites, Laney and Bishop, 
with Charles Wood, will provide their dis-
tinctive musical sounds that resonate from 
the past to the present. Speaking of  the 
past, several different local actors portray-
ing the “ghosts” of  Highlanders past will 
enthrall visitors with their stories from 
early Highlands. Historical figures such as 
Helen Wright, Samuel Kelsey, Dr. Mary 
Lapham, Buck Carver and Lizzie Prince 
will be scattered throughout the Histori-
cal Village to regale visitors with their per-
sonal histories - embellished or otherwise.

No event is complete without food 
and this one should not disappoint. Begin-
ning at 11:30, there will be free hot dogs, 
drinks, ice cream and popcorn while it all 
lasts. The Center for Life Enrichment will 
also be on hand to promote their calen-
dar of  educational events that will be held 
during the summer.

If  you are not able to join the day’s 
festivities, the Historical Society Museum 
and Historical Village will be open for 
its regular summer hours from 10a – 4p 
on Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays and 
from 1 – 4p on Sundays, beginning May 
22nd. Come let their knowledgeable do-
cents walk you through the history of  
Highlands. The Highlands Historical So-
ciety is located at 524 North 4th Street in 
Highlands. Visit their website at highland-
shistory.com for more information.

Prince House featured at Highlands Historical Society season opening event May 24

Read 
Highlands Newspaper for 
free from everywhere ... 
on the street or on the 

web.
Go to www.highlandsinfo.
com. Click on Local News. 
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•Biz/Org News•

...CARD continued from page 1
    Saturday         
May 24th      

10:00 - 4:00

Live Music by
Laney & Bishop 

with
   Charles Wood

Highlands Historical Society presents its 

2025 Season Opening 
Celebration

Featuring: 

Art Demonstration by Paul Arsenault 
 Living Museum featuring “Ghosts” from 

Highlands’ Past 
New Audio Tour of the Historic Prince House 

Free Hot Dogs & Drinks (while they last!) 

Highlands Historical Village 
524 North 4th Street 

visit highlandshistory.com for full schedule

A perpetually happy dog. That’s how 
the staff  at the Cashiers-Highlands 
Humane Society describes three-
year-old Nico. Nico arrived at CHHS 
after he was found as a stray in High-
lands. He is playful, fun, and a favor-
ite of  our dog walking volunteers. 
To give happy Nico a forever home, 
please complete the adoption appli-
cation at chhumanesociety.org or call 
(828)743-5752 for more information.

•CHHS News• 

Photo by Marti Boone

Last Tuesday, the Rotary Club of  
Highlands was treated to a preview pre-
sentation of  the Highlands Motoring 

Festival by Rotarian and HMF Chairman 
Ricky Siegel and former HMF Chairman, 
now “Wrangler” Mark Chmar, also a Ro-

existing or new library cards, only allows 
for library books and materials within the 
children’s department to be checked out. 
Because this restricted card option will 
not allow for items outside the children’s 
area to be checked out, if  a parent wants 
their child to have access to any items 
outside the children’s area, they will have 
to check out those items using their own 
full-access library cards.

Fontana Regional Library’s policies 
reinforce the role and choices of  parents 
in their child’s reading and development. 

Library cards are issued with paren-
tal consent, and every location enforces 
the Safe Child Policy, which requires that 
children under the age of  12 have a par-
ent or caregiver with them. 

The Juvenile Limited Card is another 
tool that parents can utilize if  they wish. 
Parents who would like to change their 
child’s card over to the Juvenile Limited 
Card can visit any Fontana Regional Li-
brary Circulation Desk and complete the 
quick and easy process. If  parents do not 
want to change their children’s current 
access to borrow materials, then no ac-
tion is necessary.

For more information please see 
the Circulation Policy at fontanalib.org/
about-us#policies or visit any Fontana 
Regional Library location. 

Hudson Library, 828-526-3031, 554 
Main Street in Highlands, is open 10a - 
5:30p Tuesday through Friday and 10a – 
4p on Saturday.

Albert Carlton-Cashiers Community 

From left: Mark Chmar, Ricky Siegel and Rotary President Randy Foster.

tarian.
The “Wrangler” is the person who se-

lects which cars will be invited to the show. 
Siegel and Chmar laid out the schedule of  
the activities of  the four-day event includ-
ing a bit of  the history as well as several 
pictures of  the cars featured in the event. 

