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Celebrating the compassion of nurses
By Nancy Lindell
Director Public & Media Relations

As the nation celebrates 
National Nurses Week under 
the 2025 theme “The Power 
of  Nurses,” the stories of  three 

WCU gets 
$10M+ 

pledge from 
Highlands 

family
By Cam Adams

David Moore and Darren 
Whatley place a lot of  value on 
public education, having both at-
tended public universities. Moore 
is an alumnus of  the University 
of  South Alabama and began his 
graduate studies at the University 
of  Tübingen, Germany, while 
Whatley attended Louisiana State 
University and the University of  
Texas.

But Western Carolina Uni-
versity holds a special place in 
their hearts, as the Highlands 
residents have pledged an estate 
legacy gift in excess of  $10 mil-
lion to the university. It’s the larg-
est planned gift in WCU’s history.

“We’re excited about the po-
tential at Western,” Moore said. 
“We’re excited for the students 

King and Queen for the night

Senior Wyatt Wilson was crowned King and Senior Karen Gomez de 
Dios was crowned Queen at the Highlands School prom which was 
held at The Vineyard on Friday, May 2. The theme was “Tangled in our 
memories.” See more photos on page 12. 

– Photo by Claire Worley

dedicated registered nurses from 
Highlands-Cashiers Hospital and 
Eckerd Living Center (ELC) stand 
out as testaments to the compas-
sion, strength, and resilience that 
define the nursing profession.

“I could not be prouder of  
the incredible nurses at Highlands-
Cashiers Hospital and Eckerd 
Living Center. When I share the 
many accomplishments and rec-

National Nurses Week

HS Highlanders athletics 
weekly recap

Middle School Soccer 
Dominates Blue Ridge
On April 22, the Middle 

School girls soccer team delivered 
a commanding 9–1 victory over 
Blue Ridge. Anabelle Hays and 
Miley Zagal-Damian led the scor-
ing with two goals each, followed 
by Aubrey Brooks, Riley Brooks, 
Akira Nolan (2), and Keeley Bos-
dell. The win reflected a strong 
team effort and excellent ball 
movement throughout the match.

High School Track Meet 
Canceled Due to Weather

The High School track team 
traveled to Cherokee on April 23, 
only for the meet to be canceled 
due to inclement weather.

Mixed Results on April 24
The High School girls soccer 

team continued their strong sea-
son with a 4–1 win at Cherokee. 
Leti Campos scored twice, while 
Gabi Diaz and Aislynn Wyatt-
Luck each added a goal.

The Middle School girls soc-
cer team played at Rabun Gap in 
a hard-fought match but came up 
short, 2–0.

Meanwhile, the High School 
boys golf  team played the first 
round of  the Smoky Mountain 
Conference tournament at High-
lands Falls Country Club, fin-
ishing 4th, narrowly behind the 
third-place team.
Middle School Track Shines 

at Conference Championships
On April 28, the Middle 

School track teams competed in 
the Tri-State Conference Cham-
pionship. The girls team finished 
an impressive 2nd place, just 13 
points behind the winners. The 
boys placed 4th overall.

Notable performances in-
cluded: Anabelle Hays: 1st in 
100m, 100m hurdles, and 300m 
hurdles; Riley Brooks: 2nd in the 
1600m; Emmalina Hernandez: 
3rd in 100m hurdles; Corena 
Dearth: 1st in shot put, 3rd in 
discus, and 2nd in triple jump; 
Ava Penland: 2nd in shot put; 
Girls 4x100 relay team: 2nd place
High School Golf  Advances

to Regionals
Also on April 28, the boys 



• The Plateau’s Position •
Page 2 - Highlands Newspaper -Thurs., May 8, 2025 - 828-200-1371

•Mayor on Duty•

Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor

For Real-time Weather and the Extended Forecast, 
go to www.highlandsinfo.com and click on Weather

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt • Cedar • Metal • Synthetic Materials

Showroom: 1511 Highlands Rd • Franklin • O: 828-524-7773 
info@highlandernc.com • www.highlandernc.com

•Weather•Highlands Newspaper
www.highlandsinfo.com 
Phone: (828) 200-1371 

Email: 
HighlandsEditor@aol.com 

Publisher/Editor: Kim Lewicki 
Reporters: Kristin Fox

Brian O’Shea
Digital Media/Circulation - Jim Lewicki 

Locally owned and operated by 
Kim & Jim Lewicki 

Adobe PDF version at 
www.HighlandsInfo.com

265 Oak St. PO Box 2703
Highlands, N,C 28741 

Al l  R ights  Reser ved. No ar t ic les ,  
photos, illustrations, advertisements or  

design elements may be used without 
permission from the publisher. 

Letter Policy:
There is a 500-word limit. We reserve the 
right to reject or edit letters-to-the-editor. 
No anonymous letters will be accepted, 
Views expressed are not necessarily those 

of Highlands Newspaper.
Obituary Policy

Obituaries are $8 per column inch. 
$10 per photo.

Payable prior to publication.

•SnapShot• 

• See MAYOR page 8

Photo by Janet Singletary

Do you have a heartfelt, funny, interesting, or beautiful photo you would like to share in our “Snap-
Shot” section? Email it to highlandseditor@aol.com or text it to 828-200-1371, with a brief  descrip-
tion and a name. No anonymous photos will be accepted.

Two special friends who mate for life

I had the honor of  making a 
few remarks at the 150th An-
niversary Toast to Highlands 

Party that the Highlands Cham-
ber of  Commerce sponsored at 
the Highlands Country Club on 
April 24. The crux of  my re-
marks was that the Highlanders 
who have come before us made 
good decisions for the commu-
nity.

Those decisions began with 
a well-planned use. One has only 
to look at the original Kelsey 
Hutchinson map that laid out 
the lots and roads of  Highlands to see that 
there was a belief  in land use and town 
planning as revealed in the map design. 
That tradition continued for decades, espe-
cially with the incorporation of  the town in 
1883 and the adoption of  town zoning in 
the late 1970s.

I know there is an ongoing debate as 
to whether our zoning is too restrictive or 
not restrictive for some. Others may think 
the town is not consistent in zoning en-
forcement. But these issues have mostly 

been decided by locally elected 
officials, although state 160 D 
statutes somewhat regulate what 
North Carolina towns can or 
can’t do. These statutes, for exam-
ple, set the procedures that zon-
ing boards have to follow, which 
are standardized throughout the 
state.

I bring all of  this up because, 
like most mayors and town coun-
cil members across the state, I am 
greatly concerned that pending 
legislation at the state level could 
end municipalities’ ability to de-

velop land use plans and zoning that reflect 
the unique needs of  individual communities. 
For instance, a substantial number of  mu-
nicipalities have passed resolutions opposing 
HB 765, the omnibus bill that would curtail 
options for local land use and zoning poli-
cies. In our county, the Town of  Franklin 
and Highlands have both passed resolutions 
concerning HB 765. The North Carolina 
League of  Municipalities is also opposed to 
the legislation.

The end of  this week may be the deci-
sive moment. May 8, Thursday, is the cross-
over day, when bills in each house must be 
moved over for review by the other body. 
If  a bill fails to cross over, it is then, in the-
ory, stalled and can’t be considered until the 
2027 session. But there are ways to get bills 
around this requirement, so nothing is cer-
tain until the legislature adjourns.

Admittedly, many of  these concerning 
bills have bipartisan support. Legislators in 
both parties may give their support to a bill 
that they believe will address the shortage 
of  affordable housing in the state. However, 
some provisions in these bills, such as al-
lowing assessable dwelling units to be used 
as STRs, will not significantly address the 
shortage of  workforce housing. If  passed 
SB 291, making STRs allowable in all resi-
dential zones will not help the housing prob-
lem.