The event represents a major draw for 
the Highlands business community as well 
as being a major fundraiser for three local 
human needs charities. 

The event begins with drives of  the 
mountains on June 12 and 13 and a Main 
Street car parade later in that afternoon. 

The highlight of  the weekend is the 
“Classics in the Park” invitational judged 
car show featuring “The Cars of  Enzo 
Ferrari” in Kelsy Hutchinson Park June 
14 and a Gala later that evening. 

The weekend culminates with the 
“High Octane,” a “if  you got it bring it” 
car gathering Sunday morning, June 15. 

Library, (828)743-0215, 249 Frank Allen 
Road in Cashiers is open Mon.-Thurs., 10a 
to 9p; and Fri. & Sat., 9a to 6p.

Rotary hears about Highlands Motoring Festival
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 • Places to Worship •

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315

Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30; Worship 10:30
CHAPEL OF THE SKY

Sky Valley. GA • 706-746-2999 
Sundays: 10 a.m. Worship; Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 

CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 
The Rev’d Dr. Michael Matlock, Rector

464 U.S. Hwy. 64E, Cashiers, NC 
CAC@christanglicancashiers.org • 828-743-1701

Sunday: Adult Christian Ed, 9:15a; Holy Eucharist, 10:30a; 
Fellowship 11:45a; Wed: Bible Study/Contemplative Prayer, 5p

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Jacob Tedder • Jacob@cashiers.church • 743-5470 

www.cashiers.church
Sun. 10:45a; Wed Study5:15p supper and childcare.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.

Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am

Wed.: Youth 5:30-7pm; Women’s Bible Study: Mon. 4:30pm, Tues. 
10am; Men’s Bible Study: Wed. & Thurs. 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY

706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org

Sunday: Rite I, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite II with Choir 10:30 
am in Sanctuary, Wed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, 

Morning Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Women’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Emily Wilmarth, pastor, Kelley Connelly Asso. Pastor
828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org

Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.
Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m. Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376

In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
 909a Bluegrass and 11a Traditional

 www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdrof

Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

Franklin • 828-634-1312 • mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: 1st Fri. and 3rd Sat. and Rosh Hashanah & Yom 

Kippur. 
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church. 4224 Big Ridge 

(4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Youth Group 6 p.m.; Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Sat. 4pm 5/24/25-10/25/25; Sun. - 11am 

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Sun. 9a (English); Mon. 9:30a (Vatican II in Latin); Tues. 7p 
(Spanish); Wed.,9:30a (English)

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

Sunday Rites-Holy Eucharist 9 & 11 am; Coffee Hour 
following 11 am Service

Bazaar Barn is open Friday & Saturday 10a-2p
www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers •828-743-2122
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

Rev. Kelley Connelly
Associate Pastor
First Presbyterian Church

The azaleas are in full bloom here which can mean 
only one thing – it is officially Spring in Highlands!  
Spring is a special season here, for several reasons. 

The first and most obvious being the return of  our friend-
ly neighborhood black bears post hibernation. Of  course 
there is excitement of  the return of  several seasonal resi-
dents, the resurgence of  the outdoor concert series, and 
many other opportunities for fellowship and fun around 
town. But for me, the first sign of  spring in the mountains 
is to witness the beauty of  wonder. 

You might be wondering, “what is wonder?” Wonder 
is a sense of  astonishment or admiration caused by some-
thing beautiful. Wonder isn’t about emotion, though it 
may elicit an emotional response, wonder is a natural out-
growth of  gratitude. Wonder is an expression of  gratitude 
and awe. To wonder is to dream with God. Think about 
it- we witness wonder everywhere around Highlands! We 
find wonder in nature. We find wonder in a great meal at 
one of  our wonderful dining establishments. We find won-
der in art and music–which there is no shortage of  here, 
thankfully. We find wonder in another person; our friends, 
our children, our grandchildren, even our pets. These are 
all places where God’s goodness is reflected for us to enjoy 
and participate in. 

At the same time, we live in a world that is inundated 
with suffering.Tragedies of  natural disaster, war, despair, 
and even death are devastating truths that we are reminded 
of  far too often. But I believe that God invites us to un-
derstand these two realities in conversation with one an-
other. As Christians, we trust the sovereignty of  God. We 
trust that God’s steadfast love is eternal, and life giving, 
and wondrous. For when we trust God, we dream with 
God. And God’s dreams are always far more satisfying 
than our own solutions

I believe it was Socrates who said, “Wisdom begins 
in wonder,” and I would add that wonder begins in God. 
Wonder begins with God. And we trust this because 
God is in the business of  helping us discover wonder. 
And pushes us to share that wonder with one another. I 
wonder (see what I did there?), if  you might pay closer 
attention to these snapshots of  wonder this spring? Make 
note of  them. Capture these snapshots of  wonder. And 
share them with your friends, your colleagues, your family, 
etc. Whether you’re walking down beautiful Main Street, 
catching a glimpse of  Whiteside Mountain at the perfect 
hour, seeing a show at the Performing Arts Center, or just 
enjoying time by yourself, I hope that you will take time to 
delight in God’s wonder.  Because what a gift it is, to live in 
a world is a world worthy of  wonder. 

The Peak of 
Wonder
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•Business/Organization News•

•Police & Fire Reports•
Highlands Police entries from 

May 5. Only the names of persons 
arrested, issued a summons/cita-
tion, issued a Class-3 misdemean-
or or those of public officials have 
been used. 

May 5
• At 10:30 a.m., officers received a 

report of a burglary/breaking & Entering 
at Oakleaf Flower and Garden on 2nd 
Street where a back door window val-
ued at $100 was broken and a vase of 
pink tulips valued at $10 was taken. 

May 6
• Ramon Diaz Diaz, 30, of High-

lands, was arrested for DUI on US 64 west 
(Franklin Road). He was issued an unse-
cured bond. His trial date is July 8.

May 8
• At 4:46 p.m., officers were called 

about a stalking incident on Pierson Drive 
at Highlands School where a woman was 
repeatedly approached for a ride after she 
refused. 

May 9
At noon, Kenneth Linwood Forrester, 

80, of Highlands, was served a criminal 
summons for misdemeanor stalking. 

The Highlands Fire & Rescue log 
from May 6.

May 6
• At 5:51 p.m., the dept. provided pub-

lic assistance at a location on Main Street.
May 8
• At 8:07 a.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on Bowery Road.
• At 7:45 p.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on Morewood 
Circle.

May 9
• At 1:45 p.m., the dept. responded to 

a fire alarm at a residence on Turtle Pond 

road.
• At 7:09 p.m., the dept. investigated 

the cause of smoke at a location on NC 
28 south (Walhalla Road).

• At 9:03 p.m., the dept. investigated 
the cause of smoke at a residence on Flat 
Mountain Road.

• At 9:16 p.m., the dept. provided 
public assistance at a residence on Ran-
dall Road.

May 10
• At 9:31 a.m., the dept. rescued and 

carried a victim from the trail off Dendy 
Orchard Road. 

Read 
Highlands Newspaper 

for free from 
everywhere ... on the 
street or on the web.

Go to 
www.highlandsinfo.com. 

Click on Local News. 

Students seize opportunity to learn about career fields
On Thursday, April 24, the Country 

Club of  Sapphire Valley hosted a dynamic 
career conference in collaboration with 
the Boys & Girls Club of  the Plateau, the 
Education Task Force of  Vision Cashiers, 
and local schools. Seventh- and eighth-
grade students from Blue Ridge Early Col-
lege, Highlands School, and Summit Char-
ter School participated in the annual event, 
which also welcomed nineteen dedicated 
community volunteers.

The career conference showcased 
two keynote speakers: Kayla Deaton, the 
Director of  Resource Development at the 
Boys & Girls Club of  the Plateau, and Josh 
Payne, a Private Chef  and Caterer. They 
delivered engaging presentations about 
their career paths and shared essential in-
sights on achieving success with the stu-
dents.

The student groups were then led 
around the property, where they heard 
pitches from 16 local professionals who 
have served in a variety of  careers and 
roles. The diverse range of  professions 
included first responders, healthcare, fit-
ness, culinary, golf  professionals, interior 
design, construction, real estate, fly fish-
ing, cosmetology, and the military, offering 
students a glimpse into numerous career 
paths. Each professional shared insights 
into their daily work life, the challenges 
they face, and the rewards of  their respec-
tive fields.