In closing, let me paint a picture of  
what might lie ahead by the end of  this leg-
islative session. 

One proposed bill would allow five 
housing units per acre with no occupancy 
limits in any residential zone. Another bill 
would strip towns of  making parking re-
quirements for various zones, while anoth-
er would allow the discharge of  firearms 

Awaiting the outcome of HB 765
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 Open daily 
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Between a rock and a hard place
By Lee Lyons

The May 1 Investing at 4,118 Ft column 
by Pat Allen entitled “This land is my land, 
no it’s my land!” on the importance of  a cur-
rent survey before buying a property really 
hit a nerve. 

Many of  us buy properties without fully 
understanding the neighborhood, town and 
county rules and regulations. When living in 
small close townhomes with shared walls, 
knowing all the facts is crucial. You can al-
most hear people toot between the walls.

I am in such a situation and have now 
read and researched everything from sur-
veys, boundary lines, insurance, HOA rules, 
regulations, covenants, structured walls to 
non-structured walls, party walls, a deck 
verses a patio, requirements on permits, out-
door wood burning fireplaces, equipment 
such as condensers, gas tanks, gutters. Who 
knew there is so much to learn about gutters? 
Unless you are an expert on these matters, it 
truly boggles the mind. It is really important 
to get expert advice.

Sad to say, it is better to learn all this 
stuff  before you buy. I have often heard peo-
ple complain about their HOAs. They will 
get upset that they couldn’t paint the house 
a certain color. The first thing I have learned 
is having a Homeowners Association that 
oversees your community is crucial. They 
are the first place to go to ask for help and 
to investigate and work out solutions before 
things are built and as they go along. If  you 
are buying or selling and have a strong HOA 
that enforces the rules, please, kiss their… 
feet. It will save you a lot of  grief  and money.

Disputes between adjoining own-
ers turns out to be a very common thing. 
The other thing you need to know is if  a 
problem arises, you often will get the run 
around from the home owners association, 
the builder and the owner, even your neigh-
bors, the town hall, the town manager, Ma-
con county inspections. You will hear, “Call 
Martin, Call Danny, Call Josh, Call Joe. It 
has to be exhausting for them, but it is their 

job. You, however, will spin your wheels and 
waste your time and money, trying to learn 
the facts, the law. You know you’re in trouble 
when your neighbor says sue me.

Sue me is, as my mother-in-law use to 
say, “Tacky.” We all know a law suit is the last 
thing anyone wants to do. I have learned that 
N.C. requires mitigation first.

And so I am left pondering about non-
legal matters. Why do people want to spend 
a lot of  money to move into old townhouses 
which are small in footprint, share adjoining 
walls with owners on both sides and disre-
gard not only your future neighbors, but the 
rules in order to build a huge fireplace that 
should be in a mountain house not connect-
ed to anyone? And why would the associa-
tion who are also your neighbors let this hap-
pen? The whole point of  moving to a small 
place in town is to enjoy a simpler way of  
life. It’s a choice to have fewer possessions, to 
take care of  less, to be able to walk to town 
and enjoy all it has to offer, even to sit by the 
outdoor fireplace in the park. 

And perhaps this is why some folks de-
cide to move out of  town and let the people 
who have more money than common cour-
tesy take over. Yes, the fireplace has fueled 
much pondering. Probably, if  the owner, 
builder and homeowners board had sat on 
my porch when this first began, before it was 
built, we could have solved it over a glass of  
wine.

And that gave me an idea. I have set 
up a bar on my deck in front of  the back of  
this incongruent rock fireplace and gaze into 
the giant condenser and a hundred electrical 
wires, that now has a water feature when it 
rains. I’ve put out my Irish whiskey, a few 
shot glasses, a book on the best Irish Drink-
ing Stories and painted a sign:

Between a Rock and a Hard Place Bar
Enjoy the View
No rules, Anything goes
If  you want to avoid getting screwed, 

this is the place for you.

golf  team completed the final round of  the 
Smoky Mountain Conference Champion-
ship at Mountain Harbor. Carson Forrester 
led the team with a round of  92. The team 
finished 4th overall, securing a berth in the 
regional tournament.
Track and Soccer Continue to Impress

On April 30, the High School track 
team returned to Cherokee for the Smoky 
Mountain Conference Championships. 
Standout results included: Kasen Mitchell: 
2nd in high jump; Stephen Pierson: 4th in 
100m hurdles; Claire Worley: 6th in both 
1600m and 3200m runs; Boys 4x100 relay: 

6th place
That same day, the Lady Highlanders 

soccer team hosted Hayesville and turned 
in a dominant 10–1 win. Gabi Diaz ex-
ploded for eight goals, and Aislynn Wyatt-
Luck added two more.

Postseason Action Begins for Soccer
On May 1, the Middle School girls 

soccer team traveled to Summit for the 
Tri-State playoff  semifinals. Despite a 
strong effort, they fell 4–1, with the lone 
goal coming from Penelope McRae.

The High School girls continued their 

...ATHLETICS continued from page 1
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Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
at Highlander Mountain House 

Open for 
LUNCH

Wednesday-Saturday
11:30-3p

Open for
SUNDAY BRUNCH

with Blue Grass music
10a-3p

Open for 
DINNER

Wednesday-Saturday
5:30-9p

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

Now serving wine, 
beer & coffee! 

Open to the public!

Coffee Bar 8a to 4p daily
Wine/Beer Bar:
Thurs-Sat 5-10p

Monday - Thursday, 11 am - 3 pm
Friday - Saturday, 11 am - 8 pm

226 South 4th Street • Highlands, NC 
Highlandsburrito.com

NEW DINNER HOURS!

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square • Next to Pine St. Park

Sandwich shop and 
gourmet food market

Open Year-Round
Mon.-Fri.. 11:30a to 4p 

Sat., noon-7

The Secret Garden

Call (828) 305-7509 
to place a pick-up order.

Courtyard and Indoor seating!Courtyard and Indoor seating!

531 Smallwood Ave | 828-526-9419 | Highlands

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Lunch: 11a-3:30p 
Dinner: 

5:30p - closed

Open 7 Days 
for Lunch & Dinner

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

42 Years of Fine Dining
OPEN
7 nights
5:30-9p

Open: Tues.-Fri – 9a-5:30p; Sat. – 9a-5p: Closed Sun. & Mon.
493 Dillard Rd. • Highlands • (828) 526-2762
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I am Mirror Lake, and for more than half  a 
century, I’ve been neglected and ignored. I’ve 
survived uncontrolled construction runoff, 

hurricanes, pollutants from unknown sources, and 
unregulated water release. As a designated North 
Carolina Trout Stream, it breaks my heart that I can 
no longer shelter trout in my waters – my streambed 
has become too shallow and too warm. I remember 
when families used to paddle through my bays and 
channels, but now they lie choked by sediment and 
deadfall.

I need your help... and now is the time.

This year, there is hope. A dedicated group 
of  my neighbors have begun the crucial work of  
dredging my waters – a chance to restore me to 
health. Through the summer months, they will work 
to remove years of  accumulated sediment, giving me 
back my depth and clarity. I know there will be some 
disruption – unusual sounds and activity along my 
shores – but please understand that this temporary 
disturbance is my chance at renewal.

Remember me as I once was: a haven for trout, 
a playground for paddlers, a peaceful retreat for all 
who visited my shores. With your support, I can be 
that place again.

But I cannot do this alone. The Mirror Lake 
Improvement Association (MLIA) has established 
a Dredging Fund to support this vital work. If  
you value my presence in our community, if  you 
remember the joy I once brought, or if  you dream 
of  the beauty I can be again, please consider 
contributing. Your generous donation will help 
secure my future for generations to come.

To help restore my waters, please contact  
Pat Gleeson at 828.782.0472.