Students were encouraged to engage 
in hands-on activities designed to simulate 
real-world job tasks. These activities pro-

vided a practical understanding of  the skills 
required in different industries. From CPR 
demonstrations to casting fly fishing lines, 
the conference was a dynamic learning ex-
perience that aimed to inspire students to 
explore their interests and passions.

Additionally, there were networking 
opportunities where students could ask 
questions and seek advice from the profes-
sionals. This interaction allowed students to 
gain valuable mentorship and guidance as 
they consider their future careers. The ca-
reer conference not only educated but also 

motivated the students, leaving them with a 
renewed sense of  excitement about the pos-
sibilities that await them.

When asked what they enjoyed most 
about the career conference, students high-
lighted meeting new people, making friends, 
exploring a wide variety of  professions, and 
gaining a clearer sense of  their future pos-
sibilities. One student shared, “It helped 
open up my range of  career interests,” while 
another said, “I got to learn what I can do 
when I’m older.”

as figuring out why there are ground water 
and drainage issues. Step three would be to 
take measurements to firm up the ground 
to provide the foundation needed for the 
turf  field. This would be followed by the 
final step of  actually installing the turf  play-
ing surface.

“There are a lot of  unknowns with the 
field,” said Gardner. “We don’t know what 
we are going to run into, it’s like opening 
pandora’s box. We don’t how long it is go-
ing take, how much it is going to cost until 
we get in there and see exactly what we are 
dealing with.”

“I am not saying it can’t be done, but 
there are risks that are involved,” he added.

School board member Hilary Wilkes 
has expressed to the school board as well as 
the county commissioners the importance 
of  fixing the soccer field. In addition to 
needing the field to be fixed for the soccer 
teams, the field is also needed for curricu-
lum as a classroom for physical education.

...SOCCER continued 
from page 10
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► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 log cabins nestled in 
the hemlocks 

on 25 acres at the base 
of Whiteside 
Mountain.

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Off ce: 828-526-8784 

ryan.bears@allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP  
HHIIGGHHLLAANNDDS & CS & CAASHSHIIEERRS NS NCC

2460 Cashiers Road • Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com

Kiln dried 
FIREWOODFIREWOOD
Delivery or pickup

Quality Tree Care & Removal 18+ years

Fully Insured828-200-9217

estimates@mendozatree.com
mendozatreeservices.com

HIGHLANDS CHURCH
9a Sunday mornings

LIVE STREAM: Andy Stanley

Following Jesus makes your life better,
And makes you better at life!

For details, text Bee at 404-307-1415

Buck Creek Rd - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Road near the hospital

CHESTNUT STORAGE
Storage Units Available
Secure 24-Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045 Look for our sign!

Crane 
Rentals 

Available

• • •

LISA THOMPSON
DOG SITTING

• daily drop-in visits
• overnight & extended 

stays
• dog walking

 828.424.4637

Align Therapeutic, PLLC 
Mental Health Therapy and Support Services 

Nicole Dilbeck, LCMHCA nicole@aligntherapywnc.com www.aligntherapywnc.com 828-526-6370Locations in Franklin and Highlands, NC 

Colleen Kerrigan, Broker
615-400-5498

colleen.kerrigan.wnc@gmail.com 

Authenticity, Honesty, Integrity 

Highlands Ollice 210 N. Fifth Street 
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Al  Stoneham
Realtor-Broker 

Luxury Home Specialist 
Licensed in NC & GA

Cell: 828-332-9767
al.stoneham@allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP  
HIHIGGHLHLAANNDSDS//SSCCAALLYY M MOOUUNNTTAAIINN//CCAASSHIHIEERRSS

•Classifieds•

EXPLORE & MAKE MEMORIES

RENT A SIDE X SIDE!

To Schedule a Rental, Call 828-482-1612
or visit

www.highlandsutvrentals.com

C C
CHARLES CHAPMAN

980-616-2931
LICENSED GENERAL CONTRACTOR

Franklin, NC 28734

Affordable Quality

WANTED
SEEKING GARAGE RENTAL for auto 

storage. Secure, long or short-term. 561-866-8631 
(st. 3/6)

FOR SALE
2022 DODGE CHALLENGER wide body 

Hellcat for sale. Only 8,300 miles. Great shape, great 

car. $89,000. Call 828-226-291 1 for details. Appoint-
ments only. e-mail is brysonsfoodstore@mindspring.
com. (4/24)

1965 SUNBEAM TIGER – restored, great 
condition. Hard top, 5-speed. 59k. Call 404-966-
0283. (st. 3/6)

LAND FOR SALE - 2 tracts, 7.5 miles south 
of Highlands, 8.64 acres with spring, by far the best 
view in the area at $200,000; 6.12 acres with spring 
(already subdivided into 2, 3-acre lots) $140,000. 
828-974-1137. (5/1)

SEASONED FIREWOOD - Any size load. 
call 828-342-6806. (st. 1/25)

TINY HOME LOTS FOR SALE. $55k-$85k 
ea. Each lot comes with water, power, and sewer 
run to each lot. www.TinyMountainEstates.com for 
more info. (10/30/25)

RV SITE - Class A only - in Wildflower Creek 

RV Resort. Just minutes from Highlands and Sky Val-
ley. Full hook-up, concrete pad, landscaped and stor-
age shed. $192,500. For more info call 828-421-1709 
or email bobnnancync@gmail.com. (st. 1/25)

FOR RENT
NEW APT. – Half mile from downtown. Fur-

nished, 2 bedrooms, 1 bath, including all utilities (wifi, 
too) $2,000 per month for yearly lease. 2 people 
max. Small pets with deposit. Call (404) 234-2516. 
(st. 5/8).

FURNISHED 2BD, 2.5BA TOWNHOUSE 
IN SHELBY PLACE. Less than a mile from town. 
Long Term preferred. Call Jennifer at 828-371-2582 
(st. 2/6)

WORKFORCE HOUSING - 2 bedroom/2 
bath and 3 bedroom/2 bath with between High-
lands & Cashiers. Includes hi-speed internet, water, 
& washer/dryer. No dogs. Inquires. (828)482-4239, 
(st. Jan. 2025)

SERVICES 
PLATEAU PAINTERS – Interior and exterior 

painting, pressure washing, decks, and sanding and 
staining wood floors. Division of Chatlos Construc-
tion. Fully insured. Free estimates. Call Mike at 828-
200-4071. (6/26) 

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICE – We take any-
thing. Call 828-200-0492 (4/30) 

DUMP RUNS. Competitive Pricing. Call for 
details. 828-421-2655. (4/30) 

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDYMAN – 
Chatlos Construction – Remodels, Additions, Framing, 
Siding, Roofing, Decks, Painting. References. Insured. 
828-200-4071. (4/30)

CAREGIVER/SITTER with 40 years experi-
ence available for part-time personal care, errands, 
transportation, meals, etc. Highlands full-time resident. 
Robert Doe 828.399.0262. (st. 8/29)

MURPHY’S PAINT CO. - interior/exte-
rior painting/sheetrock repair/wallpaper removal/log 
homes/decks. Insured. Free estimates. 828-332-0525 
or 828-421-8600. (3/28)

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR ANY-
THING HAULED AWAY? Call or text James of 
Going Gone at 828-421-2655. (5/1)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN VIN-
SON: scanning photos, slides & negatives to CD 
or DVD for easier viewing. Video transfer to DVD. 
Everything done in house. Leave message at 828-
526-5208.

• Same-day service for most maintenance 
and routine repairs.

• Top-tier diagnostic & programming tools 
– just like the dealer.

•  New tire, alignment & balancing  
equipment for precision and speed.

• Same experienced technicians.

We’re proud to be a family-owned company with 43 years in the 
business, and even prouder to now serve the Highlands community.

~ Bob Saladna, Owner

Here’s what’s Here’s what’s 
Highlands Automotive Highlands Automotive 

is all about!is all about!

We service ALL domestic and foreign vehicles. 
Also serving customers in:

Atlanta, GA | Dallas, TX | Houston, TX
Come see the difference.