During the project, you’ll notice changes:
• Dredging equipment along my shores
• Varying water levels as the work 	  

progresses
• Construction sounds during working hours
• Some areas’ traffic will be temporarily 	  	

 restricted for safety

But imagine what I can become again – clear, 
deep, healthy waters teeming with life. A restored 
Mirror Lake, ready to serve as your community 
treasure once more.

Thank you for hearing my voice. Thank you 
for caring. Thank you for helping me become whole 
again.

With hope and gratitude,
Mirror Lake

Dear Highlands Community...Phase 1 of the Mirror Lake 
dredging project has begun

In the first of three phases Riversand, Inc., is removing the 
silt immediately upstream and downstream of the bridge. The 
silt is sucked up, put in huge orange bags to dewater and then 
carted away. 		  – Photos by Sara Benson and Don DeBat

Our veterans should be 
recognized not just our 

 ‘victories’
Dear Editor,

On January 1, 1942, 25 days after Pearl Harbor, my 
father turned 18 and joined the marines. He spent the next 
four years in the Pacific Theatre, much of  that time in the 
Philippines. He returned home, discharged, and looking 
for work. Soon thereafter he married my mother. As with 
many returning soldiers, work was scarce, especially in 
West Virginia. And like many he was young and had lim-
ited skills. He apprenticed to a carpenter and drove a bus, 
two things I always found strange, and after my brother 
was born, he re-joined the military. Not the Marines this 
time but the Army.

In the ensuing years he spent a lot of  time in vari-
ous schools learning valuable skills, but he also spent 15 
months in Korea, once again at war. After Korea he, and 
we, rotated between stateside assignments and foreign 
tours. He retired when I was in high school but, being 
“regular army,” he was recalled after a year and spent 13 
months in Vietnam. After several more years he retired 
with 30 years of  service. He was 49 years old. 

What I most remember about my father as a soldier is 
how he cared for his soldiers. Young men were frequently 
at our dinner table and often when a soldier had to ship 
out my father would bring home a pet that was left behind. 
This was especially true during the Vietnam years. Later, 
when I joined the Army as a nurse, he reminded me to 
look after those who worked for me and to remember that 
they were far away from home. I could not know what they 
had experienced in their service. When I too, as a young 
lieutenant, was looked after by an older sergeant, I remem-
bered my father’s words.

Every year when we celebrate Veterans Day, I not only 
think of  my father but all the young men that went to Viet-
nam from the post where we lived. Some of  them were 
boys I went to high school with, some were my friends. 
I also think about my time in the military and how much 
I learned, no matter how ill-suited I was to be a soldier. I 
appreciate my father’s dedicated service even more for my 
short-term experience as a military officer.

My father served in WWII and Korea, but what I 
most remember him for was his time during the Vietnam 
war. Despite health challenges he dutifully went back into 
service, and to Vietnam, where he took care of  “his men.” 

If  President Trump has his way those men, and my 
father, won’t even be remembered as veterans. Instead, 
Veterans Day will become Victory Day for WWI and 
the eighth of  May Victory Day for WWII. We will cel-
ebrate victories, not the men and women who have served 
around the world during and after those victories.

Rather than being “looked after” our veterans are 
being treated with the utmost disrespect by this admin-
istration. They are being fired from jobs and losing VA 
services. Certainly, they don’t need to relinquish the recog-
nition they get from being veterans. We the People should 
fight for their jobs, their services and the recognition they 
deserve.
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Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

In the HEART of downtown Highlands
537 + 555 N 5th Street

4.80 acres +2 homes + barn
MLS # R103334 Offered for $5,950,000

With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!
Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a Gyro! 

Salads • Pitas • Burgers • Philly Cheese Steak • Shrimp Pita • Susan’s Rueben 
Italian Sausage • Appalachian Fries • Onion Rings • Jambalaya • Kabobs

 Shrimp Gumbo • Soups
Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! • 828-482-1513 

462 Dillard Road, Highlands (across from Dusty’s)

Open for
Lunch

11a to 3p
Pet Friendly Place Where Friends Meet

Open Tues. - Sat. 

�E llFE 
�!� 

Hours: 9am-5pm 
Mon-Sat 

828-526-5999
wholelifehighlands@icloud.com 
LOCATED AT 680 M 'ITII ST, IIIGlllAMDS NEcm Organic smoothie/juice

bar located 
inside Whole 

a �.&.ID Life Market 

...LETTER continued from page 7

•Ink Penn• 

Kathy Manos Penn

Bronze sculpture • Paintings 
Vintage & Antique Collectables & 

Furniture • Costume Jewelry

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

Vacation Pre-Reading

When I’m looking 
forward to a vaca-
tion trip, I search 

for books set in the place 
I’ll be visiting. This year, it’s 
Cornwall in June, a trip the 
hubby won’t be taking with 
me, as he doesn’t want to fold 
his 6’2” frame into a van to 
travel a different locale each 
day. C’est la vie. 

So far, I’ve read two 
books set in two different 
spots in Cornwall, both mysteries, my pre-
ferred genre.

The Cornish Coast Murder 
by John Bude

Written in 1935, this mystery was reis-
sued in 2014 as part of  the British Library 
Crime Classics collection. Set in Boscawen, 
a fictional town as far as I can tell, the mys-
tery introduces us to the Reverend Dodd 
and his friend, the local doctor. They’re 
enjoying their weekly Monday evening get 
together, during which the bachelors enjoy 
dinner, cigars and a discussion of  mystery 
books. Each week, a box of  their selections 
is delivered from the lending library.

When they’re confronted with a “real” 
murder mystery in a home near the vicarage, 
mystery lover that he is, the Vicar can’t help 
trying to puzzle out whodunit, though there 
is a competent local detective on the scene. 

What follows is a mix of  red herrings 
and clues that will keep you guessing until 
the end. If  you’re partial to well-plotted Brit-
ish mysteries from bygone eras, this one is 
worth a read.

The Shell House Detectives 
by Emylia Hall

This contemporary mystery, written 
in 2023, is set in a fictional Cornwall town. 
Porthpella is on the coast, and its beach set-
ting is so vividly described, I could imagine 
myself  walking my dog and finding sea glass 

as the widowed amateur 
sleuth does. In her beach 
cottage, Ally Bright mourns 
her husband who was a local 
constable, and wonders what 
to do with her life. Should 
she stay or should she go? 
Should she move to Austra-
lia as her daughter wants her 
to do or continue her some-
what solitary life in a place 
she loves.

That difficult decision 
takes a back seat when the body of  young 
man is found on the beach. If  that’s not 
enough, on the same day, her neighbor goes 
missing. Joined by a traumatized former 
constable who has recently moved to the 
area, she is soon seeking answers to ques-
tions she thinks the local  constabulary 
should be asking. To Ally and her sleuthing 
partner, Jayden, the authorities seem more 
interested in speedily closing both cases 
rather than finding the truth.  

This tale is exactly what cozy mystery 
fans want from a cozy series—engaging 
characters you want to get to know, a set-
ting you can see in your mind’s eye, and a 
murder mystery that will keep you in sus-
pense. The good news is that there are sev-
eral more books, and I’m looking forward 
to seeing how the relationships develop as 
the series move forward.

All in all, these two mysteries, set years 
apart, kept me entertained for several eve-
nings.  Stay tuned for a few more Cornish 
novels. I have a long list.

Happy reading.

• Award-winning author Kathy Manos Penn 
is a Georgia resident. Find her cozy mysteries at 
Franklin Office Supply & Gifts, and on Amazon. 
Contact her at inkpenn119@gmail.com, and fol-
low her on Facebook, www.facebook.com/KathyM-
anosPennAuthor/. 

I know my father was proud of  his 
service, and proud of  being a veteran, but 
as I write this, I wonder how he would feel 
about how “his men” are being looked after 
by this Commander-in-Chief  Trump. And 

I believe my father, if  he were here today, 
would want everyone to be recognized, or 
no one to be recognized. 

Margaret Pickett
Highlands NC

within town limits. So, what could possibly 
be a problem? Five STR units per acre, no 
parking or occupancy limitations, and gun-
discharging anywhere as long as the bullets 
do not leave the premises!

We could see an entirely new townscape 
here in Highlands and other cities in 2026.  I 
hope cooler heads in Raleigh will prevail by 
affirming that land-use and zoning decisions 
are best made at the local level.

...MAYOR continued from page 2
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209 Hospital Drive, Ste. 304
Jane Woodruff Clinic Bldg • Highlands

(828) 550-3344
www.wenzelfacialsurgery.com

Restore your youthful appearance; 
Enhance your facial beauty.

Dr. Wenzel offers state-of-the-art 
cosmetic procedures including  

rhinoplasty, facelifts, eyelid surgery, 	
		  fillers and more. 

Before

After

Call today 
for a 

consultation. 
(828) 

550-3344

...NURSES continued from page 1

Pictured from left: Jessica Galloway, RN, Eckerd 
Living Center; Tom Neal, CEO Highlands-Ca-
shiers Hospital; Hollis Whitehead, RN, Director 
of Hospital Clinical Operations; Kyleigh Watson, 
RN, Highlands-Cashiers Hospital; Morgan Mar-
tin, RN, Highlands-Cashiers Hospital.

ognitions our hos-
pital receives, such 
as ranking as one of  
the top hospital ERs 
in the country for 
patient experience 
and earning the Unit 
of  Distinction from 
HCA Healthcare, 
or recognition as 
an accredited cen-
ter for stroke care, 
these accomplish-
ments reflect the 
outstanding care 
our colleagues de-
liver every day,” said 
Tom Neal, CEO 
Highlands-Cashiers 
Hospital. “I am repeatedly impressed with 
their professionalism, their commitment to 
excellence, and most importantly their car-
ing heart. I am honored to recognize our 
nurses during nurse’s week and extend my 
sincerest appreciation – our hospital is one 
of  the best because of  the amazing people 
who serve here.”

The recognition of  Highlands-Ca-
shiers Hospital’s Emergency Department 
as a Human Experience Guardian of  Ex-
cellence Award® winner by Press Ganey is 
more than just an accolade – it’s a reflection 
of  the deep, personal commitment nurses 
bring to their work every day. This marks 
the third time the hospital has earned this 
prestigious distinction, highlighting its 
consistent excellence in patient experience.

Among those leading this standard 
of  care is Morgan Martin, RN, who serves 
as the nurse leader in the hospital’s Emer-
gency Department. For Morgan, nursing 
is personal. Growing up with severe asth-
ma, she became intimately familiar with 
emergency rooms and the people who 
staff  them. “That’s how I got interested 
in becoming a nurse,” she said. Now liv-
ing in Franklin, NC, and having worked at 
Highlands-Cashiers for four years, Morgan 
finds deep fulfillment in caring for patients 
during their most vulnerable moments. 
“You are needed,” she encourages aspiring 
nurses. “You can feel proud of  yourself  – 
making people feel better on their worst 
day.”

Morgan, a Western Carolina Univer-
sity graduate, also serves as a vital resource 
for her team. She is especially grateful for 
the support of  HCA Healthcare and the 
local community during Hurricane Helene, 
noting how everyone “came out from ev-
erywhere to help.”

At Eckerd Living Center, Jessica Gal-
loway, RN, finds purpose in being a steady 
presence for her patients, whether they are 

there for short-term 
rehab or long-term 
care. “They become 
our family,” she 
says. Jessica’s nurs-
ing journey began 
in 2006 as a CNA 
at Mission Hos-
pital. A native of  
Hendersonville and 
a graduate of  East 
Henderson High 
School, she joined 
ELC in 2022 and 
now lives in Lake 
Toxaway.

Jessica was in-
spired to become a 

nurse after caring for her mother through 
chronic illness. She helps develop personal-
ized care plans for residents, ensuring every 
patient receives not only expert medical at-
tention but also heartfelt support. Recalling 
her experience during Hurricane Helene, 
Jessica shared, “I couldn’t reach my own 
family, but I was able to care for my family at 
ELC. We did whatever was needed.”

Kyleigh Watson, RN, nurse leader in 
acute care at Highlands-Cashiers Hospital, 
brings both passion and a sense of  commu-
nity to her role. Though she lives in Clayton, 
GA, Kyleigh considers Highlands her com-
munity. 

She grew up watching her grandmother, 
a nurse, and was moved by the joy she found 
in caring for others. “Nursing is about your 
heart,” she said. “It’s like saying, ‘Hey friend, 
I’m here for you and I’m here to make your 
day better.’”

Kyleigh not only provides direct care 
but also helps her team stay organized and 
supported throughout the day. One of  her 
proudest moments is seeing former patients 
healthy and thriving in the community. Like 
her colleagues, she was deeply moved by the 
hospital’s response during Hurricane He-
lene. From HCA Healthcare’s delivery of  es-
sential supplies to hospital CEO Tom Neal 
cutting through fallen trees with a chainsaw 
and personally refueling staff  vehicles at the 
HCA Healthcare-supplied gas tanker, the 
experience highlighted the unity and dedica-
tion of  the entire team. “We worked togeth-
er to care for our patients,” Kyleigh recalled, 
“and hugged each other a lot.”

These stories from Jessica, Morgan, and 
Kyleigh show that the true power of  nurses 
lies in their unwavering commitment to care, 
their strength in adversity, and the deep hu-
manity they bring to every patient interac-
tion. This National Nurses Week, we honor 
all nurses for their professional excellence 
and also the heart and soul they pour into 
every shift.
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Your Trusted Real Estate 
Professional in Highlands

561.427.8829  |  cristina@bhhsmmr.com

T his Mother’s Day, celebrate 
the heart of your home!

Whether you’re selling your mountain retreat or 
exploring options, count on me for local expertise 

and client-focused care.

Warmest Mother’s Day Wishes!
CRISTINA VIVES, broker

CONTACT ME FOR A COMLIMENTARY VALUATION OF YOUR HOME!

THE MICHAUD RAUERS GROUP
828.526.4101   |   WWW.MEADOWSMOUNTAINREALTY.COM 
488 MAIN ST, HIGHLANDS, NC 28741

©2025 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. 
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are 
registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate.  Equal Housing Opportunity.

Just a short walk from downtown 
Highlands, this exceptional 1922 estate 
has been masterfully restored for modern 
living. Inside, original oak and antique 
chestnut floors, massive stone fireplaces, 
handcrafted millwork, and more than 60 
windows showcase timeless 
craftsmanship. In-floor hydronic heating 
on the first and second floors offers year-
round comfort. Spa-inspired baths, 
generous gathering spaces, and timeless 
finishes complete the interior.

Outdoor living features open and covered 
stone patios, including one with a four-
foot Rumford-style fireplace. A beautifully 
updated guest cottage boasts wide-plank 
floors, exposed beams, and a cozy stone 
fireplace. The grounds hold a heated pool, 
an in-ground spa, and an activity barn that 
has an autobelay climbing wall, exercise 
equipment, a 30’ batting cage (or replace 
with a golf simulator!), and bike rack. 

Peaceful and private, yet close to 
everything, this is not just a home, but a 
legacy, beautifully preserved and ready for 
its next chapter.

MLS# 1000431  |  $7,897,000
6BR/7.5BA  |  4.0 Acres

THE ULTIMATE GIFT FOR MOMTHE ULTIMATE GIFT FOR MOM

From the leaders in local luxury listings:

THE MICHAUD RAUERS GROUP
828.526.4101  |  MeadowsMountain Realty.com

Happy Mother’s Day!