828-787-2360
2851 Cashiers Road, Highlands
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•Highlands Area Events•
POOL SCHEDULE
• Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri. 6am-

9:45am, and Saturday 10am-11pm 
- 6 lanes. Water Aerobics: 18 y+ 
Mon.-Fri. 10-11am with Karen 
Chambers. Adult Swim: 18y+ Mon.-
Thurs. 11am-3:30pm, Friday 11am-
1:30pm. Public Swim: Mon. thru 
Thurs. 3:30-7pm, Saturday 11am-
6pm and Sunday 1-6pm

PICKLE BALL 
• At the Recreation Dept. ev-

ery Monday - Friday 10am-1pm 
indoors for the winter (notice the 
days and time has changed), 

MOVIES
• No Movies at the Martin Lip-

scomb Performing Arts Center at 
PAC on Chestnut Street thru May. 

MOUNTAIN FINDINGS 
• Open: 10 am - 1 pm, May 

9-10, 16-17. And May 22-24 and 
May 29-31. 452 Spruce Street. www.
mountainfindings.org

SATURDAY MARKET
• Farmers Market in KH 

Founders Park on Pine Street from 
8a-12:30p rain or shine.

ALL WEEK
• Alcoholics Anonymous: 

“Open Meetings” are for anyone 
who thinks they may have a drink-
ing problem or for anyone interest-
ed in the A.A. program of recovery. 
Highlands Mountain View Group 
holds open meetings in Highlands 
at the First Presbyterian Church, 
471 Main St., on Monday at 5:30 PM 
and Wednesday and Friday at noon. 
Women’s Group 5:30, Tuesdays. The 
Cashiers Valley Group holds open 
meetings at the Albert Carlton Ca-
shiers Community Library Tuesday 
at 7 PM, Friday and Sunday at 5 PM, 
and Saturday at 9 AM. For more info, 
visit www.aawnc80.org or to speak 
with a member of AA 24/7 at 828-
349-4357.

Mon-Wed-Fri
• Aerobics with Tina Rogers 

8-9am at the Rec Park.
• Balance, Stretch & Strength-

en Class at the Rec Park 8:30-
9:30am. The cost for the class is $30 
a month and is led by Cathy Hodg-
son. Call the Recreation Depart-
ment at 828-526-3556 for more 
information.

Second Mondays
• The local chapter of PEO, 

an off-campus sorority founded in 
the 1800s that provides grants and 
loans to women with financial need 
who want to return to school or 
further their education meets at 10 

Thurs. - Sun., May 22-25
• The Highlands Cashiers Play-

ers present present Social Security, 
a heartwarming comedy at the Mar-
tin Lipscomb Theater within the 
Highlands Performing Arts Center. 
Performances Thursday, Friday, and 
Saturday at 7p with Sunday matinees 
at 2p. Tickets can be purchased at 
HighlandsCashiersPlayers.com or 
by calling 828-526-9047.

Fri.-Mon., May 23-26
• At The Mountain Learning 

Center, Homecoming – Join us for 
our 45th Annual Gathering of Mem-
bers and Friends. Workshops, enter-
tainment and the annual meeting, 
Featured Presentation: Environmen-
tal Impacts on Wellbeing with Dr. 
Stephen Lloyd. www.themountainrlc.
org/event/homecoming-2/

Fri., May 23
• A flag ceremony at the High-

lands Cemetery at 4:30 p.m. Meet at 
the flagpole in the cemetery. As each 
flag is placed, each veteran will be 
thanked for their service.

Sat., May 24
• Highlands School graduation 

at 10 am, in the New Gym.
• Highlands Historical Society 

Season Opening Celebration 10a 
to 4p. Live music by Laney & Bishop 
with Charles Wood. Art Demon-
stration by Paul Arsenault, living 

museum featuring “Ghosts” from 
Highlands’ past. New audio tour of 
the Prince House. Free hot dogs 
and drinks while they last. 524 N. 
4th Street. highlandshistory.com.

• National Poppy Day with the 
Highlands American Legion post 370. 
Everyone is encouraged to wear a 
red poppy as a symbol to honor the 
fallen and support the living heroes 
who wear and have worn the na-
tion’s uniforms. Poppy  distribution 
sights will be at Bryson’s Food Store 
and the Highlands United Methodist 
Church 10a to 2p.

• Memorial Day Cookout at 
The Outpost Inn: From 12–3 p.m., 
guests can enjoy live music and 
cookout classics — burgers, dogs, 
and more — grilled by Chef Adam. 
$20 tickets include food; beverages 
available à la carte.