MLS# 1000299
$3,600,000  |  4BR/4.5BA

KARA HARDY, broker
407.617.6006
kara@bhhsmmr.com

©2025 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. 
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are 
registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate.  Equal Housing Opportunity.

©2025 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. 
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are 
registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate.  Equal Housing Opportunity.

©2025 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. 
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are 
registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate.  Equal Housing Opportunity.

Located in gated Satulah Village, this home 
perfectly balances privacy and convenience, 
and is just a short walk from Main Street. 
Thoughtfully designed for refined mountain 
living, this one-and-a-half-level home offers 
inviting spaces both inside and out. As a rare 
and valuable offering, the seller is open to 
transferring membership to Old Edwards Club 
with the sale of the house.  Contact me to 
find out more about this wonderful listing!

TAMBRIE KITCHENS, broker
706.490.5196 
tambrierealestate@gmail.com

WENDY REESE, business broker
402.630.7461
wendy@bhhsmmr.com

TAKE CONTROL OF YOUR FUTURE:

Team Up With Me To Buy
Or Sell Your Business!

WHAT’S IN A NAME?
One of the most renowned names in business 
acquisitions and sales is Berkshire Hathaway 

HomeServices. Our company’s name signifies trust, 
expertise, and excellence.

With access to a vast network of businesses and a focus 
on exceptional buyers and confidentiality, it’s no wonder 

that numerous entrepreneurs choose to partner with 
one of the most esteemed names in the industry.

I am a local, experienced Business Broker. Discover 
how my expertise can enhance your business sale or 

purchase.

CALL ME TODAY!

LOCAL BUSINESS 
FOR SALE:

HIGHLAND 
EXCURSIONS
COULD BE YOURS!
Contact me for more 
information

PROFESSIONAL. 
TRUSTWORTHY. 
DEDICATED.

Your property is in the 
right hands when you 
list with me. Contact 
me today to find out 
what I can do for you.
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Nancy’s Fancy’s

828-526-5029 
2060 Dillard Rd, Highlands

2 miles south of Main, Highlands

Wishing you a happy 
Mother’s Day!

Offering Mother’s Day Specials ...
so she can not only enjoy the day, 

but the year! 
It’s an honor to have you as a client!

&
The Exchange for Men

Shop for Mom!

F r i . &  S a t .  -  M a y  9  &  1 0F r i . &  S a t .  -  M a y  9  &  1 0

Mom and DaughterMom and Daughter
Signature MocktailSignature Mocktail

Shop & Sip at Shop & Sip at VIVACEVIVACE

Highlands • 10a to 6p • 230 S. 4th St. • 828-482-2902
Cashiers • 10a to 5p • 104 Hwy 107 S. • 828-482-2903

H
I
G
H
L
A
N
D
S

C
A
S
H
I
E
R
S

Highlands School Prom 2025

Photos by Claire Worley
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Shop Around Highlands for Mom!

338 Main St.
526-4777

(Across from Town Hall)
(828) 526-8390 

207 N 4th St., Highlands

MOM’S Deserve 
the

World! 
Happy Mother’s 

Day from 
The Molly Grace! 

(828)421-3546
361 Main St 
Highlands

(Next to Annawear)

...not for regular 
Moms ... 

for cool Moms!

355 Main Street
(in The Galax Theatre

526-4660

We’re 
thinking of 

Mom

(828) 526-5226 
450 Main St. 
Highlands

• Cookware 
• Bakeware 

• Cutlery 
• Gadgets 
• Tabletop 
• Stemware 

• Small Appliances

Gourmet Kitchenware

• Free People • THML 
	 • Mother Denim 

• Michael Stars 
 	 • Vintage Havana
	  Jeans by:
 	 Joes • AG 
 	  	 • Citizens 	
	  • Hudson 	
	  • Mother
	  Shoes by:
	  • Gola Sneakers
		  • Diba 		
	  • Blowfish 
		  • Matisse

828-526-3160

Pick out something 
cool for your Mom 
this Mother’s Day!

A Highlands tradition since 1940
Our 85th season on Main Street

Open 10am Daily
828-482-1920
221 N. 4th St.

(Across from Town Hall)

Stylish hats at affordable 
prices for Mom!

Visit The Highlands Hatter
To get your 

Hattitude adjusted!
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 • Places to Worship •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315

Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30; Worship 10:30
CHAPEL OF THE SKY

Sky Valley. GA • 706-746-2999 
Sundays: 10 a.m. Worship; Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 

CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 
The Rev’d Dr. Michael Matlock, Rector

464 U.S. Hwy. 64E, Cashiers, NC 
CAC@christanglicancashiers.org • 828-743-1701

Sunday:  Adult Christian Ed, 9:15a; Holy Eucharist, 10:30a; 
Fellowship 11:45a; Wed: Bible Study/Contemplative Prayer, 5p

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Jacob Tedder • Jacob@cashiers.church • 743-5470 

www.cashiers.church
Sun. 10:45a; Wed Study5:15p supper and childcare.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.

Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am

Wed.: Youth 5:30-7pm; Women’s Bible Study: Mon. 4:30pm, Tues. 
10am; Men’s Bible Study: Wed. & Thurs. 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY

706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org

Sunday: Rite I, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite II with Choir 10:30 
am in Sanctuary, Wed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, 

Morning Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Women’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Emily Wilmarth, pastor, Kelley Connelly Asso. Pastor
828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org

Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.
Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m. Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376

In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
 909a Bluegrass and 11a Traditional

 www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdrof

Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

Franklin • 828-634-1312 • mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: 1st Fri. and 3rd Sat. and Rosh Hashanah & Yom 

Kippur. 
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church. 4224 Big Ridge 

(4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Youth Group 6 p.m.; Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Sat. 4pm 5/24/25-10/25/25; Sun. - 11am 

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Sun. 9a (English); Mon. 9:30a (Vatican II in Latin); Tues. 7p 
(Spanish); Wed.,9:30a (English)

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

Sunday Rites-Holy Eucharist 9 & 11 am; Coffee Hour 
following 11 am Service

Bazaar Barn is open Friday & Saturday 10a-2p
www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers •828-743-2122
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

Jacob Tedder
Congregational Pastor
Christ Church of the Valley
jacob@cashiers.church

Worthy 
of our 
wonder

Every Sunday morning the same thing happens to me. 
Yes, we have church and I preach the sermon, but 
something else always happens. Do you know what 

it is? It probably happens to you too. I get a notification on 
my phone that tells me how many hours I spent on it for the 
past week. Most days I disregard it, already knowing that I have 
spent an astronomical amount of  time on it. But I was reading 
something in Scripture the other day that made me abruptly 
stop and proverbially “put the phone down for good.” 

After Lent, I was reading the letter to the Colossians and 
I came across a passage that smacked me in the face. In Colos-
sians 1:9-10, Paul tells us “And so, from the day we heard, we 
have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be filled 
with the knowledge of  his will in all spiritual wisdom and un-
derstanding, so as to walk in a manner worthy of  the Lord, fully 
pleasing to him….” I was immediately convicted. In my heart, 
I knew I had not been walking in a manner that is worthy of  
the Lord.

I know I am not alone in this. Studies show that we are 
spending more time on our phones than ever before. It’s actu-
ally called the “blue light” epidemic. But this makes us ask the 
question, why does it matter? What’s the big deal? Paul tells us 
why – it distracts us from his “glory” (vs 11-23) and it takes 
away from our wonder.

When you have everything, you could ever want at the 
touch of  your fingers, then you cease to wonder. You cease to 
be struck by joy. My children delight in almost anything – the 
worms in the ground, a fire in the fire pit, a bed time story. They 
have not lost their wonder. But, a lot of  us older folks have. 
We’ve grown disenfranchised by life. Nothing is excitable any 
more. Why? Paul seems to tell us in Colossians, “you’ve taken 
your eyes off  the prize.” Instead of  our eyes being fixed on the 
Creator of  the universe, they’re fixed on ourselves. And, as it 
turns out, we are very small. 

In the 1980s, Charles Meisner wrote a scientific article 
called “First Things” where he described Albert Einstein’s re-
lationship with God. He said, “(Einstein) must have looked at 
what their preachers said about God and felt that they were 
blaspheming. He had seen much more Majesty than they had 
ever imagined and they were just not talking about the real 
thing. My guess is that he simply felt that religions he had run 
across did not have a proper respect for the author of  the uni-
verse.” These are shocking and condemning words (especially 
as a preacher). But…he is right. That has been me. Has it been 
you too?

The wonder in which I am talking about is not necessarily an 
“earthly” wonder. Sure, the world is beautiful and it is God’s creation. 
This is what Einstein saw. But the real wonder is not to observe things 
about God but to come in contact with the God of the universe. And 
it happens through a relationship. Nothing else compares actually get-
ting to experience the Creator who personally made everything. Far 
too often we simply don’t care enough to experience Him. God is wor-
thy of our wonder. And He glorious to behold. 
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•Police & Fire Reports•
Highlands Police en-

tries from April 28. Only 
the names of persons ar-
rested, issued a summons/
citation, issued a Class-3 
misdemeanor or those of 
public officials have been 
used. 

April 28
• At 3 p.m., officers were 

called about a shoplifting in-
cident at Reeves Hardware 
where two pocket knives were 
taken at two different times.

• At 3:30 p.m., officers re-
sponded to a one-vehicle acci-
dent in the overflow parking at 
the Rec Park.

April 29
• At 11 a.m., officers re-

sponded to a call of damage to 
the dog park where a fence was 
knocked over.

April 30
• At 12:47 p.m., officers re-

sponded to a one-vehicle acci-
dent on Moorewood Road.

May 2
• Officers responded to a 

call of someone scamming a 78-
year old man into sending money 
via gift cards at the Highlands 
Mountain Club.

The Highlands Fire & 
Rescue log from April 29.

April 29
• At 6:19 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a CO2 alarm at a 
residence on Many Road.

April 30
• At 5:12 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Sagee Woods Dr.

May 1
• At 12:27 p.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence 
on Clearview Drive.

May 2
• At 3:56 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a motor vehicle ac-
cident on Horse Cove Road.

• At 6:52 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a motor vehicle ac-
cident on NC 106 (Dillard Road).

A celebration of Art, Cuisine, Fashion & Music featuring interactive art demonstrations and classes, 
culinary experiences, a fashion show, musical performances and so much more.

MAY 17 - 19, 2024MAY 17 - 19, 2024

visithighlandsnc.com

May 3
• At 5:08 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at a loca-
tion on Main Street.

• At 9:44 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence 
on Arnold Road.

• At 10:31 p.m., the dept. 
provided public assistance at a 
location on Main Street.

May 4
• At 4:44 p.m., the dept. pro-

vided public assistance at a loca-
tion on Horse Cove Road.

May 5
• At 7:07 a.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at a loca-
tion on Pierson Drive.

• At 4:04 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Ridge Lane.

May 6
• At 5:39 a.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at a loca-
tion on Main Street.

• At 7:07 a.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence 
on Morewood Circle.

THE 
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!
Highlands . Cashiers . Clayton . Atlanta

828.200.3050 
bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net



Page 16 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., May 8, 2025 - 828-200-1371

► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 log cabins nestled in 
the hemlocks 

on 25 acres at the base 
of Whiteside 
Mountain.

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Off ce: 828-526-8784 

ryan.bears@allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP  
HHIIGGHHLLAANNDDS & CS & CAASHSHIIEERRS NS NCC

2460 Cashiers Road • Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com

Kiln dried 
FIREWOODFIREWOOD
Delivery or pickup

Quality Tree Care & Removal 18+ years

Fully Insured828-200-9217

estimates@mendozatree.com
mendozatreeservices.com

HIGHLANDS CHURCH
9a Sunday mornings

LIVE STREAM: Andy Stanley

Following Jesus makes your life better,
And makes you better at life!

For details, text Bee at 404-307-1415

Buck Creek Rd - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Road near the hospital

CHESTNUT STORAGE
Storage Units Available
Secure 24-Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045 Look for our sign!

Crane 
Rentals 

Available

• • •

LISA THOMPSON
DOG SITTING

• daily drop-in visits
• overnight & extended 

stays
• dog walking

 828.424.4637

Align Therapeutic, PLLC 
Mental Health Therapy and Support Services 

Nicole Dilbeck, LCMHCA nicole@aligntherapywnc.com www.aligntherapywnc.com 828-526-6370Locations in Franklin and Highlands, NC 

Colleen Kerrigan, Broker
615-400-5498

colleen.kerrigan.wnc@gmail.com 

Authenticity, Honesty, Integrity 

Highlands Ollice 210 N. Fifth Street 



Spring 
“Welcome to Highlands” 

offer through the 
month of May. 

$30 off any oil 
service

May not be combined with any 
other special
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Al  Stoneham
Realtor-Broker 

Luxury Home Specialist 
Licensed in NC & GA

Cell: 828-332-9767
al.stoneham@allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP  
HIHIGGHLHLAANNDSDS//SSCCAALLYY M MOOUUNNTTAAIINN//CCAASSHIHIEERRSS

•Classifieds•

EXPLORE & MAKE MEMORIES

RENT A SIDE X SIDE!

To Schedule a Rental, Call 828-482-1612
or visit

www.highlandsutvrentals.com

C C
CHARLES CHAPMAN

980-616-2931
LICENSED GENERAL CONTRACTOR

Franklin, NC 28734

Affordable Quality

WANTED
SEEKING GARAGE RENTAL for auto storage. 

Secure, long or short-term. 561-866-8631 (st. 3/6)
FOR SALE
2022 DODGE CHALLENGER wide body Hell-

cat for sale. Only 8,300 miles. Great shape, great car. 
$89,000. Call 828-226-291 1 for details. Appointments 
only. e-mail is brysonsfoodstore@mindspring.com. (4/24)

1965 SUNBEAM TIGER – restored, great condi-
tion. Hard top, 5-speed. 59k. Call 404-966-0283. (st. 3/6)

LAND FOR SALE - 2 tracts, 7.5 miles south of 
Highlands, 8.64 acres with spring, by far the best view in 
the area at $200,000; 6.12 acres with spring (already sub-
divided into 2, 3-acre lots) $140,000. 828-974-1137. (5/1)

SEASONED FIREWOOD - Any size load. call 
828-342-6806. (st. 1/25)

TINY HOME LOTS FOR SALE. $55k-$85k 
ea. Each lot comes with water, power, and sewer run to 
each lot. www.TinyMountainEstates.com for more info. 
(10/30/25)

RV SITE - Class A only - in Wildflower Creek RV 
Resort. Just minutes from Highlands and Sky Valley. Full 
hook-up, concrete pad, landscaped and storage shed. 
$192,500. For more info call 828-421-1709 or email 
bobnnancync@gmail.com. (st. 1/25)

FOR RENT

UNIQUE LAKE GLENVILLE PROPERTY for rent. 
Big views, easy acess. 2-3 BD, 2BA, studio, filly furnished. Rno-
vated. Long Term rental $3,000/mth. Call 267-374-0446. Hayes-
ecoart@gmail.com 

NEW APT. – Half mile from downtown. Furnished, 
2 bedrooms, 1 bath, including all utilities (wifi, too) $2,000 
per month for yearly lease. 2 people max. Small pets with 
deposit. Call (404) 234-2516. (st. 5/8).