Tues., May 27
• Memorial Day “Ceremony of 

Remembrance” service at Veterans 
Plaza across from the Highlands PD 
at 10 a.m. 

Thurs., May 29
• At The Bascom, Artist Dem-

onstration with Eck McCanless. 4 p. 
• Live on Screen at the Martin 

Lipscomb Theatre at PAC at 5 p.m., 
GAOS’s Perugino: Eternal Renais-
sance. Box office@highlandsper-
formingarts.com. 828-526-9047.

a.m. For more info call president 
Paula McDonald at 706-372-3004 

• Indivisible Highlands from 
5:15-6:15pm at the Hudson Library 
Meeting Room. 

2nd Tuesdays
• Highlands Writers Group 

meets on alternate Tuesday after-
noons at 3pm. Writers still uncom-
fortable with in-person gatherings 
may participate via Zoom meetings 
For more info contact Bud Katz at 
either 828-526-3190 or at budan-
dlynn@me.com 

Tuesdays
• Strength Training at the Rec 

Park 8:15-9:15 am. Learn proper 
form and range of motion to safely 
target all muscle groups for a meta-
bolic boost. 

• At Wayfarers Chapel, Work-
shop for Writers – Tuesdays from 
5-6:30 PM. 

• ESL classes are held at the 
Presbyterian Church in Highlands 
from 6:30-7:30pm. No registration 
required – just show up and partici-
pate. Questions? call 828-526-0863 
or email info@maconncliteracy.org

Wednesdays thru Sept.
• Farmers Market every 

Wednesday May-Sept. at the Cow-
ee School Arts & Heritage building 
in Franklin at 51 Cowee School Dr.

2nd Wednesdays
• Hudson Library, in partner-

ship with VAYA Health, is hosting an 
educational series on adult mental 
health topics, at 11 AM.. To register, 
stop by the library or cll 828-526-
3031. 

2nd & 4th Wed.
• Digital Navigators will be at 

the Hudson Library the second and 
fourth Wednesdays 1PM - 3PM of 
each month to help patrons with 
their tech needs. Bring a smart-
phone, laptop, or other digital de-
vice to receive free assistance and 
support. No appts are required - all 
are welcome.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.
• The Food Pantry behind the 

Methodist Church on Spring Street 
is open from 10a-6p.

• Exercise Class with Michelle 
Lane at the Rec Park at 5:30. A 
combo class with different types of 
exercise. 828-526-3556

 Thursdays
• Kickboxing 8:15-9:15 am. at 

the Rec Park. No martial arts back-
ground necessary Contact the Rec-
reation Department at 828-526-
3556 for more info.

• At Hudson Library, special chil-
dren’s events will be on tap on Thurs-
day afternoons at 3:30 Kids Zone pro-
grams. 

Fridays
• At Hudson Library, Friday af-

ternoons at 2 PM, there’s a variety of 
children’s programs including board 
games, STEM programs, and crafts.

3rd Saturdays
• The American Legion Post 370 

meets at the First Methodist Church 
at 315 Main St. in their community 
room/909 chapel. We serve breakfast 
at 9 AM and hold our monthly meet-
ing at 10 AM. We invite ALL veterans 
to attend. Email ncpost370@gmail.
com for more information or just join 
us at 9am.

Sundays
• At Wayfarers Chapel, Sunday 

Service: 10 AM Sunday Morning. Stick 
around for visitation and coffee hour 
immediately after service. (Coffee 
hour is replaced by potluck dinner the 
1st Sunday of each month). 

Fri., Sat., Sun. – May 15-18
• The Highlands Cashiers Play-

ers present present Social Security, a 
heartwarming comedy at the Martin 
Lipscomb Theater within the High-
lands Performing Arts Center. Perfor-
mances Thursday, Friday, and Saturday 
at 7p with Sunday matinees at 2p. 
Tickets can be purchased at Highland-
sCashiersPlayers.com or by calling 
828-526-9047. 

Thurs, May 15
• Captain Mike Jolly’s Retirement 

Reception, celebrating 30 years of ser-
vice from 3:30-5:30 p.m., at the High-
lands Community Building.

• At The Bascom. Artist Talk with 
Kelly Odden. 4 pm. Free

• At The Highlander House, 
Spencer Thomas in Residence: Live 
music continues with Spencer Thom-
as’s soulful folk-rock sounds.