FURNISHED 2BD, 2.5BA TOWNHOUSE IN 
SHELBY PLACE. Less than a mile from town. Long 
Term preferred. Call Jennifer at 828-371-2582 (st. 2/6)

WORKFORCE HOUSING - 2 bedroom/2 bath 
and 3 bedroom/2 bath with between Highlands & Ca-
shiers. Includes hi-speed internet, water, & washer/dryer. 
No dogs. Inquires. (828)482-4239, (st. Jan. 2025)

SERVICES 
PLATEAU PAINTERS – Interior and exterior 

painting, pressure washing, decks, and sanding and stain-
ing wood floors. Division of Chatlos Construction. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. Call Mike at 828-200-4071. (6/26) 

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICE – We take anything. 
Call 828-200-0492 (4/30) 

DUMP RUNS. Competitive Pricing. Call for details. 
828-421-2655. (4/30) 

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDYMAN – 
Chatlos Construction – Remodels, Additions, Framing, 
Siding, Roofing, Decks, Painting. References. Insured. 828-
200-4071. (4/30)

CAREGIVER/SITTER with 40 years experience 
available for part-time personal care, errands, transporta-
tion, meals, etc. Highlands full-time resident. Robert Doe 
828.399.0262. (st. 8/29)

MURPHY’S PAINT CO. - interior/exterior paint-
ing/sheetrock repair/wallpaper removal/log homes/decks. 
Insured. Free estimates. 828-332-0525 or 828-421-8600. 
(3/28)

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR ANYTHING 
HAULED AWAY? Call or text James of Going Gone at 
828-421-2655. (5/1)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN VINSON: 
scanning photos, slides & negatives to CD or DVD for 
easier viewing. Video transfer to DVD. Everything done in 
house. Leave message at 828-526-5208.

• Turnaround times slashed in half.
• Same-day service for most maintenance   

and routine repairs.
• Top-tier diagnostic & programming tools – 

just like the dealer.
•  New tire, alignment & balancing  
equipment for precision and speed.

• Same experienced technicians, with a 
streamlined front office.

We’re proud to be a family-owned company with 43 years in the 
business, and even prouder to now serve the Highlands community.

~ Bob Saladna, Owner

Here’s what’s Here’s what’s NEWNEW at  at 
Highlands Automotive!Highlands Automotive!

“We’re NOT just a European repair shop; We 
proudly service ALL domestic and foreign vehicles. 

We’re committed to exceptional  
customer service, honest repairs, and the best  

warranty in the industry – 3 years or 36,000 miles. 
We know local drivers expect honesty, quality and 

fast turnaround.
~ Bob Saladna, Owner

Also serving customers in:
Atlanta, GA | Dallas, TX | Houston, TX

Come see the difference.

828-787-2360
2851 Cashiers Road, Highlands

Spring 
“Welcome to Highlands” 

offer through the 
month of May. 

May not be combined with any 
other special

10% off up to $150
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•Highlands Area Events•

...PLEDGE continued from page 1

POOL SCHEDULE
• Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri. 6am-

• At the Ruffed Grouse, 
Mother’s Day Brunch: Treat Mom 
to dishes like Crab Cake Benedict, 
Backwoods Bakery cinnamon rolls, 
and a local mushroom quiche with 
smoked bacon and Swiss. Reserva-
tions available on Resy.

• At PAC, Steep Canyon Rang-
ers at 4 pm. For tickets call (828) 
526-9047 or email: highlandspacnc@
gmail.com 

Wed., May 14
• Looking for summer work? 

NCWorks job fair at HC Hospital 
from 2-4p. Food and fun. 

Fri., Sat., Sun. – May 15-18
• The Highlands Cashiers Play-

ers present present Social Security, 
a heartwarming comedy at the Mar-
tin Lipscomb Theater within the 
Highlands Performing Arts Center. 
Performances Thursday, Friday, and 
Saturday at 7p with Sunday matinees 
at 2p. Tickets can be purchased at 
HighlandsCashiersPlayers.com or 
by calling 828-526-9047. 

Thurs, May 15
• Captain Mike Jolly’s Retire-

ment Reception, celebrating 30 years 
of service from 3:30-5:30 p.m., at the 
Highlands Community Building.

• At The Bascom. Artist Talk 
with Kelly Odden. 4 pm. Free

• At The Highlander House, 
Spencer Thomas in Residence: 
Live music continues with Spencer 
Thomas’s soulful folk-rock sounds.

Sat., May 17
• At Sky Valley/Scaly Mtn. FD, 

189 hale Ridge Road, Scaly Mtn. Pet 
Vaccination Day 10a to 2p. Dogs 
must be leashed and cats must be in 
a carrier. Sponsored by Drs. Joanne 
Roesner and Stephanie Pierce.

• High Style. Explore the inter-
section of style and culture during 
the High Style event. For more info, 
go to highlandschamber.org or call 
828-526-2112. 

• Live on Screen at the Martin 
Lipscomb Theatre at PAC at 1 p.m., 
Salome. Box office@highlandsper-
formingarts.com. 828-526-9047.

Thurs. - Sun., May 22-25
• The Highlands Cashiers 

Players present present Social Se-
curity, a heartwarming comedy 
at the Martin Lipscomb Theater 
within the Highlands Performing 
Arts Center. Performances Thurs-
day, Friday, and Saturday at 7p with 
Sunday matinees at 2p. Tickets can 
be purchased at HighlandsCashier-
sPlayers.com or by calling 828-526-
9047.

Fri.-Mon., May 23-26
• At The Mountain Learning 

Center, Homecoming – Join us for 
our 45th Annual Gathering of Mem-
bers and Friends. Workshops, enter-
tainment and the annual meeting, 
Featured Presentation: Environmen-
tal Impacts on Wellbeing with Dr. 
Stephen Lloyd. www.themountain-
rlc.org/event/homecoming-2/

Sat., May 24
• Highlands School graduation 

at 10 am, in the New Gym.
• Memorial Day Cookout at 

The Outpost Inn: From 12–3 p.m., 
guests can enjoy live music and 
cookout classics — burgers, dogs, 
and more — grilled by Chef Adam. 
$20 tickets include food; beverages 
available à la carte.

Thurs., May 29
• At The Bascom, Artist Dem-

onstration with Eck McCanless. 4 
pm. 

• Live on Screen at the Martin 
Lipscomb Theatre at PAC at 5 p.m., 
GAOS’s Perugino: Eternal Renais-
sance. Box office@highlandsper-
formingarts.com. 828-526-9047.

• At PAC’s main stage, Ballet 
Memphis at 7 p.m. Box office@
highlandsperformingarts.com. 828-
526-9047.

who are attracted to Western and 
graduate from Western, the pro-
ductive lives they will lead, and 
the impact that they will have in 
their communities.”

Whatley and Moore’s gener-
ous gift will be allocated to sev-
eral programs and departments 
that the two have an interest in.  

Forty percent of  the gift 
will be designated for the David 
Moore Office of  Global Engage-
ment, which supports WCU’s ac-
ademic activities abroad, includ-
ing the hosting of  international 
students, faculty-led travel and 
study abroad programs and other 
resources.

Another 40% will be devot-
ed to the Darren Whatley School 
of  Art and Design. The school 
offers undergraduate degree pro-
grams in interior design, studio 
arts, graphic design and art edu-
cation, as well as a Master of  Fine 
Arts program.

The last 20% will be issued 
to the Moore Whatley Honors 
College Program Endowment, 
which will support programs 
within the Brinson Honors Col-
lege.

Moore and Whatley are very 
interested in all three of  these 
programs, as Moore is an advo-
cate for international learning, 
Whatley, an interior designer, has 
a rapport with the interior de-
sign program at WCU, and they 
have both supported the Brinson 
Honors College for several years.