Sat., May 17
• At Sky Valley/Scaly Mtn. FD, 189 

hale Ridge Road, Scaly Mtn. Pet Vacci-
nation Day 10a to 2p. Dogs must be 
leashed and cats must be in a carrier. 
Sponsored by Drs. Joanne Roesner and 
Stephanie Pierce.

• High Style. Explore the inter-
section of style and culture during the 
High Style event. For more info, go to 
highlandschamber.org or call 828-526-
2112. 

• Live on Screen at the Martin 
Lipscomb Theatre at PAC at 1 p.m., Sa-
lome. Box office@highlandsperformin-
garts.com. 828-526-9047.

•Biz/Org News•

Interact Officers 2024-2025—Sergeant at Arms Trinty Faust; Vice President 
Birdie Sherwood; President Claire Worley; Treasurer Cayden Pierson

The April 22nd meeting of the Rotary Club of Highlands was led by 
Highlands School’s Interact Club officers and members, who described all 
of the projects conducted by the Club during the 2024-25 school year.

Interact is sponsored by our Rotary Club of Highlands, but is self-
governing and self-supporting. It provides young people with opportunities 
to engage in service projects, develop leadership skills, and promote inter-
national understanding. 
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 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

33

11

40
2

2

2 1

12

10

5

6
78

4
13

9

13

K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

3

Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

Darlene  Conley
Mountain Luxury

Your Dream. Your Journey. YOU’RE 
HOME!

Dedicated to finding the home you’ve 
always wanted.

Cell: 404-427-2448
darlene.conley@ allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//  
PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522

www.highlandsproperties.com

Wei chert. 
REALTORS 

Highlands Properties 

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA
Cell: 828-787-1895 
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com 

Highlands Office | 210 N. 5th Street

Tean1 RickSteve 
"The Powe1· of3" 

Trusted advisors 
providing impeccable 
personalized service 

FAYE WURM
828.200.1345 
faye@bhhsmmr.com
2334 Cashiers Rd, Highlands
https://fayewurm.meadowsmtnrealty.com/

Of the 55,000+ BHHS agents across the globe,
Faye ranks in the TOP 2% and is a 

Luxury Collection Specialist.

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

Charming 
Mountain 

Retreat 
Near Downtown 

Highlands

42 Hemlock Ridge

4 BR 4 BTH
2 fireplaces

2 screened-in 
porches

Gated community
Sold furnished

Offered for 
$2,400,000



HIGHLANDS OFf'ICE 

Cell: 404-827-0345 
Office: 828-526-4663 
patricia@landmarkrg.com 

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

9

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

42 Years of Fine Dining
Now Open

7 nights
5:30-9p

JULIE OSBORN 
& PAT ALLEN

MORE THAN 33 YEARS OF
EXEMPLARY SERVICE ON THE PLATEAU

VOTED AMERICA’S BEST

828.200.6165 | 828.200.9179
julie.osborn@allentate.com
pat.allen@allentate.com

Our clients rate us 5 out of 5

 5

MITZI RAUERS
Broker / Luxury Collection
Specialist
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

*Based on 2023 sales data. Out of a global network 
of 55,000+ BHHS agents.

If you want an 
award-winning 
real estate 
experiece, choose 
an award-winning
agent.

Why call Jody? 
Ranked the #l Broker in North Carolina 
for over a decade-and for good reason! 
Whether you're buying or selling, she 
brings unparalleled market expertise, 
top-tier negotiation skills and a 
commitment to delivering exceptional 
results. Your dream home or top-dollar 
sale is just one call away-you deserve 
the best! With over $1 Billion in sales. 
you can be the next beneficiary of this 
track record. 
Call her personally at 828.226.6303. #1 Broker 

IN NORTH CAROLINA 

$1 Billion+ 
TOTAL CAREER SALES VOLUME 

ToplOO 
SOTHEBY'S INTERNATIONAL REALTY AGENT 
WORLDWIDE 

HIGHLANDS CASHIERS

People ... are 
the investments 

that matter 
most

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com
210 North Fifth Street, 
Highlands, NC 28731

Carl Romberg, Broker, RSPS
678-936-9309

Carl@HighlandsCashiersCIRE.
com