“The generosity of  Da-
vid Moore and Darren Whatley 
to WCU over the years is un-
matched,” said WCU Chancellor 
Kelli R. Brown. “Their ten-mil-
lion-dollar legacy gift, the largest 
planned gift in Western Carolina 
University’s history, will trans-
form the lives of  our students 
for generations to come. I am 
profoundly grateful that David 
and Darren have chosen WCU 
to receive this gift, which is a tan-
gible expression of  their passion 
and commitment to the future of  
western North Carolina.”

WCU has played a part in 
their lives, and they know that 
WCU is of  great importance to 
this part of  the state.  Whatley 
said that “WCU is the economic 
engine of  the western part of  the 
state.”

The fact that nearly 40% 
of  the students at WCU are first 
generation college students and 
that tuition is only $500 per se-
mester for North Carolina resi-
dents, are additional reasons that 
Moore and Whatley support the 
university.

While both grew up near 
the Gulf  Coast, the couple has 
called Western North Carolina 
home for more than 25 years, and 
they’ve certainly made it home 
with their community involve-
ment.

Moore, a retired corporate 
banker, is chairman of  the Com-
munity Care Clinic of  Highlands-
Cashiers and serves on several 
Highlands-Cashiers boards, as 
well as the Brinson Honors 
College advisory board and the 
WCU Foundation.

Whatley, who leads a local 
interior design firm, is chairman 
of  the Town of  Highlands Plan-
ning Board and serves on the 
Highlands Performing Arts Cen-
ter Board of  Directors.

“This has been home,” 
Whatley said. “Western Carolina 
is a special place and WCU is a 
primary focus for us.”

From left: David Moore, Darren 
Whatley and Esau.

9:45am, and Saturday 10am-11pm 
- 6 lanes. Water Aerobics: 18 y+ 

Mon.-Fri. 10-11am with Karen Cham-
bers. Adult Swim: 18y+ Mon.-Thurs. 
11am-3:30pm, Friday 11am-1:30pm. 
Public Swim: Mon. thru Thurs. 3:30-
7pm, Saturday 11am-6pm and Sunday 
1-6pm

PICKLE BALL 
• At the Recreation Dept. every 

Monday - Friday 10am-1pm indoors 
for the winter (notice the days and 
time has changed), 

MOVIES
• No Movies at the Martin Lip-

scomb Performing Arts Center at PAC 
on Chestnut Street thru May. 

MOUNTAIN FINDINGS 
• Open: 10 am - 1 pm, May 9-10, 

16-17. And May 22-24 and May 29-31. 
452 Spruce Street. www.mountainfind-
ings.org

SATURDAY MARKET
• Farmers Market in KH Found-

ers Park on Pine Street from 8a-12:30p 
rain or shine.

ALL WEEK
• Alcoholics Anonymous: “Open 

Meetings” are for anyone who thinks 
they may have a drinking problem or 
for anyone interested in the A.A. pro-
gram of recovery. Highlands Mountain 
View Group holds open meetings in 
Highlands at the First Presbyterian 
Church, 471 Main St., on Monday at 
5:30 PM and Wednesday and Friday 
at noon. Women’s Group 5:30, Tues-
days. The Cashiers Valley Group holds 
open meetings at the Albert Carlton 
Cashiers Community Library Tuesday 
at 7 PM, Friday and Sunday at 5 PM, and 
Saturday at 9 AM. For more info, visit 
www.aawnc80.org or to speak with a 
member of AA 24/7 at 828-349-4357.

Thurs., May 8
• Live on Screen at the Martin 

Lipscomb Theatre at PAC at 5 p.m., 
GAOS’s Munch: Love, Ghosts and Lady 
Vampires. Box office@highlandsper-
formingarts.com. 828-526-9047.

• At The Highlander House, 
Thomas Johnson (Futurebirds) in Res-
idence: A special night of live music 
with Thomas Johnson of the beloved 
indie group Futurebirds.

• At The Ruffed Grouse bar, Oak 
and Grist Distilling Takeover: Based 
out of neighboring Black Mountain, 
the local craft distillery will take over 
The Ruffed Grouse bar with one-
night-only cocktails, tastings, and sto-
rytelling from the makers themselves.

Fri.-Sat., May 9-10
• Outdoor Concert Series. Friday 

and Saturday evenings 6-8:30 p.m. in 
Town Square and KH Founders Park. 

Sun., May 11

hot streak with a 5–1 win at Tri-
County Early College. Gabi Diaz 
added four more goals to her 
season total, and Jordyn Borino 
scored one.
Busy Day in Murphy on May 5

Both the Middle and High 
School soccer teams traveled to 
Murphy. The Middle School team 
fell 4–0, ending a strong season. 
The High School girls secured a 

3–0 win, all three goals scored by 
Gabi Diaz.

Regional Golf  Performance 
Caps the Week

The High School boys golf  
team competed in the NCHSAA 
West Regional at NorthStone 
Country Club in Huntersville, 
NC. Carson Forrester posted his 
best round of  the season with an 
88, leading the team.

...ATHLETICS continued from page 4
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 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

33
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K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

3

Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

Darlene  Conley
Mountain Luxury

Your Dream. Your Journey. YOU’RE 
HOME!

Dedicated to finding the home you’ve 
always wanted.

Cell: 404-427-2448
darlene.conley@ allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//  
PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522

www.highlandsproperties.com

Wei chert. 
REALTORS 

Highlands Properties 

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA
Cell: 828-787-1895 
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com 

Highlands Office | 210 N. 5th Street

Tean1 RickSteve 
"The Powe1· of3" 

Trusted advisors 
providing impeccable 
personalized service 

FAYE WURM
828.200.1345 
faye@bhhsmmr.com
2334 Cashiers Rd, Highlands
https://fayewurm.meadowsmtnrealty.com/

Of the 55,000+ BHHS agents across the globe,
Faye ranks in the TOP 2% and is a 

Luxury Collection Specialist.

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

Charming 
Mountain 

Retreat 
Near Downtown 

Highlands

42 Hemlock Ridge

4 BR 4 BTH
2 fireplaces

2 screened-in 
porches

Gated community
Sold furnished

Offered for 
$2,400,000



Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

9

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

42 Years of Fine Dining
Now Open

7 nights
5:30-9p

JULIE OSBORN 
& PAT ALLEN

MORE THAN 33 YEARS OF
EXEMPLARY SERVICE ON THE PLATEAU

VOTED AMERICA’S BEST

828.200.6165 | 828.200.9179
julie.osborn@allentate.com
pat.allen@allentate.com

Our clients rate us 5 out of 5

 5

MITZI RAUERS
Broker / Luxury Collection
Specialist
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

*Based on 2023 sales data. Out of a global network 
of 55,000+ BHHS agents.

If you want an 
award-winning 
real estate 
experiece, choose 
an award-winning
agent.

Why call Jody? 
Ranked the #l Broker in North Carolina 
for over a decade-and for good reason! 
Whether you're buying or selling, she 
brings unparalleled market expertise, 
top-tier negotiation skills and a 
commitment to delivering exceptional 
results. Your dream home or top-dollar 
sale is just one call away-you deserve 
the best! With over $1 Billion in sales. 
you can be the next beneficiary of this 
track record. 
Call her personally at 828.226.6303. #1 Broker 

IN NORTH CAROLINA 

$1 Billion+ 
TOTAL CAREER SALES VOLUME 

ToplOO 
SOTHEBY'S INTERNATIONAL REALTY AGENT 
WORLDWIDE 

HIGHLANDS CASHIERS

People ... are 
the investments 

that matter 
most

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com
210 North Fifth Street, 
Highlands, NC 28731

Carl Romberg, Broker, RSPS
678-936-9309

Carl@HighlandsCashiersCIRE.
com


